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THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF RON’S WALL 

 
Ron’s wall was officially opened on 22nd June by Provost Dennis Melloy. Representatives from local 
community groups who were involved or supported the project were also invited to the opening.  
Musical entertainment was provided by the Woodland Elves (Jonathan Mitchell and Gavin Gowans). 
 

Ron McGill has more than twenty years’ experience of building in drystone. Examples of his work 
include the feature in the garden at the Lands of Loyal Hotel, and the Kissing Seat which is opposite 

the entrance to the Atholl Palace Hotel in Pitlochry. 
 
The Alyth wall took 13 days to build, and 8 tons of 
stone to complete. The Pictish carving on the large 
stone facing the road was the work of local artist Da-
vid McGovern of Monikie Rockart. David recently 
carved a large standing stone which can be seen in 
Forteviot. 

The montage shows what the beds at the T-junction 

looked like before work started on Ron’s wall, and the 

various stages in the build.        

Flower bed before work started 

Carved stone in position 

Ron (l)  and David McGovern (r) 

Foundation trench 
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EDITOR’S LETTER 
 
Welcome to the August issue of the Alyth Voice!   
 
Well, the heatwave continues (at the time of writing) and I hope everyone’s enjoying this 
extraordinary summer, even if it does mean extra watering duties for those among us who are 
keen gardeners. 
 
Speaking of gardeners, at the end of June our committee member of long-standing Derek 
Todd decided to hang up his Voice boots and step down from the committee after many years 
of very valuable service.  Derek has been instrumental in keeping the Voice going for so long, 
and we shall miss his wisdom and local knowledge.  Happily he has agreed to continue 
providing our monthly gardening tips.  Farewell Derek and thanks so much for all you have 
done for us! 
 
The Voice relies solely on volunteers to write, edit, design and distribute 1,750 copies every 
month - if you are interested in helping out please do get in touch at editor@alythvoice.co.uk. 
 
As reported in last month’s issue, it’s proving to be a busy summer and autumn in Alyth.  Perth 
& Kinross Council have confirmed that the tenders are in for the major regeneration works in 
the Market Square.  They tell us that the timescale is on target and they expect to award the 
contract at the start of August with the works beginning later that month aiming for completion 
around the middle of November well in time for the Christmas lights switch-on.   Alyth 
Community Council (ACC), Alyth Development Trust (ADT) and Alyth in Bloom are working 
closely together with the Council to manage this major project so as to ensure that the town 
gets a new Square it can be proud of, with disruption kept to a minimum.  Alyth in Bloom are 
also working with the Council and in liaison with ACC and ADT to replant and refurbish the 
Burnside opposite Commercial Street all the way from the Square to the Pack Bridge.  Look 
out for more details in the reports from ACC and Alyth in Bloom in this month’s issue. 
 
Elsewhere, you’ll also see an update in this issue on the exciting project to connect Alyth, 
Rattray, Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus with a cycle route and footpath.  Work has begun on a 
stretch between Alyth and Rattray, and an official opening in being planned for later this year, 
with further sections of path to come on stream later.  There’s a public meeting scheduled for 
18 September if you’d like to know more. See the article in this issue on “Connecting the 
Towns of Strathmore”. 
 
Meanwhile, the developers proposing the major new housing and dementia care project for the 
former Glenisla Golf Course have been in touch to say that they hope to submit “technical 
requirements and amendments” to their phase 1 planning submission by the end of July.  They 
say that the new plan plus more information on the socio-economic impact and other 
supporting documents will be available after that.  We’ll keep you updated as soon as we hear 
anything. 
 
Finally, we’ve been looking at our social media recently and were pleasantly surprised to see 
how the Voice’s international reach is expanding!  We now have “page likes” on Facebook 
from more than 30 different countries around the world.  Naturally, the majority of these are 
from within the UK, but there are also significant numbers across Europe, North America, and 
even as far away as Argentina, Hong Kong and New Zealand.  This is fantastic, and if you’ve 
contributed by letting friends and family in far-flung places know about the Voice - thank you so 
much! 
 

 
Kevin Coe 
Editor 

mailto:editor@alythvoice.co.uk
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~* 
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!  

 
 

 
AUG 
4th Coffee Morning Zimbabwe Charity Peza Trust 
11th Coffee Morning Isla Primary 
18th Coffee Morning Alyth Voice 
25th Coffee Morning Alyth Show 
27th Lunch Snr Citizen's Lunch & Soc. Club 
 
 
SEPT 
1st Coffee Morning Scouts 
8th Coffee Morning Snr Citizen's Lunch & Soc. Club 
9th Alyth Guild Guild Recommences 
15th Coffee Morning AYP 
19th Silent Auction Ogilvie Rooms 7pm (Isla Parishes) 
22nd Coffee Morning Cornhill Macmillan Centre 
24th Lunch Snr Citizen's Lunch & Soc. Club 
29th Coffee Morning 3rd Alyth Brownies 
 
 
OCT 
6th Coffee Morning Christmas Lights 
13th Coffee Morning British Legion 
20th Coffee Morning Glenisla Rural 
27th Coffee Morning Alyth Bowling Club 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

 
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk  

 
Main Health Centre Number:  01828 632317 
 

Community Nurse:  01828 632425 
Health Visitor:  01828 633954 
After Hours  (NHS24):  111 

 
Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  

 

Late surgeries by appointment  
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  

 

Extended hours one night per week by appointment 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm 

 

Extended hours morning by appointment 
Fridays 7am - 8am 

 
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)  01828 633219 

Alyth Town Hall  Sandy McCurdy, Secretary 
                              Jean Coleman 

01828 632744 
01828 958239 

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) 01828 632717 

Police Station 101 

Hydro-Electric Emergencies  0800  300 999 

Scottish Gas Emergencies  0800  111 999 

Scottish Water  0845  601 8855 

Alyth Health Centre 01828 632 317 

Alyth Primary School 01250 871 370 

Blairgowrie High School 01250 871 200 

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service 111 

Anti-social Behaviour Team 01738 476 173 

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor 01738 562 358 

Alyth Dental Care 01828 633313  

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon 01828 633554 

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council 01738 476476  

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,  
send the Voice your details 

 MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS 
 

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice 
Depends on your donations 
Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice 

Perth & Kinross School Holidays  

HOLIDAY 
LAST DAY AT 

SCHOOL 
RETURNING 

Summer 28th Jun (Thu) 14th Aug (Tue) 

Autumn 5th Oct (Fri) 22nd Oct (Mon) 

In-Service Days 14th Nov (Wed) 19th Nov (Mon) 

Christmas 21st Dec (Fri) 7th Jan 2019 (Mon) 
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TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  

CONSERVATORIES 
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424 
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

                                 A. STRACHAN 
 

FENCING 
 

CONTRACTOR (ALYTH) 
 

ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDER-
TAKEN 

 
MOBILE 07754762683 

Evening Phone:01828 632493 
astrachanfencing.co.uk 

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM 
JOINERY SERVICES 

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS : 
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL : 

KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS : 
GLAZING AND LOCKS 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT 

ALL   WORK   GUARANTEED 
 

T:   01828632581   M:07597114868  

 

 
 

For Free Estimates 
Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

David Murphy 
Painter & Decorator 

 
Interior & Exterior 

 

No Job Too Small 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

Free Estimates 
Quick Reliable Service 

25 years experience 
 

For a professional finish call: 
01828 632571 
07762077839 

 

paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk 

               
   Est 1953   

 No job too big or too small 

New build and extensions 

Replacement windows & Doors 

Kitchens 

Repairs & alterations 

Call or email for advice and estimates 

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com 

TEL: 01828 632070  
 

www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook :  

G A Davidson Joiners 

 

LOGS &  
KINDLING 

info@johnamcintosh.com 
www.johnamcintosh.com 

Family run business 
Serving Perthshire, Angus 

& The Glens 

 
For this winter try our 

seasoned logs.  
Why not stock up for next 

winter with our unseasoned 
logs and save some money. 

JO
H

N
 A

 M
cI

N
T

O
S

H
 

07715 902816 

IRONING SERVICE 
IN ALYTH 

 Don’t have time to do your 
own!  

WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. . 
PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE 

ARRANGED FROM 
ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE 
AND SURROUNDING AREA.     

TEL: 07842051599 

http://www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk
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1. Second hand 
2. Copy, mimic 
3. Oxygen or Nitrogen 
4. Pink wading bird 
6. Bean curd 
8. Violent storm 
10. Waterproof boots 
12. Piece of office furniture 
15. Marine mammal 
16. Climb 
17. Official language of Pakistan 
23. ____ Fox, English actress 
24. Tenth month 
27. Bird claw 

Down 

Answers on Page 17 

 
5. With no money 
7. Espresso coffee and steamed milk 
9. Disperses 
11. Thelma and Louise actress 
13. Caused to catch fire 
14. Recognition 
18. Vegetables 
19. Take a firm hold of 
20. Taxis 
21. Summing together 
22. Titles 
25. Sharp tooth 
26. Heaviness 
28. Seem 
29. Residential areas 
30. Grouped together 

Across 
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Established 1980 

Electrical Contractor 
E.C.A. Registered and Approved 

 

Stewart MacDonald 
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

 
Telephone  01828 632 995 

A.Soutar  
Woodburning And  

Multi Fuel Stove Installations 
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU 

 

TEL:01575 572875 
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk 

Services Include, Dry Appliance 
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed, 

Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems, 
Chimney Work And Many Other 

Services! 
For More Information don’t  

hesitate to call! 
Estimates Given 

RENDEZVOUS 

**HAIRDRESSER** 
 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  

Tel: 632097 
 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

Gift Vouchers Available 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR 

 
 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 
 
 

 See full menu instore 
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

 

Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm 
 

Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm  
 

Sunday  4.30pm - 9.00pm 

 

ALYTH VOICE  
COFFEE MORNING 

 

18th August  
 

Airlie Street Hall 
 

10am till 12noon 
 
 

We need your help! 
 
 

Volunteers, Baking, Raffle, Tombola Prizes… 
 

Contact Sheila Fisher : 632847 

 

 

Thank You!!! 
 
The Caledonian kings would like to thank everyone for coming to our 
fundraising events so far.  
 
For the people that helped at our bingo tea, Madge & Jackie for making 
sandwiches, Liz, Billy & Frank for doing the raffles. A special thanks to Glenda 
and Sarah for all the help and pointing us in the right direction, and to everyone 
who handed in prizes for the raffle. 
 
We would also like to thank Elma & Wendy Mitchell for putting together the 
clues for our treasure hunt and to everyone who turned up on the day.  
 
A thanks also to Elma Mitchell and Margaret Darroch for their generous 
donations it’s greatly appreciated. 
 
We will be starting our journey on the 15th August leaving Alyth around 6:30am, 
if you would like to follow our progress of our travels you can do this via our 
Facebook page. 
 
Thanks again  
 
The Caledonian Kings  

mailto:A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
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Common carder bee collecting pollen from a burdock flower  

 
Photographs by Paul Ramsay 
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Sparkles Cleaning 
Service 

 

Domestic  
and Commercial 

 

Blairgowrie 
 

Call Anne,  
07835030533 

J B BUICK BUILDER  
Local Builder since 1975 

 

• All general building work  

• Garden walls 

• Conversions 

• Repairs and alterations 

• Garages 

• Extensions  

• Renovations  

• New build 
 

TILING AND PLASTERING SER-
VICES 

 

• Exterior and interior plaster work 

• Roughcasting/Harling  

• Cement rendering   

• Ceramic wall and floor tiling  

• Domestic and commercial work  
 
 All work carried out by fully qualified  

 Professionals and finished  
to a high standard 

Call now for free estimate 
 Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699   

Or email me at 
 jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

THE SINGING KETTLE 
Fully licensed 

14 Airlie Street, Alyth 
 

Morning coffees 
Light lunches 
Afternoon teas 
Home baking 

Selection of wines and spirits 

Exhibitions & Talks 
 

Opening times 
Monday to Saturday   

9am to 5pm 
Telephone: 01828 958 050 
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Keep weeds under control. 
Mow lawns regularly, if lawn has lost its vigour dress with a quick acting summer fertiliser 
Greenhouse. Keep removing side shoots and dead or dying leaves from tomatoes water and feed regularly.  

Harvest cucumbers, if a single fruit is allowed to ripen it will stop producing 
Check potatoes as the first earlies will be ready soon. 
Dead head bedding plants. 
Check potatoes for blight, dark brown blotches on the leaves, on first sight of cut away all   
foliage and bin, leave tubers in ground for 2 or 3 weeks before harvesting. 

 

Alyth Family History Project 
 
Whilst the name might suggest to the reader that 
we are a genealogy project, concentrating on 
finding long lost relatives, our true scope extends 
to all aspects of Alyth family history – where folk 
lived, where they worked, where they went to 
school, where they entertained themselves, as 
well as records of births, marriages and deaths. 
To this end, we collect – from you, dear readers – 
photographs and articles which we can scan to 
computer and caption with relevant information 
(who, where, when) to enable future visitors to get 
a flavour of life in Alyth in times gone past. Our 
collection is only as good as the photos/articles 
you submit. 
 
This is an ongoing project. But we face a problem. 
In this electronic age, digital photographs might be 
time-stamped automatically at time of capture but 
how many images are preserved beyond a few 
years. Where is the photo album with grandma’s 
scribble on the back of the photo of granddaughter Joni to record her early years? 
 
Fortunately, most submissions do come with an index giving a brief description for each image. 
But we have a lot of photographs, of digital origin, where the subject matter is unknown and we feel this will only get worse as 
time goes by. Future generations will find a growing gap in the documentation of Alyth life. 
Can you help? Have you school photos, views of Alyth streets, events, local people etc., that you could add to our collection? Visit 
us on Sunday afternoons to view or add captions to our photographs or email FHP@alythparishchurch.org.uk 

mailto:FHP@alythparishchurch.org.uk
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AIRLIE GARAGE 
ALYTH 

Telephone: 01828 633363 
 

Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs 

Welding  & Steam Cleaning 
 

Panel Beating, Spray Painting and 
 Restoration. 

All Jobs Considered 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Estimates 
Tyres at competitive prices 

Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced 
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service 

Quality Used Cars For Sale 
Open 9 am ‘til late 

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY 
 

SPORTS AND REMEDIAL 
MASSAGE 

BOWEN THERAPY 
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744 
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com 

jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com 

CHRISTINES BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS 

 
 

 
Call anytime for more information 

 

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177 

 
Christine Churches  

“The Pines”,  
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN 

 

HANDY HUBBY 
2-HIRE 

 

GORDON M KIDD 
 

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV, 
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard 

Landscaping and much more. 
 

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT 
 

gordon@handyhubby2hire.com 
 

T: 01828 633998  

M: 07933 705476 

 

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth 
 

 

07854493805 
 
 

hello@peapodstudios.co.uk 

  

Logo-Branding Websites Social Media 
Stationary Hosting  Email Setup 
Business Cards Domain Names Advertising 
Templates Flyers  Marketing 
Brochures Signage  Banners 

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 

NHS and Private Prescriptions 

Medicine Compliance Aids 

Long Term Medication Support 

Minor Ailment Service 

Smoking Cessation Service 

Health Care Advice 

Prescription Collection Service 

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH 
01828 632302 

 

 

DRESSMAKING & 
CLOTHING 

 ALTERATIONS 
to  

Professional Standards 
 

Alyth based 
 

Call Mariya:  
 

07707 877319 
 for a quote 

 

 

No job too big or too small! 

07484617617   
07484617616 

theginclass@gmail.com 

http://www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
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Thank you  
Alyth 

Alyth Creates 
A festival for the 

community 

Alyth Creates 
A festival for 

the Community 
 

THE ISLA PARISHES  
(Charity no SC031461) 

      

Sunday Evening Specials  
 

The Isla Parishes is the parish church for the 120 square miles of west Angus which includes the communities of Airlie, 
Glenisla, Lintrathen, Kilry, Kingoldrum and Ruthven.  
  

Although our regular Sunday morning worship is concentrated in Kilry Kirk, the home of The Isla Parishes, our ministry includes 
the whole extended parish area and from time to time we hold worship and social events in the other five communities in which 
we formally had parish churches.  
 

During the second half of 2018 we will hold one Sunday Evening Special each month, in one of the five communities.  This 
programme of events of for the local community and also for the regular congregation, and everyone will be made most 
welcome.  
 
The programme is:  

 
  
 AUGUST 

 Scones of Praise  

 The Wee Bear Café, Lintrathen  

Sunday 19th August  4.30 – 6.00 pm.  

 Payment by donation  

Scrummy scones and cakes, and some favourite hymns  

  

 SEPTEMBER 
Songs of Praise  

Glenisla  Kirk  
Sunday 2nd September   6.30 pm  

Joining with the folk from Glenisla in their monthly Songs of Praise 
 

 OCTOBER  
Harvest Songs of Praise  

Kingoldrum Village Hall  
Sunday 21st October   6.30 pm    

 Celebrating the harvest together as a family and community  
 

 NOVEMBER      
Evening Remembrance Service 

Ruthven Church  
Sunday 11th November    6.30 pm  

Including the rededication of the church war memorial  
  

 DECEMBER 
Carols and Canapes  

Airlie Village Hall  
Sunday 16th December   6.30 pm  

A family celebration of the Christmas season  
 

We extend a very warm welcome to everyone each Sunday to the Isla Parishes Church in Kilry at 10.00 am 

COME AND JOIN US 
Jenny Ralston 

 

 

SILENT AUCTION      
 

Ogilvie Rooms, Alyth 
 

 Wednesday 19th September from 7.00pm (Closing bid 8.30pm)   
 

See main advert elsewhere in Voice 
 

http://www.clipartheaven.com/clipart/religion/ceremonies_&_prayer/church.gif


 

12 

 

A Rhododendron desire to live  
 

All my plants live erratic lives constantly being moved from one area of my garden to 
another regardless if they are at rest, flowering or in their growing season, two or three 
times is not unusual; so for the Pink and White Rhododendron to be uprooted in 
November for the 4th time in 20 years was fairly normal. 
 
My friend Gordon had a space in his garden and was happy to uplift  the bush the 
following week but unfortunately for the Rhododendron it had to endure six months laid 
on its side throughout the very cold, frosty, wet dreadful winter into Spring only covered 
by a sheet. 
 
When planted out in a friendlier environment in May the Rhododendron strutted it stuff 
and flowered beautifully to the amazement of its new owner. 
 
Considering the history of this gallant Rhododendron it indeed deserves to live another 
10 years. 
 
Sue Pople  
Alyth 

 

Where are they now? 
 
Do you recognise yourself or any of the faces in the group photograph? I have no further details of the event, except that it 

was run by the WRVS and probably held in Perth. The photograph is courtesy of the Perthshire Advertiser. I am on the 

extreme left, and next to me is Mrs Gwen Standon of New Alyth, now sadly deceased. Can you identify the other ladies and 

the nature of the event, please? I should be most interested to know, as my memory is not what it was. 

Mrs Oksana Last, New Alyth 
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It’s A Blast!  Netherton Summer Concert goes into Space 

 

Little people love big ideas and you don’t get bigger than Space.  So Space was the chosen theme for this year’s Summer 
Concert at Netherton Montessori Nursery School, near Meigle. At the end of each year, the whole school meet together for the 
first time, as most children come to school only two to three days a week.  If we are lucky, and the weather is fine, we gather on 
the lawn to present our end-of-year performance.  And this year we were lucky: the sun was shining and the blue sky set the 
scene for the space odyssey.  The parents gathered in a large crescent, sitting on their rugs, or tucked into comfy canvas chairs, 
picnics at the ready. The large trees provide a nice shady backdrop.  The children filed out from the cottage and took their places 
on stage – a curved row of chairs looking impressive with all children present. And then the story began. 
 
The story of the universe, with planets, sun, moon, and asteroid belt, viewed from shuttle and rocket, was narrated through song 
and dance. Each song told a different part of the story: rockets reach for the stars, the sun shines, the earth goes round the sun, 
the asteroid belt crosses the planets, the moon waxes and wanes.  The children sang and danced their way through space, 
naming the planets as they went, with their song, ‘I can name all the planets.’  Parents were treated to a moon dance showing 
the different phases of the moon as it moves across the night sky. And a long trek across the grass demonstrated the vast 
distances between the planets. 
 
The Captain of the Space Shuttle called out, ‘It’s a Blast!’  And the cheers and applause from the parents would seem to confirm 
his feelings. 
 
After the concert was over, the leavers were presented with their certificates.  And we were sad to say goodbye to them but 
happy to know that they have been successfully launched towards a comfortable landing in their chosen primary schools.  The 
afternoon continued with parents chatting, and eating and drinking, and children enjoying the freedom and space of the 
Netherton garden. 
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic 
Treatment in the comfort of your 

own home for: 
 

• Nail Cutting 

• Callus’ or Corns 

• Fungal Infections or 
Athletes Foot 

• In-growing Toenails 
 

For all your Foot-care 
 requirements contact: 

 

Madeleine McIntosh  
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP 

 

Registered Foot-health Practitioner  
01250 872005 or 

 mob 07904 382840 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Telephone 01828 650728 /  
07885 949766 / 07809 387893 

 

Commercial Cleaning 
Domestic Cleaning 

Holiday Cottage Cleaning 
One Off Cleaning 

New Build Cleaning 
End of Tenancy Cleaning 

Office Cleaning 
 

The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,  
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT 

I&D Insurance Services 
Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.  

Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the 
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there 

when you need us most. 
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn  

 
The Friendly Faces of Insurance 

Your local broker serving your local community 
 

16 Airlie Street Alyth 

01828 633000 
Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk 

DUNCAN ROSS 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &  

FULLY INSURED  

GARDENING SERVICES 
 

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE` 

 

TEL: 01828 633392 

Mobile: 077 1072 1923 

  :  075 2652 3773 

 

 
 

 
 

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC 
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR 

BSc (Hons) HPC 
Registered Podiatrists 

For all your foot care needs 
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY  

9.00.am-5.00 pm 
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm 

Evening and home visits by appointment 
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ 

01250 876057 

JOHN SWINNEY 
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you. 

 

You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH  
 

Tel. 01250 876576   
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

Johnston Groundworks, 
 

Concrete Specialist experienced 
in Slabbing,  Block Paving & 

Driveway  
Projects Drainage & Foundation 

Works, Decking, Fencing &  
Garden Reforming, 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Douglas Johnston on 
01575 560248 by Alyth 

07834518524  
Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com 

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors 
Established 1871 

 

We sell carpets, vinyl, 
curtains and blinds. 

 

Come in for  
professional advice and 

browse through our large 
selection of samples 

available to take home 
 

We measure,  
supply and fit 

 

To get your FREE  
quotation call  

01250 872361 
 

e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk  
 

FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL  
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS 

 

Liz Jenkins KFRP 
Kinesiology Federation Registered Practitioner 

 
REGAIN YOUR VITALITY 

WITH KINESIOLOGY 
 

3 in 1 Concepts 
 

One to One Consultations 
 

01828 632141 
liz.jenkins@live.co.uk 

 

Hodge Solicitors LLP 
 

Divorce & 
Family law 

 

 

01250 874441 
 

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie. 

mailto:shop@jjhowe.co.uk
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Crows 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I was appalled and amazed at Karin Donaldson's letter concerning the birds from the rookery at Airlie Mount.   
Ms Donaldson's description of a war zone with people afraid to venture out and the physical destruction of property is at 
odds with my experience.  I live in Bamff Court, immediately on the other side of Airlie Mount from Albert Street, with 
branches of some of the trees almost overhanging my house.  I have been here for 18 years and not once in that time 
have I suffered a direct hit from a rook or any other bird overhead.  Yes, my car is manured from time to time but if that is 
the worst thing that happens to me this year I will be delighted. Likewise, the occasional spattering of windows or 
pavement, and I do mean occasional, is of little consequence.  I suffer no distress from the birds and indeed rejoice in 
their presence.  When they rise in the morning they fly and swoop and soar giving every impression of enjoyment.  Their 
antics during the nest refurbishing season are always amusing and I listen with pleasure to their continuing 
conversations. These can be a little raucous but equally loud are the morning serenades of wood pigeons and 
blackbirds. 
 
We live in a small town embedded in delightful countryside and we must be tolerant of the wildlife which this brings to us 
and accept it as one of the pleasures of the town.  I know that not everyone considers rooks to be ideal neighbours yet 
many get pleasure the from the many other birds which visit our gardens and bird feeders.  These too defecate 
indiscriminately, as do the cats and dogs which give comfort and pleasure to many residents of the town.  If we followed 
Ms Donaldson's argument these too would be exterminated even though any slight risk to human health from bird and 
animal faeces can be avoided by elementary domestic hygiene. 
 
Tolerance is the key to a happy and cohesive community. I, as it happens, am irritated by noisy garden machinery but 
accept it as part of life today and would not dream of trying to stop my neighbours from doing what is clearly important to 
them.  If Ms Donaldson cannot accept life with nature around her she should perhaps move to the safety of a city.  She 
would, however, have to beware of the herring gulls. 
 
David Lindsay 
Bamff Court 
Alyth 
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MAILINGS 
 

Our continued challenge to ensure the 
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to 
implementing a charge for postal Voices.   
An annual charge will apply to all  
UK addresses for posting.   
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually. 
This charge includes the cost of producing the 
Voice. To get your Voice by post,  
Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk 
 

We have many members linked to the Voice 
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page 
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you 
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on 
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a 
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to 
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...   

 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-
Voice 
 

DONATIONS 
Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to 
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure 
the Voice remains free to every household. There 
are 4 ways to donate:  
1.  Collection Tins in shops, 
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer, 
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the     

secure PayPal system.  

4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice 
 

Please support your Voice today. 

Alyth Parish 
Church 

 
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.  

Evening Service at 6.00pm on  
First Sunday of each month. 
(Note Special Dates below) 

 
 

~~~ 
 
 

Primary and Senior Sunday School. 
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal 

School Terms.  
New recruits are always most welcome. 

(Primary caters for children aged between 3 
and 7 years. Senior caters for children  
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is  

available for children under three).  
 
  

~~~ 
 
 

PRAYER GROUP 
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the 
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone 

is most Welcome.  (This is an informal and very 
friendly meeting – why not join us?).   

 
 

~~~ 
 
 

THE GUILD  
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm) 

 

6th September—Start of new session with 
Dedication Service 

 
~~~ 

 
THE CHURCH CHOIR 

The Choir meet for practice in the Church at 
6.45pm on every Friday.  

 
~~~ 

 
 

SPECIAL DATES 
 
 

2nd September—Sunday School 
recommences 

3rd September—Congregational Board 
Meeting in Lower Hall at 7pm 

10th September—Kirk Session in Lower Hall 
at 7pm 

 
 

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk 
 
 

Tel: 01828 633 045  
 

We now have a Facebook page 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband 

Tel: 01250 874 583 
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com 

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org 
 

AUGUST 
5th 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion 
12th 11am Sung Eucharist 
19th 11am Sung Eucharist 
26th 11am Sung Eucharist 
 
 

ST NINIAN’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

SERVICES 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH  

 

Sundays 
9.30am 

St Luan's,  
Alexandra St. 

Alyth 

Saturday Vigil 
6.30pm  and  
Sundays  
11.00am 
St Stephen's,  
Bank St. 
Blairgowrie 

www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.org.uk  

NOTICES 

 

LOCAL GROUPS 
 

Place your  
information here 

 

for FREE 

NEW COMMUNICANTS 
 

If you would like to become a member of 
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the 

Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238  
or email  

minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

Still needs your  
20p pieces!! 

 
On September 29th, we will have a  
Family Fun Day and lay 20p coins 

along the burn side from the  
 

Red Telephone Boxes  
to the  

Packhorse Bridge 
 

We will need about 10,000— 
so please  

SAVE YOUR 20p’s NOW 
 

Collection boxes can be found in  
M Ferguson, Alyth Hotel, Sim’s, Café in 

the Square, COOP, Thrifty One,  
Airlie Street Bar, Rendezvous  

www.alythinbloom.org 
www.facebook.com/alythbloom 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alyth-Voice/188758381152091
http://www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
http://www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.org.uk
mailto:minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
http://www.alythinbloom.org
http://www.facebook.com/alythbloom
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5. SKINT—With no money 
7. LATTE—Espresso coffee and steamed milk 
9. SCATTERS—Disperses 
11. SUSANSARANDON—Thelma and Louise actress 
13. IGNITED—Caused to catch fire 
14. CREDIT—Recognition 
18. LEEKS—Vegetables 
19. GRIP—Take a firm hold of 
20. CABS—Taxis 
21. ADDING—Summing together 
22. NAMES—Titles 
25. INCISOR—Sharp tooth 
26. WEIGHT—Heaviness 
28. APPEAR—Seem 
29. SUBURBS—Residential areas 
30. COMBINED—Grouped together  

Across 
 

 

1. USED—Second hand 
2. IMITATE—Copy, mimic 
3. GASES—Oxygen or Nitrogen 
4. FLAMINGO—Pink wading bird 
6. TOFU—Bean curd 
8. TORNADO—Violent storm 
10. WELLINGTONS—Waterproof boots 
12. DESK—Piece of office furniture 
15. DOLPHIN—Marine mammal 
16. ASCEND—Climb 
17. URDU—Official language of Pakistan 
23. EMILIA—____ Fox, English actress 
24. OCTOBER—Tenth month 
27. TALON—Bird claw 

Down 

 

Strathmore Junior Golf section help young Zimbabwe golfer 
 
Members and friends of Strathmore Golf Club, together 
with other golfers, are helping to give a promising young 
golfer in Zimbabwe the chance to fulfil his potential. 
 
Strathmore’s junior convenor Iain Buthchart, of I&D 
Insurance Services in Alyth, has donated a full set of King 
Cobra clubs and another set of Wilson Fat Shafts which will 
be flown out and presented to a young lad called Trust from 
the Matsetso village in the Chimanimani region of 
Zimbabwe.   
 
The donation was suggested by a client of I&D Insurance 
Services, Frances Fleming, who co-founded the charity 
Peza Trust (Scotland) with Alistair Gibb to support Trust.   
Iain had already set up Strathmore’s Club Hire Scheme to 
which members, friends and other golfers donated amazing 
amounts of  equipment, including the clubs destined for 
Trust and which will be taken to him by a friend of Frances’ 
who is in Scotland for The Open. 
 
The Peza Trust was set up to help disadvantaged young 
people and has already helped with football equipment, 
strips and boots. They also support six children allowing 
them to attend school and college. 
 
Iain Butchart’s Club Hire Scheme was set up in 2013 with support from the Drumderg Windfarm fund.  This year it has 
34 sets of clubs hired out, meaning youngsters joining Strathmore can save hundreds of pounds over their growing 
years.  The Club has bucked national trends by attracting 27 new young members this year. 
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DONATIONS 
 

Your Alyth Voice as a FREE Newsletter, written, 
designed and delivered by local volunteers and 
depends heavily on precious advertisers and of 
course on donations from you and our friends 

across the world. Therefore, it would make sense 
to make donating as easy a process as possible. 

 
The best methods of  donating to the Voice are: 

ELECTRONIC BANKING 
CASH or CHEQUE  

(via our donation boxes in the town) 
Or via PayPal. 

 
You should know that we are charged a small 

premium which is deducted from your donation for 
using PayPal 

 
If you have a PayPal account 
simply transfer/send money to 

The Alyth Voice using the 
following email:  

alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
 

If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply 
use the PayPal me link shown below: 

 

 

SUMMER OPENING HOURS 

Sun—Thur: 9.30am—6.00pm  

Fri-Sat: 9.30am—9.00pm  

ALL FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR  

Meetings~Conferences~Weddings~Funerals 

Call to discuss: 01828 629141 

Children under 12 eat for £1 with every adult meal 
From Children’s menu only, excluding carvery 

 

CARVERY SUNDAY’S  - 12pm—5pm  
(Adult £12.00, Child £5.00) 

 

GRADUATION 
   

Congratulations to Holly Young on graduating from Abertay 

University with Bachelor of Science with Honours in Forensic 

Sciences on July 5th 2018. With love from Granny, Grandad 

and all of the family. 
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New managers and investment at Northlands 
 
It’s an exciting summer for Northlands Care Home in 
Blairgowrie with the arrival of a new management team 
to run a major upgrade of the facilities. 
 
Shirley Law, manager, and Corrinna MacDonald, 
deputy manager, joined Northlands in the spring and 
are now busy overseeing the upgrade programme, 
 
Shirley explains: “We want to make all of Northlands 
more dementia-friendly - more therapeutic and more 
enabling - to enhance the living experience and 
wellbeing for people with dementia, hearing loss, visual 
impairment and other conditions affecting the elderly.   
 
“This includes improvements to the rooms and 
common areas, with colour-coding to help our residents 
find their way around and feel more at home.  There’s 
also a programme of training and development for our 
staff, supporting them through high-level national qualifications.” 
 
Northlands is well-known in the community as a long-established and well-run care home for the elderly.  It currently has 49 
residents and 55 staff and is registered to provide nursing care, specialising in care and support for elderly, dementia, and 
people with learning disabilities 
 
Shirley has been a registered nurse for 32 years specialising in nursing for the elderly, mental health and dementia: she was 
named UK Mental Health Nurse of the Year in 2013.  She has lived in Blairgowrie for almost all that time, and before joining 
Northlands she worked at Stirling University’s Dementia Services Development Centre for 10 years, and prior to that she was a 
charge nurse at Blairgowrie Strathmore Unit at the Community Hospital. 
 
“I joined Northlands because I wanted to get back to practice and to implement some of the latest thinking and practice that 
she’s helped develop at Stirling, as well as using her management and team development experience,” says Shirley.  
“Northlands has a good reputation for retaining staff, and as an independent business it’s more of a family feel instead of being 
part of a big corporate chain.” 
 
Deputy manager Corrinna MacDonald agrees:  “I think being part of the team at a privately-run care home like Northlands gives 
you much greater opportunities to make a real beneficial difference to the lives of our residents.  I’m really excited to be part of 
the upgrade project.” 
 
Corrinna was born in Blairgowrie and now lives in Alyth.  She qualified in nursing in 1997, specialising mainly in orthopaedics 
and trauma.  After working in England for a while she returned to Scotland 12 years ago and worked in various nursing and care 
home settings until being headhunted by Shirley a couple of months ago. 

 

Alyth Musical Notes 
 
Alyth Musical Society hosted its Annual General Meeting at the Ogilvy Rooms on 25th June.  
The outgoing President, Ron Kirkpatrick delivered his address and the treasurer, Albert Halliburton spoke to his annual report. 
The Committee for 2018-19 were elected as follows…   

President - Andrew Beckett  
Secretary - Glenda Kean and Claire Mallinson 
Treasurer - Albert Haliburton 
Committee - Rudolf Gruneberg, Dot Oudney, Gerard Cameron, Steph Mackie, Gemma Pryde, Gavin Tripney 

 
Andrew Beckett proposed a vote of thanks to committee members past and present with special mention going to Ron for all his 
hard work in the role of president for the last two years.  

Rehearsals for next year’s production of “The Sound of Music” will commence in September. Details of these will be included in 

next month’s Voice. 

Shirley (left) and Corrinna with Northlands' resident hens  
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Primary 1-3 A Furry Friend—Kelsie Burdass 

Class 42 — “Cobbles” — Kathleen Coupar 

Class 39 — “The Berry Fields” — Kathleen Coupar 

Class 43  - 
“Furniture”  - 

Fiona Mitchell 

 

ALYTH SHOW 2018
 

INDUSTRIAL TENT
PHOTOGRAPHY WINNERS
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Primary 4-7  -  “A Furry Friend” — Beth Appleton 
Class 40 — “Leaves” — Sabine Goeke 

MOST OUTSTANDING EXHIBIT IN THE PHOTOGRAPHY SECTION 
 

Class 41 “Eyes”  - Kirsty Scott 

 

ALYTH SHOW 2018 
 

INDUSTRIAL TENT 
PHOTOGRAPHY WINNERS 
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP 

 
At the moment this issue of the Voice hits your doormat, the AYP Youth Club will be in Aschaffenburg, Germany. At the time of 
writing we are just finishing off the last few arrangements and making sure all of the young people have everything they need, 
and that they are not packing things that they don’t need… We have a packed programme of activities planned and everyone 
is very excited! 
 
All of this has been made possible by the tremendous fundraising efforts over the past few months, and the latest one was Phil 
Oudney’s amazing feat of endurance when he walked from Inverness to Perth - it ended up being done ‘over 2 legs’ if you’ll 
pardon the pun, as his first attempt in June was cut ‘short’ at Dalwhinnie due to bad weather. In July he headed back up the 
A9 and started from Dalwhinnie, walking through the weekend over 50 miles to Perth. So far he has raised almost £900 and 
our thanks go to everyone who has contributed to this, but most of all to Phil for taking on a challenge that most sensible 
people would sensibly avoid! 
 
Another amazing feat of endurance was the 24 hour bowlathon that members of Alyth Bowling and Tennis Club completed. 
Bowling looks like a sedate sport but try doing it for a couple of hours, let alone 24 hours non stop! The vast amount of money 
raised is testament to the huge amount of work that went in to making it happen and on behalf of all the young bowlers who 
will benefit from this, a massive “Thank 
You” to every person who was part of this 
fantastic achievement. 
 
Lots of youngsters had great fun taking 
part in the activities at the community 
wing throughout the holidays, in which we 
played a small part. A particular highlight 
was the golf and archery which we 
enjoyed in baking sunshine. Louise did a 
tremendous job of pulling lots of people 
together to deliver a summer long 
programme, and to provide lovely food for 
everyone. 
 
We were lucky with the weather when the 
Tribe had a day out at Landmark, but the 
following day when we took the Youth 
Club there it poured with rain. This didn’t 
dampen spirits, in fact we were more than 
happy as it meant that there were virtually  
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no queues as we had the place almost to ourselves! The Hubsters 
took a trip to the cinema which was more successful than their visit to 
the beach when they managed to find the only cold place in Scotland 
that day! 
 
Looking forward to the new term in August, our groups will go back to 
normal on the week beginning the 20th August. The Tribe, for kids in 
P5 and P6, takes place in the Community Wing from 3.15pm - 5pm 
every Thursday. Youth Club is for youngsters in P7 and S1 and they 
meet on Tuesday evenings in the Wing and Fridays at the Hub, from 
6pm - 8pm both nights. The Hubsters are all S2 and older, and they 
have a drop in at the Hub from 6pm - 9pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. On top of this we run projects and trips, 
and of course we continue to work in partnership with the schools to support all of our young people. 
 
As I say at the end of most articles, it is an honour to work with the young people of Alyth and the surrounding area, and we 
appreciate all of the support we receive from this outstanding community. 
 
George Annan 
Alyth Youth Partnership 
07702 780489 
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Don’t have access  
to email? 

It’s FREE in the  

Airlie Street Library 

Royal Bank Of Scotland  

MOBILE BANK  
 
Tuesday -              11:00am to 12:00pm  Town Square 
Thursday -             2:00pm to 3.00pm            Town Square 

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
200 Club 

 

July Draw 
(with thanks to Irene Hart) 

 
1st -  £50 -  152 - Mr J Fleming 
2nd - £30 -  95 - Mr R Walker 
3rd - £20 -  80 - Mr R Fisher 

—————— 
 

Liz Gordon 
Treasurer 

Glenisla SWRI 

Meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm 
Contact Mrs Hilary Lawrence (president) 01828 633112 

or  Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582205 
 

New Members Welcome 
 

Membership £20.00    Visitors £3.00 

  

Glenisla Church (SCIO)  
Charity number SCO44459 

 
 
There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church, 
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake / 
biscuits to follow.  Open to everyone.   
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy 
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre 
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander 
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work 
with the Vine Trust. 
  
 

Contact details:  
Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO, Alrick, Glenisla, 
PH11 8PJ 
 
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,  
Glenisla, PH11 8PG  

 

 

THE COFFEE CYCLE 

Meet every Wednesday morning. 

Alyth Square 9.30am 

For a cycle in search of coffee and cake. 

All welcome. 

Destination decided on the day. 

Interested?  

Call/text Pat 07583297408   Or just turn up. See you there! 

NOTICES 

 

The Isla Parishes 
 (SC031461) 

 

Date for your diary 

Silent Auction on 19th September 
In Ogilvie Rooms, Alyth at 7pm 

Bidding will close at 8:30pm 
 

Entry Fee £5/adult including refreshments  

 

THANK YOU 
 
I wish to thank family, friends and neighbours for cards, gifts 
and flowers also visits while in hospital and at home. Also 
carers for looking after me. I have a long road to go yet but 
everything takes time. 
Thank you all very much once again. 
 
Margaret Milne 

 

T-Junction Café 
@ 

Kilry Hall 
 

Open on the following dates: 
 

Saturday 18th August (Kilry Fete) 2.00-4.00 
Saturday 15th September   10.00-12.00 
Saturday 20th September   10.00-12.00 

 

This is a a café run by the community for the community. 
Come and join us for coffee and home made  

goodies and a chat. 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

Registered Charity No.SCO22368 
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        STRIDE FOR LIFE  
          ALYTH GROUP  
 

Stride for Life is a walking project providing 
FREE led walks for individuals in their 
community.  The group meets on a Tuesday 
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.    
Our walks last approximately 45-50 
minutes.   Walking is a great way to keep 
active and make you feel better.   We think 
it's much more fun walking in a group and 
enjoying a good old blether!   On average 
we have about twenty walkers so why not 
come and join us.   There is no need to 
book, just turn up on the day!     
  
Linda Messer       958498 (Walk Leader) 
Peter Robertson  632674 (Walk Leader)  
Marja Dalziel    633032 (Walk Leader). 
Tom Dalziel   633032 (Walk Leader).  
John Eggleston  633965 (Walk Leader).  

Alyth Art Group 
We meet on Tuesdays from  

10am to 12 noon  
at the Community Wing of  

Alyth  Primary School 
If you would like to join our friendly group 

please contact  
the Secretary – Angela Meachen   

01828 632532 
for more information  

 

Meigle Art Group 
 

The Group meets on Tuesday  
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall  

10am 12pm  
 

New Members Welcome 
 

Equipment can be provided for starters. 
 

Contact 633811 for further details  

Ericht Art Club 
 

We are a friendly little club, where people 
of all abilities from beginners to expert 
painters are made most welcome. the 
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a 
fun environment.  
 
If you would like to find out more please 
contact  
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or  
Lesley Garside on 07739463594    
      

Gordon Coutts 

Alyth & District Pipe Band  
 

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new 
or experienced members, either pipes or 

drums.  
 

Wednesday night practise in  
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm. 

 

For more information please  
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.  

ALYTH  
GIRL GUIDE HUT 

 
FOR RENT or HIRE 

 

Contact Irene for details:  

632439 

  

Alyth Senior Citizens'  
Lunch & Socialising Club 

 (Perth & Kinross Healthy  
Communities Project) 

Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146 
 
 
 

 New members & volunteers  
welcome 

 

 

Exercise Group - Mondays 10am  
in the Airlie Street Hall 

 
           
 

Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall 
(£2.50p per person)  

 
 

Next lunches:  
30th July 

   

 

 
 

Strathmore Tots 
Alyth 

Baby and Toddler Group 

 
Monday mornings 9.30am to 11.30am 

Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth 
  

Whether you're a first time Mum or Dad or 
have a larger family,  

come along to our local friendly group for 
a cuppa and a chat with other parents 

while the wee ones play.  Grandparents 
and Carers also welcome. 

 
£2 per family, this includes a snack  
for the toddlers and as much tea and 

 coffee as you can drink! 
 

To keep up to date with what we have on 
and where, join our Facebook  
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth. 

 

 
 
 

Or for more information call or text 

 07807591868 

NOTICES 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE  
 

Is a Collection Point for 
 

USED SPECTACLES  
for VISION 2020  

 

“The Right to Sight Project” 
 

For further information on the project,  
please contact 

 
Pam Robertson,  

Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street, 
Forfar 

Tel: 01307 462461 

 

CALLY CRAFTERS 
Bridge of Cally Hall 

Every Thursday  

1.30 - 3.30 pm 
 

 Traditional and contemporary crafts  

and all abilities 
 

Come along for a free taster session, or 

contact 01828 633083 for more details 

Scottish Charity No. SCO44910  
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MURDO FRASER MSP  
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE 

 For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.  
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990  or write to him at  

The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

CRIGHTONS  
CYCLES 

 

STOCK CLEARANCE  
SALE  

NOW ON 
 

 
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT 

Tel. 01250 874447 
www.crightonscycles.co.uk 

 

INDEPENDENT MINISTER 
 

Bespoke Legal Wedding Ceremonies & 

Vow Renewals 
- - - - - 

Baby Naming Ceremonies 
- - - - 

Funerals 
- - - 

Always Reflecting your Beliefs & Values 
 

t: 07770985736 
 

info@angelamaughan.co.uk 
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WRVS   
 

Books on Wheels 
 

Can’t get to the library?  
We deliver books to your door... 

Books – in normal or large print / 
Audio Books – cassette player req. / 

Music CDs and Videos  
 
 

Telephone  
01250 872 905 for details 

Alyth Library 

 

Calling all  
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs 

 
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library 

Display space is available in the library  
windows 

 
Call in at the Library for more information 

Or call 01828 632731 

Alyth Library 
 

(for FREE internet access & advice on  
tracing your ancestors) 

 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun- Closed 
 
Thursday  12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm 
Friday  9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm 
Saturday  9.30am—12.30pm 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
RECYCLING 

 
Thank you to the many local people who 
have handed in ink cartridges, mobile 
phones etc for recycling.  The charity which 
provided the collection facility and contrib-
uted to NSPCC no longer operates that 
service.   
 
We have sourced a new collector for ink  
cartridges although not as yet for other 
items.  Please continue to bring your ink 
cartridges only down to the Health Centre 
until further notice. Thank you. 

ALYTH 
FAMILY HISTORY 

PROJECT 
 

in Alyth Parish Church 
 

OPEN SUNDAYS 

2pm - 4pm 
 

From Easter Sunday 
To Remembrance Sunday 

 

 

1. 1850s to date, there are now over 
6,500 photographs of local people, 
schools, businesses, events, views, 
weddings, etc 

2. Parish records from 1623—1854 
3. Baptism records from 1900s to 

date 
4. 6,500 Burial records and 

headstone photographs for Alyth’s 
3 cemeteries 

5. Publications & memorabilia over 
150yrs 

 

 

ADMISSION FREE 

 
If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the 
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.   
 
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please 
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk. 
 
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town  
information possible! 
 

NOTICES 

 
THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT AND 

TODDLER GROUP 
 

Every Friday (Term Time)  
10am – 12pm 

Isla Primary School- Community Hall 
 

All Welcome 

Find us on Facebook 

Domestic or Commercial 
Regular Weekly  

Holiday Home Prep 
Deep Clean - One off Clean 

 

References available 
 

07583074717 

WEEKLY 
POPPINS 
HOUSEKEEPING 

 

ALYTH SCHOOL PUPILS 
REUNION 

 

Did you leave Alyth School  
1979—1980 

 

NEIL DARROCH 
and friends are trying to 

arrange a reunion. 
 

 
For more details contact  

NEIL DARROCH  
via his Facebook page 
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 Grangemount 
      Cattery 
         Aberbothrie, Alyth 

 SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 
     INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS 

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore 

 PERSONAL ATTENTION  
FROM THE OWNERS 

DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY 

Tel: 01828 632284 

 
 

Simon Bogle 

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR 
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS 

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup 
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design 

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139 
 

www.airliecomputers.co.uk 
 

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday 
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland 

David Scott Ltd 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENT AGENTS 

 

Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
 

7 Toutie Street Alyth 

Call for appointment 
 

Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries 
A 24 hour service is maintained on 

01828 633 433 

 

 

 

 
 

Specialised Dementia Care  

in a Domestic Setting 
 

·DAY CARE 

·RESPITE CARE 

·RESIDENTIAL CARE 
 

All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens : 
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:  

Trained Staff to promote independence and choice. 
 

www.hopeparkhouse.com 
Tel 01250 872349 

Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie  

JIM MORRICE 
 

Saxophone, Flute and 
Clarinet Tuition 

 

Tel:01828 633 137 
 
 

Beginners Welcome! 
Based in  
- Meigle - 

M: 07961 879239 

www.resoluteit.co.uk 
 

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk 

 

Looking to buy a new computer? 
Want advice on purchasing or developing 

your Business I.T. Infrastructure? 
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC? 

Tired of Call Centres / going back to the 
store? 

 
We Offer Home & Office Visits! 

(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**) 
 

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of  
computer services including: Repairs & 
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;  

Network Solutions & Broadband Support 
 

 

Technical Support Services 

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD 
 

Be               in The Alyth Voice 

 

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather  
Cleaned and Protected 

Neil Stewart 
Call for a Free Quote: 

01828 632771 or 01250 875216    

ALBA LOGISTICS 
PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND  

COLLECTION SERVICE 

 
 

Come to us for a fast, personal  
service.  We transport goods and  
equipment quickly and reliably,  

to anywhere in the UK, 
Over-night and same day service 

available. 
 We are a fully insured, family-run,  

local enterprise. 
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606 

albalogistics@btinternet.com 

SINGING, PIANO, 

THEORY TUITION  

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL) 
 

 
 

01828  633977  

http://www.hopeparkhouse.com
http://www.resoluteit.co.uk
mailto:albalogistics@btinternet.com
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 MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS 
 

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice 
Depends on your donations 
 
Its never been easier 
Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice 
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WEE MACHINES 
(ALYTH) 

Victoria Garage 

Victoria Street,  

Alyth, PH11 8AU 
 

Garden Machinery 

Small Plant 

ATV’s and Utility vehicles  

Repairs and servicing  

Full workshop facilities 

 On site service available 

 

Garden Machinery and  

Power Products Stockist 
Telephone Jim on  

07783 626321 or 01828 632777 
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com 

www.weemachines.co.uk 

Ronald Saunders 
 

Roofer/Slater 
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs 

Lead Undertaken, 
 Insurance Work. 

 

01828 633053 / 07761857994 

DENNIS MELLOY 
 

Your Local Councillor 
 

For Surgeries in the comfort  
of your own home 

 

 
Contact details 

Mobile: 07786674776 
Home: 01828 632284 

 
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk 

 

SALE OF ALYTH  SCENES 
POSTCARDS and CARDS 

at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD 
--------------------------------------------- 

A percentage from the sale of the cards 
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the 

mental health craft project in 
Blairgowrie. 

----------------------------------------------- 

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs 
Only two needed, £1 each 

 
Phone Listed Number 

TEL: 01828 632434 
www.frogpublications.co.uk 

C Max 

Garden Services Alyth 
 

All aspects undertaken 
 

22 years experience 
 

Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming & 

renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting & 

removal, topiary, weed control, chemical 

spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub 

planting, tree & plant pruning and 

shaping, border maintenance, wood 

fencing & repairs (all types), slabbing & 

block paving, landscaping, turfing & grass 

seeding, driveways & patio power washing. 
 

From a tidy up to a regular maintenance 

programme to suit your needs 

The only call you'll ever need to make 

for your garden and grounds 

maintenance. 

Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341 

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk 

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL 
SERVICES 

 

All types of Aerial and satellite 
Supply, Installation and repairs 

undertaken. 
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV 

mounting / Multiroom TV points. 
Tidy Job inside and out 

guaranteed. 
 

For free estimates 
 

Call John Soutar 01575 572875 

• employment law 
 

• commercial 
 

• property 
 

• wills & executries 
 

• dispute resolution 
 

• power of attorney 

• legal advice for Tourism Industry 

 
 
 
 
 

farah adams – solicitor & notary public 
“a refreshing approach” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

call: t. 01250 874 485  
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation 

e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.  
www.adams-law.co.uk  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2-6 Market Square 
Alyth  

01828958040 
 

Open Monday to Saturday  
7.30am - 4.00pm 

 

Serving breakfast, light bites,  
lunches and delicious cakes! 

 

Barista coffee, Hot chocolates & Teas 
as well as a selection of cold drinks  

and milkshakes all available  
to sit in or take away. 

 

Children's menu, highchairs  
and baby changing facilities 

 

Free WiFi and Loyalty Cards. 

Visit our website at 
www.alythvoice.co.uk 

 

Friends of Guiding 
need you! 

 

If you have ever been in a Girl Guiding unit and would like to join  
us in fundraising for the up keep of the Girl Guide Hut.  

 
Please contact Lynne on 07745565337 or Dawn on 01828 632424/07513417884 

We meet around 4 times a year to discuss fundraising.  
Meetings are very relaxed and usually last around half an hour. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

mailto:jimsweemachines@btinternet.com
http://www.weemachines.co.uk
http://www.frogpublications.co.uk
http://www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk
mailto:farah@adams-law.co.uk
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Thrifty One 
From the Community, For the Community 

 
Opening times: 10am—4pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

Phone: Anne 07592 338449.(speak or leave a message) 
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One  

Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com 
 
 

For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please like & share us with your friends.  
The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise. Thanks! 

 

  
Congratulations to Alyth Bowling Club on the Bowlathon.  
A contribution towards the total of £400 from Thrifty one. 
 

 
 

Chris and Tina needed outfits for a summer garden party , both 
are dressed exclusively from Thrifty One . Thank you for looking 

so fab and thank you for shopping with us. 
 
 
A little example of the type of 
lovely donations we are given  
 
 
 

Three little volunteers who needed 
a little rest somewhere out of the 

way  
 
A well deserved " THANK YOU " night out for all our volunteers at the Strathmore Golf Club . 
 

We have made the decision to close the shop for two weeks in August 
MONDAY 13TH AUGUST    MONDAY 27TH AUGUST   INCLUSIVE  

We know that a good few of you will miss us , well I hope some of you might , it eases the pressure of covering holidays 
and we will be able to have a couple of deep clean / good sort out days to make the shop a more pleasant place to visit . 
So keep in mind when you decide to have a clear out we wont be able to take any of your donations during that 
fortnight..... now that sounds like a good plan, get cleaning that cupboard out.  
 

We have some great new volunteers , BUT , we still need some more . It doesn't even have to be working in the shop,  a 
run to the recycling depot in Blairgowrie, or the cash for clothes in Dundee for us once a week, volunteering can come in 
many different forms .  
 

The sun has definitely had its hat on this summer, we have all needed hats, shorts, sun shades, sundresses, and the good 
weather has increased our sales of all these items compared to previous ones, please remember that buying pre used 
clothing and household goods is so much better for the environment and much kinder on the money in our pockets. A 
customer who bought several items for her holidays from us said she was in a high street clothing shop and was admiring 
a top and then realised it cost more for that one top, than she had paid for a whole holiday wardrobe from us !  
 

From us all at Thrifty One we hope you have enjoyed this lovely summer of 2018, and thanks for all your ongoing support, 
compliments they have been great . 
 
Anne  
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SCOUTS 
 

Having Bear Grylls as our Chief Scout has brought a high profile to the role, it has also encouraged our Scouts into survival 
camping. This instantiable appetite was partly satisfied with our Survival Weekend held in June at Tullymurdoch courtesy of the 
Mitchell family. Descending upon the campsite on the Friday night with the entire Troop, the initial setting up was quickly 
completed leaving the campers to complete the task. It’s amazing how quickly wood can be collected, and the fire set ablaze 
when the reward is supper.  

The first night was under canvas, but Saturday 
morning’s activities saw the construction of some 
novel structures adorned by a nifty tarpaulin sheet 
which was intended to stop rain. Everyone quickly 
found out that it was a much more difficult task than 
expected and I am sure they now all appreciated the 
comparative simplicity and effectiveness of a tent! 
Cooking without utensils may be easier on the 
washing up but requires a much more cunning plan 
than opening a tin.  
The troop was split into three groups each using a 
different type of fire. We eventually got the hang of 
the sawdust stove after a great deal of experimenting 
and effort. Brute force and ignorance wins the day yet 
again.  
 
A busy day in camp had the Scouts undertaking an 
incident hike which took them into them thar hills. The 
Patrol Leader in my group gave his charges the 
instruction “Power hike and we’ll beat the others. Aye, 
like that was going to happen. I did give them the 
satisfaction on leaving me trailing in their wake – 

that’s my story and I’m sticking to it!  
 
Sunday morning saw an interesting start with a 10-minute downpour about 6.00am. This put our structures to the test and 
judging from the resulting exclamations, I rather fear they were nor entirely (or even moderately) satisfactory. Far from drowning 
their enthusiasm, it appeared to brighten up the countenance when they discovered the plight of their fellow Scouts. Fortunately, 
neither the rain or the experience had any lasting effects and after a hot drink, breakfast was started a little earlier than planned. 
Trying to master the skills of fire lighting, everyone soon discovered that fire by friction is a seriously hard way to get there. A 
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battery and wire wool is very effective, whilst flint and steel proved difficult to produce that vital spark.  
 
It only goes to show how reliable a simple match is! Back to civilisation we were all impressed by simple things likes walls and a 
roof! 
Our Explorer Scouts undertook practice expeditions for Duke of Edinburgh Awards for Bronze, Silver and Gold and a 4 day 
qualifying expedition in the Cairngorms – mean stuff. Well done to the participants and well done to the people who arranged 
this – a logistical nightmare – very impressive 

The Cubs held their end of year BRBQ and presentations with  the awards of Most enthusiastic Cubs-Ben Cameron and Kian 

Donnelly. Runners-up to cub of year-Evie Annan and Harry Nunn. Cub of year-Brodie Chard and Finlay Kane.  

Ron Kirkpatrick 
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Serving our local community since 1985 

Currently registering new NHS, Private and 

Highland Dental Plan patients 

Same Day Emergency Appointments 

(please phone by 9.30am) 

• Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry 

• Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation. 

Looking after you and your family. 

01250 875 136 

reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 

www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 

 

 

 
 
 

VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH 
01828 633660 

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK 
 

Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out 
what it can do for you, prices start from £79! 

 
Greatly improves fuel economy 

 
Noticeably improved vehicle performance 

Improves engine response 
Considerably lower emissions 

 
Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life  

with Terraclean carbon removal 
 

Gives immediate drive-away results  
– book now to feel the difference instantly! 

 

 

 

Northlands Nursing Home 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Specialising in Elderly Nursing care  
and Dementia" 

 

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE” 
 

• Highly qualified stable staff team 
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day  
• Home cooked choice of meals 
• Secure gardens 
• Some fully funded places available 

 

Shirley Law (RGN Manager) 

 01250 876790  
for further information or to arrange a visit. 

http://www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
http://WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
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TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO  

ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER: 

• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all 

 businesses and individuals  

• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs  

• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your  

business  

• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans  

• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you  

For more information please feel free to contact us on: 

Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491 

E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk 

KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,  

Alyth, PH11 8AR 

www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk     

www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy 

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE 

 

J & J HOWE 
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie 

Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm 

Still continuing our high quality 

 

REMOVALS and STORAGE                                                                                                         
Complete removal service                                                                                                                                                                   

Local and Long distance                                                                                                                                                                       

Specialist to the Islands                                                                                                                                                                        

Large containerized storage warehouse                                                                                                                                           

Get free quote for your removal 

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS                                                                                                                                  
We now work with several other auction company's but 

still provide,                                                                                                              

House Clearances                                                                                                                                                                               

Goods taken to Auction                                                                                                                                         

Disposal Service                                                                                                                                                                    

Valuations                                                                                                                                                            

Pre-sale Advice given                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP                                                                                                      
We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains. 

For further details of all these services phone 01250 

872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk                                                                                                                                                               

www.jjhowe.co.uk 

Where your smile is important 

REGULAR HOURS 
Mon - Tues    9:00am - 5:00pm 
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm 
Thursday & Friday  9:00am - 5:00pm 

Saturday By arrangement only 

info@alythdental.co.uk 

General Dentistry 
Dental Hygiene 
Crowns & Bridges 
Cosmetics 
Veneers 
Whitening 

01828 633313 

Our aim is to provide a preventative 
approach to dentistry, where we will 

cater for the needs of the whole family.  
 

We are a modern dental practice, 
offering high quality dental care to Alyth 

and the surrounding area. 

http://www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
mailto:matt@jjhowe.co.uk
http://www.jjhowe.co.uk/
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GrowBiz – Enterprising Rural Perthshire 
 
An invitation to join our Women’s Enterprise NetYurt Event in August – 15th August 
Yes, you did read that correctly! Our August Women's Enterprise networking event is a little bit different – we’re holding a joint 
meeting of the Strathearn, Eastern and Highland Perthshire Women’s Enterprise Networks in a Yurt near Pitlochry. 
It’s set to be a great night, with the yurt supplied by local business Dragonfly Yurts, and the food (including pizza and home-
made cordial both featuring their own seasonal produce) supplied by Alec Cruikshank of Fonab Farm Foods. We’ll be joined by 
guest speaker Lynn Mann of the award-winning Supernature Oils – we’re hoping she will bring tasters of their flavoured oils, as 
they really are delicious! Lynn is also a Member of the National Council of Rural Advisers, on the Advisory Board of Interface 
and a Women's Enterprise Scotland Ambassador. This promises to be a popular evening, so places must be booked if you plan 
to attend.  

GrowBiz Xchange Networking Event – 30th August  
Celebrating the Year of Young People, our August XChange will be hosted by Blairgowrie High School, with the focus on 
enterprise opportunities for young people, and how local businesses can be involved. There will be a buffet and a chance to 
network. All welcome - a great opportunity to meet other local businesses and hear from experts in their field. 
 
GrowBiz Mentoring Scheme 
Through our award-winning mentoring scheme, we have developed a network of trained mentors with a particular interest 
in small businesses. We regularly hold mentor information and training events. If you think you might benefit from having a 
mentor, or if you'd like to offer your services as a mentor, please get in touch - email our Mentoring Coordinator Alan 
Garratt on alan@growbiz.co.uk 

To view our events calendar and to book your free place, go to www.growbiz.co.uk/events 
 
About GrowBiz 
GrowBiz provides a free community-based enterprise support service throughout rural Perthshire.  
The ‘Enterprising Rural Perthshire’ programme, with funding support from LEADER*, provides support to anyone who is 
considering becoming self-employed, or starting (or growing) a small business or social enterprise.  This is regardless of your 
age or experience - in fact, it works right across the community to include people from all backgrounds and sectors.  
All of our services are free and confidential, and include 1-1 meetings, peer support, learning sessions - online and throughout 
Perthshire - training and networking opportunities. To find out more, email us at connect@growbiz.co.uk or send us a message 

via our website www.growbiz.co.uk and we’ll be in touch. 

You can also join the GrowBiz mailing list from the website to stay up to date with news and events, and follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 

The Rural Perth & Kinross LEADER provides funding and support for community and enterprise projects in rural Perthshire. 

More information at: www.pkleader.org  

mailto:alan@growbiz.co.uk
http://www.growbiz.co.uk/events
mailto:connect@growbiz.co.uk
http://www.growbiz.co.uk
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Interview with: Graeme Maxwell  
by Kevin Coe 
 
Alyth has seen many big changes within living memory, but few as 
significant. perhaps, as the disappearance of our railway connection 
with the wider world. 
 
Originally opened in September 1861, the line carried passengers 
and goods to and from Alyth until 1951, when it was downgraded to 
just a goods service, finally closing in March 1965.  We still have a 
link to those glory days of steam in the shape of Alyth resident 
Graeme Maxwell, whose father was the last station master at Alyth. 
 
Graeme, who celebrated his 88th birthday in July, was born in 
Blairgowrie where his father George was a clerk at the railway 
station.  The family later moved to St Fillans when George became 
station master there, and then to Doune during the war years before 
George was transferred to Alyth in 1946. 
 
“We arrived by train,” Graeme recalls, “and I think the only other time 
I got on a passenger train here was when I went away to do my 
national service in the army in 1948!” 
 
Alyth was still a fully-fledged station at that point, 
handling both goods and passengers, and connected 
with the main Perth-Aberdeen line at what was called 
Alyth Junction, mid-way between Meigle and Newtyle. 
 
“My dad looked after the whole branch line, including 
the stops at Jordanstone and Pitcrocknie just by the golf 
course,” says Graeme. 
 
“There were about three passenger trains a day, plus a 
number of goods services bringing in coal and goods 
for the shops and taking out potatoes, berries and other 
agricultural produce.  I can remember all the vans lined 
up outside the Mart Street entrance to the station, lined 
with bales of straw to protect the potatoes from frost.  
Jordanstone was also very busy at potato harvest time.” 
 
The family - George, his father and his two younger 
sisters (sadly, his mother had died while they were in 
Doune) - lived in what was then the Station House, now 
a private home next door to the fire station on Airlie 
Street.  The main passenger entrance to the station was right across the road, with the goods entrance on Mart Street, and another 
entrance on the south side where the coal merchants had their premises. 
 
Like many country stations, however, Alyth struggled to compete with lorries, buses and, increasingly, private cars, and the decision 
was taken to stop passenger services in 1951.  The Alyth line no longer justified a full-blown station master, just a goods agent, so 
Graeme’s father retired and moved to Blairgowrie.  Sadly, he died only a year later. 
 
Graeme had finished school when the family was still in Doune, but had decided not to follow his dad onto the railways and instead 
started an apprenticeship as an electrician in Dunblane.  When they moved to Alyth, Graeme joined the firm of McBains, now the 
Airlie Garage on Airlie Street.  After National Service with the Royal Military Police as part of the British Army in Germany, Graeme 
returned to his McBains job in 1950. 
 
In the Airlie Street Hall one evening, at the first dance he went to after coming out of the Army, Graeme met Christina, who lived 
with her parents in Newtyle.  Christina, known to friends and family as ‘Chris’, is the daughter of the celebrated son of Alyth Alfred 
Anderson, one of the last surviving World War 1 veterans and at the time of his death in 2005, Scotland’s oldest man aged 109. 
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For Graeme and Chris, one thing led to another and they got married, living at first with her parents but later setting up home in 
Toutie Street in Alyth, and later in Parkside Road. 
 
Graeme had left McBains and joined the North of Scotland Hydro-electric Board, now part of Scottish & Southern Energy, where he 
worked until retirement.  Apart from two years in Argyll, Graeme worked solely in Perthshire, latterly as the manager of the Hydro 
Board’s commercial operations in Blairgowrie with three technicians and three shop staff under him. 
 
By this time, Graeme and Chris were living on High Street and he was also a retained firefighter, in command of the Alyth fire 
station.  Looking to be nearer at hand for call-outs, Graeme spoke to the firemaster in Perth, who made enquiries and enabled the 
couple to get one of the new houses in the new Isla Road development that had been built on the site of Alyth Railway Station a 
few years after it was demolished. 
 
There it was that Graeme and Chris raised their family.  Graeme eventually took early retirement and pursued his interest in 
photography as well as doing a bit of chauffeuring for local folk who didn’t or couldn’t drive themselves.  He and Chris have also 
watched their family grow and now enjoy spending time with their three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
 
“It’s strange to think that when I’m sitting in my living room I’m actually sitting where the Alyth Railway line ran and where my father 
was the last Station Master,” says Graeme.  “Just shows how much things can change in one lifetime!” 

 

Connecting the Towns of Strathmore 
 
Two years ago, a steering group was formed with the aim of creating safe routes, away from our busy main roads, connecting 
Alyth, Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus.  In January last year the group appointed Chris York of Walking the Talk as our 
consultant.  With the help and advice of many local cyclists, Chris identified potential routes and talked with landowners. 
It was agreed that the first phase would be to link Rattray with Alyth.  There were already quiet roads for much of the way 
except for about 2 kilometres at Lochlands.  Chris and the landowners identified the most direct route skirting the edge of 
farmland.  Detailed design and costings followed, and a successful application was made to the Improving Public Access Fund 
for the necessary money.  Earlier this year, the landowners applied for planning permission which has now been granted and 
all the materials assembled.  In early June, the landowner managed to find the time amidst all the demands of running a farm 
for to start the path-building work.  By September, bridges over various drainage ditches should have been installed and we 
may have the first safe cycle (technically “multi-user”) path.  An official opening is being planned for some time after the bridges 
go in. 

Stage Two is to create a safe route out of Coupar Angus. The steering group has been given money for a detailed survey of 

possible routes from the centre of Coupar Angus to the sewage works and Chris has looked at the possibilities for extending 

this as far as the Bendochy crossroads. There are a number of issues to be resolved and this may take some time but there is a 

great deal of support from funders, and landowners have been very helpful.  

The steering group will be holding a public meeting on Tuesday 18 September at 7pm in the new cycle hub in Coupar Angus 
(behind the Red House). 

Alyth Station in its heyday, looking from the platform towards the main Airlie Street entrance  
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ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice 
 

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts 
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each 
month. We accept adverts in the following formats: 
publisher, jpg, word 
  

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all 
changes before the deadline of the14th.  We will never 
assume that no communication from you means you no 
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no 
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will 
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or 
adverts received after this date will not be published.  
 

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request 
advert update information.  
 

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled 
if no further amendments are received.  
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be 
guaranteed.  We regret that space cannot be booked.       
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 

ALYTH VOICE TEAM 
07938 643979 (please leave a message if we are unavailable) 

 

Editor:   Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk 

Layout Artist:     Lynne McGowan -  copy@alythvoice.co.uk 

    Deputy Vacancy 

Advertising:  Admin Vacancy  - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 

Distribution:   Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk  

Delivery Team:  Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home 

Treasurer:    Jan George   -  accounts@alythvoice.co.uk 

Webmaster:  Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk 

Social Media:  Pamela Luscombe -  socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk 

Postal/Mailings:  B Kidd  -  b@alythvoice.co.uk 

Voice Reporter/Journalist  Kevin Coe -  reporter@alythvoice.co.uk 

Voice Committee Member  Derek Todd - derek@alythvoice.co.uk 

  Mel McFadden -  mel@alythvoice.co.uk  

  Paul Ramsay  -  paul@alythvoice.co.uk 

Fund Raising Sub Committee   Sheila Fisher 

Voice Committee Member  Always Needed 

THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS 

 

VOICE BOXES 
 

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your  
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several  

locations in the town. 
 

These can be found in: 
 

Thrifty One 
Lunan’s Newsagents 

Solutions 
 

With Collection/Donation boxes located in: 
 

Lunan’s Newsagents 
Pricecrackers 

 

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE 
 

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support. 
These methods ensure we get your full donation 
ELECTRONIC BANKING  (details on request) 

CASH or CHEQUE 
 

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply 
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice  

using the following email:  
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or 

www.paypal.me/AlythVoice 
 

PayPal  charge a small fee for this 
service which is deducted from  

your donation 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice 
 

 

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles 
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each 
month 
 

NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are 
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any 
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.  
 

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name 
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.  
On request, the name and address may be withheld from  
publication.  
 
Any submission without these details will NOT be included. 
 
It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles 
submitted could be in a separate document and in font  

Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.   
 
Please send pictures as separate attachments.  
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk   

mailto:advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

