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Major New Development Proposed
By Glenisla Developments Ltd

Unused land at Glenisla Golf Course is set to be
re-generated into a mixed-use development with site
works commencing in late 2018.
In line with the existing Planning Permission in Principle,
“Glenisla Developments Limited” (GDL) will submit a
detailed planning application to Perth & Kinross Planning
Department in early 2018. This will be for approval to a
mixed-use development comprising housing (with care
provision options), care units for Dementia/Alzheimer
sufferers, nine commercial units, a 40-bed hotel,
environmental works, and improvements to the existing
clubhouse. A draft Masterplan for the site has been
published, to be finalised following the community
consultation process.

View of Phase 1 Site from south side looking up
towards Meethill Road

Following the closure of Glenisla Golf Club due to viability
issues, GDL acquired the golf course land and buildings in
October 2016. To ensure business continuity for future plans, the clubhouse was re-opened under lease to a local business, and
nine holes of the Glenisla golf course were leased to Alyth Golf Club. The former Glenisla clubhouse now operating as Pitcrocknie
bar and restaurant with functions capability and the nine-hole course will remain in place moving forward, for use by locals and
new residents of the development.
GDL’s vision is to develop out the site in sensible phases to remove any transport issues, with up to 30 dementia care units and 20
bungalows proposed in the first phase. Each phase will be negotiated and approved with the planning department. Providing
housing for the elderly and retired with care needs is a focus of the developers with mainstream housing also available to all
interested parties including families and first-time buyers. “Healthy living and well-being in a secure and friendly environment” will
be a feature of the village. A range of bungalows and family homes will be offered in Phase 1 with options on design.
To date, the local council and planning department have been supportive of this mixed-use development including the revised
concept of housing but with “care in the home” options, as well as the specialist dementia care units. We plan to partner with a
reputable local care provider who will manage and staff the dementia care units and offer care packages for other residents within
the development who require it. Stirling University’s Dementia Services Development Centre are also supporting the development
with advice on innovative design features for dementia care services and housing.
GDL is keen to engage with all interested parties including residents of Alyth itself, local golf clubs, social and healthcare
authorities, and local businesses/organisations to help make the development an enhancement to the local community. Once
mature, Glenisla Village will provide an attractive mix of competitively priced homes, including those for the elderly with or without
care needs.
The range of uses proposed will address both residential needs and
employment creation, providing a boost to the local community,
economy, tourism and employment. GDL regard this very much as a
community project for the benefit of Alyth and surrounding areas both
short and longer term.
Local support for the creation of this new village comprising a mix of
housing, care provisions, business use and accompanying leisure/golf
is welcome.
GDL is happy to receive recommendations, queries and feedback
moving forward. See centre pages for more details
View of Phase 1 Site, looking west with
Contact via:
Meethill Road on the right
E-mail:
info@glenislavillage.co.uk
Website:
www.glenislavillage.co.uk (under construction)
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the December issue of the Alyth Voice!
Our big news this month is the publication of the detailed plans for the redevelopment of
Glenisla Golf Course. The people behind the project - Glenisla Developments Ltd - have
contributed our front page article setting out their vision for what will be one of the biggest
transformations of Alyth in many years. In our centre pages you can see a detailed map of the
site showing the various components of the development, including a dementia care complex,
bungalows and mainstream and mixed housing areas.
Glenisla Developments say they want to engage with the local community and organisations in
the run-up to and throughout the process of getting detailed planning permission. The Alyth
Voice wants to encourage and promote as much discussion and debate about this massive
new development of our town as possible, and we urge you to make sure your views are
heard either by talking to the developers direct, or through the pages of the Voice over the
coming months and years as the project proceeds.
What do you think about the Glenisla development? Will it be a good thing or a bad thing, and
why? What do you like about it? What don’t you like? What would you like to see changed, if
anything? Let us know and we’ll do our best to make sure that all views are fairly represented.
Elsewhere in this month’s issue, we’re humbled once again to see the incredible generosity of
Alyth folk. The campaign to raise funds for James Fordyce’s new electric wheelchair, which
we reported on in the last issue, has raced past the halfway mark and shows no sign of
slowing down. Meanwhile, the “Stop the Rot” appeal to tackle the urgent restoration work on
the Parish Church has secured most of the substantial sums needed to help the project go
ahead. Fantastic news for such a highly visible symbol of our little town!
While the focus for the immediate future is on the Glenisla project, let’s not forget what else
could or should be done to improve Alyth. We are already looking forward to the start of work
next year on the Market Square regeneration project being promoted by Alyth Development
Trust. Are there other works that you think the town should be considering? Public toilets,
better parking, pavement improvements particularly for disabled and wheelchair users, a town
history trail or information panels, and more cultural and arts events like “Alyth Creates” these are all things that have come up in discussion recently. Do you have ideas about how
we could do some or all of these? Are there other things we should be considering?
Contact details for the Voice are listed on the back page, and you can always drop us a note
on paper through our dedicated post boxes at Lunans, Thrifty One, and Solutions. (And we’re
also always grateful for donations to help keep the Voice going, through our collection tins at
Pricekracker, Cafe In The Square and the Spar in Meigle - thanks so much!)
Finally, I’m pleased to announce that the Alyth Voice AGM will take place on Wednesday 17
January, starting at 7.00pm in Geo’s Bar on Airlie Street. Hope you can make it, and we’re
looking forward to seeing you there. In the meantime, from everyone on the Voice team, have
a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Kevin Coe
Editor
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

DECEMBER
2nd
Coffee Morning
7th
Carols/Christmas Cheer
9th
Coffee Morning
11th
Xmas Lunch No.1
18th
Xmas Lunch No.2

Airlie Street Hall
Alyth Guild
Alyth Christmas Lights
Alyth Snr Citizens Lunch & Soc.
Alyth Snr Citizens Lunch & Soc.

JANUARY
15th
Lunch
20th
Coffee Morning
27th
Coffee Morning
29th
Burns’ Lunch

Alyth Snr Citizens & Soc
Men in Kilts, ASH 10am
Kirriemuir under 19 football team
Alyth Snr Citizens Lunch & Soc.

FEBRUARY
1st
Local Flora & Fauna
3rd
Coffee Morning
10th
Coffee Morning
17th
Coffee Morning
24th
Coffee Morning

George Milne
Ninewells Ward 3
Musical Society
Pony Club
Cancer Research

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

WHAT’S IN THIS MONTHS ISSUE

NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ

Cover Page
Page 7

Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
After Hours (NHS24):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Page 12
Page 17
Page 20-21
Page 23
Page 27

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm
Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm

Page 29

Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am

Page 31
Page 34 & 35
Page 39 & 39

Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

Page 40

Major New Proposals for Glenisla GC
Stop the Rot Report
Alyth Community Council
Isla Parishes
Family History Project—Thanks
Past My Sell By Date
Glenisla Proposed Master Plan
Alyth In Bloom
Alyth Walkers
Inconsiderate Parking
Alyth Film Club
Suicide Prevention Training Courses
Remembrance Sunday Photos
Turning on The Christmas Lights Photos
Interview with Malcolm Handoll
James’ Fund Raising Campaign Update
Christmas Greetings

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

Est 1953

No job too big or too small
New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM
JOINERY SERVICES

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS :
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL :
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS :
GLAZING AND LOCKS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call or email for advice and estimates

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com
TEL: 01828 632070
www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk

Find us on Facebook :
G A Davidson Joiners

JOHN A McINTOSH

T: 01828632581 M:07597114868

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

IRONING SERVICE
IN ALYTH

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

Don’t have time to do your
own!

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. .
PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE
ARRANGED FROM
ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE
AND SURROUNDING AREA.
TEL: 07842051599

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

TOSH TILING SERVICES

Competitive Rates

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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Across

Down

2.
4.
6.
7.
9.
16.
17.
18.
21.
22.
23.
24.

1.
3.
5.
8.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
19.
20.

Dancing reindeer
Christmas time theatre
Ebeneezer
No crib for a bed
Posted to loved ones at Christmas
Through the snow
The day before
An Advent...
The Bells
Walking in a winter..
He was born on this day
Served on a plate

Causes a Bang at the table
Santas famous phrase
.....Pole
Give and receive
Heard on high
Kissing under it
Santas vehicle
Mr Claus
left on the hearth for Santas reindeer
A different kind of rain dear
The Tree must be....
Glittering strands wrap the tree
Three from Orient

Answers on Page 17
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DF BUILDERS

Stonemason/Bricklayers
1st Class Tradesmen
20 years + experience.
D. Fotheringham
07912565962 or
01828 634102
Check out our work on
Facebook.

Classic
Restorations
Tel:01828 633293
Pitnacree St,
Alyth,

Wedding Hire

Let us make your day extra special with our
unique collection of classic Rolls Royce Silver
Cloud, Bentley Mk V1 & Jaguar Mk 1X.

RENDEZVOUS

Established 1980

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Electrical Contractor
E.C.A. Registered and Approved

IAN BROGAN

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS
Washing machines, Dishwashers,
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners

Stewart MacDonald

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Telephone 01828 632 995

Telephone 01250 872225
or 07801704997

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

4.30pm - 9.00pm
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**HAIRDRESSER**

Open Tues - Sat
Gift Vouchers Available

Following the appeal in the Voice earlier this year, I am now in a position to report the results of our campaign to raise funds
towards the repair of the dry rot in the Church. At that time, we were looking at a bill of some £72,000 - well outside the
resources of Church funds. This figure was reduced to £57,500 as we were able to claim back our VAT on the bill, however
we were faced with a further bill of £6,000 for maintenance work on the steeple bringing our total cost of maintenance this year
to £63,500.
I am delighted to report that we have received the generous help of Church members, the community at large and donations
from outside Alyth thanks to the news of our difficulties being spread by the Voice. As a result we raised £32,500, and this
figure was increased to £43,500 by us being able to obtain £11,000 in grants towards the repairs. Sources of grants to
ecclesiastical buildings are severely limited.
With your help we have been able to reduce the cost to Church funds to £20,000. Sadly, the yearly maintenance of a large
Victorian Church continues to deplete our limited reserves and without your generous help they would have been exhausted
by the cost of the dry rot.
The only way forward is for us to do as much of the maintenance as possible on a self-help basis, this would reduce the cost to
materials only. As you will be aware, we have an ageing membership which limits our ability to take this approach. I hesitate
to once more ask for the wider support of the community, but volunteers able to give a few hours of their time to help us 'oldies'
maintain what is very much a landmark building in our town would be very welcome.
Our next project is to redecorate the inside of the Church so anyone who can wield a paint brush or roller would be most
welcome, refreshments provided!! If you are able to help please register your willingness to do so with our minister Mike
Erskine on 01828 632238.
Rob Kidd
Clerk to the Congregational Board
01828 632005

ALYTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL
What Happened to our Town Council?
It folded and I did NOTHING and in fact I did not know it was going to fold until it was too late.
Alyth needs a Council where the good people of Alyth can voice their opinions and where they can help to make the necessary
changes needed to make it grow, as it must.
I believe that at present Alyth is run by Perth County Council with little if any input from the Alyth residents.
I suppose we receive what they think we need or deserve and of course when they think we should receive it.
THIS should not be allowed to continue.!!
I am aware of at least 5 residents who would be prepared to stand for election for a new Council.
More are required.
If you are at all interested in moving Alyth on, please let me know and hopefully with a few more we may grow and develop as
Alyth wishes to grow and not as others want.
Iain Donaldson 632479
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•

Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work

All work carried out by fully qualified
Professionals and finished
to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

WOODLAND & GARDEN
Plan - Design - Build - Maintain

C ommunity
treeC ycle
Alyth, 0758 0778 700
clive@communitytreecycle.co.uk

14 Airlie Street, Alyth

Garden design, construction & maintenance, tree
surgery, woodland management, bespoke garden
features, signs and furniture

Sparkles Cleaning
Service
Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533

A Special Thank You
It was with extreme pleasure that my Brother and I arranged a Concert in the Alyth Parish
Church on October 20th. This concert was given to us by members of `The Angus
Strathspey and Reel Society`.

Opening Times
9am – 5pm
Monday - Saturday
T: 01828 958 050

The evening was a pure delight for all and a great big thanks must go to all who helped us
to raise the amazing sum of £1000, which is still rising. Many thanks especially to the Tea
Girls, Sheila, Danny, David and those who so kindly donated to the help increase the
funds for the Church `Dry Rot Fund`.
Many thanks from Maggie and Ronnie Wright, `Smyrna` Tullymurdoch, Alyth.

ALYTH ADMIN SERVICES
Dealing with your day to day
Admin & Book-keeping requirements
Home working and Office
Trusted Professional Service used by
other local businesses.
References available.

07854493805
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HANDY HUBBY
2-HIRE

NHS and Private Prescriptions

GORDON M KIDD

Long Term Medication Support

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

Smoking Cessation Service

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Prescription Collection Service

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Health Care Advice

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

Logo-Branding
Stationary
Business Cards
Templates
Brochures

Flyers
Posters
Signage
Website
Domain Names

Social Media
Email Setup
Advertising
Marketing
Banners

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth

07854493805
hello@peapodstudios.co.uk

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards

Alyth based
Call Mariya:

Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

A LITTLE HERO
In October 4year-old
Lacey decided she
wanted to be like her big
sister and get her
gorgeous long hair cut to
donate to the little
princess trust, mummy
and daddy are very proud
of her.
Kirsty Barnes
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07707 877319
for a quote

No job too big or too small!

Alyth Show Saturday 16th June 2018, Bogles Field, Blairgowrie - Industrial Tent Schedule
Section 1 Baking

Section 4 Handicrafts

31

Small Matinee Jacket (Knitted or Crocheted to be
donated to Ninewells Hospital)

2 Apple & Cinnamon Loaf (1lb)

32

Decorative Garland (any medium) Max Length 1
metre

3 Fruit Scones (3)

33 Decorative Wreath (any medium)

4 Chocolate & Ginger Flapjacks (3 pieces)

34 Upcycled Biscuit Tin

5 Individual Crème Brulee

35 Door Stop (any medium)

6 Raspberry & White Chocolate Muffins (2)

36 A Decorated Stone

1

Victoria Sponge filled with Vanilla Buttercream & Jam
(8"/20cm)

7 Selkirk Bannock
8 Sachertorte (8"/20cm)
9 Shortbread Rounds (3 pieces)
10 Rocky Road (3 pieces)

37

Unframed Sketch inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh – No larger than A4

38

Unframed Painting inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh – No larger than A3

11 Nutty Florentine Bars (3 pieces)- recipe supplied

Section 5 Photography

12 Profiteroles filled with crème patisserie (2)

39 The Berry Fields

Section 2 Produce

40 Leaves

13 Blackcurrant Jelly (small jar)

41 Eyes

14 Blueberry Jam (small jar)

42 Cobbles

15 Grapefruit Marmalade (small jar)

43 Furniture

16 Beetroot Chutney (small jar)

44 Ruins

17 Curried Parsnip Soup (small flask)

45 Children 12yrs – 16yrs – Eyes

18 Ramekin Dish of Houmous

Section 6 Children

19 Savoury Pin Wheels (2)
20 Individual Fruit Crumble

Pre School

21 Honeycomb (3 pieces)

46 Colouring in Picture (Supplied)

22 A Small Bottle of Flavoured Oil

47 A Facial Expression on a Paper Plate

23 Home Bred Hen’s Eggs (6)

48 A Rainbow Chain

24 Coronation Chicken (small dish)

Primary 1 - Primary 3
49 A Party Invitation

Section 3 Floral Art

50 A Portrait Sketch - no larger than A4

25 Bowl of Floating Flowers

51 A Rainbow Chain

26 Jug of Garden Flowers

52 A Healthy Eating Wrap

27 Arrangement inspired by Charles Rennie Mackintosh

53 Photograph – A Furry Friend

Arrangement incorporating Suffragettes' Colours (Violet/
28 Purple, Green & White)

Primary 4 - Primary 7

29 An Arrangement in a Port, Sherry or Shot Glass

54 A Party Invitation

30 One Lady's Corsage

55 A Portrait Sketch - no larger than A4

Entry Fee £5 - cheques made payable to Alyth & District
Agricultural Show. Entries to Children's Section and Class
45 are Free.
Return Entry Form to Fiona Mitchell, Tullymurdoch, Alyth,
PH11 8LH, Tel 01828632495

56 A Rainbow Chain
57 A Healthy Eating Wrap
58 Photograph – A Furry Friend
https://www.facebook.com/AlythShowIndustrialTent

Supplied recipe available from our web site
www.alythshow.co.uk.
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Update from The Isla Parishes
Quiz Night
Our most recent quiz night was held in Kilry Hall on Friday 27th
October. It's become a popular community event and 12 teams turned
out to enjoy an evening of quizzing, with a delicious supper at halftime. The winners were Clare McGowan, Rachel and Nick Joy and
Angus Bell (see photo).

Christmas Tree Exhibition
After the tremendous success of the last two years, we are again holding a Christmas Tree Exhibition in Isla Parishes’ Church,
Kilry, which is open to local groups, schools, organisations and individuals. The trees will be shown on Friday 8th December
from 2pm to 4.30pm and on Saturday 9th December between 12 noon and 4pm. The T Junction café will also be open in
Kilry Hall on Saturday 9th December from 12.00 to 4.00pm.

Christmas and New Year Services
All services below are to be held in Isla Parishes' Church, Kilry, with the exception of the Watchnight service in Glenisla Church.
Sunday 10th December at 10am, Gift-giving service for needy children in Angus.
Sunday 17th December at 10am.
Sunday 24th December 10am.
Sunday 24th December at 6.30pm, Christmas Eve Carols and Lessons service.
Sunday 24th December at 11.30 to be held in Glenisla Church - Christmas Eve Watchnight Service.
Monday 25th December at 10am, Christmas Day Service (children invited to bring along a favourite gift).
Sunday 31st December at 10am, New Year's Day service.
All are welcome!
Jill Aitchison

THANKS FROM ALYTH FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT
The Family History Project closed for the winter on Remembrance Sunday and will reopen in Alyth Parish Church on Easter
Sunday 2018.
However, we will still be working in the background captioning the hundreds of photos in our ‘pending’ file, so feel free to email
any enquiries or submit new photos through fhp@alythparishchurch.org.uk or via our Facebook page (AlythFHP).
This is our 8th year and like every other there have been some amazing coincidences, some incredible photographs, and some
extremely grateful visitors who have found long lost relatives. Our fund-raising exhibition in September was testament to the value
this archive brings to the community far and wide. This alone is reason to keep going with this mammoth project! If you would like
to get involved next year, don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Of course, like any voluntary activity we could not survive without help and my sincere thanks go to the volunteers who helped at
this year’s photo exhibition, and also to Ken and Zoa who man the project Sunday by Sunday, week in, week out during the open
season, and without whose help the archive would not be what it is today.
Irene Robertson
New Alyth
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
It's been a fun month at AYP with lots going on. The big project was refurbishing the hub - the young people chose to paint it
'Manhattan Grey'... Whilst the staff painted the walls, the youngsters also chose to paint most of the carpet too! We then had our
good friend Stephen MacKenzie round for a couple of days and he has fitted a beautiful new toilet, sink, mini-boiler, and shiny
kitchen taps. The whole place looks brilliant! The PS4 now beams directly on to the wall in HD, prompting a few passers by to
think that their game of FIFA was actually a live match. Celtic don't often beat Bayern Munich, but it does happen in the hub.
Both the youth club and the Hubsters had trips to the ice skating discos, which were enjoyed immensely. I was proud of our lot as
their behaviour was first class, despite youngsters from elsewhere being surprisingly rude to staff. Good on you AYP!
The Tribe have been baking, playing loads of games, and turning what's left of my hair grey. We're still deciding on a Christmas
treat for them which is complicated as there are so many of them we'll need an extra minibus! We have recruited some new
volunteers, and are currently looking for a part time youth worker so if you are interested in working with us then please look out
for the adverts.
With Christmas approaching we have decorated our front window and prepared a grotto for the Switch On. We don't know if it will
work or not given the time constraints but it's worth a go!
In January we are planning to hold a staff and volunteer development day, and a residential trip for the Hubsters which will focus
on employability. They'll produce a CV each and practice interview skills, and hopefully enjoy the more informal activities that we
have planned too.
It is a good time of year to say thank you to everyone. Our funders include SSE Drumderg, Perth & Kinross Council, The
Robertson Trust, The Bank of Scotland Community Foundation, Scotmid Co-operative and the Co-Op. We've had generous
donations throughout the year from organisations and individuals including St Ninian's Lodge, Strathmore Golf Club, Alyth in
Bloom, Alyth Quiz League... the list goes on. There is a general feeling of support and warmth from the community which we
really appreciate. I'd also like to thank our tremendous committee, staff and volunteers for their commitment to the young people
of Alyth. We are lucky to live in such a vibrant community and we hope that we are playing our part on making it the braw toon.
George Annan
Alyth Youth Partnership
07702 780489
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

I&D Insurance Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there
when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Wills
THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

01250 874441

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Clinical Aromatherapist

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

Liz Jenkins—mifpa

01250 876057

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors
Established 1871

We sell carpets, vinyl,
curtains and blinds.
Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Come in for
professional advice
and browse through
our large selection of
samples available to
take home
We measure, supply
and fit

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

To get your FREE
quotation call

FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

01250 872361
Or e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk
FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS

JOHN SWINNEY

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Serendipity Salon
22 Commercial Street, Alyth PH11 8AF
Full range of Beauty, Holistic and Energy Therapies
Facial Treatments / Eye & Lash Treatments
Manicures / Pedicures / Gel Polish / Acrylics
Paraffin Wax Treatments / Spray Tans
Aromatherapy / Thai Style / Swedish / Indian Head Massage
Hopi Ear Candles / Reiki / Kinesiology
Call any time for more information or pop in for a chat and pick up a brochure.
Carolyn is a consultant for Neal’s Yard Remedies Organic and uses their fabulous, organic products within
the treatments she offers or can do pamper parties in your own home.
Salon Opening times:

Mon: 2 – 6 Wed: 2.30 – 9

Thu/Fri: 10.30 – 6

Sat: 10 - 4

Appointments available outwith these times if required just call

Carolyn on 07934 661602 or Lynn on 07399 408046
We look forward to meeting you
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NOTICES
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.
Evening Service at 6.00pm on
First Sunday of each month.
(Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms.
New recruits are always most welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is
available for children under three).
For any special arrangements please contact
Sunday School staff.
~~~
PRAYER GROUP
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).
~~~
THE GUILD
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm)
7th Dec—Carols and Christmas Cheer
1st Feb—Local Flora & Fauna by George Milne
1st Mar—David Cowie Films by Phil Walker
~~~
THE CHURCH CHOIR
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
SPECIAL DATES
3rd Dec-Advent Sunday
10th Dec-Gift Sunday (Gifts for Children)
17th Dec-Christmas Bereavement
Service, 2.30pm
17th Dec-Candle Lit Service-Lessons & Carols
23rd Dec-Primary Sunday School
Party 3pm –5.15pm
24th Dec-Senior Sunday School participating
In the morning service 11am
24th Dec-Early Watch Night Service and
Nativity 6pm
24th Dec-Watch Night Service at 11.30pm,
Carols from 11pm
25th Dec-Christmas Morning Service 11am
7th Jan-Informal Communion Service after the
morning service
27th Jan-Men in Kilts Coffee Morning
(date to be confirmed)
www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
Tel: 01828 633 045
We now have a Facebook page
www.facebook.com/AlythFHP

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

Due to the temporary closure of St Mary’s Coupar
Angus, and building works in St Stephen’s
Blairgowrie, the Saturday vigil and Sunday 11am
masses will be held in St Catherine’s Episcopal
Church, St George Street, Blairgowrie,
PH10 6HA. See www.st-stephensblairgowrie.org.uk for more details.

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

Alyth Parish Church –
Flower Group.
After each Sunday Morning service the
beautiful arrangements of Flowers that have
adorned the Church are distributed to
Families who have been recently bereaved,
to those who are sick in Hospital or in their
own Home and to anyone else considered to
be in need of some comfort.
This service is provided by a group of
dedicated people who give of their time every
Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any
way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson on
01828 632 151. Your help will both valued
and much appreciated by many.

NEW COMMUNICANTS
If you would like to become a member of
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the
Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

DECEMBER
3rd 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
10th 11am Sung Eucharist
17th 11am Sung Eucharist
6pm Joint Carol Service
24th 11am Sung Eucharist
25th CHRISTMAS DAY
9.45am Sung Eucharist
31st 10.30am Joint Service
JANUARY
7th 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
14th 11am Sung Eucharist
21st 11am Sung Eucharist
28th 11am Sung Eucharist

SOFT TENNIS
Wednesday Mornings
10.30 – 11.30 Airlie Street Hall
Our last session for 2017 will be on
Wednesday 6 December
We resume again on 3 January 2018
Further information from Pat K (633400)
or Pat J (632042)

Happy Christmas
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MAILINGS
Our continued challenge to ensure the
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to
implementing a charge for postal Voices.
An annual charge will apply to all
UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of producing the
Voice. To get your Voice by post,

Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk

We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice

DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure
the Voice remains free to every household. There
are 4 ways to donate:
1. Collection Tins in shops,
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the
secure PayPal system.
4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Please support your Voice today.

“Past my sell-by date?”
By “Reluctant Shopper”
It feels like yesterday when shopping was a whirlwind of rushed purchases, crammed into a lunch break from work or an even
speedier event after picking up my children from school. On reflection, the whole process seemed like an unwanted but
necessary chore to provide the family with the sustenance needed for the week ahead. My children – now adults – remind me of
their pleas for an item recently advertised on the TV – perhaps a new breakfast cereal containing a “much wanted” model of a
Star Wars character. Their requests felt like a hindrance to my quest to rush round the supermarket, find the cashier with the
shortest queue, get out and locate my car for a quick getaway. Not any more! I have been transformed by the precious gift of
retirement – time.
I can now take time and stroll up and down the shopping aisles at my leisure and, although this feels a much more relaxing
process, I am aware of the “new shopper” emerging from within. I notice a new “awareness” to the price I pay for my shopping.
For instance, I have just paid 2p more for a packet of biscuits than the previous week. I also notice a significant price difference
between one brand and another. The packet of biscuits I usually popped into my shopping basket without a thought, could cost
over £1.00. Now I have the time to glance downwards to the bottom shelf - an “own brand” packet of ginger snaps costs just
25p. I have always enjoyed the pleasure of dunking ginger snaps (an under-estimated enhancement to any cup of tea,
especially first thing in the morning). So, my husband and I began a comparison test: a quest to discover if either of us could
detect the difference between a packet of biscuits costing £1.00 and another costing 25p. Without going into all the details of this
extensive scientific piece of research, steps were taken to ensure that neither of us was cheating! Our findings revealed that
there was a distinct difference in flavour and “ginger-ishness”. However, it was a matter of taste which one was better. Suffice to
say, I can now buy four packets for my £1.00 instead of one.
My memory can now also retain much more than a price increase. I notice complex information on most items demanding the
brain of a mathematician - commonly known as “the label”. As I try to read the label's information, written in the smallest of print,
I rummage for my reading glasses at the bottom of my bag. Not only can I learn about the nutrients from the label, I also learn
how many calories are contained in the product and that “dreaded ingredient” - sugar! I ask myself how sugar can be a
necessary ingredient to a savoury product and do not come up with an answer.
Newspapers are full of articles telling us what is good for us to eat and what is not and, as a result I find myself leaving the
supermarket in a state of confusion, uncertainty and apprehension. While I try to pay attention to some of the information from
the medical experts, my visit to the supermarket could easily become a half-day pursuit compared to the previous half-hour
crammed into a busy working life. The raised blood pressure and stress from choosing the “right” product for my well-being
could far outweigh the time taken to locate the products with the so-called “healthy” ingredients. I recall when our family enjoyed
a hearty meal and the ingredients were sold in a paper or greaseproof bag – not drowned in a sea of information contained on a
label, including a sell-by date.
We are fast approaching the festive period when we are being encouraged to indulge in lots of good things to eat which are
definitely not on the “healthy” list. As a result, I have decided to reduce the time I waste in the supermarket, get back to the
whirlwind trip and “get a life” as they say!

Across

Down

2.
4.
6.
7.
9.
16.
17.
18.
21.
22.
23.
24.

1.
3.
5.
8.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
19.
20.

PRANCER—Dancing reindeer
PANTOMIME—Christmas time theatre
SCROOGE—Ebeneezer
MANGER—No crib for a bed
CARDS—Posted to loved ones at Christmas
DASHING—Through the snow
EVE—The day before
CALENDAR—An Advent...
JINGLE—The Bells
WONDERLAND—Walking in a winter..
JESUS—He was born on this day
TURKEY—served on a plate
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CRACKER—Causes a Bang at the table
HOHOHO—Santas famous phrase
NORTH—.....Pole
GIFTS—Give and receive
ANGELS—Heard on high
MISTLETOE—Kissing under it
SLEIGH—Santas vehicle
SANTA—Mr Claus
CARROT—left on the hearth for Santas reindeer
REINDEER—A different kind of rain dear
DECORATED—The Tree must be....
TINSEL—Glittering strands wrap the tree
KINGS—Three from Orient

GLENISLA SWRI—90th Birthday
Glenisla SWRI recently celebrated their 90th birthday with a trip to Pitlochry
Theatre and at their November meeting Kathleen Davidson cut their birthday
cake.

1 till 4pm
(New Alyth)
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Dark December
Dark December: within a month we shall pass the solstice and
the days will start to lengthen. In the meantime rain and snow
will fall, the wind will blow and we shall scuttle about in the
gathering dark, huddled into our winter coats and hats. Best to
stay at home, I suppose, and come out only when the sun
shines and the wind and rain abate, and the days lengthen.
No, I don’t think so. These are the times when we should go out
and face the elements. We may not go as far as John Muir, who
described in his book, ‘The Mountains of California’ how he
chose to climb a hundred foot tall Douglas fir to experience what
it was like to be a tree in a storm.
On another occasion Muir baffled fellow occupants of a shack in
the mountains during an earthquake. While his terrified
companions sheltered inside, he rushed out of the cabin,
shouting ‘A noble earthquake! A noble earthquake!’
No need for such excesses of enthusiasm! I set off down the rain
logged drive, whose pot holes have been filled in the last week, to
walk through the Tay Bridge Wood, an earlier manifestation of
which must have blown down in December 1879 and then been
replanted. The present wood was established in 1955, or so. Most
of the trees planted were Norway spruce, though there were some
Scots pine and an area of larch. I spent time brashing the trees
back in the 1970s, so that beaters could chase pheasants out of the
wood towards the shooters. Since then the wood has been thinned
several times and the wind has made a few clearings. These are
now filling up with raspberries and birch with some holly. In more
open spaces heather has started to regenerate from long dormant
seed. Red squirrels and pine martens inhabit the area. From time to
time I see red squirrels in the wood, but only very rarely a pine
marten (its scats are evidence for the presence of the species).
Whenever I walk through the woods I admire the mosses and
lichens and, through the autumn, the abundance of small
mushrooms that grow under the canopy of the sixty-two year old
spruce.

Norway spruce has been grown in this country since the sixteenth
century, at least. Prince Albert was responsible for popularising the
custom of decorating homes with fir trees at Christmas time, though
it seems that the practice goes back a generation earlier in the
British court. It is the case, though, that evergreen trees or foliage have a symbolic importance at celebrations of the
winter solstice which goes back far into pre-historic times. Evergreen represents the continuity of life in the midst of
winter. The powerful Christian symbol of mother and child reflect this idea of renewal and regeneration.
Paul Ramsay
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NOTICES
Alyth Christmas Lights
200 Club

Don’t have access
to email?
It’s FREE in the

November Draw

(with thanks to Sheila Fisher for making the draw)

Airlie Street Library

1st - £50 - 165 - Miss L Muir
2nd - £30 - 158 - Mrs A Fleming
3rd - £20 - 160 - Mr M Don
——————
The committee hope you all like the Lights display this year.
Any comments or suggestions are welcomed.
Hope to see you on SATURDAY 9TH DECEMBER at our
fund-raising coffee morning.
Any donations gratefully received.
A Valentine’s Bingo has been arranged for
Thursday 8th February 2018.
On behalf of our committee I take this opportunity to thank you all
for your continued support and wish you all a
Happy Christmas and all good wishes for 2018

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
AYP are supporting Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club to form a
junior section of bowlers.
We will have coaching sessions every Thursday, 3.30pm 4.30pm in term time, with the aim of working towards
competitive matches between pupils of Alyth Primary School
and Rattray Primary School - this will be supported by
Caroline Lawrie, Active Schools Co-Ordinator.

THE COFFEE CYCLE
Meet every Wednesday morning.
Alyth Square 9.30am
For a cycle in search of coffee and cake.
All welcome.
Destination decided on the day.
Interested?
Call/text Pat 07583297408 Or just turn up. See you there!

Thanks to a donation by the Alyth Bowling Club quiz team,
the young people will be supplied with bowls and a club
t-shirt.
They will become full junior members of the club, allowing
them use of the tennis courts too, all for just £10!
If you are interested in getting involved in a sport that can be
a hobby for life, please come along to one of our sessions at
the bowling club.

Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

If you need more info, just see George Annan.

Town Square
Town Square

Glenisla Church (SCIO)

Glenisla SWRI

Charity number SCO44459

meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm
Contact Mrs Hilary Lawrence (president) 01828 633112
or Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582205

There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church,
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake /
biscuits to follow. Open to everyone.
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work
with the Vine Trust.
The next dates will be as follows:

New Members Welcome
Thursday 7th December 2017 @ 7.30pm
Christmas Flower arranging with Rachel Houstoun
Thursday 11th January 2018 @ 7.30pm
UAN Wools with Julie Hermitage
Membership £20.00

10.10am to 11.40am
2pm to 3.30pm

3rd December –Roger Klegg and the Strathmore Singers
24th December – Watchnight Service – 11:30pm

Visitors £3.00

Contact details: Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO,
Alrick, Glenisla, PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,
Glenisla, PH11 8PG

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk
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NOTICES
Alyth & District Pipe Band

Alyth Senior Citizens'
Lunch & Socialising Club

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new
or experienced members, either pipes or
drums.
Wednesday night practise in
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm.
For more information please
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.

Strathmore Tots
Alyth

Baby and Toddler Group
Whether you're a first time mum or dad or
have a larger family, come along
to our local friendly group for a cuppa and
a chat with other parents while
the wee ones play. Grandparents and
Carers also welcome.
We meet on Monday mornings in the
Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth
from 9.30am to 11.30am. (previously held
at the town hall)
£2 per family, this includes a snack for the
toddlers and as much tea and
coffee as you can drink!

Meigle Art Group
The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall
10am 12pm

To keep up to date with what we have on
and where, join our Facebook
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth.
Or for more information call or text
07807591868

New Members Welcome
Equipment can be provided for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on a Tuesday
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
Marja Dalziel
Tom Dalziel
John Eggleston

958498 (Walk Leader)
632674 (Walk Leader)
633032 (Walk Leader).
633032 (Walk Leader).
633965 (Walk Leader).

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of
Alyth Primary School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

(Perth & Kinross Healthy
Communities Project)
Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146

New members & volunteers
most welcome
Exercise Group - Mondays 10am
in the Airlie Street Hall
Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)
Christmas lunches:
11th and 18th December (by ticket),
15th January
29th January (Burns’ Lunch)
Would you like a lift to the Lunches?
Telephone 632023

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Gordon Coutts

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
Is a Collection Point for

USED SPECTACLES
for VISION 2020
“The Right to Sight Project”

CALLY CRAFTERS
Bridge of Cally Hall
Every Thursday
1.30 - 3.30 pm

For further information on the project,
please contact

Traditional and contemporary crafts
and all abilities

Pam Robertson,
Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street,
Forfar
Tel: 01307 462461

Come along for a free taster session, or
contact 01828 633083 for more details
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Alyth Golf Club
Now inc. Glenisla 9 Hole

20% off

*

27 & 18 HOLE

MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018
*OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE TO NON MEMBERS FOR AT LEAST 24 MONTHS

Glenisla Winter Golf
from 1st November 2017 to 31st March 2018

only £60
OR JOIN GLENISLA 9 HOLE FOR 2018

ONLY £255
DRIVING RANGE OPEN TO ALL
25 BALLS FOR £1
For further information contact Gill on 01828 632268 opt 3
Or email: info@alythgolfclub.co.uk, www.alythgolfclub.co.uk
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Alyth in Bloom—has it been a good year?
In some ways February seems a long time ago---in others, the year has passed in a flash.
February was the month in which a group of eight folks, many meeting for the first time, got together to see if we could prevent
Alyth in Bloom from dying. Well, we’ve lasted a year! And the reception we have had has been unanimously positive. Unsolicited
congratulations frequently received; people at the bus stop in the Square complimenting the raised bed, “love the colours at the
Airlie Street Hall”, cars pulling up at the T-junction to tell us how much they admire the planting or to ask us “What the devil did
you do to keep the lupins flowering well into November?”---by the way, we have no idea, beginner’s luck maybe.
What has our year been?
We shoveled tons of pea shingle around the tree bases in the Square.
Great idea in theory, not such a good idea in practice. The shingle gets
kicked and scattered around so we’ve spent quite a few hours brushing it
back in, just for the process to repeat itself.
We bought, potted on and planted literally hundreds of bedding plants.
Little did we think, in April, we would be scurrying around Alyth looking for
greenhouse space where the plants could be prepared for planting out in
June after all frosts had passed. We’ll be better prepared next year.
We dug out, stored and replanted herbaceous perennials, bequeathed by
previous Bloom groups, in the beds at the T-junction. Why? So that we
could split the plants and add topsoil and fertilizer.
The summer months were relatively easy—regular weeding, watering,
dead-heading—nothing too strenuous.
Come the Autumn months and our confidence and ambitions were growing.
We slashed down the willow herb up the side of the path at the T-junction.
It’s rewarding to see people use the seat there now.
We received—free of charge—thousands—yes thousands--of daffodil bulbs
from a local farmer. They have been planted at the entrances to Alyth, the 5Roads Roundabout and the T-junction mainly. It should be quite a show
next Spring.
J Fleming, the local potato grower, provided us with six “tattie “boxes and
kindly put them into place where we directed. Whoops—we fell foul of the
Roads Dept of PKC who judged two to be a visual hazard to motorists and
demanded that we move these two---the remaining four could stay in place.
We live and learn.
We regard helping in the community as one of our responsibilities. We
assisted the school children on their ECO programme of litter picking and
we go out ourselves doing the same. The same school children helped us
replant the flowers at the T-junction. We are now exploring ways where
Alyth in Bloom can regularly work alongside the schoolchildren, in their
beautiful new school, and with the Brownies and other Alyth youth
organisations
All through the season, we have received an enormous amount of positive
advice, encouragement and assistance from PKC Community Greenspace,
the group in the Council responsible for open spaces in Perth and Kinross. They have been, and continue to be, our guiding
hand.
Many successes. One failure---we have attracted only one new member to the group. We have more ideas for the future than
people to carry them out.
So we are advertising ourselves; hi-vis vests not only for safety but also to announce that Alyth in Bloom is present; we were at
Victorian Day in Airlie Street Hall; a website, www.alythinbloom.org.uk, is in preparation; we are on Facebook--www.facebook.com/alythbloom---don’t ask, somebody else seems to have acquired alythinbloom. But our main advertisement is
the results of our labours.
Has it been a good year? The Alyth in Bloom group think so. We hope you agree...
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CRIGHTONS
CYCLES

Luxury Self Catering
Holiday Cottages
Auchteralyth, Alyth
PH11 8JT

t: 01575 530474
www.auchteralythsteadings.co.uk
Dogs & Cats and their well
behaved owners are welcome

•
•
•
•

New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

Could you feel better?
Re-balance your mental, physical and
emotional wellbeing with Homeopathy
-----

Bio-energy - Silent Counselling

07770 985736

angela@homeopathyperthshire.co.uk

MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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NOTICES
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT

Thank you to the many local people who have
handed in ink cartridges, mobile phones etc
for recycling. The charity which provided the
collection facility and contributed to NSPCC
no longer operates that service.

in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm

We have sourced a new collector for ink
cartridges although not as yet for other items.
Please continue to bring your ink cartridges
only down to the Health Centre until further
notice. Thank you.

From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1. 1850s to date, there are now over
6,500 photographs of local people,
schools, businesses, events, views,
weddings, etc
2. Parish records from 1623—1854
3. Baptism records from 1900s to
date
4. 6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for Alyth’s
3 cemeteries
5. Publications & memorabilia over
150yrs

ADMISSION FREE

Alyth Library
(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun-

Closed

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm
Friday
9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

If you are
a local
Group
we’ll print
your
information here
For Free

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player
req. / Music CDs and Videos
Telephone
01250 872 905 for details

THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT
AND TODDLER GROUP
Every Friday (Term Time)
10am – 12pm
Isla Primary School- Community Hall
All Welcome
Find us on Facebook

Alyth Library
Calling all
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library
windows
Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

PAPER TRAIL

Do you have stories you
would like to share?
Paper Trail can help you to
record the chapters that
matter most through a
bespoke service of interviews
and printed copy.

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

JIM MORRICE

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support

Tel:01828 633 137
Beginners Welcome!

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Contact: liz@papertrail-ink.uk
Gift vouchers available

SINGING, PIANO,
THEORY TUITION

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL)

01828 633977

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
Be

in The Alyth Voice
ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

Alyth Walkers
An overcast day did not deter Alyth Walkers from their October walk, which was a 10 mile circular loop from Caputh. Starting at
the village hall, a climb through a woodland to join a good farm track lined with oak trees then meandered past some wonderful old
farmsteads to finally arrive at the village of Spittlefield. From here an estate track passed close to the Roman fort at Inchtutil and
along the banks of the Tay where the group had lunch. Farm tracks then retraced our route back to Caputh. Nearby café Uisge
provided a cosy and welcome stop for hot drinks and scones.
2017 has seen the group extend its walking programme into the wider reaches of Perthshire, thanks to different members
volunteering to research and lead walks. 2018 will be the 10th year for the group, and plans for next year include a weekend
away. The next walk will be a 6 mile walk from Aberfeldy on the 28th. December. Meet 09.00 in Alyth Square for car share.
If you are interested in joining the group contact Sue on 01828 632624 or email alythwalkers@btinternet.com.

INCONSIDERATE PARKING
I would appreciate the cooperation of drivers in observing the
"Keep Clear" sign at the entry to Leighton Square (adjacent to
PriceKracker). We now have 2 families with Disability Blue
Badges plus several elderly residents, and all require more
and more medical appointments either at the Medical Centre,
Ninewells or Blairgowrie Cottage Hospital.
Drivers who have blocked the driveway have offered the
same lame excuse "I'll only be a minute" but that minute
regularly becomes 5-10 minutes and that is really
inconsiderate.
Then there are the ones who slink into their vehicle and can't
look you in the eye or apologise.

A family run business dedicated to
producing high quality produce for local people.
Our ranges are frozen to ensure that the freshness and
goodness is locked into the meat.
 Leitfie Farms Beef Range
 Chapelton Farm Pork Range

A "thank you" is now offered in advance to those drivers who
change their ways.

 Bacon, Steaks, Roasting Joints, Sausages and more
 Free Weekly Local Delivery
 Order online today
 www.oldpiggery.com

Don Duncan,
Leighton Square.

The Old Piggery Ltd, Leitfie Farms,
Alyth, PH11 8NZ

29

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
• wills & executries • employment law

SHEAR SUCCESS
12 Airlie Street Alyth
01828 633234

Wendy and Zoe
would like to wish all their clients
a Merry Christmas and we look
forward to styling you in 2018.

2-6 Market Square
Alyth

01828958040

Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am - 4.00pm
Serving breakfast, light bites,
lunches and delicious cakes!

Gift Vouchers available!

Barista coffee, Hot chocolates & Teas
as well as a selection of cold drinks
and milkshakes all available
to sit in or take away.

C Max

Children's menu, highchairs
and baby changing facilities

Garden Services Alyth

Free WiFi and Loyalty Cards.

All aspects undertaken
22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting,
tree & plant pruning and shaping, border
maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all
types), slabbing & block paving,
landscaping, turfing & grass seeding,
driveways & patio power washing.
From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.
Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

DENNIS MELLOY

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

For Surgeries in the
comfort of your own home

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

• dispute resolution • commercial

Your Local Councillor

www.weemachines.co.uk

30

SALE OF ALYTH SCENES
POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.
-----------------------------------------------

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

ALYTH FILM CLUB

Next Showing at the Ogilvy Rooms.

Sunday 10th December 2017

7.30pm Whisky Galore PG
Starring James Cosmo, Gregor Fisher, Eddie Izzard and Ellie Kendrick among others, this is remake of the original 1949 film
from the novel by Compton MacKenzie.
Set in the Second World War when whisky rationing is in effect, Scottish islanders on the Isle of Todday, try to plunder cases of
whisky from a ship that is stranded on rocks just offshore. The SS Cabinet Minister was carrying 50,000 cases of Scotch Whisky
to America when she ran aground affording the islanders the opportunity to get their hands on the 'water of life.' There are two
problems though; the local minister (a strict Sabbatarian) who will not allow work to take place on a Sunday and Captain
Waggett, the Home Guard officer who wants to stop any looting and who also searches for the whisky in the islanders' homes
afterwards.
Doors Open 7.00pm for Refreshments
Donations welcome

Suicide can affect anyone and everyone can help Suicide Prevention Training Opportunities available to everyone
On average, two people die from suicide in Scotland every day. Suicide can affect
anyone and everyone can help. ChooseLife, NHS Tayside and Perth & Kinross
Council are working together in order to provide new training courses for the public
and professionals to help further prevent suicide in the area.
If you’re worried that someone else is suicidal, ask them – asking someone directly about their feelings can help them. If you
are feeling suicidal, the best thing to do is talk. The Suicide Prevention Training courses available can make you feel more
comfortable having open conversations about Suicide and linking the person affected to sources of support. The training aims
to give individuals the ability to recognise the signs of suicidal thoughts, recognise invitations to help, and reach out and offer
support.
The ASIST (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training) 2 Day Course is designed to help all in communities to become more
willing, ready and able to help people at risk of suicide. The training is free and open to anyone.
A SafeTALK 4 hour course is aimed at giving participants the skills to recognise that someone may be suicidal and to connect
the person to someone with suicide intervention skills. It is designed for organisations that already have ASIST trained helpers
in place to maximise intervention as the main suicide prevention focus. The SafeTALK course is also free and open to all.
The ASIST 2 Day Course will take place on 6th & 7th February 2018 and the SafeTALK ½ Day Course will be available on
14th December 2017 or 15th January 2018.
To book your place, preferred date or receive more information about the learning opportunities please email
MHTraining@pkc.gov.uk
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J & J HOWE
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service

Where your smile is important

Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal

General Dentistry
Dental Hygiene
Crowns & Bridges
Cosmetics
Veneers
Whitening

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
We now work with several other auction company's but
still provide,
House Clearances
Goods taken to Auction
Disposal Service
Valuations
Pre-sale Advice given

Our aim is to provide a preventative
approach to dentistry, where we will
cater for the needs of the whole family.
We are a modern dental practice,
offering high quality dental care to Alyth
and the surrounding area.

01828 633313
REGULAR HOURS

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP

Mon - Tues
9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday
By arrangement only

We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains.
For further details of all these services phone 01250
872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

info@alythdental.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Photos by D. Todd
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VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH
01828 633660

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out
what it can do for you, prices start from £79!

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments

Greatly improves fuel economy

(please phone by 9.30am)
•
•

Noticeably improved vehicle performance
Improves engine response
Considerably lower emissions

Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life
with Terraclean carbon removal
Gives immediate drive-away results
– book now to feel the difference instantly!

Northlands Nursing Home

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
• Highly qualified stable staff team
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
• Home cooked choice of meals
• Secure gardens
• Some fully funded places available
Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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SCOUTS
We know all about space – our head is full of it !
Not so our Cub Pack who organised a trip to Mills Observatory and
had a thoroughly enjoyable and informative visit. It always comes
as a bit of shock to realise just how much they know about planets.
Puts us adults to shame, the only Mars we knew was a Mrs Bar.
The Cubs have had a really bust spell doing their Environmental
Conservation Badge. A part of this has been to produce posters to
support an anti litter campaign, which can only be encouraged
when you see the litter strewn about our towns. So you look out as
our Cub Pack is on patrol!
Both Cubs & Beavers held Halloween parties and what a
transformation to the hut. The Leaders set up “decorations” which
added to the atmosphere. But it was when all the ghastly
aspersions of ghosts, ghouls, witches, warlocks and mummies
pitched up that it got really scary. Quite a terrifying sight that made the blood run cold. It got even scarier when the young people
pitched up all suitably kitted out to terrify the wits. I shudder to think
what the neighbours thought as they all trooped into the hut.
Fortunately it was dark so we didn’t need hand out public warnings.
Well done to all involved for what was certainly an entertaining night
One of the projects the Scouts carried out for the Creative challenge
was some woodwork in the form of making a nesting box. I was
particularly glad to recruit the services of one of the parents and
even more pleased when it was Gavin Tripney whose expertise was
greatly in demand. The production line swung into action and as the
Patrols assembled the boxes, it became apparent that we would
need to identify the each box by writing their name on the back. The
mistake made was to give the felt pen to each Scout when he had
finished. True they did label the box with the felt pen, but it was only
after we had completed the task in question that I noted there were
some other labels on the boxes like “Ritz Hotel”, “Vacancies” ,
“Tweet, Tweet”, “Tremble all ye who enter”, “Condemned Property”
to name but a few. In all we had 27 boxes by the end of the night
and I hope we will witness an increase in our bird population. Well
done Scouts.... and Gavin
The Scout Section are planning a 5 day adventure camp to
Lochgoilhead ,the Scout Water Activity Centre, in July next year
and we will be holding some fund raising activities to help toward
the cost of this. I shall have to get our charges to put the little grey
cells in action, so watch this space!
This has been a particularly rewarding year for the Group and has
illustrated just how popular Scouting is today. This could not have
been achieved without the help of a large number of people who
played out their role. I am in awe with my fellow Leaders who bring
so much to their sections activities, the members of our committee
whose expertise is an indispensable support, the parents and public
who support all our endeavours and special mention to the young
people whose enthusiasm pushes us all on.
From all involved with Alyth Scouts a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2018
Ron Kirkpatrick
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON
& BUSINESSES IN THE TOWN DRESS-UP

THRIFTY ONE—Grace Lee, Anne Wallace and Anne
Cocker

ALYTH HOTEL—Zoe Doig, Louise Laing
and Kerry Shaw

THE SINGING KETTLE—Douglas Maclean, Emily Hatton, Andrea
Maclean and Callum Dawson

CO-OP—Veronica McLean, Charles
Riddel, Gillian McKenzie

Bob and Bob

THE WEE GIFT SHOP—Heather and Kathleen Jackson

CAFÉ IN THE SQUARE—Kerry Rocha, Corrine
Neilson, Chloe Carrie, Chelsea Tindle
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Brownie Trophy Winners
Teagan Luscombe, Ava Barton, Chloe Scott

Brownies sing at Coffee Morning

Santa with Pipeband Mascot

Charity Stall—Christmas Lights

Face Painting

Charity Stall—Spina Bifida

Perthshire Brass

Pipe Band

Festive Window
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Santa with Rod MacFarlane
Counting down to lights switch on

Crowds gathering in the Square

Excited child with whirling light stick

Santa’s coming mummy
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Alyth Garage

Alyth Garage ~ Cambridge Street ~ Alyth ~ Perthshire~ PH11 8AW, Tel-01828 633783
Your Local, Friendly, Family Run Business.

M.O.Ts only £40.00!
M.O.T and Service Deal £100!
Motorbike Servicing and Repairs!
Free Call Outs!
Free Winter Checks!
Timing Belts, M.O.Ts, Clutches, Servicing, All Repairs,
Work Vehicle Contracts, Motorbikes, Brakes, Tyres, Welding,
Engine Diagnostic Checks, 4x4s, Engine Rebuilds.

01828-633783
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Interview with: Malcolm Handoll
by Kevin Coe

We all know that, for its size, Alyth boasts an
extraordinarily rich and diverse community, attracting
people from all sorts of backgrounds.
Malcolm Handoll, who with his wife Rachel DuBois runs
outdoors experience tours from their home on the
Bamff Estate, is yet more evidence of this.
“We ended up in Alyth by chance,” Malcolm says.
“After eight years living on Orkney we’d decided to
move back to the mainland. I saw an advert for a flat to
rent in a castle, which turned out to be Bamff, and after
visiting and meeting Paul and Louise Ramsay it just
seemed to be a natural fit for us.
“Rachel hadn’t even seen the castle before we moved in in the summer of 2013. I’d done the Cateran Trail when it
opened and we’d lived in Perth for a couple of years before Orkney, but neither of us knew Alyth well. It’s turned out to
be a great place for us and our young son!”
Malcolm grew up on the North Wales coast, and has spent most of his working life in the hostel industry, initially as a
mountain guide and hostel manager.
“My grandmother was Scottish, from the Wallace clan, and I always loved coming up to Scotland to meet relatives or go
hill-walking, while working as hostel manager in North Wales,” he says. “I felt more at home here, so eventually moved
to live and work permanently here.”

In 2003, he was on Skye when he met Rachel who was just three days into a holiday on her first ever visit to Scotland
from her home in the USA.
“We hit it off instantly and two weeks later got engaged, and later married while she was still on her holiday visa!”
Malcolm recalls with a smile.
They set up home in Perth at first, where Rachel worked for the Council while Malcolm developed his business, including
working for the Independent Hostels Association, trying to raise standards across the sector.
“We’re both country and outdoors folk really” he says, “and Perth was a bit too urban for us, so we took a chance and
moved to Orkney to find the kind of rural environment where we could flourish. I’d always been drawn to islands, and
Orkney with all its history and prehistory had a particular resonance for me.”

Malcolm had by this time developed his business Five Senses, encouraged by Rachel to turn his passion into a social
enterprise teaching fire-making and navigation as well running small-group tours of Orkney. Malcolm’s knowledge of
nature, archaeology, the outdoors life and the hostel industry is complemented perfectly by Rachel’s background in
communications and website design.
“Our tours are embedded into the local community and contribute directly to the local economy,” says Malcolm. “We take
people who don’t mind using public transport and their own two feet to get around; we stay in local hostels, buy supplies
from local shops and cook our own food.
“We have guests from all over the UK and North America, and it’s my passion to try to educate them about nature and
the environment, giving them a connection with it to help them in their own lives.”
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Rachel and Malcolm also run a parallel business - Hostel Hub - helping hostels throughout the UK to enhance the visitor
experience.
“Hostels, particularly independent hostels outside the YHA network, are to a large extent the underdogs of the tourist
industry,” says Malcolm. “They don’t fit comfortably into the conventional hotel sector, and they cater for people who want
something different from the expensive ‘tartan brand’ style of holiday that doesn’t necessarily reflect the real Scotland.
“They want a more social experience, with hotel-level standards of accommodation, cleanliness, privacy and security, but
with a drying room and a cycle room and a kitchen where they can cook their own food, plus communal facilities to meet
like-minded travellers in the evening and swap tales, knowledge and information about trails and conditions.”
After eight years on Orkney, Malcolm and Rachel decided it was time for a change. “We had our son by this time, and I
was also doing more and more work off Orkney, running courses across the UK,” says Malcolm. “That’s when the
opportunity to move to Alyth came our way.

“Having arrived here largely by chance, it’s turned out to be the perfect home for us. East Perthshire is a forgotten gem
of tourism, and I’m drawn to that underdog quality. Country lanes, fields, farms, beech trees - just right for me now at my
age after years of living, visiting and working in highlands and islands. And the weather here is much better than in the
west: growing up in Wales I’m used to wind and rain; I was accustomed to sunsets, but now I love sunrises!
“And Alyth has good shops and services and a phenomenal asset in the 57 bus linking us with Blair, Perth and Dundee.
It’s the type of community that I want to see prosper, and our future as a family and as a business is very firmly here.
Ever since I left Wales I was searching for a place to call home, but never found it because I was focussing on place and
not on people. What I’ve found is that the two are not mutually exclusive. Alyth has won my heart.”
Find out more about Malcolm and Rachel here: http://www.allfivesenses.com

James’ fund-raising campaign passes half-way point
It has been a very busy month for "James's Angels” (see article in the November Voice) raising money to buy James
Fordyce an electric wheelchair. We have launched the JustGiving page, collected raffle and auction prizes, made and
sold Tablet, baked cakes, made hampers, hosted fund-raising events and jumping off bridges!

The fund-raising is coming on really well. Thanks to a lot of promoting from Gordon Buchanan (wildlife film maker and
presenter) we now have over £2000 on the JustGiving page.
The bingo tea was a great success and I think was enjoyed by all, it raised over £1000. Auctions of golf vouchers and a
signed Michael Buble platinum disk has brought in nearly £350.00. A bungee jump is expected to bring in around £300
and Dawn's fantastic tablet is has so far raised £230 and she's still locked in the kitchen so the money will continue to
come in until we let her out. We are now over half-way to our initial target. James will have his assessment very soon
so we will then have a quote for his perfect chair and know a final target figure.
The up-coming events this month are a Stovie Dance and a pop-up charity shop at the Burnside Inn.
Many thanks to all who have donated, supported events, purchased raffle tickets and donated raffle and auction prizes,
your support has been overwhelming.
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MARGARET AITCHISON

MARJORY GRAY

I’ll not be sending out Christmas cards this year.
And would like to wish all friends and neighbours a merry
Christmas and a very happy and prosperous new year.

I wont be sending cards this year
but would like to wish all my friends a
Very Merry Christmas and Much Happiness in 2018

THOMAS O’MALLEY of New Alyth

GEORGE & MARGARET FRASER
97 Airlie Street

I won’t be sending Christmas cards this year but
I wish all friends and neighbours a Happy
Christmas and all the very best for 2018.

Would like to wish All Friends
A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year

RENA FINDLAY

KATE McLEISH

Will not be sending Christmas cards this year
but wishes all friends and family a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

I won't be sending cards this year but would
like to wish all friends & neighbours a Merry
Christmas and Best wishes for the new year.

ISOBEL & IAN FOTHERINGHAM

JEAN LYALL

We won't be sending Christmas cards this year but
would like to wish all family, friends and neighbours
a Merry Christmas & Best Wishes for 2018

I would like to wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year, best
wishes to you all.

Springbank Road Alyth

WATT, ISABEL & HELEN NICOLL

RITA & ARCHIE McPHERSON

Isla Court, Alyth

We won't be sending Christmas cards this
year but we would like to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas & Best Wishes for 2018

We would like to wish all friends and neighbours
a very Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for
2018.

BOB LINDSAY Smythe Street
I would like to wish relatives, friends,
neighbours and everyone involved in Alyth
Football Club a very Merry Christmas and Best
Wishes for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year 2018
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