Alyth Voice
209th Edition, February 2016

www.alythvoice.co.uk

Alyth Senior Citizens` Lunch and Socialising Club
As a result of the dedication of several volunteers both working in the Kitchen and acting as servers, members of the above club were able to
experience most enjoyable Christmas Lunches on the 14th December and 21st December. These Christmas Lunches were held in the Airlie Street
Hall commencing at 1.00pm on each occasion. The Christmas spirit was further enhanced by the holding of raffles for some very welcome prizes.
At the lunch held on the 21st December the members attending experienced a wonderful act of comradeship when the Club was presented with a
gift cheque for the excellent sum of £152.62p from the staff of the
Royal Bank of Scotland in Alyth. This money was raised by the RBS
staff who held a book
sale and a number of
raffles. Our deepest
thanks are extended
to those who organised and operated
these events.
The photographs show Club members and invited visitors enjoying the lunches and also the
presentation of the Cheque to our Convenor Peter Fairgrieve.

Alyth Parish Church—Primary Sunday School
As usual, the Alyth Parish Church Primary Sunday School held a magnificent Christmas Eve nativity play in
the church. It was well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone—a great start to Christmas.

Beacon
The Beacon was lit on the 1st
January. A good turnout of about
75 revellers enjoyed a near perfect day. Lighting of the beacon
was delayed somewhat due to
good conditions.
Thanks go to John Robertson,
Graeme
Davidson and
Sims
Ironmongers
for supplying
transport,
wood and
paraffin

The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

The Christmas Window Competition
The Christmas Window Competition which is sponsored by Alyth & District Business Association had some fantastic displays for Christmas 2015 with windows in, it would seem, every
business in Alyth.
The displays were in many various forms from Santa Clauses of every shape and size, Christmas trees of every shape, size and colour, Snowmen, Snowflakes, Post boxes, Igloos, Polar
bears, Village snow scenes, Parcels large small and the in-between, Tinsel, Reindeer, Santa’s
sledges, Christmas stocking and fireplaces and Christmas stockings, and many, many more.
It is hoped that many photographs were taken of all the windows.
The judges Mrs Kathleen Jackson, Alyth’s Citizen
of the Year 2015 and Mr. James Atkinson, Alyth’s
Young Citizen of the Year 2015 had the seemingly impossible task of deciding the winners. They stated it was one
of the hardest and most difficult tasks ( and probably the
coldest) that they had ever undertaken and they were up
and down Alyth looking at the windows on various occasions but after much sole searching and looking they
decreed the winners were :-

2nd – Shear Success

1st Tower Bakery, Airlie Street, Alyth, received the Christmas Window Competition Shield and a framed certificate.
2n Shear Success, Airlie Street, Alyth, a framed certificate
3rd Cafe in the Square, Market Square, Alyth a framed
certificate.

1st - Tower Bakery

3rd - Café in the Square

Thanks must be expressed to all the businesses for their fantastic window displays which must have
been the best in Tayside if not Scotland and for bringing such festive cheer to visitors and Alyth residents.
Thanks must also be expressed to Kathleen and Jackson for their time judging this event.
Thanks must also be included to the Alyth Christmas Lights Committee and all their erectors/helpers for the best ever Christmas light display in
Alyth.
Well done to all who were involved.

Isla Parishes

We’ve had a very couple of months in the Isla Parishes starting off with the Isla
Parishes Family Ceilidh held at Glenisla Hall on 27 th November. It turned out to
be a wonderful community event when we were entertained by Stuart Anderson
from the Borders on the accordion, highland dancers and a piper. Some of us
also took to the floor and enjoyed some dancing ourselves. Thanks go to the
Fundraising Group for all the work they put in to make the evening a great success.
At our service on Sunday, 6th December, Isla Parishes gained two new Elders. Ken Allen, from Alyth, who has been an ordained elder since April
1965. Also Sally Atkinson from Kilry. We welcome them both into the Kirk Session.
Getting into the Christmas spirit, we had a Christmas Tree decoration exhibition
competition held in the Isla Parishes’ Church, along with a pop up café in Kilry
Hall. After the votes were counted, the Isla Parishes Sunday School tree came in
1st place. Thank you to all the groups that entered and made our Church beautifully festive over the Christmas period.

She Smokes Like a Fish
This original collection of misprints, howlers and more was
gathered over many years.
Local author, Rex
Last, is donating all
the royalties of his
latest eBook to the
volunteer-run newsletter Alyth Voice.
Go to:
www.amazon.co.uk
buy and download a
copy for just £3.
Enjoy a good laugh
as well as supporting a local good
cause.
For information
about the author
and his other
eBooks, go to

Minister, Rev Ian Murray with Ken Allen
who recently joined the Isla Parishes’
Kirk Session

Rev Ian Murray with Sally Atkinson,
who has recently been ordained as
an Elder
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www.locheesoft.com.

Alyth Development Trust: January 2016 Newsletter
The Alyth Development Trust was set up early in 2015, partly in response to plans for the regeneration of the
town centre. Our vision is to improve the environmental, social and economic wellbeing of the community of
Alyth, the town centre regeneration is the first priority within this vision.
In a short time we have signed up over 120 residents as members of the Development Trust, but we’re still
very keen to build our membership in the town and surrounding area and to hear from anyone interested in
serving as a Director in the future. At the end of the newsletter is a membership form, please do sign up or
pass onto anyone who would like to join. To keep updated lease follow us on Facebook: Alyth Community
Development Trust. The Trust also has a regular slot in the Alyth Voice.
Resourcing the Development Trust
Our first application to the Drumderg Fund in February 2015 was successful and Karen Inkster, our part-time
Project Manager and Development Officer was appointed in July last year for an initial period of 18 months
and we are now able to start making progress on all the work that we will need to do to. In addition to financing this post, we need to continually
raise money for running costs. If you have any ideas to help us fundraise we would be delighted to hear from you!
In April 2015 we raised over £500 at our first coffee morning and had a very successful fundraising table sale in November, which raised nearly
£600. We raised a further £150 at the Alyth Film Society showing of White Christmas in December. At the end of the year we also welcomed a
cheque from Thrifty One, the new charity shop in Alyth for £250.
We are planning a further four table sales throughout 2016. The sales will be in Alyth Town Hall on the following Sundays: 13 th March, 12th June,
11th September and 4th December. Tables are available for
£10 and you are welcome to sell anything from crafts, to food, to brick a brac and anything in between!
Town Centre Regeneration
Leading the town centre regeneration is the Development Trust’s first priority. Perth and Kinross Council have committed £250,000 towards this,
with a further sum earmarked depending on the success of the Development Trust in raising a further £90,0000 to further enhance the amount of
improvements that could be undertaken. The floods of summer 2015 and subsequent destruction to the bridges, houses and businesses make the
regeneration more urgent. After some months of delay from the Council, we are pleased to hear confirmation from them that the budgets committed for the regeneration are still available and that the regeneration plans can now advance with the addition of fresh consultations about the replacement of the footbridges and other opportunities that have emerged in the preparations for the regeneration.
Community Consultation
The first of these fresh community consultations, ‘Bridging the Gaps – Building the Future’ will take place on 17th January in the Ogilvie rooms in
Alyth from 10am to 4pm, with a further update on the consultation on the 31st January. All residents of Alyth are invited to attend to record their
views. The purpose of these workshops is to identify the community’s preferences for the placement and design of the replacement footbridges
across the burn and to identify other actions for improvement to make Alyth a more connected and sustainable place for the future. These workshops follow on from previous consultation exercises (‘Alyth 2020 and PKC Placecheck) and are in direct response to the recent flooding. The
results of the workshops will be used by Perth and Kinross Council and Alyth Development Trust as the basis for town improvements so please
come along and make your views heard. This process is led by Alyth Development Trust, facilitated by PAS and with the support of Perth & Kinross Council and funded Sustrans. If you cannot attend the drop-in workshops but would like your views to be taken into account, or need more
informatio please contact: Placecheck@pkc.gov.uk Please find attached poster which gives full information about the consultation. Please feel free
to distribute.
Further Information
If you need further information, have any ideas about fundraising, or would like to become a Director please contact us at: Alythdevelopmenttrust@gmail.com

St. Valentines Day Window Competition.
Alyth & District Business Association is once more sponsoring the St.
Valentines Day Window Dressing Competition. It is hoped that all
businesses in the town will enter.
The displays over the previous eighteen years have been a wonder for
all to view and I am sure this year will also be the same.
“St. Valentine is the patron saint of love” and the way that the window
displays in past years have expressed this has been staggering, with
teddy bears holding hands, lovers on swings, lovers in cars. Couples
holding hands, hearts, roses, Cupid with his bow and arrow, etc.
What will appear this year? We will all just have to wait and see!
The judges Mrs. Kathleen Jackson, Alyth’s Citizen of the Year 2015
and Mr. James Atkinson, Alyth’s Young Citizen of the Year 2015 have
been asked to judge the competition on Saturday 13th February. With
this time frame shield and hopefully certificates will be presented and
on display by Sunday 14th of February
The St. Valentine’s Window Competition Shield will be presented to
the winner along with framed certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.

Alyth Golf Club organised charity
events to assist with the local
flooding earlier this year. Gill
Murray, Club Administrator presented Steve Clark from Alyth
Community Council with a
cheque for £1075.

left to right- Dave Barclay,
Marketing Convener, Steve
Clark, Alyth Community
Council, Gill Murray, Club
Administrator

Michael Kay Secretary/Treasurer ADBA
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Scouts

We were particularly pleased to have Derek Colley come along to present Kyle Mitchell with his
Chief Scouts Award. This is a major achievement for Kyle who has shown great enthusiasm and
dedication to achieve this accolade. The entire leadership team are delighted to recognise his endeavours.
A glance at my diary for December reveals a busy time for all in the Group. One of the major highlights was the Beaver and Cub joint Christmas Party. Even with one section, the meetings are boisterous, but put them both together and the place was positively buzzing. What a time was had by
all. I mean, musical chairs and pass the parcel(s) with 35 taking part lends itself to some pretty stiff
competition. Together with the marvellous spread the Leaders had organised, we practically were
scraping them off the walls before our “Special Visitor” arrived and handed out the presents. We
were delighted to have Rev Mike Erskine join us for the festivities, I hope his hearing has recovered. Well done to Leaders and parents who set this up for their charges
Now trying to carry out a serious programme just before Christmas would be just one big
joke. So one of our meetings was set aside with the theme of “Senses”. With the use of some
technical gizmos, we set the Scouts challenges with sight, touch, feel, taste and hearing.
Frankly I thought we would have to give them some assistance with some of the items, particularly as I couldn’t remember what I had set out, but what a smart set of cookies they turned
out to be. Right on the money every time. Most Impressive. Another meeting was a “Fun
Night”, James and Alex our Young Leaders gave them a version of charades which the
Scouts had to act out. Again the Scouts got them all correct with one notable exception from
the Leaders. I mean, how ever did they manage to guess “Four sausages sizzling in a frying
pan” Beats me that’s for sure. Their reward for this impressive display was a hearty tuck in to
the spread laid out for them
We are delighted to receive support again from the Drumderg Wind Farm Fund. This will
enable us to replace some of our hike tents which have seen better days. It will also allow us
to purchase publications and materials for our new badge scheme for all the Sections. It is
some considerable cost to renew our resources, so this assistance is particularly welcome and has enabled us to get started with his immediately and in a big way. It looks a very promising scheme which will be relevant to young people today.
I hope Santa was good to you all. For my own part he brought a gadget that converts slides into a digital format, which allowed me to see some
slides which were taken from about 1973 - 1980 when we started using a video camera.
These images capture some of the many changes in Scouting – with the common denominator of happy smiling faces having fun running from them until now. Thank you Santa
Ron Kirkpatrick
Forthcoming Events
Bingo Teas on 11th February
Ceildh in Town Hall 20 February
Group Camp to celebrate 100yearsCubs, & 30 years Beavers – mid March
Coffee Morning on 23rd April
Garden Fete on 18th June

No 5 Toutie Street,
Chiropody & Sugaring

To Relatives, friends and neighbours I have made a terrible hash of
my Xmas card list and I know a few of you didn’t get your usual card.
I am sorry for that, so I wish you all a Merry late Xmas and Happy
New Year.
Yours
Edna Kydd

This business has ceased to operate due to the flood and will not be
resuming due to costs. I would like to thank all our clients for their
support over the past fifteen years and take this opportunity to wish
them a Happy and Healthy and hopefully a drier New Year.
Yours Aye. Cathy Ford

Musical Notes

Thank you Drumderg
Thanks to a successful application to the Drumderg Fund, Alyth Musical Society has been able to purchase lighting equipment which will
substantially reduce the hire costs for future productions.
WW2 memorabilia
The Props team for BLITZ! are looking for some genuine souvenirs
from World War 2 to add authenticity to the production (April 19 th –
23rd) Anyone with blankets, helmets, kitbags or any other wartime
bits and pieces hiding in the loft please contact Eleanor Love
632656.
Beetle Drive
Beetle Drive in aid of AMS Funds 17th February, Airlie Street Hall
7.30pm. £3 adults, half price under 16. Refreshments

Thank you
I would like to thank all the children, staff, past and present and
parents, past and present of Alyth Primary School for their good
wishes, cards and presents on my recent retiral. It was a difficult
decision to make as I have thoroughly enjoyed all my years at Alyth.
It is a really special school and I was fortunate to be given the opportunity to teach your children over the last 27 and a half years.
Thank you all
Sandra Heap
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*~*~* ALYTH Dates for Your Diary *~*~*

Useful Telephone Numbers
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601
8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

FEBUARY
4th
Talk on Alaska by Rudi
Gruneberg
11th
Bingo Teas
15th
Valentine’s Lunch
17th
20th
21st
29th
MARCH
3rd

Beetle Drive
Coffee Morning
Ceilidh
Mr Holmes
Volunteers Party
Lunch

5th

Talk by Kathleen Keith on
The Bungalow, Crossreach
Coffee Morning

14th

Lunch

20th
26th
28th

Spectre
Coffee Morning
Easter Lunch

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service, send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Main Health Centre Number: 01828 632 317
Repeat Prescription Line: 01828 633 663
(24 hour answering machine)

APRIL
19th-23rd BLITZ!
23rd
Coffee Morning

Community Nurse: 01828 632425
Health Visitor: 01828 633 954
After Hours
- NHS24 tel: 111
Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm
Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am
Blood Clinic by appt - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

Editor:
Compositors:
Advertising:
Distribution:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:

Alyth Parish Church Guild
Scouts
Alyth Senior Citizens’ Lunch
& Socialising Club
Alyth Musical Society
Cancer Research
Scouts
Film Club
Alyth Community Council
Alyth Senior Citizens’ Lunch
& Socialising Club
Alyth Parish Church Guild
Alyth Senior Citizens’ Lunch
& Socialising Club
Alyth Senior Citizens’ Lunch
& Socialising Club
Film Club
Alyth Musical Society
Alyth Senior Citizens’ Lunch
& Socialising Club
Alyth Musical Society
Scouts

- VOICE TEASER Voice Teaser for December: & Answer:
The following are the first letters of the first few words of popular Christmas carols. Can you guess which seven carols they are from?
RTRNRHAVSN – Rudolph the Red-Nosed reindeer
HCSCHCSCRDSCL – Here comes Santa Claus
JBJBJATWOWFIITR – Jingle Bells
WWYAMCWWYAMC – We wish you a Merry Christmas
FTSWAJHSWACPAABN – Frosty the Snowman
HTHASGTTNBK – Hark! The herald angels sing
SNHNAICAIB – Silent Night

ALYTH VOICE TEAM
Paul Ramsay - 01828 632 992
editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Catriona Ronald
copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Daniel Channon
Pamela Luscombe—01828 633693
(between 9am and 3pm only please)
advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - 07522562679
delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Michael Kay - 01828 632 690
accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Derek Todd - web@alythvoice.co.uk

Voice Teaser for February:
What are the next three numbers in this series?
4, 6, 12, 18, 30, 42, 60, 72, 102, 108, ? ? ?

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice
In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles for
publication are submitted before the 19th day of each month NOTE:
Views expressed (inc. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are not necessarily those
of the team nor can they accept any responsibility for accuracy and
spelling of any article. Please note ALL articles must be
accompanied with a name and address BEFORE they will be published
in the Voice. On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication. Any submission without these details will NOT be included.
It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles submitted
could be in a separate document and in font Arial Narrow, 10pt with
titles Arial, 12pt and bold. Please send pictures as separate attachments.

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts for
publication are submitted before the 14th day of each month
It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all changes
before the dead line of the14th. Changes, adverts received after this
date will not be included. The Voice can no longer call/visit on advertisers. Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if no
further amendments are received. Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
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For

Free
Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784
19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

Alyth Film Club

Blacksmith, Welder & Fabricator
Gates and Rails made, erected and repaired
All fabrication and farm work undertaken

Tel: 01828 632948
Mobile: 07957 766546

A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

A&J

JOINERY

P.V.C. WINDOWS, DOORS, WET WALL
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS
LAMINATE FLOORING
No job too small
All types of joinery work carried out

AW JOINERY

T: 01828 632 581 M: 07597 114 868

Winter Showings at the Ogilvy Rooms.
Sunday 21st February
7.30 Mr Holmes PG
Starring Ian McKellen, Mr Holmes is a new
twist on the world’s most famous detective.
An aged, retired Sherlock Holmes tries to
remember both his final case and a mysterious woman whose memory haunts him.
He also befriends a fan, the young son of
his housekeeper, who wants him to work
again.
Sunday 20th March
7.30 Spectre 12A
Daniel Craig as James Bond is back. A
cryptic message from Bond's past sends
him on a trail to uncover a sinister organization. While M battles political forces to keep
the secret service alive, Bond peels back
the layers of deceit to reveal the terrible
truth behind SPECTRE.

For all your joinery services:
Home Improvements
Fitted Kitchens
Timber Decking
Solid Laminate Floors
01250 870 693
07876 133 342

Doors 7.15pm, donations welcome, refreshments available

www.aw-joinery.com

Looking forward to seeing you all for another year of viewing great films

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

TOSH TILING SERVICES
CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK
FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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Alyth Parish Church
The very successful Christmas Concert
held in Alyth Parish Church on Sunday 3rd
December raised the wonderful sum of
£520 pounds.
This was shared between the Alyth Flood
Fund and the AIR Ambulance Charity.
Grateful thanks has been expressed to the
many people who made this such.

Netherton Framing
Your local, friendly Picture Framer
near Strathmore Golf Centre
Opening hours:
Mon: 10am – 6pm
Thurs: 10am – 6pm
Fri: 10am – 6pm
Or at a time that suits you better by
calling Caroline
Netherton, Alyth PH11 8LT
info@nethertonframing.com
Netherton Framing on Facebook

Classic
Restorations
Tel:01828 633293
Pitnacree St,
Alyth,

Wedding Hire

Let us make your day extra special with our
unique collection of classic Rolls Royce Silver
Cloud, Bentley Mk V1 & Jaguar Mk 1X.

FREE MEASURES FREE DELIVERY

07761 267 559
Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
E.C.A. Registered and Approved

Willow Wood Burners

Log burning is a cheap and
carbon neutral energy.
Wood Burners and flue systems installed.
Hearth and stove surroundings formed from
contemporary to traditional.
Log stores formed, flues swept &
stoves maintained.
Call Arnold White

Tel: 01828 632467/07736248718

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

We are now located at
34 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DQ,
(beside the Jet Garage). 01250 874598

Stewart MacDonald

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Telephone 01828 632 995

IAN BROGAN

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS
Washing machines, Dishwashers,
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners

Telephone 01250 872225
or 07801704997

WINDOW CLEANING.
Licensed and Insured.
Domestic and Commercial.
Town and Country.

We stock carpets from £5.99, various in stock
3m wide vinyls from £9.99.
We have 20+ rolls of in stock carpet,
ready for prompt fitting.
£20 VOUCHER, OFF ANY SALES OVER £250,
WITH THIS ADVERT, AT TIME OF ORDERING

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

RENDEZVOUS
**HAIRDRESSER**

For free quotation

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Call Alistair Thomson

Open Tues - Sat

01250 876435 / 07522 661 006.

Gift Vouchers Available

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

4.30pm - 9.00pm
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975










All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES







Exterior and interior plaster
work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial
work
All work carried out by fully
Qualified professionals and
finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661
mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

Alyth Literary Society
The Alyth Literary Society’s February programme starts on the 2nd February with the
Annual General Meeting at 7.00pm, following which entertainment will be provided by
Jim Broon from Newtyle.
On the 16th February at 7.30pm we welcome
Jim Smith from Kirriemuir with “Jim Smith –
A Man and his Poems”.
The Annual Supper will be held this year on
the 15th March at the Strathmore Golf Centre
when the guest speaker will be Rev. Ian
Murray, Kilry.

Piano Successes
Mrs Susan Marsh is pleased to announce
the following successes in the recent examinations of The Associated Board of The
Royal Schools of Music:
Katy Tripney Grade 1 Piano
Niamh Hunter Grade 4 Piano
Serena Stanhope Grade 5 Piano

WOODLAND & GARDEN
Plan - Design - Build - Maintain

C ommunity
treeC ycle
Alyth, 0758 0778 700
clive@communitytreecycle.co.uk
Garden design, construction & maintenance,
tree surgery, woodland management, bespoke
garden features, signs and furniture

ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

Lost Gardens Of Perthshire

Johnston Groundworks,
Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524
Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

C Max
Garden Services Alyth
All aspects undertaken
22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting,
tree & plant pruning and shaping, border
maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all
types), slabbing & block paving,
landscaping, turfing & grass seeding,
driveways & patio power washing.
From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.
Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

Come along to Loch Leven Community
Campus on Thursday 25 February at 2pm,
to hear author David M Robertson relate
the tales of 10 of Perthshire’s oldest gardens, some reclaimed by nature, others
diminished completely
David has written two books on the Lost
Gardens and the stories of the people who
created them.
Gardens featured include the former pleasure grounds of the Dukes of Atholl which
attracted visitors to Dunkeld in the 18th and
19th centuries, the Japanese Gardens created at Dundarach House in Pitlochry at the
beginning of the 20th century and the stunning terrace gardens which graced the
mansion of Dunira near Comrie between
both the First and Second World Wars.
Admission is free, although booking is essential.
For more information or to book please
contact Loch Leven Community Campus
on 01577 867205 or e-mail lochlevenlibrary@pkc.gov.uk
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ALYTH CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS
200 CLUB
Alyth Christmas Lights
200 Club
December Draw
1st - £50 – 200 – Mr I Milne
2nd - £30 – 170 – Mrs E Gordon
3rd - £20 – 152 – Mr J Fleming
January Draw
(Thanks to Ruth at Thrifty-One)
1st - £50 – 135 – Mrs M Twivey
2nd - £30 – 147 – Miss M Darroch
3rd - £20 – 158 - Mrs A Fleming

Thank you to everyone who
helped in every way to make
our December Coffee Morning
a success when you helped us
raise over £880 for The Lights.

Applications for flood grants now open

Councillors have today (Wednesday 20 January 2016) approved the process of distributing funding from the Scottish Government for properties
flooded in severe weather in July and December 2015 and early 2016.
The flat rate grant of £1,500 per property can be used for households, businesses, community groups (such as sports clubs) and charitable organisations to help with the following:
- To reimburse eligible households for not receiving the full benefit of services they pay for through Council Tax while absent from their
home due to internal property flooding.
- To enable people to protect their homes and businesses against future floods by installing new flood barriers, or by carrying out flood
resilient repairs such as replacing doors and windows with water resistant alternatives, or moving electricity sockets up to a safer level.
Only those properties which were directly affected by flooding, where there was an inundation of water within their premises, on 17 July 2015, 46 December 2015, 29-31 December or in early January 2016 will be eligible to apply for the grant and this remains the only qualifying criteria.
Properties which suffered inundation of the garden only or of outbuildings, sheds and the like, will not be eligible to apply.
In order to ensure that grant money is paid to those who suffered internal property damage, evidence to support the application must be supplied. This can include:
• Photographs/videos of the property flooding
• Independent report from emergency services or local authority attending the property during the flooding event
• Independent report e.g. from an insurance company that visited after the event
• Evidence of a call to the emergency services and/or the local authority advising that property flooding was occurring
Councillor Ian Miller, Leader of Perth & Kinross Council, said: “The announcement of this funding is very welcome and will no doubt come as a
great relief for those whose homes or businesses have been badly affected by the inclement weather. While it is difficult to accurately predict the
number affected by the flooding across all four flooding occasions, we believe it to be in the region of 200 properties.
“I would encourage anyone who thinks they are eligible to make an application. With something like this we want to be able to award this money
as quickly as possible.”
Eligibility details and an online application form can be found at www.pkc.gov.uk/floodingsupportgrant or applicants can call the Council's Customer Service Centre on 01738 475000.

An open letter to the family and friends of Michael Marra.
A few years ago my mum and I were lucky enough to see Michael Marra perform. Then we knew.
His wit and wisdom. His kindness and his openness. His talent. It infused the soul.
The 28th of December this year saw a few friends and I go to the Optimistic Sound Fundraiser, the celebration of Michael Marra and
his work, in Clarks in Dundee.
The place was filled with positive vibes, love and most of all – pure emotion.
Michael and his music impacted on every person in that room on Monday night. We may not have known each other, but the pull of
friendship weaved itself between us all, thanks to Michael.
I was amongst a group who all appreciated - their hearts open, minds open and lungs open and ready to sing!
I don’t get emotional at much these days. I have become numb to television, adverts and gloss.
But as I type this letter, my eyes are filling up at the memory of that experience shared.
I don’t want to add sentimentality for the sake of it.
I just feel so compelled to write this letter to thank the family, for organising the charity night – the amazing performers (all of whom
I suggest you seek out - if you love music) and to the venue for offering a wonderful environment to gather in.
Forever inspired…….
http://optimisticsound.bandcamp.com/album/optimistic-sound-ep

Ashley Kennedy

MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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KEEP CALM
AND
SHINE ON
SCOTT’S MOBILE CAR VALET
Mini Valets from £35
Full Valets from £50
Full interior valets from £35
Full exterior valets from £35

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Free Estimates

9 Airlie St, Alyth

Tel 01828 632302

New Range of Jewellery
PRESCRIPTIONS DISPENSED

Minor ailment service and advice
always available from your
local pharmacist

Handy Hubby 2 Hire
GORDON M KIDD

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite,
TV, Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com
T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Try Pilates classes with

Strathmore

Telephone: 01828 633363

Tel 07715039215 / 01828 650728

DAVIDSONS CHEMIST

Do you have stiff neck and shoulders?
Do you suffer from lower back pain?
Would you like to flatten your abs?

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

All ages and abilities welcome
Classes: £42 per 6 wk block, inc induction
Ante / post natal Mon 19:00 – 20:00
Multi-level Mon 20:00 – 21:00
Ante / post natal Tues 09:45 – 10:45
Multi-level Tues 11:00 – 12:00
Multi-level Thurs 11:00 – 12:00
Greengairs Health & Fitness, Rattray, PH10 7HE
Blairgowrie Physiotherapy clinic, PH10 6ET
Contact: 07730 413674 or Jo@leitfie.com
Strathmore Realistic Pilates. Website to follow
egular classes make you stronger, more mobile and flexible
and help with balance and posture

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS

Enjoy a professional treatment in
warm relaxing surroundings with a
personal touch day/evening
appointments to suit
Nouveau lash extensions & express
lashes.
Full range of waxing
Fabulous Facials
Eye treatments incl Tinting & Perming
Heavenly Bodies Spray Tanning
Make-Up
Manicure/Pedicures
Shellac
Minx
L.V.L Lashes
Body Massage
Packages Available
Gift Vouchers
Call anytime for more information or call in.

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”, Meigle Blairgowrie,
PH12 8RN

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Denwell Driveways &
Landscaping
Barry McLean 01828 633215 /
07738181237

Concrete
Gravelling
Decking
Fencing
Digger Work
Powerwashing
Dung supply
& delivery
Man with a Van

Monoblock
Slabbing
Grasscutting/
Garden Work
Turfing
Chainsaw work
Odd jobs
Skip/Quarry runs
Digger hire from
April 2014

‘Local, friendly, trustworthy and
reliable service’

Ian Miller - Your Local Councillor for the Strathmore Area
Surgery: Alyth Town Hall (Old Chambers) on 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm
Tel: P&K Council 01738 475018 (8:45am-5:00pm) or Home 01250 873304
Email: imiller@pkc.gov.uk
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

 Nail Cutting
 Callus’ or Corns
 Fungal Infections or

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

I&D Insurance Services

The Stables
Bed & Breakfast

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be
there when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

T.V., En-Suite

Athletes Foot

 In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

New Business

Kirkmichael
01250 881731 / 07745593673

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth
01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057







Treatment of back, & neck pain.
Rehabilitation from Surgery, injury, illness or
neurological impairment & mobility
Sports Injury & Sports Specific Rehabilitation
from acute Injury to competition/match fit.
Sports specific screening & injury prevention.

Clinical Aromatherapist

Tel:01250 870062

www.blairgowriephysiotherapy.co.uk

PILATES

Mat Classes and 1 to 1 Classes
St Catharine's Community Centre,
Blairgowrie

The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

01250 874441
28 Wellmeadow,
Blairgowrie.

Treatment for all muscle & joint pain.

1 High Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6ET

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning

For Wills

Put yourself in the safe reliable hands of THE
ONLY Chartered Physiotherapist in Blairgowrie
& the Surrounding Areas

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings
Pilates is a corrective form of
exercise, targeting the deep postural
muscles that support the spine and
lower back, building strength from the
inside out. The aim is to achieve a
balance between strength and
flexibility and plays a key role in injury
prevention and rehabilitation.
For details of class times and prices
Tel: Julie 07963 088 112

Liz Jenkins—mifpa

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.
Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

(Body Control Pilates and Reps Member)

julesbpilates@yahoo.co.uk

FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

JOHN SWINNEY

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 35 Perth Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6DL
Tel. 01250 876576 Fax. 01250 876991

email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday. Evening Service at 6.00pm on First Sunday of each
month. (Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms. New recruits are always most
welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Creche is
available for children under three).
~~~
Prayer Group.
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).
~~~
The Guild. (Meetings held in the Lower Hall at
2.00pm).
4th Febuary - Talk on Alaska by Rudi
Gruneberg
3rd March—Talk by Kathleen Keith on The
Bungalow—Crossreach
~~~
The Church Choir.
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
Special Dates.
4th March—”World Day of Prayer” meeting in
St Ninian’s Church at 7.00pm.
6th March—11am Service of Holy Communion
2pm Service of Holy Communion
6pm Service of Thanksgiving

FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT
see ‘Local Services’
Open Sundays 2-4pm
(Easter till Remembrance)
Tel: 01828 633 045
www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
We now have a Facebook page
www.facebook.com/AlythFHP

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Saturdays
6.30pm
St Mary's,
Dundee Rd.
Coupar Angus

Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Weekday Mass
telephone
01250 872 171
or visit

Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

www.ststephensblair.co.uk

Alyth Parish Church –
Flower Group.

After each Sunday Morning service the beautiful arrangements of Flowers that have
adorned the Church are distributed to Families who have been recently bereaved, to
those who are sick in Hospital or in their own
Home and to anyone else considered to be in
need of some comfort.
This service is provided by a group of dedicated people who give of their time every
Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any
way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson on
01828 632 151. Your help will both valued
and much appreciated by many.

Soft Tennis

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES

Every Wednesday Morning
10.30 – 11.30
Airlie Street Hall Cost £2.00 per session
Never played before? Come and have a
FREE trial session.
Spare racquets available. Just turn up
or ring May (633530) or Pat (633400) for
more information.

ALL ARE WELCOME

Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

February
7th 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
14th 11am Sung Eucharist
21st 11am Sung Eucharist
28th 11am Sung Eucharist

Home Safety Check—
Angus Care and Repair
Recent statistics released by the Information Services Division – NHS.:
In 2012 / 2013 there was an 18% increase in hospital admissions in Angus
for people aged over 65 years of age, due
to home injury.
As you will be aware, we can carry out a
home safety check for older or disabled
people, free of charge.
I would ask you to remind people of this
service in order that we can try to eliminate as many of the environmental hazards as possible.
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MAILING LIST

Our continued challenge to ensure the future of a
free Alyth Voice, has led to implementing a
charge for postal Voices. An annual charge of
£21 will apply to all UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of
producing the Voice.
To get your Voice by post, send to
Mike Kay, 15 Airlie Street, Alyth,
PH11 8AH.
We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the
page every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you don’t need to join Facebook, just follow
the link on the Voice website. The main advantage of having a Facebook presence is the
real-time ability to circulate information instantly.
It’s worth a look...
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice/188758381152091

DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently
to the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps
ensure the Voice remains free to every household. There are 3 ways to donate:

1.
2.
3.

Collection Tins in shops,
Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using
the secure
PayPal system.

Please support your Voice today.

Your Letters, Public
Notices & Local Groups

Thrifty One

From the Community For the Community
Re-using Re-cycling Up-cycling
31 Airlie St. Alyth
Open Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am to 4pm
Donations and Volunteers much needed

Don’t have access to email?
It’s free in the Airlie Street Library

Alyth Flood Slide show

Response from Ian Miller:

On behalf of Alyth Photographic Club I am trying to put together a
DVD of the flooding last year. It is proposed that this slide show would
be shown at any commemorative day that is proposed.
In order to do this I obviously need material of the event to put on the
disc.
Do you have any photographs or video that I can use?
I am aware that a lot of information is out on social media but it would
help me if I had the original or a copy of any graphics you may have.
Any material would be copied by me onto a separate data disc so that
the original is preserved intact. This would be returned to the owner.
Please let me know your name and contact details.
If you can help please contact me via david.stanghon@gmx.co.uk or
01250873575.

Thankyou for your message of 28th December 2015 . Now that the
holiday period is over I have been pursuing the matter further and
have been able to establish the following.
Whilst there is no written policy regarding pupils coming into
schools, or not, prior to the start time there are clear requirements
linked to staff/ pupil ratios which we are required to adhere to and
are designed to ensure the health and safety of all pupils. Often the
necessary staffing may not be available in an ad hoc way (linked to
bad weather for example) that would enable a head teacher
to allow access for all pupils prior to the bell ringing in the morning
etc. Also, strictly speaking, teachers are not expected to supervise
pupils outwith teaching times and this cannot be enforced other
than in exceptional circumstances.

Dear Voice Readers,

Having said all of that, if the weather was exceptional, schools
would try to bring in those children (often the youngest) who may
be out in the playground. This would be organised by the Head
Teacher or delegated to another member of staff. Schools try to
encourage all adults who drop children off at any school to see
them into the playground and then leave them to play etc. The
ratios required to be adhered to for supervision in the playground
are far more generous than when the children are in classrooms.

Since the start of the new school year I have been accompanying my
young grand children to school on a regular basis and have been disturbed by what I witnessed on too many occasions last term. I have
watched in disbelief and mounting anger as young children (some as
young as 5) are left to stand around in the rain (and occasionally
snow) outside the infants’ entrance as staff inside gaze out at them
unwilling to open the doors one second before the bell sounds at 9am.
I personally find this unacceptable, and no encouragement to those
parents who try to get their children to school on time. I have written to
our councillor, Mr Miller, telling him so and suggesting that on those
mornings when the weather is bad – and we have had plenty of those
recently - the school might open its doors, say 5-10 minutes early to
allow the children in rather than leaving them outside exposed to the
elements. The response (from the Education authority) was that this
was ‘not possible’. Significantly, no reason was given – not surprisingly, since I can think of no good reason that could possibly justify such
behaviour and indifference to the welfare of these children. There is
the school hall immediately off the entrance where the children could
assemble, if it were not thought appropriate to admit them directly to
their classrooms, and plenty of staff on hand at that time to provide the
necessary supervision.

Following contact with the Alyth Head Teacher she has confirmed
that the practice in the old building was not to bring young people
inside for 5/10 minutes before the start of the school day in exceptionally poor weather. The reason for this was that there was previously a shelter which children could use in the playground.
Taking into account the new circumstances it has been agreed that
whilst in the decant facility, and then in the new school, the Head
Teacher will, when the weather is extremely poor, allow pupils to be
inside for 5/10 mins before the official start of the school day. Parents/carers will be encouraged not to bring children to school too
early on such days and will also be encouraged to drop children off
and not wait in the playground (as in the case across most
schools).
I do hopethat this relaxation will address some of your concerns.

With the upgrading of the school yet to start – I understand that no
date has yet been agreed to by the contractors – and the work likely to
extend for many months, if not years, the children at Alyth primary
school (and their parents) are already getting a raw deal – far from
acceptable conditions both inside and out. Is it too much to ask the
Authorities to show some appreciation of this by responding more
positively to my suggestion and demonstrating that they do have the
welfare of the children at heart – it is after all little enough and virtually
cost free. I urge all parents (and grandparents) who think like I do to
contact their councillors and/or the Education Authority to request that
they think again.

Yours Sincerely
Ian

Coffee Morning
Saturday 20th Feb 2016 in Airlie St Hall in aid of Cancer Research.
There will be a Raffle,Cake+Candy,Tombola,Prize Hamper,Guess the weight of the Dumpling and few other tables to
keep everyone amused.

David May
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Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups
CHRISTIAN AID

Glenisla WRI

Nan writes: Dear People of Alyth,
Of the number of charities Mhairi McMillan (wife of the late Revd.
Hector McMillan) had connections with, ‘Christian Aid organiser’
was the one which I favoured.

Sheelagh Cameron presided at the first meeting of the New Year
when Frances Fleming of The Peel, Lintrathen gave a very interesting
demonstration of Napkin Art. This craft involves using tissue napkins
to decorate and revamp household items which give pleasing results.
Hilary Lawrence proposed thanks. Hilary went on to be placed first for
the flower of the month and also led the way for the other two competitions, a small jar of marmalade and the prettiest napkin with Sheelagh Cameron taking second for the marmalade and Jenny Ralston
second for the napkin..

Since then, and for over 30 years, the annual Christian Aid Week
has come alive in Alyth for me, and probably all Alyth people too,
because of the faithful team of church representatives from St.
Luan’s, St Ninian’s, and Alyth Parish Church. There was the pre
-publication annual theme awareness; the Big Red Envelope; the
Door-to-Door Collection; and the knowledge that a ‘weel-kent
face’ would visit every household in Alyth and district during
Christian aid Week, thus giving each occupant the opportunity to
donate. This method, alongside the diligence of our faithful
Team of over 40 collectors became, I believe, the “face of Christian aid” in Alyth, and, consequently, the generosity of the Alyth
people could be likened to a ‘pulse beat’ – continual support,
regular and from the heart. Last year’s total was £2,807:54 – as
you can see, every penny counts.
I give thanks to everyone who has helped over the years and
given their support, in whatever way, towards Christian Aid and
the wonderful works it carries out. Particularly, I give and immense and very grateful “Thank you!” to the very special people
who made my task possible – our Team, my Team. I am now
stepping down as Christian Aid organiser, but will remain a District Collector. Rona Nicolson is the next Christian Aid organiser
in Alyth and district, and I will give Rona all the help I can, and I
hope and trust all “Our Team” will do likewise.
May God bless you all.

Youth Club 1: 9years-1st year, Mondays 6.30-8.00pm, Alyth
Community Wing (From the Hub when the new session starts
17th August)
Youth Club 2: 2nd year-14 years, Tuesday 6.30-8.30pm, The
Hub
Girls Group: 9years - 15years, Friday 6.00-8.00pm, The Hub

Sincerely,
Nan White

Job Busters (Employment and Training Service): 15-25 years,
Thursday 2.00-5.00pm, The Hub

Rona writes: Hello, everybody. I know I have very big shoes to
fill in replacing Nan, but am hugely relieved to know that she will
be there to give me a helping hand and words of advice and
wisdom.

The Hub Drop-In Centre: 15 - 25 years: Monday-Friday, 4.009.00pm, The Hub
Alyth Youth Partnership is a charitable organisation that engages
with all young people aged 9-25 years of age.

Of course, the most important people in making a success of
Christian Aid week are the people of Alyth. I look forward to
getting to know the Team of Collectors, and encourage anyone
who would like to come and join us, to contact me or the Christian Aid representative in any of the Alyth churches.

AYP is a non-uniformed organisation that means you can wear
anything you like when you participate at the clubs or drop-in centre.
If you are a young person aged 9-25 yrs of age and you are wandering if the AYP is for you then grab a friend and come along to
one of the clubs or pop into the drop-in centre to have a look
around. There is no pressure to sign up to any of the projects, volunteer opportunities or exciting activities we offer.

As you are aware, Christian Aid is a very worthwhile charity; one
I have been involved with since I was a Girl Guide, when we
used to put the red envelopes through the doors in the streets
round about the Church Hall where the Guide meetings were
held so that the Collectors wouldn’t have to make two trips out.
No matter where I have lived, Christian Aid is a charity I have
always supported. It was a pleasure to meet so many of you last
year as I distributed and collected the Christian Aid’s distinctive
Red Envelopes.

Follow us:
Web: www.alythyouthpartnership.com
Email: alythhub@hotmail.co.uk
Instagram - Alyth Youth Partnership
Facebook - Alyth Youth Partnership SCIO
Twitter - @AYPHUB

Please join me in continuing all the good work Nan has done.
Sincerely,
Rona Nicolson
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Your Letters, Public Notices & Local Groups
STRATHMORE TOTS
Parent and baby/toddler group
We meet every Monday
10am - 12 noon
in the Alyth town
Please join us for a tea or coffee
and chat while the children play.
Snack is provided. £2 per family to
cover costs.
Find us on facebook or email strathmoretots@gmail.com

Alyth & District Pipe Band
Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for
new or experienced members, either
pipes or drums.
Tuesday night practise in Alyth Town
Hall from 6pm, any more information
please contact Elaine Sturrock 01828
640312.

Glenisla WRI
Alyth badminton club

meet in Glenisla Community Hall

Tuesdays in the Airlie Street Hall.

Contact Kathleen Davidson on 01575 582 205
or Sheelagh Cameron on 01575 573214
New Members Welcome
Thursday 11th February 2016 at 1.30pm (note
afternoon meeting)
“TALK & EXERCISES BY ANGUS CARDIAC
GROUP”
Thursday 10th March 2016 at 7.30pm (note
evening meeting)

Membership £15.00
Nightly Fees £3.00
New members welcome over 18’s only.

Alyth Senior Citizens' Lunch
& Socialising Club
(Perth & Kinross Healthy Communities
Project)
Tel Jackie Doe 01738 473146

New Members & Volunteers
Most Welcome

Exercise Group at 10.00 in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.00p per session payable to the
Instructor)
Every Monday from 4th January
2016 until 5th December (Except
4th July).
Lunch at 12.30 in the Airlie Street
Hall (£2.50p per person)
15 February (Valentine`s Lunch)
and 29, 14 March and 28
(Easter Lunch)
Please note that our first Coffee
Morning will be held on 5th
March.
Would you like a lift to the Lunch
Club? Telephone 632023.

“KIRRIE THE FIT? – COMEDY with ALLAN
THOMSON AND BOB WALLACE,
KIRRIEMUIR”
Membership £20.00
Visitors £3.00

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of Alyth Primary
School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their community. The group meets on a Tuesday at
1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall. Our walks
last approximately 45-50 minutes. Walking
is a great way to keep active and make you
feel better. We think it's much more fun
walking in a group and enjoying a good old
blether! On average we have about twenty
walkers so why not come and join
us. There is no need to book, just turn up
on the day!

NEW COMMUNICANTS
If you would like to become a member of Alyth Parish Church, please
contact the Rev. Mike Erskine on
01828 632 238 or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

Peter Robertson (Walk Leader) 01828
632674
Marja Dalziel 633 032 (Walk Leader).
Tom Dalziel 633 032 (Walk Leader).

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Regards Gordon Coutts

Meigle Art Group
The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings from 10am 12pm and
would welcome new members.
Equipment can be provided
for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?
We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

JIM MORRICE
Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition
Tel:01828 633 137

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Beginners Welcome!

PETS PANTRY

Solutions

19 High Street, Blairgowrie

Tel: 01250 870772

Keith Nicol

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

alythsolutions@aol.com

Solutions Print and Promotion Facebook
page, check out the latest designs and
images available; new catalogue for 2015
lots of exciting garments for leisure,
corporate or just for fun………..ring Mike
01828633065/07742934072
No min charge, no setup charges,

Carpet Care

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Independent Living Solutions for
older people

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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As we grow older, making a decision about
where to live is stressful.
“Should I Stay of Should I Go?”

We can help you assess all your options using
our ‘Home For Life’ Toolkit.
If you want to stay where you are, we can
advise on and project manage adaptations to
your current home so that you can continue to
live there safely and independently
Or, we can support you through the entire
process of moving and downsizing to a smaller
property, sheltered housing, residential care or
nursing home.
Find out more at www.thehomestraight.org.uk
Or email us at: info@thehomestraight.org.uk
or call us on 07840 544420

Local Services and Appeals
ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT
in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm
From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

1850s to date, there are now
over 6,500 photographs of
local people, schools, businesses, events, views, weddings, etc
Parish records from 1623 —
1854
Baptism records from 1900s
to date
6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for
Alyth’s 3 cemeteries
Publications & memorabilia
over 150yrs
ADMISSION FREE

Alyth Library

(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Sunday—Closed
Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm &
5pm—8pm
Friday 9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

Thank you to the many local people who have
handed in ink cartridges, mobile phones etc
for recycling. The charity which provided the
collection facility and contributed to NSPCC
no longer operates that service.
We have sourced a new collector for ink cartridges although not as yet for other items.
Please continue to bring your ink cartridges
only down to the Health Centre until further
notice. Thank you.

Home-Start Perth is a
voluntary organisation which
supports Families with young
children throughout Perth and
Kinross. Our trained
volunteers, who all have
parenting experience,
will visit a family in their own
home offering practical and emotional
Support. Volunteering for Home-Start Perth
can be very rewarding. We are always
looking for new volunteers. We are also keen
to encourage new Trustees to Home-Start
Perth. If you feel you have skills which could
benefit the organisation, please get in touch
for an informal chat in the first instance with
Susan on 01738 638847. Visit
www.homestartperth.org.uk or email us on
info@homestartperth.org.uk.

Alyth Library

Calling all Alyth Voluntary Groups and
Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library windows

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player
req. / Music CDs and Videos
Telephone 01250 872 905 for
details

STRATHMORE DEMENTIA
INFORMATION CAFÉ
This drop-in café has information
stalls to browse and time to chat
over a cup of tea/coffee with other
people with dementia, family members and carers.
The café is held on the last Tuesday of the month in St Catharine’s
Church Hall, George St, Blairgowrie
PH10 6EY, from 10am-12 noon
There will be speakers to give a
short talk on alternate months and
on the other months, complimentary
therapies and hand massages. See
local press for details.
Staff from the Strathmore Dementia Service will also be available
every month to offer free, confidential memory tests. No need to book,
just come along.
For further information, please
contact Strathmore Day Opportunities on 01250 871938 or Fiona Matthews, Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor on 01738 562358
We look forward to seeing you
there.

Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please
contact the Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please contact us at
copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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Café in the Square
2-6 Market Square
Alyth
01828 958040

SHEAR SUCCESS
12 Airlie Street Alyth
01828 633234

Monday Closed,
Tuesday 10 - 3 and
Wednesday 10 - 5 apts
available with Zoe,
Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5,
Saturday 9-1

JRT’s
Gents & Juniors
Hair Salon
Closed Mondays
Open from 9.30am
Tues- Sat
3 Commercial Street
Alyth
Tel: 01828 632637
No Appointment
Necessary

Open from 7.30am - 4pm Monday to
Saturday serving full breakfast and
breakfast rolls, light bites and lunches as
well as main meals from our specials
board!
Our new menu is now available and
includes porridge, waffles, bagels,
pancakes, fresh fruit and yoghurts. A
choice of 2 home made soups available
each day as well as favourites such as
macaroni cheese and stovies. Why not
try our popular cheeseburger panini! A
selection of pies, bridies, sausage rolls,
burgers, paninis, toasties, baked
potatoes and filled rolls are available to
sit in or take away as well as a selection
of delicious cakes, traybakes and
scones. Steam pudding with custard and
waffles with maple syrup and ice-cream
now feature on our new menu. Our
fantastic range of coffees, teas and hot
chocolate are also available to take
away. Flavoured coffees and hot
chocolates are also available!
Don't forget you can phone and pre
order your breakfast or lunch on
01828 958040.
Highchairs and baby change available.
Our new children's menu is also
available including macaroni cheese,
soup, fish fingers and nuggets.
Children's meals include a diluting juice
and custard or ice-cream.
Outside catering and buffets to order.
Don't forget to like us on Facebook or
leave a review on Trip Advisor!
Loyalty cards available.

Kirrie Horse & Country
12 Bank St, Kirriemuir, DD8 4BG

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

www.weemachines.co.uk

adams

 wills & executries  employment law
 dispute resolution  commercial
 power of attorney  property
 legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

SALE OF ALYTH SCENES
POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

Equestrian Supplies and Feed
Hoggs of Fife Clothing

(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street, Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

– solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”

-----------------------------------------------

01575 572500

WEE MACHINES

farah

G A Davidson
Your local joiner and contractor since 1953

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor
For Surgeries in the
comfort of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

“ No job too big or too small”
*New

build and extensions.

*Replacement windows and doors.
* Kitchens.
*Repairs and alterations.
*All types of joiner work carried out.
Call or email for advice and estimates
01828 632070

07525235681

gd.davidsons@gmail.com
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Liz Sullivan
Soul 2 Soul Therapies

Shaping Up…?
Lose 7 – 10 Pounds
In Just 9 Days!!

Reflexology, Reiki, Crystal Healing
Relaxation Techniques for Anxiety,
Stress & Emotional Regulation
34B Lower Mill Street, Blairgowrie
PH10 6AQ. Tel: 07518 177 796
Email: sullivan.lizzy@yahoo.com

We Will Show
You a Healthy
and Balanced
way to Lose
Weight…!

CRIGHTONS
CYCLES





Call Janette on 01828 640633

Too much month at
the end of the
money…??

New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Would an extra
£300 - £500 per
month working parttime with flexible
hours appeal to you?

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

Cherrybank I Leitfie Terrace
New Alyth I PH11 8NF
www.amandablakeman.com
Online Accounting Service
 24/7 access to your accounts, safe,

Call Janette on 01828 640633

reliable and fast.

Full Bookkeeping, VAT and Payroll
Services
 Self assessment, management and
year end accounts.

 Computerised or Manual.
 SAGE training and business
start-up.

 Free initial consultation.

Tel: 01828 633553

18 Mill Street Alyth, Ph11 8BJ
Tel: 01828 633781 Mobile: 07432216525
Just 4 Kidz Day Care Nursery
We are a privately owned Nursery which is registered
with Perth & Kinross Council, to provide
Government funded places for children aged 3-5 yrs.
Entitlement would be for 16 hours free per week. Split
funding is available with the local Authority Nursery.
***********************

Private Services for children aged 6 months to 5 yrs.
*Full Days 8am-6pm* Half Days am &pm*
3 hr Play sessions
***********************

As the local play group has closed; we have some
availability to provide Early Learning and Child Care
play sessions for 2 year olds for both am and pm
sessions at a reasonable price.
In all our sessions we follow
Pre-Birth to Three Guidelines &
the Curriculum for Excellence. Please contact Tracey
or Marie for further details on numbers above.

Sparkles Cleaning
Service

Mollison Construction

all construction catered for foundation and drainage works,
utilities laying, concrete works,
slabbing, kerbing, mono blocking,
site layouts and preparation works.
also available, mini-digger hire with
self drive or with operator
FREE ESTIMATES
Derek Mollison
01828 633 742 / 07745 449 331
derek.mollison@btinternet.com

Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533
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Top o’ Toon

Mycorrhizal Fungi in the Woods

Meh life has changed. Why shudn’t? – A’body elses does. Mine
has aye changed. But this time it’s different. Meh beloved bidey –
in butler has gone – nae mair suffering – for him onyway.

In the autumn of 1996 I attended a meeting at the Creag Meagaidh
National Nature Reserve to celebrate the tenth anniversary of its
notification as a National Nature Reserve. Speeches and presentations were made, after which we gathered into groups to walk
around the place.

Thank – ye tae a’ friends wha cam tae his swan sang party. We’d
thocht o’ anither “Cheap Do” Party but niver got roon’ till it, so his
wake turned into ane. Eh hope Gordon wis chuffed at the jollity, &
meh muckle straw bonnet. Nearly like auld times!

As we walked up from the Aberarder Farmhouse I noticed a fine
bolete by the side of the path that leads to Coire Ardair. After a few
moments, the late Professor Fred Last stopped us. He pointed to
the fungus and said, ‘If you are thinking of planting trees, you
should look around to see what fungi are growing in the area. They
are what tells you which species of tree to grow, not the trees.’
Professor Last went on to explain that certain fungi enjoy a symbiotic relationship with trees. These fungi have evolved ways of obtaining nutrients such as sugars and carbon from trees while
providing their hosts with nutrients such as phosphates from the
soil. The discovery of this symbiotic relationship between trees and
fungi was first discovered late in the 19th Century, but it was not
possible to show how it worked until relatively recent. It is known
now that between 80 and 90% of plants depend on a relationship
with mycorrhizal fungi. Other fungi get what nutrition they need
from breaking down dead wood, or infecting living trees (e.g. butt
rot). Some do a bit of both, consuming dead wood and infecting
living trees.

Certain ither doily paper widnae accept “bidey – in” sae eh’ve landed up, efter 40 years o’ glorious sinning as a “dear friend” Strange fickle society p/c!
Whit ehm eh daein’ then fir Xmas? Braw Texan Connie invited me
tae Xmas meal – Aince agen ehm, blessed wi’ freeinds & memories.
By the time you read this (if ye div) yuletide will be ower. Maybe
only Hogmanay wi’ its garish crepe – happed first – footin’ kippers
left. Remember them?
Niver made “White Christmas” film. Seen it. Didnae fancy Bing
Crosby agen. Dinnae mind Clark Gable!
Tomorrow’s anither year.

Fred Last’s account of the importance of mycorrhizal fungi reminded me of the first plantation of Scots Pine that we planted here at
Bamff in 1992. Many of the young transplants were not thriving in
their first year. I asked the Woodlands Officer at the Forestry Commission for his advice. He suggested that I get in touch with their
Northern Research Station. I rang and spoke to someone who
suggested that I take a bucket, go to a birch wood and collect
some fungi. I should squash these and add some water, then head
for the hill plantation and spread the mixture around in the areas
where the pines were struggling. He would like to visit, so we arranged a date.

Ever heard o’ a Post Office wi’ nae stamps? Try local Co-op!
Fine wee party in “Singing Kettle”. Thank – ye Andrea & Douglas.
Kirk & Dunkeld bell-ringers at nicht & braw soloists. Of coorce Rev.
Mike at baith – sich stamina & goodwill! And fine kilted hame visits.
Guid white water Errol friends kept a promise tae Gordon tae reddup his garage. Thank – ye, Pauline & John.
Did ye see “Amelie” – French film? Brocht back grand memories o’
Paris. Maybe a bit salacious? (Nae maybe!)

I wish I could remember the name of the man from the Northern
Research Station: let us say he was called Dr. Moss. He arrived
dressed, like Hercule Poirot in the Agatha Christie crime novels, in
a dark suit and shining black shoes. We drove up to the plantation
in my Land Rover and he told me that he had just returned from a
visit to Brazil, where he had been doing advisory work. He was
about to go to a country in West Africa. I felt lucky that he had time
to visit me. We looked at the sickly little trees with their sparse
yellow needles. Time would tell was the advice. Part of the problem could well be that the ground no longer had mycorrhizal fungi
living there and so the trees could not benefit from their presence.

Even got a card frae “Donkey Sanctuary” – Isle o’ Wight &
Trumperton Forge – Letham.
Whit dae ye dae wi’ auld videos?
It’s Xmas Day & ehm aff tae Bamff Estate wi’ Texan Connie & Peter & Boxing Day wi’ Esther & David.
Blessed wi’ freeinds – richt enow.

The consensus among British foresters at that time was that trees
should be fine, given the proper planting conditions, without the
presence of mycorrhizal fungi, but that having them around was a
bonus. Since then the importance of mycorrhizal fungi has been
recognised increasingly.

And even former Hawkhill Aly & Julia aye visit. Must have made an
impact!
But eh aye miss Gordon. Lots o’ fowk dae, according tae cards.
This cood be meh last havers – Eh ken eh keep promising!

Going back to 1996 and the time of my visit to Aberarder: a day or
two after my return home I walked up to the hill plantation and
looked around. To my great delight I saw a bolete and reckoned
that the new woodland would be fine.

Sairly someone (any one) cood dae better than this.
Gordon noo at rest up Glen Prosen at Cramle wi’ Annie, Andrew
Willie & dugs – but we’ve been happy in Alyth. Thank –ye.

Paul Ramsay

25/12/15
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Josi

J & J HOWE

30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8 - 5 Saturday 9 -1

Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service
Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal
AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
Auction sale on Mondays 6pm
Goods on view from 2pm day of sale
Also Saturday 2 - 4
Office open Tues and Wed 8.30 - 4
See weekly list and auction dates on line
VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP
We sell and fit carpets, cushion floor,
blinds and curtains.
Try our free measuring and estimating service.
Samples to take home and check the
colours in your room.
For further details of all these services
phone 01250 872361
or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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£450*
New Full Membership
for 2016

The Alyth Golf Club
Pitcrocknie
Alyth
Perthshire PH11 8HF
Tel: 01828 632268
E-mail: info@alythgolf.co.uk
Website: www.alythgolfclub.co.uk

*Payment Options Available

Includes complimentary golf at Forfar Golf Club, membership of James Braid Association and Carnoustie
Country with vastly reduced green fees. Reciprocal outings, Club matches, competitions daily from Tuesday
to Sunday, significant reductions at Crail, Ballater and Aboyne Golf Clubs.
Magnificent practise facilities with range and Pee Wee Course, excellent clubhouse and catering facilities.
New member benefit for 2016- Discounts at Alyth Hotel, Red House Hotel (Coupar Angus)
Dalmore Inn (Blairgowrie) Porters (Dundee) and The Hotel (Broughty Ferry)
Junior Memberships from £10
Free Junior Coaching throughout the summer.
Flexible Golf Package £150
10 rounds and handicap. Ideal for occasional players.
All with suitable payment terms to meet your needs.
Get Into Golf Package £120
Great way to learn - includes 5 lessons, 4 rounds on full course and unlimited use of practise facilities and
Pee Wee course. Sample golf, and get tutored with other beginners.

The Club is proud to have recently been awarded
The Scottish Golf Tourism Award for The Best Course
under £50 a round.

Golf at Alyth, it doesn't get any better.
Contact Gill Murray, Club Administrator on 01828 632268 ext 4 for details.
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SC AUTO SERVICES
Victoria Street, Alyth
01828 633660

ALL CARS, VANS AND 4X4’S WELCOME

SERVICING ● MOT PREP ● MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Serving our local community since 1985

TIMING BELTS ● WELDING ● BRAKES ● CLUTCHES

Currently registering new NHS, Private and

ELECTRICAL REPAIRS ● TOWBARS SUPPLIED &
FITTED

Highland Dental Plan patients

FULL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE INCLUDING
KEY AND IMMOBILISER PROGRAMMING
ABS FAULTS, AIRBAG FAULTS, ENGINE FAULTS
ANY LIGHT ON YOUR DASHBOARD WE CAN HELP

Same Day Emergency Appointments
(please phone by 9.30am)

WE OFFER A WIDE RANGE OF NEW CARS AND VANS
FOR SALE. WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE SELECTION
OF MOTOR FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT EVERYONES
POCKET, INCLUDING BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE,
PERSONAL CONTRACT HIRE, FINANCE LEASE, PCP
AND HIRE PURCHASE.
WE ARE CONFIDENT WE CAN FIND THE RIGHT DEAL
FOR YOU.

www.scautocarsales.co.uk
www.scautoservices.org.uk




Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.
Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Authorised and regulated by the FCA
Credit licence number – FRN620641

Northlands Nursing Home

Macnabs is delighted to announce the expansion of its Blairgowrie Office,
Courts and Private Client Departments.
Well respected local court practitioner Jamie Baxter formerly of
A & R Robertson & Black has joined the Macnabs Court Team. Based in
the Allan Street, Blairgowrie Office - many of you will already know Jamie,
who was brought up in Blairgowrie, from his local Blairgowrie connections.
Jamie practises in all areas of court work such as matrimonial, contact and
civil disputes with a focus on criminal matters such as road traffic matters.
This latest addition to the Macnabs Court Team means that Macnabs with 7
Court Solicitors has the largest team of litigation specialists in Perthshire.
Our solicitors are experienced in all areas of court work and can serve our
clients throughout Perthshire.
Jamie will be assisted in the Blairgowrie office by Hazel. Hazel McIntyre is
also a local Blair girl. She will be working in the main Blairgowrie front office
and is available to help you with any property related matters.

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
 Highly qualified stable staff team
 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
 Home cooked choice of meals
 Secure gardens
 Some fully funded places available

Additionally, local solicitor Susan Mackay (who might be known to you as
Susan Maxwell having recently married local undertaker, Martin Mackay)
has joined our Private Client Department. Susan is experienced in Wills,
Powers of Attorney, Executries and the provision of services for our older
clients.
Senior Private Client Partner, Andrea Hay, says “Macnabs is delighted that
Susan has joined our growing firm. Macnabs believes in traditional
personal service provided by knowledgeable, skilled solicitors. Susan is a
local girl and is well placed to assist our clients in Blairgowrie, Alyth and
surrounding areas.”
If you wish to make an appointment to see Jamie or Susan then please
telephone 01738 623432 or email jamiebaxter@macnabs-law.co.uk and
susanmackay@macnabs-law.co.uk

Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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Thrifty One

From the Community, for the Community

Opening times: 10 am – 4 pm Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Saturday
Phone: Briony 07592 338449.( speak or leave a message)
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One

We have now been open for about three months. Already we have a core of regular customers
who pop in to browse, blether & buy. Donations arrive steadily. And especially this last week or so,
new folk are beginning to find us.
We have been touched by all the positive comments and encouragement we have received.
We had great fun with our Christmas windows, creating an Ice Queen out of bubble wrap was
quite a challenge! Thanks to our volunteers for working so hard on the displays and especially to
Anne Wallace for bringing her expertise to the wonderful woodland Christmas window.
The Thrifty One Christmas Raffle raised £65 for the Alyth Christmas Lights Fund. Thanks to Nikki
from Alyth Bike Shop for drawing the raffle and Thank you to everyone who bought tickets.
At the end of the year we were pleased to hand over a cheque of £250 to Alyth Community Development Trust. This was only possible due to the generosity of Alyth Folk, so a huge Thanks to all
our customers and donators. It’s a great start to a new venture.
All donations are gratefully received. We are working to establish an EBay shop to open up some of our stock to a wider customer base. We are
also considering passing on unsold warm clothing to one of the local groups taking supplies out to refugees. We welcome your opinion on this, so
do pop in & let us know.
We have had requests for knitting wool, so if anyone has a few balls to spare ...?
Welcome to another three volunteers, Michelle, Lucy & Pat. Their help is much needed. However
the more the merrier, so if anyone has a couple of hours to spare, do come in and let us know. It’s
much more fun if there are at least two folk in the shop and means we can process donations more
efficiently. It also means that we can look to opening more frequently in the near future. For the
moment we are open Tuesday, Thursday Friday & Saturday 10am to 4pm.
For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please
like & share us with your friends. The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise.
Thanks!

DRAWING ON THE WRITER WITHIN.
An eight-week course in creative writing on Sunday afternoons,
2-4.30pm, starting February 21. Venue, Clunie Hall, midway
between Dunkeld and Blairgowrie (
http://www.cluniehall.co.uk/location)
Six writers maximum; five places still open. Cost £150, but with
a 10% discount if booked and £25 deposit paid before January
31. DOTWW is powerful transformational work for anyone who
wants to write, is a practising writer but blocked or seeking
greater authenticity, or looking to move their life forward with the
help of the written word. All a writer needs is courage, commitment and an open mind. Website: www.angelajeffs.co.uk) Contact her on 01350-724237, or by email: angeladjeffs@gmail.com
THREE KEYS TO AWARENESS.
From winter into spring: a one-day workshop facilitated by three
members The Perthshire Care and Wellbeing Cooperative
(www.careandwellbeing.coop/news): Leila Mayne (herbalism),
Palma Mule (movement ), Angela Jeffs (the written word). It will
be held on Saturday, March 19, in The Walled Garden, Murray
Royal Hospital, Perth. Maximum number of participants 18. Cost
£60 (lunch included) with a 10% discount if booked by February
14. Contact Leila on 07910-553321 or by email: leila.herbalist@gmail.com); Angela on 01350-724237/
angeladjeffs@gmail.com; Palma on 0787-526 7902/
enquiries@creativepalma.co.uk
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The Alyth Film Club is supporting the Mar Lodge Estate Mountain
Film Festival on Friday 12th and Saturday 13th February 2016.
Please see the attached poster for details and feel free to pass on.
Ticket sold out last year. You can book over the phone on 013397
20164
FRIDAY THE 12TH FEBRUARY - SNOW NIGHT:
LATE (45 Mins) - This new film shows the awesome backcountry
skiing to be found in Scotland. Featuring areas of the Cairngorms
National Park.
THE CITADEL (55 mins) - A film made by Alastair Lee charting
Matt Helliker and Jon Bracey's first ascent of the Citadel (see picture), a remote peak in the Alaskan Neacola Mountains.
A BIT LIKE NORWAY (6 Mins) - Freeskiers visit Norway, then
return to Scotland to see how it stacks up.
SATURDAY THE 13TH FEBRUARY - ROCK NIGHT:
STONE FREE (32 mins) - Stunning portrait of Britain’s most accomplished solo free-climber, Jules Lines.
VALLEY UPRISING (98 Mins) - The unforgettable fate of the bold
rock climbing tradition in Yosemite Valley: half a century of struggle
against the laws of gravity - and the laws of the land.
Children £5/Adults £10 per night. Event supporting the National
Trust for Scotland
Tickets available now from the Braemar Mountain Sports Shop,
The Outdoor Store in Ballater and the Mar Lodge Estate Rangers
Office (see number below).
Licensed bar and refreshments available.

Get Involved in Shaping the Future of your Area
Local Development Plan – Main Issues Report Consultation

We need your views on how the future of your area will be shaped in terms of housing supply, provision of business land,
the natural and built environment, transport and green issues.
As part of the Local Development Plan (LDP) process, Perth and Kinross Council has published a Main Issues Report which
sets out the Council’s general proposals for development in the area. This is a review of the currently adopted LDP and the
MIR will focus on the areas where changes are being sought.
The public consultation runs from the 23 December to 16 March 2016. A number of public exhibitions, drop-in sessions and workshops at various locations throughout Perth and Kinross are coming to you soon. These public events will allow people to speak to officers, raise issues and
submit comments on the Main Issues.
We would encourage you to get involved in this consultation by coming along to one or more of the events which will be held throughout the
Perth and Kinross Council area.
3 February
20 February
23 February
25 February
27 February
2 March
15 March

4-6pm
11am-3pm
3-8pm
4-8pm
11am-3pm
3-8pm
4-6pm

2016
Online Surgery – Twitter (@PKCPlanning #PlanPKC)
Birks Cinema, Aberfeldy
Loch Leven Community Campus, Kinross
Blairgowrie Community Campus, Blairgowrie
Perth Concert Hall, Perth
Aytoun Hall, Auchterarder
Online Surgery – Twitter (@PKCPlanning #PlanPKC)

Further information and updates will be available online (www.pkc.gov.uk/mainissuesldp2) and you can keep up to date with the LDP process
by following us on Twitter @PKCPlanning #PlanPKC.
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Blairgowrie & District Hillwalking Club
Affiliated to the Mountaineering Council of Scotland
Web: www.bdhc.org.uk

Despite the very wet weather The Blairgowrie and District Hillwalking Club have enjoyed lovely weather for their latest
walks.
On a crisp, sunny, winter's day 23 members of The Club had a fantastic day out walking from Comrie to Crieff via Glen Lednock and Glen Turret.
Starting at Invergeldie in Glen Lednock, one group reached the summit of Ben Chonzie with spectacular views all round. Snow on the summits
sharpened visibility and some solitary birds of prey were spotted as well as coveys of grouse. From the summit of this solitary Munro, walkers kept
to the summit ridge, skirting Carn Chois before dropping down to the Glen Turret dam and then making their way to the Café of the Famous Grouse
Experience. Another group enjoyed walks around Glen Turret admiring the dam and various water features in the Glen before joining the others in
the Café. On the hills, the new snow was a joy although, on the descent, most walkers plunged into deep snow or hidden bogs that released some
colourful language.
For their Christmas Walks in the Killiecrankie/Pitlochry area twenty seven members of The Blairgowrie and District Hillwalking Club, many with
decorated rucksacks, enjoyed a bright, sunny winter day with fresh snow underfoot and great views of the surrounding hills. Starting at Garry
Bridge one group crossed the footbridge to follow the east bank of the River Garry and then the shore of Loch Faskally to the boathouse before
walking up past the Golf Course to finish at the Moulin Hotel. Also starting at Garry Bridge another group took the Tenandry Loop path which winds
round the east side of Craig Fonvuick, climbing steadily up the snowy path to the summit with splendid views across to Ben Vrackie and Ben y
Ghlo. After descending to Balrobbie Farm to cross the River Garry near the Soldier’s Leap this group walked down the road to join a marked path
leading below Craigower and down the side of the Golf Course to the Moulin Hotel. Two other groups started at the Moulin Hotel and one group
took the Bealach Path over the shoulder of Ben Vrackie and descended in quite deep fresh snow to the Pass of Killiecrankie to walk up the road
and join the path across the hill to the Moulin Hotel. The other group from Moulin climbed the path past Loch a’ Choire to the summit of Ben Vrackie
to enjoy the superb wintry views before descending eastwards to join the Bealach Path and
return to the hotel. Once all were gathered in the Moulin soup and mince pies were enjoyed
followed by a quiz, fun and fellowship to round off a good day on the hills.
The Club also enjoyed a Club Night with a very interesting talk about the Scottish Charity
Air Ambulance which was enjoyed by the audience.
To learn more about the Club please visit our web site (www.bdhc.org.uk). The membership covers a wide range of ages and abilities and the variety of destinations and activities
reflects this. Our meets cover everything from low level glen walks and coastal walks to
scrambling on the Munro ridges and snow gully climbing in winter. Each meet has a variety
of suggested walks of different lengths and difficulties to suit all abilities. Prospective members can attend two meets before deciding to join. Visitors will always be welcome at social
events and club nights. Why don’t you join us to enjoy the magnificent scenery and wildlife
of Scotland and to experience the variety of weather while at the same time becoming fitter!
To register for a meet or for information visit the website: www.bdhc.org.uk or phone Bruce
Henderson (01334 870866).
The programme up June is:
21 Feb
8.00 am Glen Callater
13 Mar
8.00 am Ben Lawers (cars)
25 Mar
7.00 pm AGM and Meal Royal Hotel
03 Apr
8.00 am Glen Ey
24 Apr
8.00 am Glen Dochart – Balquidder
15 May
8.00 am South Cairngorms
03–05 Jun
Spring Weekend: Onich
Photo Top: A group on the summit of Ben Chonzie
Lower: Summit of Craig Fonvuick with Ben y Ghlo behind

THE SAMARITAN CAR SERVICE
Following the retiral of Mrs Eileen Colley, who completed over 20 years of dedicated service as transport co-ordinator for the Alyth, Meigle
and District Nursing and Samaritan Association, the Samaritan Cars will very shortly be up and running again with a new co-ordinator Billy
Gordon. Notices will be posted locally with contact details and booking arrangements will be broadly as before. In order to maintain the
service, we would invite anyone who can spare a couple of hours a month, and has a basic understanding of accounts, to take on the very
valuable role of Treasurer to the Association. Retiring Treasurer John Gordon is very happy to hand-hold in the first year. Two of the more
senior drivers have now retired and we would ask anyone who can spare one or two half days a month to transport mainly elderly people
to Dundee, Perth and Blairgowrie for medical appointments, to contact Marion Duffy Secretary for more details or to offer their services (tel
01828 640494, or email m.c.duffy@crathiebridge.demon.co.uk). This very worthwhile service is very much appreciated by local people
and makes a huge difference to their lives. Please consider volunteering, to keep this service going.
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YOUR VOICE NEEDS YOU!
In the past year, we have indicated the precarious financial position
of the Voice and we continue to look for ways to keep the finances
going.
Not only do we need finances, but we also need volunteers who can
help spread the load of the work required to produce the Voice.
Many on the committee have been on it for years and given much
time and effort to ensuring the community continue to have the
Voice. Catriona will no longer be able to continue to manage the
main mailbox and organise the composition of the Voice from April
2016 – we urgently need someone from the community to

take on this role.

Volunteers Party

The need for new volunteers is an ongoing issue—the Voice will not
continue if people do not come forward to help and support it with
their time and effort. There will be no one to manage the main mailbox and composition of the Voice from April 2016 and there are currently no back-ups for other roles on the Voice team.

Sunday 21st February 2016
2-4pm Town Hall
All volunteers welcome
to our celebration of
community spirit and
presentation for citizens/group
of the year awards

We are in particular need of people to:

Take responsibility for management of the main mailbox
and the composition of the Voice

Help with organising and setting up the adverts

Fund raise

Help manage the Facebook page

hosted by Alyth Community Council

If you are able to help with any of these (or any other!) roles, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
The Voice Team.
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