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END OF AN ERA 
It will be the end of an era in Alyth in late May when Dr. Fergus Gilmour retires from the Health 

Centre after more than 30 years of service to the local community.  Fortunately Dr. Hannah 

Williams will join the practice as the new partner at the same time, so there will be no interruption 

to service.  
 

ñItôs been a difficult decision,ò says Dr. Gilmour, ñbut after a lot of thought I feel itôs time for me to 

retire. Iôm looking forward hopefully to improving my golf, doing a few things around the house 

and giving the garden the attention it deserves - Iôll have no problem fully occupying myself.ò 
 

Thereôll still be a family connection with Alyth Health Centre, however, as Dr. Gilmourôs wife Judy 

will continue to work in the Health Centre running the Podiatry Clinic.  Dr. Gilmour, a native of St. Andrews, had graduated from 

Dundee Medical School in 1982 and worked in hospitals across Tayside before spending three years as a trainee GP, including one 

year in Alyth, where he met Judy. 
 

ñI always wanted to be a GP, ñ he says, ñbecause of the broad variety of work and the continuity with patients. Iôve also kept up my 

interest in A&E medicine as well, and Iôve been doing sessions in A&E at Ninewells since 1992.ò  After completing his training, he 

rejoined Alyth as a partner in January 1988, attracted back to the town by its strong community spirit and friendliness. He and Judy 

established their home here from the start and raised their daughter Lucy who works for Scottish Rugby in Edinburgh, and son 

Alasdair who works as an accountant in the oil industry in Aberdeen.  
 

ñIôve been lucky to have worked in Alyth,ò says Dr. Gilmour. ñItôs generally speaking a healthy community - the range of local 

activities Iôm sure helps people to keep fit, and people seem much more aware of the need to 

manage their lifestyles effectively and healthily.  Alyth is also pretty unique in its town spirit, just 

look at everything that goes on, not just the regular activities like the amazingly successful coffee 

mornings but also the way the town responded to the unexpected challenge of the 2015 floods - 

the generosity of local people is astounding. ñ 
 

Dr. Gilmour is confident the practice will continue to thrive. ñItôs a very strong team under Dr. 

Faloon and Dr. Johnston. We have a low staff turnover most of whom have worked here for 

many years, so we know the patients well and the patients know us.  Hannah will be a great 

replacement - she has been very successful as a locum and given the challenges some GP 

practices have in recruiting new partners, we are fortunate to have her coming on board.ò  
 

Dr. Williams will be familiar to many in Alyth as sheôs been a locum at the practice for about 18 

months already. Originally from Sunderland, she studied a biology degree at St. Andrews where she met her husband and decided 

to stay in Scotland, completing her medical degree in 2009.  She said:  ñI hadnôt originally planned to go into general practice at all, 

but I did four months at the Whitefriars practice in Perth and I loved it. Itôs the variety of things you get to do, and the work-life 

balance is better than working in a hospital.ò 
 

She completed her GP training at Whitefriars and then did locum work around Perthshire for two years before joining the Alyth 

practice.  ñI didnôt really know Alyth before, but itôs a friendly place and thereôs a great team here at the Health Centre,ò she says. ñI 

also do some work for NHS 24, keeping my hand in with acute health medicine.ò 
 

Dr. Williams lives in Perth with her husband who is a teacher in Crieff and their three-year-old son, and enjoys running, swimming, 
reading and walking the dog:  ñIôm really looking forward to working as a partner - itôs where I want to be and Iôve been very happy 
here.ò  
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EDITORõS LETTER 
 

 
Welcome to the May issue of the Alyth Voice!   
 
Itôs an exciting summer ahead for Alyth.  Coming up at the end of the month we have Alyth 
Creates, a three-day multi-media celebration of art, music, heritage and the outdoors taking 
place across numerous venues in the town.  Have a look in this issue of The Voice at some of 
the great attractions we can look forward to in a few weeksô time.  Stay tuned to the Alyth 
Creates Facebook and Twitter feeds for more updates as they come out, and look out for the 
printed brochure which should be available soon.  Itôs fantastic to see such a huge range of 
activities - yet more evidence of the vibrancy and dynamism of our little town! 
 
Elsewhere in Alyth, weôre looking forward to some major redevelopment works starting later this 
year.  You might have seen the huge towers and turbine blades passing through Alyth in recent 
weeks on their way to the site of the Tullymurdoch Windfarm.  Whatever your view on the visual 
merits of windfarms, thereôs no denying that they have been and are playing a major role in 
helping Scotland and the UK to achieve their international obligations on reducing carbon 
emissions.  Perhaps we can take pride in the fact that Alyth is helping contribute to this by 
accepting windfarms on its patch. 
 
Meanwhile, by the time you read this, Alyth in Bloom will have unveiled their concept plans for 
the replanting of the Burnside opposite Commercial Street.  If you managed along to the Alyth in 
Bloom coffee morning on 28 April to see the proposals for yourself, I hope you took the 
opportunity to make your views known.  Otherwise, keep in touch with the Alyth in Bloom 
Facebook page for more updates and we will of course be reporting on any new developments in 
The Voice over the coming months. 
 
And replanting the Burnside isnôt the only major public works project we can expect this year: 
Perth & Kinross Council are holding a drop-in session in the Ogilvie Rooms on 3 May to unveil 
and introduce their plans for the refurbishment of the Market Square.  These have already been 
published online on the Alyth Development Trustôs website and Facebook page and elsewhere, 
and on 3 May the planners from the Council want to hear your views.   
 
Finally, itôs the end of an era at Alyth Health Centre as Dr Fergus Gilmour retires after more than 
30 years of service to the local community.  But normal service will be maintained as Dr Hannah 
Williams takes his place in the partnership.  Read our exclusive interview with them both in this 
issue. 

 
 

YŜǾƛƴ /ƻŜ 
Editor 
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~* 
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!  

 
 

  
MAY 
3rd Parish Church Guild End of Session Get Together 
5th Coffee Morning Scouts 
10th Lunch Parish Church Guild 

Time and Venue tba 
12th Coffee Morning Alyth Lodge 
19th Coffee Morning  Airlie Street Hall 
26th Coffee Morning Blairgowrie High School 
28th Lunch & AGM Alyth Snr Citizensô Lunch Club 
 
 
JUNE 
2nd Coffee Morning Haemophilia Society 
9th Coffee Morning ENACTS 
23rd Coffee Morning Perthshire Brass 
25th Lunch Alyth Snr Citizensô Lunch Club 
 
JULY 
14th Coffee Morning Tayside Dressage 
21st Coffee Morning Strathmore Tots 
28th Coffee Morning SCAA 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

 
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk  

 
Main Health Centre Number:  01828 632317 
 

Community Nurse:  01828 632425 
Health Visitor:  01828 633954 
After Hours  (NHS24):  111 

 
Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  

 

Late surgeries by appointment  
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  

 

Extended hours one night per week by appointment 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm 

 

Extended hours morning by appointment 
Fridays 7am - 8am 

 
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)  01828 633219 

Alyth Town Hall  Sandy McCurdy, Secretary 
                              Jean Coleman 

01828 632744 
01828 958239 

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) 01828 632717 

Police Station 101 

Hydro-Electric Emergencies  0800  300 999 

Scottish Gas Emergencies  0800  111 999 

Scottish Water  0845  601 8855 

Alyth Health Centre 01828 632 317 

Alyth Primary School 01250 871 370 

Blairgowrie High School 01250 871 200 

NHS 24ñnew 24 hour health service 111 

Anti-social Behaviour Team 01738 476 173 

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor 01738 562 358 

Alyth Dental Care 01828 633313  

Samaritan CarsðBilly & Liz Gordon 01828 633554 

Dog Fouling & StraysñPerth & Kinross Council 01738 476476  

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,  
send the Voice your details 

 MANAGED, WRϥTTEN AND DELϥVERED BY VOLUNTEERS 
 

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice 
Depends on your donations 
Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
ϥf you donɅt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice 
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TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  
CONSERVATORIES 

TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424 
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

                                 A. STRACHAN 
 

FENCING 
 

CONTRACTOR (ALYTH) 
 

ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDER-
TAKEN 

 
MOBILE 07754762683 

Evening Phone:01828 632493 
astrachanfencing.co.uk 

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM 
JOINERY SERVICES 
P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS : 

LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL : 
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS : 

GLAZING AND LOCKS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT 

ALL   WORK   GUARANTEED 
 

T:   01828632581   M:07597114868  

 

 
 

For Free Estimates 
Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

David Murphy 
Painter & Decorator 

 
Interior & Exterior 

 

No Job Too Small 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

Free Estimates 
Quick Reliable Service 
25 years experience 

 

For a professional finish call: 
01828 632571 
07762077839 

 

paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk 

               
   Est 1953   

 No job too big or too small  

New build and extensions 

Replacement windows & Doors 

Kitchens 

Repairs & alterations 

Call or email for advice and estimates 

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com 

TEL: 01828 632070   
 

www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook :  

G A Davidson Joiners 

 

LOGS &  
KINDLING 

info@johnamcintosh.com 
www.johnamcintosh.com 

Family run business 
Serving Perthshire, Angus 

& The Glens 
 

For this winter try our 
seasoned logs.  

Why not stock up for next 
winter with our unseasoned 
logs and save some money. 
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07715 902816 

IRONING SERVICE 
IN ALYTH 

 Donõt have time to do your 
own!  

WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. . 
PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE 

ARRANGED FROM 
ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE 
AND SURROUNDING AREA.     
TEL: 07842051599 

http://www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk
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2. Sicilian secret society 
3. Essential 
4. Tip of a boot 
6. Actress, Gardner 
8. Big 1st for a baby 
9. Appointment 
12. Associates 
17. William and Harry's mother 
20. Distribute 
22. F-word chef 
23. Lately 
24. Setback 
25. King of the Jungle sound 
29. Allotment 
30. Broadcast 
31. Give In 
32. Voted For 
33. Kind of oil 
34. Dog feet 
38. Prop Up 
39. A lively dance 
40. Chewing tools 

Down 

Answers on Page 17 

 
1. It'll curl your hair 
5. Secret supply 
7. Pledge 
10. Hairdo for Jimi Hendrix 
11. Muslim Leader 
13. Publicise 
14. Place for a watch 
15. Drug from poppies 
16. No hair 
18. Be under the weather 
19. Construction 
21. FE, chemically 
22. Fixes 
25. Jogging 
26. Cat call 
27. Fire crime 
28. Harper, author 
30. Bottomless void 
35. Ice house 
36. Bull's Eye 
37. Preserve 
41. Public 
42. Honey makers 
43. Candid 
44. Gown 
45. Sharpen 
46. Sound from a stable 
47. Symbol in centre of Scrabble board 

Across 
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9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ мфул 

9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ 
9Φ/Φ!Φ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 

 

Stewart MacDonald 
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

 
¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ  лмуну сон ффр 

A.Soutar  
Woodburning And  

Multi Fuel Stove Installations 
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU 

 

TEL:01575 572875 
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk 

Services Include, Dry Appliance 
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed, 
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems, 
Chimney Work And Many Other 

Services! 
For More Information donôt  

hesitate to call! 
Estimates Given 

RENDEZVOUS 

**HAIRDRESSER** 
 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  

Tel: 632097 
 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

DƛƊ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR  

 
 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 
 
 

 See full menu instore 
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

 

Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm 
 

Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm  
 

Sunday  4.30pm - 9.00pm 

 
14 Airlie Street, Alyth 

 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Opening Times 
9am ï 5pm 

Monday - Saturday 
  T: 01828 958 050 

mailto:A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
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SCOUTS 
 
It should have been a simple exercise. Go out for a night hike, come back late and sleepover in the Scout Hut. I mean, how 
difficult is that? The Scouts were in place, the Leaders and Young Leaders ready for the off. Provisions laid on, maps & routes at 
the ready, What could possibly go wrong? As it transpired , quite a few things, this is after all Alyth Scouts and we like to do 
things in our own inspiring style.  
The weather had been favourable previously, but the clouds had to roll in providing pitch black conditions and with the clouds, 
rain further enhanced the night. Only one brave soul turned up in suitable gear for a cold night out, most of the others were 
attired for a cool night in! A suitable energy sapping game started off the evening which exhausted the Leaders and not the 
Scouts. Having the opportunity of carrying out some preparation, each Patrol  had to come up with a camp fire stunt. When not 
presented with any alternative, everyone had to take part in the enacting of item and once they had started, there was no 
stopping them. We will not be giving out any Oscars for their performance, but everyone thoroughly enjoyed taking part which 
makes them winners by far.  
A donation of cakes from one of the parents was a welcome addition to our supper. The Scouts made a bee line for the plate 
with the theory if you can eat cake then you must eat bread. Having cleared away, it was time for sleepé well it was time to dig 
out the sleeping bags and climb in. Having survived two gentle requests to keep the noise level down and having limited 
success, a shout of ñQuietò was sufficient for me to fall asleep, so if there was more noise after that I was oblivious to it. Bliss. 
Despite the late night, the Scouts were up with the lark for breakfast. Mind you the fragrance of bacon rolls may have been a 
contributory enticement.  
The Cubs started off their summer programme with a visit to the musical ñCalamity Janeò. We received many comments on how 
well behaved they all were. Just quite how this state of affairs was achieved I am uncertain, but the end result was appreciated. I 
hope all the Cubs enjoyed the show and well done to them for being such good ambassadors for Scouting 
A few pictures of our skiing trips have come to light and I hope they capture the fun the Scouts had on them. 
 
Ron Kirkpatrick 
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Sparkles Cleaning 
Service 

 

Domestic  
and Commercial 

 

Blairgowrie 
 

Call Anne,  
07835030533 

J B BUICK BUILDER  
Local Builder since 1975 

 

¶ All general building work  

¶ Garden walls 

¶ Conversions 

¶ Repairs and alterations 

¶ Garages 

¶ Extensions  

¶ Renovations  

¶ New build 
 
TILING AND PLASTERING SER-

VICES 
 

¶ Exterior and interior plaster work 

¶ Roughcasting/Harling  

¶ Cement rendering   

¶ Ceramic wall and floor tiling  

¶ Domestic and commercial work  
 
 All work carried out by fully qualified  

 Professionals and finished  
to a high standard 

Call now for free estimate 
 Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699   

Or email me at 
 jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

 

Alyth Musical Notes 
 
For five nights last month Alyth Town Hall was 
transformed into the Golden Garter Saloon, Deadwood 
for Alyth Musical Societyôs  
70th production of Calamity Jane. If you missed it, you 
missed out. 
 
The show clearly struck a chord playing to busy houses 
of appreciative audiences all week. Joining the familiar 
faces on stage were several new members as well as 
the youth ensemble which has become a regular feature 
of recent shows. Members of the audience were treated 
to an evening of song, dance and romance, heading home 
humming a few familiar tunes.  
 
As ever, the society would like to thank all those who gave 
their time and energy into making this production one of the 
best and to the people of Alyth and beyond who continue to 
support our efforts.   

 
 
 
 
 

We are pleased to announce that we will be bringing the Sound of Music to Alyth for April 2019. 
So, if youôve ever fancied getting into a habit, stepping into some lederhosen or helping front of 
house or back stage please come along to our AGM in June or look out for the start of 
rehearsals in the Autumn.    

Your society needs you!  

Claire Mallinson as Calamity Jane 
Gerrard Cameron as Wild Bill 

Steph Mackie as Katie Brown 
Robert Oakes as Danny Gilmartin 

Michelle Kydd Milne as Susan 
Andrew Beckett as Francis Fryer 

Ready for a night at the ball at Fort Scully 

Alyth Musical Youth Ensemble 


