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  The Deaf, the Daft and the Ditsy, a four-legged journey across the Hebrides  
 

by Karen Inkster, Chair of Blairgowrie Riding for the Disabled.  BRD 
covers a wide catchment area and caters for children from Alyth as 
well as other parts of the district. 
 
If I was to sum up our adventure in one word it would be "humbling".  
On 10 August I set off to the Outer Hebrides with my rescue animals: 
dog Pip, who is deaf, and my ditsy mare Connie. Our plan was to 
walk/ride the length of the islands to raise funds for Blairgowrie Riding 
for the Disabled, of which I am Chair. We were undertaking the 
adventure unsupported, which meant we were - or rather Connie was 
- carrying all of our camping, corralling and cooking equipment.  
 
We set off from the southerly island of Vatersay and headed north, 
covering both Vatersay and Barra in two days. Crossing our third 
island, Eriskay, some of the rare Eriskay ponies came trotting down 
the hillside to say hello. Continuing onto South Uist I couldnôt wait to 
start the Machair Path, 36km of sandy trails and beaches; what more 
could we ask for? Two days later we arrived to a warm welcome at 
Howmore Hostel. Weôd had our biggest day, over 9hrs and 32km after 
getting lost, arriving at a fence with no gate and having to back track 
and then getting into boggy ground, before jumping a ditch and 
having our panniers end up under Connieôs belly! Howmore, which is 
a Gatliff Trust Hostel, had never had a horse stay, warden Betty had 
been there for 30 years, her mother was warden before her and her 
daughter looks set to take up the reins.  
 
We remained northerly bound and spent a storm bound day at the 
Community Riding School in Benbecula, a wonderful community-led 
initiative. We then briefly touched on Grimsay before crossing North 
Uist where we crossed over the tidal beach to the truly stunning island 
of Valley. Uninhabited but with beautiful, albeit hauntingly old mansion ruins we spent the afternoon watching the tide come in, 
leaving us island bound, exploring the bays and routes bareback, stopping off for lunch on the beach with Pip and Connie 
roaming free. It was to be our favourite day of the trip, our own island, all to ourselves!  
 
We then headed again north and had a very welcome day off on the small but beautiful island of Berneray. Although beaches 
were around each and every corner, you never took their beauty for granted.  
 
Another short ferry crossing brought us onto Harris where we took the Old Road to Tarbet. A former packhorse route, it led me 
to wonder what it was like back in the day when horses would have been part of everyday life on crofts. It was a lovely, albeit 
boggy path which climbs up to a bealach, which gives stunning views across the loch behind. Unfortunately we went into a 
bog, Connie floundered, sending me off over her shoulder crashing onto solid ground. Weôd lost a boot, which was no surprise 
really and I had to lie on my stomach with my arm at full length to recover it! This brought us to another Gatliff Hostel, 
Rhenigidale, where Connie made friends with a pet Hebridean sheep!   
 
We then ran out of tracks and paths and so instead of heading north and hitting busy roads I decided to head to the most 
westerly island of Scalpay and then to the easterly isle of Great Bernera. I then boxed northwest to the stunning Callanish 
Stones before setting off again with panniers full of kit. We arrived at the Butt of Lewis, the most northerly point of the Outer 
Hebrides on 26 August. It was with mixed feelings that I took some final pictures and shed a wee tear remembering the 
adventures weôd had.  
 

-continued on page 21 
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EDITORõS LETTER 
 

 
Welcome to the November issue of the Alyth Voice.  Iôm writing this just a few days ahead of 
putting the clocks back to Greenwich Mean Time. 
 
Although the weather has been unseasonably mild for October over the past few days, one 
only has to look at the trees to know that Autumn is well and truly on the way.  By the time you 
read this, if the weather forecasts for the beginning of November are to be believed, we will 
likely have experienced the first cold blast of the winter.   
 
Another harbinger of Autumn is the appearance of mushrooms and toadstools in our gardens, 
fields and woods, so itôs appropriate that Paul Ramsay in his regular nature column in this 
monthôs issue serves up some fascinating observations on the familiar but oft misunderstood 
honey fungus.   
 
Also in this issue is an update on the building works for the new windfarm, although even 
these new developments have to acknowledge the changing seasons by admitting that the 
works will be ñdependent on weather conditionsò.   
 
Still, all being well, the turbines are expected to be up and running next summer, and Alyth will 
be able to say that it is playing its part in generating new, more sustainable, energy and 
helping to tackle the impact of climate change. 
 
As we prepare for winterôs dark days and cold nights, itôs heartwarming to note yet again the 
wonderful spirit of generosity and charity that we so often see in Alyth.  On our Facebook 
page back at the beginning of October, we featured the inspiring story of local girl Catriona 
Skea, who wanted to have her long hair cut very short and the tresses donated to the Little 
Princess Trust which provides wigs to children with cancer to help them cope when they lose 
their hair.  Catriona wanted to raise £200 in sponsorship for the haircut, but ended up with 
donations totalling almost twice as much! 
 
In a similar vein, this monthôs issue of the Voice features an article by Karen Inkster, Chair of 
Blairgowrie Riding for the Disabled which helps children from Alyth Primary School as well as 
elsewhere in the district.  Karen tells her highly entertaining story of a fund-raising expedition 
down the length of the Outer Hebrides with just her rescue animals - her deaf collie Pip and 
her ditsy horse Connie - for company, and raising almost £4,200 in the process.   
 
Finally, and still on the theme of charity fund-raising, donôt miss this monthôs article 
highlighting the fund-raising campaign to buy local lad James Fordyce a new electric 
wheelchair so that he can get out and about more into the community.  At the time of writing, 
the campaign had already reached over 10% of its target in just a couple of weeks.  Weôre 
proud to lend our support to helping James achieve his goal and enhance his quality of life. 
 
I hope that these stories make you as proud to live in Alyth as they make me, and that you 
find plenty of interest in the rest of this monthôs Alyth Voice as well. 
 

Happy Autumn! 

 

YŜǾƛƴ /ƻŜ 
Editor 
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~* 
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!  

 
 

  
NOVEMBER 
2nd Seemas Childrenôs Home in India by Avril Duncan  
 Alyth Parish Church (Lower Hall) at 2.00pm 
4th Coffee Morning Alyth Musical Society 
11th Coffee Morning AYP 
13th Lunch Alyth Snr Citizensô Lunch &  

Socialising Club 
18th Coffee Morning Alyth Parish Church Guild in Airlie 

Street Hall at 10.00am 
25th Coffee Morning 2nd Alyth Brownies 
25th Switch On Alyth Christmas Lights 
27th Lunch Alyth Snr Citizensô Lunch &  

Socialising Club 
 
DECEMBER 
2nd Coffee Morning Airlie Street Hall 
7th Carols/Christmas Cheer Alyth Guild 
9th Coffee Morning Alyth Christmas Lights 
 
JANUARY 
 
 
FEBRUARY 
1st Local Flora & Fauna George Milne 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

 
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk  

 
Main Health Centre Number:  01828 632317 
 

Community Nurse:  01828 632425 
Health Visitor:  01828 633954 
After Hours  (NHS24):  111 

 
Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  

 

Late surgeries by appointment  
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  

 

Extended hours one night per week by appointment 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm 

 

Extended hours morning by appointment 
Fridays 7am - 8am 

 
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)  01828 633219 

Alyth Town Hall  Sandy McCurdy, Secretary 
                              Jean Coleman 

01828 632744 
01828 958239 

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) 01828 632717 

Police Station 101 

Hydro-Electric Emergencies  0800  300 999 

Scottish Gas Emergencies  0800  111 999 

Scottish Water  0845  601 8855 

Alyth Health Centre 01828 632 317 

Alyth Primary School 01250 871 370 

Blairgowrie High School 01250 871 200 

NHS 24ñnew 24 hour health service 111 

Anti-social Behaviour Team 01738 476 173 

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor 01738 562 358 

Alyth Dental Care 01828 633313  

Samaritan CarsðBilly & Liz Gordon 01828 633554 

Dog Fouling & StraysñPerth & Kinross Council 01738 476476  

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,  
send the Voice your details 

ALYTH VOICE ON FACEBOOK 

Check out our Facebook page and donôt forget if you currently advertise 
with us you can promote your business/organisation on our page.  
We currently have a following of 1446 people so donôt miss out! 

 MANAGED, WRϥTTEN AND DELϥVERED BY VOLUNTEERS 
 

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice 
Depends on your donations 
Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
ϥf you donɅt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice 
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TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  
CONSERVATORIES 

TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424 
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

                                 A. STRACHAN 
 

FENCING 
 

CONTRACTOR (ALYTH) 
 

ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDER-
TAKEN 

 
MOBILE 07754762683 

Evening Phone:01828 632493 
astrachanfencing.co.uk 

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM 
JOINERY SERVICES 
P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS : 

LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL : 
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS : 

GLAZING AND LOCKS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT 

ALL   WORK   GUARANTEED 
 

T:   01828632581   M:07597114868  

 

 
 

For Free Estimates 
Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

David Murphy 
Painter & Decorator 

 
Interior & Exterior 

 

No Job Too Small 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

Free Estimates 
Quick Reliable Service 
25 years experience 

 

For a professional finish call: 
01828 632571 
07762077839 

 

paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk 

               
   Est 1953   

 No job too big or too small  

New build and extensions 

Replacement windows & Doors 

Kitchens 

Repairs & alterations 

Call or email for advice and estimates 

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com 

TEL: 01828 632070   
 

www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook :  

G A Davidson Joiners 

 

LOGS &  
KINDLING 

info@johnamcintosh.com 
www.johnamcintosh.com 

Family run business 
Serving Perthshire, Angus 

& The Glens 
 

For this winter try our 
seasoned logs.  

Why not stock up for next 
winter with our unseasoned 
logs and save some money. 
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07715 902816 

http://www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk
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Answers on Page 15 

 
4. Houses of P............. 
8. Fills the night sky with sparkles 
9. Menacing 
15. Life story 
17. Desired 
19. Noiseless 
20. Explosive used by Guy Fawkes 
21. Scottish King 
22. Los of Life 
23. Tombstone 

Across 

 
1. Sensitive 
2. Guy Fawkes nickname 
3. Guy Fawkes celebration month 
5. Reply 
6. Thoughts 
7. Totally 
10. That will never die 
11. Capture 
12. Glass ball game 
13. Gunpowder plotter 
14. Non-combatant 
15. fire 
16. Everlasting 
18. Giving up work 

Down 
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9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ мфул 

9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ 
9Φ/Φ!Φ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 

 

Stewart MacDonald 
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

 
¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ  лмуну сон ффр 

A.Soutar  
Woodburning And  

Multi Fuel Stove Installations 
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU 

 

TEL:01575 572875 
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk 

Services Include, Dry Appliance 
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed, 
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems, 
Chimney Work And Many Other 

Services! 
For More Information donôt  

hesitate to call! 
Estimates Given 

IAN BROGAN 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS 
 

Washing machines, Dishwashers, 
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges, 
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners 

 

Telephone 01250 872225  
or 07801704997 

RENDEZVOUS 

**HAIRDRESSER** 
 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  

Tel: 632097 
 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

DƛƊ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR  

 
 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 
 
 

 See full menu instore 
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

 

Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm 
 

Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm  
 

Sunday  4.30pm - 9.00pm 

 

DF BUILDERS  
Stonemason/Bricklayers  

 
1st Class Tradesmen  
20 years + experience.  

 
D. Fotheringham   
07912565962 or  
01828 634102  

 
Check out our work on 

Facebook.  

Classic  
Restorations  
Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire 

Phone: 01828 633293 
Mobile: 07885 316689 
Fax: 01828 632529 

 

 
Jaguar XK140 Roadster 

Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen 

Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk 
www.classicrestorations.co.uk 

¶  Mechanical 
¶  Electrical 
¶  Panel Work 
¶  Ashframe repairs 
¶  Paintwork 
¶ Interior Trim 

mailto:A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
http://www.classicrestorations.co.uk
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SCOUTS 
 
 
We are in a very fortunate location to run a Scout Group where so much support 
and opportunities can be easily found. 
The Cubs arranged a visit to the museum which Paul Prettyman kindly ñopened 
shopò for us one Tuesday evening. On display is The Cateran Trail in 100 objectsò 
and Paul arranged a quiz for the Cubs to carry out and find the answers 
themselves and as they were competing with other groups the room was buzzing 
with enthusiasm to beat the other lot. Going over the answers was a challenging 
prospect which Paul handled with great discretion. And to the winners a poke of 
sweets, which reminds me I didnôt get any ï I demand a recount 
 
The Explorer Scouts made the most of the autumn season with the production of 
apple juice. We didnôt ask too many questions just where all the apples originated, 
but I gather the Community Orchard may be a bit lighter than it previously was. 
Having ñliberatedò the apple press from the Alyth Hills Users Group for the 
evening the team set about the necessary tasks involved. Having filled the press 
for the first time , it was rewarding and encouraging to literally see the juices flow 
and the next batch was ready in half the time. By the time it had been squeezed 
out the team were now in full production mode and a frantic search for containers 
ensued to capture the elusive treasure. An excellent ploy for the evening and a 
rewarding one with the manufacture of such a delicious gift. Well done the 
Explorers and their Leaders and those who provided the materials to carry this 
out 
The Scouts spent an evening honing their pioneering skills with the production of 
not one but two ñtramwaysò. Basically this involves using whatever materials they 
can find to form a structure that can guide an object along a set route. Unlike 
Edinburgh Council, ours was delivered on time and under budget (which was 
zero), so no fears of a public enquiry on our route. The object transported was a 
football which did sort of move in the general direction indicated and with the odd 
shove and prod of encouragement to help it on its way. 
 
Another evening was spent on expedition cooking using dehydrated foodstuffs. 
Eating is ever popular with the Scouts, but when some of the dishes were 
presented, quite a few eyebrows were raised. True to form, the initial impact of 
seeing and hearing the ingredients hit the bottom of the pan can be a bit off 
putting, but having lit the Trangia stoves with the wiff of meths, it was even more 
disturbing. Be that as it may, the Scouts soldered on and were rewarded with a 
hearty meal. At the start teaspoons were used to warily sample the goods, but 
they were quickly replaced with much larger utensils to do justice to the task 
ahead 
It is with great pleasure that I was informed that Heather Jackson our Beaver Scout Leader has been awarded her 15 years 
service award. It is greatly deserved for her continued work with our youngest section 
 
 
Ron Kirkpatrick 
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ǘǊŜŜ/ ȅŎƭŜ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  

tƭŀƴ - 5ŜǎƛƎƴ - .ǳƛƭŘ - aŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 
²hh5[!b5 ϧ D!w59b 

!ƭȅǘƘΣ лтру лтту тлл 
ŎƭƛǾŜϪŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅǘǊŜŜŎȅŎƭŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

'ÁÒÄÅÎ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȟ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ Ǫ ÍÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅȟ ÔÒÅÅ 
ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙȟ ×ÏÏÄÌÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÂÅÓÐÏËÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ 

ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÓÉÇÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÒÎÉÔÕÒÅ 

 

Sparkles Cleaning 
Service 

 

Domestic  
and Commercial 

 

Blairgowrie 
 

Call Anne,  
07835030533 

J B BUICK BUILDER  
Local Builder since 1975 

 

¶ All general building work  

¶ Garden walls 

¶ Conversions 

¶ Repairs and alterations 

¶ Garages 

¶ Extensions  

¶ Renovations  

¶ New build 
 
TILING AND PLASTERING SER-

VICES 
 

¶ Exterior and interior plaster work 

¶ Roughcasting/Harling  

¶ Cement rendering   

¶ Ceramic wall and floor tiling  

¶ Domestic and commercial work  
 
 All work carried out by fully qualified  

 Professionals and finished  
to a high standard 

Call now for free estimate 
 Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699   

Or email me at 
 jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk 

 
14 Airlie Street, Alyth 

 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Opening Times 
9am ï 5pm 

Monday - Saturday 
  T: 01828 958 050 

 
ALYTH IN BLOOM 

 
Alyth in Bloom apologises for the cancellation of the planned Quiz Night scheduled 
for Saturday evening, October 21st; just too much already organized in Alyth for 
that evening. 
 
We will be present at the Victorian Day afternoon on Saturday November 25th in 
Airlie Street Hall, so please visit our stall to hear of our plans to further bring colour 
to the centre of Alyth. 
 
Alyth in Bloom is now on Facebook. Visit us at www.facebook.com/alythbloom. Let 
us have your comments on how you think we are doing and any ideas you may 
have to further beautify Alyth. 

 

THANK YOU 
  
Joy Reid expresses grateful thanks to all who came and 
helped, to those who donated in any way at the coffee 
morning in aid of Cornhill Macmillan Centre which 
raised a grand total of £1110.45, which is much 
appreciated by Cornhill. 

IRONING SERVICE 
IN ALYTH 

 Donõt have time to do your own!  
WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. . 

PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE 
ARRANGED FROM 

ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE 
AND SURROUNDING AREA.     
TEL: 07842051599 

http://www.Facebook.com/alythbloom
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