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  The Deaf, the Daft and the Ditsy, a four-legged journey across the Hebrides  
 

by Karen Inkster, Chair of Blairgowrie Riding for the Disabled.  BRD 
covers a wide catchment area and caters for children from Alyth as 
well as other parts of the district. 
 
If I was to sum up our adventure in one word it would be "humbling".  
On 10 August I set off to the Outer Hebrides with my rescue animals: 
dog Pip, who is deaf, and my ditsy mare Connie. Our plan was to 
walk/ride the length of the islands to raise funds for Blairgowrie Riding 
for the Disabled, of which I am Chair. We were undertaking the 
adventure unsupported, which meant we were - or rather Connie was 
- carrying all of our camping, corralling and cooking equipment.  
 
We set off from the southerly island of Vatersay and headed north, 
covering both Vatersay and Barra in two days. Crossing our third 
island, Eriskay, some of the rare Eriskay ponies came trotting down 
the hillside to say hello. Continuing onto South Uist I couldn’t wait to 
start the Machair Path, 36km of sandy trails and beaches; what more 
could we ask for? Two days later we arrived to a warm welcome at 
Howmore Hostel. We’d had our biggest day, over 9hrs and 32km after 
getting lost, arriving at a fence with no gate and having to back track 
and then getting into boggy ground, before jumping a ditch and 
having our panniers end up under Connie’s belly! Howmore, which is 
a Gatliff Trust Hostel, had never had a horse stay, warden Betty had 
been there for 30 years, her mother was warden before her and her 
daughter looks set to take up the reins.  
 
We remained northerly bound and spent a storm bound day at the 
Community Riding School in Benbecula, a wonderful community-led 
initiative. We then briefly touched on Grimsay before crossing North 
Uist where we crossed over the tidal beach to the truly stunning island 
of Valley. Uninhabited but with beautiful, albeit hauntingly old mansion ruins we spent the afternoon watching the tide come in, 
leaving us island bound, exploring the bays and routes bareback, stopping off for lunch on the beach with Pip and Connie 
roaming free. It was to be our favourite day of the trip, our own island, all to ourselves!  
 
We then headed again north and had a very welcome day off on the small but beautiful island of Berneray. Although beaches 
were around each and every corner, you never took their beauty for granted.  
 
Another short ferry crossing brought us onto Harris where we took the Old Road to Tarbet. A former packhorse route, it led me 
to wonder what it was like back in the day when horses would have been part of everyday life on crofts. It was a lovely, albeit 
boggy path which climbs up to a bealach, which gives stunning views across the loch behind. Unfortunately we went into a 
bog, Connie floundered, sending me off over her shoulder crashing onto solid ground. We’d lost a boot, which was no surprise 
really and I had to lie on my stomach with my arm at full length to recover it! This brought us to another Gatliff Hostel, 
Rhenigidale, where Connie made friends with a pet Hebridean sheep!   
 
We then ran out of tracks and paths and so instead of heading north and hitting busy roads I decided to head to the most 
westerly island of Scalpay and then to the easterly isle of Great Bernera. I then boxed northwest to the stunning Callanish 
Stones before setting off again with panniers full of kit. We arrived at the Butt of Lewis, the most northerly point of the Outer 
Hebrides on 26 August. It was with mixed feelings that I took some final pictures and shed a wee tear remembering the 
adventures we’d had.  
 

-continued on page 21 
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EDITOR’S LETTER 
 

 
Welcome to the November issue of the Alyth Voice.  I’m writing this just a few days ahead of 
putting the clocks back to Greenwich Mean Time. 
 
Although the weather has been unseasonably mild for October over the past few days, one 
only has to look at the trees to know that Autumn is well and truly on the way.  By the time you 
read this, if the weather forecasts for the beginning of November are to be believed, we will 
likely have experienced the first cold blast of the winter.   
 
Another harbinger of Autumn is the appearance of mushrooms and toadstools in our gardens, 
fields and woods, so it’s appropriate that Paul Ramsay in his regular nature column in this 
month’s issue serves up some fascinating observations on the familiar but oft misunderstood 
honey fungus.   
 
Also in this issue is an update on the building works for the new windfarm, although even 
these new developments have to acknowledge the changing seasons by admitting that the 
works will be “dependent on weather conditions”.   
 
Still, all being well, the turbines are expected to be up and running next summer, and Alyth will 
be able to say that it is playing its part in generating new, more sustainable, energy and 
helping to tackle the impact of climate change. 
 
As we prepare for winter’s dark days and cold nights, it’s heartwarming to note yet again the 
wonderful spirit of generosity and charity that we so often see in Alyth.  On our Facebook 
page back at the beginning of October, we featured the inspiring story of local girl Catriona 
Skea, who wanted to have her long hair cut very short and the tresses donated to the Little 
Princess Trust which provides wigs to children with cancer to help them cope when they lose 
their hair.  Catriona wanted to raise £200 in sponsorship for the haircut, but ended up with 
donations totalling almost twice as much! 
 
In a similar vein, this month’s issue of the Voice features an article by Karen Inkster, Chair of 
Blairgowrie Riding for the Disabled which helps children from Alyth Primary School as well as 
elsewhere in the district.  Karen tells her highly entertaining story of a fund-raising expedition 
down the length of the Outer Hebrides with just her rescue animals - her deaf collie Pip and 
her ditsy horse Connie - for company, and raising almost £4,200 in the process.   
 
Finally, and still on the theme of charity fund-raising, don’t miss this month’s article 
highlighting the fund-raising campaign to buy local lad James Fordyce a new electric 
wheelchair so that he can get out and about more into the community.  At the time of writing, 
the campaign had already reached over 10% of its target in just a couple of weeks.  We’re 
proud to lend our support to helping James achieve his goal and enhance his quality of life. 
 
I hope that these stories make you as proud to live in Alyth as they make me, and that you 
find plenty of interest in the rest of this month’s Alyth Voice as well. 
 

Happy Autumn! 

 

Kevin Coe 
Editor 
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~* 
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!  

 
 

  
NOVEMBER 
2nd Seemas Children’s Home in India by Avril Duncan  
 Alyth Parish Church (Lower Hall) at 2.00pm 
4th Coffee Morning Alyth Musical Society 
11th Coffee Morning AYP 
13th Lunch Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch &  

Socialising Club 
18th Coffee Morning Alyth Parish Church Guild in Airlie 

Street Hall at 10.00am 
25th Coffee Morning 2nd Alyth Brownies 
25th Switch On Alyth Christmas Lights 
27th Lunch Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch &  

Socialising Club 
 
DECEMBER 
2nd Coffee Morning Airlie Street Hall 
7th Carols/Christmas Cheer Alyth Guild 
9th Coffee Morning Alyth Christmas Lights 
 
JANUARY 
 
 
FEBRUARY 
1st Local Flora & Fauna George Milne 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

 
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk  

 
Main Health Centre Number:  01828 632317 
 

Community Nurse:  01828 632425 
Health Visitor:  01828 633954 
After Hours  (NHS24):  111 

 
Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  

 

Late surgeries by appointment  
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  

 

Extended hours one night per week by appointment 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm 

 

Extended hours morning by appointment 
Fridays 7am - 8am 

 
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)  01828 633219 

Alyth Town Hall  Sandy McCurdy, Secretary 
                              Jean Coleman 

01828 632744 
01828 958239 

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) 01828 632717 

Police Station 101 

Hydro-Electric Emergencies  0800  300 999 

Scottish Gas Emergencies  0800  111 999 

Scottish Water  0845  601 8855 

Alyth Health Centre 01828 632 317 

Alyth Primary School 01250 871 370 

Blairgowrie High School 01250 871 200 

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service 111 

Anti-social Behaviour Team 01738 476 173 

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor 01738 562 358 

Alyth Dental Care 01828 633313  

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon 01828 633554 

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council 01738 476476  

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,  
send the Voice your details 

ALYTH VOICE ON FACEBOOK 

Check out our Facebook page and don’t forget if you currently advertise 
with us you can promote your business/organisation on our page.  
We currently have a following of 1446 people so don’t miss out! 

 MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS 
 

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice 
Depends on your donations 
Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice 
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TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  

CONSERVATORIES 
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424 
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

                                 A. STRACHAN 
 

FENCING 
 

CONTRACTOR (ALYTH) 
 

ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDER-
TAKEN 

 
MOBILE 07754762683 

Evening Phone:01828 632493 
astrachanfencing.co.uk 

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM 
JOINERY SERVICES 

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS : 
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL : 

KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS : 
GLAZING AND LOCKS 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT 

ALL   WORK   GUARANTEED 
 

T:   01828632581   M:07597114868  

 

 
 

For Free Estimates 
Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

David Murphy 
Painter & Decorator 

 
Interior & Exterior 

 

No Job Too Small 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

Free Estimates 
Quick Reliable Service 

25 years experience 
 

For a professional finish call: 
01828 632571 
07762077839 

 

paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk 

               
   Est 1953   

 No job too big or too small 

New build and extensions 

Replacement windows & Doors 

Kitchens 

Repairs & alterations 

Call or email for advice and estimates 

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com 

TEL: 01828 632070  
 

www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook :  

G A Davidson Joiners 

 

LOGS &  
KINDLING 

info@johnamcintosh.com 
www.johnamcintosh.com 

Family run business 
Serving Perthshire, Angus 

& The Glens 

 
For this winter try our 

seasoned logs.  
Why not stock up for next 

winter with our unseasoned 
logs and save some money. 

JO
H

N
 A

 M
cI

N
T

O
S

H
 

07715 902816 

http://www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk
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Answers on Page 15 

 
4. Houses of P............. 
8. Fills the night sky with sparkles 
9. Menacing 
15. Life story 
17. Desired 
19. Noiseless 
20. Explosive used by Guy Fawkes 
21. Scottish King 
22. Los of Life 
23. Tombstone 

Across 

 
1. Sensitive 
2. Guy Fawkes nickname 
3. Guy Fawkes celebration month 
5. Reply 
6. Thoughts 
7. Totally 
10. That will never die 
11. Capture 
12. Glass ball game 
13. Gunpowder plotter 
14. Non-combatant 
15. fire 
16. Everlasting 
18. Giving up work 

Down 
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Established 1980 

Electrical Contractor 
E.C.A. Registered and Approved 

 

Stewart MacDonald 
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

 
Telephone  01828 632 995 

A.Soutar  
Woodburning And  

Multi Fuel Stove Installations 
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU 

 

TEL:01575 572875 
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk 

Services Include, Dry Appliance 
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed, 

Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems, 
Chimney Work And Many Other 

Services! 
For More Information don’t  

hesitate to call! 
Estimates Given 

IAN BROGAN 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS 
 

Washing machines, Dishwashers, 
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges, 

Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners 
 

Telephone 01250 872225  
or 07801704997 

RENDEZVOUS 

**HAIRDRESSER** 
 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  

Tel: 632097 
 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

Gift Vouchers Available 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR 

 
 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 
 
 

 See full menu instore 
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

 

Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm 
 

Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm  
 

Sunday  4.30pm - 9.00pm 

 

DF BUILDERS  
Stonemason/Bricklayers  

 
1st Class Tradesmen  

20 years + experience.  
 

D. Fotheringham   
07912565962 or  
01828 634102  

 
Check out our work on 

Facebook.  

Classic  
Restorations 

Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire 

Phone: 01828 633293 
Mobile: 07885 316689 
Fax: 01828 632529 

 

 
Jaguar XK140 Roadster 

Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen 

Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk 
www.classicrestorations.co.uk 

•  Mechanical 
•  Electrical 
•  Panel Work 
•  Ashframe repairs 
•  Paintwork 
• Interior Trim 

mailto:A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
http://www.classicrestorations.co.uk


7 

 

SCOUTS 
 
 
We are in a very fortunate location to run a Scout Group where so much support 
and opportunities can be easily found. 
The Cubs arranged a visit to the museum which Paul Prettyman kindly “opened 
shop” for us one Tuesday evening. On display is The Cateran Trail in 100 objects” 
and Paul arranged a quiz for the Cubs to carry out and find the answers 
themselves and as they were competing with other groups the room was buzzing 
with enthusiasm to beat the other lot. Going over the answers was a challenging 
prospect which Paul handled with great discretion. And to the winners a poke of 
sweets, which reminds me I didn’t get any – I demand a recount 
 
The Explorer Scouts made the most of the autumn season with the production of 
apple juice. We didn’t ask too many questions just where all the apples originated, 
but I gather the Community Orchard may be a bit lighter than it previously was. 
Having “liberated” the apple press from the Alyth Hills Users Group for the 
evening the team set about the necessary tasks involved. Having filled the press 
for the first time , it was rewarding and encouraging to literally see the juices flow 
and the next batch was ready in half the time. By the time it had been squeezed 
out the team were now in full production mode and a frantic search for containers 
ensued to capture the elusive treasure. An excellent ploy for the evening and a 
rewarding one with the manufacture of such a delicious gift. Well done the 
Explorers and their Leaders and those who provided the materials to carry this 
out 
The Scouts spent an evening honing their pioneering skills with the production of 
not one but two “tramways”. Basically this involves using whatever materials they 
can find to form a structure that can guide an object along a set route. Unlike 
Edinburgh Council, ours was delivered on time and under budget (which was 
zero), so no fears of a public enquiry on our route. The object transported was a 
football which did sort of move in the general direction indicated and with the odd 
shove and prod of encouragement to help it on its way. 
 
Another evening was spent on expedition cooking using dehydrated foodstuffs. 
Eating is ever popular with the Scouts, but when some of the dishes were 
presented, quite a few eyebrows were raised. True to form, the initial impact of 
seeing and hearing the ingredients hit the bottom of the pan can be a bit off 
putting, but having lit the Trangia stoves with the wiff of meths, it was even more 
disturbing. Be that as it may, the Scouts soldered on and were rewarded with a 
hearty meal. At the start teaspoons were used to warily sample the goods, but 
they were quickly replaced with much larger utensils to do justice to the task 
ahead 
It is with great pleasure that I was informed that Heather Jackson our Beaver Scout Leader has been awarded her 15 years 
service award. It is greatly deserved for her continued work with our youngest section 
 
 
Ron Kirkpatrick 
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t r e e C  y c l e  
C o m m u n i t y   

Plan - Design - Build -  Maintain  
W O O D L A N D  &  G A R D E N  

A l y t h ,  0 7 5 8  0 7 7 8  7 0 0  
c l i v e @ c o m m u n i t y t r e e c y c l e . c o . u k  

Garden design, construction & maintenance, tree 
surgery, woodland management, bespoke garden 

features, signs and furniture  

 

Sparkles Cleaning 
Service 

 

Domestic  
and Commercial 

 

Blairgowrie 
 

Call Anne,  
07835030533 

J B BUICK BUILDER  
Local Builder since 1975 

 

• All general building work  

• Garden walls 

• Conversions 

• Repairs and alterations 

• Garages 

• Extensions  

• Renovations  

• New build 
 

TILING AND PLASTERING SER-
VICES 

 

• Exterior and interior plaster work 

• Roughcasting/Harling  

• Cement rendering   

• Ceramic wall and floor tiling  

• Domestic and commercial work  
 
 All work carried out by fully qualified  

 Professionals and finished  
to a high standard 

Call now for free estimate 
 Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699   

Or email me at 
 jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk 

 
14 Airlie Street, Alyth 

 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Opening Times 
9am – 5pm 

Monday - Saturday 
  T: 01828 958 050 

 
ALYTH IN BLOOM 

 
Alyth in Bloom apologises for the cancellation of the planned Quiz Night scheduled 
for Saturday evening, October 21st; just too much already organized in Alyth for 
that evening. 
 
We will be present at the Victorian Day afternoon on Saturday November 25th in 
Airlie Street Hall, so please visit our stall to hear of our plans to further bring colour 
to the centre of Alyth. 
 
Alyth in Bloom is now on Facebook. Visit us at www.facebook.com/alythbloom. Let 
us have your comments on how you think we are doing and any ideas you may 
have to further beautify Alyth. 

 

THANK YOU 
  
Joy Reid expresses grateful thanks to all who came and 
helped, to those who donated in any way at the coffee 
morning in aid of Cornhill Macmillan Centre which 
raised a grand total of £1110.45, which is much 
appreciated by Cornhill. 

IRONING SERVICE 
IN ALYTH 

 Don’t have time to do your own!  
WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. . 

PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE 
ARRANGED FROM 

ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE 
AND SURROUNDING AREA.     

TEL: 07842051599 

http://www.Facebook.com/alythbloom
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AIRLIE GARAGE 
ALYTH 

Telephone: 01828 633363 
 

Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs 

Welding  & Steam Cleaning 
 

Panel Beating, Spray Painting and 
 Restoration. 

All Jobs Considered 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Estimates 
Tyres at competitive prices 

Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced 
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service 

Quality Used Cars For Sale 
Open 9 am ‘til late 

KEEP CALM 
AND  

SHINE ON 
 

SCOTT’S MOBILE CAR VALET 
 

Mini Valets from £35 
 

Full Valets from £50 
 

Full interior valets from £35 
 

Full exterior valets from £35 
 

Tel 07715039215 / 01828 650728 

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY 
 

SPORTS AND REMEDIAL 
MASSAGE 

BOWEN THERAPY 
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744 
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com 

jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com 

CHRISTINES BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS 

 
 

 
Call anytime for more information 

 

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177 

 
Christine Churches  

“The Pines”,  
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN 

 

HANDY HUBBY 
2-HIRE 

 

GORDON M KIDD 

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV, 
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard 

Landscaping and much more. 
 

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT 
 

gordon@handyhubby2hire.com 
 

T: 01828 633998  

M: 07933 705476 

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth 
 

 

07854493805 
 
 

hello@peapodstudios.co.uk 

  
Logo-Branding Flyers  Social Media 
Stationary Posters  Email Setup 
Business Cards Signage  Advertising 
Templates Website  Marketing 
Brochures Domain Names Banners 

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD 

NHS and Private Prescriptions 

Medicine Compliance Aids 

Long Term Medication Support 

Minor Ailment Service 

Smoking Cessation Service 

Health Care Advice 

Prescription Collection Service 

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH 
01828 632302 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 
 

I’d like to say a big thank you for all the cards, flowers, phone calls and visits 

following my recent spell in hospital. Also, to say thanks to everyone who 

contributed in any way to the Coffee Morning held on Saturday 14th October at 

Airlie Street Hall.  

The magnificent sum of £1200 was raised for Ward 34 Ninewells. Thanks, too, 

for all the cards which Callum Received on his 80th birthday. 

Marie MacDonald 

 

 

THANK YOU 
 

GLENISLA SWRI 

The ladies of Glenisla SWRI would like 

to thank everyone who helped, donated 

and supported their recent coffee 

morning in Alyth. 

 

The grand total of £843 was raised, 

many thanks for coming along we hope 

you enjoyed yourselves. 

http://www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
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A HELPING HAND FOR JAMES 
 
A crowdfunding campaign to help a local lad get out and about more 
and into the community has got off to a great start. 
 
James Fordyce was born 16 weeks premature weighing just 1lb 9oz.  
Now aged 16, he has been in and out of hospital ever since, undergoing 
around 100 different operations and procedures.   
 
He uses a wheelchair, and because his upper body strength is good he 
can propel himself around the family home.  But it also means that an 
electric wheelchair is not an option on the NHS. 
 
Mum Irene explains:  “The manual chair isn’t comfy, his posture isn’t 
great and when he manoeuvres it himself his legs go all over the place 
in their rigid state. 
 
“We went to a mobility day in Edinburgh and tried out an electric wheelchair, and he took to it straight away.” 
 
After Irene posted about the visit on Facebook, family friend Jackie Macintyre set up a JustGiving page to help raise the £8,000 
needed to buy one.  As The Voice went to print in late October, the page had already raised around 10% of the total in just a 
couple of weeks! 
James is now into fourth year at the specialist Kingspark School in Dundee and doing really well.  “He loves drawing and is great 
with computers,” says Irene.  “He makes little videos and computer graphics.  Having an electric chair of his own would really 
enhance his life even more and mean he could get out and about with his family.  I feel so honoured and grateful for all the 
donations so far. 
 
“As well as Jackie doing the JustGiving page, I want to say a big thanks to Helen Cumming and Mel McFadden for everything 
they’re doing for the fundraising as well.” 
 
You can find the JustGiving page for James’ new wheelchair here:  http://bit.ly/2kSs9gk 

 

THE RELUCTANT SHOPPER 
 
I have just returned from a day out in Edinburgh – and have been recovering ever since.  My mission was simple (or so I thought) – 
to purchase a pair of dark green jeans.  I should say I am not a “shopper”;  it is beyond my understanding why “browsing” is a past-
time for some.   
I thought my purchase would be easily found – how wrong could I be!  Three hours after my arrival in our capital city, I was still 
without a pair of dark green jeans and very much in possession of a “frazzled” brain.   
 
Jeans vary in price from £10 to £200.  I am a senior citizen or in old-fashioned language, an old-age pensioner.  There is a make 
called NYJD (Not your daughter's jeans).  Perfect for me; or so I thought.  Would you really spend £100 plus on a pair of jeans ?  
Putting the make and price to the side for a moment, the cost only becomes important when you have found the right pair.  “High 
rise”, “mid rise” , “skinny”, “slim” or “straight”.  While these phrases are a foreign language to me, they must be understood if you are 
buying jeans. 
 
I walked the length of Princes Street searching for my jeans.  On my travels,  I couldn't help notice all these men in department 
stores – either sitting in groups outside changing rooms or walking rather carefully behind a woman looking somewhat similar to 
how I felt (exhausted!), and when I looked behind me – there was my own husband swiftly adopting the same look as the other men.   
 
As we left the shops of Edinburgh far behind us with the money in my purse untouched, I reflected on what I had put myself and my 
husband through – Mission Impossible!  Our day was saved, however, by a return trip on the Gold megabus offering us a soothing 
cup of tea and a snack.  Thank God for my bus pass! 
 
PS  I have just found a wonderful book about Alyth “A Braw Toon for the Messages”.  It provides an excellent account of the many 
different shops that used to be in the town.  I am confident if they were still around I would have had no bother finding the right 
purchase. 
A Reluctant Shopper 

http://bit.ly/2kSs9gk
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic 
Treatment in the comfort of your 

own home for: 
 

• Nail Cutting 

• Callus’ or Corns 

• Fungal Infections or 
Athletes Foot 

• In-growing Toenails 
 

For all your Foot-care 
 requirements contact: 

 

Madeleine McIntosh  
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP 

 

Registered Foot-health Practitioner  
01250 872005 or 

 mob 07904 382840 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Telephone 01828 650728 /  
07885 949766 / 07809 387893 

 

Commercial Cleaning 
Domestic Cleaning 

Holiday Cottage Cleaning 
One Off Cleaning 

New Build Cleaning 
End of Tenancy Cleaning 

Office Cleaning 
 

The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,  
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT 

I&D Insurance Services 
Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.  

Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the 
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there 

when you need us most. 
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn  

 
The Friendly Faces of Insurance 

Your local broker serving your local community 
 

16 Airlie Street Alyth 

01828 633000 
Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk 

DUNCAN ROSS 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &  

FULLY INSURED  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE` 

 

TEL: 01828 633392 

Mobile: 077 1072 1923 

  :  075 2652 3773 

 

 
 

 
 

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC 
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR 

BSc (Hons) HPC 
Registered Podiatrists 

For all your foot care needs 
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY  

9.00.am-5.00 pm 
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm 

Evening and home visits by appointment 
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ 

01250 876057 

JOHN SWINNEY 
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you. 

 

You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH  
 

Tel. 01250 876576   
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

Johnston Groundworks, 
 

Concrete Specialist experienced 
in Slabbing,  Block Paving & 

Driveway  
Projects Drainage & Foundation 

Works, Decking, Fencing &  
Garden Reforming, 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Douglas Johnston on 
01575 560248 by Alyth 

07834518524  
Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com 

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors 
Established 1871 

 

We sell carpets, vinyl,  
curtains and blinds. 

 

Come in for  
professional advice 
and browse through 
our large selection of 
samples available to 

take home 
 

We measure, supply 
and fit 

 

To get your FREE 
quotation call  
01250 872361 

Or e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk  
FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL  
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS 

 

Liz Jenkins KFRP 
Kinesiology Federation Registered Practitioner 

 
REGAIN YOUR VITALITY 

WITH KINESIOLOGY 
 

3 in 1 Concepts 
 

One to One Consultations 
 

01828 632141 
liz.jenkins@live.co.uk 

mailto:shop@jjhowe.co.uk
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Serendipity Salon 

22 Commercial Street, Alyth PH11 8AF 
 

Full range of Beauty, Holistic and Energy Therapies 

Facial Treatments / Eye & Lash Treatments 

Manicures / Pedicures / Gel Polish / Acrylics 

Paraffin Wax Treatments / Spray Tans 

Aromatherapy / Thai Style / Swedish / Indian Head Massage 

Hopi Ear Candles / Reiki / Kinesiology 
 

Call any time for more information or pop in for a chat and pick up a brochure. 

Carolyn is a consultant for Neal’s Yard Remedies Organic and uses their fabulous, organic products within  
the treatments she offers or can do pamper parties in your own home. 

 

Salon Opening times:     Mon: 2 – 6    Wed: 2.30 – 9    Thu/Fri: 10.30 – 6     Sat: 10 - 4 

 

Appointments available outwith these times if required just call 

Carolyn on 07934 661602  or  Lynn on 07399 408046 

We look forward to meeting you 

A Letter to the Alyth Community 
 

Dear Resident of Alyth, 

Tullymurdoch Wind Farm: Erection of Turbines – Concrete  

Further to our letter to you in March this year we wanted to update you on the progress of the works on site. 

Works for the infrastructure for the erection of the turbines are reaching completion and we are now approaching the stage of the 

works that will require us to pour concrete for the bases of the turbines.  

It is programmed for these works to commence around mid-October and run for approximately 4-5 weeks until late November, 

dependent on weather conditions.  It is our intention to restrict these works to two days a week: Tuesdays and Thursdays, thus 

minimising disruption for local residents.  The concrete will be transported to the site and we hope that the two-day restriction on 

these works will minimise any inconvenience or disruption to yourself. 

Should you have any issues at all please do not hesitate to contact the Site Team at the site offices or myself, David Nicolson, Site 

Project Manager.   My email address is davidn@jones-bros.com or my contact number is 07887 722 576. 

Yours sincerely  
David Nicolson  
Site Project Manager  

mailto:davidn@jones-bros.com
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MAILINGS 
 

Our continued challenge to ensure the 
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to 
implementing a charge for postal Voices.   
An annual charge will apply to all  
UK addresses for posting.   
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually. 
This charge includes the cost of producing the 
Voice. To get your Voice by post,  
Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk 
 

We have many members linked to the Voice 
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page 
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you 
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on 
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a 
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to 
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...   

 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-
Voice 
 

DONATIONS 
Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to 
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure 
the Voice remains free to every household. There 
are 4 ways to donate:  
1.  Collection Tins in shops, 
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer, 
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the     

secure PayPal system.  

4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice 
 

Please support your Voice today. 

Alyth Parish 
Church 

 
 

Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.  
Evening Service at 6.00pm on  
First Sunday of each month. 
(Note Special Dates below) 

~~~ 
Primary and Senior Sunday School. 

Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal 
School Terms.  

New recruits are always most welcome. 
(Primary caters for children aged between 3 

and 7 years. Senior caters for children  
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is  

available for children under three).  
For any special arrangements please contact 

Sunday School staff. 
  

~~~ 

PRAYER GROUP 
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the 
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone 

is most Welcome.  (This is an informal and very 
friendly meeting – why not join us?).   

~~~ 

THE GUILD  
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm) 

 
2nd Nov—Seemas Children’s home in India by 

Avril Duncan 
18th Nov—Coffee Morning Airlie St. Hall at 

10am 
7th Dec—Carols and Christmas Cheer 

~~~ 

THE CHURCH CHOIR 
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at 

6.45pm on every Friday.  
~~~ 

SPECIAL DATES 
12th Nov-Remembrance Sunday. Meeting at 

the Church at 10.45am. March to the Memorial 
at conclusion of this service. 

 
During the maintenance of the Main Church 

most of the Church services will be held within 
the Airlie Street Hall—unless specifically 

notified otherwise. 
www.alythparishchurch.org.uk 

 
www.facebook.com/AlythFHP 

 
FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT 

see ‘Local Services’ 

Open Sundays 2-4pm 
(Easter till Remembrance)  

Tel: 01828 633 045  
 

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk 
 

We now have a Facebook page 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband 

Tel: 01250 874 583 
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com 

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org 
 

 
NOVEMBER 
 

5th 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion 
12th No Service 
19th 11am Sung Eucharist 
26th 11am Sung Eucharist 
 

ST NINIAN’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

SERVICES 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH  

 Sundays 
9.30am 

St Luan's,  
Alexandra St. 

Alyth 

Saturday Vigil 
6.30pm  and  
Sundays  
11.00am 
St Stephen's,  
Bank St. 
Blairgowrie 

Due to the temporary closure of St Mary’s Coupar 
Angus, and building works in St Stephen’s  

Blairgowrie, the Saturday vigil and Sunday 11am 
masses will be held in St Catherine’s Episcopal 

Church, St George Street, Blairgowrie,  
PH10 6HA.  See www.st-stephens-
blairgowrie.org.uk for more details. 

Alyth Parish Church –  
Flower Group. 

 
After each Sunday Morning service the 
beautiful arrangements of Flowers that have 
adorned the Church are distributed to 
Families who have been recently bereaved, 
to those who are sick in Hospital or in their 
own Home and to anyone else considered to 
be in need of some comfort. 
This service is provided by a group of 
dedicated people who give of their time every 
Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any 
way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson on 
01828 632 151. Your help will both valued 
and much appreciated  by many. 

NOTICES 

 

SOFT TENNIS 
 

Every Wednesday Morning  
 

10.30 – 11.30  Airlie Street Hall 
 

only £1.00 per session 
 

Never played before? 
 

Come and have a FREE trial session 
 

Spare racquets available 
 

 Just turn up 
 

Or ring Pat K (633400) or Pat J (632042) 
 

for more information 

Dog 

NEW COMMUNICANTS 
 

If you would like to become a member of 
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the 

Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238  
or email  

minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
http://www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
http://www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
http://www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.org.uk
http://www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.org.uk
mailto:minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
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Alyth Literary Society 
 

The 2017/18 season of the Alyth Literary Society commences on 3rd October, 2017. All meetings take place in the Ogilvy Rooms, 
Commercial Street, Alyth and begin at 7.30pm (unless otherwise stated). The annual membership fee is £8 and admission to a 
single meeting for non-members is £2. A warm welcome will be extended to anyone wishing to join the Society or to attend 
individual meetings. 

 

Syllabus 2017 – 2018 
 

 

 
7th  November, 2017    Norman Atkinson 
       Angus Pictish Stones 
       Illustrated 
 
21st  November, 2017             Murray Brown, Broughty Ferry 
        RNLI Broughty Ferry 
        Illustrated 
 
5th December, 2017      Hugh Salvesen, formerly Alyth 
        John Muir Trust 
         Illustrated 
 
16th January, 2018      The History of the Alyth Show 
        Members of Show Committeee 
  
6th February, 2018      Annual General Meeting 7pm 
 
20th  February, 2018     Mr & Mrs Joy, Kilry 
        Travels in Ecuador and the Galapagos 
         Illustrated 
 
6th March, 2018      Judith Napier, Inverurie 
                     The Suitcase Archive: Researching an Assynt Crofter 
         Illustrated 
 
20th March, 2018                    Annual Supper 
                                              at the Strathmore Golf Centre, 6.00pm for 6.30pm 
                                              Guest speaker: Sir Ian Grant, Alyth 

CRIGHTON 
 
I would like to thank my family and friends for the beautiful 
cards, text messages, flowers and phone calls for my 80th 
birthday. 
 
Also those who came along to Pitcrocknie Restaurant on the 
actual day. Sheena for helping me to organise everything and 
her lovely speech. 
Jennifer for my beautiful cake and cup cakes. I asked that I 
receive no gifts but if they wished, to donate to a charity I had 
chosen; I still received some wonderful gifts which I will 
treasure and my heartfelt thanks to them all for donating £431 
to the charity which was the MS Therapy Centre, Dundee.  
 
The meal at Pitcrocknie was first class everyone enjoyed it 
and the staff were excellent. A truly wonderful day.  
 
Thank you all. 
Jean 
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Don’t have access  
to email? 

It’s FREE in the  

Airlie Street Library 

Royal Bank Of Scotland  

MOBILE BANK  
 
Tuesday -              10.10am to 11.40am     Town Square 
Thursday -             2pm to 3.30pm             Town Square 

Alyth Christmas Lights 
200 Club 

 
October Draw 

(with thanks to Jean, Albert and Barbara for making the draw) 
 

1st -  £50 -  139 - Mr  N Watson 
2nd - £30 -  14 - Mrs A Young 

3rd - £20 -  87 - Mr and Mrs G Henderson 
—————— 

Glenisla SWRI 

meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm 
Contact Mrs Hilary Lawrence (president) 01828 633112 

or  Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582205 
 

New Members Welcome 
 

Thursday 9th November @ 7.30pm 
Cyrstal Hand Reflexology & Fully Clothed Back Massage 

With Linda Sinclair and Sheelagh Cameron 
 

Thursday 7th December 2017 @ 7.30pm 
Christmas Flower arranging with Rachel Houstoun 

 

Membership £20.00    Visitors £3.00 

  

Glenisla Church (SCIO)  
Charity number SCO44459 

 
There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church, 
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake / 
biscuits to follow.  Open to everyone.   
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy 
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre 
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander 
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work 
with the Vine Trust. 
The next dates will be as follows: 
 
1st October – John Howie, soloist and accompanied by Organist 
Luke Newman 
5th November – Remembrance Service led by David McMicking 
3rd December –Roger Klegg and the Strathmore Singers 
24th December – Watchnight Service – 11:30pm 
 

Contact details: Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO, 
Alrick, Glenisla, PH11 8PJ 
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,  
Glenisla, PH11 8PG  

 

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP 
 
AYP are supporting Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club to form a 
junior section of bowlers.  
 
We will have coaching sessions every Thursday, 3.30pm - 
4.30pm in term time, with the aim of working towards 
competitive matches between pupils of Alyth Primary School 
and Rattray Primary School - this will be supported by 
Caroline Lawrie, Active Schools Co-Ordinator. 
 
Thanks to a donation by the Alyth Bowling Club quiz team, 
the young people will be supplied with bowls and a club t-
shirt.  
 
They will become full junior members of the club, allowing 
them use of the tennis courts too, all for just £10! If you are 
interested in getting involved in a sport that can be a hobby 
for life, please come along to one of our sessions at the 
bowling club.  
 
If you need more info, just see George Annan. 

 

 

THE COFFEE CYCLE 

Meet every Wednesday morning. 

Alyth Square 9.30am 

For a cycle in search of  

coffee and cake. 

All welcome. 

Destination decided on the day. 

 

Interested?  

Call/text Pat 07583297408  

Or just turn up. See you there! 

NOTICES 

Visit our website at 
www.alythvoice.co.uk 

 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Retiring Voiceteers 

The Voice would like to thank: 

Margo Moncur and 

Jim and Janey MacFarlane  

for their long and valued 

assistance and welcome on 

board their replacements  

Julie Ann Rankin and 

Margaret Colley.  
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        STRIDE FOR LIFE  
          ALYTH GROUP  
 

Stride for Life is a walking project providing 
FREE led walks for individuals in their 
community.  The group meets on a Tuesday 
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.    
Our walks last approximately 45-50 
minutes.   Walking is a great way to keep 
active and make you feel better.   We think 
it's much more fun walking in a group and 
enjoying a good old blether!   On average 
we have about twenty walkers so why not 
come and join us.   There is no need to 
book, just turn up on the day!     
  
Linda Messer       958498 (Walk Leader) 
Peter Robertson  632674 (Walk Leader)  
Marja Dalziel    633032 (Walk Leader). 
Tom Dalziel   633032 (Walk Leader).  
John Eggleston  633965 (Walk Leader).  

Alyth Art Group 
We meet on Tuesdays from  

10am to 12 noon  
at the Community Wing of  

Alyth  Primary School 
If you would like to join our friendly group 

please contact  
the Secretary – Angela Meachen   

01828 632532 
for more information  

 

Meigle Art Group 
 

The Group meets on Tuesday  
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall  

10am 12pm  
 

New Members Welcome 
 

Equipment can be provided for starters. 
 

Contact 633811 for further details  

Ericht Art Club 
 

We are a friendly little club, where people 
of all abilities from beginners to expert 
painters are made most welcome. the 
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a 
fun environment.  
 
If you would like to find out more please 
contact  
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or  
Lesley Garside on 07739463594    
      

Gordon Coutts 

Alyth & District Pipe Band  
 

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new 
or experienced members, either pipes or 

drums.  
 

Wednesday night practise in  
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm. 

 

For more information please  
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.  

  

Alyth Senior Citizens'  
Lunch & Socialising Club 

 (Perth & Kinross Healthy  
Communities Project) 

Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146 
 

 New members & volunteers  
most welcome 

 

Exercise Group - Mondays 10am  
in the Airlie Street Hall 

 
           

Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall 
(£2.50p per person)  

 
Next lunches: 13th and 27th November 

 

Would you like a lift to the Lunches?   
Telephone 632023 

 
 

Strathmore Tots 
Alyth 

Baby and Toddler Group 

 
Whether you're a first time mum or dad or 

have a larger family, come along 
 to our local friendly group for a cuppa and 

a chat with other parents while 
 the wee ones play.  Grandparents and 

Carers also welcome. 
 

We meet on Monday mornings in the 
Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth  
from 9.30am to 11.30am. (previously held 

at the town hall) 
 

£2 per family, this includes a snack for the 
toddlers and as much tea and 

 coffee as you can drink! 
 

To keep up to date with what we have on 
and where, join our Facebook  
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth. 

 
Or for more information call or text 

07807591868 

NOTICES 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE  
 

Is a Collection Point for 
 

USED SPECTACLES  
for VISION 2020  

 

“The Right to Sight Project” 
 

For further information on the project,  
please contact 

 
Pam Robertson,  

Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street, 
Forfar 

Tel: 01307 462461 

 

CALLY CRAFTERS 
Bridge of Cally Hall 

Every Thursday  

1.30 - 3.30 pm 
 

 Traditional and contemporary crafts and 

all abilities 
 

Come along for a free taster session, or 

contact 01828 633083 for more details 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Mrs Mary Shaw would like to thank all 

friends and neighbours for their kind 

attention and care during her recent 

illness.  

It’s been very much appreciated 
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Things you didn't know about Guy Fawkes 
 
By Camilla Turner (excerpt from Telegraph.co.uk) 

 
As Bonfire Night preparations get under way, we take a look 
at some of the common misconceptions and lesser known 
facts about our favourite villain. 
 
Guy Fawkes did not die from being hung, drawn and 
quartered 
The traditional death for traitors in 17th-century England was 
to be hanged from gallows, then drawn and quartered in 
public. But despite his role in the Gunpowder plot—for 
which the perpetrators hoped would kill King James and as 
many members of parliament as possible—it was not to be 
Fawkes’s fate. 
 
As he awaitied his grisly punishment on the gallows, Fawkes 
leapt to his death—to avoid the horrors of having his testicles cut off, his stomach opened and his guts spilled out before his 
eyes. He died from a broken neck. 
 
His body was subsequently quatered, and his remains were sent to “the four corners of the kingdom” as a warning to others. 
 
Guy Fawkes was not the Gunpowder Plot’s ringleader 
There were 13 conspirators in the plot which was masterminded by Robert Catesby, a charismatic Catholic Figure who had a 
reputation for speaking out against the English crown. But it was Fawkes who gained notoriety after the plot was foiled, for he 
had the perilous duty of sneaking into the cellar beneath the House of Lords and igniting the explosives. It was Fawkes who was 
caught red-handed with 36 barrels of gunpowder, and for two days he was the only conspirator who the King’s men had 
captured. 
 
Guy Fawkes won the unlikely admiriation of King James I 
Even under torture, Guy Fawkes remained defiant. He withstood two full days of torture before he confessed to plotting to blow 
up Parliament. 
When asked why he had so much gunpowder, he replied that his intention was “to blow you Scotch beggars back to your native 
mountains”. 
Fawkes admitted that he had planned to blow up the House of Lords, and expressed his regret at having failed to do so. 
Hi steadfast manner earned him the praise of King James, who described Fawkes a possessing “a Roman resolution”. 
 
Guy Fawkes was actually a Protestant by birth 
Despite becoming the greatest enemy of the Protestant establishment, Fawkes was, in fact born into the faith. However his 
maternal grandparents were recusant Catholics, who refused to attend Protestant services. 
In 1578, when Fawkes was eight, his father died and his widowed mother married a Catholic, Dionis Baynbrigge. Fawkes 
converted to Catholicism when he was a teenager. 
 
Guy Fawkes has an island named after him 
He is one of Britain’s most infamous villains, whose effigy has been burned and whose demise has been publicly celebrated for 
more than four centuries. It may come as a surprise, then, that there is an island named after him. 
To the north-west of Santa Cruz Island in the Galapagos Island, a collection of two uninhabited, crescent-shaped islands is 
named Isla Guy Fawkes, or Guy Fawkes Island. 
 
Guy Fawkes liked to be called by an Italian nickname 
Aged 21 and a commiteted Catholic, Fawkes sold the estate his father had left him and went to fight for Catholic Spain against 
the Protestant Dutch republic in the Eighty Years War. 
While he was abroad, he adopted the Italian variant of his name, becoming known as ‘Guido’. This was thought to be an attempt 
to sound more continental and therefore more serious about his Catholic faith. 
When he was caught by the King’s men, at first he claimed his mane was John Johnson. However after being tortured, he was 
forced to sign a confession to his role in the Gunpowder Plot, and this he signed as ‘Guido Fawkes’. 
 
The cellar that Fawkes tried to blow up no longer exists 
It was destroyed in a fire in 1834 that devastated the medieval Houses of Parliament. 
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DONATE TO THE VOICE 
 
Your Alyth Voice as a FREE Newsletter, written, designed and delivered by local 
volunteers and depends heavily on precious advertisers and of course on 
donations from you and our friends across the world. Therefore, it would make 
sense to make donating as easy a process as possible. 
 
This led the Committee to thinking about a secure process that anyone could access and it was decided that PayPal 
would be the safest and simplest online tool to allow readers the opportunity to donate from their home, their phone etc. 
 
PayPal also allows, both people with and without PayPal accounts to send The Voice a donation safely. 
 

If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice using the following email:  
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 

 
If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use the PayPal me link shown below: 

www.paypal.me/AlythVoice 

Alyth Golf Club
Now inc. Glenisla 9 Hole

*20% off
27 & 18 HOLE 

MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018
*OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE TO NON MEMBERS FOR AT LEAST 24 MONTHS

Glenisla Winter Golf 
from  1st November 2017 to 31st March 2018

only £60 
OR JOIN GLENISLA 9 HOLE FOR 2018 

ONLY £255

DRIVING RANGE OPEN TO ALL                
25 BALLS FOR £1

For further information contact Gill on 01828 632268 opt 3                                                                   

Or email: info@alythgolfclub.co.uk,  www.alythgolfclub.co.uk
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EaziLawn - cutting out the lawn-mowing 
 

As Autumn sets in, most folk will be glad to have left the weekly 
chore of mowing the lawn behind them for another year.  Time to 
get the mower serviced and put away in the garage or shed before 
Spring rolls around again and the grass demands fresh attention. 
 
So what would you say if a modest investment meant you could 
forget about mowing, scarifying and emptying the clippings away 
completely?  Dundee-based EaziLawn is offering just such a boon 
with its hi-tech solution for a perfect lawn.   
 
The company, part of the group that was recently sub-contracted to 
install the new 500-sq.m. synthetic leisure and play surface at the 
Alyth School extension, is one of the largest suppliers and installers 
of highly realistic artificial lawns.   
 

Eazilawn sources its products from a specialist manufacturer in mainland Europe and says that installation and maintenance 
costs are highly competitive with a traditional lawn when spread over the well-in-excess of 10 years’ lifetime of the average 
installation. 
 
Managing Director Colin Cooper says:  “This is a hi-tech product, manufactured from top-grade polyethylene and engineered 
to look almost indistinguishable from the real thing. 
 
“It’s very low maintenance, never needing mowing or feeding - just a few minutes each month clearing away any dead leaves 
or moss that might have blown on to it. 
 
Colin founded his LeisureTec Surfaces business - specialising in artificial sports pitches - in 2008, and launched the EaziLawn 
side of the business a few years later. 
 
“It’s really taken off in the last four years or so,” he says, “and from our Dundee office and warehouse we’ve been doing a lot of 
business across England and now in Scotland too.  Business has grown from just one or two gardens a month when we 
started to around several each week at peak season during the summer. 
 
“EaziLawn is made from polyethylene, which is smoother and softer than the polypropylene products used in the past.  It uses 
two types of yarn to simulate living grass and the ‘thatch’ found in real lawns - you won’t believe it’s not real grass!” 
 
More information: http://www.eazilawn.co.uk 

 

-Continued from page 1 
 
Despite being deaf Pip was never on a lead, being a collie she is clever and knows to simply stick behind Connie’s feet whilst 
on the road sections. Connie soon got into a routine: at around 6.30am each morning she would stand outside my tent pawing 
the ground as if to say, come on, it’s light, we need to get going! The weather wasn’t kind to us; it rained 16 of the 19 days we 
were on the islands. Two days had winds of over 50mph where we just had to hunker down and wait it out.  
 
The islanders were so warm and welcoming, everywhere we went we were offered a field, food and often a bed, though I stuck 
to my "unsupported" mission and camped each night. People stopped in their cars, came out their houses and chased after us 
to say hello, give a donation and wish us luck.  Old men came and shared their pony stories with me, recalling the days when 
ponies took peat off the moors, ploughed the fields and took children to school! 
 
We rode across 13 islands, covered approximately 230km over 16 days and raised nearly £4200. It's an experience I will never 
forget and I will forever be in debt to my four-legged comrades who followed me day after day without question. We are still 
fundraising at Blairgowrie Riding for the Disabled, we need to build an arena to allow us to give good quality and regular 
lessons to a larger number of children with disabilities. If you haven’t already done so, but would like to donate, please visit: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thedeafthedaftandtheditsy  

http://www.eazilawn.co.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thedeafthedaftandtheditsy
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MURDO FRASER MSP  
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE 

 For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.  
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990  or write to him at  

The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

CRIGHTONS  
CYCLES 

 

• New & Used Cycle Sales 

• Repairs 

• Servicing 

• Parts & Accessories 
 

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and 
scooters to Electric Bikes 

 

87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT 

Tel. 01250 874447 
www.crightonscycles.co.uk 

 

Luxury Self Catering  
Holiday Cottages 

Auchteralyth, Alyth 
PH11 8JT 

 

t: 01575 530474 
 

www.auchteralythsteadings.co.uk 

Dogs & Cats and their well 
behaved owners are welcome 

 

Could you feel better? 
 

 
Re-balance your mental, physical and  
emotional wellbeing with Homeopathy 

- - - - - 

Bio-energy - Silent Counselling 
 
 

07770 985736 

angela@homeopathyperthshire.co.uk 
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WRVS   
Books on Wheels 

 

Can’t get to the library?  
We deliver books to your door... 

Books – in normal or large print / 
Audio Books – cassette player 
req. / Music CDs and Videos  

 
 

Telephone  
01250 872 905 for details 

Alyth Library 

 

Calling all  
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs 

 
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library 

Display space is available in the library  
windows 

 
Call in at the Library for more information 

Or call 01828 632731 

Alyth Library 
 

(for FREE internet access & advice on  
tracing your ancestors) 

 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun- Closed 
 
Thursday  12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm 
Friday  9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm 
Saturday  9.30am—12.30pm 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
RECYCLING 

 
Thank you to the many local people who have 
handed in ink cartridges, mobile phones etc 
for recycling.  The charity which provided the 
collection facility and contributed to NSPCC 
no longer operates that service.   
 
We have sourced a new collector for ink  
cartridges although not as yet for other items.  
Please continue to bring your ink cartridges 
only down to the Health Centre until further 
notice. Thank you. 

ALYTH 
FAMILY HISTORY 

PROJECT 
 

in Alyth Parish Church 
 

OPEN SUNDAYS 

2pm - 4pm 
 

From Easter Sunday 
To Remembrance Sunday 

 

 

1. 1850s to date, there are now over 
6,500 photographs of local people, 
schools, businesses, events, views, 
weddings, etc 

2. Parish records from 1623—1854 
3. Baptism records from 1900s to 

date 
4. 6,500 Burial records and 

headstone photographs for Alyth’s 
3 cemeteries 

5. Publications & memorabilia over 
150yrs 

 

 

ADMISSION FREE 

 
If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the 
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.   
 
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please 
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk. 
 
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town  
information possible! 
 

NOTICES 

 
THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT 

AND TODDLER GROUP 
 

Every Friday (Term Time)  
10am – 12pm 

Isla Primary School- Community Hall 
 

All Welcome 

Find us on Facebook 

 If you are  
a local 
Group 

 

we’ll print  
your  

information here 
For Free 

 

HOME HELP WANTED 
 

Home help required for an  
elderly gentleman in Alyth.  

 
Once a week initially but some 

flexibility helpful.  
 

Further details contact  
Catriona 07748183438 
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 Grangemount 
      Cattery 
         Aberbothrie, Alyth 

 SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 
     INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS 

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore 

 PERSONAL ATTENTION  
FROM THE OWNERS 

DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY 

Tel: 01828 632284 

 
 

Simon Bogle 

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR 
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS 

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup 
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design 

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139 
 

www.airliecomputers.co.uk 
 

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday 
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland 

David Scott Ltd 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENT AGENTS 

 

Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
 

7 Toutie Street Alyth 

Call for appointment 
 

Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries 
A 24 hour service is maintained on 

01828 633 433 

 

 

 

 
 

Specialised Dementia Care  

in a Domestic Setting 
 

·DAY CARE 

·RESPITE CARE 

·RESIDENTIAL CARE 
 

All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens : 
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:  

Trained Staff to promote independence and choice. 
 

www.hopeparkhouse.com 
Tel 01250 872349 

Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie  

 

 

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert  Ed) 
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal 

Tel: 01828 633501 

JIM MORRICE 
 

Saxophone, Flute and 
Clarinet Tuition 

 

Tel:01828 633 137 
 
 

Beginners Welcome! 
Based in  
- Meigle - 

M: 07961 879239 

www.resoluteit.co.uk 
 

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk 

 

Looking to buy a new computer? 
Want advice on purchasing or developing 

your Business I.T. Infrastructure? 
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC? 

Tired of Call Centres / going back to the 
store? 

 
We Offer Home & Office Visits! 

(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**) 
 

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of  
computer services including: Repairs & 
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;  

Network Solutions & Broadband Support 
 

 

Technical Support Services 

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD 
 

Be               in The Alyth Voice 

 

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather  
Cleaned and Protected 

Neil Stewart 
Call for a Free Quote: 

01828 632771 or 01250 875216    

ALBA LOGISTICS 
PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND  

COLLECTION SERVICE 

 
 

Come to us for a fast, personal  
service.  We transport goods and  
equipment quickly and reliably,  

to anywhere in the UK, 
Over-night and same day service 

available. 
 We are a fully insured, family-run,  

local enterprise. 
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606 

albalogistics@btinternet.com 

PAPER TRAIL 
Do you have stories you 

would like to share? 
Paper Trail can help you to 

record the chapters that 
matter most through a 

bespoke service of interviews 
and printed copy.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Contact: liz@papertrail-ink.uk 
 

Gift vouchers available 

SINGING, PIANO, 

THEORY TUITION  

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL) 
 

 
 

01828  633977  

http://www.hopeparkhouse.com
http://www.resoluteit.co.uk
mailto:albalogistics@btinternet.com
mailto:liz@papertrial-ink.uk


25 

 

VICTORIAN DAY 
 

1pm—3.30pm NOVEMBER 25
th

 
 

Continuing the long tradition, the Airlie Street Hall 
Committee invites any Charity or Charitable 

Organisations from Alyth and District to have a stall, with 
items for sale or raffle or simply to advertise their 

activities, in the  
Airlie Street Hall between  

1.00pm and 3.30pm on  
Victorian Day on 25th November  

Some of the Charities that have taken part in the past on 
this fun day are Perthshire Brass Band, Alyth Scouts, 

Alyth Parish Church, Alyth Christmas Lights, Alyth Voice, 
MS Therapy Centre. 

It is hoped that representatives of the charities will be in 
“Fancy Dress”. 

 

If you wish to have a stall, please contact  
Shona Milne on 01828 633219 

 

There will be no charge for anyone/group taking part. 
We hope you will join us to keep this wonderful tradition 

alive and well. 

 

JUMP INTO LIBRARIES 
 

Alyth Library -  FREE Fun Morning 
Saturday 11

th
 November,  

09.30am-12.30pm 
  

Open to everyone – you don’t have to be a member,  
just come along and join the fun!  

 

It’s FREE! 
 

Lego; Crafts; Musical performances;  
Digital Microscope - bring something tiny!;  

Crochet workshop  
0930-1130am -please book ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 Airlie Street, Alyth. Tel. 01828 632731 

Set high above the Cross Garden, Hill street, a rare clear 
view 
Of Alyth Market Cross depicting the symbols of James, 
2nd Earl of Airlie, 1670. 
 
Submitted by 
Sue Pople  

 
HEART BUNTING WORKSHOP 

 
Dec 5th   10.00 - 12.00  
Dec 7th   2.00 - 4.00 
 
The Singing Kettle, Alyth 
 
Come and enjoy some crafts, make yourself a little 
something special and personal to add to your Christmas 
decorations or to have up all year round.  
 
Cost £14.50 incl. all materials, tuition, coffee/tea & treats 
 
To book your place please email.  
 
andrea@cooltide.plus.com 

x-msg://14/andrea@cooltide.plus.com
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WEE MACHINES 
(ALYTH) 

Victoria Garage 

Victoria Street,  

Alyth, PH11 8AU 
 

Garden Machinery 

Small Plant 

ATV’s and Utility vehicles  

Repairs and servicing  

Full workshop facilities 

 On site service available 

 

Garden Machinery and  

Power Products Stockist 
Telephone Jim on  

07783 626321 or 01828 632777 
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com 

www.weemachines.co.uk 

Ronald Saunders 
 

Roofer/Slater 
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs 

Lead Undertaken, 
 Insurance Work. 

 

01828 633053 / 07761857994 

DENNIS MELLOY 
 

Your Local Councillor 
 

For Surgeries in the 
comfort of your own home 

 

Contact details 
Mobile: 07786674776 
Home: 01828 632284 

E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk 

 

SALE OF ALYTH  SCENES 
POSTCARDS and CARDS 

at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD 
--------------------------------------------- 

A percentage from the sale of the cards 
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the 

mental health craft project in 
Blairgowrie. 

----------------------------------------------- 

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs 
Only two needed, £1 each 

 
Phone Listed Number 

TEL: 01828 632434 
www.frogpublications.co.uk 

C Max 

Garden Services Alyth 
 

All aspects undertaken 
 

22 years experience 
 

Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming & 

renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting & 

removal, topiary, weed control, chemical 

spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting, 

tree & plant pruning and shaping, border 

maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all 

types), slabbing & block paving, 

landscaping, turfing & grass seeding, 

driveways & patio power washing. 
 

From a tidy up to a regular maintenance 

programme to suit your needs 

The only call you'll ever need to make 

for your garden and grounds 

maintenance. 

Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341 

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk 

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL 
SERVICES 

 

All types of Aerial and satellite 
Supply, Installation and repairs 

undertaken. 
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV 

mounting / Multiroom TV points. 
Tidy Job inside and out 

guaranteed. 
 

For free estimates 
 

Call John Soutar 01575 572875 

• employment law 
 

• commercial 
 

• property 
 

• wills & executries 
 

• dispute resolution 
 

• power of attorney 

• legal advice for Tourism Industry 

 
 
 
 
 

farah adams – solicitor & notary public 
“a refreshing approach” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

call: t. 01250 874 485  
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation 

e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.  
www.adams-law.co.uk  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2-6 Market Square 
Alyth  

01828958040 
 

Open Monday to Saturday  
7.30am - 4.00pm 

 

Serving breakfast, light bites,  
lunches and delicious cakes! 

 

Barista coffee, Hot chocolates & Teas 
as well as a selection of cold drinks  

and milkshakes all available  
to sit in or take away. 

 

Children's menu, highchairs  
and baby changing facilities 

 

Free WiFi and Loyalty Cards. 

 

SHEAR SUCCESS 
12 Airlie Street Alyth 

01828 633234 
 
 

Monday Closed,  
Tuesday 10 - 3 and 

Wednesday 10 - 5  apts 
available with Zoe, 

 Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5, 
Saturday 9-1  

KEYCHANGE 
Audio File Transcription 

Copy Typing 

Research 

Typing Services 

Email: 

admin@keychange.solutions  

or 

Call: 07856745489  

mailto:jimsweemachines@btinternet.com
http://www.weemachines.co.uk
http://www.frogpublications.co.uk
http://www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk
mailto:farah@adams-law.co.uk
mailto:admin@keychange.solutions
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP 
 
AYP had a really busy term from August through to October, with our 
clubs all running well and very well attended. For the winter term we 
have made a few adjustments – something to do with ‘work/life 
balance’ I think it’s called.  
 
Highlights over the past wee while include some really fun moments 
with the Tribe, who are just bursting with energy. At the Hub, one of 
the favourite activities has been ‘Just Dance’, with the boys showing 
the girls that they can move with just as much enthusiasm. Our 
October Holiday trip to the Scottish Festival of Politics at Holyrood 
was a great day out, with the young people hearing from a range of 
people from ‘Gary Tank Commander’ actor Greg McHugh to Ken 
Clarke and Harriet Harman. We delivered this trip in partnership with 
SCYD (Blairgowrie) and CAYAG (Coupar Angus) with the aim to 
inspire our young people to form a youth forum for East Perthshire 
and start making a real difference in our community. 
 
A huge “well done” to all of the young people who took part in the 
junior bowling sessions over the course of the summer. We 
celebrated the end of the season with a wee tournament to determine 
our junior champions – our under 10 runner up was Ethan McWilliam 
who was narrowly defeated by our champion Jake Murray who swept 
all before him. It was close between the over 10s, with Kieran Young 
overcoming Katy Nixon in a thrilling match! It was great to see so 
many parents along supporting us, and we look forward to getting 
going again in April. 
 
AYP will have a very special role to play when the Christmas Lights 
Switch On happens on Saturday November 25th. As you all know, 
Santa takes time out of his busy schedule to stop by Alyth on our 
special night. This time he is going to stay a bit longer and have a 
chat with some of the younger kids in the town – if you would like a 
ticket to visit Santa in his grotto in the square, just after the lights 
have been switched on, then pop along to the AYP stall in the Airlie 
Street Hall that afternoon to buy your ticket.  

Young people from AYP will be 
Santa’s Little Helpers, and will 
make sure as many kids get to 
see him as possible. There will 
be a limited amount of tickets 
available so don’t miss this 
opportunity to tell Santa how 
good you’ve been this year! 
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TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO  

ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER: 

• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all 

 businesses and individuals  

• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs  

• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your  

business  

• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans  

• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you  

For more information please feel free to contact us on: 

Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491 

E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk 

KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,  

Alyth, PH11 8AR 

www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk     

www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy 

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE 

 

J & J HOWE 
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie 

Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm 

Still continuing our high quality 

 

REMOVALS and STORAGE                                                                                                         
Complete removal service                                                                                                                                                                   

Local and Long distance                                                                                                                                                                       

Specialist to the Islands                                                                                                                                                                        

Large containerized storage warehouse                                                                                                                                           

Get free quote for your removal 

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS                                                                                                                                  
We now work with several other auction company's but 

still provide,                                                                                                              

House Clearances                                                                                                                                                                               

Goods taken to Auction                                                                                                                                         

Disposal Service                                                                                                                                                                    

Valuations                                                                                                                                                            

Pre-sale Advice given                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP                                                                                                      
We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains. 

For further details of all these services phone 01250 

872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk                                                                                                                                                               

www.jjhowe.co.uk 

Where your smile is important 

REGULAR HOURS 
Mon - Tues    9:00am - 5:00pm 
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm 
Thursday & Friday  9:00am - 5:00pm 

Saturday By arrangement only 

info@alythdental.co.uk 

General Dentistry 
Dental Hygiene 
Crowns & Bridges 
Cosmetics 
Veneers 
Whitening 

01828 633313 

Our aim is to provide a preventative 
approach to dentistry, where we will 

cater for the needs of the whole family.  
 

We are a modern dental practice, 
offering high quality dental care to Alyth 

and the surrounding area. 

http://www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
mailto:matt@jjhowe.co.uk
http://www.jjhowe.co.uk/
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ALYTH’S FERAL PIGS – an update 
 
Since our last update in June, we’ve had some camera 
traps in place on a farm to the north-west of Alyth, but 
although badgers, foxes, deer and a few other things 
were recorded, there was no sign of any pigs.   
 
We still have cameras available to deploy if we get any 
information on where pigs might still be present. 
 
On Alyth hill, there is believed to be one sow and 3 or 4 
young still inside the Whiteside enclosure. 
 
Around the 10

th
 of October, we had one report of a pig 

carcass at the side of road, somewhere between Alyth 
and Bamff.  This was believed to be a road traffic 
collision but at the moment we don’t have any further 
details. 
 
As ever, we would encourage the public to report any 

sightings of wild boar or feral pigs via Scotland’s 

Environmental & Rural Services  (SEARS) customer 

service line 08452 302050 or within Perth & Kinross 

they can be reported to the Council’s animal welfare 

staff via their general enquiry line 01738 476476.   

For other queries about feral pigs, you can contact 

Scottish Natural Heritage by email at 

tayside_grampian@snh.gov.uk or on 01738 444177. 

EXERCISE FOR THE OVER 60’s 
 

Join a friendly class 
Airlie Street Hall, Mondays 9.50 for 10 am start 

£2 per session + £3 annual sub 
Free taster session 

 
ALYTH LITERARY SOCIETY 
  
The first meeting in November takes place on Tuesday 
7th November when Mr Norman Atkinson will give an 
illustrated talk on “Angus Pictish Stones”.  
 
This will be followed on 21st November by “RNLI 
Broughty Ferry”, an illustrated talk by Mr Murray Brown, 
the coxswain of the lifeboat.   
 
The final talk before the Christmas break, on 5th 
December, from Mr Hugh Salvesen, formerly Alyth,  is 
entitled “The John Muir Trust” and will be illustrated. 
   
All meetings take place in the Ogilvy Rooms, 
Commercial Street and commence at 7.30pm. 
  
Annual membership of the Society is £8 and for non-
members there is a charge of £2 per meeting. All 
welcome. 
 

 

MYPKC CUSTOMER PORTAL 
 

MyPKC is a new customer portal where you can access 
online services and if you have signed in using a 
mygovscot myaccount, you can track progress of your 
request. To access this site go to: www.my.pkc.gov.uk 
 

 
 

 

mailto:tayside_grampian@snh.gov.uk
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Serving our local community since 1985 

Currently registering new NHS, Private and 

Highland Dental Plan patients 

Same Day Emergency Appointments 

(please phone by 9.30am) 

• Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry 

• Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation. 

Looking after you and your family. 

01250 875 136 

reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 

www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 

 

 

 
 
 

VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH 
01828 633660 

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK 
 

Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out 
what it can do for you, prices start from £79! 

 
Greatly improves fuel economy 

 
Noticeably improved vehicle performance 

Improves engine response 
Considerably lower emissions 

 
Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life  

with Terraclean carbon removal 
 

Gives immediate drive-away results  
– book now to feel the difference instantly! 

 

 

 

Northlands Nursing Home 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE” 
• Highly qualified stable staff team 
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day  
• Home cooked choice of meals 
• Secure gardens 
• Some fully funded places available 

 

Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on  
01250 876790 for further information  

or to arrange a visit. 

http://www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
http://WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
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The Isla Parishes (SC031461) 

 
 
For many years now, the congregation has filled shoeboxes for the 
Blytheswood Shoebox Appeal.  The boxes, filled with essential items, are 
distributed in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Pakistan, 
Rumania, Serbia and Ukraine.  Sixty-seven boxes were handed into 
Blytheswood this week by Judy and Clare McGowan on behalf of Isla 
Parishes. Thanks to everyone who contributed items and helped fill boxes. 
 

Forthcoming Events and dates for your diary  

Family Shindig in Glenisla Hall on Friday 1st December - 7.30pm to 11.30pm.     
Music by Jim Brown’s Band.  This has become a very popular community event and we'd love to see you 

there!   Tickets are priced at £5, children under 12, £2.50 and little ones under school age are free. 
Contact Jenny Ralston on 01575 560250 for further information. 

 
Christmas Tree Exhibition – The Church will once again be organising this fun idea on Friday 8th - 2.00 to 4.30pm 
and Saturday 9th December - 12 noon to 4.00pm, along with the POP-UP CAFE staff at Kilry Hall.  If anyone is 
interested in submitting a decorated Christmas tree, they are asked to contact Janetta McMicking on 01575 560731 as 
soon as possible. 

 
 
Fundraising Dinner in Kilry Hall on Friday 8th December  
This will be a ticketed event and early enquiries to Barbara Lovegrove on 01575 560267 would 
be appreciated. A lovely idea as a pre-Christmas get-together or indeed give a ticket or two as 
early Christmas presents! There will be light entertainment after dinner and a raffle.  
Tickets are priced at £20. 

 

Alyth Garage 
Alyth Garage ~ Cambridge Street ~ Alyth ~ Perthshire~ PH11 8AW, Tel-01828 633783 

Your Local, Friendly, Family Run Business. 
 

 

M.O.Ts only £40.00! 
M.O.T and Service Deal £100!  

Motorbike Servicing and Repairs! 
Free Call Outs! 

Free Winter Checks! 
 

Timing Belts, M.O.Ts, Clutches, Servicing, All Repairs,  
Work Vehicle Contracts, Motorbikes, Brakes, Tyres, Welding,  

Engine Diagnostic Checks, 4x4s, Engine Rebuilds. 
 

01828-633783 

tel:01575%20560250
tel:01575%20560250
tel:01575%20560731
tel:01575%20560267
tel:01575%20560267


33 

 

THE HONEY FUNGUS 
 

This year has been a great one for the Honey Fungus mushroom at Bamff. As a visitor and I walked along the Burnieshead path 
some weeks, ago he noted the presence of some of these fungi and said, ‘ You know you can eat these.’ I nodded sagely, if 
uncertainly, and said, ‘How interesting!’ But the thought stayed with me. Perhaps I should try these mushrooms? Then I forgot 
about the subject. 
 
Since then the fungi have exploded. Great clusters of them congregate on rotting tree stumps, fallen trunks and branches. I have 
never seen so many. As for their culinary value I felt a bit uncertain about eating some, despite what my friend, Andrew, had said. It 
seems that they are eaten widely in Russia, Germany and Poland, but there are strains that are poisonous and there are some that 
have an odd effect if you have drunk alcohol. ‘Do not eat too much at once, just in case you have the wrong sort’ seemed to be the 
advice when I consulted the Internet, and whatever you do ‘cook them thoroughly.’ 
 
In the end I did pick a mushroom some days ago and took it home. I sliced a small piece off the cap and put it to fry. When it was 
well cooked I removed it from the pan and ate it. It was without taste. Nothing happened: I was none the worse. A day later and I 
had suffered no consequences. Nor, I imagine did the creature that had eaten a fair amount of the mushrooms, clustered on the 
trunk of a dead sycamore by the Burnieshead Burn. I wondered about squirrels. Perhaps a beaver had taken a notion for fungus, 
or roe deer? 

 
The honey fungus (Armillaria mellea) has the reputation of being a parasitic 
 scourge of trees and shrubs, capable of spreading and killing large areas of forest. It does also, however, play a part in woodland 
as a saprophyte ( an organism that lives off dead or decaying organic matter, which is what the fungus along the Burnieshead path 
seemed to be doing. I have noticed, however, some die back among birches and spruces here and there and wondered if these 
trees had been infected by that species.  
 
As I look at the tree stumps that are festooned with honey fungus fruiting bodies, I have to remind myself that they are probably all 
the production of one organism, one mycelial mass. Members of the Armillaria genus can grow to enormous size. The largest 
single living organism in the world is an  Armillaria ostoyae in the Malheur National Park in Oregon. Its mycelium has grown to 
cover some 2200 acres (800 hectares) and is thought to be more than 2,200 years old. 
 
Paul Stamets, the celebrated mycologist from Washington State in the USA writes in his excellent ‘Mycelium Running’ that honey 
fungus may be held in check by other species that live in the soil with it. He mentions Turkey Tail Fungus (Trametes versicolor) and 
Sulphur Tuft (Hypholoma fasciculare) as species that have been shown to inhibit the growth of honey fungus. Both these species 
are common here, as they are in the Pacific North West. 
 
Paul Ramsay 
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Interview with: James Ratcliffe  
by Kevin Coe 
 

Here’s a lovely story encapsulating 
Alyth’s friendly and welcoming nature. 
 
James Ratcliffe first visited Alyth around 
10 years ago while he was managing a 
building restoration project in Kirriemuir.  
Before returning to his home in Ayrshire 
at the end of the job, he went for a 
farewell drink in Geo’s Bar, little thinking 
that he’d ever be back. 
 
Six years later, after a change in personal 
circumstances, James decides to settle in 
Alyth.   
 
“So I’ve just moved in and I’m walking to 
the shop to get some milk when I get 
collared outside the pub and called in for a pint.  It was ‘Hi James, where have you been?’ as if I’d only been away for the 
weekend!” he recalls with a laugh. 
 
After an extraordinary life that has taken him all over the world, James thinks Alyth is the perfect place for him now, and 
not just for its friendliness. 
 
“It’s not too busy and it has everything you need.  You can do your own thing and as long as you’re not causing trouble 
no-one will bat an eyelid.  Best of all, walk five minutes in any direction and you’re in countryside, which is ideal for a 
country boy like me!" 
 
James was born in Bacup, near Rochdale in Greater Manchester, where his family owned a country estate and ran one 
of the area’s famous quarries and stoneworks. 
 
“I actually have Asperger’s syndrome,” he says, “but that wasn’t diagnosed until I was about 12.  Being undiagnosed 
meant my early childhood was a bit challenging.  I attended a couple of special schools early on, and then went off to 
boarding school at the age of eight.  It wasn’t too bad - the routine was actually quite good for me. 
 
“But the best thing was that in the school holidays, I travelled the world with my Gran.  Her address book was like a 
Who’s Who of the time.  We stayed with friends of hers all over the world, in ambassadors’ mansions and grand houses 
across Europe, Africa and Asia, and even on Aristotle Onassis’s private island and yacht where Jackie Kennedy Onassis 
babysat me!” 
 
These travels opened James up to experiences that were certainly out of the ordinary:  “When we travelled to what were 
then known as Third World countries or behind the Iron Curtain, Gran would take a load of extra luggage but we would 
come home with nothing more than what we stood up in - Gran having sold the rest on the black market! 
 
“I also remember being taught how to shoot pistols and throw grenades by our KGB minders round the back of the 
Kremlin!” 
 
Like many children on the autism spectrum, James turned out to be academically gifted.  “It was a major shock to the 
system when I finished my A-levels at age 12, but then found out that I had to stay in school until I was 16.  We came to 
an arrangement - I wouldn’t turn up and they wouldn’t report me absent!” 
 
James’ entrepreneurial flair then took over.  “I started breeding rabbits - New Zealand Whites - for meat, and ended up 
producing around 2000 a month.  But then the Chinese flooded the market with cheaper animals, so I converted my 



35 

premises into a game farm rearing pheasant, partridge and duck, with a side business of setting up and running game 
shoots.” 
 
Later on, he decided to learn the family business and became an expert stonemason and quarryman.  His knowledge of 
stone and how to work it led to a successful career in building restoration, managing projects all over the world. 
 
“We worked on churches, listed buildings, national monuments, palaces, castles and all sorts,” he says.  “We even 
worked on the major restoration of Windsor Castle after the great fire of 1992.  That was very interesting, watching the 
archaeologists working out how the original decoration and fixtures had been done and trying to replicate and restore 
them.” 
 
Several years later, James moved with his then partner to Ayrshire to look after her mother.  Although he has one 
Scottish great-grand-parent, James’ only personal knowledge of Scotland was from a family fishing holiday with his 
parents at Kenmore on Loch Tay. 
 
“I was glad to move to Scotland, as Lancashire had too many memories for me by then.  I had been winning more 
contracts for building work in Scotland, including the one in Kirriemuir that introduced me to Alyth.  When my partner’s 
mother moved into a care home and my personal circumstances changed, I decided to move away from Ayrshire and 
chose Alyth.“  
 
Health problems meant that James retired from the building trade two years ago, and he now spends his time riding, 
shooting and fishing, and also making use of the support and help provided by Autism Initiatives Scotland in the Number 
3 One Stop Shop in Perth. 
 
“A psychiatrist told me I moved to Perthshire looking for something I never had as a child, and perhaps that’s true.  What 
I do know is that I’ve learned more about my condition in the three or four years I’ve been coming to Number 3 than I did 
in the whole of my previous life.  Alyth and Perthshire are my home now, and it suits me just fine!” 
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ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice 
 

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts 
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each 
month. We accept adverts in the following formats: 
publisher, jpg, word 
  
It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all 
changes before the deadline of  the14th.  
 
Changes, and/or adverts received after this date will not be 
included.  
 
The Voice can no longer call/visit on advertisers.  
 
Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if 
no further amendments are received.  
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be 
guaranteed.  
We regret that space cannot be booked.                                     
 
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice 
 

 

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles 
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each 
month 
 

NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are 
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any 
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.  
 

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name 
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.  
On request, the name and address may be withheld from  
publication.  
Any submission without these details will NOT be included. 
 
It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles 
submitted could be in a separate document and in font  

Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.   
 
Please send pictures as separate attachments.  
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk   

ALYTH VOICE TEAM 
01828 632 992  

 

 

Editor:   Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk 

Layout Artists:     Lynne McGowan -  copy@alythvoice.co.uk 

   Deputy VACANCY  Daniel Channon 

Advertising:    - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 

Distribution:   Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk  

Delivery Team:  Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home 

Treasurer:    Jan George   -  accounts@alythvoice.co.uk 

Webmaster:  Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk 

Social Media:  Pamela Luscombe -  socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk 

Postal/Mailings:  B Kidd  -  b@alythvoice.co.uk 

Voice Reporter/Journalist  Kevin Coe -  reporter@alythvoice.co.uk 

Voice Committee Member  Derek Todd - derek@alythvoice.co.uk 

  Mel McFadden -  mel@alythvoice.co.uk  

  Paul Ramsay  -  paul@alythvoice.co.uk 

Fund Raising Sub Committee   Sheila Fisher 

Voice Committee Member  Vacancy- 

THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS 

 

VOICE BOXES 
 

Voice Boxes are now located at several  
locations in the town. 

 
These can be found in: 

 

Solutions 
Lunan’s Newsagents 

Thrifty One 
 

With Collection/Donation boxes located in: 
 

Lunan’s Newsagents 
Pricecrackers 

 

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE 
 

PayPal allows, both people with and without PayPal accounts 
to send The Voice a donation safely. 

 
If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send money to 

The Alyth Voice using the following email:  
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 

 
If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use the 

PayPal me link shown below: 
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice 

mailto:advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

