
  The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers. 

199th Edition, March 2015 

Alyth  Voice 

www.alythvoice.co.uk 
1700 copies 

Cubs 
 
It was a tense situation. There we were at the end of the wide game up the Den and we were one man short on the head count. Where was he/
she? The night’s activity was being run by Cameron McCaig and this was a new experience to cope with. The “culprit” was quickly identified and 
Douglas was despatched to find him with the instruction, “He probably dinnae hear the whistle, he’ll just be standing there looking at the stars”. In 
my defence, my base was the furthest away and I didnae hear the whistle and OK I was looking at the stars. I did wonder why there were no 
Scouts coming to the base but hey, whatever!  Which reminds me, I must tell Cammy to get a louder whistle! The game was along the lines of 
paper, stone scissors but substituting them with token for battle ship, destroyer and submarine. The rest was left to the imagination of the Scouts 
which took over and a great time was had by all. 
 
Bad weather played havoc with the start of some of the younger sections, but we were quite quickly back into harness after the Christmas break. 
Thanks to Drumderg, heaters have now been installed in the toilets and also we have acquired a projector and screen which has already been put 
to good use. Norman West made up an instructional presentation on how to use the GPS navigation devices which he presented to the Explorers 
and the Scouts were given a quiz on Alyth using photos taken from an unusual angle as part of their Community Challenge. The Scouts did very 
well and identifying them and it also created an opportunity to tell them a little more about the town. 
 
One of our fund raising activities was a Burns Night headed by Kenny Moyes. Thanks to the improvements made to the Hut, we can now run these 
events which help raise funds but are also community events. The evening was well supported and Kennys team put in a lot of effort to make it a 
success. The haggis was piped in by Lanna Hunter and the address given by Kenny. Toasts to the Lassies was given by Norman West and the 
Toast to the Laddies by Angela Maughan. Both were most amusing and raising much laughter and eyebrows. Iona and Morvan Moyes recited two 
poems which were well received – no mean feat to perform in such circumstances.  I don’t know who the other girl was who did poetry but she 
carried it off with great panache. The Immortal Memory was neither immortal nor memoric as I worked under the principal that if I had to carry out 
any detailed research and prepare for it, it would take the element of surprise out of it, so I was as interested as anyone else where is was go-
ing….I wonder where it went? Be that as it may, it was a most enjoyable evening and I already have heard distant rumblings there is going to be 
one next year. Burns won’t be turning in his grave – he’ll be spinning like a top!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Events 
6 March – Wide Game 
12 March – Explorers and Scouts – Mills Observatory 
17 March – Group Executive Meeting 8.00pm 
21 March – Quiz Night 
29 March – Ski Day2 
3 April – Wide Game 
22-24 May – Group Camp 
3-7 July – Scout Summer Camp, Fordell Firs 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
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Youngsters from Alyth & District Pipe Band that took part in The Vale 
of Athol's Solo Competition on Saturday 17th January, all 8 young-
sters came back with either a trophy or a medal. 

Alyth & District Pipe Band 

Alyth Arts & Crafts—Member Profile 
 
Name: Lesley Garside 
 
Lesley joined the Guild last year and has been working with glass on and off for over 25 
years.  Immediately hooked on a 12 week course, she was invited to assist the tutor with commis-
sions and also took on her own.  One of her first large commissions - 4 windows for a house in York-
shire were constructed on her bedroom floor!  Things have thankfully progressed. She now has a 
workshop in Alyth where she keeps a large electric kiln, lead and all things glass.  Working full time, 
she spends every spare minute producing fused glass bowls etc, leaded windows and small panels 
and occasionally copper foil for Tiffany style lamps or panels.  Combining glass with other media 
such as wood or metal work allows her to work with other artists and makers. She tries to keep her 
ideas fresh by learning and using more advanced techniques when possible and is hoping to be 
awarded a place on a 6 day Stained Glass masterclass at Northlands Glass, Caithness soon. In addition to the glass work, Lesley is an accom-
plished pastel artist who has won numerous awards for her work including Best Amateur category at the Meffan Gallery, Forfar. 
Lesley's glass and paintings can be found in exhibitions and galleries in Perthshire and Angus, fairs and will be available at her 5th Perthshire 
Open Studios this year. She is happy to discuss commissions or run a stained glass workshop. 
 
www.lesleygarside.co.uk     Mbl 07739463594  

Alyth Hill Bothy Proposal 
 
Alyth Hill Users Group (AHUG) is considering converting the small stone 
building at Whiteside into a bothy. This building is currently owned and 
maintained by the Forestry commission and AHUG have initiated discus-
sions with them to take the idea forward. The proposal is that it would 
mainly be for the use of local organisations such as Scouts, Guides and 
AYP, and  it could also be let out to external groups such as Ramblers, 
Duke of Edinburgh awards, walking groups etc. Access would be by foot, 
bike or horse only (no vehicles) and the bothy would be locked when not 
in use and controlled and maintained by AHUG volunteers. 
 
A great deal of work is required to bring the building back into use, even 
as a simple bothy, but this could be a fantastic facility for the local com-
munity to use for generations to come. It will need roof repairs, new win-
dows and skylights, a new wooden floor, a wood burning stove, recon-
nection of a supply of water and electricity, and the installation of a toilet. 
Funding and volunteers will need to be sought to complete the works and 
keep the building maintained. 

 

Ideas, comments and involvement from local groups and individuals would be very welcome. 

P & K Library News 

 
Explore the Exciting World of Pirates and  

Other Deep Sea Shenanigans 

 

Thursday 5 March, Blairgowrie Library  

http://www.lesleygarside.co.uk/
http://pkc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b2b42bbedd21b7bbd096f320c&id=20352dba26&e=0b3c79a9a6
http://pkc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b2b42bbedd21b7bbd096f320c&id=20352dba26&e=0b3c79a9a6
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Alyth Senior Citizens` Lunch and Socialising 
Club - `Burns` Lunch`. 
 
On Monday 26th January at 12.30 pm a group of about 70 citizens from Alyth 
and the surrounding area settled down to enjoy their `Burns` Lunch`.  
 
This delightful gathering took place in the Airlie Street Hall as illustrated in the 
attached two photographs. The meal itself was a truly traditional affair with the 
main element consisting of Haggis, Neeps and mashed Tatties. This was 
followed by Scottish Shortbreads and a supply of Tea and Coffee. Scottish 
Music was to be heard in the background.  

 
There is no doubt that a tremendous vote of 
thanks must be given to those Volunteers who 
gave the Hall a genuine Burns` flavour with tartan decorations around all the walls, the tables enhanced with the 
Saltire and a copy of poems from the pen of Burns together with table napkins adorned with an image of Burns 
himself.  
Praise must also be given to those Volunteers who worked so hard in the kitchen preparing the meal and to those 
who served the meal to each member seated in the hall.  
 
Finally we must give our vote of thanks to all those who organised this event and made it such a pleasure to be in 
attendance. 
 

Well Done to You All  

Musical Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Penny Alice Stephens who plays ‘Dodger’ and Ella May McKay, ‘Oliver’, take a break during rehearsals 
 

Penny is presently in Primary 6 at Northmuir Primary School.  She has appeared with the Rising Stars group based in Kirriemuir and Forfar and 
among her credits she includes playing Buttons in Cinderella, and Pepper in Annie.   She has sung previously with the National Youth Choir of 
Scotland (NYCOS) and is presently preparing to sing solo in a Glasgow singing competition towards the end of February.    “The best bit about 
appearing with AMS is the chance to meet new people and make new friends” said Penny during a break in rehearsals. 
 
Ella, who lives in Kilry, has moved on from Isla Primary to Webster’s and has also enjoyed having  fun and meeting new people during her time 
with AMS.   Her after school activities include swimming and violin lessons as well as having an interest in making and dying clothes.   Ella has also 
sung previously with NYCOS and has appeared in school shows including The Wizard of OZ, Nativity Plays and Alice in Wonderland. 
    
OLIVER, words and music by Lionel Bart, will be presented in Alyth Town Hall from Tuesday 21st April to Saturday 25th April. 
 
Tickets  will be on Sale from Tuesday April 7th at The Cafe in the Square from 10am to 12noon and 2pm to 4pm.  
(Wednesdays and Saturdays 10 - 12)   Telephone Irene on 01828 632439 
Prices:    
Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd :  Stalls £7 and Balcony £8    
Thursday 23rd, Friday 24th and Saturday 26th : Stalls £10 and Balcony £11 
 
Fund raising Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday March 21st.   Cake and Candy and usual stalls.  
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Argaty Red Kites 

Persecution of the Red Kite started back in 
the 16th century which saw a vermin act 
being passed, requiring vermin, which 
included kites to be killed. A more significant 
blow was the increase in gamekeeper 
numbers being employed on country estates 

in the late 18th century. By the end of the 
19th century persecution saw the end of Red 
Kites in Scotland, England and most of 
Wales. Only in rural Wales could a few pairs 

of Red Kites be seen. 

In the 1980s it was one of only 3 globally 
threatened species in the UK making it a 
priority conservation target. In 1989 6 
Swedish birds were released in north 
Scotland, in total 93 birds of Swedish and 
Spanish origin were released. The first 
successful breeding was recorded in 1992 
and 2 years later these young birds reared 

their own chicks.  

This early success led onto the next stage 
which was to establish 5 self sustaining 
breeding populations in the UK by 2000 ,and 
eventually to colonise all suitable habitat 

thought the UK. 

In 1996 19 birds originating from Germany 
were released in central Scotland. They first 
nested in 1998 when 5 young were raised. 
Reintroductions continued for a further 5 
years with a total of 105 birds being released. 
Today's population is in excess of 500 which 
makes them still vulnerable but the population 

is growing. 

These are distinctive birds due to their forked 
tail and impressive chestnut red and white 
plumage. The Red Kite has a wing span of 
about  5½ feet (1650mm) but only weighs 2-

3lbs(1-1.4kg) and live for up to 20 years. 

They  are not particularly strong or aggressive 
despite being large birds. Their diet consists 
mainly of carrion and worms. Primarily a 
scavenger, but is unable to open a carcase of 
a dead lamb and must wait until a stronger 

animalsuch as a buzzard has had its fill.  

Breeding usually takes 
place when the birds 
are 2 or 3 years old. 
They usually pair for 

life. 

Se r i o u s  n e s t i n g 
usually starts in March 
when nests are almost 
exclusively built in 
trees, about 2 to 3 
weeks before the first 
egg is laid.  1-4 eggs 
are laid with 2 being 
the norm which are 
incubated for 31-35 
days.  Incubation 
starts once the first 
egg is laid resulting in 
chicks hatching at 2 to 
3 day intervals. The 
female does the 
major i ty of  the 

incubation who is fed at the nest by the male. 
The male will incubate for very short periods 

most often less than 30 minutes. 

Sibling aggression is not uncommon, the 
largest (oldest) is aggressive towards the 
smaller chicks should they attempt to feed 
first. Because of this the size difference within 
a clutch can be significant. 
In years when food is 
scarce the smaller chicks 
may be killed by their older 

sibblings. 

In the winter months Red 
Kites are particularly 
gregarious, at other times 
of the year they are busy 
breeding and can be much 

more secretive. 

The central Scotland 
release site was near 
Argaty Doune where a 
feeding station has been 

set up. 

We are lucky in that Doune 
is no more than 90 minutes 
down the A9. In the winter 
(last Sunday in October to  
20 February) feeding takes 
place at 1:30pm in the 
summer months feeding is 
at 2:30. To get there, at 
Perth continue down the A9 
turning right for Callendar 

then follow the brown signs. 

There is ample parking at the farm. Once 
parked a short but fairly steep path takes you 
to the hide, just follow the sighs. The path and 
hide is wheel chair friendly. A ranger will 
appear give a short talk then feed the kites 
before he returns to answer any questions 

you may have. 

Unlike other feeding stations the small 
amount of food put out is more to allow better 
viewing for the visitors. It is not intended to 

supplement the birds died. 

There is no doubt that you will see kites but 
some days it may take some time before they 
come down to feed. The most seen at any 

one time exceeds 50. 

Remember to take your camera, the birds will 
come relatively close so there is no need for 
expensive equipment but if you have it, its 

best to take it. 

Argaty Red Kites feeding station is a private 
organisation which is not sponsored by the 
RSPB or Scottish Natural Heritage so there is 
a charge of £5 per adult with reductions for 
weekdays and senior citizens. There is no 
restriction on the time you spend there. It is 
possible to book by phoning 01786 841373 or 

e-mailing argatyredkites@btopenworld.com 

Why not make a day of it and pop into Doune 
or the Callendar Antique Centre which is only 

10 minutes away for a coffee.  

mailto:argatyredkites@btopenworld.com
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*~*~* ALYTH Dates for Your Diary *~*~* 
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!   

 
MARCH 
 
5th Talk by Mr Tom Dalziel on  Alyth Guild 
 ‘The Holy Land’ 
7th Coffee Morning  Board -Alyth Parish Church 
8th Games Day  Burnside Inn 
13th Quiz Supper—Kilry  Isla Parishes 
14th Coffee Morning      Alyth & District Pipe Band 
16th Lunch  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
   Lunch and Socialising Club 
22nd The Imitation Game  Alyth Film Club 
30th Easter Lunch  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
   Lunch and Socialising Club 
31st Quiz Night  Alyth Scout Group 
 
APRIL 
 
4th Coffee Morning  Maggies Centre—Dundee 
4th Meet the Photographers  Alyth Museum 
4th/5th Spring Exhibition  Alyth Guild 
9th Talk  Alyth Guild 
 ‘The Scottish Charity Air Ambulance’ 
11th Coffee Morning  Alyth Guild 
20th St Vincent  Alyth Film Club 
21st—25th Alyth Musical Society  Alyth Town Hall 
25th Coffee Morning  Alyth Scout Group 
27th Lunch  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
   Lunch and Socialising Club 
MAY 
 
8th Stovie Dance  Alyth Gala Committee 
9th Coffee Morning  Perth Autism Support 
9th Plant Sale/Coffee Morning Isla Parishes 
 Kilry 
18th The Theory of Everything  Alyth Film Club 
25th Lunch  Alyth Senior Citizens’  
 (followed by AGM)  Lunch and Socialising Club 
 
JUNE 
 
20th Garden Fete  Alyth Scout Group 

 
 

For All Events check Online www.alythvoice.co.uk 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
 

  

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

Main Health Centre Number: 01828 632 317 
Repeat Prescription Line: 01828 633 663 

(24 hour answering machine) 

Community Nurse: 01828 632425 
Health Visitor: 01828 633 954 

After Hours      - NHS24 tel: 111 
Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  

Late surgeries by appointment  
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  
Extended hours one night per week by appointment 

Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm 
Extended hours morning by appointment 

Fridays 7am - 8am 
Blood Clinic by appt - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am 

ALYTH VOICE TEAM 
Editor:                           Paul Ramsay - 01828 632 992 

                    editor@alythvoice.co.uk 

Compositors:                                                Catriona Ronald 

            copy@alythvoice.co.uk 

           Daniel Channon 

Advertising:                      Pamela Luscombe—01828 633693 

                              (between 9am and 3pm only please)  

                                          advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 

Distribution:      Paul & Barbara Prettyman - 01828 633 725  

Alistair Scrimgeour 

                                                delivery@alythvoice.co.uk  

Treasurer:                                  Michael Kay - 01828 632 690  

                                                        accounts@alythvoice.co.uk 
Webmaster:                    Derek  Todd - web@alythvoice.co.uk 

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice 

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts for  
publication are submitted before the 14th day of each month  

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all changes 
before the dead line of  the14th. Changes, adverts received after this 
date will not be included. The Voice can no longer call/visit on advertis-
ers. Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if no 
further amendments are received. Once your space is lost further ad-
verts cannot be guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.                                     
        Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice 

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles for  
publication are submitted before the 19th day of each month NOTE: 
Views expressed (inc. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are not necessarily those 

of the team nor can they accept any responsibility for accuracy and 
spelling of any article. Please note ALL articles must be  

accompanied with a name and address BEFORE they will be published 
in the Voice. On request, the name and address may be withheld from  
publication. Any submission without these details will NOT be included. 

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles submitted 
could be in a separate document and in font Arial Narrow, 10pt with 

titles Arial, 12pt and bold. 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)  01828 633219 

Alyth Town Hall  Sandy McCurdy, Secretary 
                              Jean Coleman 

01828 632744 
01828 958239 

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) 01828 632717 

Police Station 101 

Hydro-Electric Emergencies  0800  300 999 

Scottish Gas Emergencies  0800  111 999 

Scottish Water  0845  601 
8855 

Alyth Health Centre 01828 632 317 

Alyth Primary School 01250 871 370 

Blairgowrie High School 01250 871 200 

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service 111 

Anti-social Behaviour Team 01738 476 173 

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor 01738 562 358 

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service, send the Voice your details 

- VOICE TEASER -  
 
See page 9 

mailto:advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
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A&J JOINERY 
 

P.V.C. WINDOWS, DOORS, WET WALL 
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS 

LAMINATE FLOORING 
No job too small  

All types of joinery work carried out 
 

T: 01828 632 581 M: 07597 114 868 

Mollison Construction  
all construction catered for -    

foundation and drainage works, 
utilities laying, concrete works,  

slabbing, kerbing, mono blocking, 
site layouts and preparation works. 

also available, mini-digger hire with 
self drive or with operator  

FREE ESTIMATES 
Derek Mollison  

01828 633 742 / 07745 449 331 
derek.mollison@btinternet.com   

David MurphyDavid Murphy  
Painter & DecoratorPainter & Decorator  

  
Interior & ExteriorInterior & Exterior  

  

No Job Too SmallNo Job Too Small  
  

Competitive RatesCompetitive Rates  
  

Free EstimatesFree Estimates  
Quick Reliable ServiceQuick Reliable Service  

25 years experience25 years experience  
  

For a professional finish call:For a professional finish call:  
01828 63257101828 632571  
0776207783907762077839  

  

paintermurphy@hotmail.co.ukpaintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk  

R. D. BuildersR. D. BuildersR. D. Builders   

 

 
For Free Estimates 

Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

Stonework 

Extensio
ns 

Renovatio
ns 

Harlin
g Etc. 

TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  

CONSERVATORIES 
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424 
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

Smarty Paints 
Painters & Decorators 

 

Free Quotations 
We stay until the job is finished 

 

Cairnleith House 
Cairnleith Street 
Alyth 
 

Please contact  
 David Mitchell 
 

Tel: 01828 633472 (evening) 
Mobile:07793 553147(day) 
email: 
david.wmitchell@btinternet.com 

Charles A Davidson 
 

Blacksmith, Welder & Fabricator 
 

Gates and Rails made, erected and repaired 
All fabrication and farm work undertaken 

 
Tel: 01828 632948 

Mobile: 07957 766546 

For all your joinery services: 

Home Improvements 

Fitted Kitchens 

Timber Decking 

Solid Laminate Floors 

AW JOINERY 

01250 870 693  

07876 133 342 
www.aw-joinery.com 

Jimmy Christison 

 
 

Joinery and all types of 

maintenance 

 
 

Over 40 years experience 

 

Newtyle 01828 650371 

07732321901 

 

Email:  

jimmychristison@btinternet.com 

                                 A. STRACHAN 
 

FENCING 

 

CONTRACTOR (ALYTH) 

 

ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDER-

TAKEN 

 
MOBILE 07754762683 

Evening Phone:01828 632493 
astrachanfencing.co.uk 

Need Something Moved ? 
 

Van with driver for hire. 
 

 Single items, half day/full day, 
regular or contract work.  

2 Strathmore Terrace, Alyth   
 Phone Graham Davie 

07850 580 222 

mailto:derek.mollison@btinternet.com
http://www.aw-joinery.com
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KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL 
SERVICES 

 

All types of Aerial and satellite 
Supply, Installation and repairs 

undertaken. 
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV 

mounting / Multiroom TV points. 
Tidy Job inside and out 

guaranteed. 
 

For free estimates 
 

Call John Soutar 01575 572875 

Established 1980 

Electrical Contractor 
E.C.A. Registered and Approved 

 

Stewart MacDonald 
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

Telephone  01828 632 995 

MURRAY PENNYCOOK  
Est. 1975 

Plumbing & Heating 
 

Gas . Oil . Solid Fuel 

Central Heating Installations 
 

Rhones . Leadwork . Drains 
 

Free Estimates 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01828 632 135 
Mob: 07850 733481 

Meigle Road, Alyth, Blairgowrie PH11 8EX 

A.Soutar  
Woodburning And  

Multi Fuel Stove Installations 
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU 

 

TEL:01575 572875 
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk 

Services Include, Dry Appliance 
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed, 

Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems, 
Chimney Work And Many Other 

Services! 
For More Information don’t  

hesitate to call! 
Estimates Given 

 

WINDOW CLEANING. 
 

Licensed and Insured. 
Domestic and Commercial. 

Town and Country. 
 

For free quotation  
 

Call Alistair Thomson 
 

01250 876435 / 07522 661 006. 

 
We are now located at  

34 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ, 
(beside the Jet Garage).  01250 874598 

 

 FREE MEASURES FREE DELIVERY 

 We stock carpets from £5.99, various in stock  
3m wide vinyls from £9.99. 

We have 20+ rolls of in stock carpet,  
ready for prompt fitting. 

 

 £20 VOUCHER, OFF ANY SALES OVER £250, 
WITH THIS ADVERT, AT TIME OF ORDERING 

Willow Wood Burners 
Log burning is a cheap and  

carbon neutral energy. 
Wood Burners and flue systems installed. 

Hearth and stove surroundings formed from 
contemporary to traditional. 

Log stores formed, flues swept &  
stoves maintained. 
Call Arnold White 

Tel: 01828 632467/07736248718 

Classic  
Restorations 

 

 

Let us make your day extra special with our 
unique collection of classic Rolls Royce Silver 

Cloud, Bentley Mk V1 & Jaguar Mk 1X. 

Pitnacree St, 
Alyth,  

Wedding Hire 

Tel:01828 633293 

£600 could revitalize 
your kitchen 

 

New worktops, a new sink, a new 
hob, for as little as £600. This 

would include two new 3 metre 
worktop sections, a precision 

 mitre joint (no metal bars) a new 
sink and tap and a new hob. New 

doors could also be fitted for 
about £50 each. 

 
Call George on 01250 716166 or 

0787 954 2449 or  

email rki@live.co.uk 

Visit www.ramsayskitchens.co.uk 

IAN BROGAN 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS 
 

Washing machines, Dishwashers, 
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges, 

Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners 
 

Telephone 01250 872225  
or 07801704997 

RENDEZVOUS 

**HAIRDRESSER** 
 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  

Tel: 632097 
 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

Gift Vouchers Available 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR 

 
 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 
 
 

 See full menu instore 
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

 

Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm 
 

Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm  
 

Sunday  4.30pm - 9.00pm 

mailto:A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
http://www.ramsayskitchens.co.uk
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C Max 

Garden Services Alyth 
 

All aspects undertaken 
 

22 years experience 
 

Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming & 

renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting & 

removal, topiary, weed control, chemical 

spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting, 

tree & plant pruning and shaping, border 

maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all 

types), slabbing & block paving, 

landscaping, turfing & grass seeding, 

driveways & patio power washing. 
 

From a tidy up to a regular maintenance 

programme to suit your needs 

The only call you'll ever need to make 

for your garden and grounds 

maintenance. 

Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341 

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk 

 
ALBA LOGISTICS 

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND  
COLLECTION SERVICE 

 
 

Come to us for a fast, personal  
service.  We transport goods and  
equipment quickly and reliably,  

to anywhere in the UK, 
Over-night and same day service 

available. 
 We are a fully insured, family-run,  

local enterprise. 
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606 

albalogistics@btinternet.com 

Johnston Groundworks, 
 

Concrete Specialist experienced 
in Slabbing,  Block Paving & 

Driveway  
Projects Drainage & Foundation 

Works, Decking, Fencing &  
Garden Reforming, 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Douglas Johnston on 
01575 560248 by Alyth 

07834518524  
Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com 

 

Hodge Solicitors LLP 
 

For accident 
claims 

 

01250 874441 
28 Wellmeadow, 

Blairgowrie. 

Clinical Aromatherapist 
Liz Jenkins—mifpa 

 

Uses therapeutic massage and essential 
oils to improve and maintain health. 

 

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy: 
Back/neck/muscle pain 
Rheumatism and arthritis 
Sleep disorders 
Constipation 
Headaches 
Stress related illness 
….and much more 

 

For more information or to book an appointment  

Tel 01828 632141 

DUNCAN ROSS 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY & 

FULLY INSURED  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 

Lawn scarifying from 

£30 phone for a  quote 
 

TEL: 01828 633392 

Mobile: 077 1072 1923 

  :  075 2652 3773 

 

J B BUICK BUILDER  
Local Builder since 1975 

 

 All general building work  
 Garden walls 
 Conversions 
 Repairs and alterations 
 Garages 
 Extensions  
 Renovations  
 New build 
 

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES 
  

 Exterior and interior plaster 
work 

 Roughcasting/Harling  
 Cement rendering   
 Ceramic wall and floor tiling  
 Domestic and commercial 

work  
 

All work carried out by fully  
Qualified professionals and  
finished to a high standard 

 

Call now for free estimate 
 

Tel 01828632661  
 

mob 07540926699 
 

Or email me at 
 jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk 

S 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Spring sale 6 hours of labour £60 
Also available slots for routine 

works in 2015 

I&D Insurance Services 
Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.  

Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the 
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be 

there when you need us most. 
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn  

 
The Friendly Faces of Insurance 

Your local broker serving your local community 
 

16 Airlie Street Alyth 
01828 633000 

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk 

Treasures 
 

Classic and Vintage 
Something Special 

Something Different 
Old and New 

Pop in and have a look. 
Browsers welcome. 

13 Airlie Street 
Don’t let your garden birds miss out. 
Pick up some wild bird food or suet 

balls while you are in. 

Sparkles Cleaning 
Service 

 

Domestic  
and Commercial 

 

Blairgowrie 
 

Call Anne,  
07835030533 

Experienced carer looking for 
a few hours each week.  
Kind reliable and honest.  

Has svq3 and police  
disclosure, driver.  

Could do some overnights. 
Please phone 0774953261.  

http://www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk
mailto:albalogistics@btinternet.com
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- VOICE TEASER -  
 
Voice Teaser for February:   
What occurs once in a minute, twice in a moment and never in one 
thousand years?  
 
Answer - 
The letter ‘m’. 
 
Voice Teaser for March: 
 
Before Mt. Everest was discov-
ered, what was the highest 

mountain in the world? 

Spring at Last! - Alyth in Bloom 

 
The Alyth in Bloom team are slowly coming out of hibernation and plans are afoot for 2015.  Thank you again for all of the positive feedback we 
received last year and to all of the volunteers who helped with planting, watering, weeding etc over the summer, a great effort for our first year 
back in action! 
 
A Saturday morning coffee morning is planned for 18th April to raise funds for much needed new planters.  We hope to have various stalls 
along with lots of homebaking, plants and the launch of our Sunflower Growing competition.  2015 is the year of the Sunflower, so to celebrate 
this we are running a competition to see who can grow the best Sunflower!  We will have a stall with a selection of seeds, pots and compost, 
along with the newest and tallest Sunflower seed “Giraffe”, so please do come along and plant some up, children and adults all welcome! Plans 
are afoot to have a display in the town so watch this space….. 
 
We are also planning an “Alyth Open Garden Day” on Sunday 23rd August, along with afternoon tea and a small produce show in the Airlie St 
Hall.  For all those keen gardeners living in and around Alyth, this is your chance to open up your garden for the afternoon and share your pas-
sion with others.  Gregg and I opened up our garden last summer for Scotlands Gardens, luckily the sun shone and we had a wonderful day 
with lots of visitors.  It seems like a daunting task but we found it made us give the garden a good tidy and the effort was well worth it.  What 
interested us most was that everyone wanted to chat veggie gardening and about how our raised bed system worked!  If anyone is interested in 
this event, either to open up their garden or to help please do get in touch by emailing Lisa at info@primrosehillinteriors.com.  And likewise if 
anyone would like to join our group!  We will be putting application forms into Sims in the coming months and further information here in The 
Alyth Voice.   
 
It is a joy to see the days getting longer and the snowdrops blooming away, lets hope we have a great growing season in front of us for 2015.  
 
Happy gardening! 
Lisa & The Alyth in Bloom Team 

Alyth Parish Church – Men in Kilts -  Coffee Morning. 
 
At exactly 10.00am on Saturday 24th January the doors of the Airlie Street Hall were opened to a very large crowd who were eager to enjoy the 
Coffee Morning organised by the Men of the Alyth Parish Church.  
 
So many attended this exciting function that extra tables, suitably decorated, were required within a few minutes of the opening. Every person 
who attended was able to enjoy a variety of eats, coffee and tea by the bucket load and stalls for Tombola, Whisky Trail, Raffle, Cakes etc.  
The atmosphere during the whole morning was electric and thus extensive thanks must be given to the 20 or more men who planned, organ-
ised and operated this magical event. At the end of this morning, which by then was really the afternoon, there were to be found many a tired 
man (some still in Kilts) struggling to return the hall and kitchen to its original condition. BUT it was so worth every effort, as due to the vast 
number attending, the final total made for the Alyth Parish Church was in excess of £1100.  
 
So many thanks need to go to all who made this event possible and to those of you who attended and enjoyed the morning.  
 
Unfortunately there were no Photographs taken of this event so you need to rely on your memory to recall the joy and community spirit  indicat-
ed by this Coffee Event.   

 

 Spring showings at the Ogilvie Rooms. 
  
Sunday 22nd March, THE IMITAITON GAME (12a, 112m) 
  
Based on the real life story of legendary cryptanalyst Alan Turing, 
the film portrays the nail-biting race against time by Turing and his 
brilliant team of code-breakers at Britain's top-secret Government 
Code and Cypher School at Bletchley Park, during the darkest 
days of World War II.  An outstanding starring performance from 
Benedict Cumberbatch. 
  
Monday 20th April, ST VINCENT (12a, 102m) 
  
Monday 18th May, THE THEORY OF EVERYTHING (12a, 123m) 
  
Doors 7.15, donations welcome, refreshments available. 

mailto:info@primrosehillinteriors.com
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Easter Window Competition. 
 

Alyth & District Business Association is sponsoring an Easter Window Dressing Competition 
again this year. It is hoped that all businesses in the town will enter the competition. 
The judges will be Mrs Sheena Fotheringham, Alyth’s Citizen of the Year 2014 and Miss Me-
gan Steven Alyth’s Young Citizen of the Year 2014. The judging will take place by Saturday 4th 
April 2015. 
 
The Alyth Community Council shield donated to Alyth & District Business Association will to be 
once again used for this competition. 
 
The 1st prize winner will be presented with the shield (which will be held for two years) and a 
certificate and there will be certificates for 2nd and 3rd prize winners.  
 
Michael Kay Secretary/Treasurer for ADBA 

When Miss Helen M Addison of 
Arbroath was cleaning through 
some old paper she came across a 
letter containing a poem which she 
thought Voice readers may be 
interested in. 
 
The letter and poem appears below  
 
A Perthshire native now resident in Sydney, 
Australia, and who visited Scotland last 
summer, send the following lines to a friend in 
Blairgowrie. Intrigued by all the bridges over 
the burn at Alyth where he spent a week of his 
holiday, Mr. Albert Jamieson wonders if there is 
another small town in Scotland with so many 
bridges as Alyth. 
 
 

The Bonny Brigs O'Alyth 

 
 I've wondered north, south, east, an' west  

My aimless ft's ta'en mony a turn  
Ae conny sicht I aye mind best —  
The couthy brigs ower Alyth Burn. 

 
No' yin, nor twa; losh me, faur mair 

Than that I coonted, when - 
I gaed them a' a keek ae day,  

An' fand oot there were ten 
 

The Banff Road brig is gey an' trig,  
Aside a bonny waterfa'; 

The Auld Brig, a wee bit faurer doon, 
Has seen mair birthdays than them a'. 

 
Lowson's brig is nae sae new, 

But man, it's ilka bonny; 
The Middle brig's next I' the queue. 

Jist anither O'' the mony.  
 

The Square Brig. green-pentit, soond,  
Lets a' the guid fowk ower on ft; 

But the main Brig's the Stane Brig, 
For cairts an' caurs depend on it. 

 
The James Street Brig's a hardy ane,  

At least, so the fowk there say; 
While next to it, the David Street brig's 

Maist used on washin' day . 
 

Then, of coorse, the Cairnleith Brig's 
Whour ye'll aye find weans a-playin';  

Howkers tak the Springbank Brig. 
When frae the tatties gaein'. 

 
Is there a toon o' Alyth's book 
That has ten brigs tae boast?  

I ken nae yin; sae here's the best - 
Tae Alyth, a rale Scotch toast. 

 
A.L.J.  

Alyth Time-Team is calling on all members of the community to 
join up to our time-bank and support your community. 

 
We exist in order to support all members of 
the community to be all they can be, feel 
good about themselves, make new friends, 
support the vulnerable and isolated and 
build on the fantastic community spirit we 
already have. 
 
We are needing volunteers to help with 
gardening, DIY, befriending, odd jobs and 
sometimes even qualified in Gas or Electric. 
Only for small jobs that some elderly or 
disabled may not be able to do themselves, 
I.e changing plugs, light fittings and so forth 
that we need the qualification to support out 
insurance. 
 
At the moment we need a very big garden 
edged (may take a few days), an outside 
light changed (old to new) and other small 
odd jobs. 
 
To join you can pop into us or request that we come to you. We will tell you all about time
-banking and how it works. If you need time to think about this this is no problem. You will 
then need to fill in a form for us (we can support you to do this if needed) and we will 
need you to provide us with 2 references. 
 
To do an exchange, we will contact you and see if you can do the job. If so, when you do 
the job you will need to get the person you are doing the job for to sign the exchange 
sheet when you have finished. 
You will now have a credit in the time-bank to use for whatever you need (providing we 
have someone in the time-bank that can do this). 
 
The time-bank only works if people take out. 
 
We have lots of hours that have been given but very few used. The lack of members 
makes this difficult as we cannot provide a lot of the services required at the moment. 
The time-bank can only be successful if we get members to sign up and offer their skills, 
so if you are interested please get in touch. 
 
Email: alythtimeteam@hotmail.com Call: 01828 632789 or pop in and see us at: 43 Arlie 
Street, Alyth any Thursday between 2 and 5pm. 
 
Thank You ! 

mailto:alythtimeteam@hotmail.com
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AIRLIE GARAGE 
ALYTH 

Telephone: 01828 633363 
 

Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs 

Welding  & Steam Cleaning 
 

Panel Beating, Spray Painting and 
 Restoration. 

All Jobs Considered 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Estimates 
Tyres at competitive prices 

Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced 
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service 

Quality Used Cars For Sale 
Open 9 am ‘til late 

KEEP CALM 
AND  

SHINE ON 
 

SCOTT’S MOBILE CAR VALET 
 

Mini Valets from £35 
 

Full Valets from £50 
 

Full interior valets from £35 
 

Full exterior valets from £35 
 

Tel 07715039215 / 01828 650728 

 
Ian Miller - Your Local Councillor for the Strathmore Area 

Surgery: Alyth Town Hall (Old Chambers) on 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm 
Tel: P&K Council 01738 475018 (8:45am-5:00pm) or Home 01250 873304 

Email:  imiller@pkc.gov.uk  

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY 
 

SPORTS AND REMEDIAL 
MASSAGE 

BOWEN THERAPY 
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744 
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com 

jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com 

CHRISTINES BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS 

Enjoy a professional treatment in 
warm relaxing surroundings with a 
personal touch day/evening 
appointments to suit 
Nouveau lash extensions & express 
lashes. 
Full range of waxing 
Fabulous Facials 
Eye treatments incl Tinting & Perming 
Heavenly Bodies Spray Tanning 
Make-Up 
Manicure/Pedicures 
Shellac 
Minx 
L.V.L Lashes 
Body Massage 
Packages Available 
Gift Vouchers 
 

Call anytime for more information or call in. 
 

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177 

Christine Churches  
“The Pines”, Meigle Blairgowrie, 
PH12 8RN 

Reflexology or Aromatherapy Massage 
- experience relief from a variety  
of conditions including digestive,  

circulatory, arthritic 
- or simply enjoy relaxation time for 

yourself 
Gift vouchers available 

Contact me now:  
Sally Robertson Tel: 01828 640201 

Handy Hubby 2 Hire 
GORDON M KIDD 

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, 
TV, Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard 

Landscaping and much more. 
 

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT 
 

gordon@handyhubby2hire.com 
T: 01828 633998  
M: 07933 705476 

Denwell Driveways &  
Landscaping 

 

Barry McLean 01828 633215 / 
07738181237 

 
Concrete Monoblock 
Gravelling Slabbing 
Decking Grasscutting/ 
     Garden Work 
Fencing Turfing 
Digger Work Chainsaw work 
Powerwashing Odd jobs 
Dung supply  Skip/Quarry runs 
     & delivery Digger hire from 
Man with a Van      April 2014 
 

‘Local, friendly, trustworthy and 
reliable service’ 

Do you have stiff neck and shoulders? 
Do you suffer from lower back pain? 
Would you like to flatten your abs? 

 

Try Pilates classes with  

Strathmore 
                       

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
All ages and abilities welcome 

Classes: £42 per 6 wk block, inc induction 
Ante / post natal Mon 19:00 – 20:00 

Multi-level Mon 20:00 – 21:00 
Ante / post natal Tues 09:45 – 10:45 

Multi-level Tues 11:00 – 12:00 
Multi-level Thurs 11:00 – 12:00 

 

Greengairs Health & Fitness, Rattray, PH10 7HE  
Blairgowrie Physiotherapy clinic, PH10 6ET 

 

Contact: 07730 413674 or Jo@leitfie.com 
 Strathmore Realistic Pilates. Website to follow 

  

egular classes make you stronger, more mobile and flexible 
and help with balance and posture 

DAVIDSONS CHEMIST 
9 Airlie St, Alyth   

 

Tel 01828 632302 
 
 

New Range of Jewellery 
 

PRESCRIPTIONS DISPENSED 
 
 

Minor ailment service and advice  
 always available from your  

local pharmacist 

mailto:imiller@pkc.gov.uk
http://www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
mailto:Jo@leitfie.com
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PILATES  
Mat Classes and 1 to 1 Classes 

St Catharine's Community Centre, 
Blairgowrie 

 

Tuesday evenings and  
Wednesday mornings 

 

Pilates is a corrective form of 
exercise, targeting the deep postural 
muscles that support the spine and 

lower back, building strength from the 
inside out. The aim is to achieve a 

balance between strength and 
flexibility and plays a key role in injury 

prevention and rehabilitation. 
For details of class times and prices 

Tel: Julie 07963 088 112  
(Body Control Pilates and Reps Member) 

julesbpilates@yahoo.co.uk 

 

MURDO FRASER MSP  
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE 

 For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.  
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990  or write to him at  

The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

NUMBER 5 
01828 632297 

 

TRICIA CATHY 

CHIROPODY  &  SUGARING 
 

FACIALS, EYELASH/BROW TINTING 

MANICURE, PEDICURE,  

BY CREATIVE NAILS 

*NOW AVAILABLE* 

TANTRICK (SPRAYTAN) £20 
 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE  

TUES TO FRI. 

Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic 
Treatment in the comfort of your 

own home for: 
 

 Nail Cutting 

 Callus’ or Corns 

 Fungal Infections or 
Athletes Foot 

 In-growing Toenails 
 

For all your Foot-care 
 requirements contact: 

 

Madeleine McIntosh  
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP 

 

Registered Foot-health Practitioner  
01250 872005 or 

 mob 07904 382840 

Alyth Dental Care 
 

20 Commercial street 
 

Now open and registering  
new patients. 

 

Gentle dental care 
Friendly caring staff 

Late nights and Saturday  
appointments available 

NHS or Private available 
All forms of routine dentistry and 

 cosmetic treatments incl 
White fillings, dentures, whitening, 

implants, crowns/bridges 
Tel:01828 633313 

info@alythdental.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Telephone 01828 650728 /  
07885 949766 / 07809 387893 

 

Commercial Cleaning 
Domestic Cleaning 

Holiday Cottage Cleaning 
One Off Cleaning 

New Build Cleaning 
End of Tenancy Cleaning 

Office Cleaning 
 

The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,  
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT 
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THANK YOU 

The Donation boxes were emptied recently and raised 
£69.27. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Voice in this 
way. It all helps keep your ‘Voice’ free. 

Voice Articles 
 

Thank you all for your letters and articles—they are appreciated by 
all in the community. 
If you have a hobby or just want to write on any subject that you 
think would interest the folks of Alyth, please feel free to submit to 
copy@alythvoice.co.uk.  Please also let us know if you would be 
interested in submitting a monthly article—we all appreciate the arti-
cles and poems from our regular contributors. 
When submitting an article, it would be a great help and much appre-
ciated if articles submitted could be in a separate attached document 
and in font: 
Main text—Arial Narrow, 10pt  
Titles—Arial, 12pt and bold.   
Also if photos could please be supplied as separate attachments. 
 
If you are able, please compress any photos so that they are suitable 
for documents (usually up to around 300 Kb).   
Don’t worry if you are unable to do this formatting—it would just be 
appreciated from those who can. 

Your Letters, Public  
Notices & Local Groups 

Dog Fouling 
 
Whilst I wholeheartedly agree that dog owners should clean up after 
their dogs, I have noticed an annoying and increasing trend. More and 
more people seem to be picking up their dogs' mess, but then just 
throwing the bag into the hedge or onto the path. What do they think 
will happen to the bags? I suppose they will degrade in a hundred 
years or so, but it's a long time to wait! Please, please dog owners, 
use the bins provided to dispose of the bags. There are ample bins 
around. 
 
Thank you,  

Alyth Museum 
 
There are 2 special events coming up at Alyth Museum. 
The first is a joint venture with Alyth Photographic Club who are 
having an Arts and Crafts weekend at Easter held between the 
Ogilvy Rooms and the Art Studio. 
 
The museum will be open on Sat 4th April from 1 - 5 pm and  
is expected to host "meet the photographer" sessions. 
 
The second event is the Festival of Museums day on 
Saturday May 16th.  The theme is Food and Drink. 
 
There will be articles and adverts, giving more details, to follow. 
 
The museum will open for the season on Friday 1st May. 

Burnside Inn Games Day  
 

All proceeds to  
Alyth Branch British Legion 

Sunday March 8th  
Darts Pool & Dominoes 

Raffle 
Register 1.30 Games start 2pm. 

Any further information or donation of raffle prizes please contact 
Burnside Inn 01828 633356 

Coffee Morning 
 
Coffee Morning 4th April 2015 Airlie Street Hall  For The Maggies 
Centre Dundee, in association with the Reverend Mike Erskine's Great 
North Run. 
  
Usual Stalls - Donations gratefully received. 
  
Contact Margaret Aitchison 01828 633940  

Lunan’s Alyth Almanac 
 
I spotted in the December 2014 Alyth Voice, Lunan's Alyth Almanac - 
Diary for December 1915, and a reference to the death of my Great 
Grandfather in Kirkcaldy, although he had left Alyth some 20 years 
previously. 
  
Reading on, the Golden Wedding of ex-Provost and Mrs Tod on 29th 
December was recorded. I was aware that a James Tod married a 
daughter of my G G Grandfather's older sister but not whether he was 
ever Provost of Alyth. A quick look at my family tree however con-
firmed that they married on 29th December 1865. A  Google search 
for "Provost Tod" quickly took me to the Alyth Voice of April 2007 
when you published four photographs - two of the opening of the Dia-
mond Jubilee Park (Provost Tod presiding), one of officers and NCOs 
of the 9th (Alyth) Perthshire Volunteers (Sgt Tod included) and one of 
Strathmore United football team circa 1890 which included two of 
James' sons. These had been sent to you by a James Tod of Whitley 
Bay.  
  
It took very little time to find that this gentleman, Provost Tod's grand-
son, had died in Whitley Bay in January 2012, aged 90, but equally 
little time to identify the employer of his son - also James - and within 
24 hours he replied to my email. Being still in work he has less time 
than his father had but wishes to have all I know about his ancestors. 
In the case of his Great Grandmother, Betsy Edward, born in Lin-
trathen in 1847 but at Hillock of Tullyfergus before the age of 4 and in 
Alyth until her death in September 1930, I can take him back to when 
the churches first kept records.  
  
James and Betsy lived at "The Cross" and later "1 High Street". I 
guess that is the same house and is the house in which James was 
born and in which he died. From a recent visit to Alyth I think that it 
would be where the cross presently stands in front of a red sandstone 
wall, and so has been demolished. One of their daughters, Mary, born 
in Alyth in 1867 and who died in Meigle in 1929, was a schoolteacher 
in Alyth into the 20th century. Perhaps she, too, has a mention some-
where in the Alyth Voice. I shall have a look. To all the volunteers who 
produce the publication, thank you. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Bill Ferguson 

mailto:copy@alythvoice.co.uk


 

14 

Don’t have access to email? 
It’s free in the Airlie Street Library 

DOG OWNERS 
 

Dog owners who pass down Bank Street please refrain from allowing 
your dog to urinate against my WHITE HOUSE WALLS, also the 
garden perimeter walls. 
The staining & smell is unpleasant & the newly layed TARMAC is 
steadily being defaced. 
The house walls cost a considerable amount of money to be main-
tained, some consideration for others would not go amiss. 
Sue Pople, 
10 Bank Street, 

Alyth 

Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups 

Alyth Arts & Crafts Guild – Spring Exhibition 
 

The Guild is holding a Spring Exhibition at Alyth Art Studio and Ogilvy 
Hall on the weekend of 4th and 5th April. This will be an opportunity to 
see and buy crafts from sixteen artists and craft workers. 
  
Demonstrations of craft skills throughout the weekend and an oppor-
tunity to meet the maker, try your hand at craft skills, or take the skills 
further by signing up for courses organised by our experienced tutors. 
 
The exhibition is free and times are 10:00 – 16:00 each day. 
 
Browse the crafts and experience of the Guild members on 
www.alythartsandcraftsguild.co.uk. 

Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club Membership 

for 2015 / 16 

 

Adults (Full Member)     £120 

New Members               £60 

Adults (Tennis only)       £50 

Children - Under 12        £10 

Youths - Over 12            £20 

 

All new members welcome. 

For further information please call into the Clubhouse or contact Ange-

la Robertson on Tel No .01828 633275. 

Alyth Christmas Lights 
200 Club 

(Thanks to David at The Alyth Hotel) 
  

1st - £50 - 152 - Mr J Fleming 
2nd - £30 - 28 - Mrs R Fairweather 

3rd - £20 -  192 - Mr F Gray 
                         ---------------- 

Letters for renewal will be sent out this month, 
 to be completed by end of April. 

                         ---------------- 
AGM to be held in Lesser Town Hall on Thursday 14th May  

at 7.30pm. All welcome.  
Your comments and ideas are much appreciated. 

L Gordon, 
Treasurer 

Annan Family—Can you help? 
 
Hi. 
I am looking for assistance with my Family History research from 
some of your readers. My Aunt Jemima (Mima) Annan lived in Loyal 
Road, Alyth (until 1969) and I spent many a happy holiday there.  
  
My research starts in Perth with John Annan and Betsy Allan. Briefly, 
from 1823 they had 12 children:- Isabella, Alexander, Janet, Archibald, 
Jessie, Betsy Isabella, Elisebeth, James, Hector, Catherine, William 
and finally Thomas who is my Great Grandfather. Thomas (1843 – 
1928) married Jemima Robertson (1846 – 1916) in Errol Parish in 
1863. I believe the Robertson family lived in Blairgowerie. Thomas and 
Jemima lived in Bendochy and had 7 children:- Catherine, William, 
Thomas, Janet Barnett, Charles PH, James Menzies Playfair and 
Bessie Jemima. In the 1911 census, Thomas, Jemima, Bessie and 
Charles lived at Burnside where Thomas worked as a Coachman and 
Charles as a chauffeur, they are all buried in Bendochy Cemetery. 
There does not appear to be any gravestones for them. 
  
I know from reading the excellent Alyth Voice that there are Annans in 
the Community and wonder if they have researched their Family Histo-
ry and found any connection to the above? Also if there are any Rob-
ertsons still in the area, can they tell me more about my Great Grand-
mother Jemima? 
Also I would like to know more about where Thomas worked, was 
Burnside a farm estate which took in the cottage in Loyal Road that 
Thomas, then Bessie and then my Aunt lived in? 
Finally, the middle name of Playfair to Thomas’s son James. Can 
anyone provide any information about that family, I believe they were 
farmers and suspect that they were Thomas’s employers at one time.  
  
Any information would be much appreciated. 
Thank you 
Marion Annan 
marionannan@tiscali.co.uk   

Missing—can you help? 
 
Friday 30th January between 4.p.m. and 6 p.m. someone has re-
moved 2 garden ornaments of whippet dogs 
 ( Life Size) from the back doorstep of 11 Alexandra Street  where 
they have stood for the past twenty years .The dogs are made of a 
metal and grey in colour. Would appreciate their return soonest, 
Thank you 

Mary Inkster. 

THANKS 
 

Grace Sim would like to thank all relatives, neighbours and friends 
for all their visits, cards and gifts etc during her stays in Ninewells 
Hospital and Blairgowrie Cottage Hospital in December and January 
Thank you all  
Grace 

http://www.alythartsandcraftsguild.co.uk
mailto:marionannan@tiscali.co.uk


15 

MAILING LIST 
Our continued challenge to ensure the future of a 
free Alyth Voice, has led to implementing a 
charge for postal Voices.  An annual charge of 
£21 will apply to all UK addresses for posting.  
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually. 

This charge includes the cost of 
producing the Voice. 
To get your Voice by post, send to 
Mike Kay, 15 Airlie Street, Alyth, 
PH11 8AH. 

We have many members linked to the Voice 
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the 
page every week. Have you visited yet? Remem-
ber you don’t need to join Facebook, just follow 
the link on the Voice website. The main ad-
vantage of having a Facebook presence is the 
real-time ability to circulate information instantly. 
It’s worth a look...   

 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth
-Voice/188758381152091 
 

DONATIONS 
Thank you to everyone who has donated recent-
ly to the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps 
ensure the Voice remains free to every house-
hold. There are 3 ways to donate:  

1. Collection Tins in shops, 
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer, 
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using 

the secure  
PayPal system.  
 

Please support your Voice today. 

Alyth Parish 
Church 

 

 
 

Morning Service at 11am every Sunday. 
Evening Service at 6.00pm on First Sunday 

of each month  
~~~ 

 Special Services.  
On Palm Sunday (29 March) we meet at the 
Airlie Street Hall at 10.30 and then proceed 
to the Church for 11.00am.  
From Monday (30 March) to Friday (3 April) 
there will be Holy Week Services at 7.00pm 
(This includes Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday). 
On Easter Sunday (5 April) We can meet at 
Airlie Street Hall at 08.30am prior to climbing 
up Hill of Alyth or we can meet at 10.00am 
in the Church for Breakfast followed by an 
Easter Service at 11.00am.    

~~~ 
Primary and Senior Sunday School. 

Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal 
School Terms. New recruits are always most 

welcome. 
(Primary caters for children aged between 3 
and 7 years. Senior caters for children be-
tween 8 and 12 years) (A Creche is availa-

ble for children under three years). 
~~~ 

Prayer Group. 
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in 

the Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. 
Everyone is most Welcome.   

~~~ 
The Guild.  (Meeting in the Lower Hall of 

the Church at 2pm). 
5th March—Talk by Mr Tom Dalziel on the 

‘Holy Land’ 
9th April – Talk on `The Scottish Charity Air 

Ambulance Service` 
11th  April – Coffee Morning in Airlie Street 

Hall at 10.00am.   
~~~ 

The Church Choir. 
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at 
6.45pm on every Friday.  

 
FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT 

see ‘Local Services’ 
Open Sundays 2-4pm 

(Easter till Remembrance)  
Tel: 01828 633 045  

 

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk 

 

We now have a Facebook page 
 

www.facebook.com/AlythFHP 

ST NINIAN’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

SERVICES 

 
 
 
 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband 

Tel: 01250 874 583 
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com 

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org 
 

March 
Sun 1st 11am Book of Common Prayer Com-
munion 
Sun 8th 11am Sung Eucharist 
Sun 15th 11am Sung Eucharist 
Sun 22nd  11am Sung Eucharist 

Sun 29th 10.30 am Joint Service 

Sundays 
9.30am 

St Luan's,  
Alexandra St. 

Alyth 

Saturdays 
6.30pm 

St Mary's, 
Dundee Rd. 

Coupar Angus 

www.ststephensblair.co.uk 

Weekday Mass 
telephone 

01250 872 171 
or visit 

Sundays 
11.00am 

St Stephen's, 
Bank St. 

Blairgowrie 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH  

 

Home Safety Check—
Angus Care and Repair 

 
Recent statistics released by the Infor-
mation Services Division – NHS.: 
In 2012 / 2013 there was an 18% increase 
in hospital admissions in Angus for people 
aged over 65 years of age, due to home 
injury. 
 
As you will be aware, we can carry out a 
home safety check for older or disabled 
people, free of charge.   
 
I would ask you to remind people of this 
service in order that we can try to elimi-
nate as many of the environmental haz-
ards as possible. 

Alyth Parish Church –  
Flower Group. 

After each Sunday Morning service the beau-
tiful arrangements of Flowers that have 
adorned the Church are distributed to Fami-
lies who have been recently bereaved, to 
those who are sick in Hospital or in their own 
Home and to anyone else considered to be 
in need of some comfort. 

This service is provided by a group of dedi-

cated people who give of their time every 

Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any 

way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson 

on 01828 632 151. Your help will both valued 

and much appreciated  by many. 

Soft Tennis 
The Soft Tennis group is changing to 

Wednesday Mornings 
From 11 March      Wednesday Morn-

ings 10.30 – 11.30 
Airlie Street Hall     Cost £2.00 per session 

Never played before?  Come and have a 

FREE trial session. 
Spare racquets available.  Just turn up 

 or ring May (633530) or Pat (633400) for 

more information. 

Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups 

Stovie Dance 
 

Alyth Gala Committee  
Stovie Dance 

Friday 8th May 2015  
with Steven Carcary 

8:00pm - Midnight 
Tickets £5;00 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
http://www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
https://www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
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EASSIE HALL 
 
Just to let you know that Yoga for men started in 
Eassie Hall on Monday 16th February at 7.45pm. 
The class is running for approximately 1 Hour and 
will costs £20 for the five week trial. 
Joyce Brown  is taking the class, which follow h er 
early evening Monday class. 
 
A mat and blanket are required to take 
part.  Loose layered clothing is advisa-
ble .....joggers/ T shirt/ sweat shirts,  at times bare 
feet an advantage to avoid slipping, warm top 
layer for final relaxation essential. 
Candles and chanting will not be evi-
dent.......emphasis is on an introduction to yo-
ga  for overall wellbeing, to help with stress and 
increase suppleness. Leotards not required! 
 
We are pleased with the response to the sugges-
tion of a mens yoga class and the five week taster 
session has already been well supported. 
Hopefully this will be the start of another regular 
ENKCA class helping fund the future of our hall. 
For further information or to register your interest 
contact 
 
Jane Brewster  
Phone or email a reply. 
01307 840313 

   
 

Alyth Youth Partnership, Alyth Community Wing, Albert Street, ALYTH, PH11 8AX 

 Phone: 01250871350 Email: alythhub@hotmail.co.uk 

Registered Scottish Charity: SC 027023 

Alyth youth partnership (SCIO) 

Alyth Youth Partnership SCIO provides positive diversionary activities for young people 
in Alyth and the surrounding area.  We also provide volunteering opportunities within the 
committee and clubs.  AYP is a charitable organization run by local people for local  
people. 
 
Monday  6.30pm-8.00pm Youth Club 1  Alyth Community Wing 
        10yrs-S1 
 
Tuesday 6.30pm-8.30pm Youth Club 2  The Hub, Airlie Street 
        S2-15yrs 
 
Thursday 2.00pm-5.00pm Job Busters  The Hub, Airlie Street 
        15yrs-25yrs 
 
Thursday 7.00pm-9.00pm Music Group  Alyth Community Wing 
        12yrs-25yrs 
 
Mon-Fri  4.00pm-9.00pm The Hub drop-in The Hub, Airlie Street 
        (4-5pm 12-25yrs) 
        15yrs-25yrs 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about the clubs, holiday programmes or volun-
teering then please contact the AYP Youth Workers for more information: 
 
alythhub@hotmail.co.uk 07591126986 

 
         Alyth youth partnership 

 

ALYTH PHOTOGRAPHIC 
CLUB 

 
Meets Monday evenings, 7.00 pm, in 
The Thistle Lounge of the Airlie Street 

Bar, Alyth. 
 

Friendly, fun, informative with interesting 
and varied programme. 

 
Talks, slide shows, practical evenings, 

competitions, outings. 
 

Welcomes new members – come and try 
out! 

 
For more info, please ring 
Jenny on 01828 632201 

ALYTH PARISH CHURCH 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY 

DANCE GROUP 
Classes take place in Airlie Street Hall on 

Thursday evenings from 7.30 - 9.30pm 
Beginners welcome to this well established 

friendly group 
An easy way to keep active and to exercise 

both body and mind 
New session begins on Thursday 11th Sep-

tember, 2014****** 
Following the retirement of   

Irene Cruikshanks 
 we are delighted to welcome Alan Grant as 

our new tutor 

For further information contact Secretary 

Angela Meachen - 01828 632532 / 

07772016827 

First World War Event 
 
On Saturday 14th March from 10am to 1pm North 
Inch Community Campus will be hosting a First 
World War Family History and Digitisation Day and 
we would like to extend this event to include an 
information sharing element from 1pm to 2.30. We 
would like to welcome back all previous attendees 
and would love to hear from new groups and indi-
viduals who want to commemorate the contribu-
tions to the First World War. Please reply to me at 
first so that I can gauge the level of interest in 
attending on a Saturday and please come along 
earlier to see a Family History Day in action, and 
request one for your area. 
More details of the Information event to follow 
  
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/10407/First-World-
War-Family-History-Day 
  
Thanks 

 
Sara Ann Kelly 
Projects Coordinator 
Cultural Projects Implementation Team 
Perth Museum and Art Gallery 
Perth PH1 5LB 
  
tel 01738 477037 

Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups 

mailto:macfarlanep@msn.com
mailto:alythhub@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/10407/First-World-War-Family-History-Day
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/10407/First-World-War-Family-History-Day
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Glenisla SRWI 
Glenisla Hall  

Tel: Sheelagh Cameron 01575 573214 
New Members Welcome 

 
Thursday 12th March 2015 at 7pm 

A Talk on 2014 ACWW Conference in Nor-
way with Jean Alexander & Mary Wyllie, 

Forfar 
 

Thursday 2nd April 2015 at 7pm 
Container Grown Vegetables with Arthur 

Lawrence, Alyth   
 

Membership £20                   Visitors £3 

ALYTH & DISTRICT PIPE 
BAND 

new members are always welcome 
Tuesdays – Town Hall, Alyth 

Beginners 6pm and Players 7pm 
Wednesdays – British Legion, Blairgowrie 

Players 7pm 
For info email 

Jacqui@alythpipeband.org.uk 

 
Alyth Senior Citizens' Lunch 

& Socialising Club 
 (Perth & Kinross Healthy Communities 

Project) 
Tel Jackie Doe 01738 473146 

 New Members & Volunteers 
Most Welcome 

 

Exercise Group at 10.30 in the Air-
lie Street Hall 

 (£2.50p per week or pay Once a 
Month at a Reduced Rate) 

Every Monday from 5 January to 
30 November (Except 6 July).           

           
Lunch at 12.30 in the Airlie Street 

Hall (£2.50p per person) 
        16th March (Followed by 
Committee Meeting), 30th March 
Easter Lunch,  
        27 April, and 25 May 
(Followed by AGM).    
Would you like a lift to the Lunch 

Club?  Tel 632023 

        STRIDE FOR LIFE  
          ALYTH GROUP  
Stride for Life is a walking project providing 
FREE led walks for individuals in their com-
munity.  The group meets on a Tuesday at 
1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.   Our walks 
last approximately 45-50 minutes.   Walking 
is a great way to keep active and make you 
feel better.   We think it's much more fun 
walking in a group and enjoying a good old 
blether!   On average we have about twenty 
walkers so why not come and join 
us.   There is no need to book, just turn up 
on the day!      
 
Peter Robertson (Walk Leader) 01828 
632674  
Marja Dalziel   633 032 (Walk Leader). 
Tom Dalziel  633 032 (Walk Leader).  
 

Alyth Art Group 
We meet on Tuesdays from  

10am to 12 noon  
at the Community Wing of Alyth  Primary 

School 
If you would like to join our friendly group 

please contact  
the Secretary – Angela Meachen   

01828 632532 
for more information  

Alyth badminton club  

 
The 2014-2015 Season commenced on 

Tuesday the 2nd of September 2014 in the 
Airlie Street Hall. 

Membership  £15.00 
Nightly Fees     £3.00 

New members welcome over 18’s only. 

 
Meigle Art Group 

 
We have had to relocate from  
The Group meets on Tuesday  

mornings from 10am 12pm and 
would welcome new members. 

Equipment can be provided 
 for starters. 

 
Contact 633811 for further details  

STRATHMORE TOTS 
 

Parent and baby/toddler group 
We meet every Monday  

10am - 12 noon  
in the Alyth town 

Please join us for a tea or coffee 
and chat while the children play.  

Snack is provided. £2 per family to 
cover costs.  

Find us on facebook or e-
mail strathmoretots@gmail.com 

Ericht Art Club 
We are a friendly little club, where people 
of all abilities from beginners to expert 
painters are made most welcome. the 
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a 
fun environment.  
 
If you would like to find out more please 
contact Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or 
Lesley Garside on 07739463594    
 
                       Regards Gordon Coutts 

Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups 

Alyth & District Pipe Band  
 

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for 
new or experienced members, either 
pipes or drums.  
Tuesday night practise in Alyth Town 
Hall from 6pm, any more information 
please contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 
640312.  

mailto:Jacqui@alythpipeband.org.uk
mailto:strathmoretots@gmail.com
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 JOHN SWINNEY 
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you. 

You can contact John at 35 Perth Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6DL  
Tel. 01250 876576  Fax. 01250 876991  

email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

   s 

● Pole Climb 
● Archery 
● Tree Climb 
● Mohawk Walk 
● Night line 

Hang out with us this Easter school 

holiday!  Build a catapult, try for 

a gold at archery, go rock 

climbing and more! 

Enjoy fun and games with our  

tutors at  the Belmont Centre, 

Meigle, Easter Activity Club. 
 

6 - 10 April 2015 

9am - 5pm. (Early drop offs from 8am  
and late pick up to 6pm available at 
an extra cost). 

Lunch provided.  Age 8-14 yrs.        
Standard rate:  
£33 per day.  £147 for 5 days. 
Book two or more places:  
£30 per day. £125 for 5 days. 
To find out more and book,  
call 01899 221115  
or email  info@soec.org.uk 
www.soec.org.uk 

● Rock Climbing 
● Catapult 
● Living Outdoors 
● Arts and Crafts 
● Baking 

G A Davidson 
Your local joiner and contractor since 1953 

 

“ No job too big or too small” 
 

 

*New build and extensions. 

*Replacement windows and doors. 

* Kitchens. 

*Repairs and alterations. 

*All types of joiner work carried out. 
 

Call or email for advice and estimates 

01828632070           07525235681  

        gd.davidsons@gmail.com 
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PETS PANTRY 

 
19 High Street, Blairgowrie 

 

Tel: 01250 870772 

Keith Nicol 

 Grangemount 
      Cattery 
         Aberbothrie, Alyth 

 SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 
     INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS 

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore 

 PERSONAL ATTENTION  
FROM THE OWNERS 

DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY 

Tel: 01828 632284 

 
 

Simon Bogle 

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR 
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS 

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup 
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design 

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139 
 

www.airliecomputers.co.uk 
 

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday 
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland 

David Scott Ltd 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENT AGENTS 

 

Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
 

7 Toutie Street Alyth 

Call for appointment 
 

Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries 
A 24 hour service is maintained on 

01828 633 433 

 

 

 

 
 

Specialised Dementia Care  

in a Domestic Setting 
 

·DAY CARE 

·RESPITE CARE 

·RESIDENTIAL CARE 
 

All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens : 
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:  

Trained Staff to promote independence and choice. 
 

www.hopeparkhouse.com 
Tel 01250 872349 

Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie  

 

 

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert  Ed) 
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal 

Tel: 01828 633501 

JIM MORRICE 
 

Saxophone, Flute and 
Clarinet Tuition 

 

Tel:01828 633 137 
 
 

Beginners Welcome! 

Based in  
- Meigle - 

M: 07961 879239 

www.resoluteit.co.uk 
 

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk 

 

Looking to buy a new computer? 
Want advice on purchasing or developing 

your Business I.T. Infrastructure? 
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC? 

Tired of Call Centres / going back to the 
store? 

 
We Offer Home & Office Visits! 

(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**) 
 

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of  
computer services including: Repairs & 
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;  

Network Solutions & Broadband Support 
 

 

Technical Support Services 

The Home Straight 
Moving, Downsizing & Aging in Place 

Solutions for older people 
 

As we grow older, making a decision 
about where to live is stressful. We can 

help you, whether you want to stay where 
you are, or, move and downsize to a 
smaller property, sheltered housing,  

residential care or nursing home. 
 

We can advise on adaptations to your 
current home so that you can continue to 
live there safely and independently and 
we can support you through the entire 

process of moving and downsizing. 
 

Find out more at 
www.thehomestraight.org.uk 

Or email us at:  
info@thehomestraight.org.uk.  
Or call us on 07840 544420 

   

Carpet Care Carpet Care Carpet Care  

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather  
Cleaned and Protected 

Neil Stewart 
Call for a Free Quote: 

01828 632771 or 01250 875216    

Solutions 

alythsolutions@aol.com 
Solutions Print and Promotion Facebook 
page, check out the latest designs and 

images available; new catalogue for 2015 
lots of exciting garments for leisure,  

corporate or just for fun………..ring Mike  
 

01828633065/07742934072 
No min charge, no setup charges,  

http://www.hopeparkhouse.com
http://www.resoluteit.co.uk
http://www.thehomestraight.org.uk
mailto:info@thehomestraight.org.uk


 

20 

JRT’s  
Gents & Juniors  

Hair Salon 

Closed Mondays 

Open from 9.30am 

Tues- Sat  

3 Commercial Street 

Alyth 

Tel: 01828 632637 

No Appointment  

Necessary  

18 Mill Street Alyth, Ph11 8BJ 
Tel: 01828 633781 Mobile: 07432216525 

Just 4 Kidz Day Care Nursery 
We are a privately owned Nursery which has 

now been registered with Perth & Kinross Coun-
cil, this enables us to provide Government fund-

ed places for children aged 3-5 yrs. 
Entitlement would be for 16 hours per week free. 

We also offer a variety of Private Services for 
Babies & Children up to the age of 5 yrs. 

We can offer Full Days 8am-6pm, Half Days  
8am-1pm & 1pm-6pm, 

Play Sessions 9am-12pm & 1pm-4pm & a Drop 
In Service which would be charged at an hourly 

rate. 
In all our sessions we follow Pre-Birth to Three 
Guidelines & The Curriculum for Excellence. 
Please contact Tracey or Marie for further de-

tails on numbers above. 

WEE MACHINES 
(ALYTH) 

Victoria Garage 

Victoria Street, Alyth, PH11 8AU 
 

Garden Machinery 

Small Plant 

ATV’s and Utility vehicles  

Repairs and servicing  

Full workshop facilities 

 On site service available 

 

Garden Machinery and  

Power Products Stockist 
Telephone Jim on  

07783 626321 or 01828 632777 

E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com 

www.weemachines.co.uk 

Firewood 
Hard wood split logs £80/cubic metre, 
kindling £5/bag, free delivery Alyth 

Tree surgery & 
woodland management 

 

All staff fully trained and insured, no job to large or too small 

07580778700  
clive@communitytreecycle.co.uk   

Gauldswell Wood, Bamff, Alyth 

 employment law 
 

 commercial 
 

 property 
 

 wills & executries 
 

 dispute resolution 
 

 power of attorney 

 legal advice for Tourism Industry 

 
 
 
 
 

farah adams 
– solicitor & notary public 

“a refreshing approach” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

call: t. 01250 874 485  
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation 

e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.  
www.adams-law.co.uk  

Ronald Saunders 
 

Roofer/Slater 
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs 

Lead Undertaken, 
 Insurance Work. 

 

01828 633053 / 07761857994 

Opening on Saturday 28th February 
Café in the Square  

Full breakfast made with Stornoway 
black pudding  
served daily 9-11.30am. 
Lunchtime combo's.... 
Home made soup 
Paninis, baked potatoes, toasties, 
sandwiches all with a choice of fillings 
and served with salad. 
Main meals served from 12pm  
(see our menu) 
Cakes, tray bakes and scones. 
Afternoon tea. 
Coffee, latte, cappuccino, espresso, 
hot chocolate, variety of teas. All 
made with our new style espresso 
coffee machine. 
Selection of cold drinks available. 
Come along and enjoy a coffee with 
friends, lunch or have a meal in our 
new look Café in the Square. 
Wifi available from Wednesday 4th 
March. 
Like us on Facebook..... 
Café in the Square  
 

Café in the Square  
2-6 Market Square 
Alyth  

SHEAR SUCCESS 
12 Airlie Street Alyth 

01828 633234 
 
 

Monday Closed,  
Tuesday 10 - 3 and 

Wednesday 10 - 5  apts 
available with Zoe, 

 Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5, 
Saturday 9-1  

mailto:jimsweemachines@btinternet.com
http://www.weemachines.co.uk
mailto:farah@adams-law.co.uk
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Home-Start Perth is a voluntary 
organisation which supports 
Families with young children 
throughout Perth and Kinross. 
Our trained volunteers, who all 
have parenting experience, 
will visit a family in their own 
home offering practical and emotional  
Support. Volunteering for Home-Start Perth can 
be very rewarding.  We are always looking for 
new volunteers.  We are also keen to encourage 
new Trustees to Home-Start Perth.  If you feel 
you have skills which could benefit the 
organisation, please get in touch for an informal 
chat in the first instance with Susan on 01738 
638847.  Visit www.homestartperth.org.uk or 
email us on info@homestartperth.org.uk. 

WRVS   
Books on Wheels 

 

Can’t get to the library?  
We deliver books to your door... 

Books – in normal or large print / 
Audio Books – cassette player 
req. / Music CDs and Videos  

 

Telephone 01250 872 905 for 
details 

RECYCLE AND HELP 

A large box from Childline and NSPCC charities 
is placed at the reception of the Alyth Health 
Centre for 
 recycling inkjet 

cartridges 
 toner cartridges 
 mobile phones 
 hand held games 

consoles 
 digital cameras 
 MP3 Players 
 satellite navigation Units 
 Used spectacles (in aid of Vision 2020) 
 

Alyth Library 

Calling all Alyth Voluntary Groups and 
Clubs 

Promote your organisation in Alyth Library 
Display space is available in the library win-

dows 
Call in at the Library for more information 

Or call 01828 632731 

 
ALYTH VOICE NEEDS 

YOU!! 

Alyth Voice urgently needs 

“Reserve Voiceteers” to cover 

for sickness/holidays or to take on a round when 

next available. Please contact Barbara or Paul 

Prettyman prettyfolk@btinternet.com to be 

STRATHMORE DEMENTIA 
INFORMATION CAFE 

This drop-in café has information 
stalls to browse and time to chat over 
a cup of tea/coffee with other people 
with dementia, family members and 
carers.  
    The café is held on the last Tues-
day of the month in St Catharine’s 
Church Hall, George St, Blairgowrie 
PH10 6EY, from 10am-12 noon  
    There will be speakers to give a 
short talk on alternate months and on 
the other months, complimentary ther-
apies and hand massages. See local 
press for details. 
    Staff from the Strathmore Dementia 
Service will also be available every 
month to offer free, confidential 
memory tests. No need to book, just 
come along. 
    For further information, please con-
tact Strathmore Day Opportunities on 
01250 871938 or Fiona Matthews, 
Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor 
on 01738 562358 
    We look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Local Services and Appeals 

Alyth Library 
(for FREE internet access & advice on 
tracing your ancestors) 
 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Sunday—Closed 
 
Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm &    
  5pm—8pm 
Friday 9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm 
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm 

Closed for the Winter! 
OPEN May-September 

Wed-Sun 1pm-5pm    
(Opens for 2015 season on Friday 1st 

May) 
ADMISSION FREE 

ARTICLES 
AND DATES 
FOR EVENTS 
IN THE VOICE 

 
If you have Events that are due in the 
first week of the month, please con-
sider putting an advert for the event 
into the Voice the month before the 
event.   
 
We cannot guarantee that the Voice 
will be delivered by the first of each 
month. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enquiries over winter by e-mail only to: 
fhp@alythparishchurch.org.uk 

A 
L 
Y 
T 
H 

Family 

History 

Project 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE will be closed 
from 12.30pm 

on the following afternoons for staff train-
ing 

18th March 2015 
IF YOU REQUIRE ADVICE OR ASSIS-

TANCE WHEN THE SURGERY IS CLOSED, 
PLEASE TELEPHONE NHS24 ON 111 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
RECYCLING 

Thank you to the many local people who have 
handed in ink cartridges, mobile phones etc 
for recycling.  The charity which provided the 
collection facility and contributed to NSPCC 
no longer operates that service.  We have 
sourced a new collector for ink cartridges 
although not as yet for other items.  Please 
continue to bring your ink cartridges only 
down to the Health Centre until further notice. 
Thank you. 

http://www.homestartperth.org.uk
mailto:info@homestartperth.org.uk
mailto:prettyfolk@btinternet.com
mailto:fhp@alythparishchurch.org.uk
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Alyth Hill Users Group 

AHUG are planning to put a new sign at the foot of Alyth Bike 

Park, thanking people for visiting, giving a brief history of the Bike 

Park, encouraging them to visit local businesses, and displaying a 

small map of the route back to Alyth Den car park.  We hope also 

to persuade Perth and Kinross Council to let us put a similar sign 

in the Den car park. These will complement the brown signs di-

recting people to and from Alyth Bike Park that are due to be in-

stalled in March.  

We are hoping that local businesses will consider advertising on 

these signs to help cover the cost. The sign will be A3 with busi-

ness logos of approximately 7cm X 7cm.  The cost of this would 

be £40. If you are interested please email eliotpalm-

er@btinternet.com 

Thank You for Visiting Alyth Bike Park 

Alyth Bike Park sits on an area of land leased from the Forestry 

Commission and managed by Alyth Hill Users Group (AHUG), a 

voluntary group also responsible for the wider community wood-

land site.  The Bike Park was first raised as an idea in 2010 and 

officially opened in July 2014. It is the first example in Scotland of 

a bike park on land leased from the Forestry Commission.  The 

trails are managed and maintained solely by volunteers. The cost 

of this and the annual insurance is met by fundraising.  If you’ve 

enjoyed your visit please consider making a donation to AHUG 

through our Facebook Page www.facebook.com /alythbikepark or 

here ………………………………………. 

Please also consider stopping in Alyth and help support our local 

businesses, who have been and remain strongly supportive of 

Alyth Bike Park. 

Again thank you for visiting Alyth Bike Park. Please ride with Care 

and Consideration for other countryside users. 

We're looking for help on the 28th of March for maintenance work 

on the Bike Park, and some of the walking paths around the com-

munity land. We'll meet at the Bike Park 12 noon and work till 

around 5pm. Anyone welcome, you don't need to come for the 

whole time any help is very welcome.  If you can bring a wheelbar-

row and or shovel along that would be brilliant.  

As advertised in last month's Voice the AHUG AGM is on the 7th 

of April 7.30pm at the Burnside Inn. It is no problem for U18s to 

come along too. If you are interested in joining the committee feel 

free to get in touch 

Our annual bike event is planned now for the 16th of May and like 

last year will feature events in the Community Woodland and on 

Alyth Hill. We will be looking for people to help out as marshals. If 

you think you can help please contact us eliotpalm-

er@btinternet.com 

Many thanks  

AUG Committee 

Eliot Palmer 

Top o’ Toon 

Maybe nae sae erudite, but it’s still a gey when o’doric blethers & mair 

havers – at yer Xmas card request, Postie Keith. 

Enjoy yer birthday G&T. on yer Carribean cruise, Babs. 

Eh’ve had an active & (dare eh say?) colourful past life, sae noo eh look 

forrit tae filum o’ Billy Connolly’s holidays in Alyth. Eh recall seeing him 

in banana wellies in Caird Hall in Dundee. 

Birthday greetings Gordon & David C. Dinnae fash – it’s only numbers. 

Twa grandsons, Fraser & Callum visit their GRAN (me!) sune wi’ bonny 

lass o’ ain o’ them frae Belarus. The ither hasnae got a REAL girlfriend 

(whitever that is?) YET. 

As bairns they oft bided here & visited Annie & Willie up Glen Prosen at 

their sheep farm. And so, the morn! Different & caulder than Dubai! 

Niver sued when meh bike got jammed in the Dundee tramlines yes-

treen – no’ like the Edinburgh bikers o’ the day! 

Did the R.S.P.B. Garden Watch Survey. Sad news- Decline of birds 

counted. Must keep feeding them, Nae muckle spuigs, though! 

Niver been ca’ed “WILY” afore Thank you, Dr. J. 

Often – “devious” or “weird” or “eccentric” or “awfie” – true? 

Eh’ve watched Darts – Snooker - Bowls. And noo Rugger – France V 

Scotland. Whit a stramash! 

Took me doon Memory Lane – tae when eh wis in France at a rugger 

match wi’ a guid lookin’ blade! 

‘phone call frae my Hungarian friend, Maggie, wha eh met in Vancouver 

when eh took meh brither’s ashes to be scattered in the Rockies. Life’s 

unpredictable!  

Still write tae each ither. 

Mair fowk tae thanks fir wir present quality of life. 

Bill Pidsley (late of P.O.) for a lift tae Guild Choir concert, ably & humor-

ously compered by Janey MacF. 

Had a guid chat wi’ Joy D. there. Willie P. of Davidsons’s Delivery (Pills) 

Colin & Team of Cost Cutters for Groceries 

Claire of Lunans’s for A.V. Delivery. 

Local Posties 

John B & Fraser 

Monica & Donna. 

Umpteen carers of Caley Home Care. City friends cannae believe the 

pleasant & helpful attitude of Alyth Community.  

We are indeed fortunate in finding Alyth around 20 years ago. 

Josi     Top o’ Toon. 
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PAUL’S SPAR STORE 
CONVENIENCE & OFF LICENCE 

 

10 Commercial Street Alyth 
 

NEW LOTTERY TERMINAL NOW INSTORE 
 

NEWSPAPERS * GROCERIES* CARDS * BEERS 
WINES & SPIRTS *MOBILE TOP UPS*GAS/
ELECTRIC/ TV LICENCE /ETC PAYMENT 

FACILITY AVAILABLE 
 

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS WELCOME WITH 
CASHBACK ALSO AVAILABLE 

 

Opening times 
Mon-sat 6.00am-9.00pm, 

 Sun 7.00am-9.00pm 
Tele 01828-632321 

Call Janette on 01828 640633 

 

Shaping Up…? 

 

 

Call Janette on 01828 640633  

Would an extra 
£300 - £500 per 
month working part-
time with flexible 
hours appeal to you? 

Lose 7 – 10 Pounds 
In Just 9 Days!! 

 

We Will Show 
You a Healthy 
and Balanced 
way to Lose 
Weight…! 

Too much month at 
the end of the 
money…?? 

  
Cherrybank I Leitfie Terrace 

 New Alyth I PH11 8NF 
www.amandablakeman.com 

Online Accounting Service 

 24/7 access to your accounts, safe, 
reliable and fast.  

Full Bookkeeping, VAT and Payroll 
Services 

 Self assessment, management and 
year end accounts.  

 Computerised or Manual. 

 SAGE training and business  
start-up.  

 Free initial consultation. 
 

Tel:   01828 633553                                                       

Burnside Inn  
Mill Street, Alyth  

 

01828 633356  
 

theburnsideinn@gmail.com  
 

Coffee Shop open Monday to Friday 
8.30am-3pm 

 

Serving Hot & Cold Drinks 
Breakfast Rolls & Lunches 

 Steak Pie Saturdays 5-7.30pm 
Steak Pie Chips & Veg including a 

drink £7 p.p 
 Free Wifi.  

Weekend Entertainment.  
Self Catering Accommodation.  

Beer Garden.  
Children Welcome.  

 

SALE OF ALYTH  SCENES 
POSTCARDS, CARDS & CALENDARS 

at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD 
--------------------------------------------- 

A percentage from the sale of the cards 
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the 

mental health craft project in 
Blairgowrie. 

----------------------------------------------- 

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs 
Only two needed, £1 each 

Phone Listed Number 
TEL: 01828 632434 

www.frogpublications.co.uk 

DENNIS MELLOY 
 

Your Local Councillor 
 

For Surgeries in the 
comfort of your own home 

 

Contact details 
Mobile: 07786674776 
Home: 01828 632284 

E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk 

 
 

 
 

18 Mill Street Alyth PH11 8BJ 
01828 633781 

 
Can we remind all Parents & Carers with  
Children with a Date of Birth falling between 
these dates 01/03/2011-28/02/2012 for their 
Pre-School year. 
Also, Dates of Birth falling between these 
dates 01/03/2012-31/08/2012 for their  
Ante-Pre School year. 
All children are entitled to free Government 
funded 16 hours per week and can be made 
up of a mixture of full days, mornings or  
afternoons. 
If you wish your child to attend Just 4 Kidz 
Nursery please phone and make an  
appointment, to come and visit, and have a 
chat. Spaces are filling up fast, therefore, call 
soon to get your child registered. 
When phoning please ask for Marie Russell  
Deputy Manager. 

Pollyanna’s 
Art for your Heart 

Silk Wedding Flowers, 

 Table Arrangements, Bespoke 

items & Gifts 

Plants & Shrubs available, kids face 

painting on Saturdays. 

8 Market Square, Alyth, PH11 8AB 

Tel: Julie or Dunc 07840993371 

http://www.frogpublications.co.uk
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Reach  
everyone in the  

local  
community. 

 
 

Place an  
Advert in the 
Alyth Voice! 

 

J & J Howe 
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie  

 

Open Monday - Friday 8 - 5  Saturday 9 - 5 
 

 High Quality Removals and Storage 
 

Complete removal service 
Local and Long distance 
Specialist to the Islands 

Large containerized storage warehouse 
Get free quote for your removal 

 
AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS 

 

Auction sale on Mondays 6pm 
Goods on view from 2pm day of sale 

 Also Saturday 2 - 4 
Office open Tues and Wed  8.30 - 4 

 
See weekly list and auction dates on line  

 

www.jjhowe.co.uk 
 

INTERIOR SHOP NOW OPEN 
 

Selling carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains with a 
measuring, estimate and fitting service. 

Samples to take home and check the colours in your room. 
 

For further details of all these services phone 01250 872 361 
or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
  
The next Isla Parishes Family Quiz Supper will be held on Friday 13th March at 7pm in 
Kilry Hall.  There should be a maximum of 4 in each team and the cost is £6 per adult 
and £3 per child.  BYOB. Donations of raffle prizes would be very welcome.   
  
On Easter Sunday, 5th April, there will be a walk up the Knock of Formal (weather 
permitting). Bacon rolls will be served back at the church afterwards.  Dogs are more 
than welcome, but must be kept on a lead. 
  
Our annual Plant Sale and Coffee Morning is being held at Airlie Village Hall on Satur-
day, 9th May between 10am and 12 noon.  Come along to stock up on your seedlings 
and plants as spring is just around the corner! 
We have the usual stalls, tasty home baking and a chance for a cup of coffee and a 
blether. 
  
Anne Duff 
A fond farewell was bid to Anne Duff, Lintrathen, who was presented with a garden 
gift token at our Sunday service on 22nd February.  Anne was thanked for her contri-
bution on the Kirk Session.  She will be missed 
by her many friends in Isla Parishes and we wish her every happiness in her new 
home in Longforgan. 

  
(Services are held every Sunday at 10am in Isla Parishes Church, Kilry, where every-
one will be made most welcome). 

              THE  
              ISLA  

               PARISHES 
                         (SC031461) 

 
The Isla Parishes – Rev. Ian Murray, minister 

http://www.jjhowe.co.uk
mailto:matt@jjhowe.co.uk
http://www.clipartheaven.com/clipart/religion/ceremonies_&_prayer/church.gi
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Alyth Family History Project 

See September 2014 Alyth Voice for 
background. 
 

ESCAPE FROM THE CURRAGH 
A.L. Tebbit, February 2004 
 
INTERNMENT 
 
During the period between their arri-
val on The Curragh and Isobel’s arri-
val in Ireland, Bill and Covington 
were restless prisoners. On Christ-
mas night Covington had quite open-
ly climbed over the gates and started 
to walk away from the camp. Coving-
ton said he was just going for a walk, 
or something equally unlikely, and 
quite peacefully returns to the camp. 
Both Bill and Covington were also 
soon in trouble for going outside their 
parole area. 
 
All six British internees were involved 
in digging a tunnel from their mess 
hut to get under the fence but in late 
January they became impatient and 
decided to try a mass breakout. After-
wards, in one of his letters home Paul 
Mayhew said that he advised against 
this at that time as it was very cold 
and the countryside was deep in 
snow, which would make things very 
difficult for fugitives without outside 
help. He was out-voted however and 
the attempted escape went ahead. 
 
On January 20th, 1941, at 2130 
hours, Sergeant Hobbs threw an iron 
poker attached to a parachute cord 
over the cables for the camp lighting. 
He then managed to pull them to-
gether causing an electrical short 
circuit and putting out the lights on 
the camp side of the fences. Mean-
while, Sergeant Ricketts caused an-
other diversion to get the guard out of 
the way whilst Bill, Covington, May-
hew, Hobbs and Sergeant Newport 
went over the fences, using whatever 
they could to protect themselves from 
the barbed wire. 
 
The guards did not shoot and as 
soon as the escapers were out they 
each went off in a different direction. 
Unfortunately the snow and slush 
were so bad that they could make 
little progress over open country and 
were forced back on to the roads. 
Newport was recaptured whilst walk-
ing along a road and Bill, Covington 
and Hobbs were caught during the 
night on various buses. Mayhew was 
the last to be caught at 0930 hours 

next morning, on a bus nine miles 
from Dublin. 
 
Unfortunately, whilst the internees 
were out of the camp, the guards had 
made a search and discovered the 
work on the tunnel. During the next 
few days the fences were made high-
er and strengthened and more coils 
of barbed wire were added. 
 
A few days after this attempted es-
cape six more RAF personnel arrived 
at the camp. They included two survi-
vors from the crew of an Armstrong 
Whitworth Whitley, Flying Officer 
Ward and Sergeant Jefferson, and 
the crew of a Lockhead Hudson, Pilot 
Officers Shaw, Cowper and Welpy 
and Sergeant Todd. Ward was a Ca-
nadian serving with the RAF and his 
wife came later to Ireland and stayed 
near The Curragh. 
 
In Blairgowrie Isobel had got to work 
organising a passport and permit for 
travel to Eire. When these arrived a 
date was fixed and Bill arranged for 
her accommodation in a small hotel 
in Newbridge, the nearest village of 
any reasonably size to The Curragh. 
 
Complete with all her travel docu-
ments Isobel set off for Ireland. First 
by train to Perth, then another to 
Stranraer where she boarded the 
night boat to Belfast. This was early 
February 1941, the blackout was in 
force and it was cold, dark, and mis-
erable. It was some time before the 
boat was due to leave but she decid-
ed to go to her cabin and try to get 
some sleep, only to find that the ship 
was taking on coal, apparently imme-
diately above her head! She lay and 
thought briefly about the possibility of 
German submarines or magnetic 
mines in the Irish Sea but her mind 
turned quickly to thinking how she 
could help Bill to escape from Eire if 
he could break out of the camp. 
 
The boat left and they had an une-
ventful passage to Belfast where Iso-
bel took the train to Dublin. There 
was only one other occupant of the 
compartment, a man who engaged 
her in conversation. He was in civilian 
clothes but was an Irishman serving 
as a major in the British Army and 
travelling to Dublin where he had 
family. He devoted the journey to in-
structing Isobel in the delicate art of 
being a Briton staying in Eire at that 
time. The border was crossed at 

Dundalk and they arrived at Dublin 
where she took a small local train for 
Newbridge. Bill met her at the station 
in a dreadful old taxi, which appeared 
to be running on a mixture of kero-
sene and Irish optimism, and took her 
to the hotel. 
 
Newbridge, like most Irish villages, 
had little aesthetic appeal and the 
hotel had little to distinguish it from 
the surrounding buildings but they 
checked in and hoped for the best. In 
Isobel’s room they found a turf fire 
producing more smoke than heat but 
they were young and it was all a bit of 
an adventure so they happily put up 
with it. 
 
The next morning she decided to look 
for a bathroom and found one that 
had groaning pipes producing rusty 
cold water but no hot water. She re-
tired to her room, where there was a 
table with an ewer and bowl that 
looked as if they were intended for 
ones morning ablutions, and called 
the maid to get her some hot water. 
The maid returned with a cup of hot 
water! Isobel explained that she 
wanted to wash in it rather than drink 
it. The maid smiled, said “Sure” and 
departed, returning with a jug con-
taining about three cupfuls. Isobel 
took a cold bath! The regular basic 
dinner there was steak with potatoes 
and parsnips but they soon found 
that for a more sophisticated, and 
expensive, evenings dining the near-
by Osbertsons Town House was the 
place to go. 
 
Isobel was permitted to visit Bill at the 
camp when he was not allowed out 
or if he was sick but they had to sit in 
a room with an Irish Army officer pre-
sent. Nevertheless she did manage 
to smuggle in a pair of wire cutters 
obtained from an English sympathis-
er who lived on The Curragh. If the 
internees had brought such things in 
it would have been regarded as 
breaking parole, and they were all 
liable to be searched on returning to 
the camp. 
 
                            To be continued... 
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BLACK WATCH CASTLE 
AND MUSEUM TO  
INTRODUCE DAILY GUIDED 
TOURS 
 
The Black Watch Castle and Museum is thrilled to announce 
the introduction of daily guided tours of the Museum. These 
tours will be offered every day at 12:00pm starting from 2 
February 2015.  
 
Daily Guided Tour tickets purchased between 2 February and 
31 July 2015 will be valid for free regular admission during a 
second visit to the Museum before the end of 2015. 
 
The best way to be immersed in the history of Scotland's 
premier Highland Regiment is to take one of these Daily 
Guided Tours led by our trained and knowledgeable Tour 
Guides. 
Guided tours enhance the Museum experience by highlighting 
personal stories within the Museum collection and providing a 
local and international context for the history of The Black 
Watch. 
 
Booking is advised for Daily Guided Tours. Admission plus a 
tour will cost £12.50 for adults and £10.00 for concessions. 
Full details of these tours can be found at 
www.theblackwatch.co.uk/daily-guided-tours.  

In Heaven, She is an Angel 

 
There is a Special Lady 
In every person’s life... 

Oh no! It’s not your Sweetheart, 
Nor yet your Darling Wife... 

 
She tholes the Morning Sickness, 

And puts up with the Tum— 
In Heaven, She is an Angel; 
On Earth, we call Her Mum. 

 
She’s there to kiss things better, 
She’s there to wipe your nose; 

And when life bugs, She’s there with Hugs 
To soften all the blows. 

 
She’ll extricate you daily 

From many a tangled Scrum— 
In Heaven, She is an Angel; 
On Earth, we call Her Mum. 

 
Sometimes you’ll try Her patience; 
Sometimes you’ll break Her Heart, 

But She’s aye there, year after year, 
Right from the Very Start. 

 
She fills your life with Laughter... 
Without Her ‘twould be glum— 

In Heaven, She is an Angel; 
On Earth, we call Her Mum. 

 
Some Wise Man put it simply 

In the thoughts that he would save: 
“There’s not a Friend like Mother 
From The Cradle to the Grave.”  

 
                               Dan Dewar 

A walk in Oregon 
 

The forest industry in Scotland has be-
come increasingly based on one spe-
cies: the Sitka spruce. This spruce was 
one of the tree species that David Doug-
las came across in his travels through 
North West America early in the 19th 
Century, and of which he sent seeds for 
growing on in this country. 
 
Douglas, as you will know was born and 
brought up in Scone in 1798, and started 
work as a gardener at Scone Palace 
before being sent to Glasgow to work 
and study at the University's Botanical 
Garden. The professor of Botany at the 
University, William Hooker, recognised 
Douglas's  potential as a plant collector 
and arranged for the Royal Horticultural Society of London to 
send him to North America. The second of the three journeys that 
Douglas was to make was the most successful because it was 
during this one that he sent home the seeds of Sitka spruce, 
Douglas fir and many other species of tree and shrub. The im-
pact of Sitka spruce on the landscape of upland Scotland would 
be hard to exaggerate. 
 
We are accustomed to seeing this fast growing tree in even aged 
plantations that are felled when they reach between forty and 
sixty years old. In North West America it is possible to see five 
hundred year old examples of this species though, with all the 
logging that has happened since timber became valuable, there 
are not so many of them around. What magnificent trees they 
are!  
 
Walking through a coastal forest with giant Sitka spruces, Doug-
las firs, Western Hemlock and and a shrub layer of mostly sallal  
(Gaultheria) and Oregon grape, with some native rhododendrons, 
is a remarkable and exciting experience, not least if one reads 
the warning about bears at the beginning of the trail. Along the 
banks of little creeks there was a good deal of a species of alder. 
 
We walked some way along a path round Eel Lake, which took 
us through the woodland that I have just described, except that I 
forgot to mention the ferns that grew in the shrub layers of the 
forest. Lichens and ferns grew out of the bark of many trees, as 
did delicate, pale fungi. Out in the lake, we saw Western grebes 
and a group of mergansers swimming. The mergansers consist-
ed of six or seven ducks and one drake. I was excited to see a 
bufflehead drake. This species is related to the Goldeneye that 
we see in the lochs west of Blairgowrie in the winter.  
 
Oregon has had a mild winter, I understand, with very little snow. 
California, likewise, has had little snow in the Sierra Nevada, 
which will mean an extension of the drought that has afflicted that 
State for several years. 
 
The import at part that beavers can play in water management in 
a time of climate change has been the theme of the conference 
that Louise and I have been attending. Soon, we should be home 
and wondering what trees to plant this spring. 
 
      Paul Ramsay 

http://www.theblackwatch.co.uk/daily-guided-tours
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TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO  

ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER: 

• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all 

 businesses and individuals  

• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs  

• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your  

business  

• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans  

• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you  

For more information please feel free to contact us on: 

Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491 

E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk 

KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,  

Alyth, PH11 8AR 

www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk     

www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy 

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE 

 

Alyth Garage 
Alyth Garage • Cambridge Street • Alyth • 

Perthshire • PH11 8AW , Tel - 01828 633783 

Your Local, Friendly, Family Run Business. 
 
 

Free Winter Checks on your vehicle! 
With temperatures dropping make sure your car is safe for 

winter ahead so give us a call! 

M.O.Ts £40.00! Wheel Alignment £30.00! 
Late Night Wednesdays! Open 8am-9pm! 

 

Timing Belts, M.O.Ts, Clutches, Servicing, All Repairs,  
Work Vehicle Contracts, Motorbikes, Brakes, Tyres, Welding, 

Engine Diagnostic Checks, 4x4s, Engine Rebuilds. 
 

01828 633783 

http://www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk


 

28 

SC AUTO SERVICES 
Victoria Street, Alyth 

01828 633660 
 

ALL CARS, VANS AND 4X4’S WELCOME 
 

SERVICING ● MOT PREP ●  
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

 

TIMING BELTS ● WELDING ● BRAKES ● 
CLUTCHES 

 

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS ●  
TOWBARS SUPPLIED & FITTED 

 

FULL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE INCLUDING 
KEY AND IMMOBILISER PROGRAMMING 

ABS FAULTS, AIRBAG FAULTS, ENGINE FAULTS 
ANY LIGHT ON YOUR DASHBOARD WE CAN HELP 

scautoservices.org.uk 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT  

CARDS ACCEPTED 

Northlands Nursing Home 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE” 
 Highly qualified stable staff team 
 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day  
 Home cooked choice of meals 
 Secure gardens 
 Some fully funded places available 

 

Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on  
01250 876790 for further information  

or to arrange a visit. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Serving our local community since 1985 

Currently registering new NHS, Private and 

Highland Dental Plan patients 

Same Day Emergency Appointments 

(please phone by 9.30am) 

 Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry 

 Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation. 

Looking after you and your family. 

01250 875 136 

reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 

www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 

 

Market Square, Alyth, Perthshire, PH11 8AA 
Tel.: 01828 632309  Fax: 01828 632609 

 

WINTER WARMERS 
 

 Coal, burning peat, logs, loads of 
logs, kindling ready in stock to ease 

those long winter nights. 
 

Agents for Stihl,  
Gardencare, Power Tools Including 

Log Splitter & much more. 
 

Come down to your local Ironmonger 
for all your requirements & that  

friendly reliable service at a  
competitive price. 

scautoservices.org.uk
http://www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
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Alyth Senior Citizens` Lunch and Socialising 
Club - Valentine`s Lunch. 
 
On Monday 9th February at 12.30 many members of the Alyth Senior 
Citizens` Lunch and Socialising Club settled down to enjoy their pro-
fessionally prepared Valentine`s Lunch. Both the Hall and the individ-
ual tables were adorned with traditional Valentine items. At each 
place on the tables were wee sweeties on which were written a note 
of endearment, such as `Say Yes` and `Dear one`. In the middle of 
each table there was to be viewed an elegant vase holding two beau-
tiful red roses with rose petals scattered about. This all added to a 
wonderful and successful lunch.  
 
BUT one must not forget that this success is totally due to those Vol-
unteers on duty for that day. This includes those who organised and 
arranged the event, those who managed and prepared all the food in 
the kitchen, those who served the meal to us who were seated in the 
hall, and those who did the tidying up after the event.   
 
One of the attached photographs shows all the volunteers for this day 
having their lunch prior to delivery the same to those in the hall; the 
other photograph illustrates the meal being enjoyed by a group at one 
of the tables.  
 
A great day was had by all.    

A Display of Work Created by The Potting Shed 
 
An exciting display of work produced by a group of potters who have called themselves 'The Potting 
Shed' was on show at the Alyth Library from the 5th- 26th February. They have been attending a 
series of evening pottery classes at the Alyth Community Wing taught by local ceramic artist, Nancy 
Fuller. She trained in Japan and has led art projects in schools both here, and in Norway and Den-
mark, and has been involved in the community arts for over 10 years.  
 
Nancy teaches basic hand-building techniques such as coiling and slab building and then introduces 
the participants to a variety of decorating and glazing techniques. So far class members have tried 
their hand at techniques such as water etching, mishima (a type of inlay technique) and sgraffito. 
The class is individual-led and so is suitable for both newcomers to clay work and those who wish to 
improve on their techniques.  
  
Two participants who have attended the classes since they began last year gave the following feed-
back: 
“Nancy has inspired us with her ideas and techniques and given us the confidence to progress from 
pinch pots to coiling, tiles to dishes, and exploring different shapes, clays, decorative finishes, and 
glazes. We have all produced pieces we have been pleased with and the possibilities are proving 
exciting and varied”. Pippa Clegg 
 
“Nancy is a patient and creative teacher. We've had a lot of fun and made new friends along with 
our pottery”. Liz Allen 
 
Having successfully led a programme of classes last year, Nancy already has a new programme of 
classes for adults and children underway at the Alyth Community Wing, St Andrew Street, Alyth. Adult 
classes run from 7.30 - 9.00 pm on Wednesdays and Fridays. If you have any questions or would like to join, email 
Nancy on info@nancyfuller.co.uk. 

 
Nancy's wesbite: www.nancyfuller.co.uk 
 
For further information contact Nancy Fuller on 07807723365 or 
info@nancyfuller.co.uk 

Hand-built pots by Joan Woodsford 

Pinch pots by Joan Woodsford 

Left: Slab Bowl by Joan Woodsford 

Right: Stamped Slab Bowl by Joan Woodsford 

http://www.nancyfuller.co.uk/
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF A LOCAL GROUP? 
 

Send an advert for your group to copy@alythvoice.co.uk to 
raise awareness and attract new members! 
 
No charge . . . 

THANKS FOR ALL YOUR  
ARTICLES AND LETTERS.   

 
Keep them coming—the Alyth Voice is a great communica-
tion  forum for our community so let us know anything of inter-
est to the community that we can include. 

Blairgowrie & District Hillwalking Club 
Affiliated to the Mountaineering Council of Scotland 

Web: www.bdhc.org.uk 

The Blairgowrie and District Hillwalking Club have been very busy since the summer. 
 
An outing to The Arrochar Alps saw members on the summits of Beinn Luibhean (a Corbett) and Ben 
Ime (a Munro) while others enjoyed a forest walk in Glen Croe. We had a lovely sunny day in Glen Esk 
climbing Mount Keen, the most easterly Munro, where the heather was in full bloom and the views 
stretched to Lochnagar, Bennachie and over Angus to the North Sea. The autumn weekend to Kirk 
Yetholm featured walks of varying length on the Pennine Way, the St Cuthbert’s Way and the Border 

Abbeys’ Way as well as climbing beside the Grey Mare’s Tail to White Coomb (a Corbett). As usual an excellent Club Meal was enjoyed on the 
Saturday evening. The weather was less kind for the next two outings – first to Glenshee where Mealna Letter (a Graham) and Glas Tulaichean (a 
Munro) were climbed and a part of the Cateran Trail was walked and then to Farragon Hill (a Corbett) where a fierce wind was experienced on the 
summit but the autumn colours were superb lower down. A good day out in Glen Isla had walkers on the Corbett, Monamenach and on Finalty Hill 
and finished in the Glen Isla Hotel for welcome refreshments. The Christmas Walk, with decorated rucksacks of course, round Loch Ordie or over 
Deuchary Hill was quite snowy. It was followed by soup, mince pies, a quiz and party games in the Merryburn Hotel. Another good social, this time 
in The Windlestrae Hotel at Kinross followed walks of varying distances round Loch Leven in excellent weather and the social theme continued 
after walks along the Angus Coast between East Haven and Auchmithie ending with a fish supper in the Bell Rock Restaurant. We will be back on 
the hills with our next outing to Lochearnhead. 
 
On the social side we had a Harvest Ceilidh in September, a Club Night in October featuring a talk on Mountain Safety by Heather Morning of the 
Mountaineering Council for Scotland, another club night showing members’ photos and choosing photos for the Club Calendar in November and 
then in January a most enjoyable Quiz Night which also raised funds for the club. 
 
Throughout the autumn and winter we have been developing our web site (www.bdhc.org.uk) and trying to recruit new members. We are delighted 
that there has been a steady trickle of new members and we look forward to welcoming many more. Hillwalking is an excellent way to enjoy the 
magnificent scenery and wildlife of Scotland and to experience the variety of weather while at the same time becoming fitter! Why not give it a go? 
 
Membership covers a wide range of ages and abilities (and there is no correlation between the two!) and the variety of destinations and activities 
reflects this. Our meets cover everything from low level glen walks and coastal walks to scrambling on the Munro ridges and snow gully climbing in 
winter. Each meet has a variety of suggested walks of different lengths to suit all abilities. 
 
Prospective members can attend two meets before deciding to join. Visitors will always be welcome at social events and club nights.  
 
To register for a meet or for information visit the website: www.bdhc.org.uk or phone Neil/Alice MacLeod (01307 840520) or Jean/Brian Ruffhead 
(01307 840535) 

The programme up to the end of May is: 
 
08 Mar 0800 Newtonmore 
27 Mar 1900 AGM: Royal Hotel 
29 Mar 0800 Glen Lyon (Cars) 
19 Apr 0730 Glen Feshie 
10 May 0800 Ben Oss/Dubhcraig  
29-31 May  Spring Weekend: Ullapool 

The picture shows some of the club members in the 
Arrochar Alps. 

http://www.bdhc.org.uk
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COMMUNITY SPRING CLEAN SATURDAY 
SATURDAY 21ST MARCH 2015 

10-4PM includes lunch,donations welcome. 
 

Workforce required for indoors and outdoors 
tasks. 

Cleaning hall and equipment, gardening and a 
general tidy, to keep our community shining bright 

and beautiful.  

Weekly Classes at Eassie. 
Monday 

Yoga 3pm-4.30pm and 6pm-7.30 

Mens Yoga 8pm-9pm 

Tuesday 

Zumba 7pm-8pm 

Wednesday 

Table Tennis 8pm-9.30pm 

Thursday 

Kettlercise 6pm-7.30pm  

Social Dancing 7.30pm-10pm 

Saturday 

Art Class 10am-12pm (2nd and 4th Saturday) 

 

The Great Tapestry of Scotland 

Featuring 160 textile panels, most about 1 meter square, the Great Tapestry of Scotland exhibition tells the story of Scotland’s history from a 

somewhat different perspective.  

The beautifully stitched panels explore most well-known points in Scottish history and also many aspects of popular culture, science, industry and 

politics. The panels depict the melting of the ice age through to the opening of the Scottish Parliament. 

A few examples are, the building of Hadrian's wall in 2nd century AD, First Lord of The Isles 1160, The Massacre of Glencoe in 1692, The first 
legal distillery in 1824, The Great Depression of 1930s which led to the saying ' Its a sair fecht for a half-loaf', Scotland's World cup campaign in 

Argentina 1978, etc etc. Each panel is displayed with an explanatory plaque. 

With nearly 1000 volunteer stitchers involved in creating the 143-metre-long tapestry, it is one of the biggest community art projects in the world.  

The Great Tapestry of Scotland was the brainchild of esteemed Scottish writer Alexander McCall Smith, artist Andrew Crummy and historical 

writer Alistair Moffat. 

The panels which were stitched across Scotland should possible be called stitch work rather that tapestries.  

The tapestry can be seen at Stirling Castle until 8th March, Ayr 4th April - 31st May, Kirkcaldy 20th June - 20th September. 

Below is the panel which was stitched locally. 

Pictures from the Alyth Volunteers Party 
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Happy 50th Keith Henderson 

 
Gotcha. Love and hugs Wendy and AJ xxx 

GOLDEN WEDDING 
  

Mollison - Badzmirowski 
On 20th March 1965 

At Alyth Parish Church 
  

Happy Anniversary 
From All The Family 

Congratulations 

Thank you so much for knitting  a ‘Beanie’ in aid of   
Guide Dogs for the Blind 

  

The total amount raised from knitting in the Alyth & Blairgowrie area was over 
£1,800 so a massive thank you to all the Alyth knitters who worked so hard towards 
this fantastic total.   The beanies and bonnets were sold at the Dougie MacLean 
and the Perthshire Amber concerts.   

 
This is the latest photo of ‘Amber’ who is already 2 weeks into his training.  The puppy is named as a 
result of all the wonderful efforts of the Perthshire Amber Big Knit-ers who over the last two years have 
raised £5,000 in total for Guide Dogs...a really worthy cause. 
 
If you are interested in starting to knit again please give me a phone as I can supply wool and patterns. 
 
In the meantime many thanks  
 
 Phone : Marion Ross on  01828 633392 

 
 

Anne’s Farewell! 
 
Anne Duff, Lintrathen, bid farewell to the Isla Parishes Kirk 
Session and congregation recently and is seen here with 
minister Reverend Ian Murray who presented her with a 
gardening gift voucher.   
  


