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Scouts Christmas 
Now we all marvel at the latest in technology and just how adapt our younger charges in grasping the intricacies of all these new devices. So it was 
with much surprise that the majority of Scouts chose to do their Communicators Badge using Morse Code and semaphore. This was arranged for 
them by two of our Young Leaders – James Atkinson and Alex Tosh. Neither of these methods are easy – at least I never found them easy, so I 
was particularly impressed with the way they put it over and also the enthusiasm of the Scouts to pick it up. Tricky stuff. 
The Christmas festivities were admirably observed by the Beavers and Cubs when they held a combined Christmas Party in the Scout Hut. Prior to 
a visit from our special “visitor” the sections held traditional Christmas games , the Beavers downstairs and the Cubs upstairs. There wasn’t a 
square inch in the building that wasn’t being used, it rang with such laughter and fun – just a wonderful experience. Our younger charges were 
literally bouncing off the walls, floors and as they were as high as kites, the ceilings were none too safe.  When the duly appointed time was nigh, 
the Beavers and Cubs came together and Santa distributed presents with the strict instructions “Don’t open ‘till Christmas”. Then it was the turn for 
the feast to begin and a mountain of food was duly shifted in grand style. No-one left the table disappointed. Well done to the Leaders for arranging 
Santa’s visit and the memorable party 
 
The Scouts held a games night with a “bring a friend” invite”. Our games were not as traditional as our younger sections but were more “action” 
packed and the Scouts enjoyed many games that were new to them. Our menu was much enhanced with a donation of sausages and beef burgers 
from James Adamson who had put our name on a raffle ticket and we won!!! Our provisions were prepared by two of the Patrol Leaders Fiona 
Stewart and Julia Newman who did a terrific job in cooking and setting out the spread for the Scouts to partake (or pig out if you prefer). The Explor-
er Scouts arranged a visit to the Ice Rink and the Leaders were given a lesson on how not to skate – thin ice there!! I hope Norman’s arm has now 
recovered – please be a bit more careful with your Leaders in future!!! 
 
We have just received a very generous donation from Drumderg Wind Farm Fund of £2000. This will be used to put heaters in the toilets, the pur-
chase of a projector and some GPS devices which we will use in the Scouts and Explorer Scouts. The latter are  gadgets that use satellite naviga-
tion for geo caching and/or supplementary contrivances for navigation – so there should be no excuse for getting lost. I am sure the Young Leaders 
will manage to show the Scouts how they work – but training one of the older Leaders 
may prove a bigger challenge for them – “Gonnie show me how this works????” 
 
Ron Kirkpatrick 
Forthcoming Events 
5 February Bingo Tea – Town Hall 
15 February – Ski Day 
25 February – Beetle Drive – Scout Hut 
6 March – Wide Game 
21 March – Quiz Night 
19 March – Ski Day 
25 April – Coffee Morning 
22-24 May – Group Camp (Kenny Moyes & Cameron McCaig)  
20 June – Garden Fete 
3-7 July – Scout Camp Fordell Firs (Patrick West) 
 
We also have plans afoot for a foreign trip in July next year (Norman West) 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
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Beacon 
 
The 1st on January saw the beacon on Alyth Hill being lit for the 16th time. Twenty-five souls braved the near continuous rain  to share a dram.  
 
Thanks go to Graeme Davidson, John Robertson and Sims Ironmongers for sup-plying wood, transport and paraffin. 

Another successful Autumn for Ippon Karate 
 
 
 
 
Following their success in the UKASKO(United Kingdom All Styles Karate 
Organisation) British National Championships in the last two years the 
Ippon Karate Club based in Coupar Angus Town Hall have increased their 
Gold medal haul this year. 
 
The Autumn Competition Season started with Zoe Faloon achieving her 1st 
Dan Black Belt in the Scottish Grading held in Coupar Angus Town Hall in 
September. 
 
The focus then shifted to the UKASKO British National Championships 
held in Manchester on the 19th of October where UKASKO clubs from all 
over the United Kingdom gathered to take part. Four members of the club 
(pictured above from left to right Fraser Birnie, Zoe Faloon, Anna Kiciuk 
and Sophia Kiciuk) competed and did outstandingly well. The competitors 
were split into age and grade groupings with Fraser Birnie from Blairgowrie 
winning Gold in both the Male Under 16 Kata and Kumite Competitions, 
Zoe Faloon from Meigle winning Gold in the Kata and Bronze in the Kumite 
Female 10 and under category and Sophia Kiciuk from Alyth winning Gold 
in the Female Under 16 Kata. 
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BLAIRGOWRIE DOLPHINS CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS AND PRESENTATION 
 
The Blairgowrie Dolphins saw a great turnout at their recent Annual 
Club Championships held at the Perth Leisure Centre.  After a busy 
year of training it was an opportunity for our swimmers to compete 
against one another and hopefully obtain a personal best time in 
each event or win a medal or trophy. But most of all was an oppor-
tunity for the whole club to get together and enjoy the event. This 
year was no different to any other with some great swims by all our 
swimmers and some promising young talent in all age groups. 
The Club Champions, trophy winners and medallist were announced 
at our Annual Presentation / Disco at the Angus Hotel, Blairgowrie. 
 
This Year’s Club Champions are: 
Senior Category – Ross Campbell and Hannah Robertson 
Intermediate Category – Tom Kelly and Fiona Stewart 
Junior Category – Alanna Grunnenberg-MacKenzie / Caitlin Downie 
and Ewan Robinson. 
 
Overall Most Improved Award: 
Fiona Stewart – Girls 
Jay Docherty – Boys 
 
Most Improved Boys: 
9 and under – Ewan Robinson 
10 – 11 – Tom Kelly 
12 – 13 Alan Stewart 
14 and over – Alex Gibbon 
 
Most Improved Girls: 
9 and under – Zoe Davidson 
10 – 11 – Ellie Douglas 
12 – 13 Rose Whitford 
14 and over – Fern Smith 
 
A great many more of our swimmers won medals, plaques or tro-
phies at individual events. Well done to all who competed. 
 
On behalf of the Blairgowrie Dolphins I would like express my sin-
cere thanks to the following businesses who generously donated 
prizes for the raffle which was drawn at the Presentation / Disco. 
Thank you to Ballathie House Hotel, Dalmore Inn, Anglers Inn, Blairgowrie Golf Club, Irvines the Butcher, Perth Visitor Centre, RSGS and Just 
Gents, Blairgowrie. 

Club Champions – Back Row: Ross Campbell and Hannah Robertson 
Middle Row: Tom Kelly and Fiona Stewart, Front Row: Caitlin Downie, 
Alanna Grunnenberg-MacKenzie and Ewan Robinson. 

Overall Most Improved Award - Jay Docherty and Fiona Stewart 

Musical Notes 
 
 

 
The kids of Alyth Musical Society are well into rehearsals for the soci-
ety’s production of Oliver. 
These talented youngsters come from schools al l over the area, 
Northmuir,  Burrelton, Websters, Blairgowrie High, St Stephens and 
Alyth.   Under the direction of Gemma Pryde the children are polish-
ing up their cockney accents and movement skills while with Colin 
Grant as Musical Director they are quickly learning the wonderful 
songs from the show. 
Oliver, by Lionel Bart and based on Dicken’s Oliver Twist, will be 
presented in the Town Hall Alyth from Tuesday 21st April to Saturday 
25th April 2015 
Honorary Members of Alyth Musical Society receive priority bookings 
for the show and their names in the programme.   If you would like to 
become an Honorary Member, (donation required) please contact 
either Marjorie Twivey  01828 632494 or Isabel McCurdy 01828 
632744. 

Ron Kirkpatrick as Fagan and the ‘Kids’ from Oliver 
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Last Concert 
 
What was billed as Alyth Choral Union's last concert took place on 
14th December 2014. Choirs number were swollen by former mem-
bers who came together for this concert. Perthshire Brass conducted 
by George Annan played various festive music while Luke Newman 
accompanied the choir which in turn was directed by Helen M Addison. 
Pat Fegen gave a vote of thanks before everyone sang 'O come all ye 
faithful'. A larger audience than usual attended. 

Alyth Senior Citizens` Lunch and Socialising Club  - 
Exercise Group. 
 
The attached photograph illustrates a group who 
enjoy a period of 45 minutes in the activity of 
Exercise. This group meets every Monday Morn-
ing at 10.30am in the Airlie Street Hall and spend 
a delightful period of gentle exercise under the 
professional guidance of James a qualified and 
respected instructor in this field. Although this 
particular picture indicates that only women at-
tend there are a number of men who also enjoy 
their time in this group.  
The cost is £2.50 per session but if you pay a 
month in advance there is a discount.  

If you are interested and would wish to join please 

come along on any Monday at 10.30am and you 

will be made most welcome. We promise you that 

you will have a great time.  
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*~*~* ALYTH Dates for Your Diary *~*~* 
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!   

 
FEBRUARY 
 
5th Alyth Church Choir  Alyth Guild 
5th Bingo Tea  Alyth Scout Group 
9th Valentine’s Lunch  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
   Lunch and Socialising Club 
23rd Lunch  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
   Lunch and Socialising Club 
25th Beetle Drive  Alyth Scout Group 
28th Coffee Morning  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
   Exercise Group 
MARCH 
 
5th Talk by Mr Tom Dalziel on  Alyth Guild 
 ‘The Holy Land’ 
16th Lunch  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
   Lunch and Socialising Club 
30th Easter Lunch  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
   Lunch and Socialising Club 
31st Quiz Night  Alyth Scout Group 
 
APRIL 
 
21st—25th Alyth Musical Society  Alyth Town Hall 
25th Coffee Morning  Alyth Scout Group 
 
JUNE 
 
20th Garden Fete  Alyth Scout Group 

 
 

FOR ALL EVENTS CHECK ONLINE www.alythvoice.co.uk 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)  - 01828 633219 

Alyth Town Hall  (Sandy McCurdy) -01828) 632744 

     (Jean Coleman)        - 07710417545 

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) - 01828 632717 
 

Blairgowrie Police Station   - 0300 111 2222 

Perth Police Station - 0300 111 2222  

Hydro-Electric Emergencies    - 0800  300 999 

Scottish Gas Emergencies  - 0800  111 999 

Scottish Water    - 0845  601 8855 

Alyth Post Office - 01828 632 301 

Alyth Health Centre   - 01828 632 317 

Alyth Primary School - 01250 871 370 

Blairgowrie High School   - 01250 871 200 

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service      - 111 

Anti-social Behaviour Team        - 01738 476 173 

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor      - 01738 562 358 
 

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service, send the Voice your details. 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

Main Health Centre Number: 01828 632 317 
Repeat Prescription Line: 01828 633 663 

(24 hour answering machine) 

Community Nurse: 01828 632425 

Health Visitor: 01828 633 954 
After Hours      - NHS24 tel: 111 

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  
Late surgeries by appointment  

Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  
Extended hours one night per week by appointment 

Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm 

Extended hours morning by appointment 
Fridays 7am - 8am 

Blood Clinic by appt - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am 

ALYTH VOICE TEAM 

 

Editor:                           Paul Ramsay - 01828 632 992 

                    editor@alythvoice.co.uk 

Compositors:                                                Catriona Ronald 

            copy@alythvoice.co.uk 

           Daniel Channon 

Advertising:                      Pamela Luscombe—01828 633693 

                              (between 9am and 3pm only please)  

                                          advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 

Distribution:      Paul & Barbara Prettyman - 01828 633 725  

Alistair Scrimgeour 

                                                delivery@alythvoice.co.uk  

Treasurer:                                  Michael Kay - 01828 632 690  

                                                        accounts@alythvoice.co.uk 

Webmaster:                    Derek  Todd - web@alythvoice.co.uk 

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice 

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts for  
publication are submitted before the 14th day of each month  

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all changes 
before the dead line of  the14th. Changes, adverts received after this 
date will not be included. The Voice can no longer call/visit on adver-
tisers. Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if 
no further amendments are received. Once your space is lost further 
adverts cannot be guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be 
booked.                                     
        Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 

- VOICE TEASER -  
 
Voice Teaser for December/January:   
Can you decipher these common Christmas Carols? 
1. Happiness to the Global Ecosystem  
2. Small male percussionist  
3. I am experiencing nocturnal visions of a colorless holiday  
4. Festoon the Corridors  
5. A Non-summer fairytale area  
6. Oh holiday conifer  
7. Ten plus two twenty-four hour periods of holiday festivity  
8. Hey tiny city in Israel  
9. In a remote location in a barn stall 
 
Answer - 
1. Joy to the World  
2. Little Drummer Boy  
3. I'm Dreaming of a White Christmas  
4. Deck the Halls  
5. Winter Wonderland  
6. Oh Christmas Tree  
7. 12 Days of Christmas  
8. Oh Little Town of Bethlehem  
9. Away in a Manger  
 
Voice Teaser for February: 
 
What occurs once in a minute, twice in a moment and never in one 
thousand years?  

mailto:advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
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A&J JOINERY 
 

P.V.C. WINDOWS, DOORS, WET WALL 
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS 

LAMINATE FLOORING 
No job too small  

All types of joinery work carried out 
 

T: 01828 632 581 M: 07597 114 868 

Mollison Construction  
all construction catered for -    

foundation and drainage works, 

utilities laying, concrete works,  

slabbing, kerbing, mono blocking, 

site layouts and preparation works. 

also available, mini-digger hire with 

self drive or with operator  

FREE ESTIMATES 

Derek Mollison  

01828 633 742 / 07745 449 331 

derek.mollison@btinternet.com   

David MurphyDavid Murphy  

Painter & DecoratorPainter & Decorator  
  

Interior & ExteriorInterior & Exterior  
  

No Job Too SmallNo Job Too Small  
  

Competitive RatesCompetitive Rates  
  

Free EstimatesFree Estimates  

Quick Reliable ServiceQuick Reliable Service  

25 years experience25 years experience  
  

For a professional finish call:For a professional finish call:  

01828 63257101828 632571  

0776207783907762077839  
  

paintermurphy@hotmail.co.ukpaintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk  

R. D. BuildersR. D. BuildersR. D. Builders   

 

 

For Free Estimates 

Tel: 01828 632231 or  

Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

Stonework 

Extensio
ns 

Renovatio
ns 

Harlin
g Etc. 

TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  

CONSERVATORIES 
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424 
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

Smarty Paints 
Painters & Decorators 

 

Free Quotations 
We stay until the job is finished 

 

Cairnleith House 
Cairnleith Street 
Alyth 
 

Please contact  
 David Mitchell 
 

Tel: 01828 633472 (evening) 

Mobile:07793 553147(day) 
email: 
david.wmitchell@btinternet.com 

Charles A Davidson 
 

Blacksmith, Welder & Fabricator 
 

Gates and Rails made, erected and repaired 

All fabrication and farm work undertaken 

 

Tel: 01828 632948 

Mobile: 07957 766546 

For all your joinery services: 

Home Improvements 

Fitted Kitchens 

Timber Decking 

Solid Laminate Floors 

AW JOINERY 

01250 870 693  

07876 133 342 
www.aw-joinery.com 

Jimmy Christison 
 

Joinery and all types of 

maintenance 

 

Over 40 years experience 

 

Newtyle 01828 650371 

07732321901 

Email:  

jimmychristison@btinternet.com 

                                 
A. STRACHAN 

 

FENCING 

 

CONTRACTOR (ALYTH) 

 

ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDER-

TAKEN 

MOBILE 07754762683 
Evening Phone:01828 632493 

astrachanfencing.co.uk 

Need Something Moved ? 
 

Van with driver for hire. 
 

 Single items, half day/full day, 

regular or contract work.  

2 Strathmore Terrace, Alyth   

 Phone Graham Davie 

07850 580 222 

mailto:derek.mollison@btinternet.com
http://www.aw-joinery.com
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KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL 
SERVICES 

 

All types of Aerial and satellite 
Supply, Installation and repairs 

undertaken. 
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV 

mounting / Multiroom TV points. 
Tidy Job inside and out 

guaranteed. 
 

For free estimates 
 

Call John Soutar 01575 572875 

Established 1980 

Electrical Contractor 
E.C.A. Registered and Approved 

 

Stewart MacDonald 
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

Telephone  01828 632 995 

MURRAY PENNYCOOK  
Est. 1975 

Plumbing & Heating 
 

Gas . Oil . Solid Fuel 

Central Heating Installations 
 

Rhones . Leadwork . Drains 
 

Free Estimates 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01828 632 135 

Mob: 07850 733481 
Meigle Road, Alyth, Blairgowrie PH11 8EX 

A.Soutar  
Woodburning And  

Multi Fuel Stove Installations 
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU 

 

TEL:01575 572875 
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk 

Services Include, Dry Appliance 
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed, 

Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems, 

Chimney Work And Many Other 

Services! 

For More Information don’t  

hesitate to call! 

Estimates Given 

 

WINDOW CLEANING. 
 

Licensed and Insured. 
Domestic and Commercial. 

Town and Country. 
 

For free quotation  
 

Call Alistair Thomson 
 

01250 876435 / 07522 661 006. 

 
We are now located at  

34 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ, 

(beside the Jet Garage).  01250 874598 
 

 FREE MEASURES FREE DELIVERY 

 We stock carpets from £5.99, various in stock  

3m wide vinyls from £9.99. 

We have 20+ rolls of in stock carpet,  

ready for prompt fitting. 
 

 £20 VOUCHER, OFF ANY SALES OVER £250, 

WITH THIS ADVERT, AT TIME OF ORDERING 

Willow Wood Burners 
Log burning is a cheap and  

carbon neutral energy. 
Wood Burners and flue systems installed. 

Hearth and stove surroundings formed from 
contemporary to traditional. 

Log stores formed, flues swept &  
stoves maintained. 
Call Arnold White 

Tel: 01828 632467/07736248718 

£600 could revitalize 
your kitchen 

 

New worktops, a new sink, a new 
hob, for as little as £600. This 

would include two new 3 metre 
worktop sections, a precision 

 mitre joint (no metal bars) a new 
sink and tap and a new hob. New 

doors could also be fitted for 
about £50 each. 

 
Call George on 01250 716166 or 

0787 954 2449 or  

email rki@live.co.uk 

Visit www.ramsayskitchens.co.uk 

IAN BROGAN 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS 
 

Washing machines, Dishwashers, 
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges, 

Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners 
 

Telephone 01250 872225  
or 07801704997 

RENDEZVOUS 

**HAIRDRESSER** 
 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  

Tel: 632097 
 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

Gift Vouchers Available 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR 

 
 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 

 
 

 See full menu instore 
 

 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

 

Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm 
 

Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm  
 

Sunday  4.30pm - 9.00pm 

Classic 
Restorations 

Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire 

Phone: 01828 633293 

Mobile: 07885 316689 

Fax: 01828 632529 

 

 
Jaguar XK140 Roadster 

Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen 

Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk 

www.classicrestorations.co.uk 

  Mechanical 

  Electrical 

  Panel Work 

  Ashframe repairs 

  Paintwork 

 Interior Trim 

mailto:A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
http://www.ramsayskitchens.co.uk
http://www.classicrestorations.co.uk
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C Max 

Garden Services Alyth 
 

All aspects undertaken 
 

22 years experience 
 

Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming & 

renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting & 

removal, topiary, weed control, chemical 

spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting, 

tree & plant pruning and shaping, border 

maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all 

types), slabbing & block paving, 

landscaping, turfing & grass seeding, 

driveways & patio power washing. 
 

From a tidy up to a regular maintenance 

programme to suit your needs 

The only call you'll ever need to make 

for your garden and grounds 

maintenance. 

Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341 

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk 

ALBA LOGISTICS 
PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND  

COLLECTION SERVICE 

 
 

Come to us for a fast, personal  

service.  We transport goods and  

equipment quickly and reliably,  

to anywhere in the UK, 

Over-night and same day service 

available. 

 We are a fully insured, family-run,  

local enterprise. 

M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606 

albalogistics@btinternet.com 

Johnston Groundworks, 
 

Concrete Specialist experienced 
in Slabbing,  Block Paving & 

Driveway  
Projects Drainage & Foundation 

Works, Decking, Fencing &  
Garden Reforming, 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Douglas Johnston on 
01575 560248 by Alyth 

07834518524  
Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com 

DUNCAN ROSS 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY & 

FULLY INSURED  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 

Lawn scarifying from 

£30 phone for a  quote 
 

TEL: 01828 633392 

Mobile: 077 1072 1923 

  :  075 2652 3773 

 

J B BUICK BUILDER  
Local Builder since 1975 

 

 All general building work  
 Garden walls 
 Conversions 
 Repairs and alterations 
 Garages 
 Extensions  
 Renovations  
 New build 
 

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES 
  

 Exterior and interior plaster 
work 

 Roughcasting/Harling  
 Cement rendering   
 Ceramic wall and floor tiling  
 Domestic and commercial 

work  
 

All work carried out by fully  
Qualified professionals and  
finished to a high standard 

 

Call now for free estimate 
 

Tel 01828632661  
 

mob 07540926699 
 

Or email me at 
 jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk 

S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spring sale 6 hours of labour £60 

Also available slots for routine 

works in 2015 

I&D Insurance Services 
Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.  

Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the 
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be 

there when you need us most. 
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn  

 
The Friendly Faces of Insurance 

Your local broker serving your local community 
 

16 Airlie Street Alyth 
01828 633000 

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk 

 

Hodge Solicitors LLP 
 

For Wills 
 

01250 874441 

28 Wellmeadow, 

Blairgowrie. 

Registered childminder 
 

Now has full and part 

time vacancies 
 

Tel: Alyth 633744  

or 07743628785 

Regain your Vitality  
with Kinesiology 

 

One to One Consultations 
 

Contact: Liz Jenkins KFRP 
on 01828 632141  

or liz.jenkins@live.co.uk  
 

3 in 1 Concepts -  
 

Kinesiology Federation 
Registered Practitioner 

Treasures 
 

Classic and Vintage 
Something Special 

Something Different 
Old and New 

Pop in and have a look. 
Browsers welcome. 

13 Airlie Street 
Don’t let your garden birds miss out. 
Pick up some wild bird food or suet 

balls while you are in. 

Sparkles Cleaning 

Service 
 

Domestic  

and Commercial 
 

Blairgowrie 
 

Call Anne,  

07835030533 

http://www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk
mailto:albalogistics@btinternet.com
mailto:liz.jenkins@live.co.uk
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Alyth Community Council News January 
2015 

 
Happy New Year everybody! 
Your Community council stands ready to do the business of 2015 on 
your behalf! 
We are delighted to confirm three new members of the Community 
Council and welcome them warmly.  They are Rachel Wallace, Chris 
Leighton and Paul Prettyman.  We would be pleased to have a few 
more members, so please consider putting yourself forward for this 
worthwhile and enjoyable job.  Please see the article elsewhere in this 
issue. 
We are pleased and proud to congratulate our new Citizens of the 
Year (2014-15) and wish them much enjoyment during their year of 
tenure.  Thank you all who nominated them. 
The Citizen of the Year is Sheena Fotheringham for her work with the 
Brownies and other community groups, the Young Citizen is Megan 
Stevens for her work with AYP and the Group Award winners are the 
Strathmore Junior Golfers for their very successful year including play-
ers in the Junior Ryder Cup.  Trophies will be presented, as usual at 
the Volunteers Party. 
Volunteer ‘s Party!  This is an important message about a change of 
date.  Please note that it will take place, as usual, at the Town Hall 
between 2pm and 4pm on Sunday 22nd February - not the 1st  of 
February.  
The date had to be changed due to the extended Christmas/New Year 
period with no opportunity to meet and plan the party. 
The next very busy Community Council meeting will be in the main 
hall of the Town Hall on 25th Feb at 7pm.  Open to all. 
If you have any comments or enquiries please contact any ACC mem-
ber. 

 

Barbara Prettyman, acting Chair 

Dippers in the Burn 
 
Standing for a moment before joining the queue for the checkout in the Co-op, I looked through the magazines on the periodicals stand. I noted 
'Horse and Hound', 'the Scottish Farmer' and sundry others, many with pretty cover girls: I decided that I liked a lovely brunette best, and then my 
eye lit on 'The Scots Magazine'. Now, I had been meaning to buy the current number because I noticed somewhere recently that Jim Crumley had 
an article about beavers in it. I took a copy from the shelf and looked for the piece in question. Well, there it was and blow me down if he hadn't 

written about the very same subject that I had chosen to write about in February’s ‘Voice’! In short, Jim's article in 'The Scots Magazine' is as much 

about dippers as it is about beavers: and why not? Here is what I wrote, but I should like to recommend Crumley's excellent piece in January's 
'Scots Magazine' to you. 
The dipper is a delightful bird. For a while I have been able to watch one going about its business along the Burnieshed Burn here at Bamff. The 
first I know of its presence as I walk along the path is the song,  melodious, but slightly harsh. I stop and stand, wondering when the bird will reveal 
itself to me. It is going to be hard to make out in the snow blotched landscape. Perhaps it will show itself by taking off and flying swiftly along the 
burn to some other stance, where it will look out for things to eat, or it will give itself away by bobbing up and down and displaying its white front? 
Today, it was the latter. All of a sudden I realised that a white patch on the other side of the burn was the dipper. I watched to see what the bird 
would do. At one moment it jumped into the water and splashed around for a while. I hoped to see what it had caught, if anything, but could see 
nothing. It emerged from the water and went back to its stance. Dippers favour streams with fast flowing water and gravelly beds. Their diet con-
sists mainly of the larvae of mayflies and caddis flies and other insects, as well as some fish eggs and very small fish. I watched for some moments 
and took a few photographs before moving on into the wood. The exciting thing about the colonisation of the Burnieshed burn by dippers (and the 
visit last autumn of a kingfisher) is that it is evidence of the increasing productivity of the burn and its capacity to maintain populations of birds, fish 
and mammals, having been until eight years ago no more than a narrow ditch, and seasonal destination in the years past of breeding sea trout. 
The harder weather of the last few days has brought in the snipe. Out for a walk at dusk, I disturbed several of the birds. They zigzagged into the 

sky, crying ‘Grit, grit!’ Three mallard quacked their way off the flooded land as I continued on my way, slithering cautiously over the refrozen patch-

es of ice. Over the fence at the end of the field, I climbed up the bank and on to the farm road, then down the other side and over another fence into 
the West Wards. The burn is running full and the water level in the wet wood beyond is as high as I have seen it. The neatly cut canals are flowing 
and paths to felled trees show that the beavers are active. Having completed my circuit I headed for the warm glow of the kitchen windows and a 
cup of tea. 
 
Paul Ramsay 
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Alyth Family History Project 

Alyth Community Development Trust Update 
 
Work to set up the Alyth Community Development Trust is ongoing: 
The four working groups we set up at the end of last summer met regularly over the autumn of 2014:  

Developing the Local Economy: Led by Andrea Holbrook and Simon Montador 
Supporting Existing Voluntary and Community Groups in Alyth: Led by  
Derelict Sites & Town Centre Regeneration – which decided to combine – led by Clare Cooper and Barbara Prettyman 

Below are three short reports from the working group leaders:  
Developing the Local Economy by Andrea Holbrook 
“We have been considering the local economy on two fronts.  
The first being arts and crafts of which we have a wealth of in the local area, this has been with a view to helping groups already set up, and looking 
at ways to help promote Alyth as being a destination to enjoy these crafts. 
The second is to go back to basics using statistics, to try and ascertain how Alyth thrived in the past and what the Alyth economy might look like in 
the future.” 
Supporting Existing Voluntary and Community Groups in Alyth Working Group by Marian Bruce: 
“We all know that Alyth is a great place to live and one thing that many people love about living here is the great community spirit of the town. 
This spirit is demonstrated by the volunteers in the town. At the last count there were a mindboggling 60 voluntary groups and community organisa-
tions in Alyth - an amazing number for a population of a mere 2300 people.  These groups provide recreational, social, educational, health and 
spiritual benefits to the folk of Alyth and are all highly valued. Voluntary groups are usually held together by a small committee who are often in-
volved in running more than one group and are invariably short on time. One important aim of any Community Development Trust is to work along-
side existing groups and help and support them their important work.  We are currently carrying out an audit of all the Community Groups in Alyth to 
find out if and what assistance would be useful for our community groups.  For example, help that we could provide might be to find suitable grant 
funding, draft funding applications, provide help with accounts, charity regulations or returns or simply find new volunteers. Community Develop-
ment Trusts have access to funding from the Scottish Government and European Union that aims to strengthen local communities and we hope to 
be able to access this funding to help make Alyth an even better place to live.” 
Derelict Sites and Town Centre Regeneration by Clare Cooper and Barbara Prettyman. 
“We began by identifying all the sites in the town that were in various stages of dereliction and/or unsightliness and began contacting all the private 
owners to see what their future plans were for each of them. Some owners have been very hard to track down and some sites, like the two owned 
by Muirfield right in the centre of Alyth alongside the burn, whose unsightliness and dereliction have blighted the heart of our town for many, many 
years are subject to ongoing planning applications. Perth & Kinross Council are being very helpful and supportive to the working group and we 
hope to be able to encourage all the private landowners to take appropriate action to improve the state of these sites or sell them on to others who 
will. It will take time, but once the Community Development Trust is up and running it will be able to energise resolutions further. The Town Centre 
regeneration plans are ongoing and many Alyth folk will have already participated in the various public meetings around this over the last year or 
so.  In order to achieve anything like the vision that has been proposed, the Community Development Trust will need to spearhead additional fund-
raising to the tune of around £120,000. Diane Cassidy from Perth & Kinross Council has the following update on the project from their side: Follow-
ing the design exhibitions of the proposed town centre improvements, the team are revising the designs based on people’s comments and working 
with the community to look at external funding options to enhance the improvements. The designs are still available to view at: http://
www.pkc.gov.uk/alythplacecheck and further comments can be sent to placecheck@pkc.gov.uk” 
Legal Structure and Staffing 
We have also submitted the paperwork to set up the Community Development Trust as a company limited by guarantee without share capital. This 
should be operational shortly. Seven citizens of Alyth have agreed to act as interim Directors until the first AGM: 
Amanda Blakeman, Marian Bruce, Clare Cooper, Eileen McBain, Simon Montador, Barbara Prettyman, Paul Prettyman 
An application has been submitted to the Drumderg fund for a grant to support a part time administrative and fundraising co-ordinator to start work 
on pulling together all the ideas coming out of the working groups and to start fundraising to make them happen, prioritising additional fundraising 
for the Town Centre Regeneration. 
Anyone who is not already part of the above working groups or who would like to get involved in any way, please contact Clare Cooper 
on clarelrcooper@gmail.com 
 

What are Development Trusts? 
Development trusts are community organisations which: 
- are owned and managed by the local community 
- aim to achieve the sustainable regeneration of a community or address a range of economic, social, environmental and cultural issues within a 
community 
- are independent but seek to work in partnership with other private, public and third sector organisations 
- aim to reduce dependency on grant support by generating income through enterprise and the ownership of assets. All trading surpluses are princi-
pally reinvested in the organisation or the community. 
What do they do? 
Local people set up development trusts to tackle local issues and to improve the quality of life in their community. As a result, development trusts 
become involved in a very wide range of activities. 
Despite the diversity that is reflected in what they do, all development trusts are underpinned by a strong ethos of self-help and self-reliance and a 
belief that community regeneration which is achieved through community owned enterprise and assets is the way to build strong and sustainable 
communities. 
These are just some of the activities which development trusts are currently involved in: running the local shop and post office, developing play park 
and recreational facilities, managing a housing development, developing renewable energy projects such as wind farms, managed workspaces, 
setting up training programmes, running childcare or youth services, preserving the local heritage, restoring and conserving historic buildings, coun-
tryside ranger service, running the village petrol pump, a multi purpose arts and crafts centre, property development, tourism, environmental im-
provements, childcare, furniture recycling, running a sports centre, commercial forestry and woodland management. 
In short, anything and everything that might help build a vibrant and sustainable community. 

http://www.pkc.gov.uk/alythplacecheck
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/alythplacecheck
mailto:placecheck@pkc.gov.uk
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AIRLIE GARAGE 
ALYTH 

Telephone: 01828 633363 
 

Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs 

Welding  & Steam Cleaning 
 

Panel Beating, Spray Painting and 
 Restoration. 

All Jobs Considered 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Estimates 
Tyres at competitive prices 

Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced 
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service 

Quality Used Cars For Sale 
Open 9 am ‘til late 

KEEP CALM 
AND  

SHINE ON 
 

SCOTT’S MOBILE CAR VALET 
 

Mini Valets from £35 
 

Full Valets from £50 
 

Full interior valets from £35 
 

Full exterior valets from £35 
 

Tel 07715039215 / 01828 650728 

 

Ian Miller - Your Local Councillor for the Strathmore Area 

Surgery: Alyth Town Hall (Old Chambers) on 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm 

Tel: P&K Council 01738 475018 (8:45am-5:00pm) or Home 01250 873304 

Email:  imiller@pkc.gov.uk  

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY 
 

SPORTS AND REMEDIAL 

MASSAGE 

BOWEN THERAPY 

01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744 

www.utopiamobiletherapy.com 

jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com 

CHRISTINES BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS 

Enjoy a professional treatment in 
warm relaxing surroundings with a 
personal touch day/evening 
appointments to suit 
Nouveau lash extensions & express 
lashes. 
Full range of waxing 
Fabulous Facials 
Eye treatments incl Tinting & Perming 
Heavenly Bodies Spray Tanning 
Make-Up 
Manicure/Pedicures 
Shellac 
Minx 
L.V.L Lashes 
Body Massage 
Packages Available 
Gift Vouchers 
 

Call anytime for more information or call in. 
 

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177 

Christine Churches  
“The Pines”, Meigle Blairgowrie, 
PH12 8RN 

Denwell Driveways &  
Landscaping 

 

Barry McLean 01828 633215 / 
07738181237 

 

Concrete Monoblock 
Gravelling Slabbing 
Decking Grasscutting/ 
     Garden Work 
Fencing Turfing 
Digger Work Chainsaw work 
Powerwashing Odd jobs 
Dung supply  Skip/Quarry runs 
     & delivery Digger hire from 
Man with a Van      April 2014 
 

‘Local, friendly, trustworthy and 
reliable service’ 

Do you have stiff neck and shoulders? 
Do you suffer from lower back pain? 
Would you like to flatten your abs? 

 

Try Pilates classes with  

Strathmore 
                       

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

All ages and abilities welcome 

Classes: £42 per 6 wk block, inc induction 
Ante / post natal Mon 19:00 – 20:00 

Multi-level Mon 20:00 – 21:00 
Ante / post natal Tues 09:45 – 10:45 

Multi-level Tues 11:00 – 12:00 
Multi-level Thurs 11:00 – 12:00 

 

Greengairs Health & Fitness, Rattray, PH10 7HE  
Blairgowrie Physiotherapy clinic, PH10 6ET 

 

Contact: 07730 413674 or Jo@leitfie.com 

 Strathmore Realistic Pilates. Website to follow 
  

egular classes make you stronger, more mobile and flexible 
and help with balance and posture Opening in February.. 

 

Café in the Square 
  

2-6 Market Square  
Alyth 

DAVIDSONS CHEMIST 
9 Airlie St, Alyth   

 

Tel 01828 632302 
 

 

New Range of Jewellery 
 

PRESCRIPTIONS DISPENSED 
 

 

Minor ailment service and advice  

 always available from your  

local pharmacist 

mailto:imiller@pkc.gov.uk
http://www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
mailto:Jo@leitfie.com
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PILATES  

Mat Classes and 1 to 1 Classes 
St Catharine's Community Centre, 

Blairgowrie 
 

Tuesday evenings and  
Wednesday mornings 

 

Pilates is a corrective form of 
exercise, targeting the deep postural 
muscles that support the spine and 

lower back, building strength from the 
inside out. The aim is to achieve a 

balance between strength and 
flexibility and plays a key role in injury 

prevention and rehabilitation. 
For details of class times and prices 

Tel: Julie 07963 088 112  
(Body Control Pilates and Reps Member) 

julesbpilates@yahoo.co.uk 

 

MURDO FRASER MSP  
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE 

 For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.  

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990  or write to him at  

The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

NUMBER 5 
01828 632297 

 

TRICIA CATHY 

CHIROPODY  &  SUGARING 
 

FACIALS, EYELASH/BROW TINTING 

MANICURE, PEDICURE,  

BY CREATIVE NAILS 

*NOW AVAILABLE* 

TANTRICK (SPRAYTAN) £20 
 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE  

TUES TO FRI. 

Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic 
Treatment in the comfort of your 

own home for: 
 

 Nail Cutting 

 Callus’ or Corns 

 Fungal Infections or 

Athletes Foot 

 In-growing Toenails 
 

For all your Foot-care 

 requirements contact: 
 

Madeleine McIntosh  

S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP 
 

Registered Foot-health Practitioner  

01250 872005 or 

 mob 07904 382840 

Alyth Dental Care 
 

20 Commercial street 
 

Now open and registering  
new patients. 

 

Gentle dental care 
Friendly caring staff 

Late nights and Saturday  
appointments available 

NHS or Private available 
All forms of routine dentistry and 

 cosmetic treatments incl 
White fillings, dentures, whitening, 

implants, crowns/bridges 
Tel:01828 633313 

info@alythdental.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Telephone 01828 650728 /  
07885 949766 / 07809 387893 

 

Commercial Cleaning 
Domestic Cleaning 

Holiday Cottage Cleaning 
One Off Cleaning 

New Build Cleaning 
End of Tenancy Cleaning 

Office Cleaning 
 

The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,  
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT 
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Voice Articles 
 

Thank you all for your letters and articles—they are appreciated by 
all in the community. 
If you have a hobby or just want to write on any subject that you 
think would interest the folks of Alyth, please feel free to submit to 
copy@alythvoice.co.uk.  Please also let us know if you would be 
interested in submitting a monthly article—we all appreciate the arti-
cles and poems from our regular contributors. 
When submitting an article, it would be a great help and much appre-
ciated if articles submitted could be in a separate attached document 
and in font: 
Main text—Arial Narrow, 10pt  
Titles—Arial, 12pt and bold.   
Also if photos could please be supplied as separate attachments. 
 
If you are able, please compress any photos so that they are suitable 
for documents (usually up to around 300 Kb).   
Don’t worry if you are unable to do this formatting—it would just be 

Your Letters, Public  

Notices & Local Groups 

Electric Vehicle Charging Points in Alyth 
 
Following enquiries from local residents, the Alyth Community Devel-
opment Trust are keen to hear feedback from Alyth businesses and 
residents as to whether they would like to see Electric Vehicle Charg-
ing points in Alyth. 
 
Please drop an email to Clare Cooper on clarelrcooper@gmail.com 

Thanks from Sheena 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to everyone that has sent letters, 
cards and phoned me congratulating me on being named as Citizen 
Of The Year.  Your kind words are very much appreciated. 
Alyth is such a great place to live with many people giving their time in 
different ways to make it such a fantastic town.   
I am very honoured to have been nominated for this award. 
 
Thank you 
 
Sheena Fotheringham 

Burnside Inn Games Day  
 
All proceeds to  
Alyth Branch British Legion 
Sunday March 8th  
Darts Pool & Dominoes 
Raffle 
Register 1.30 Games start 2pm. 
Any further information or donation of raffle prizes please contact 
Burnside Inn 01828 633356 

Tennis Club Thanks 
 
Blairgowrie New Tennis Club would like to thank the Alyth Business 
Association for allowing us to have a stall in the Airlie Street Hall on 
Victorian Day. 
We raised the sum of £265.70. Thank you to the Alyth people for sup-
porting us. The Christmas hamper was won by the Rev Mike Erskine, 
Alyth & the New Year Hamper was won by Shirley Davidson , Blair-
gowrie.  
Many thanks 

Winners 

The winner of the cut your own tree is Liam & Brodie Wurr. The cap-

tion they sent in was “ I ‘saw’ 3 trees as I was ‘sleighing’ by!!"  

Farewell to the Alyth Choral Union 
 
On Sunday 14th December, the curtain came down on the final perfor-
mance of Alyth Choral Union in Alyth Parish Church.    The concert 
was very well supported by a large enthusiastic and appreciative audi-
ence. 
 
The programme was very well received with Perthshire Brass and 
guest solost Layla Brown firm favourites with the audience. There 
were many comments of regret and sadness that this concert marked 
the end of an era. 
 
President Pat Fegan paid tribute to the Choir members, past and pre-
sent who had given such great service to the Choral, some mem-
bers having been in the Choir since it was formed in 1982.   
Thanks were expressed to the patrons, the Church and members of 
the public who had supported the Choral for so many years. It is 
hoped that sometime in the future, Alyth Choral Union  will once again 
feature in the Community .  
 
Janey Mac Farlane 

CHRISTMAS DAY at BURNSIDE COURT 
LOUNGE 
 
Thank you to everyone who offered their help, made soup & dump-
ling, gave gifts or money towards food (including “Santa” who handed 
in money to Burnside Inn), and those who popped in to join us at 
Burnside Court Lounge where we had a wee gathering for people who 
were otherwise facing Christmas Day on their own. We had a lovely 
afternoon and those who attended appreciated having company. 
 
Irene Robertson (New Alyth) 

mailto:copy@alythvoice.co.uk
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Don’t have access to email? 
It’s free in the Airlie Street Library 

Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups 

THANKS 

Jessie would like to say a big Thank You to all friends, neighbours and 
relatives who sent their good wishes, cards and gifts when I was in 
hospital. I am home again and feeling quit well but to be careful with 
what I am doing and take things easy, so I better behave. I have just 
noticed I forgot to say Thank You to everyone who paid me a visit, I 
must also say a Big Thank you to all my family for their unfailing atten-

tion to me once again. 

Yours Sincerely 

Jessie Millam 

Alyth & District Business Association 
Extraordinary General Meeting 

at The Arlie Street Lounge, Airlie Street, Alyth  
on Thursday 12th of February 2015 

 

The Chairperson Rev Angela Maughan & Vice-Chairperson Mrs Flo 
McNeil have called an Extraordinary General Meeting at the above 

venue to enquire if Alyth & District Business Association can/will sur-
vive. Constitutionally the Association should have nine Committee 

Members including Office Bearers but has been running with only a 
Committee of six, if two are missing from a Committee Meeting we do 
not have the quorum as is required by our constitution. Three Commit-

tee Members are desperately required. 
If you are a member or a prospective member and are interested in 

your Association please attend the E.G.M.    
 

Michael Kay Secretary/Treasurer 

Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club Membership 

for 2015 / 16 

 

Adults (Full Member)     £120 

New Members               £60 

Adults (Tennis only)       £50 

Children - Under 12        £10 

Youths - Over 12            £20 

 

All new members welcome. 

For further information please call into the Clubhouse or contact Ange-

la Robertson on Tel No .01828 633275. 

Alyth Christmas Lights 
200 Club 
December Draw 
(Thanks to Tommy in Dorward's) 
1st - £50 - 55-  Mr J Muir 
2nd - £30 - 134 - Mrs M Shepherd 
3rd - £20 - 177 -  Miss J McCowan 
-------------------------------------------------- 
January Draw 
(Thanks to Heidi at Treasures) 
  
1st - £50 - 137 - Mrs M McNicoll 
2nd - £30 - 2 - Mrs L Don 
3rd - £20 - 151 - Mrs L McNaughton 
---------------------------------------------------  
 Now that the Lights are packed away for another year 
 we  want to say thank you all for your part, however big or small, 
 for another successful display. Your support is very much appreciat-
ed. 
  
Renewal letters for our 200 Club, year 2015-16,  will be 
 prepared soon and will be delivered during March. 
 
L Gordon 
Treasurer 

Thank you To Alyth And Beyond  
 
As some people may already know, I recently took on a very time 
consuming and hardworking year of fundraising for a well-known char-
ity – Diabetes Uk.  
A lot of work is put into the charity itself and it has now been known as 
“The Silent Killer”.  
Many people around us have Diabetes – Either Type one or two.  
People sometimes don’t realise what it may do to you in effect of ill-
ness.  
So I started fundraising in January Last year (2014), and I was trying 
to reach towards a £1,000 Target over the course of the year. I did 
think it would be difficult and I knew it would be a struggle. I then real-
ised that this small town known as “Alyth” were a very generous and 
caring community and so were the people far and beyond.  
The year of fundraising held many different events – Sponsored Walk, 
Ceilidh, Facebook Raffle, Aloe Vera Night and I think that’s all!  
Many people came to these events and were very well supported.  
There were many times when I did not think I would be able to go 
ahead with the events due to not enough tickets being sold or small 
things that worried me.  
After all my fundraising has been done and finished with for a year, I 
can announce that I have made not £1,000 BUT £2,140 For Diabetes 
Uk.  
I am more than happy with the support and generosity of people 
around Alyth.  
Thank you to everyone that has helped me raise my money, handed 
donations for raffle prizes, helped me in anyway and for supporting my 
events.  
I can now wipe the slate clean and start again in 2016, when hopefully 
we will “Cutloose, Footloose, kick off your Sunday shoes” – So hold in 
and keep your diary free.  
One more thing – I am trying to set up a fundraising group in Alyth, 
And I am needing a group of people to help me do so – we will work 
as a group and make sure we all support each other- For more infor-
mation please contact myself on 01828 633742.  
Thanks again for the support  
 
Ryan Mollison  
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MAILING LIST 
Our continued challenge to ensure the future of 
a free Alyth Voice, has led to implementing a 
charge for postal Voices.  An annual charge of 
£21 will apply to all UK addresses for posting.  
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually. 

This charge includes the cost of 
producing the Voice. 
To get your Voice by post, send to 
Mike Kay, 15 Airlie Street, Alyth, 
PH11 8AH. 

We have many members linked to the Voice 
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the 
page every week. Have you visited yet? Re-
member you don’t need to join Facebook, just 
follow the link on the Voice website. The main 
advantage of having a Facebook presence is the 
real-time ability to circulate information instantly. 
It’s worth a look...   

 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth
-Voice/188758381152091 
 

DONATIONS 
Thank you to everyone who has donated recent-
ly to the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps 
ensure the Voice remains free to every house-
hold. There are 3 ways to donate:  

1. Collection Tins in shops, 
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer, 
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using 

the secure  
PayPal system.  
 

Please support your Voice today. 

Alyth Parish 
Church 

 

 
 

Morning Service at 11am every Sunday. 
Evening Service at 6.00pm on First Sunday 

of each month  
 Special Services.  

 
~~~ 

 
Primary and Senior Sunday School. 

Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal 
School Terms. New recruits are always most 

welcome. 
(Primary caters for children aged between 3 
and 7 years. Senior caters for children be-
tween 8 and 12 years) (A Creche is availa-

ble for children under three years). 
 
 

~~~ 
 

Prayer Group. 
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in 

the Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. 
Everyone is most Welcome.   

 
~~~ 

 
The Guild.  (Meeting in the Lower Hall of 

the Church at 2pm). 
5th February – Alyth Church Choir.  

5th March—Talk by Mr Tom Dalziel on the 
‘Holy Land’ 

 
 
 

FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT 
see ‘Local Services’ 

Open Sundays 2-4pm 
(Easter till Remembrance)  

Tel: 01828 633 045  
 

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk 

 

We now have a Facebook page 
 

www.facebook.com/AlythFHP 

ST NINIAN’S  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
SERVICES 

 
 
 
 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband 

Tel: 01250 874 583 
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com 

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org 
 

February 

Sun 1st 11am Book of Common Prayer 

Communion 

Sun 8th 11am Sung Eucharist 

Sun 15th 11am Sung Eucharist 

Sun 22nd  11am Sung Eucharist 

Sundays 
9.30am 

St Luan's,  
Alexandra St. 

Alyth 

Saturdays 
6.30pm 

St Mary's, 
Dundee Rd. 

Coupar Angus 

www.ststephensblair.co.uk 

Weekday Mass 
telephone 

01250 872 171 
or visit 

Sundays 
11.00am 

St Stephen's, 
Bank St. 

Blairgowrie 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH  

 

Home Safety Check—
Angus Care and Repair 

 
Recent statistics released by the Infor-
mation Services Division – NHS.: 
In 2012 / 2013 there was an 18% in-
crease in hospital admissions in Angus 
for people aged over 65 years of age, 
due to home injury. 
 
As you will be aware, we can carry out a 
home safety check for older or disabled 
people, free of charge.   
 
I would ask you to remind people of this 
service in order that we can try to elimi-
nate as many of the environmental haz-
ards as possible. 

Alyth Parish Church –  
Flower Group. 

After each Sunday Morning service the beau-
tiful arrangements of Flowers that have 
adorned the Church are distributed to Fami-
lies who have been recently bereaved, to 
those who are sick in Hospital or in their own 
Home and to anyone else considered to be 
in need of some comfort. 

This service is provided by a group of dedi-

cated people who give of their time every 

Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any 

way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson 

on 01828 632 151. Your help will both valued 

and much appreciated  by many. 

Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
http://www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
https://www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
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EASSIE HALL 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES   

Weekly activities in the Hall 
Monday  : Yoga 3pm & 6pm Ket-
tlercise 8pm, 
Tuesday  : Zumba 7pm, 
Wednesday  :  Table Tennis 8pm, 
Thursday  : Kettlercise 6pm 
   Social Dancing 7.30pm 
Sunday : For  November Beginners Dance clas-
ses 6-8.30pm 

 
Events 
Art Classes 
For those who wish to take up Art  as a hobby or 
career why not join the Eassie Art Class?  
Held fortnightly on Saturday 10-12 noon for those 
who wish to dabble artfully or create a master-
piece, all abilities attend. 
For more information contact Linda Breckenridge 
01307 840323. 
 
Jazz in the Village (Please note Change of 
Date) 
 with Sat 21st Feb 2015 8pm in Eassie & Nevay 
Hall,Balkeerie. 
Ian Miller and Dominic Spencer  
http://www.millarandspencer.co.uk 
Further details to be confirmed soon 
 
Table Tennis in Eassie and Nevay Hall 
Wednesdays from 8pm to 9.30pm 
Beginners and experienced players are welcome 
so come along to improve your game and social-
ise. 
Open to anyone over 16 years 
Cost £4 per session 
Contact Philip Jenkins on 01307 840 215 for de-
tails. 
 
Christmas Market : Glamis : 7th December 
Glamis Christmas Market Sunday 7th December 1
-4. Various stalls, Santa's Grotto. Masonic Hall, 
Glamis. 

   
 

Alyth Youth Partnership, Alyth Community Wing, Albert Street, ALYTH, PH11 8AX 

 Phone: 01250871350 Email: alythhub@hotmail.co.uk 

Registered Scottish Charity: SC 027023 

Alyth youth partnership (SCIO) 

Alyth Youth Partnership SCIO provides positive diversionary activities for young people 
in Alyth and the surrounding area.  We also provide volunteering opportunities within the 
committee and clubs.  AYP is a charitable organization run by local people for local  
people. 
 
Monday  6.30pm-8.00pm Youth Club 1  Alyth Community Wing 
        10yrs-S1 
 
Tuesday 6.30pm-8.30pm Youth Club 2  The Hub, Airlie Street 
        S2-15yrs 
 
Thursday 2.00pm-5.00pm Job Busters  The Hub, Airlie Street 
        15yrs-25yrs 
 
Thursday 7.00pm-9.00pm Music Group  Alyth Community Wing 
        12yrs-25yrs 
 
Mon-Fri  4.00pm-9.00pm The Hub drop-in The Hub, Airlie Street 
        (4-5pm 12-25yrs) 
        15yrs-25yrs 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about the clubs, holiday programmes or volun-
teering then please contact the AYP Youth Workers for more information: 
 
alythhub@hotmail.co.uk 07591126986 

 

         Alyth youth partnership 

 

ALYTH PHOTOGRAPHIC 
CLUB 

 
Meets Monday evenings, 7.00 pm, in 
The Thistle Lounge of the Airlie Street 

Bar, Alyth. 
 

Friendly, fun, informative with interesting 
and varied programme. 

 
Talks, slide shows, practical evenings, 

competitions, outings. 
 

Welcomes new members – come and try 
out! 

 

For more info, please ring 

Jenny on 01828 632201 

ALYTH PARISH CHURCH 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY 

DANCE GROUP 
Classes take place in Airlie Street Hall on 

Thursday evenings from 7.30 - 9.30pm 
Beginners welcome to this well established 

friendly group 
An easy way to keep active and to exercise 

both body and mind 
New session begins on Thursday 11th Sep-

tember, 2014 
Following the retirement of   

Irene Cruikshanks 
 we are delighted to welcome Alan Grant as 

our new tutor 

For further information contact Secretary 

Angela Meachen - 01828 632532 / 

07772016827 

30 Years Achievement ! 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to all my clients 
for  their custom the week beginning the 16th oct, 
and a donation of £300 has now been made to-
wards this years xmas lights fund.  
   Wendy, Shear Success 

The Voice—Thanks 
 
A big Thank You from the Voice team. The Alyth 
Voice collection boxes have been emptied and 
there is a great total of  £ 99.26 . 
 

   The Alyth Voice Team 

Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups 

http://www.millarandspencer.co.uk/
mailto:macfarlanep@msn.com
mailto:alythhub@hotmail.co.uk
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Glenisla SRWI 
Glenisla Hall  

Tel: Sheelagh Cameron 01575 573214 
New Members Welcome 

 
Thursday 4th December 2014 at 7pm 

RHET – A healthy Interest In Food with 
Gill Lawrie, Arbirlot 

 
Thursday 8th January 2015 at 1pm 
“Antiques” with Rev Ian Murray 

 
Thursday 12th February 2014 at 1pm 

Gloria Mitchell, Kirriemuir – Demonstra-
tion of Fascinators & Corsages 

 
Thursday 12th March 2015 at 7pm 

A Talk on 2014 ACWW Conference in Nor-
way with Jean Alexander & Mary Wyllie, 

Forfar 
 

Thursday 2nd April 2015 at 7pm 
Container Grown Vegetables with Arthur 

Lawrence, Alyth   
 

Membership £20                   Visitors £3 

ALYTH & DISTRICT PIPE 
BAND 

new members are always welcome 
Tuesdays – Town Hall, Alyth 

Beginners 6pm and Players 7pm 
Wednesdays – British Legion, Blairgowrie 

Players 7pm 
For info email 

Jacqui@alythpipeband.org.uk 

Alyth Senior Citizens' 

Lunch & Socialising Club 
 (Perth & Kinross Healthy Communi-

ties Project) 

Tel Jackie Doe 01738 473146 

 New Members & Volunteers 

Most Welcome 

Exercise Group at 10.30 in the 

Airlie Street Hall 

 (£2.50p per week or pay Once a 

Month at a Reduced Rate) 
Every Monday from 5 January 

to 30 November (Except 6 July).                     

Lunch at 12.30 in the Airlie 

Street Hall (£2.50p per person) 
February 9 (Valentine`s Lunch) and 

23; March 16 and 30 (Easter Lunch). 
Would you like a lift to the Lunch 

Club? Tel 632023. 

 

Please note 

Exercise Group Coffee Morning - 

28th February at 10.00am 

        STRIDE FOR LIFE  
          ALYTH GROUP  
Stride for Life is a walking project providing 
FREE led walks for individuals in their com-
munity.  The group meets on a Tuesday at 
1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.   Our walks 
last approximately 45-50 minutes.   Walking 
is a great way to keep active and make you 
feel better.   We think it's much more fun 
walking in a group and enjoying a good old 
blether!   On average we have about twenty 
walkers so why not come and join 
us.   There is no need to book, just turn up 
on the day!      
 
Peter Robertson (Walk Leader) 01828 
632674  
Marja Dalziel   633 032 (Walk Leader). 
Tom Dalziel  633 032 (Walk Leader).  

 

Humpty Dumpty  
Early Years Care 
To arrange a visit or add  

your child’s name to the waiting list, 
phone Karen on 07984647659 

Offering play sessions for children age 2 
to 4 on Tuesday & Thursday mornings 
9.15 to 11.45 am in Alyth community 

wing. 

Alyth Art Group 
We meet on Tuesdays from  

10am to 12 noon  
at the Community Wing of Alyth  Primary 

School 
If you would like to join our friendly group 

please contact  
the Secretary – Angela Meachen   

01828 632532 
for more information  

Alyth badminton club  

 
The 2014-2015 Season commenced on 

Tuesday the 2nd of September in the Airlie 
Street Hall. 

Membership  £15.00 
Nightly Fees     £3.00 

New members welcome over 18’s only. 

Soft Ball Tennis 
 

Each Thursday morning, 10.30am, - 

11.30am, in Airlie Street Hall. Cost is 

£2.00. Come and enjoy. Looking  

forward to seeing new members. 

 
Meigle Art Group 

 
We have had to relocate from  
The Group meets on Tuesday  

mornings from 10am 12pm and 
would welcome new members. 

Equipment can be provided 
 for starters. 

 
Contact 633811 for further details  

STRATHMORE TOTS 

 

Parent and baby/toddler group 

We meet every Monday  

10am - 12 noon  

in the Alyth town 

Please join us for a tea or coffee 

and chat while the children play.  

Snack is provided. £2 per family to 

cover costs.  

Find us on facebook or e-

mail strathmoretots@gmail.com 

Ericht Art Club 
Please be advised the Ericht Art Club 
restarts on the 11th September after 
there summer break. we are a friendly 
little club, where people of all abilities 
from beginners to expert painters are 
made most welcome. the main objective 
is to enjoy your hobby in a fun environ-
ment. If If you would like to find out more 
please contact Tina Gliddon on 
07443338580 or Lesley Garside on 
07739463594    
                       Regards Gordon Coutts 

Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups 

mailto:Jacqui@alythpipeband.org.uk
mailto:strathmoretots@gmail.com
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A letter we received 
 
I am curious to know whether you or any local historian know that the first maps of what is now called Alyth, from the 16th to the early 18th centu-
ries, showed the town name as Eliot (spelt progressively as Elycht, Elicht, Elyeht, Elioht and finally, and correctly by modern standards (since there 
was no standardised spelling during these centuries), as Eliot, by the highly respected cartographers, Herman Moll, of European fame, and John 
Adair, employed by the Scottish Privy Council.   
The first man with the scribal or charter name d'Alyth, was Elias, in 1189.  His descendants, Walter, and Walter's sons Walter and Thomas, valets 
in the retinue of the Earl of Atholl, all figure in later documents.  Walter and Thomas were taken as prisoners at Dunbar in 1296, and listed as being 
taken to castle prisons in England, with Thomas ending up at Kenilworth.  He must have been released in time for a summons, via the Earl of Ath-
oll, to serve with his brother in the army of Edward I in France. In 1306, Walter senior forfeited the baron of the Brae ( among the forfeitures listed 
by the historian Geoffrey Barrow in his biography of Robert Bruce.) 
All the above names are given to the kirk of Eliot, the Forest of Eliot and the town of Eliot, said by Scott of Satchells in the late 17th century, to have 
been the home (i.e. baronial ) town of a 'baron of renown', i.e. Walter, whose clan was transplanted by Bruce to Liddesdale, a highly strategic area 
which needed holding by a fighting clan, from (quote) a town called Elliot at the foot of Glenshee.'  He got his geography wrong, but old maps of 
Angus show Elliot near to its border on the Perthshire side. My 'goodsir' was probably Scott of Buccleuch.  For an unfathomed reason - possibly 
political since these were northern intruders in the Borders - they were given the charter name Elwald, but this appeared only in official documents, 
and by the end of the 16th century, the name Elliot was reasserted.  It had never disappeared.  
"The town of Elliot was their antiquitie, 
Which stands in Angus, at the foot of Glenshie;with brave King Robert Bruce they hither came;Which is three hundred and eighty years agone;In 
West Teviotdale these gentlemen did dwell,They were twelve great families, I hear my goodsir tell;Their chief was a Baron of renown,Designed 
Reid-heugh, which is now called Lariston." 
The Elliots became, as is well known, together with their Armstrong neighbours the most powerful and infamous of the Border Reivers. Their settle-
ment and that of hundreds of others, Norman, Flemish ( like the Douglas, Murray and Innes families) and Breton (the Stewarts and the Elliots) had 
taken place during the introduction of feudal military tenure into Scotland by David I, continued north of the Forth by his grandsons Malcolm IV and 
William l, the Lion. Past clan historians had overlooked this most important period in Scottish history, when seeking the origins of the name Elliot.     
After digging deeply into the history of Middle English and Middle Scots, and its anarchic spelling, I have come to the conclusion that Alyth was the 
way in which a French speaking scribe spelt d'Alliot, a mutable variant of Elliot, a name noted for its many variants by George MacDonald Fraser in 
his "Steel Bonnets."  It was a name spelt as Alyth, which would be spelt as spelling became standardised,  either as Alliot or Elliot when spoken, as 
a matter of scribal preference. When a different, English speaking scribe heard it spoken, he spelt it ( in the prisoners' list of 1296) as Alight and 
Alyght.  William d'Alight was a Perth burgess. The French scribe was using the y as a semi-vowel (that of 'yes') and he, as was typical of French 
scribes, added a redundant h.  The English versions ended in t, but there too, the h was redundant.  Successive cartographers struggled with the 
name, until, as spelling became more phonetically accurate, it became spelt as it is today.  
As shown by a recent DNA project, and confirmed by the first clan historian (myself) probably to speak French, by French registers of births and 
other honours records, the Elliots were Bretons who crossed to England among the 1000 Breton mercenaries.  Alliot and Elliot are mutable name 
variants still found today in the largest clusters in Brittany, along with other variant names like Eligott, Ellacott and Ellicott, all derived from the Bre-
ton (Celtic Brittonic) name Elegoet.  
So d'Alliot/d'Elliot was a Norman type toponymic surname ( before the French Revolution there were d'Elliot nobles in Brittany), which had, like 
many Celtic names here and in Brittany, suffered a shortening under the influence of French.  Alyth, in my view, is a scribal or charter name, not 
one of Gaelic origin, nor one attached to a previous  thanage.  It suddenly appeared for the first time on later 18th century maps.  Where Moll and 
Adair had visited the place and asked for the name, and had written Eliot, subsequent scribes clearly turned up old records and entered the scribal 
name.  A purported Gaelic origin of the name can, in my view, no longer be supported, and neither can any supposition that this was the name 
given to a thanage. Alliot variants such as Alytt and Alitt corroborate such a view.  
Walter's barony of the Brae was awarded to a Bruce opponent, Adam Brunying, but since his son and heir, John, a substitute justiciar, had come 
over to Bruce, a compromise was needed during the post Bannockburn settlement.  As far as I can see, the Elliots were the only northern clan to 
be awarded lands in the Borders, and as late as 1583 the Elliot laird of Redheugh was the only Border patriarch in a long list of Border 'surnames' 
submitted to Lord Burghley, actually named as a chieftain. At the same time as the Elliots were resettled in the Borders, the Border Gordons 
(Adam) got former Strathbogie lands, in the north.   
I may, of course, be bringing already known facts to your attention.  A long essay, based on research, about the origins of the Elliots, in Brittany, 
England (especially in Devon and Cornwall  (Eliots of St Germans) where a Breton earldom was created, Yorkshire, where the greatest of the Bre-
ton magnates was Earl Alan of Richmond, and where the variants Alliot, Allott and Alitt can be found in their greatest numbers.  
My essay can be found via the history link on the Elliot Clan Society website, and to this will be added a further research paper, dealing in greater 
depth with the vagaries of medieval spelling. If you would like me to send to you, by attachment in pdf format, my latest submission, I would be 
delighted to do so.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Keith Elliot Hunter, QPM, BA.  
 
 

 JOHN SWINNEY 
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you. 

You can contact John at 35 Perth Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6DL  
Tel. 01250 876576  Fax. 01250 876991  

email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 
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PETS PANTRY 

 
19 High Street, Blairgowrie 

 

Tel: 01250 870772 

Keith Nicol 

 GRANGEMOUNT 

      CATTERY 
         Aberbothrie, Alyth 

 SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 

     INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS 
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore 

 PERSONAL ATTENTION  
FROM THE OWNERS 

DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY 

Tel: 01828 632284 

 

 
Simon Bogle 

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR 
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS 

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup 
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design 

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139 
 

www.airliecomputers.co.uk 
 

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday 
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland 

David Scott Ltd 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENT AGENTS 

 

Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
 

7 Toutie Street Alyth 

Call for appointment 
 

Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries 
A 24 hour service is maintained on 

01828 633 433 

 

 

 

 
 

Specialised Dementia Care  

in a Domestic Setting 
 

·DAY CARE 

·RESPITE CARE 

·RESIDENTIAL CARE 
 

All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens : 

Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:  

Trained Staff to promote independence and choice. 
 

www.hopeparkhouse.com 
Tel 01250 872349 

Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie  

 

 

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert  Ed) 
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal 

Tel: 01828 633501 

JIM MORRICE 
 

Saxophone, Flute and 

Clarinet Tuition 
 

Tel:01828 633 137 
 

 

Beginners Welcome! 

Based in  
- Meigle - 

M: 07961 879239 

www.resoluteit.co.uk 
 

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk 

 

Looking to buy a new computer? 
Want advice on purchasing or developing 

your Business I.T. Infrastructure? 
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC? 

Tired of Call Centres / going back to the 
store? 

 
We Offer Home & Office Visits! 

(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**) 
 

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of  
computer services including: Repairs & 
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;  

Network Solutions & Broadband Support 
 

 

Technical Support Services 

The Home Straight 
Moving, Downsizing & Aging in Place 

Solutions for older people 
 

As we grow older, making a decision 
about where to live is stressful. We can 

help you, whether you want to stay where 
you are, or, move and downsize to a 
smaller property, sheltered housing,  

residential care or nursing home. 
 

We can advise on adaptations to your 
current home so that you can continue to 
live there safely and independently and 
we can support you through the entire 

process of moving and downsizing. 
 

Find out more at 
www.thehomestraight.org.uk 

Or email us at:  

info@thehomestraight.org.uk.  

Or call us on 07840 544420 

   

Carpet Care Carpet Care Carpet Care  

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather  

Cleaned and Protected 

Neil Stewart 
Call for a Free Quote: 

01828 632771 or 01250 875216    

Solutions 

alythsolutions@aol.com 
Solutions Print and Promotion Facebook 

page, check out the latest designs and 

images available; new catalogue for 2015 

lots of exciting garments for leisure,  

corporate or just for fun………..ring Mike  
 

01828633065/07742934072 

No min charge, no setup charges,  

http://www.hopeparkhouse.com
http://www.resoluteit.co.uk
http://www.thehomestraight.org.uk
mailto:info@thehomestraight.org.uk
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JRT’s  
Gents & Juniors  

Hair Salon 

Closed Mondays 

Open from 9.30am 

Tues- Sat  

3 Commercial Street 

Alyth 

Tel: 01828 632637 

No Appointment  

Necessary  

Reflexology or Aromatherapy Massage 
- experience relief from a variety  

of conditions including digestive,  

circulatory, arthritic 

- or simply enjoy relaxation time for 

yourself 

Gift vouchers available 

Contact me now:  

Sally Robertson Tel: 01828 640201 

18 Mill Street Alyth, Ph11 8BJ 

Tel: 01828 633781 Mobile: 07432216525 

Just 4 Kidz Day Care Nursery 

We are a privately owned Nursery which has 

now been registered with Perth & Kinross Coun-

cil, this enables us to provide Government fund-

ed places for children aged 3-5 yrs. 

Entitlement would be for 16 hours per week free. 

We also offer a variety of Private Services for 

Babies & Children up to the age of 5 yrs. 

We can offer Full Days 8am-6pm, Half Days  

8am-1pm & 1pm-6pm, 

Play Sessions 9am-12pm & 1pm-4pm & a Drop 

In Service which would be charged at an hourly 

rate. 

In all our sessions we follow Pre-Birth to Three 

Guidelines & The Curriculum for Excellence. 

Please contact Tracey or Marie for further de-

tails on numbers above. 

Handy Hubby 2 Hire 
GORDON M KIDD 

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, 

TV, Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard 

Landscaping and much more. 
 

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT 
 

gordon@handyhubby2hire.com 

T: 01828 633998  

M: 07933 705476 

WEE MACHINES 

(ALYTH) 

Victoria Garage 

Victoria Street, Alyth, PH11 8AU 
 

Garden Machinery 

Small Plant 

ATV’s and Utility vehicles  

Repairs and servicing  

Full workshop facilities 

 On site service available 

 

Garden Machinery and  

Power Products Stockist 

Telephone Jim on  

07783 626321 or 01828 632777 

E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com 

www.weemachines.co.uk 

Firewood 
Hard wood split logs £80/cubic metre, 

kindling £5/bag, free delivery Alyth 
Tree surgery & 

woodland management 
 

All staff fully trained and insured, no job to large or too small 

07580778700  
clive@communitytreecycle.co.uk   

Gauldswell Wood, Bamff, Alyth 

 employment law 
 

 commercial 
 

 property 
 

 wills & executries 
 

 dispute resolution 
 

 power of attorney 

 legal advice for Tourism Industry 

 

 

 

 

 

farah adams – solicitor & notary public 

“a refreshing approach” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

call: t. 01250 874 485  
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation 

e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.  

www.adams-law.co.uk  

Ronald Saunders 
 

Roofer/Slater 
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs 

Lead Undertaken, 
 Insurance Work. 

 

01828 633053 / 07761857994 

SHEAR SUCCESS 
12 Airlie Street Alyth 

01828 633234 
 
 

Opening hours: 
 

Monday & Tuesday - Closed 
 

Appointments Wed, with Zoe 
Thurs & Fri 9 - 5.30, Sat 9-1 

 
Hair extensions &  

gift vouchers available. 

mailto:jimsweemachines@btinternet.com
http://www.weemachines.co.uk
mailto:farah@adams-law.co.uk
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Home-Start Perth is a voluntary 
organisation which supports 
Families with young children 
throughout Perth and Kinross. 
Our trained volunteers, who all 
have parenting experience, 
will visit a family in their own 
home offering practical and emotional  
Support. Volunteering for Home-Start Perth can 
be very rewarding.  We are always looking for 
new volunteers.  We are also keen to encourage 
new Trustees to Home-Start Perth.  If you feel 
you have skills which could benefit the 
organisation, please get in touch for an informal 
chat in the first instance with Susan on 01738 
638847.  Visit www.homestartperth.org.uk or 
email us on info@homestartperth.org.uk. 

WRVS   
Books on Wheels 

 

Can’t get to the library?  
We deliver books to your door... 

Books – in normal or large print / 
Audio Books – cassette player 
req. / Music CDs and Videos  

 

Telephone 01250 872 905 for 
details 

Freephone 24hr  
Dementia Helpline  
tel: 0808 808 3000  

Alyth and District branch 
of Alzheimer Scotland 
meet on the first Mon-

day of the month in the lounge of Burnside 

www.alzscot.org  

RECYCLE AND HELP 

A large box from Childline and NSPCC charities 
is placed at the reception of the Alyth Health 
Centre for 
 recycling inkjet cartridges 
 toner cartridges 
 mobile phones 
 hand held games 

consoles 
 digital cameras 
 MP3 Players 
 satellite navigation 

Units 
 Used spectacles (in aid of Vision 2020) 
 

Please bring any of these items to the Health Centre 
for recycling & help these charities. Alyth Library 

Calling all Alyth Voluntary Groups 
and Clubs 

Promote your organisation in Alyth Library 
Display space is available in the library win-

dows 
Call in at the Library for more information 

Or call 01828 632731 

 
ALYTH VOICE NEEDS 

YOU!! 

Alyth Voice urgently needs 

“Reserve Voiceteers” to cover 

for sickness/holidays or to take on a round 

when next available. Please contact Barbara 

or Paul Prettyman prettyfolk@btinternet.com 

to be placed in the system.  

STRATHMORE DEMENTIA 
INFORMATION CAFE 

This drop-in café has information 
stalls to browse and time to chat over 
a cup of tea/coffee with other people 
with dementia, family members and 
carers.  
    The café is held on the last Tues-
day of the month in St Catharine’s 
Church Hall, George St, Blairgowrie 
PH10 6EY, from 10am-12 noon  
    There will be speakers to give a 
short talk on alternate months and on 
the other months, complimentary ther-
apies and hand massages. See local 
press for details. 
    Staff from the Strathmore Dementia 
Service will also be available every 
month to offer free, confidential 
memory tests. No need to book, just 
come along. 
    For further information, please con-
tact Strathmore Day Opportunities on 
01250 871938 or Fiona Matthews, 
Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor 
on 01738 562358 
    We look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Local Services and Appeals 

Alyth Library 
(for FREE internet access & advice 

on tracing your ancestors) 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  

Sunday—Closed 

 

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm &    

  5pm—8pm 

Friday 9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm 

Closed for the Winter! 
OPEN May-September 

Wed-Sun 1pm-5pm    

 

ADMISSION FREE 
ARTICLES 

AND DATES 
FOR EVENTS 
IN THE VOICE 

 
If you have Events that are due in the 
first week of the month, please con-
sider putting an advert for the event 
into the Voice the month before the 
event.   
 
We cannot guarantee that the Voice 
will be delivered by the first of each 
month. 

    

Enquiries over winter by e-mail only to: 

fhp@alythparishchurch.org.uk 

A 

L 

Y 

T 

H 

Family 

History 

Project 

http://www.homestartperth.org.uk
mailto:info@homestartperth.org.uk
http://www.alzscot.org/
mailto:prettyfolk@btinternet.com
mailto:fhp@alythparishchurch.org.uk
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Top o’Toon  
 
Thanks tae Bill Pidsley we got tae Choral & Band concert (great solo-
ists tae) used tae luv the Sabbath Bandstand at Magdalen Yard. Still 
await my Polish P.C. Georges! 
 
Got ower 100 cards – nae emails. Must keep posties in a job! 
 
Wha needs George Clooney when we’ve got Dr Johnston’s charm & 
skill? AND Rev. Mike. 
 
One outstanding card cam frae a 5 year old Jack Parker. 
 
Disappointed nae tae see recent ‘Jersey Boys’ Look forrit tae next 
filum nicht, Johnny Agnew. Weel done. 
 
Thank ye tae KILRY lunch club fir remembering wi’ jam & happy 
thochts. Hope tae be better sune. 
 
Able & apt (but sad) closing speech by President P. Fegen of Choral 
Union. Did ye hae flashbacks, Allan, o’ ither crazy skule concerts & 
wild parties? Ye were a truly guid clerk o’ works & honourable scout-
master. Many fowk remember, as eh div. 
 
Wis it really sae lang, since the 1st Victorian Day? Eh dressed up as a 
TROLLOP – Whit else? Dinnae hae the siller noo, but aye hae the 
photies! 
 
Tae end ona cheery note – Rev Mike paid a home visit recently. 
Nice man. 
 
Josie 

Robert Burns 
 

The frost wis keen, the earth like stone, 
Whin Rabbie slang the harness on-- 

Up early, at the crack-o-dawn, 
Wi’ thumpin’ heid! 

He groaned, and stifled monie a yawn— 
Wished he wis deid! 

 
The Clydesdales snorted! As they toiled 
Tae drag the ploo through frozen soil; 

Thir big een flashed, thir swite near boiled, 
But Rab held firm! 

Roond blistered hands, the reins wir coiled 
An’ writhed an squirmed! 

 
The cooter smashed a wee bit hoose 
That sheltered yin wee lanely moose, 
And turned the puir wee cratur loose 

Tae face the blast! 
Rab’s heid wis goupin’ wi’ the booze; 

His hert dooncast... 
 

A hare wis howlin’ like a bairn; 
Rab cursed the dootfae need fur snarin’: 
Sic cruelty! On his nerves wis wearin’, 

And broke his hert... 
He’d search fur snares, this very morn— 

Tear them apert! 
 

Yin day, he ploo’d a daisy ower, 
An’ took the time tae stand an’ glower; 
And prayed that God gie him the power 

Tae save this Gem: 
This modest, crimson-tippit flower 

On slender stem. 
 

A Genius, wha wid hae the power 
Tae win respect, the World ower; 

Abune the common –man he’d tower, 
An’ haud his ane! 

A Hert that even loved a flower, 
And, what a Brain! 

Local Lipreading. 
  
Over the past few months many things have happened in the local Lip
-reading classes in Blairgowrie and Perth.  In September, John Swin-
ney MSP supported them by visiting a taster session in Blairgow-
rie.  The lip-reading tutor, Susan Brown, organized a raffle to raise 
money and raised £624, ensuring local classes can continue for a 
further year, and was interviewed on Radio Heartland.  The new term 
saw the enrolment of twenty-three new students.  Who, in addition to 
learning to lip-read heard a number of useful and interesting talks, 
such as the ones from Mr. Ron Haston of ihear who spoke about the 
Comfort Digisystem, a wireless system that works with hearing aids 
and cochlear implants, Louise Gill from North East Sensory Services 
spoke about what equipment Perth and Kinross Council can provide 
to help the hard of hearing in their own homes and a further talk by 
Clare Gallagher was about independent advocacy. Talks planned for 
the new term, which starts in January, include a visit from a Fire Safe-
ty officer to inform the class about the safety equipment available to 
the hard of hearing, a talk from Michelle Donoghue of Acton of Hear-
ing Loss who will speak about caring for hearing aids.  Anyone inter-
ested in joining the classes should contact Susan Brown on 01250 
872861. 
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PAUL’S SPAR STORE 

CONVENIENCE & OFF LICENCE 
 

10 Commercial Street Alyth 
 

NEW LOTTERY TERMINAL NOW INSTORE 
 

NEWSPAPERS * GROCERIES* CARDS * BEERS 

WINES & SPIRTS *MOBILE TOP UPS*GAS/

ELECTRIC/ TV LICENCE /ETC PAYMENT 

FACILITY AVAILABLE 
 

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS WELCOME WITH 

CASHBACK ALSO AVAILABLE 
 

Opening times 

Mon-sat 6.00am-9.00pm, 

 Sun 7.00am-9.00pm 

Tele 01828-632321 

Call Janette on 01828 640633 

 

Shaping Up…? 

 

 

Call Janette on 01828 640633  

Would an extra 
£300 - £500 per 
month working part-
time with flexible 
hours appeal to you? 

Lose 7 – 10 Pounds 
In Just 9 Days!! 

 

We Will Show 

You a Healthy 

and Balanced 

way to Lose 

Weight…! 

Too much month at 
the end of the 
money…?? 

  
Cherrybank I Leitfie Terrace 

 New Alyth I PH11 8NF 
www.amandablakeman.com 

Online Accounting Service 

 24/7 access to your accounts, safe, 
reliable and fast.  

Full Bookkeeping, VAT and Payroll 
Services 

 Self assessment, management and 
year end accounts.  

 Computerised or Manual. 

 SAGE training and business  
start-up.  

 Free initial consultation. 
 

Tel:   01828 633553                                                       

Burnside Inn  
Mill Street, Alyth  

 

01828 633356  
 

theburnsideinn@gmail.com  
 

Coffee Shop open Monday to Friday 

8.30am-3pm 
 

Serving Hot & Cold Drinks 

Breakfast Rolls & Lunches 

 Steak Pie Saturdays 5-7.30pm 

Steak Pie Chips & Veg including a 

drink £7 p.p 

 Free Wifi.  
Weekend Entertainment.  

Self Catering Accommodation.  

Beer Garden.  

Children Welcome.  

 

SALE OF ALYTH  SCENES 
POSTCARDS, CARDS & CALENDARS 

at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD 

--------------------------------------------- 

A percentage from the sale of the cards 

& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the 

mental health craft project in 

Blairgowrie. 
----------------------------------------------- 

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs 

Only two needed, £1 each 

Phone Listed Number 

TEL: 01828 632434 

www.frogpublications.co.uk 

DENNIS MELLOY 
 

Your Local Councillor 
 

For Surgeries in the 

comfort of your own home 
 

Contact details 

Mobile: 07786674776 

Home: 01828 632284 

E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk 

Reach  
everyone in the  

local  
community. 

 
 

Place an  
Advert in the 
Alyth Voice! 

 

http://www.frogpublications.co.uk
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J & J Howe 
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie  

 

Open Monday - Friday 8 - 5  Saturday 9 - 5 
 

 High Quality Removals and Storage 
 

Complete removal service 
Local and Long distance 
Specialist to the Islands 

Large containerized storage warehouse 
Get free quote for your removal 

 
AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS 

 

Auction sale on Mondays 6pm 
Goods on view from 2pm day of sale 

 Also Saturday 2 - 4 
Office open Tues and Wed  8.30 - 4 

 
See weekly list and auction dates on line  

 

www.jjhowe.co.uk 
 

INTERIOR SHOP NOW OPEN 
 

Selling carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains with a 
measuring, estimate and fitting service. 

Samples to take home and check the colours in your room. 
 

For further details of all these services phone 01250 872 361 
or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk 

 

Have your say on the draft Health and Social Care Integration Scheme 
 
People are being asked to air their views on an important milestone in the integration of health and social care in Perth and Kinross. 
Health and social care services are used by everyone. The population of older people in Perth and Kinross is increasing, and is predicted to continue 
to rise into the future. Whilst this is a very good thing it means demand for our health and social care services will also continue to increase. 
We need to ensure people with long-term conditions and disabilities, many of whom are older people, continue to get the joined-up and seamless 
support and care they need to live safely and independently in their own homes for as long as possible. 
To help us achieve this, adult health and social care services are being integrated in Perth and Kinross. Integration will see NHS Tayside staff and 
Perth & Kinross Council social care staff working closely together to deliver quality, sustainable care and services which will improve outcomes for 
people who use these services and their families.  
An important step in the process is the agreement of an Integration Scheme.  The Scheme will lay out how the Integration Joint Board will come 
together, outlining the agreed arrangements in such areas as governance and local delivery arrangements.  Importantly, the Scheme will outline the 
functions which are to be delegated to the Integration Joint Board. 
A draft scheme has been produced and a public consultation is now being held to gather the views of service users and their families, members of 
the public, elected representatives, health and social care providers and staff from across public, third and independent sectors. 
Once the Health and Social Care Partnership is established, we will set out in our Strategic Plan the services we’re going to deliver under the inte-
gration scheme. 
You will have the opportunity over the coming months to help shape our Strategic Plan and have your say on how health and care services for adults 
are delivered in your local area. 
You can complete an online survey about the Integration Scheme by visiting the Perth & Kinross Council or NHS Tayside integration web pages and 
clicking on the relevant link (see below). Please respond by Friday 27 February 2015.  If you are interested in attending an event during February to 
find out more about the Draft Integration Scheme, please let us know by emailing HCCInfo@pkc.gov.uk 
You can request a hard copy of the information, or copies in alternative formats, by calling 01738 476166 or emailing HCCInfo@pkc.gov.uk 
A public event will be held in March to feed back the findings of the consultation, and provide a general update on the progress of Health and Social 
Care Integration in Perth and Kinross. 
For more information on Health and Social Care Integration visit:  
 
www.pkc.gov.uk/integration  
www.nhstayside.scot.nhs.uk/OurServicesA-Z/HealthandSocialCareIntegration/index.htm 
 

http://www.jjhowe.co.uk
mailto:matt@jjhowe.co.uk
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The Curragh 
 
The Curragh is a flat area of limestone covered with lush, springy turf, about thirty square miles in extent which was, and still is, home to one of 
Ireland’s premier racecourses, a number of horse racing training stables and a large military establishment. 
The internment camp was an integral part of the military camp and known as No.2 Internment Camp, or K Lines. No.1 was for IRA prisoners and 
about a mile away No.2 was a typical prison camp in layout with an inner enclosure surrounded by a ten feet barbed wire fence, then an open 
space and another similar outer fence. There were heavy barbed wire toped gates in the outer fence and a small wicket gate in the inner fence. A 
guard-house between them controlled entry and exit, with another guard-house a short distance away. At each corner, in the space between the 
fences, there was an elevated guard tower. The guards were armed with clubs and pistols or rifles but it is believed that they had instructions that 
they should only fire if their lives are in danger or to prevent theft of their weapons. This meant they were often to be put in difficult positions but 
there is no record of them shooting an internee. The inner compound was divided into two by a high barbed wire fence, the “B Section” for the 
British and Allied and the “G Section” for the Germans, with separate gates from each section to the guard house. At this peak occupancy level it 
contained about 30-40 British and Allied internees and a considerably greater number of Germans.  
The overall commander of the Curragh Military Camp was Colonel McNally and the internment camps came under Commandant Guiney who was 
assisted by a captain, a Lieutenant Kelly and quite a large number of NCOs and men. Reinforcements were readily available from the main mili-
tary camp. 
Both British and German internees were allowed out of camp within a radius of three miles and at specified, but different times for each nationali-
ty. These times were for two or three hours on certain afternoons and evenings and as far as Dublin for one day a month. On these occasions 
they had to wear civilian clothes and this freedom was on the condition that these periods were ‘on parole’ and were not used in any way to make 
an escape. 
The British Government would not have condoned breaking parole to make an escape as it was of importance not to do anything to embarrass 
the government of de Valera, the Irish Prime Minister. He did not particularly care for the British nor did he wish to co-operate with the Germans 
and was trying to observe strict neutrality, despite heavy pressure from both sides. One American serving with the RAF did break parole to make 
an escape in 1942 and was sent back by the British authorities.  
The IRA and a number of other Irish nationalists believed and/or hoped that Germany would win the war. Their thinking was that by facilitating a 
temporary occupation of their country by Germany, as a base against Britain, they might obtain the help of Germany to incorporate Ulster into a 
united Ireland after the war. German bases in southern Ireland and the probable invasion of Ulster by Germany would have made things very 
difficult for Britain. There is little doubt that we had contiguency plans for a pre-emptive occupation of Eire if it looked as though this might happen. 
Hitler had plans prepapred for the possible occupation of Ireland but he would have depended on an acquiescent Irish government to ensure a 
quick and easy campaign. 

 

There were stories of German submarines landing arms for the IRA and 
being provisioned and refuelled at remote places on the west coast of Ire-
land. It is very doubtful, even if such landings took place, they could have 
refuelled but in the climate of intrigue and suspicion at that time almost any-
thing was believable.  
Prior to Bill’s and Covington’s arrival on the Curragh there was only one 
Allied occupant, Pilot Officer Paul Mayhew, who had arrived in September 
1940 after he had become lost and his hurricane fighter had run out of fuel. 
Other arrivals on the same day as Bill were the crew of a Blenheim bomber 
of 272 Squadron Coastal Command which had become lost whilst on 
coastal patrol over the Atlantic. They are believed to have parachuted from 
their aircraft when they ran out of fuel although some reports say they made 
a forced landing. They were sergeants Hobbs, Newport and Ricketts. There 
were about a dozen German internees at this time. 
Being interned on The Curragh under its fairly benevolent regime was obvi-
ously not comparable with the dangers and discomforts of prisoner of war 
camps in enemy territory. For the Germans there was little possibility of 
escaping and getting back to Germany. They seemed reconciled to waiting 
until Germany had won the war and they were released. As things turned 
out they were probably lucky to have spent the war there! 

For the British it was different as there was a reasonable chance of escape 

across the border into Ulster. The difficulty was it had to be done without 

breaking parole. This meant they had to actually break out of camp or get 

away by another method not taking advantage of the parole system in any 

way. The camp was run as a real prison camp and the Irish Commandant 

took his job of confining them very seriously. If they were caught escaping 

they were not likely to be shot at but might be roughed up a bit if they resist-

ed arrest. It seems that nearly all those detained at the time of the story did 

make an attempt to escape and, as we shall see, quite a number were 

eventually successful. 

Alyth Family History Project 
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The Deuchars of Mill of Fyal 
 
Catharine Douchers was born on 22 February 1736 in Blairgowrie. Although the clerk to the Kirk originally left room in the register for the father’s 
full name, it seems that he later filled the gap with simply “DOUCHERS”. Catharine was my G G G G G Grandmother. She later married James 
Stewart of Kirkmichael. 
In the Edinburgh Evening  Advertiser of March 1799 there is a full account of contributions from Alyth residents to a fund being raised (possibly to 
support an army should Napoleon attempt to cross the Channel) and John Dewchar, Mill of Fyal gave 10/6 (half a guinea) while James Stewart of 
the same address gave 1/6. We can deduce that John Dewchar was the leaseholder and James Stewart, his employee. We can also assume 
that John Deuchar was related to the mysterious DOUCHERS as James was by then 70 years of age and had for many years been the miller at 
Milntown of Rattray. His son, William, (my G G G Grandfather) was the miller at Fyal when he married in 1812, clearly succeeding his grandfa-
ther. In August 2014 I was privileged to see and touch the Mill of Fyal mill stones, now at Welton of Creuchies. This account is not, however, 
about me. 
In late November and early December 1806 Banns were called for James Deuchars, Mill of Fyal and Isobell Storrier “residing presently at Mains 
of Creuchie”. Children John and Betty were born in December ‘06 and October ’08 in Alyth. Subsequently eight more children were recorded  in 
Rattray. 
John  was born on 23 and died 30 Dec 1806. Elizabeth Beatty Deuchars (23 Oct 1808) married William Small of Rattray on 10 Jan 1830. No 
children have been seen. Rebekah (4 Aug 1810) married Peter Jamieson of Bendochy on 20 July 1828. They had nine children all born in Rat-
tray and Bendochy.  Virginia was born in 1812 but the record of her birth has not been traced and no more is known about her. Barbara (31 Aug 
1814) married Thomas Donald of Arbroath in Rattray in 1832. They had seven children in Alyth, Rattray and Dundee up to 1849. Barbara died on 
11 Sep 1852, aged 38, in Sydney, Australia according to a seemingly well informed source.  James Owller (8 May 1816) married Elizabeth Aitken 
in Lanark, Scotland on 7 Mar 1844 and they had son, David F Deuchars in Lanark in May 1845. The family emigrated to Alton, Crawford, Indiana, 
USA where James died in 1906 aged 91 and Elizabeth in 1909 aged 94. Their son married in Indiana. In an obituary printed by the Alton County 
Democrat it was reported that James was survived by his wife, son, six grand children and fourteen great grandchildren. Margaret was born in 
Rattray in May 1818 and married James Taylor of Crieff in November 1839. They had six children in Perthshire and then one in Independence, 
Washington County, Ohio. Six of the seven survived to adulthood. Not to be outdone by the Deuchars, they lie in Taylors Cemetery, Washington 
County. [see note] The headstone of their eldest son, Mungo, shows him to have become a minister of religion. George (10 Jun 1822) did not 
marry and died on 2 Mar 1875, aged 52. He lies in Deuchars Cemetery, Washington County, Ohio. Isabel  was born on 14 June 1824 in Rattray 
but no more is known. 
The final child is David who was born in Rattray on 9 June 1820 and who drew my attention to this family. He married Isabelle Murray on 17 May 
1846. She was from Carluke and aged 19. (As his brother James married in Lanark in 1844 and was still there in 1845 when his son was born, 
we can surmise that the brothers were in Lanarkshire together).Their son, James was born in Lanark on 1 April 1847 and their daughter, Isabelle 
early in 1849. The family arrived in New York in April 1849. Between 1853 and 1867 David and Isabelle had nine more children, seven of whom 
survived beyond childhood. David died in December 1899 aged 80 and Isabelle in November 1904 aged 77 and both are buried in the Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Deuchars, Washington County. One son, James, married in Washington County and produced another seven Deuchars. To 
estimate the total grandchildren should we multiply that by nine?  Is it any wonder that they founded a town?  
And if that is not enough, the matriarch, Isobel  Storrier, who was in Mains of Creuchies in 1806 and who can be found in the Scotland census of 
1841 in Monzie with son, James Owller Deuchars, when she was 55 years old, died in Deuchars, Washington County in 1864, aged 79. 
If your editor has found space for this then I should not test his patience. Given the number of members of this amazing family who emigrated to 
Ohio and Indiana and given that they generally had large numbers of long lived children there must be vast amounts of Mill of Fyal DNA on the 
east coast of the USA. If anyone in Alyth wishes to research this further, including viewing images of many of the gravestones, then there are a 
number of public family trees on the internet although the amount of detail and the accuracy of it varies from one to the other. That all, I think, of 
those trees have been researched and compiled by residents of the USA tells us that an awful lot of folk should recognise Alyth and Perthshire.  

[note] While preparing this article I noticed an error in a family tree on Ancestry.com and sent a message to the owner. As a result, Kathleen For-

shey-Burns contacted me. She is the G G G Grand-daughter of Margaret and James Taylor. She has visited Taylor Cemetery which is on the 

original family farm and she sends best wishes to all relatives, however remote, living in Scotland. 

 
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE will be 

closed from 12.30pm 
on the following afternoons for staff 

training 
 
25th February 2015 
18th March 2015 

 

IF YOU REQUIRE ADVICE OR AS-
SISTANCE WHEN THE SURGERY IS 

CLOSED, 
PLEASE TELEPHONE NHS24 ON 

111 

PATIENT NOTICE 
FLU VACCINATIONS 
  
Any patient aged 65 and over, or 
considered 'at risk', who missed our 
open flu clinics in October, can still 
make an appointment to have their 
flu vaccination with the Practice 
Nurse.  Or if you are attending for 
some other reason, please ask the 
nurse when you there if you can 
have it at the same time.  Phone 
01828 632317 

EXTENSION OF FLU VACCINATION CAM-
PAIGN TO INCLUDE PRE-SCHOOL AGE 

CHILDREN FROM 2 – 5 YEARS. 
 
All parents of children aged 2-5 who are not yet 
attending primary school will be contacted by 
the Health Centre and invited to attend one of 
our specific Child Flu clinics to be run in Novem-
ber and December of this year. 
 
These children will have a birth-date of between 
2nd September 2008 and 31st August 2012.  
Children already attending primary school will be 
vaccinated at school. 
 
Please note that our annual open flu clinics on 
3rd and 17th October are intended for those aged 
65 and over, and others deemed ‘at risk’. 

ALYTH HEALTH  
CENTRE 
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TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO  

ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER: 

• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all 

 businesses and individuals  

• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs  

• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your  

business  

• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans  

• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you  

For more information please feel free to contact us on: 

Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491 

E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk 

KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,  

Alyth, PH11 8AR 

www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk     

www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy 

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE 

 

Alyth Garage 
Alyth Garage • Cambridge Street • Alyth • Perthshire • PH11 8AW , Tel - 01828 633783 

Your Local, Friendly, Family Run Business. 
 

 

Free Winter Checks on your vehicle! 
With temperatures dropping make sure your car is safe for 

winter ahead so give us a call! 

M.O.Ts £40.00! Wheel Alignment £30.00! 

Late Night Wednesdays! Open 8am-9pm! 
 

Timing Belts, M.O.Ts, Clutches, Servicing, All Repairs,  

Work Vehicle Contracts, Motorbikes, Brakes, Tyres, Welding, 

Engine Diagnostic Checks, 4x4s, Engine Rebuilds. 
 

01828 633783 

http://www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
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SC AUTO SERVICES 

Victoria Street, Alyth 

01828 633660 
 

ALL CARS, VANS AND 4X4’S WELCOME 
 

SERVICING ● MOT PREP ●  

MECHANICAL REPAIRS 
 

TIMING BELTS ● WELDING ● BRAKES ● 

CLUTCHES 
 

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS ●  

TOWBARS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
 

FULL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE INCLUDING 

KEY AND IMMOBILISER PROGRAMMING 

ABS FAULTS, AIRBAG FAULTS, ENGINE FAULTS 

ANY LIGHT ON YOUR DASHBOARD WE CAN HELP 

scautoservices.org.uk 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT  

CARDS ACCEPTED 

Northlands Nursing Home 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE” 
 Highly qualified stable staff team 
 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day  
 Home cooked choice of meals 
 Secure gardens 
 Some fully funded places available 

 

Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on  
01250 876790 for further information  

or to arrange a visit. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Serving our local community since 1985 

Currently registering new NHS, Private and 

Highland Dental Plan patients 

Same Day Emergency Appointments 

(please phone by 9.30am) 

 Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry 

 Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation. 

Looking after you and your family. 

01250 875 136 

reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 

www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 

 

Market Square, Alyth, Perthshire, PH11 8AA 
Tel.: 01828 632309  Fax: 01828 632609 

 

WINTER WARMERS 
 

 Coal, burning peat, logs, loads of 
logs, kindling ready in stock to ease 

those long winter nights. 
 

Agents for Stihl,  
Gardencare, Power Tools Including 

Log Splitter & much more. 
 

Come down to your local Ironmonger 
for all your requirements & that  

friendly reliable service at a  
competitive price. 

scautoservices.org.uk
http://www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
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Alyth Hill Users Group - Update 
  
January 11th saw a hardy bunch of volunteers (11 crazy folk if you prefer) up at the Bike Park for the 2nd maintenance session.  We spent a couple 
of hours clearing drains and tidying up a few areas of the track.  When the weather dries up a bit we will spend time on the pump track where there 
are a couple of areas that require attention. Overall though, after six months of use the track has weathered better than expected - testament I 
guess to the skill of the guys who built it. 
  
2015 will see more maintenance on the Bike Park and hopefully a way of recording how many people use it.  The Alyth Bike Club will start up again 
after the Easter holidays on Tuesday evenings.   We will also be running our annual event, most likely in May or June this year with a small Ceilidh 
afterwards in the Scout Hall.  It’s also great to see the opening of Alyth Cycles. Good luck to Neil and Nicky with this. Looks like the Bike Park will 
attract people to Alyth – good news for our local economy. 
  
The Orchard has done well. Cider was made from apples and chutney from plums, some which was sold to raise funds. Most fruit trees have been 
pruned. Watch out for a volunteer day in March to tidy up and plant some new trees. The willows are doing well and will soon need coppicing. 
  
2014 also saw the creation of a small pond area half way up the site, planted with a variety of wetland species as part of a project called ‘Dragon 
Finder’. James Stead, who organised this, 
will return in the spring to run an Educa-
tion/Training day at the pond, so watch out 
for details. 
  
The next AHUG meeting is on February 
3rd, 2015. Losset Inn 7.30pm 
  
The AGM is on April 7th 2015. Venue TBA. 
  
Please feel free to come along to these 
meetings with any suggestions you might 
have.   
We’d like to thank everyone who support-
ed AHUG’s activities in 2014. 
AHUG Committee 
Eliot Palmer 
6 Leitfie Terrace 
New Alyth 

Welcome to 2015 
Let’s kick off the year by sharing some of the best reasons for keeping fit & healthy :) 
 
1) Increased energy levels     2) Reduced Blood Pressure    3) Reduced risk of obesity & related conditions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4) Increase in strength of bones and muscles       5) Improved mood and happiness :) :) :) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For ideas to help you stay fit and healthy please visit my website www.sas-fitness.co.uk or contact me on Facebook :) 
 
Have a fantastic 2015  
Shari           

SAS Fitness  

http://www.sas-fitness.co.uk
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ALYTH PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB 

The Club ended a busy year with a slide show of member’s entries in Neil’s Photographic Scavenger Hunt – this started on 17th November giving a 
month in which to find and photograph a list of 15 items ranging from old rusty chains, a solo tree in a landscape and cutlery, to the view from your 
bedroom window and a self-portrait with a famous Dandy character! It was interesting to see the ingenuity used and interpretation of the subjects. 
Neil judged the contest on the 6th item on the list (a lit up pub sign) and Kevin was awarded first prize with his photo of the Airlie Street Bar sign. It 
had been a good exercise to have a project to work on and a time limit to work to, and powers of observation came to the fore! As usual the even-

ing was full of good-humoured banter and laughs and plans are already afoot for further Scavenger Hunts and other Club competitions in 2015. 

Other activities during the year have been a good mix of practical evenings and outings, with slide shows to present the results. Practical and tech-
nical meetings have included Light trails and Bokeh, experimenting with liquids, star trails, moving water, macro, IT; we’ve had talks on PC Security, 
filters, Smartphones and apps, and a demo on “composite” photography. Two Club competitions have been held, the subjects being a Street and a 
Market Scene. Both were judged by Paul Prettyman who has also given a talk, along with wife Barbara, on their experiences with Photographic 

Clubs and judging, showing some of their own work. 

Days out have been to the Scottish Deer Centre, Lairds and Ledyatt Lochs, Isle of May, Balhary Walled Garden, Loch of the Lowes, Buchanty 
Spout, the Hermitage, Murton Farm Reserve, and a week’s holiday on the Isle of Mull. Other slide shows have been “Nature in Ice”, “Black & 
White”, Tryptych, and ruined castles and piers (Kevin’s and Neil’s specialist subjects). Some events coming up in 2015 are how to make and use 

reflectors, painting by light, accessories/kit night, Easter Project, slideshow of Gates and Signs. 

The Club had a stand in the Craft Tent at the Alyth Show with prints and cards on display and for sale, but mostly to showcase the Club’s existence. 
We were very pleased with the facilities (thanks to Alyth Show Committee) that enabled a moving slide show on the stand made up of members’ 
photos and expertly put together by John Lindsey. The Club was able to join with the Isla Potters at Mary Conacher’s house in New Alyth for 2014 
Perthshire Open Studios, which made for a more relaxed 10 days than the three previous years. The two crafts complimented each other and gave 

visitors much to look at and enjoy. 

I make no apologies for listing so many events – it really just goes to show what a varied and interesting time APC members have! 

We have recently held practical evenings in the Scout Hut 
which gives us more room for tripods and setting up of sub-
jects, but all other indoor meetings take place in the Thistle 
Lounge of the Airlie Street Bar, with thanks to Neil and Cath 
Jackson and Dave Barclay respectively. Another recent addi-
tion to Club activities is to join Dundee Photographic Society 
for some of their Club evenings and see their club competi-
tions being judged or talks and slide shows given by profes-
sional photographers. The Club is proud to announce it’s web-
site – www.alythphotographicclub.co.uk - recently set up by 
Ron McGill, a founder member of the Club. Currently in its in-

fancy, we hope it will grow and become a much watched site. 

We would be very pleased to hear from anyone who is inter-
ested in learning about photography or who would like to join a 
friendly photography group – you would be warmly welcomed. 

Please ring Jenny (Secretary) on 01828 632201. 

Alyth Arts and Crafts Guild 
 
Artists Profile : Ron McGill 
Ron has practised the art of drystone walling for more than 20 years, passing on his knowledge and experience through training courses organised 
by The Drystone Walling Association. 
Public works have included a kissing seat which can be seen opposite the entrance to the Atholl Palace Hotel in Pitlochry, while a more unusual 
commission was to build a drystone wall on the stage of the Rep Theatre in Dundee for a 
set which also included real turf and a corrugated farmstead. He also demonstrates the 
art on a regular basis at the Game Fair in Scone. 
Recognising the potential of digital photography for his work as a garden designer has led 
Ron to develop his skills further in his leisure time and through Alyth Photographic Club. 
The wonderful scenery and wildlife around Alyth has provided inspiration for his work 
based natural designs for streams and ponds, and photographic portfolio. In conjunction 
with Alyth Museum, Ron’s presentation entitled “The Photographer’s Art” traced the 
history of photography from WW1 to present day.  
Alyth Arts and Crafts Guild will be holding a Spring exhibition on the weekend of 
4/5 April 2015 (10:00 – 16:00) in the joint venue of Alyth Gallery and the Ogilvie Hall. 
Look out for posters and flyers. 
www.alythartsandcraftsguild.co.uk. 

http://www.alythartsandcraftsguild.co.uk
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The Christmas Window Competition 
 

The Christmas Window Competition which is sponsored by Alyth & District Business Association had some fantastic displays for Christmas 2014 
with windows in, it would seem, every business in Alyth. 
The displays were in many various forms from Santa Clauses of every shape and size, Christmas trees of every shape, size and colour, Snowmen, 
Snowflakes, Post boxes, Igloos, Polar bears, Village snow scenes, Parcels large small and the in-between, Tinsel, Reindeer, Santa’s sledges, 
Christmas stocking and fireplaces and Christmas stockings, and many, many more.   
It is hoped that many photographs were taken of all the windows 
The judge Mrs Sheens Fotheringham, Alyth’s Citizen of the Year 2014 and Miss Megan Steven, Alyth’s Young Citizen of the Year 2014 had the 
seemingly impossible task of deciding the winners. 
They stated it was one of the hardest and most difficult tasks ( and probably the wettest) that they had ever undertaken and they were up and down 
Alyth looking at the windows on various occasions but after much sole searching and looking they decreed the winners were :- 
 
1st Tower Bakery, Airlie Street, Alyth, received the Christmas Window Competition Shield and a framed certificate. 
2n   Shear Success, Airlie Street, Alyth, a framed certificate 
3rd The Alyth Fish Bar, Airlie Street, Alyth a framed certificate. 
 
Thanks must be expressed to all the businesses for their fantastic window displays which must have been the best in Tayside if not Scotland and 
for bringing such festive cheer to visitors and Alyth residents. 
Thanks must also be expressed to Sheena and Megan for their time judging this event. 
Thanks must also be included to the Alyth Christmas Lights Committee and all their erectors/helpers for the best ever Christmas light display in 
Alyth. 
Well done to all who were involved.   

  

 
 Cadet Promotions 
 
On the 19th of January at their Monday cadet parade night at 2519 (Strathmore) Squadron, Air Training Corp, 
Cadet Sergeant Lorraine Mackenzie was promoted to the rank of Cadet Flight Sergeant by her Commanding 
Officer Flight Lieutenant Roy Kemp. 
She will now be the 2nd highest cadet rank in her squadron and will now carry out Flight Sergeants duties in the 
Squadron as delegated to do by the staff and also will guide and assist the junior NCO’S in carrying out their 
duties. 
If the above interests you and you are between the ages of 13 years old to 16 years old come along any Mon-
day or Wednesday evening between 7.00.p.m. and 9.00.pm. to 2519 (Strathmore) Sqn, Drill Hall, Union Street, 
Blairgowrie and speak to the Commanding Officer, Adjutant or any of the Cadets. 

Rescued 
 
  
Alyth Community Council would like to thank the Fire Brigade for rescu-
ing Community Council member Rachael Wallace from the Town Hall 
Chair Lift  on the occasion of the November Community Council meet-
ing 
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Alyth Community Council 
 
Alyth Community Council is looking to recruit a new Chair and a new Secretary 
 

 

Following the resignation of Sanjay Samani from the role of Chair last autumn, Alyth Community Council are looking to appoint a new Chair and 
also a new Secretary.  
Full job descriptions for both roles are available but essentially, the role of the Chair is to conduct Community Council meetings in accordance with 
the constitution and represent the Community Council in dealing with outside bodies. The role of the Secretary is to organise the Community Coun-
cil meetings, ensure that minutes are recorded and act as the information hub for both Community Council members and all those who live and 
work in Alyth. 
These are important times for our town, full of opportunity with plans for the regeneration of the Town Centre and the setting up of the Community 
Development Trust. A strong Community Council will help ensure that these opportunities realise their full potential for the benefit of all those who 
live and work in our wonderful town and all the many visitors who come here. 
Current Community Council members include Barbara Prettyman, currently Vice Chair who has taken on the role of Acting Chair until a new Chair 
is recruited. 

 
 
If you would like to know more about either of these positions please telephone Barbara Prettyman on 01828 633725. 

Rachael Wallace 
 
“I joined Alyth Community Council  because I 
wanted to stand up for the right’s of the people 
of Alyth. I have lived in Alyth all of my life and I 
wanted to put something back into the commu-
nity.  The community councils meetings are 
varied and lively and I am really enjoying my 
time as a community councillor.  

Barbara Prettyman 
 
Barbara is a long serving member of ACC 
and is now Acting Chair. She is also a found-
er member of the Voice team. She is a retired 
sheltered housing manager.” 

Amanda Blakeman 
 
“I joined the Community Council as I am 
interested in what is happening in my local 
community and also in ways it can be im-
proved in the short and 
 long term. I am keen to promote Alyth and 
the voluntary groups I am connected with 
and help secure the future for this vibrant 
community.” 

Chris Leighton 
 
“I joined the community council so that I could 
help in the development and forward progres-
sion of Alyth” 
 

Edith Payne 
 
“I’ve been a member of the Community 
Council for vey many years and am cur-
rently the Treasurer. I love Alyth and want 
to contribute as much as I can to help our 
town thrive.” 

Clare Cooper 
 
“ I joined the Community Council because I 
wanted to learn how the things that matter to 
the people of Alyth got heard by Perth & 
Kinross Council, how we could influence 
change and how we could get problems 
addressed. It’s great to be a member be-
cause it really make me feel part of where I 
live.” 

Paul Prettyman 
 
“Paul runs the Alyth Museum and also 
works at the Spar. He is also a founder 
member of the Voice team and one of the 
newest members of ACC. 

GrowBiz Attracts RBS Inspiring Women into Enterprise Funding 
 

Local enterprise support charity GrowBiz has been successful once again in the RBS Inspiring Women 
into Enterprise awards.  The Enterprise Towns 2 project will use the experience and knowledge gained in 
the first round of funding, based in Coupar Angus, to encourage women from the Blairgowrie/Rattray and 
Alyth areas to consider enterprise and get started in business. This will be achieved through a combination 
of one-to-one support, peer mentoring and networking. 
The GrowBiz team aims to reach out and increase awareness of enterprise and business opportunities to 
women who may not already have considered self-employment.  The project will run for just under a year, 
starting mid-January 2015, and concluding in December 2015.  
“With RBS Inspiring Women in Enterprise funding, we will be able to provide more personalised support for our female clients. We will also have a 
number of small grants to disburse to start-up businesses – which we know can make a huge difference to making a new enterprise hap-
pen.” Jackie Brierton, Enterprise Coordinator, GrowBiz. 
 
For more information please see website – www.growbiz.co.uk or contact Jackie directly on 07912 786 864. 

http://www.growbiz.co.uk

