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We’re back!
After our numbers decreased significantly before the summer break, the 1st Alyth guides have been welcomed back after the long break with many new (and old!) faces. Since starting back, the increase in numbers means that we can do much more with the girls, which is both exciting for them and us! We started the
new term with a pamper night, as part of their Glamorama Go for It, where the girls made their own face
masks and hair braids and painted their nails.
We are due to move into our new guide hut very soon which will be kitted out with everything that we need.
Being in the town hall means that we don’t have all the facilities that we require to bake, so one week we
decided to make no bake cakes! The girls made truffles and no bake cheesecakes using angel delight and
cream cheese which went down a treat!
After the October holidays the downstairs of
the Town Hall was transformed for our Halloween party (many thanks to Jean the hall
keeper) where everyone dressed up and we
had a night of dunking for apples, games
and food. We had a variety of costumes
this year including witches, ghosts and the
devil. The winners of best fancy dressed
were Rebecca Pollock and Jodi Henvey, as
judged by Kathleen Buist.

We tried a new Go For It at the start of November
called ‘Experiment.’ This was something different for
the girls and really got them thinking about science.
We tested the pH of many substances that can be
found around the house such as shampoo, orange
juice, mouth wash, honey, shower gel and much more!
The girls were surprised to find out that shampoo and
shower gel are acidic! We ended up with a rainbow of
the things we tested, showing us how much variety of
acid and alkali things there are around the house! We
also tried to defeat gravity by trying to make maltesers
float in the air, preserved apples by mummifying them
and created goo from cornstarch and water.
We had a visit from our District Commissioner Morag Ness and we enrolled our new guides with them saying their guide promise. Alison Young and
I also said our guide promise in front of the girls as part of our Leaders training.
1st Alyth Guides meet every Wedneday 6.30pm – 8.00pm in the downstairs of the Town Hall
Louise Murray (Assistant Leader in Training)

The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

Thanks from the Brownies
The 2nd Alyth Brownies and Guiders would like to say a massive thank you to everyone that supported our Coffee Morning and made it such a success. We raised
£917.10. This is an incredible amount and your support is greatly appreciated.
Thank you to the Brownies for providing the entertainment at our Coffee Morning and
also all for all their hard work throughout the year. Congratulations to Ailsa Kerr on
winning our "Most Promising Brownie" and to Katy Hogg on winning the "Brownie of
the Year".
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and all the
best for 2016.
Sheena Fotheringham
Guider
2nd Alyth Brownies

Halloween with the Scouts
Of the many sources of ideas for activities comes from the Scouts themselves. Patrick
West had gathered a fistful of ideas from them, and a complete change for us was a visit
to the Ice Rink in Dundee. We were “fortunate” enough to go to a “Disco Session”. Now
some of the Scouts were obviously well versed in this activity and a few of them pitched
up with their own skates, but by far the majority had absolutely no clue and the persistent
throb of the disco music drowned their cries of anguish and anxiety. But fortunate favour
the brave and within a short time, the confidence level had increased to the point they
were ready to compete for an Olympic medal …..well at least in their eyes!
There have been a few scary things at the Scout Hut, but few could compare to the Beavers or Cubs Halloween Night. What a fearsome sight there was, completely terrified me
witless – and that was just the Leaders. What delight our young charges showed in dressing up in the most bizarre costumes imaginable and taking such delight as to terrify all
assembled. The Leaders adapted games to suit the occasion and add to the horrific experience. One game involved each Cub coming up and with hands behind back having to eat a “severed finger” ( a piece of sponge cake covered in
strawberry flavoured juice) It was so messy that one of the Cubs voluntarily went and washed his face – the rest had to sent! Well done to all the
parents who went to the trouble of turning them all out so well, the Leaders for setting the parties up and the young people for entering into the
spirit of the venture with such enthusiasm. Such fun
As part of our fundraising for the German trip, Angela Maughan organised a pamper night in the Scout Hut which will add to the coffers for the trip
in July next year. My thanks to her and her team and all who turned up to support this event
The Scout Group took part in Remembrance Sunday with a parade to the church and then down to the war memorial. We always start of the march
down to the memorial, so tidily. Out goes the instruction to pick a number between one and three and stand in that order. Brilliant, they all get the
idea, and fall into pairs, but, by the time we get down to the bottom of the town, the numbering system has kinda fallen into disuse and a more liberal number employed and now we are taking up the entire width of the street. Well, I suppose we were never very good at numbers.
Forthcoming events
1. Bingo Tea, Thursday 3 December, Town Hall 7.00 for 7.30 start
2. Book Fest to be held in the Scout Hut during the Christmas Holidays
3. Group Executive meeting Wednesday 6 January 2016
4. Ceilidh , Town Hall 20 February 2016, fund raising event for German Trip
For up to date info, please visit our web site or facebook pages
On behalf of the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorer Scouts, may I extend our best wishes to all for the festive season and a prosperous 2016
Ron Kirkpatrick
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Alyth and District 50+ Club
Alyth and District 50+ Club had an exciting afternoon on 11th November in the form of a beetle drive. After much hilarity our prize winner was Jean
Sturrock, who also drew the bonniest beetle. Irene Cruickshanks getting the mug trophy. The photos show Jean with her "Trophies".
Finella Smith.
Secretary/Treasurer.

Musical Notes
Hannah Oosterhorn (16) from New Alyth is Alyth Musical Society’s
newest member. She has been living in New Alyth for 11 years with
her parents and younger brother and is at present studying for her
Highers in Drama and Music at St John’s Academy and is hoping to
be in their Christmas Show.
Hannah has also been awarded Honours or Distinctions in Ballet exams and medals and has just started adding Contemporary Dance to
her list of talents. She takes singing lessons and also plays the Viola.
AMS are delighted to welcome such a versatile young actress to the
cast for Blitz!. Hannah will be playing Carol, Mrs Bliztein’s daughter
opposite Graeme Thomson who plays Georgie Locke. Alfred Locke,
George’s Dad, played by Ron Kirkpatrick, is described as an
‘undersized Cockney widower’!
Hannah’s previous stage performances have been with Scraphappy (ages 6 till 10) and with Perth Youth Theatre from age 13 till now and she has
also taken part in short courses at the Conservatoire in Glasgow where she hopes to study in the future.
Alyth Musical Society would like to thank Alyth Folk once again for supporting their fund raising Beetle Drive and Christmas Concert. Blitz! will be
presented April 19th to 23rd 2016 in the Town Hall.

Alyth Film Club
Winter Showings at the Ogilvy Rooms.
Sunday 20th December
Our Festive Film will be Irving Berlin’s timeless classic, White Christmas starring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye,
Rosemary Clooney and Vera Ellen.
This special performance is in aid of Alyth’s new Development Trust and we will be serving refreshments
including mince pies and mulled wine.
We would like to ask for a minimum donation at the door of £5.00 and all proceeds will go towards the Development Trust.
Bring your Santa hats and be ready to sing along! Doors 7.15pm
“May your days be merry and bright” until then!
Please note that there will be no film club in January. Our next showing will be Sunday 21 st February
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Charity Number: SC028987

Newsletter: Winter 2015
Remembrance Sunday
Thank you to all who were involved in the Church service and the parade to the War Memorial. Our special thanks as always to: Rev.
Mike Erskine, Mrs Morag Thomson and friends who prepared the church in such a fitting and poignant display; our bugler Clair Annan
and the entire Alyth & District Pipe Band.
Thank you all.

2015 Festival of Remembrance
Saturday 31st October 2015
Owing to a change of date and the ticketing arrangements for this year’s event, a much smaller number than in previous years attended the Festival. This was a great disappointment to the Branch and we will look into trying to improve planning and ticketing for next
year.

Branch Annual General Meeting
The 2015 Branch AGM will be held on Thursday 14th January 2016
In Airlie Street Lounge commencing at 19.30
All current members and those wishing to become members are warmly invited to attend. Memberships for new and existing members
can be made on the night. Please join us.
Full Membership is open to all Ex Service personnel and Associate membership is open to all others.
The branch has again held down the cost of Membership to £10.00. We hope this will encourage both ongoing and new members to
join.
We welcome everyone to join our Branch.

2015 Memberships
Membership fees are now due and Committee members will commence visiting members in November. If you wish to join or rejoin,
please approach your Committee Members who can issue memberships from November onwards. Contact the Secretary; Mr. Garry
Mitchell by leaving your name, address and contact telephone number at: 01828 633255 and he will arrange for a Committee Member to
visit you. Alternatively please come along to our AGM – details above.
Coffee Morning
The Branch held a very successful Coffee Morning in August and the sum of £642.64 was raised. Thank you to everyone who attended, contributed or assisted. We are most grateful.
Poppy Scotland
Donations made to the collection tins placed around the town and from the retiring collection in the church on Remembrance Sunday
raised the fantastic total of £1,076 to be sent to Poppy Scotland. This is a fantastic figure and we would like to thank all those who
contributed. As you know, all of the money raised in Scotland remains in Scotland and Alyth Branch is proud to support Legion Scotland and Poppy Scotland by collecting this money. Thank you.
“We Will Remember Them”
Garry Mitchell
Branch Chairman & Secretary
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*~*~* ALYTH Dates for Your Diary *~*~*

Useful Telephone Numbers
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601
8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

DECEMBER
3rd
Carols and Christmas
Fayre
3rd
Bingo Tea
12th
Coffee Morning
13th
Christmas Concert
14th
First Christmas Lunch
20th
21st

JANUARY
4th
First Meeting of 2016
(Exercise Group)
11th
Lunch
23rd
25th

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service, send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
(24 hour answering machine)

Advertising:

Distribution:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:

Town Hall
Alyth Christmas Lights
Alyth Parish Church
Alyth Senior Citizens`
Lunch and Socialising Club
Ogilvy Rooms
Alyth Senior Citizens`
Lunch and Socialising Club
Alyth Senior Citizens`
Lunch and Socialising Club
Alyth Senior Citizens`
Lunch and Socialising Club
Alyth Parish Church
Alyth Senior Citizens`
Lunch and Socialising Club
Alyth Parish Church

FOR ALL EVENTS CHECK ONLINE www.alythvoice.co.uk

Community Nurse: 01828 632425
Health Visitor: 01828 633 954
After Hours
- NHS24 tel: 111
Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm
Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am
Blood Clinic by appt - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

Compositors:

Coffee Morning
Lunch

FEBUARY
4th
Talk on Alaska by Rudi
Gruneberg

NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Main Health Centre Number: 01828 632 317
Repeat Prescription Line: 01828 633 663

Editor:

Alyth Film Club showing
of White Christmas
Second Christmas Lunch

Alyth Parish Church Guild.

- VOICE TEASER Voice Teaser for November:
Identify the next two numbers in this Sequence ?
101, 112, 131, 415, 161, 718, ???, ???
Answer:
192, 021
Voice Teaser for December:
The following are the first letters of the first few words of popular Christmas carols. Can you guess which seven carols they are from?

ALYTH VOICE TEAM
Paul Ramsay - 01828 632 992
editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Catriona Ronald
copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Daniel Channon
Pamela Luscombe—01828 633693
(between 9am and 3pm only please)
advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - 07522562679
delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Michael Kay - 01828 632 690
accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Derek Todd - web@alythvoice.co.uk

RTRNRHAVSN
HCSCHCSCRDSCL
JBJBJATWOWFIITR
WWYAMCWWYAMC
FTSWAJHSWACPAABN
HTHASGTTNBK
SNHNAICAIB

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice
In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles for
publication are submitted before the 19th day of each month NOTE:
Views expressed (inc. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are not necessarily those
of the team nor can they accept any responsibility for accuracy and
spelling of any article. Please note ALL articles must be
accompanied with a name and address BEFORE they will be published
in the Voice. On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication. Any submission without these details will NOT be included.
It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles submitted
could be in a separate document and in font Arial Narrow, 10pt with
titles Arial, 12pt and bold. Please send pictures as separate attachments.

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts for
publication are submitted before the 14th day of each month
It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all changes
before the dead line of the14th. Changes, adverts received after this
date will not be included. The Voice can no longer call/visit on advertisers. Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if no
further amendments are received. Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
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For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784
19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

Blacksmith, Welder & Fabricator
Gates and Rails made, erected and repaired
All fabrication and farm work undertaken

Tel: 01828 632948
Mobile: 07957 766546

A. STRACHAN
FENCING

Mollison Construction
all construction catered for foundation and drainage works,
utilities laying, concrete works,
slabbing, kerbing, mono blocking,
site layouts and preparation works.
also available, mini-digger hire with
self drive or with operator
FREE ESTIMATES
Derek Mollison
01828 633 742 / 07745 449 331
derek.mollison@btinternet.com

CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

A&J

JOINERY

P.V.C. WINDOWS, DOORS, WET WALL
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS
LAMINATE FLOORING

AW JOINERY
For all your joinery services:
Home Improvements
Fitted Kitchens
Timber Decking
Solid Laminate Floors
01250 870 693
07876 133 342
www.aw-joinery.com

No job too small
All types of joinery work carried out

T: 01828 632 581 M: 07597 114 868

Jimmy Christison
Joinery and all types of
maintenance
Over 40 years experience

Newtyle 01828 650371
07732321901
Email:

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

jimmychristison@btinternet.com

TOSH TILING SERVICES
CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK
FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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Need Something Moved ?
Van with driver for hire.
Single items, half day/full day,
regular or contract work.
2 Strathmore Terrace, Alyth
Phone Graham Davie
07850 580 222

Netherton Framing
Your local, friendly Picture Framer
near Strathmore Golf Centre
Opening hours:

Classic
Restorations
Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire
Phone: 01828 633293
Mobile: 07885 316689
Fax:
01828 632529

Mechanical
Electrical
Panel Work
 Ashframe repairs
 Paintwork
 Interior Trim




Mon: 10am – 6pm
Thurs: 10am – 6pm
Fri: 10am – 6pm
Or at a time that suits you better by
calling Caroline
Netherton, Alyth PH11 8LT

Jaguar XK140 Roadster
Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen

Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk
www.classicrestorations.co.uk

info@nethertonframing.com
Netherton Framing on Facebook

07761 267 559

Willow Wood Burners
Log burning is a cheap and
carbon neutral energy.
Wood Burners and flue systems installed.
Hearth and stove surroundings formed from
contemporary to traditional.
Log stores formed, flues swept &
stoves maintained.
Call Arnold White

Tel: 01828 632467/07736248718

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
E.C.A. Registered and Approved

Stewart MacDonald
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Telephone 01828 632 995

IAN BROGAN
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS
Washing machines, Dishwashers,
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners

Telephone 01250 872225
or 07801704997

WINDOW CLEANING.
Licensed and Insured.
Domestic and Commercial.
Town and Country.

For free quotation

Call Alistair Thomson
01250 876435 / 07522 661 006.

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

4.30pm - 9.00pm
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We are now located at
34 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ,
(beside the Jet Garage). 01250 874598
FREE MEASURES FREE DELIVERY

We stock carpets from £5.99, various in stock
3m wide vinyls from £9.99.
We have 20+ rolls of in stock carpet,
ready for prompt fitting.
£20 VOUCHER, OFF ANY SALES OVER £250,
WITH THIS ADVERT, AT TIME OF ORDERING

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

RENDEZVOUS
**HAIRDRESSER**

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Open Tues - Sat
Gift Vouchers Available

J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975










All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES







Exterior and interior plaster
work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial
work
All work carried out by fully
Qualified professionals and
finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661
mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

WOODLAND & GARDEN
Plan - Design - Build - Maintain

C ommunity
treeC ycle
Alyth, 0758 0778 700
c l i v e @ c o m m u n i t yt r e e c y c l e. c o . u k
Garden design, construction & maintenance,
tree surgery, woodland management, bespoke
garden features, signs and furniture

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

For Sale
Contact by Telephone
01828 632986

I&D Insurance Services
Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be
there when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

C Max
Garden Services Alyth
22 years experience

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting,
tree & plant pruning and shaping, border
maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all
types), slabbing & block paving,
landscaping, turfing & grass seeding,
driveways & patio power washing.

For Wills

From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.

16 Airlie Street Alyth
01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

01250 874441
28 Wellmeadow,
Blairgowrie.
Regain your Vitality
with Kinesiology
Contact: Liz Jenkins KFRP
on 01828 632141
or liz.jenkins@live.co.uk
3 in 1 Concepts Kinesiology Federation
Registered Practitioner

Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

All aspects undertaken

One to One Consultations
ALBA LOGISTICS

Johnston Groundworks,

DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773
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www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

PriceKrackers
your local Premier Store
10/12 Commercial Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AF
Telephone 01828 632321
Open 7 Days a week
Mon - Sat 6:30am to 7:30pm
Sunday 7.:30am to 6:30pm
Get your Christmas Cards/
Wrapping Paper etc All in Store Now
Boxes Chocolates/Selection Boxes
All at Bargain Prices. Wide range of
greeting Cards and Gift Wrap plus
Picture Frames/ornaments
in Store now
Paper delivery also available
Rollover Hot Dogs/Coffee & Hot
Chocolate/Hot pies available
Fresh fruit & Veg also available
Morning rolls 20p each/Kingsmill
50/50 £1 Milk1.5 Litre £1
Many many more offers in store
OPEN RIGHT THROUGH THE
FESTIVE PERIOD

Meigle receives community payback from the Unpaid Work Team

Perth & Kinross Council's Unpaid Work Team has recently been 'paying back' the community of Meigle by carrying out work for the
benefit of pupils, parents and teachers at the local primary school. Over the summer and October holidays the Team painted the
school railings, general purpose room and dining hall and varnished the school's storage cupboards.
The children were very grateful for the improvements made to their school and wrote letters of thanks to the Community Payback Supervisor to
show their appreciation for the spruce up their school received.
Community priorities
Vice Convener of Perth & Kinross Council's Community Safety Committee Councillor Elspeth Maclachlan commented:
"Perth & Kinross Council's Unpaid Work Team works in partnership with a wide range of community groups and the jobs they undertake are
driven by community priorities. The overall aim of the initiative is to contribute to a reduction in re-offending through the offenders' development
of new skills which increase employment opportunities, improve self-esteem and enhance social inclusion.
"It gives offenders the opportunity to pay back for their offences and make a difference in the community. As well as the painting work carried
out in and around Meigle Primary School the Team is also available to carry out tasks such as ground clearance work; gardening and landscaping projects; environmental work; recycling projects; improving park and community facilities and really anything else that would be of benefit to
the community."
Engaging services
Anyone interested in engaging the services of the Unpaid Work Team, (which are free of charge), to carry out tasks for the benefit of the community should complete an application form which can be obtained by telephoning 01738 445793 or 472564 or by e-mailingcjs@pkc.gov.uk

Winter 2015
A mat of dead leaves carpets the ground: yellow, brown, black. Micro organisms of various kinds are consuming them. Soon most will have decayed and gone, depending on their species: willows first, oak and beech last. The atoms that made up those leaves will be taken up by other life
forms and assume their new positions in the unending cycle of life, death and rebirth. In the meantime the mist is down and a grey smirr falls. I pull
on my waterproof's zip and tighten the collar against the damp.
November is the season of the dead. All Saints, All Souls': these feast days of the Christian calendar are past, as are the Halloween (Oidhche
Shamhna) of the Celts and the Remembrance Sunday of our twentieth and now twenty-first century wars and conflicts: not to speak of the recent
tragedy in Paris.
Autumn has brought the grey geese back to our skies. I listen attentively to learn whether they are greylags or pink feet. Sometimes a family of
Canada geese flies heavily overhead. 'There goes my Christmas dinner', said Chris to me one day as we stood and watched the birds fly over.
In the meantime there are dippers on the beaver ponds at Bamff. I watch them as they hunt the water for invertebrates and dip, dip, dip from exposed branches that the beavers have dropped into the pools. Further west on the burn I put up a wisp of snipe one day. The birds whirled into the
sky and disappeared behind the ice house wood before I could get a good count of them: twelve, I thought, but I was excited to see them back on
the piece of flooded field that gave a similar flock living space last winter.
A sunny morning! Fieldfares, newly arrived from Scandinavia, are crackling away in a beech tree as I walk past. That dipper is bobbing on a stick
and then, whoosh! He is gone. The next time I see the bird it is spinning dervish like in a shallow part of the pool. Some moments pass and I see
that it is holding something in its bill. Back out of the water and standing on a branch the bird is still for a moment, taking time to swallow that morsel. I walk on and the dipper speeds over to another part of the pool.
By the time you read this it will be Advent. Choirs throughout the country will sing 'Wachet Auf', (Sleepers Awake), JS Bach's wonderful cantata,
written for the Advent of 1731 and people will prepare for Christmas, or Yule.
I hope that other sleepers will awake and that the Climate Talks in Paris, on which so much depends, will be fruitful.
Paul Ramsay
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Alyth Community Council Notes for 28th October Meeting
The meeting, held at the hall at the rear of Alyth Parish Church, was one of the busiest so far this year.
The members welcomed a guest, representing 2 elderly ladies living in Parkside Road who are wishing to have a tree outside their houses felled.
They are concerned over the amount of light it cuts out and believe there is a root under the properties. Checks by the PKC Arboriculture Officer
does not agree, based on his own inspection and enquiries made by
Barbara & Paul. PKC have offered a compromise of taking one third off the crown which will increase light and reduce the amount of leaves and
blossom to be removed from the ladies lawns and paths. He also said that our guest plans to cut the root back to the council line would destabilise
the tree and make it more likely to fall. CC voted 4 to 3 to save the tree.
There was no police present but Amanda read appropriate snippets from the latest bulletin. Call 101 for non-emergency calls, please ask for Blairgowrie Office. 999 is still used for emergency calls
Paul Hendy of the Scottish Flood Forum gave an update of the post-flood situation. He said that most of the flood victims would be back in their
homes by Christmas. CC members knew of a few people who would be mid January at the earliest.
PH said this was because insurance companies and builders were doing their best but some would always take longer.
The Alyth Hotel might not reopen until Late Feb. He then suggested some of the Flood Fund be used for a victims children’s
Christmas Party, saying this has been done elsewhere. The CC agreed this would cheer folk up and would be considered.
Rachel Wallace said she had been approached about a plaque recording the flood which could mark the max flood level in the town, PH said this is
also common elsewhere. Funds are still arriving but are being claimed by new applicants.
Amanda Blakeman said she had had comments about the orange copings on the burn wall. Paul P said he would enquire of the masons and report.
The election of a new Secretary to replace Clare Cooper was deferred as the person who had expressed interest was not present.
Citizen of the Year – Several local people had approached CC members about the CotY award going to the town as a whole. Barbara pointed out
that there are duties such as light switching and window judging all through the year. Therefore we will need individual winners and perhaps the
Group Award could go to the town.
Barbara gave a brief update on the wind farms being planned in our area. She said we should fight for compensation due to the fact that all construction traffic has to pass through our wee town. She will be sending in a report to planning at PKC asap.
RW gave an update on the bins in the Square and surrounding space. She said that a new combined rubbish/dog mess bin has been placed outside Price Krackers, it has the PKC crest displayed. She suggested a meet to decide on locations for others. She also spoke about the town’s toilet
problem. Cafe in the Square are happy to share their toilet but are worried about vandalism, and limited opening hours are a problem, it is not fully
disabled friendly. CC will discuss more fully next meeting.
The Treasurer gave a short report, it seems we have some cash available for funding Micro Grant applications and the bank has finally completed
the name changes and Steve now has fully banking access.
The Regeneration report was deferred until next meeting.
There is a vacancy of the Drumderg Fund Panel. Brett Antonson said he would attend the next meeting then decide if he would take up the vacancy.
Cllr Ian Miller had been approached by the Alyth Amateur Football Club re a micro grant for the marking of the white lines for their pitch which costs
around £600 per year. CC suggested they could apply for a partial grant (£300) then fund raise for the balance.

ALYTH PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
The Club has had a busy year, with lots of interesting meetings, days out, slide shows and projects. Practical evenings included how to make and
use reflectors, accessories & kit night, tutorial on mist and snow photography: slide shows included “Gates & Signs”, All Things Easter project, A-Z
interpreted in different ways and a Scavenger Hunt in photos, to name a few.
For the first time since the Club began, we had a summer break and had three days out during that time: the Alyth Show, boat trip to the Isle of
May and a day out to Drummond Castle near Crieff. We recently entered a competition as one of the clubs in the Perthshire Photographic Alliance,
held at the Civil Service club in Perth. Some of our entries gained good marks and we took on board the judge’s comments and constructive criticism – it was an excellent and interesting exercise for improving our photography. Our Club is hosting next year’s competition in October.
Our new programme includes some different and interesting subjects/projects including astro/star photography, a talk on lenses, computer skills
nights and a games evening.
New members are always welcome – we are pleased to have two new members join recently. Come along to three meetings before you decide!
Mondays in the Thistle Lounge of the Airlie Street Bar, 7.00 pm. Some meetings are held in the Scout Hut and we are breaking for Christmas and
New Year from 21st December, back on 11th January. Please ring Jenny on 01828 632201 to check.
Jenny Scott
Secretary
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KEEP CALM
AND
SHINE ON
SCOTT’S MOBILE CAR VALET
Mini Valets from £35
Full Valets from £50

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH

Do you have stiff neck and shoulders?
Do you suffer from lower back pain?
Would you like to flatten your abs?

Telephone: 01828 633363

Strathmore

Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Full interior valets from £35
Full exterior valets from £35
Tel 07715039215 / 01828 650728

DAVIDSONS CHEMIST
9 Airlie St, Alyth

Tel 01828 632302

New Range of Jewellery
PRESCRIPTIONS DISPENSED

Minor ailment service and advice
always available from your
local pharmacist

Handy Hubby 2 Hire
GORDON M KIDD

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite,
TV, Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com
T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

Try Pilates classes with

All ages and abilities welcome
Classes: £42 per 6 wk block, inc induction
Ante / post natal Mon 19:00 – 20:00
Multi-level Mon 20:00 – 21:00
Ante / post natal Tues 09:45 – 10:45
Multi-level Tues 11:00 – 12:00
Multi-level Thurs 11:00 – 12:00
Greengairs Health & Fitness, Rattray, PH10 7HE
Blairgowrie Physiotherapy clinic, PH10 6ET
Contact: 07730 413674 or Jo@leitfie.com
Strathmore Realistic Pilates. Website to follow
egular classes make you stronger, more mobile and flexible
and help with balance and posture

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS

Enjoy a professional treatment in
warm relaxing surroundings with a
personal touch day/evening
appointments to suit
Nouveau lash extensions & express
lashes.
Full range of waxing
Fabulous Facials
Eye treatments incl Tinting & Perming
Heavenly Bodies Spray Tanning
Make-Up
Manicure/Pedicures
Shellac
Minx
L.V.L Lashes
Body Massage
Packages Available
Gift Vouchers
Call anytime for more information or call in.

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”, Meigle Blairgowrie,
PH12 8RN

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Denwell Driveways &
Landscaping
Barry McLean 01828 633215 /
07738181237

Concrete
Gravelling
Decking
Fencing
Digger Work
Powerwashing
Dung supply
& delivery
Man with a Van

Monoblock
Slabbing
Grasscutting/
Garden Work
Turfing
Chainsaw work
Odd jobs
Skip/Quarry runs
Digger hire from
April 2014

‘Local, friendly, trustworthy and
reliable service’

Ian Miller - Your Local Councillor for the Strathmore Area
Surgery: Alyth Town Hall (Old Chambers) on 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm
Tel: P&K Council 01738 475018 (8:45am-5:00pm) or Home 01250 873304
Email: imiller@pkc.gov.uk
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic

New Business

Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

The Stables
Bed & Breakfast

 Nail Cutting
 Callus’ or Corns
 Fungal Infections or

T.V., En-Suite

Athletes Foot
 In-growing Toenails
For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:
Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

Kirkmichael

Minstrels
by
William Wordsworth
The minstrels played their Christmas
tune
To-night beneath my cottage-eaves;
While, smitten by a lofty moon,
The encircling laurels, thick with leaves,
Gave back a rich and dazzling sheen,
That overpowered their natural green.

01250 881731 / 07745593673
Through hill and valley every breeze
Had sunk to rest with folded wings:
Keen was the air, but could not freeze,
Nor check, the music of the strings;
So stout and hardy were the band
That scraped the chords with strenuous
hand.

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840








Put yourself in the safe reliable hands of THE
ONLY Chartered Physiotherapist in Blairgowrie
& the Surrounding Areas
Treatment for all muscle & joint pain.
Treatment of back, & neck pain.
Rehabilitation from Surgery, injury, illness or
neurological impairment & mobility

And who but listened?-till was paid
Respect to every inmate's claim,
The greeting given, the music played
In honour of each household name,
Duly pronounced with lusty call,
And 'Merry Christmas' wished to all

Sports Injury & Sports Specific Rehabilitation
from acute Injury to competition/match fit.
Sports specific screening & injury prevention.

Tel:01250 870062
www.blairgowriephysiotherapy.co.uk
1 High Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6ET

PILATES
Mat Classes and 1 to 1 Classes
St Catharine's Community Centre,
Blairgowrie

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings
Pilates is a corrective form of
exercise, targeting the deep postural
muscles that support the spine and
lower back, building strength from the
inside out. The aim is to achieve a
balance between strength and
flexibility and plays a key role in injury
prevention and rehabilitation.
For details of class times and prices
Tel: Julie 07963 088 112
(Body Control Pilates and Reps Member)

Mistletoe by Walter de la Mare
Sitting under the mistletoe
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe),
One last candle burning low,
All the sleepy dancers gone,
Just one candle burning on,
Shadows lurking everywhere:
Some one came, and kissed me there.
Tired I was; my head would go
Nodding under the mistletoe
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe),
No footsteps came, no voice, but only,
Just as I sat there, sleepy, lonely,
Stooped in the still and shadowy air
Lips unseen - and kissed me there.

julesbpilates@yahoo.co.uk

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 35 Perth Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6DL
Tel. 01250 876576 Fax. 01250 876991

email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday. Evening Service at 6.00pm on First Sunday of each
month. (Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms. New recruits are always most
welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Creche is
available for children under three).
~~~
Prayer Group.
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).
~~~
The Guild. (Meetings held in the Lower Hall at
2.00pm).
3rd December – Carols and Christmas Fayre.
4th Febuary - Talk on Alaska by Rudi Gruneberg
~~~
The Church Choir.
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
Special Dates.
13th December – Concert with our own Choir
and the Parish of Dunkeld Handbell Ringers –
7.00pm.
20th December – Christmas Bereavement
Service (Refreshments afterwards) – 2.30pm.
20th December – Service of Lessons and Carols - 6.00pm.
Christmas Eve – Nativity at 6.00pm.
Watchnight Service at 11.30pm (Carol singing
from 11.00pm)
Christmas Day – Morning Service at 11.00am.
3rd January – Morning Worship – Holy Communion will be celebrated at this service –
11.00am
23rd January – Men in Kilts` - Coffee Morning –
Airlie Street Hall – 10.00am.
FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT
see ‘Local Services’
Open Sundays 2-4pm
(Easter till Remembrance)
Tel: 01828 633 045

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Saturdays
6.30pm
St Mary's,
Dundee Rd.
Coupar Angus

Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Weekday Mass
telephone
01250 872 171
or visit

Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

www.ststephensblair.co.uk

After each Sunday Morning service the beautiful arrangements of Flowers that have
adorned the Church are distributed to Families who have been recently bereaved, to
those who are sick in Hospital or in their own
Home and to anyone else considered to be in
need of some comfort.
This service is provided by a group of dedicated people who give of their time every
Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any
way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson on
01828 632 151. Your help will both valued
and much appreciated by many.

Soft Tennis
ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES
ALL ARE WELCOME

Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

Every Wednesday Morning
10.30 – 11.30
Airlie Street Hall Cost £2.00 per session
Never played before? Come and have a
FREE trial session.
Spare racquets available. Just turn up
or ring May (633530) or Pat (633400) for
more information.

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

December
6th 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
13th 11am Sung Eucharist
20th 11am Sung Eucharist
6pm Joint Carol Service
25th 9.45am Sung Eucharist
27th 10.30am Joint Service
January
3rd 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
10th 11am Sung Eucharist
17th 11am Sung Eucharist
24th 11am Sung Eucharist
31st 10.30am Joint Service St Catharine’s, Blairgowrie

Home Safety Check—
Angus Care and Repair
Recent statistics released by the Information Services Division – NHS.:
In 2012 / 2013 there was an 18% increase in hospital admissions in Angus
for people aged over 65 years of age, due
to home injury.
As you will be aware, we can carry out a
home safety check for older or disabled
people, free of charge.

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
We now have a Facebook page
www.facebook.com/AlythFHP

Alyth Parish Church –
Flower Group.

I would ask you to remind people of this
service in order that we can try to eliminate as many of the environmental hazards as possible.
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MAILING LIST
Our continued challenge to ensure the future of a
free Alyth Voice, has led to implementing a
charge for postal Voices. An annual charge of
£21 will apply to all UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of
producing the Voice.
To get your Voice by post, send to
Mike Kay, 15 Airlie Street, Alyth,
PH11 8AH.
We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the
page every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you don’t need to join Facebook, just follow
the link on the Voice website. The main advantage of having a Facebook presence is the
real-time ability to circulate information instantly.
It’s worth a look...
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice/188758381152091

DONATIONS
Thank you to everyone who has donated recently
to the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps
ensure the Voice remains free to every household. There are 3 ways to donate:

1.
2.
3.

Collection Tins in shops,
Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using
the secure
PayPal system.

Please support your Voice today.

Alyth Voice
Annual General Meeting
On Tuesday 10th November 2015 at The Thistle Lounge, Airlie
Street, Alyth at 7:30pm
1.
Mr Paul Ramsey, Editor/Chairman welcomed the committee to the
meeting.
Present: Mr Paul Ramsey (chair) Ms Catriona Ronald (compositor),
Mr Daniel Channon (compositor), Mr Michael Kay (Treasurer), Ms
Pamela Luscombe (Advertiser), Barbara and Paul Prettyman
(distribution), Alistair Scrimgeour (distribution)
2.
Apologies. B. Kidd and Ryan Mollison
3.
No minutes from previous meeting
4.
Editor/Chairmans Report. (Separate on this page)
5.
Treasurers Report (Separate on this page) Proposed by Paul Prettyman and seconded by Catriona Ronald
6.
Distributions Report. Communication has played a vital part in the
distribution. Voices left at a distribution point due to Voiceteer not
advising they had stopped delivering. This was rectified. The town
pulled together during the floods. PriceKrackers is a main distribution
point. While they were closed due to the floods M.M. Ferguson took
over the distribution point. Voices being delivered by post are reducing, largely due to the £21 annual cost. All in all a quiet report from
distribution. Thanks was extended to the Voiceteers. Thanks also to
Alistair for his help and taking over the distribution post. Paul and
Barbara Prettyman are retiring from their role as distribution after 15
years.
7.
A.O.C.B
Thank you extended to Paul and Barbara Prettyman for their time
served as the distribution team. They will continue with their round.
Alistair Scrimgeour is taking over after working alongside for the last
3 years.

Post Voice AGM—PLEA FOR HELP!
Despite the AGM being advertised, it was a bit disappointing
that no one from the community came along.
In the past year, we have indicated the precarious financial
position of the Voice and we continue to look for ways to
keep the finances going.

Chairman’s Report
Here we are at the end of another year for the 'Alyth Voice'.
I hope you will agree with me that the 'Voice' has been going
from strength to strength in terms of its presentation and
published content. I say that with some reservations as a
long standing contributor myself but, leaving my own contributions out of consideration, I believe that to be the case.
The Voice depends on advertisers for its funding, so our
financial position reflects the local economy and this continues to feel pinched. This means that we have found ourselves sailing with less freeboard than usual. In the past we
reckoned to have at least the cost of the next number of the
Voice in our bank account. That is no longer the case.
That is why we asked for financial support from the community earlier this year. Our appeal was answered most generously by Rex Last, a retired academic who lives in New
Alyth. We are grateful for his support in the form of royalties
from his book of malapropisms 'She smokes like a Fish'. This
highly entertaining book can be bought from Amazon. I urge
you all to buy a copy. Recently we received an anonymous
donation of £100, for which we are extremely grateful. A
coffee morning is to be held on 9th April 2016 which, I hope,
will give a boost to our accounts.
Fund raising is an important activity, of course, but direct
support to your team is increasingly vital. Barbara and Paul
Prettyman, so long the leaders of the Voiceteers, through
whom the 'Voice' reaches many of its readers, have withdrawn from our team. As you will know, Barbara has become
chair of the Community council, so she has a whole new list
of demands on her time.
We owe Paul and Barbara a debt of gratitude for all the time
they have spent arranging for the distribution of the 'Voice'
through Alyth and further afield, and of course there are the
stalwart efforts of the Voiceteers.
Luckily Alasdair Scrimgeour is still with us and I wish him
every success in his part in the distribution of the Voice.

Not only do we need finances, but we also needs volunteers
who can help spread the load of the work required to produce
the Voice. Many on the committee have been on it for years
and given much time and effort to ensuring the community
continue to have the Voice. This year, 2 of the committee
stalwarts stood down after many years service. The need for
new volunteers is an ongoing issue—the Voice will not continue if more people do not come forward to help and support
it with their time and effort. There are currently no back-ups
for some of the roles on the Voice team and these are urgently
required.

I mentioned that I thought that the Voice had continued to
improve in presentation. This is all to do with Catriona
Ronald, who manages to produce the newsletter as well as
working and studying, and Daniel Channon, who has been
her stalwart understudy. Catriona has been with us for some
years now and we all feel that she needs more support. We
are looking for offers of help in the production of the Voice,
especially in the lay out of advertisements.

We are in particular need of people to:

Help with organising and setting up the adverts

Take responsibility for the composition and management of the main mailbox

Fund raise

Help manage the Facebook page

As usual we are grateful to Michael Kay, our excellent honorary treasurer. Nor should I forget to thank Derek Todd, host
of our meetings, reminder of those meetings, and our webmaster.

The Facebook page, too, could do with assistance. Pamela
works at it, but would like help in its production.

Finally, I should like to thank you, our readers and advertisers, without whom we should not exist.

If you are able to help with any of these (or any other!) roles,
please contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.

Paul Ramsey

Thank you in fond anticipation . . . . . Catriona.
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Treasurer’s Report
2014 /2015 has been a reasonably successful year for the Alyth
Voice. The Voice has continued with all editions being 32 pages with
all editions having 8 colour pages compared with five 28 page editions and six 32 page editions in the year 2013/2014.
The year the balance sheet started with total cash to hand sum of £
3,323.11 and finished the year with a total cash sum to hand of £
1,740.56 with all accounts paid a decrease on a carry forward balance of £ 1,490.55.
Printing costs of the Alyth Voice this past year were £ 16,483.00
compared with £ 16,596.00 the previous year—a decrease of £ 113.
00 due mainly due an appeal to printer to reduce their costs. Adverts
over the year dropped by £ 467.00. Collection boxes raised £ 56.80
more and other donations dropped by £ 164.82 Other expenditure
has more or less been very even—income in total dropped by approximately £1,000.00. expenditure increased by £ 491.81.
My thanks are expressed to Mrs Pamela Luscombe and Mr. Derek
Todd for all their advertising collating skills and invoicing data and
printing for the Voice Team
My accounting would be so much easier if all advertisers would pay
their invoices in the month due.
My thanks also to Mr. John Gordon for auditing the accounts for the
year 2014/2015.
My thanks must be expressed to all the Alyth Voice Editorial Team
for their help and assistance over the last year.

Don’t have access to email?
It’s free in the Airlie Street Library

THE CHRISTMAS WINDOW COMPETITION
ALYTH & DISTRICT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION once again are
sponsoring a window dressing competition for all businesses in Alyth
to take part in.
It is intended that the judging will be held over the Festive Period,
hopefully between the 7th and 12th of December, by the Alyth Citizen
of the Year 2015 and the Young Citizen of the Year 2015.
The standard of exhibits over the last seventeen years has been excellent, and it is hoped that this year the businesses will do their utmost to assist in helping to bring Christmas cheer to Alyth for the enjoyment of all. Let’s make the Christmas Windows in Alyth the best in
Perthshire if not Scotland and also it will make the judge’s task a really difficult undertaking.
The Christmas Window Competition Shield will be presented to the
winner along with certificates for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place.

Mike Kay

Michael Kay Secretary/Treasurer for ADBA

Dear Voice Readers,
Ahead of next week’s meeting of the Alyth Community Council this
is to advise you all that I intend to retire as of the Wednesday 25th
of November’s meeting.

Coffee morning Thanks
We would like to thank everyone who donated,
helped out on the day and came along to support us
on Saturday 31st October.

I have been “holding the fort” for several of the thirteen years of my
time on the ACC. My time on the CC has been a privilege and I am
proud to have represented my community – particularly during this
latest phase, with the flood and its aftermath.

After costs, we raised a massive £581.40.
All proceeds will go towards supporting those with
Autism across Perthshire

I thank you for your support during my tenure. I have endeavoured
to apply fairness and honesty at all times.
I wish you good luck for the future, for the CC and for your own
lives.
Paul has also decided to step down. He has been on a self appointed trial at the CC and now feels it is not for him.

Charity No: SC040905

In an attempt to take up and enjoy some of our hobbies again we
have found it necessary to step back not only from the Community
Council but also from the Voice.
We have organised the distribution side of things almost from day
one and now feel it
is time to pass the reins to Alistair Scrimgeour who has worked with
us for 3 years now. Please give him the same support that we have
been shown.

ALYTH LITERARY SOCIETY

Regards

The last meeting of 2015 will be on 1st December when Matthew
Jarron, Museum Curator, Dundee University will present his illustrated
talk on “D’Arcy Thompson and his Zoology Museum”. The first meeting of 2016 will be on 19th January and is an illustrated talk by Malcolm Archibald from Elgin on the history of Scottish whaling entitled “A
Wild and Rough Lot”.

Paul & Barbara Prettyman

All meetings take place in the Ogilvy Rooms, Commercial Street and
commence at 7.30pm.
Annual membership of the Society is £8 and for non-members there is
a charge of £2 per meeting. All welcome.
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Environmental Concern

Thanks

I read with interest and some surprise, the the article by Les Wallace
from “ Westquarter Wildlife Group”. There is no harm in leaving rooting wood etc. in the undergrowth for the beasties to enjoy. However
this does not apply to burns, rivers, and waterways which must be
kept clear. This should have been pointed out in the article. With
Alyth people still trying to clear up after the flood caused by a build up
of logs, branches,and goodness knows what else , in the Alyth Burn. I
would have thought that these” Environmental Beastie lovers “could
have given more thought to their words while writing this article. Mary Conacher Beech Cottage, Balgowan Place, New Alyth .
PH11 8NQ
phone 01828632168

Thank you to everyone that attended or donated to Alyth & District
Pipe Bands Ceilidh on 24th Oct, we raised £600 for band funds which
will help us enter competitions, get a bus to the competition or just
help us buy replacement items for players.

THANK YOU
The Alyth Church Guild wish to thank everyone who volunteered
their help, who gave donations and to all who came to our coffee
morning on Saturday 21 November 2015. Through everyone’s generosity we raised the fantastic sum of £1, 092.

Coffee Morning Thanks
Many thanks to everyone that came along and supported the Alyth
Bowling & Tennis Club Coffee Morning on 24th October. We raised
the grand total of £645. Your support is greatly appreciated.

ALYTH
Large Office and storeroom for sale,
with planning permission for flat
Phone 01818 634166

Youth Club 1: 9years-1st year, Mondays 6.30-8.00pm, Alyth
Community Wing (From the Hub when the new session starts
17th August)

Missing Jewellery

Youth Club 2: 2nd year-14 years, Tuesday 6.30-8.30pm, The
Hub

At the recent Alyth Pipe Band Ceilidh I won a raffle prize of six terracotta ramekins, also in the bag was an item of jewellery, if the person
who donated the prize could contact me and correctly describe the
jewellery I will return it to the rightful owner.
Denise Ferguson, 01250886267 or email corbscf@gmail.com

Girls Group: 9years - 15years, Friday 6.00-8.00pm, The Hub
Job Busters (Employment and Training Service): 15-25 years,
Thursday 2.00-5.00pm, The Hub
The Hub Drop-In Centre: 15 - 25 years: Monday-Friday, 4.009.00pm, The Hub

Thrifty One

Alyth Youth Partnership is a charitable organisation that engages
with all young people aged 9-25 years of age.

From the Community For the Community

AYP is a non-uniformed organisation that means you can wear
anything you like when you participate at the clubs or drop-in centre.

Re-using Re-cycling Up-cycling

If you are a young person aged 9-25 yrs of age and you are wandering if the AYP is for you then grab a friend and come along to
one of the clubs or pop into the drop-in centre to have a look
around. There is no pressure to sign up to any of the projects, volunteer opportunities or exciting activities we offer.

31 Airlie St. Alyth
Open Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am to 4pm
Donations and Volunteers much needed

Follow us:
Web: www.alythyouthpartnership.com
Email: alythhub@hotmail.co.uk
Instagram - Alyth Youth Partnership
Facebook - Alyth Youth Partnership SCIO
Twitter - @AYPHUB

Alyth Friends of Guiding
Many thanks again to everyone who donated, supported
and helped at our Bingo Tea on the 19th Nov. You never let
us down and the sum of £506 was raised and is much appreciated.
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas.
Irene Hart
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STRATHMORE TOTS
Parent and baby/toddler group
We meet every Monday
10am - 12 noon
in the Alyth town
Please join us for a tea or coffee
and chat while the children play.
Snack is provided. £2 per family to
cover costs.
Find us on facebook or email strathmoretots@gmail.com

Alyth badminton club
Tuesdays in the Airlie Street Hall.
Membership £15.00
Nightly Fees £3.00
New members welcome over 18’s only.

Alyth & District Pipe Band
Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for
new or experienced members, either
pipes or drums.
Tuesday night practise in Alyth Town
Hall from 6pm, any more information
please contact Elaine Sturrock 01828
640312.

Glenisla WRI
meet in Glenisla Community Hall
Contact Kathleen Davidson on 01575 582 205
or Sheelagh Cameron on 01575 573214
New Members Welcome
Thursday 12th November 2015 at 7.30pm
Scottish Charity Air Ambulance – Open
Meeting – Proceeds of Raffle to Air Ambulance
Thursday 3rd December at 7.30 (Note 1st
Thursday of month because of Glen Pantomime)
Christmas Customs throughout the world
with tastings by Mrs Lynne Webster, Letham
Membership £20.00
Visitors £3.00

Alyth Senior Citizens' Lunch
& Socialising Club
(Perth & Kinross Healthy Communities
Project)
Tel Jackie Doe 01738 473146
New Members & Volunteers Most Welcome

Exercise Group at 10.30 in the Airlie Street
Hall
(£2.50p per week or pay Once a Month at
a Reduced Rate)
Every Monday from 4th January 2016
until 5th December (Except 4th July).
Lunch at 12.30 in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)
14th and 21st December for Christmas
Lunches; 11th and 25th January 2016.
The Lunch Club wishes everyone a
good Christmas and all the best for the
New Year
Would you like a lift to the Lunch Club?
Telephone 632023.

Ericht Art Club

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of Alyth Primary
School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their community. The group meets on a Tuesday at
1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall. Our walks
last approximately 45-50 minutes. Walking
is a great way to keep active and make you
feel better. We think it's much more fun
walking in a group and enjoying a good old
blether! On average we have about twenty
walkers so why not come and join
us. There is no need to book, just turn up
on the day!

NEW COMMUNICANTS
If you would like to become a member of Alyth Parish Church, please
contact the Rev. Mike Erskine on
01828 632 238 or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

Peter Robertson (Walk Leader) 01828
632674
Marja Dalziel 633 032 (Walk Leader).
Tom Dalziel 633 032 (Walk Leader).

We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Regards Gordon Coutts

Meigle Art Group
The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings from 10am 12pm and
would welcome new members.
Equipment can be provided
for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details
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Alyth Halls Committee News
It’s been another busy month at the Town Hall and the Ogilvy Rooms, with both venues being well used. Normal maintenance is being carried
out by our very capable Fabrics Convenor, Gavin Tripney. We have had health and safety checks carried out by the Council staff, and apart from
a couple of minor points, we have been given a clean bill of health.
The work to upgrade the Town hall-keeper’s flat is continuing. Work on the major repair on the Town Hall tower is in abeyance at the moment,
and the committee are liaising with the Council to ensure that this important upgrade is completed as quickly as possible.
WIFI
As has been mentioned before, the Committee are in the process of installing WIFI into the Town Hall. We feel that it is not necessary to have
WIFI in the Ogilvy Rooms, however, if any users feel that this would be a benefit, then please contact me.
Bookings
The Committee feel that the current booking system has served us well for many years, but really needs to be upgraded to suit our customers.
We are looking at what will best serve people, and any suggestions will be gratefully received. On occasion, we have been asked, at short notice, to take a booking for a one-off community event. This on occasion could result in us asking a group who use the Hall on a weekly basis to
change their evening. Although we appreciate It can be troublesome to the one-off booker the Committee feels that we have to ensure our regular groups get the booking time and day they have agreed with usand not feel their bookings could be cancelled at short notice.
Hall Charges
There seems to have been a bit of confusion over hall charges. (One of the improvements we are hoping to make is that we will confirm the total
cost of the event booked, when we confirm a booking.)
Several years ago, the Committee took the decision that the Community Council would not be charged for their monthly meeting. This despite,
many community halls committees in Perth and Kinross do charge their Community Council. Of course, any other Community Council events will
be levied at the appropriate level. (Our categories and discounts information did not make this clear, but is now being changed.) In addition, we
do not charge for local councillors surgeries. Also MP’s and MSP surgeries are held at no cost.
Over the last several years, the Committee have managed to operate without increasing charges to hall users.
Committee Structure
There still seems to be a little confusion regarding the structure of Alyth Halls Committee. Some locals seem to think that the Council run the
halls. Indeed, we recently heard that there was a view that the Alyth Halls Committee was a subsidiary of Alyth Community Council.
Since 1975, the Alyth Halls Association have been responsible for the 2 venues. Since 1996, the Alyth Halls Committee have managed the halls
under a management agreement with Perth and Kinross Council. We are a registered charity (charity number SCO 171148).
AS A COMMITTEE WE HOPE THAT THE ABOVE CLEARS UP SOME OF THE ANOMALIES ON THE RUNNING OF THE TOWN HALL AND
OGILVY ROOMS.
Sandy McCurdy
Secretary Alyth Halls Committee
Email: smccurdy51@aol.com
Phone: 07725 47 22 43

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
in Alyth Parish Church on Sunday,13th December at 7pm
featuring:Alyth Parish Church choir
Choir mistress and organist – Kathleen Campbell

Glenisla WRI

Parish of Dunkeld hand bell ringers
Musical director – Heather McLean

At a recent meeting Sheelagh Cameron presided and welcomed Sam
Riddell and Malcolm Lamont, from Scottish Charity Air Ambulance
(SCAA), who gave an interesting talk on the work done by this exceptional charity. Sam explained to us that they fly to time critical emergencies across Scotland – from Inverness to Dunbar, Jura to Dumfries and Huntly to Arran – and many more places in between. Saving
time is curial in the recovery of casualties after trauma particularly
getting them to hospital within the “golden hour”. If a casualty is transferred to hospital within this 60 minute time frame they are given the
best chance of a full recovery, often with a shorter stay in hospital.
Betty Grant gave the vote of thanks.

Organ soloist – Luke Newman
Communal sing-along of popular carols and Christmas songs
Admission adults £5
children free
including refreshments
in aid of
Alyth Flood Fund &
Scottish Charity Air Ambulance

Competition winners: 2 pieces of Millionaire Shortbread: 1st Hilary
Lawrence 2nd June Browning. Photo: “In Trouble” 1st Jenny Ralston
2nd Hillary Lawrence. Flower of the month: June Browning.

Come along and join in a
joyous Christmas celebration
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Netherton Montessori Nursery School
At the end of the summer term we were excited about the installation of our new heating system. I searched rated people for a decorator and
was contacted by David Mitchell. “Do you remember me?” he asked. “All three of my children were in your nursery. Now they are grown up and
highly qualified professionals: Belinda, works for Vista Jet, Laura, works for Graze and Ross is training to become a commercial pilot.” Goodness, I thought, that just goes to show how deep our roots now go in the community. And our status also received a boost this year as we acquired two new awards. We are now a Montessori Education (UK) accredited school and we have successfully completed the Perth and Kinross
GIRFEC Talk, Listen and Communicate Principles in Practice Course.
I came to Alyth with a rucksack on my back full of Montessori equipment in April 1992 to stay at Bamff, having visited often as a child. Leonore
Ramsay was my father’s first cousin. There was no nursery at the time in Alyth and I opened one of the first Montessori schools in Scotland.
Now there are several dotted around the country and a growing interest in what is so appealing about the Montessori method. We moved out of
Bamff after the opening of the Alyth nursery school and set up in a cottage at Netherton Farm, as tenants of Mike and Fiona Barron, half way
between Alyth and Meigle, and here we are still today, thanks to their continued tolerance and good will, giving us the run of their huge spreading
lawn, woods and orchards as a playground which is hard to beat. All the changes of the seasons and the events of a farming life make for an
enriching outdoor curriculum. In spring, we see and hear the birds nesting, in summer we go for long walks in the woods and picnic on the lawn,
in autumn we explore the haybales and the harvest, and in winter it is snowsuits and sledges or raincoats and hats and gloves for some hardy
outdoor play. That is the one great joy of being a country nursery. We really do get to explore and be a part of the great outdoors.
So what goes on in a Montessori nursery? I would say there are ix distinctive features, and you will see these in any nursery anywhere in the
world bearing the name ‘Montessori’.
1. Equipment: ever since Maria Montessori opened her first nursery in Rome in 1907 much of the equipment has remained the same. And for
one good reason: the tools she designed fit with the stages of learning and development so that a small child will be exercising just that part of
the brain or body it seeks to do at that moment in time. Maria Montessori was a scientist and doctor by training and was among the first to study
how young children develop and learn and then come up with the right activities to feed their hunger. It is quite astonishing just how determined
small people are to learn and we can watch children get through literally hundreds of individual activities in just a few hours of hard work.
2. Layout: all the equipment is placed on open shelves, a bit like a supermarket and children go and choose what they want to do. Surprisingly,
there is only one of each activity and this is the magic key. It enables children to work independently and individually at something uniquely chosen by them. And it teaches children to take turns. They like to do this as they understand and appreciate the reward of being able to work alone
and uninterrupted for as long as is necessary.
3. Variety: there is a huge variety of equipment and learning tools. The curriculum is divided into distinct areas, but to the child it just looks like a
great deal of exciting and different options to choose from. Practical life exercises teach fine motor skills, care of self, care of environment. Sensorial educates the senses, which are the foundation of concept formation, discrimination and judgment. There is also maths, language, art and
craft, music and movement, drama, science, environment and technology.
4. Beauty: Maria Montessori understood children’s need for beauty. They are learning how the world works, what is right what is wrong. They are
desperate to get things right and be in control. So having everything in a state of perfect order and beauty was essential to give children the highest of standards to aspire to when they learn to judge and function in the real world.
5. Freedom: Every parent knows you cannot make small children do something against their will. They learn by following their instincts. And so
freedom is necessary to allow children to gravitate to those activities which meet their instinctual search for problems to solve and creativity to be
expressed. The children discipline themselves because they want to learn.
6. Joy: The atmosphere in the nursery is one of great happiness and warmth and pleasure. Children are naturally happy when they are secure in
their learning and know they can trust the adults to help them meet their needs. The children’s motto is: ‘Help me to do it by myself!’
After twenty three years of continuous provision, I can only say that it looks as though we are truly a valuable local community resource.

MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

Technical Support Services

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?
We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

JIM MORRICE
Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition
Tel:01828 633 137

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Beginners Welcome!

PETS PANTRY

Solutions

19 High Street, Blairgowrie

Tel: 01250 870772

Keith Nicol
GRANGEMOUNT
CATTERY
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

alythsolutions@aol.com

Solutions Print and Promotion Facebook
page, check out the latest designs and
images available; new catalogue for 2015
lots of exciting garments for leisure,
corporate or just for fun………..ring Mike
01828633065/07742934072
No min charge, no setup charges,

Tel: 01828 632284

Carpet Care
Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Independent Living Solutions for
older people

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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As we grow older, making a decision about
where to live is stressful.
“Should I Stay of Should I Go?”
We can help you assess all your options using
our ‘Home For Life’ Toolkit.
If you want to stay where you are, we can
advise on and project manage adaptations to
your current home so that you can continue to
live there safely and independently
Or, we can support you through the entire
process of moving and downsizing to a smaller
property, sheltered housing, residential care or
nursing home.
Find out more at www.thehomestraight.org.uk
Or email us at: info@thehomestraight.org.uk
or call us on 07840 544420

Local Services and Appeals
ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT
in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm
From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

1850s to date, there are now
over 6,500 photographs of
local people, schools, businesses, events, views, weddings, etc
Parish records from 1623 —
1854
Baptism records from 1900s
to date
6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for
Alyth’s 3 cemeteries
Publications & memorabilia
over 150yrs
ADMISSION FREE

Alyth Library
(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Sunday—Closed
Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm &
5pm—8pm
Friday 9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING
Thank you to the many local people who have
handed in ink cartridges, mobile phones etc
for recycling. The charity which provided the
collection facility and contributed to NSPCC
no longer operates that service.
We have sourced a new collector for ink cartridges although not as yet for other items.
Please continue to bring your ink cartridges
only down to the Health Centre until further
notice. Thank you.

Home-Start Perth is a
voluntary organisation which
supports Families with young
children throughout Perth and
Kinross. Our trained
volunteers, who all have
parenting experience,
will visit a family in their own
home offering practical and emotional
Support. Volunteering for Home-Start Perth
can be very rewarding. We are always
looking for new volunteers. We are also keen
to encourage new Trustees to Home-Start
Perth. If you feel you have skills which could
benefit the organisation, please get in touch
for an informal chat in the first instance with
Susan on 01738 638847. Visit
www.homestartperth.org.uk or email us on
info@homestartperth.org.uk.

Alyth Library

Calling all Alyth Voluntary Groups and
Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library windows

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player
req. / Music CDs and Videos
Telephone 01250 872 905 for
details

STRATHMORE DEMENTIA
INFORMATION CAFÉ
This drop-in café has information
stalls to browse and time to chat
over a cup of tea/coffee with other
people with dementia, family members and carers.
The café is held on the last Tuesday of the month in St Catharine’s
Church Hall, George St, Blairgowrie
PH10 6EY, from 10am-12 noon
There will be speakers to give a
short talk on alternate months and
on the other months, complimentary
therapies and hand massages. See
local press for details.
Staff from the Strathmore Dementia Service will also be available
every month to offer free, confidential memory tests. No need to book,
just come along.
For further information, please
contact Strathmore Day Opportunities on 01250 871938 or Fiona Matthews, Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor on 01738 562358
We look forward to seeing you
there.

Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please
contact the Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again,
please contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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Volunteers Required for Alyth, Meigle & District Nursing & Samaritan Association
The charity is known locally as The Samaritan Drivers and provides volunteer drivers to take patients to hospital appointments and admissions and
we require a new Car Coordinator as our existing coordinator has retired. We would like to thank Mrs EileenColley who has done an amazing job
over the last twenty two and a half years and at the age of 85 has decided it's time to hand over to someone else.
The Car Coordinator is the person who liaises between the patients requiring transport and the volunteer drivers and we pay a quarterly fee of £35
to cover telephone costs.
We also urgently need more volunteer drivers as we now only have 6 left. We pay a mileage fee to drivers of 40p per mile to cover their costs and
patients pay a set fee to the charity for their trip depending on the distance.
We are a registered charity which has operated for many years but without a new Car Coordinator and more drivers it will not be possible to continue this service so we would urge as many people as possible to get in touch.

Whither Alyth? After the Flood
The rain in November has seemed relentless. As I write this half-way through the month, it feels as though we have had rain for at least a fortnight.
Everywhere is damp and dripping and we all crave some sun and dryness. Yet the burn has been flowing perfectly normally. Sometimes, it has
even seemed to be quite low. It would appear that not even these weeks of rain can possibly match the huge amount dropped on Alyth and its
catchment in the early hours of the 17th July. As I wrote at the time for The Voice, it was a day to forget.
But we cannot forget it. The results are still all around us. For those of us who regularly walk around Alyth, the absence of our wonderful footbridges is a real source for regret. The aesthetic of Alyth has been seriously damaged and its general air of charm and useful amenity has received a
hard knock. Skips are still in evidence, though mercifully on the roads rather than in the burn. The Alyth hotel on Commercial Street has still not
recovered and work continues. Sim’s is similarly still to be restored, although sadly they are not going to be allowed to re-use the fine old floor
boards, but have to concrete over the front of the shop. Most important of all, people are still out of their homes, no doubt longing to be back in their
own cosy environments by Christmas.
And of course we have had the reports – of P&K Council, of SEPA, and of SNH. They were prepared remarkably quickly (contrast with Chilcot on
the Iraq War!). The narrative of events is strikingly detailed and well done, illustrated with so many photographs by Alyth residents. The thrust of
the conclusions of those reports is that what happened was primarily an ‘act of God’, the result of raging natural forces, and the whole event has
been placed in the context of previous floods in both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. While most would accept the conclusion that the primary cause has to be the quite extraordinary rainfall of that night, some of us remain sceptical of two aspects of the reports: first that there was
insufficient attempt to separate the interpretation of the flood from an analysis of the reasons for the scale of the damage; and second, that the
hand of humans has been almost completely removed, that there has been no attempt to identify what may have been mistaken decisions.
This is not about ‘blame game’. It is about the identification of policies which may have been foolish in order to ensure that such policies are not
pursued in future. I need not labour the point. Most Alyth folk would know immediately what I refer to. What is clear is that this particular flood was
on a scale and with consequences far beyond all previous ones, so far as we know. There are press reports of the one that took place between the
wars and there seems little indication that the inundation of water was accompanied by the massive damage of July. In any case, it is perfectly
obvious that the footbridges survived the twentieth-century floods and we have to question why they did not survive this time.
The identification of policies that should be avoided is important, but we must turn to the future. We have to ask ourselves what sort of Alyth we
want. Do we want a town with boarded up shops and a closed-down hotel? Or do we want a place that is brimming with life, which is returned to
the condition before the flood, even improved and more attractive. If
you want the latter option, then I appeal to everyone with an interest in Alyth to use our local shops as much as they possibly can and support the
shopkeepers who have had a really big hit. This is the only way to get back to normal and indeed improve on what was ‘normal’. And do please
use the bank as much as you can. If you have an account elsewhere, move it into the RBS. Its closure will have a damaging effect upon the town
and is entirely inexplicable to people like me who encounter a queue of five or six people every time I go into it. Its closure in May will have a terrible effect. As usual, ordinary people have to take the rap for the foolish decisions and incompetence of people at the top.
Come on, people of Alyth. Forget about reports and their limitations! Pull together to ensure that Alyth is not only restored to its previous condition,
but emerges in an improved form. ‘The Licht Abune.’ The light of Alyth must again shine high and brightly!
John MacKenzie
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Café in the Square
2-6 Market Square, Alyth
01828 958040
Open from 7.30am Monday to Saturday serving
full breakfast and breakfast rolls, light bites and
lunches as well as main meals from our specials
board!

SHEAR SUCCESS
12 Airlie Street Alyth
01828 633234

Wendy and Zoe would like to wish
all customers a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year and look
forward to styling you in 2016
Monday Closed,
Tuesday 10 - 3 and
Wednesday 10 - 5 apts available
with Zoe, Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5,
Saturday 9-1

JRT’s
Gents & Juniors
Hair Salon
Closed Mondays
Open from 9.30am
Tues- Sat
3 Commercial Street
Alyth
Tel: 01828 632637
No Appointment
Necessary

Our new menu is now available and includes
porridge, waffles, bagels, pancakes, fresh fruit
and yoghurts. A choice of 2 home made soups
available each day as well as favourites macaroni
cheese and stovies. A selection of pies, bridies,
sausage rolls, burgers, cheeseburgers and filled
rolls are available to sit in or take away as well as
a selection of delicious cakes, traybakes and
scones. Steam pudding with custard and waffles
with maple syrup and ice-cream now feature on
our new menu. Our fantastic range of coffees,
teas and hot chocolate are also available to take
away. If you love coffee then why not pop in to try
our new Christmas range of coffees and hot
chocolates including Christmas pudding, egg
nog, chocolate mint and white chocolate!
Other flavours include toffee apple, toasted
marshmallow, gingerbread and cinnamon. These
coffees and hot chocolates both look and taste
amazing and are not to be missed!
Don't forget you can phone and pre order your
breakfast or lunch on 01828 958040.

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
 wills & executries  employment law
 dispute resolution  commercial
 power of attorney  property
 legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

Highchairs and baby change available. Our new
children's menu is also available including macaroni cheese, stovies, soup, fish fingers and nuggets. Children's meals include a diluting juice and
custard or ice-cream.

SALE OF ALYTH SCENES

We are open every Sunday 12-4
Outside catering and buffets to order.
Christmas wreaths on sale from the café.
Don't forget to like us on Facebook!

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.

POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------

Kirrie Horse & Country
12 Bank St, Kirriemuir, DD8 4BG
01575 572500

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

Equestrian Supplies and Feed

WEE MACHINES

Hoggs of Fife Clothing

(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street, Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available
Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on
07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

G A Davidson
Your local joiner and contractor since 1953

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor
For Surgeries in the
comfort of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

www.weemachines.co.uk

“ No job too big or too small”
*New

build and extensions.

*Replacement windows and doors.
* Kitchens.
*Repairs and alterations.
*All types of joiner work carried out.
Call or email for advice and estimates
01828 632070

07525235681

gd.davidsons@gmail.com
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Liz Sullivan
Soul 2 Soul Therapies

Shaping Up…?
Lose 7 – 10 Pounds
In Just 9 Days!!

Reflexology, Reiki, Crystal Healing
Relaxation Techniques for Anxiety,
Stress & Emotional Regulation
34B Lower Mill Street, Blairgowrie
PH10 6AQ. Tel: 07518 177 796
Email: sullivan.lizzy@yahoo.com

We Will Show
You a Healthy
and Balanced
way to Lose
Weight…!

Cleaner required for Alyth
residence, 4 hours per
week, convenient hours to
be discussed.
Ph. Gordon
01828632527

Call Janette on 01828 640633

Too much month at
the end of the
money…??
Would an extra
£300 - £500 per
month working parttime with flexible
hours appeal to you?

CRIGHTONS
CYCLES





New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

Cherrybank I Leitfie Terrace
New Alyth I PH11 8NF
www.amandablakeman.com
Online Accounting Service
 24/7 access to your accounts, safe,
reliable and fast.

Full Bookkeeping, VAT and Payroll
Services
 Self assessment, management and



Wanted, storage for motor
home in or around Alyth.
Willing to pay.
Contact 07842044712

Call Janette on 01828 640633



year end accounts.
Computerised or Manual.
SAGE training and business
start-up.
Free initial consultation.

Tel: 01828 633553

18 Mill Street Alyth, Ph11 8BJ
Tel: 01828 633781 Mobile: 07432216525
Just 4 Kidz Day Care Nursery
We are a privately owned Nursery which is registered
with Perth & Kinross Council, to provide
Government funded places for children aged 3-5 yrs.
Entitlement would be for 16 hours free per week. Split
funding is available with the local Authority Nursery.
***********************

Private Services for children aged 6 months to 5 yrs.
*Full Days 8am-6pm* Half Days am &pm*
3 hr Play sessions
***********************

As the local play group has closed; we have some
availability to provide Early Learning and Child Care
play sessions for 2 year olds for both am and pm
sessions at a reasonable price.
In all our sessions we follow
Pre-Birth to Three Guidelines &
the Curriculum for Excellence. Please contact Tracey
or Marie for further details on numbers above.

Sparkles Cleaning
Service
Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533
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Thrifty One - From the Community For the
Community

Top o’ Toon

The new shop at 31 Airlie Street (the old Hobbies) opened at the end
of October and has already had many positive comments. It is managed by Briony Palmer - not long down from Orkney - with the help of
volunteers.

Fooly ment tae stop sich blethers but ower muckle fowk tae thank –
like Jock Thomson & ither Zakietes fir service, courtesy & chat –
Kirsty, Sid, Peter & Steve & sometimes Steve.

It has been set up with the objective of ‘Re-using Re-cycling Upcycling’ within the Alyth area. We want to create a community spirit in
the shop so do pop in regularly to see what is new and bring in anything that you think could be given another lease of life. And in the run
up to Christmas, take the opportunity to clear out your old clutter to
make way for the new.

Gairden - noo like a gairden wi’ pots o’ crack hash & weeds gone.
Thanks tae Craig, Ewan M. & Jim frae Dundee fir pittin’ up wi’ meh
bossiness!

Glad tae hae ye back frae Canaries, Linda, Moray & boys.

Braw hurl tae Back Water Dam wi’ Jim & Lilian – auld haunts wi’ Yorkie dugs – thank – ye.
It’s been a lang Sabbath. Forgot the clocks went back.

There is already a good selection of women’s, men’s and children’s
clothing -some with their labels still on. So if you fancy an addition to
your wardrobe come along and have a browse. We also have quite a
range of books, vinyl records (someone has already found a gem
amongst them), toys, a selection of porcelain dolls, and a range of bric
a brac.

Niver catcht up.
Still hae nae.
But nicht wis a richt.
Thanks tae Moira F. & Jane. Doctor Dochter back frae Rome eh got
tae braw Perthshire Brass Coancert in Kirk.

Profits will be used to help Alyth clubs, organisations and charities.
The first donation will be to Alyth Community Development Trust (see
their Facebook page) Please give any suggestions for future donations to Briony then we can put them in a hat and pull out a winner
every month or so.

Of coorse, oor with – it Rev. Mike wis in pew tapping his sheen tae
jazzy airs o’ horns & bagpipes. Drummers great tae. Weel done
Georges!
Guid tae see ye Billy & Liz Gordon. Alyth sure misses ye AND post
office.

Thanks to our new volunteers Isabel, Carole and Fiona. We could do
with some more helpers, so if you can spare a couple of hours or
more, please come along and help make this local project a big success. No experience needed as full training will be given in the back
room sorting and steaming, in the shop laying out goods and tending
the till or and most importantly, making the tea.

Still scunnered wi’ fat slugs on scullery flair & ants are aye a trachle in
the presses!
Eh aye mind ye, Joy D, in top hat & tuxedo on 1st Victorian Day in
1997, AND jiggin’ in meh Toon Hall party.

Thanks to all who have already made donations. We are keen to receive more good quality clothes, bric-a-brac and small items of furniture. Call in at the shop or call Briony to arrange a collection on 07592
338449. Opening times at the moment are 10am -4pm Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Please Gawd dinnae keep me gaen till ehm 100 – Coodnae thole mair
awfy T.V. repeats. Div like Neil Oliver & the likes, enough.
Whaur dae Bargain Hunters bide? What dae ye dae wi’ a scent bottle?
Thocht siller wis scarce – food banks?

Please make sure to follow us on facebook, we post our latest bargains on there, so it is worth keeping a look out.

Ivory! Whit numpties but it? Hae ye pit a new sofa on Santa’s letter?
Dinnae REALlY want tae ken.
Thank ye Annie & Willie fir yer visits frae Prosen in DIRE times.
Why DIRE? 40 years together & noo 4 miles apart. Work it oot fir
yersels.
What’s a statutory IRAQ enquiry? Div we care?
Thank ye DR. J. fir yer wise & doon tae earth words – AND guid lookin
self.
Dinnae forget ALL the bonny braw posties – AND the Sat. Dave
(fishman) awa tae Vienna Opera – POSH eh?
Thanks tae Cost Cutters & Lunans fir deliveries & help.

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 CLUB
NOVEMBER DRAW

There’s aye sumit gaen on in Alyth. Ehm glad we came – even if
you’re no!

(Thanks to Lynn and Liz at Costcutters)
Josi

1st - £50 – 80 – Mr B Fisher
2nd - £30 – 76 – Mrs H Hosie
3rd - £20 – 2 – Mrs L Don
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J & J Howe
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday - Friday 8 - 5 Saturday 9 - 5

High Quality Removals and Storage
Complete removal service
Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal
AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
Auction sale on Mondays 6pm
Goods on view from 2pm day of sale
Also Saturday 2 - 4
Office open Tues and Wed
8.30 - 4
See weekly list and auction dates on line

www.jjhowe.co.uk

INTERIOR SHOP NOW OPEN
Selling carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains with a
measuring, estimate and fitting service.
Samples to take home and check the colours in your room.
For further details of all these services phone 01250 872 361
or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE

26

Reach
everyone in the
local
community.

Losset Inn
Festive Menu
2 courses £18.50
3 courses £21.50

Place an
Advert in the Alyth Voice!

Available 1st – 24th December
Pre-booking required
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Christmas Day Menu
3 courses £52.50
Pre-booking required
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For bookings and information please
call 01828 634153
Or email info@lossetinn.co.uk

Christmas Offers

The Alyth Golf Club
Pitcrocknie
Alyth
Perthshire PH11 8HF
Tel: 01828 632268
E-mail: info@alythgolf.co.uk
Website: www.alythgolfclub.co.uk

Variety of Memberships Available
Complimentary Voucher for new members
Includes complimentary golf at Forfar Golf Club, membership of James Braid Association and Carnoustie
Country with vastly reduced green fees. Reciprocal outings, Club matches, competitions daily from Tuesday
to Sunday, significant reductions at Crail, Ballater and Aboyne Golf Clubs.
Magnificent practise facilities with range and Pee Wee Course, excellent clubhouse and catering facilities.
Junior Memberships from £10
Free Junior Coaching throughout the summer.
Flexible Golf Package £150
10 rounds and handicap. Ideal for occasional players.
All with suitable payment terms to meet your needs.
Get Into Golf Package £120
Great way to learn - includes 5 lessons, 4 rounds on full course and unlimited use of practise facilities and
Pee Wee course. Sample golf, and get tutored with other beginners.
Christmas Gift Vouchers
Vouchers available which can be redeemed at the Pro Shop, or towards Catering,
Green fees or Memberships Subscriptions.
The Club is proud to have recently been awarded
The Scottish Golf Tourism Award for The Best Course under £50 a round.
Golf at Alyth, it doesn't get any better.
Contact Gill Murray on 01828 632268 ext 4 for details.
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SC AUTO SERVICES
Victoria Street, Alyth
01828 633660
ALL CARS, VANS AND 4X4’S WELCOME
SERVICING ● MOT PREP ● MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Serving our local community since 1985

TIMING BELTS ● WELDING ● BRAKES ● CLUTCHES

Currently registering new NHS, Private and

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS ● TOWBARS SUPPLIED &
FITTED

Highland Dental Plan patients

FULL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE INCLUDING
KEY AND IMMOBILISER PROGRAMMING
ABS FAULTS, AIRBAG FAULTS, ENGINE FAULTS
ANY LIGHT ON YOUR DASHBOARD WE CAN HELP

Same Day Emergency Appointments
(please phone by 9.30am)

WE OFFER A WIDE RANGE OF NEW CARS AND VANS
FOR SALE. WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE SELECTION
OF MOTOR FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT EVERYONES
POCKET, INCLUDING BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE,
PERSONAL CONTRACT HIRE, FINANCE LEASE, PCP
AND HIRE PURCHASE.
WE ARE CONFIDENT WE CAN FIND THE RIGHT DEAL
FOR YOU.

www.scautocarsales.co.uk
www.scautoservices.org.uk




Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.
Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Authorised and regulated by the FCA
Credit licence number – FRN620641

Northlands Nursing Home

Macnabs is delighted to announce the expansion of its Blairgowrie Office,
Courts and Private Client Departments.
Well respected local court practitioner Jamie Baxter formerly of
A & R Robertson & Black has joined the Macnabs Court Team. Based in
the Allan Street, Blairgowrie Office - many of you will already know Jamie,
who was brought up in Blairgowrie, from his local Blairgowrie connections.
Jamie practises in all areas of court work such as matrimonial, contact and
civil disputes with a focus on criminal matters such as road traffic matters.
This latest addition to the Macnabs Court Team means that Macnabs with 7
Court Solicitors has the largest team of litigation specialists in Perthshire.
Our solicitors are experienced in all areas of court work and can serve our
clients throughout Perthshire.
Jamie will be assisted in the Blairgowrie office by Hazel. Hazel McIntyre is
also a local Blair girl. She will be working in the main Blairgowrie front office
and is available to help you with any property related matters.

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
 Highly qualified stable staff team
 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
 Home cooked choice of meals
 Secure gardens
 Some fully funded places available

Additionally, local solicitor Susan Mackay (who might be known to you as
Susan Maxwell having recently married local undertaker, Martin Mackay)
has joined our Private Client Department. Susan is experienced in Wills,
Powers of Attorney, Executries and the provision of services for our older
clients.
Senior Private Client Partner, Andrea Hay, says “Macnabs is delighted that
Susan has joined our growing firm. Macnabs believes in traditional
personal service provided by knowledgeable, skilled solicitors. Susan is a
local girl and is well placed to assist our clients in Blairgowrie, Alyth and
surrounding areas.”
If you wish to make an appointment to see Jamie or Susan then please
telephone 01738 623432 or email jamiebaxter@macnabs-law.co.uk and
susanmackay@macnabs-law.co.uk

Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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Alyth Community Development Trust Update
Our vision is to improve the environmental, social and economic
wellbeing of the community of Alyth and the town centre regeneration is the first priority within this vision.
Since our last article in Alyth Voice we have been busy discussing
the regeneration of the town centre with Perth and Kinross Council. The council have committed £250,000 towards Alyth town
centre regeneration, with a further sum earmarked depending on
the success of the Alyth Development Trust in raising a further
£90,0000 to further enhance the amount of improvements that
could be undertaken. Sustrans have kindly donated money to
allow Planning Aid Scotland to undertake a full community consultation on our behalf, which will include a bridge consultation, to
allow us to advance with the plans for the regeneration and to look
at a long term vision of Alyth. The consultation should start before
Christmas and be concluded by March, please see future Alyth
Voice articles and the Alyth Development Trust Facebook page for
further information.
The Trust held its first fundraiser on Sunday 15th November in the town hall. We had nearly 30 stall holders selling their wares, everything from
Harris Tweed hip flasks to Christmas decorations, along with various stallholders who had cleared out their attics and had lots of goodies for sale.
We are delighted to announce that we raised over £500 from the table sales, raffle and tea/coffee and home baking. ADT have received some
really good feedback, therefore we hope to have another sale sometime next year.
Thrifty One, the new charity shop on Airlie Street has also very kindly offered to donate a percentage of their proceeds to the ADT. Goods left over
from the table sale were donated to Thrifty One, so do pop along and grab a bargain!
The Trust also hosted a local LEADER information evening on the 18th November. LEADER is a rural development programme which aims to
support individuals, organisations and communities in rural Perth and Kinross to be stronger, more confident and inclusive to lead or contribute to
local economic and community development. LEADER is keen to support a broad range of rural projects, under 2 main objectives, ‘Promote a
prosperous, inclusive and sustainable economy’ and ‘Creating a safe and sustainable place for future generations’.
In a short time we have signed up over 120 residents as members of the ADT, but we’re still very keen to build our membership in the town and
surrounding area and to hear from anyone interested in serving as a Director in the future. Please follow us on Facebook: Alyth Community Development Trust or contact us at: Alythdevelopmenttrust@gmail.com about any of the above.

Photos from the Remembrance
Sunday Memorial
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Primary 6 Flood Fund-raiser
The following was sent into us by a pupil from Alyth Primary School:-

I am a pupil in Primary 6 at Alyth Primary School. Last term me and the rest of
my class took part in an enterprise project to raise money for the Alyth Flood
Fund by holding at whole school Dress Down Day. We were so happy when we
raised £231.20. Would you be able to put our photograph in the Alyth Voice
please? Thank you.

Prestigious Award for Alyth Golf Club
At an awards ceremony at Fairmont, St Andrews on Friday 13th November, Alyth Golf Club received a prestigious award recognising the
Course Nationally, as being in the top bracket.
The Scottish Golf Tourism Awards, placed Alyth Golf Club as top for
Golf Course under £50 a round. The award is voted on by golfers
throughout the year, who nominate their choice following playing the
course.
David Barclay, Marketing Convenor, stated, "It is a great honour for the
members of the club, for the course to be recognised by visitors and
the Scottish Tourist Industry in this way. It is a credit to the dedicated
staff at the club, who maintain the course to a high standard for members and visitors. We strive to keep golf affordable to all categorys of
members, with good packages for all types of membership, from those
wanting to start golf to experienced club golfers, plus free memberships for juniors. We are blessed in the local area with fine golf courses and this award from Alyth can only help the Golf Tourist Industry in
the area. It is an award we are proud of."

The Isla Parishes
At a recent service, the congregation presented Elizabeth Buchanan with flowers
and a shawl (made by one of the ladies in our Shawl Ministry). Elizabeth is moving
out of the area to be closer to her family. She is a much loved member of our congregation and community and she will be greatly missed.
A Christmas Tree Competition is being held in the Isla Parishes Church in Kilry. All
visitors will have a chance to vote for their favourite display and enjoy a bowl of soup
and other goodies at the pop-up café organised in Kilry Hall by the hall committee.
Times of opening are: 10th December 10.30 to 12.30am, 11th December 7.00pm to
9.00pm and 12th December 2.30pm to 4.30pm giving everyone the opportunity to
view the trees. Janetta McMicking has details and can be contacted on 01575
560731.
CHURCH SERVICES over CHRISTMAS in ISLA PARISHES CHURCH IN KILRY
24th December: Christmas Eve Service with Lessons and Carols at 6.30pm in Isla Parishes Church in Kilry
25th December: Christmas Day Service at 11.00am (note time please)
27TH December: Family service at usual time of 10.00am.
We take this opportunity to wish everyone producing and receiving the Alyth Voice a very peaceful happy Christmas.
~~~~~~~
There will also be a Watchnight Service at 11.30pm in Glenisla Community Church – to be led by Arthur Lawrence
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- your community TIME BANK
Phone: 01828 632789 (not always manned by Rona, your Timebank Broker)
Phone: 07594292658 (able to leave message)
Email alythtimeteam@hotmail.com
Call in to The Hub on Thursdays 2-5pm
Message through Facebook
www.facebook.com/alythtimeteam

PEOPLE POWER!
We are often are asked what the Time Team does. We’re a Timebank, we connect people and we use
PEOPLE POWER to make things happen! Timebanks help people to share their skills and experience with
others. This sounds like a little thing, but it’s really not. It’s HUGE and it can and does change lives.
Here’s a real story to illustrate:
Mrs M lives alone and she has a dog that she loves dearly but she’s not able to walk him anymore and
she’s being told she might have to give him up. This dog is her sole companion. She often doesn’t see
anyone from one day’s end to the other, so the prospect of losing the company of her best friend is devastating. The Timebank is called on her behalf to ask if there’s anyone who might be able to help. Ms W is identified as someone who likes to walk
dogs. She is very, very shy and socially awkward and generally finds adult company very difficult but she loves animals and walking. So every
day she comes and takes the dog out, and over a period of time forms a relationship with Mrs M. Soon they’re having cups of tea together and
enjoying each other’s company. It’s a completely win/win situation, AND they both earn Time Credits so thet are able to use them through the
Timebank. Ms W gets a lift to college occasionally and is learning to play the guitar, and Mrs M spends them on her dog walking, but she’s also
had her grass cut and her windows washed.
The biggest asset a town has is its people and it’s our mission to connect as many of you as we can but we can only do it if you come forward
and join us. Simple things can make a huge difference to people. Come and help us join you up J
LONELINESS IN ALYTH
Have you seen the John Lewis Christmas advert? It’s real tear jerker and it’s meant to remind us all that at
this festive time of jollification and family and fun, there are people who really don’t have any of that. Sadly,
this is true all year round, but at Christmas it’s particularly difficult for those who are on their own. You might
be interested to know that loneliness is a bigger problem than simply an emotional experience. Research
shows that loneliness and social isolation are harmful to our health and amazingly, it’s as big a risk factor for
early death as smoking 15 cigarettes a day, and is worse for us than obesity and physical inactivity. It’s also
not confined to older people, although it’s true that it affects more people in the 60+ age range.
Alyth is a very active place and everyone seems so busy and so occupied and so connected but sometimes what you see is only skin deep and
when you scratch the surface you find it’s not as it may seem. Statistics tell us that a quarter of all pensionable age adults are lonely and you
can bet your bottom dollar that there are as many lonely people here as anywhere else.
We can help to connect you with someone who would really benefit from your company and skills, so please do come and join us. Timebanks
offer something to everyone, so you can benefit too. It’s easy to join us.
CHRISTMAS PRESENT WRAP
Do you like wrapping presents? I HATE it! It's that time of the year when we are collecting all those presents
which need wrapped. Some folk love it, some hate it and the Timebank is no different. This is DEFINITELY
something we can earn and spend time credits on. So, with that in mind, we would like to offer Present Wrapping
on an afternoon and or evening of the week. Which would suit you best - Wednesday afternoon, Wednesday
evening or Friday afternoon? Let us know as soon as possible please. The idea is you bring along your present
and your paper and we will do it for you over a cuppa and chat. It’s a chance to be social and get a job done at
the same time. Let us know!

FACEBOOK
If you’re a social networker, make sure and connect with our Facebook page. You’ll find us
at alythtimeteam. Please like us and share the page to your friends. Thanks so much J
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Christmas and New Year Wishes
Rita and Archie MacPhearson
would like to wish friends and neighbours a Happy Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year.

Ruth & Garry Fairweather
Would like to wish everyone who helped and
offered help when we were flooded out of our home,
especially Shona Milne, also family & friends
A Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2016

Kate Mcleish
is not sending cards this year but would like to wish all friends and
neighbours a Happy Christmas and all the best for 2016.Many thanks.
Bob Lindsay, Smythe Street
would like to wish relatives, friends,
neighbours and everyone involved
in Alyth Football Club
a very Merry Christmas and
Best Wishes for a Happy, Healthy
and Prosperous New Year 2016

Elma Kydd
would like to wish all friends and neighbours a very Happy Christmas
and all the best for the New Year.
She will not be sending Christmas cards this year due to the floods in
July which damaged her home; she hopes to have moved back in
before the end of November.

Kathleen Smith & Family
Thank you for all your Help, Support during the recent
flood and would like to wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year
Kathleen & Family

I will not be sending cards this year due to flooding but wish all a Merry Christmas and best wishes in the coming year. Also thank you all
who helped me and continue to help. Thanks for the hugs, gifts art
material, trolley, flood money, The Fire Service, Police, Neighbours,
etc and to all at the very start who worked very hard to clear and set
things up you deserve a medal. Finally to family for their help and
listen to me moan.

Margaret Aitchison
New Alyth
Will not be sending Christmas cards this year, but would like to
wish neighbours and friends a
Merry Christmas
and
A Happy New Year for 2016

Best wishes to all.
Margaret Milne
C/O 39 Springbank Road, Alyth

From everyone
at the Voice we
wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Post: Childcare Support Worker
Location: Alyth Primary School, Albert Street, Alyth PH11 8AX
Salary: Dependant on experience
Hours: 7.45am – 9.15am Term Time only
Additional Hours to cover the afternoon shift 2.45pm to 6pm. Estimating around 12 hours per week during term time.
Part-time
Position Type: Permanent
Alyth Out of School Care Group is looking to appoint a highly skilled
and motivated childcare professional to the post of Support Worker.
Applicants must have or be willing to work towards a SVQ 2 or equivalent qualification in childcare and register with the Scottish Social Services Council within 6 months of appointment.
For further information and a Job Application Form please contact the
manager at the Alyth Out of School Care Group on 07718573511.

32

