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Thank
Thank
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Alyth
3 day festival of arts & crafts, heritage and the outdoors
AN AMAZING SUCCESS
A great mix of craft stalls and venues, a truly amazing
musical concert, archery and cycle tours, classic cars,
drama at the Arches, a visit from Robert the Bruce, archaeology walk and talk, film club, and
even a chance to paddle a coracle in Alyth burn, Alyth Creates had something for everyone.
£113 in donations went to the Parish Church Dry Rot Fund, and heritage pictures will be
displayed in the new Alyth Primary.

Coracle
on on
Alyth
burn
Coracle
Alyth
burn

Alyth Creates was organised by the members of Alyth Arts & Crafts Guild but would not have been such a success without the
support of the people and businesses of Alyth. Artists and craft workers get their inspiration from contact with other artists and the
community and surroundings in which they live and of which they are lucky to be a part. So when we first came up with the idea of
a festival we wanted to make it a community event to celebrate the spirit of the people, the wonderful town we live in, it’s ancient
history and heritage, and the beautiful countryside and opportunities it presents.
We have had numerous complimentary messages about the festival and hoping that it will
become an annual event. One of the most pleasing aspects mentioned by many visitors was
the warm welcome they received from everyone in the town, and the great sense of
community which many other places have unfortunately lost. There are many exciting
developments in Alyth in 2017, the new
school, new bridges, the Barony outdoor
centre, the rebirth of Alyth in Bloom, the Story
Box, Cateran Common Wealth, the tireless
work of ADT, all of which will make Alyth an
even better place to live and work. We hope
that Alyth Creates has played a part in
creating a more vibrant town that the people
of Alyth deserve.
Queen Guinevere at the
Arches

www.alythartsandcraftsguild.co.uk.

Chris Stout & Catriona McKay
at Alyth Parish Church

The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITORS LETTER
Midsummer Musings
The existence of ‘The Voice’ is based on its role as a provider of local information, but sometimes events overrule this
restriction. The recent Massacre of Innocents in Manchester and the appalling fire at the Grenfell Tower in London are
cases in point. How can we ignore these desperate events? Our hearts go out in sympathy for the survivors of these
catastrophes and their families and friends.
We are approaching the summer solstice, as I write, and then it will be July. The cuckoos will leave for Africa and their
young will have usurped their hosts’ chicks long since. Weird really and extraordinary! Did you know that different races of
cuckoo parasitise different species of host? Thus cuckoos that parasitise meadow pipits are genetically different from those
that lay their eggs in the nests of dunnocks, reed warblers, or pied wagtails? This explains why it is that cuckoos’ eggs
match those of the species they parasitise. I didn’t know about this until I read Professor Nick Davies’ book about cuckoos a
year or two ago.
In the meantime I walk about of an evening, often taking visitors who have expressed an interest in seeing beavers with
me.
We set off, armed with binoculars and my equivalent of a RPG launcher: my telescope. The grass we walk through is
spattered with cuckoo spit. I consider it as we pass by and wonder if I should stop to explain what it is, but don’t because I
don’t think I know any more about the subject than anyone else.
On the other hand, perhaps Tom and George, the little boys who came round with me recently with their parents, would
have been interested to learn about the froghoppers whose larvae live, wrapped in that foamy exudate. Would they have
been interested to learn that the froghopper larvae emit that foam from their anuses? The spit hides the little animals from
the predators and parasites that would enjoy a snappy meal of froghopper larva, and keeps them insulated from the heat
and cold. The larvae themselves suck sap from the stems and leaves of the plants where they live, which causes the plants
little inconvenience mostly, though I have learned that some gardeners find the sight of cuckoo spit unsightly and try to rid
their gardens of the stuff.
I heard a cuckoo sing on the Bamff Hill towards the end of May, but only once, and am reminded that this species is
reported to be declining. According to the British Trust for Ornithology numbers of cuckoos coming to this country have
declined by 65% since the early ‘80s (https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/research-conservation/cuckoo).
Research in Poland has shown that the presence of cuckoos is a reliable indicator of diversity of birds (http://
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1470160X15001363?via%3Dihub).
Swifts did return eventually: there is at least one pair here at Bamff this year. House martins and swallows are plentiful.
This is the height of summer: the wood anemones in the Den have done with flowering, but chickweed wintergreen is still
studding the floor of the woods here. The grasses have reached the peak of their growth and are shedding pollen to the
discomfort of sufferers from hay fever. Yellow flag is out, a brilliant display in the wet places it inhabits. Soon we can expect
to see meadowsweet in flower, whose leaves are rich in salicylin, the chemical that gives aspirin its curative qualities.
All this stuff about cuckoos reminds me (along with a visit to Wikipedia) that lady’s smock (Cardamine pratense) is also
called ‘cuckoo flower’ (because it is said to bloom at the time when cuckoos reach this country). This attractive species with
its pale lilac pink flowers is a member of the cabbage family and is a food plant for the orange tip butterfly.
I cannot end this piece without mentioning the banks of ground elder in flower behind this house. ‘Ground elder!’ you say,
‘that scourge of the gardener.’ To which my reply is that it is the host to flies and honeybees. Everywhere there are wild
raspberries, alive with the buzz of bumble bees.
Lots of insects mean food for little birds. Lots of little birds means food for bigger birds. And so it goes.

Paul Ramsay
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

*~*~* ALYTH Dates for Your Diary *~*~*
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

JULY
1st - 8th
13th
15th
17th-30th
31st
AUGUST
5th
9th
12th
19th
26th
28th

Coffee Morning
Kirk Shop
Samaritan Hospital Car Service—Meeting 7pm
Coffee Morning
Mary’s Meals
HALL CLOSED FOR RENOVATIONS
Lunch
Alyth Snr Citizens' Lunch &
Socialising Club
Coffee Morning
Ceilidh
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Lunch

SEPTEMBER
2nd
Coffee Morning
9th
Lunch club
16th
Coffee Morning
23rd
Coffee Morning
30th
Coffee Morning

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

Strathmore Tots
Berry Pickers Ceilidh (time tba)
The Alyth Show
The Alyth Show
3rd Alyth Brownies
Alyth Snr Citizens' Lunch &
Socialising Club
Guiding Association
Exercise Classes
Scouts
Macmillan
Glenisla Rural

NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ

Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
After Hours (NHS24):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

www.alythvoice.co.uk

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm

ALYTH VOICE ON FACEBOOK

Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

Check out our Facebook page and don’t forget if you currently advertise
with us you can promote your business/organisation on our page.
We currently have a following of 1446 people so don’t miss out!

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
3

A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

Est 1953

No job too big or too small
New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM
JOINERY SERVICES

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS :
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL :
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS :
GLAZING AND LOCKS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call or email for advice and estimates

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com
TEL: 01828 632070
www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk

Find us on Facebook :
G A Davidson Joiners

AW JOINERY
For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

For all your joinery services:
Home Improvements
Fitted Kitchens
Timber Decking
01250 870 693
07876 133 342

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

www.aw-joinery.com

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

TOSH TILING SERVICES

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK
FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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JOHN A McINTOSH

T: 01828632581 M:07597114868

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

•

Keep weeds under control.

•

Mow lawns regularly.

•

Greenhouse.
Keep removing side shoots from tomatoes water and feed regularly, remove any dead or dying leaves. If you haven't
planted an all female variety of cucumber remove male flowers, if the female flower is fertilised the fruit will be bitter to the
taste, the female flower will already have a small fruit behind it. Keep an eye out for aphids.

•

Dead head bedding plants roses etc to ensure continuous flowering.

•

Keep removing flowering heads of lupins and delphiniums.

•

To get a continuous supply of salad crops sow salad leaves and radishes. Keep them well
watered in dry periods.

FERAL PIGS
Feral pigs still proving elusive - After a public meeting hosted by SNH in April to discuss the issue of feral pigs, there have
been few new reports of the animals at large. Those at the meeting heard that pigs had been seen in woods between
Creuchies and Tullymurdoch to the north-west of Alyth. None have been seen there since and camera traps have now been
set out to try and establish if they are still there.
On Alyth hill, in the Whiteside enclosure managed by Forest Enterprise, the one remaining animal known to be present has
since had a litter. There have also been sightings of pigs further west – between Blairgowrie and Dunkeld – although these
could have come from another source and not be related to the Alyth population.
Sightings of feral pigs should be reported to the Scotland’s Environmental & Rural Services (SEARS)
customer service line 08452 302050 or within Perth & Kinross can be reported to the Council’s animal welfare staff via their
general enquiry line 01738 476476.
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Classic
Restorations
Your local, friendly Picture Framer
near Strathmore Golf Centre

Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire
Phone:
Mobile:
Fax:

•
•
•
•
•
•

01828 633293
07885 316689
01828 632529

Mechanical
Electrical
Panel Work
Ashframe repairs
Paintwork
Interior Trim

Opening hours:
Mondays by Appointment
Contact Caroline to get booked in!
Before and after work appointments available

Email: info@nethertonframing.com
Facebook: Netherton Framing
www.nethertonframing.com

07761 267 559

Jaguar XK140 Roadster
Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen
Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk
www.classicrestorations.co.uk

Netherton, Alyth PH11 8LT
Established 1980

IAN BROGAN

E.C.A. Registered and Approved

Gift Vouchers Available

Stewart MacDonald

Washing machines, Dishwashers,
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners

Telephone 01828 632 995

01828
629141

Telephone 01250 872225
or 07801704997

MUSIC TUTOR

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

SINGING - PIANO - THEORY

Music teacher
Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd., LTCL)
offers private tuition for singing,
piano and theory.
Fully qualified
Over 30 years of teaching experience
All levels taught
Presentation for AB and TCL exams
SQA National, Higher and AH
For more information, contact Valerie :

01828 633 977
THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

(Alyth)

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Open Tues - Sat

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

**HAIRDRESSER**

Electrical Contractor
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

RENDEZVOUS

4.30pm - 9.00pm
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Restaurant - Coffee House - B&B
OPEN
Mon—Sat: 10am—4pm
Sunday: 10am—6pm (high teas)
Fri-Sat: 6pm—9pm (last orders)
Home Baking Homemade Meals
Functions Panoramic Views
Farm & Gift Shop
“relax and enjoy the view”

SCOUTS
The undaunted highlight recently was the group
family Camp held at the beginning of June.
Fortune smiles on the brave and we must have
done something right as although we did have a
couple of showers, nothing like the wall to wall
rain we have experienced in the later part of the
month.
This was very possibly the largest camp we have
put together for the Group ,with at one point an
expected number of 135. I never did confirm that
number, people kept moving about making a head count impossible. The camp was
masterminded by Patrick West and closely supported by all the Leaders especially the Group Scout Leader, Norman West, who
wasn’t given much of an option as it was a father/son team.
Bringing everything and everyone together was no mean feat and involved a considerable amount of time. It was such an
enjoyable situation to met with parents and see everyone pitching in together.
Put in a situation where there are few distractions, even a simple gathering round the campfire somehow takes on a new
dimension. Even with all the changes in society it is amazing how traditional Scouting skills still have such appeal to everyone –
camping, backwoods cooking, map & compass, branding. Not surprisingly, we held a camp fire on the Saturday night and had a
few extra visitors join us. The real “stars” of the campfire were the participants, as it is an audience participation item and you can
only enjoy it if you give it a go.
We were very pleased to have the Rev Mike Erskine join us on Sunday morning, who gave us all some encouraging and uplifting
words. He had to leave smartish as he had another job to do that morning! Thank you Mike for getting up so early for us.
For the rest of Sunday morning, the camp was split into “clans” who competed against each other at various dubious activities,
culminating with a tug of war to determine the winner. With everyone leading such busy lives , it was refreshing to take a little time
out and enjoy a great weekend. Well done to all who took part.
The Scouts continued the backwoods theme one Friday night with the cooking(?) of camp
twists. Sometimes referred to as camp bread – or that black thing on the end of a stick, this
provided a very popular activity as it involved getting really mucky, reeking of smoke from
the wood fire and culminating with that enjoyable sensation, - eating whatever is in front of
you.
I think we should rename this particular evening as “Ready, Steady Crook!” Fortunately no
Scouts were harmed in the making of this programme, but a hygiene standards expert,
might have a few choice words to make.
We are off to summer camp to Templars Park , Aberdeen at the beginning of July. It has
been some time since the Troop has visited the campsite – so hopefully they will have
forgotten about us by now!
Ron Kirkpatrick

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to
Ethan Thompson
who won
The Alyth Library Book Bug
Treasure Hunt
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•

Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work

All work carried out by fully qualified
Professionals and finished
to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

THE SINGING KETTLE
14 Airlie Street, Alyth

WOODLAND & GARDEN
Plan - Design - Build - Maintain

C ommunity
treeC ycle
Alyth, 0758 0778 700
clive@communitytreecycle.co.uk
Garden design, construction & maintenance, tree
surgery, woodland management, bespoke garden
features, signs and furniture

CAFÉ & TEA ROOM
Fully licensed

Sparkles Cleaning
Service

Morning coffees
Light lunches
Afternoon teas
Home baking
Selection of wines
and spirits

Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533

Opening times
Monday to Saturday
9am to 5pm
T: 01828

958 050

Do you have

a local

business
Check out
our
advertising
rates
You’ll be
:-) surprised
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Thrifty One

From the Community, for the Community
Opening times: 10am—4pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Phone: Anne 07592 338449.(speak or leave a message)
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com
For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please like & share us with your friends.
The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise. Thanks!

TALES FROM THRIFTY ONE
THE MINISTER AND THE MOUSE

The day the minister came into Thrifty One we had...... a camel, an owl, a dinosaur, a purple thing that might be a cat ? no its a monkey , not
sure , but " sorry we do not have a mouse." " oh " he said " I really need a mouse for my visit to the school tomorrow. "
Now at Thrifty One we are always up for a challenge and so two crafty volunteers, a pom-pom maker, some grey wool, broom bristles for
whiskers, and a lovely long wool tail later, MAXIMUS was created and delivered to the manse later that day. We were told by the minister ,
when he called in with a lovely box of thank you sweets, that he was a wonderful little mouse and went down a treat with the children at the
school. So the moral of this story... if you do not see what you’re looking for when you come in to see us it is always worth asking and if
anyone knows what that purple " thing " is please let me know .

PIGEONS AND PEAS

" Net curtains ? " said the customer, " yes down on the bottom shelf " said I,........" they are for the pigeons " the customer said.
Now immediately I had images of a pigeon palace, where pigeons are sitting at large open windows, net curtains wafting in the breeze while
listening to harp music being played by a very talented pigeon harpist ,are there any other kind ....... back to reality very quickly as I am told "
they are great to throw over the peas in the veggie plot to keep the pesky pigeons from eating them all " GREAT IDEA ... but I personally
prefer the idea of hanging them at the windows of a palace for pigeons, don't you?

PARTY DRESSES AND PRINCESSES

Every Saturday we have a visit from three generations, Granny, Mum, and lovely Laura who come to see what we have to offer. On this
particular day a rather lovely Mini Mouse party dress (for the youngest member of the three I might add )was chosen to be worn at a very
special birthday party that very afternoon, but oh no a small tear was spotted, Princess Laura cannot go to the party with a tear in her
dress !! Fortunately for princess Laura she was in no ordinary charity shop and before you could say " jelly, ice cream, pass the parcel, and
cake " the tear was mended, the dress was pressed and Princess Laura I am sure was the belle of the ball.

BLANKETS FOR BABY TREES

Who remembers those heavy, scratchy, wool blankets we used to have on our beds .... yes , well you are at least as old as I am then. Thank
goodness we now have lovely fluffy downies with crisp cotton covers, like rickets and the smell of tripe cooking, these blankets are probably
best left in the past, we do have them handed in occasionally, after spending many a year at the back of a cupboard no doubt. I am afraid
they are not of much use these days, so they usually end up in the dog blanket box, until one customer did not buy one for her dog no indeed
not, but for her trees, to be precise her baby trees to be cut into squares, and placed around them protecting them from grass and weeds,
because they are pure wool they will gradually biodegrade ....BRILLIANT!! As far as I am concerned the baby trees are welcome to them .

JEANNIE AND THE PLANTS

A very special thanks to Jeannie and her magic green fingers for providing Thrifty one with all the lovely plants for us to sell, they raised a fair
amount for us and I am told they are very good plants. I am waiting for the magic beans and the pot of gold plant, come on Jeannie!
Blooming marvellous!!!

HAPPY ENDINGS
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KEEP CALM
AND
SHINE ON
SCOTT’S MOBILE CAR VALET
Mini Valets from £35
Full Valets from £50
Full interior valets from £35
Full exterior valets from £35
Tel 07715039215 / 01828 650728

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
NHS and Private Prescriptions
Long Term Medication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS

Logo-Branding
Stationary
Business Cards
Templates
Brochures

Flyers
Posters
Signage
Website
Domain Names

Social Media
Email Setup
Advertising
Marketing
Banners

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth

07854493805

www.peapodstudios.co.uk

Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Call anytime for more information

Advertise your

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN
Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

HERE!!!

Handy Hubby 2 Hire
GORDON M KIDD

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com
T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

DIAMOND WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations to Pat and Isabel Ewart
who celebrated their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary on 5th June 2017.
Pictured here with Dennis Melloy.
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ALYTH SHOW 1st PRIZE PHOTOGRAPHY WINNERS

Class 39 - Farm Buildings by Neil McGowan, Kilry

Class 40 - Trees by Simon Baillie, Memus

Class 41 - Fruit by William George, Alyth

Class 42 - Single Flower by Iain Gailbraith, Alyth

Class 43 - Pathway by Iain Gailbraith, Alyth

Class 44 - "Reflection" by John Connaghan, Ruthven which won the
Most Outstanding Exhibit in the Photography Section
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

I&D Insurance Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there
when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

POWER
of
ATTORNEY

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

01250 874441

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Clinical Aromatherapist

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

Liz Jenkins—mifpa

01250 876057

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors
Established 1871

We sell carpets, vinyl,
curtains and blinds.
Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Come in for
professional advice
and browse through
our large selection of
samples available to
take home
We measure, supply
and fit

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

To get your FREE
quotation call

FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

01250 872361
Or e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk
FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS

JOHN SWINNEY

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Across

Down

1.
5.
6.
7.
8.
14.
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17.
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21.
23.
24.
29.
30.
31.
32.
34.
35.
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51.
52.
53.

2.
3.
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13.
15.
18.
20.
22.
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28.
33.
36.
37.
39.
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42.
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50.

Make up your mind
Distress signal
Arm of jacket
Implement to eat a fluid
We will maybe get 3 replacements
A kind of pet fish
Offer of marriage
Open _ _ _ _ _ _, Ali Baba's cry
Ballet dancers skirt
Major grocery store
Scottish for 'small'
Dundee hospital
Bridge that collapsed in a storm
Devils domain
Italian city with leaning tower
Exchanged during wedding
Centre of an apple
Divorce payment
Young sheep
Dates for your _ _ _ _ _
Shakespeare's 'Scottish play'
Molten rock of a volcano
Organ that pumps blood
Musical threesome
Electronic book
Famous Egyptian Queen
Gambling place

1

2

Church singers
Puss in _ _ _ _ _
Dogs home
Musical entertainer on the street
St. Ninian’s
Yellow of an egg
Egypt's river
Dog associated with the west highlands
City of the wooden horse
Proof of whereabouts
Historical Perth store, now closed
Bird's home
Birthday cake light
Health service (initials)
Legs _ _ _ _ _ _, bingo call
Charles Rennie ?
Bead counting frame
Pop group's one night show
Ziggy _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Red rinded cheese
Fly to this new location from Dundee
Brenda Blethyn crime series
Measure a line with
Undertaker's vehicle
Country north of the USA
New museum for Dundee
You eat at it
Robin of Nottingham
Gin and ?

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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11

12

14

15

16
17
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19
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29
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31
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33

34
35
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37
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40

41
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43

45
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49
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51

52

53

Answers on Page 29

EclipseCrossword.com
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NOTICES
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.
Evening Service at 6.00pm on
First Sunday of each month.
(Note Special Dates below and Special Notice)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms.
New recruits are always most welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is
available for children under three).
For any special arrangements please contact
Sunday School staff.
~~~
Prayer Group.
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).
~~~
The Guild
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm)
Next meeting will be a date in September—
To be announced
~~~
The Church Choir.
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
Special Dates and Notice
3rd—8th July—KIRK SHOP (helpers would be
very welcome on 1st July)
13th July—Samaritan Hospital Car Service.
Meeting Airlie Street Hall at 7pm
29th July—Manse Garden Party 2pm—4pm
No Special Dates have been notified for the
month of August
During the maintenance of the Main Church
most of the Church services will be held within
the Airlie Street Hall—unless specifically
notified otherwise.
(PLEASE CHECK ACTUAL VENUE FOR
EACH DATE)
www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
We now have a Facebook page
www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT
see ‘Local Services’
Open Sundays 2-4pm
(Easter till Remembrance)
Tel: 01828 633 045

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Saturdays
6.30pm
St Mary's,
Dundee Rd.
Coupar Angus

Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Weekday Mass
telephone
01250 872 171
or visit

Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

www.ststephensblair.co.uk

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

After each Sunday Morning service the
beautiful arrangements of Flowers that have
adorned the Church are distributed to
Families who have been recently bereaved,
to those who are sick in Hospital or in their
own Home and to anyone else considered to
be in need of some comfort.
This service is provided by a group of
dedicated people who give of their time every
Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any
way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson on
01828 632 151. Your help will both valued
and much appreciated by many.
SOFT TENNIS
Every Wednesday Morning in June
10.30 – 11.30 Airlie Street Hall
only £1.00 per session at present
Never played before?
Come and have a FREE trial session
Just turn up
Or ring Pat K (633400) or Pat J (632042)
for more information
Please note—There will be NO tennis in July

MAILINGS

JULY
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Alyth Parish Church –
Flower Group.

11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
11am Sung Eucharist
11am Sung Eucharist
10.30am Joint Service at St. Michael’s
Balllintuim

THANK YOU
"Peter and Margaret Robertson and family,
wish to thank most sincerely, relatives,
friends for their kind expressions of
sympathy, cards and flowers received
following the sad loss of Karen."

Dog Fouling & Strays
We have been approached by members of
the public in Alyth with a view to having the
council contact details made available in the
Alyth Voice to enable them to report
incidences of dog fouling and strays.
The contact details are:
Telephone Customer contact centre:

01738 476476

Email: enquiries @pkc.gov.uk
Regards
Denis Hearsum
Animal Welfare Officer
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Our continued challenge to ensure the
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to
implementing a charge for postal Voices.
An annual charge will apply to all
UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of producing the
Voice. To get your Voice by post,

Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk

We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice

DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure
the Voice remains free to every household. There
are 4 ways to donate:
1. Collection Tins in shops,
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the
secure PayPal system.
4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Please support your Voice today.

ALYTH DEVELOPMENT TRUST NEWSLETTER
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

AGM
Our AGM went off successfully on the 7th of June with a good turnout. As required by our constitution, three of our directors
resigned. We were lucky that two new members volunteered to become directors of the Trust. We welcome Nicky
MacFarlane, who is a teacher with a young family who lives in New Alyth. She has strong connections to the Primary School
in Alyth where her children attend (although she teaches at Blairgowrie High School) and brings with her a wealth of
experience with young people, amazing organisational skills, creativity and energy. We are also happy to welcome Kevin
Coe as a new director. Kevin has lived in Alyth for more than 20 years and has brought up his family here. He has recently
retired from the position of Communications Director of Abertay University and brings with him a multitude of communications
and journalistic expertise which will be invaluable to the Trust going forwards.
Christmas Table Sale
At the meeting that followed the AGM, which many members stayed to participate in, it was decided that we will be holding a
Christmas Table Sale at the Town Hall in late November to raise money towards our work. A date will be arranged as soon
as possible – anyone wishing to book a table for this event please get in touch with Paul Prettyman who can be found
manning the museum (Thur - Sun 1pm-5pm or put a note through the museum door) or contact us on our Facebook page.
Alyth-Blairgowrie-Coupar Angus Bike Route
The Trust is involved with a plan to link Alyth, Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus with safe cycle routes. This initiative is being
developed by a steering group with community representation from all the three towns, including Alyth Development Trust.
Creation of these routes would allow secondary school students to safely cycle to Blairgowrie High School and would provide
a useful biking and walking infrastructure for the whole area. Considerable progress has been made while some challenges
remain. Here is a brief update written by Len Seal, co-ordinator of the group. “The biggest news is that two communityminded landowners are in the process of applying for funding to create a track through their land which will link existing quiet
roads and tracks to make a safe path from Alyth to Rattray. At the moment, the chances of this going ahead look very good.
Many people have been involved in getting funding and identifying possible routes. The group has a mailing list of over 40
people and a steering group with representatives from all three towns fully involved. PKC staff have also been very helpful.
Chris York, a consultant taken on by Forward Coupar Angus and One Voice to help create the tracks, has almost completed
the first stage of his work and is offering advice and technical support to the two landowners. Chris has also identified routes
between Coupar Angus and Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus and Alyth. He has identified the “hurdles” that need to be
negotiated. The next phase of his work is likely to start in the Autumn and this will involve detailed plans and designs for
paths. This, we envisage, will be a bigger piece of work than the first phase, involving designs for a more direct route
between Rattray and Alyth, all of the Coupar Angus to Blairgowrie route and work to improve the Alyth-Coupar Angus route.
The design stage is likely to take at least six months. There is lots more to be done and the whole project is likely to take a
number of years but for the moment we can celebrate the fact that by summer 2018 we could have cyclists, walkers and
other users of paths travelling safely between the two towns. Watch this space! If you would like to be on the mailing list for
the bike paths and kept up to date as well as be informed of open meetings, please let Len Seal know on:
lenseal210@gmail.com “
Tullymurdoch Windfarm Community Funds
We hope to engage the assistance of Development Officer James Buchan of Local Energy Scotland
(www.localenergyscotland.org) to help us, along with the community, to develop guidelines for the distribution of the newly
confirmed Tullymurdoch Windfarm Community Funds, which are being channelled to the community through Alyth
Development Trust. As announced in last month’s ADT newsletter in The Voice, the total Tullymurdoch fund of £70,000 is to
be shared between Alyth and Kirriemuir Landward West areas but at the time of going to press we hadn’t heard how this
would be divided. We can now confirm that Alyth has been awarded 60% of the funds, a total of £42,000 per year for 25
years. We would very much like community input about what the spending priorities for this fund should be – we would
welcome any comments via our Facebook page or by letter via the museum. As a community we have time to discuss this as
the money will only be allocated when the windfarm starts generating electricity in 2018, although a one-off disruption
payment of £20,000 will be made when work begins at the site.
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Alyth Development Trust—continued
Royal Bank of Scotland Building
Given the prominent position of the RBS building in the town, ADT have begun a petition which would allow us to bid for the
property under the “community right to buy” legislation if there is support for this within the town. The legislation requires
that at least 10% of the community who are eligible to vote support the proposal and so around 210 signatures are required in
order for us to make this application to the Scottish Government. This would allow ADT to have the opportunity to buy the
property for community use but as we said in the June newsletter any purchase would be dependent on having an adequate
funding strategy and a sustainable business plan. Of course, this business plan would be developed in consultation with the
community and business owners and we would not take forwards any ideas that were in direct competition with existing
businesses. If you would like to sign the petition it is in the library along with a comment sheet if you would like to comment.
Donation from Alyth Gala Day Committee
We would like to give a huge thanks to the of Alyth Gala Day Committee who have very kindly donated to the Alyth
Development Trust the remaining funds in their dormant bank account after the closure of the group in 2015, a sum of
£210.00. We are very grateful for the donation which will allow us to continue our work for Alyth.
Come Along to our Meetings
Alyth Development Trust meetings are held at 7pm on the first Wednesday of the month in Alyth Museum. Everyone is
welcome to come and discuss any and all things Alyth.

This year Alyth and its surrounding district has raised £2,763:43 for Christian Aid. Well done to everyone involved.
Christian Aid is a charity which has been around for 60 years, helping people in other parts of the world. Their mission
statement is We believe in life before death, so this year’s focus is on refugees. Your generosity means that you have helped
people in the following ways:
I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.
I was a stranger and you invited me in.
I needed clothes and you clothed me.
I was sick and you looked after me.
Christian aid works to bring an end to poverty around the world. It works with people of all faiths and none. Currently it is
working in 39 countries with 576 local partner organisations in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, Latin America and the
Caribbean. It is the official development agency of 41 sponsoring churches in Britain and Ireland.
Of every £1 that is given, 85p is spent directly on Christian Aid’s projects. The other 15p is spent on fundraising; and for
every £1 spent on fundraising, another £6 is raised for the work of Christian Aid. Many people have been used Gift Aid along
with their donation, and this increases the amount of money that goes directly to the cause.
I would like to say a big thank you to the new collectors on our team – your courage is admired because it can be daunting to
do this for the first time; thank you to the returning collectors – your enthusiasm and experience is invaluable to the team;
thank you to the team of ‘counters’ – your calmness and efficiency on the day of ‘the big count’ was of immense help; thank
you to Lunan’s and Costcutter’s for being extra collecting areas – you are a great help to people who have missed seeing
their collector; thank you to the staff in Scotmid – your help with the Post Office system was terrific, and all with a smile too.
However, the greatest thanks goes to every individual in Alyth who supported Christian Aid Week this year.
Rona Nicolson
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NOTICES
Alyth Christmas Lights
200 Club

Don’t have access
to email?
It’s FREE in the

June Draw

Airlie Street Library

(with thanks to Bill Austin)
1st - £50 - 192 - Mr I Donald
2nd - £30 - 16 - Dr. S Mew
3rd - £20 - 152 - Mr J Fleming
——————

THE COFFEE CYCLE

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP

Meet every Wednesday morning.
Alyth Square 9.30am
For a cycle in search of
coffee and cake.
All welcome.
Destination decided on the day.

AYP are supporting Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club to form a
junior section of bowlers.
We will have coaching sessions every Thursday, 3.30pm 4.30pm in term time, with the aim of working towards
competitive matches between pupils of Alyth Primary School
and Rattray Primary School - this will be supported by
Caroline Lawrie, Active Schools Co-Ordinator.

Interested?
Call/text Pat 07583297408
Or just turn up. See you there!

Thanks to a donation by the Alyth Bowling Club quiz team,
the young people will be supplied with bowls and a club tshirt.
They will become full junior members of the club, allowing
them use of the tennis courts too, all for just £10! If you are
interested in getting involved in a sport that can be a hobby
for life, please come along to one of our sessions at the
bowling club.

The coffee morning held in Airlie Street Hall on Saturday 3rd June was
very well supported and the total raised was £795.20. Thank you to
all those who came along and helped raise such a generous figure
and to the volunteers who helped on the day as well as all those who
donated items.
There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church,
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake /
biscuits to follow. Open to everyone.
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work
with the Vine Trust.
The next dates will be as follows:

MOBILE BANK
Town Square
Town Square

Glenisla SWRI

2nd July – Arthur Lawrence
6th August – Donald Cameron
3rd September – Freda Ferguson
1st October – John Howie, soloist and accompanied by Organist
Luke Newman
5th November – Remembrance Service led by David McMicking
3rd December –Roger Klegg and the Strathmore Singers
24th December – Watchnight Service – 11:30pm

meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm
Contact Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582 205
or Sheelagh Cameron (president) 01575 573214
New Members Welcome
Membership £20.00

like to thank the staff from I & D
Insurance Services and Helen
Urquhart who very kindly came to
her aid when she fell in Airlie
Street. Also sincere thanks to
Dr Gilmour and Nurse Carol at
the Health Centre.

Charity number SCO44459

Royal Bank Of Scotland
10.10am to 11.40am
2pm to 3.30pm

Mrs Barbara Meaney would

Glenisla Church (SCIO)

If you need more info, just see George Annan.

Tuesday Thursday -

THANK YOU

Visitors £3.00

Contact details: Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO,
Alrick, Glenisla, PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,
Glenisla, PH11 8PG

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk
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NOTICES
Alyth & District Pipe Band

Alyth Senior Citizens'
Lunch & Socialising Club

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for
new or experienced members, either pipes
or drums.
Wednesday night practise in
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm.
For more information please
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.

Strathmore Tots
Alyth

Baby and Toddler Group
Whether you're a first time mum or dad or
have a larger family, come along
to our local friendly group for a cuppa and
a chat with other parents while
the wee ones play. Grandparents and
Carers also welcome.
We meet on Monday mornings in the
Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth
from 9.30am to 11.30am. (previously held
at the town hall)
£2 per family, this includes a snack for the
toddlers and as much tea and
coffee as you can drink!

Meigle Art Group
The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall
10am 12pm

To keep up to date with what we have on
and where, join our Facebook
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth.
Or for more information call or text
07807591868

New Members Welcome
Equipment can be provided for starters.

(Perth & Kinross Healthy
Communities Project)
Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146

New members & volunteers
most welcome
Exercise Group - Mondays 10am
in the Airlie Street Hall
Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)
Next lunch: Monday 31st July
Would you like a lift to the Lunches?
Telephone 632023

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Gordon Coutts

Contact 633811 for further details

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of Alyth Primary
School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

NEW COMMUNICANTS
If you would like to become a member of
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the
Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on a Tuesday
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Peter Robertson
Marja Dalziel
Tom Dalziel
John Eggleston

632674 (Walk Leader)
633032 (Walk Leader).
633032 (Walk Leader).
633965 (Walk Leader).
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If you are

a Local

Group
We’ll print
your
information
here
For Free

CRIGHTONS
CYCLES

Luxury Self Catering
Holiday Cottages
Auchteralyth, Alyth
PH11 8JT

t: 01575 530474
www.auchteralythsteadings.co.uk
Dogs & Cats and their well
behaved owners are welcome

•
•
•
•

New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

Could you feel better?
Re-balance your mental, physical and
emotional wellbeing with Homeopathy
-----

Bio-energy - Silent Counselling

07770 985736

angela@homeopathyperthshire.co.uk

MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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NOTICES
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT

Thank you to the many local people who have
handed in ink cartridges, mobile phones etc
for recycling. The charity which provided the
collection facility and contributed to NSPCC
no longer operates that service.

in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm

We have sourced a new collector for ink
cartridges although not as yet for other items.
Please continue to bring your ink cartridges
only down to the Health Centre until further
notice. Thank you.

From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1. 1850s to date, there are now over
6,500 photographs of local people,
schools, businesses, events, views,
weddings, etc
2. Parish records from 1623—1854
3. Baptism records from 1900s to
date
4. 6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for Alyth’s
3 cemeteries
5. Publications & memorabilia over
150yrs

ADMISSION FREE

Alyth Library
(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun-

Closed

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm
Friday
9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

If you offer

a local

Service
We’ll print
your
information here
For Free

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player
req. / Music CDs and Videos
Telephone
01250 872 905 for details

THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT
AND TODDLER GROUP
Every Friday (Term Time)
10am – 12pm
Isla Primary School- Community Hall
All Welcome
Find us on Facebook

Alyth Library
Calling all
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library
windows

Alyth Friends of
Guiding
are holding a
Strawberry Tea at the
Alyth Guide Hut
Saturday 15th of July 2-4pm

Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

‘Usual stalls'

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Details:
A day of medieval tournaments in the gardens at Scone Palace
TIME: 10am till 4pm
•

5 v 5 Team Fights and 1 v 1 Duelling

•

History of Medieval Military Encampment

•

Medieval Have a Go Archery

•

Arming the Knight

Season Ticket Holders FREE
ADULTS:
£6.80
CONCESSIONS:
£6.00
CHILDREN:
£5.00
FAMILY:
£23.00
* Entry to the Palace is not included

21

www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

PAPER TRAIL

Do you have stories you
would like to share?
Paper Trail can help you to
record the chapters that
matter most through a
bespoke service of interviews
and printed copy.

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

JIM MORRICE

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support

Tel:01828 633 137
Beginners Welcome!

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Contact: liz@papertrail-ink.uk
Gift vouchers available

19 High Street, Blairgowrie

Tel: 01250 870772

Keith Nicol

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
Be

in The Alyth Voice
ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

ALYTH PRIMARY EXHIBITION
Photos by Neil Jackson

Tables with spectators

Miss Littlejohn and viewers

Kirsty Bailey with Alistair Jelks and his pencil drawing of
Alyth School

Cycle tracks between Alyth, Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus
This is an update on the work being undertaken to create safe routes between the three towns of Alyth, Blairgowrie and Coupar
Angus. Considerable progress has been made while some challenges remain.
The biggest news is that two community-minded landowners are in the process of applying for funding to create a track through
their land. This will complete part of the section between Alyth and Blairgowrie. At the moment, the chances of this going
ahead look very good.
Many people have been involved in getting funding, identifying possible routes and in many ways being very supportive. We
have a mailing list of over 40 people and a steering group with representatives from all three towns fully involved. PKC staff
have also been very helpful.
Chris York, the consultant taken on to help us create the tracks, has almost completed the first stage of his work and is offering
advice and technical support to the two landowners. Chris has also firmed up on the rest of the route between Alyth and
Blairgowrie, between Coupar Angus and Blairgowrie, and between Coupar Angus and Alyth. The next phase of his work is
likely to start in the Autumn and will involve detailed plans and designs for these paths.
There is a lot more to be done and the whole project is likely to take a number of years. All of us who have been involved in this
work would like to thank Chris for all his hard work, persistence and skill in taking us close to achieving the first stage of our aim
in a very short time.
If you would like to be on the mailing list and kept up to date as well as be informed of open meetings, please let Len Seal know
on: lenseal210@gmail.com.
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Winner of Alyth's best business 2015

SHEAR SUCCESS
12 Airlie Street Alyth
01828 633234

Monday Closed,
Tuesday 10 - 3 and
Wednesday 10 - 5 apts
available with Zoe,
Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5,
Saturday 9-1

C Max
Garden Services Alyth
All aspects undertaken
22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting,
tree & plant pruning and shaping, border
maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all
types), slabbing & block paving,
landscaping, turfing & grass seeding,
driveways & patio power washing.
From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.
Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Now open 7 days serving breakfast, light bites, lunches
and main meals. We offer a vast selection of barista
coffee's, hot chocolates, teas and chai latte as well as
cold drinks fresh orange & apple juice and amazing
milkshakes!
A varied selection of the most delicious patisserie cakes
are always available along with traybakes and delicious
home made scones. Gluten free cakes available.
We also a large selection of Rizza's award winning icecream!
If you haven't already joined our brilliant loyalty scheme
then why not pop in and join the hundreds who have!
Swipii is the loyalty scheme that gives you 5 points for
every visit! Collect points to redeem for lots of fantastic
freebies! Coffee's, cakes, filled rolls, soup, main meals
or how about a whole patisserie cake to share with
friends!
Sign up with email to receive great offers! Customers
have already enjoyed a 2 for 1 main meal offer as well
as 50% off our breakfast menu! You must have a loyalty
card in order to receive these offers so what are you
waiting for!
Look out for our new breakfast menu which now
includes a gluten free breakfast as well as a children's
breakfast.
Children's menu, highchairs and baby change available.
Find us on Facebook and Trip Advisor.
Free Wifi.
Sit in or take away! Phone us on 01828 958040

Kirrie Horse & Country
12 Bank St, Kirriemuir, DD8 4BG
01575 572500

Equestrian Supplies and Feed
Hoggs of Fife Clothing

• wills & executries • employment law
• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

KEYCHANGE
Audio File Transcription

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

DENNIS MELLOY

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

For Surgeries in the
comfort of your own home

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”

Your Local Councillor

www.weemachines.co.uk
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Copy Typing
Research
Typing Services
Email:
admin@keychange.solutions
or

Call: 07856745489

SALE OF ALYTH SCENES
POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.
-----------------------------------------------

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

Alyth “Stride for Life” Walking Group
On Tuesday 29 May 2012 the Alyth Stride for Life
Walking Group started under the guidance and
leadership of Mary Hogg and Charlie Smith.
On Tuesday 30 May 2017, 5 years on, we
marked our 5th birthday with a walk to Pitcrocknie
Restaurant where we enjoyed soup, sandwiches
and a special Birthday Cake.
The attached photograph shows most of those who
attended.
We invited Charlie’s widow, Margaret, and Mary
and Brian Hogg (now living in Edinburgh) together
with Colin Melville from Paths for All in Perth to
celebrate with us.
We would like to acknowledge a wonderful
donation of £250 from Thrifty One on Airlie Street
which paid for a truly memorable afternoon.
Our thanks to them and to all who came. Here’s to
the next five years.
If you would like to join us on a Tuesday afternoon, our walks last approximately 45-50 minutes. We also have a short walk of about
20 minutes for those of us who “Shuffle for Life” Walking is a great way to keep active and make you feel better and we think it's
much more fun walking in a group and enjoying a good old blether!
On average we have about 24 walkers, one of whom is over 90, so why not come and join us. There is no need to book, just turn
up at the Airlie Street Hall about 13:25 on a Tuesday.
The Walk Leaders, John, Marja, Peter & Tom

A Birds Thoughts about Alyth
What a wonderful place Alyth is for me to live and prosper. Especially if you are a big bird of the crow family. Even my smaller
cousins, jackdaws and our unrelated friends the pigeons are very happy living here.
I have every facility I could ask for. Plenty of high nesting places in the town mainly because the council have stopped reducing the
heights of the trees,
Plenty of food from the surrounding fields and from garbage left in the streets. And as a special treat some of the small birds, and, at
the right time of year their lovely little warm eggs. This unfortunately may not last as there are fewer birds now.
My friends the pigeons have a protected roosting spot up near the church and they have a fabulous view of the rest of us from the
church tower and spire.
It really is a wonderful place to live because nobody seems to worry about the mess we all make on the pavements and on their
cars or about the beautiful noise I make as I fly about with my mates or chat to each other from our nests in the evening.
Jack Daw, a good friend overheard someone, an estate agent, he said, complaining that a potential property buyer wasn’t buying
because of our numbers. All good news, more empty properties in which to live.
Londoners worry about my brothers the ravens leaving the Tower causing the Kingdom to fall. Well the Nationalists and the people
of Alyth don’t need to worry because it doesn’t look as though I will be leaving. They might, but it doesn’t look as if they want me or
the rest of us to go.
Although those of us who have lived in Alyth for years are all black ( no racial comments please), some of our mates from the west,
beautiful in their black and white plumage, who used to visit occasionally have now decided to give up their time shares and are now
settling here and bringing their families to join them. Who can blame them it is such a friendly spot.
What does the future hold for us?
Will the Alyth residents carry on as now? Or will they decide to do something about our numbers. Will they think about the effect we
have on the visitors on which some of them rely? We, are all worried about some extra money that may be coming into the town
from various wind farms and how they could spend some of it on making our presence difficult.
We shall just need to wait and see. Anyway I am off to the top of the Town Hall to meet my future partner, although she doesn’t
know it yet.
And there is plenty of choice for a big boy like me!!
Iain, the ‘Famous Grouse’ Donaldson
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The Berrypickers' Ceilidhs
Coffee Morning
The Coffee Morning on Saturday 10th June was a great
success, raising £700 which will go towards the various
costs of putting on Ceilidhs for the student berrypickers
during the summer.
Representatives from all the churches in the area (East
Perthshire Action of Churches Together in Scotland) were
involved in this event which had a variety of stalls as well
as the usual coffee, tea and cakes in the Airlie Street Hall.

DATES OF CEILIDH’S
The first ceilidh will be on Wednesday 21 June in
Blairgowrie Parish Church Hall, and the ceilidh in Alyth will
be on Wednesday 9th August in the Airlie Street Hall.
Anyone who would like to help in preparing or donating
refreshments at the ceilidhs should contact
Moira Somerville on 01250 875240
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
Before I started working at AYP I wondered if Alyth really needed a full time
youth worker, and I guess Voice readers may well wonder the same. As I’ve
learned over the past year, yes we do! I have found myself being involved
with so many projects, working with a huge number of young people in
group and individual work, and if it wasn’t for the dedication of our part time
staff and volunteers I wouldn’t manage all the demands of the job.
Working with AYP to deliver fun activities and trips allows me to develop
positive relationships with young people and families in the town. One of the
many advantages of this is that I am then in a good position to be of help if
a young person maybe has an issue at school or in the community. Public
services have been cut so drastically over the past 10 years that community
work is increasingly being delivered by voluntary services such as ours, and
our work has come to be relied upon by our colleagues in education and
social work.
In a world where young people can be immersed in technology, and at times
avoiding meaningful human contact, it is more important than ever that they have
opportunities to engage with friends and learn to speak to adults in a natural way
rather than online. I often hear people say that there is nothing in Alyth for young
people. This isn’t the case – For example, I was on the Scouts family camp recently
and the kids had a brilliant time. We made full use of the den, the hill, and the
tremendous bike track and the leaders worked so hard to ensure everyone had an
activity filled weekend. The environment we live in is amazing, matched only by the
great community spirit of our town. If young people want to be busy, and with the
right support, they will be. Mind you, you can lead a horse to water…
So, with all this in mind, we have a great summer planned with lots of opportunities
for the kids of Alyth to be active. We’ll be making use of the facilities and people in
the town as well as exploring further afield. Our plans for our next trip to Poland are
taking shape, and thinking further ahead our younger members at youth club have
made good progress in planning a trip to Germany next year. If you would like to get
involved with AYP then please stop by the hub for a blether. The young people are great fun to be around and an extra pair of
hands is always welcome! Some of the youth club girls have written a short article below, and will hopefully replace me as the
voice of AYP for the voice in future editions.
AYP Youth Club
AYP is a special place that young adults can go and be happy. In AYP we do all sorts of things like: making smoothies with
the leaders, getting George to teach us how to play bowls and French boules, Anna and George has often taught us how
to cook a variety of things. We have been on really good trips and some of them recently are: we went to ryze, peter pan
park, pizza hut, transport museum, up to the Alyth den and up to the big park for treasure hunts. Some of our upcoming
events are: we are planning to fund raise for a s1 and p7 trip to Germany in the summer holidays in 2018 but it will only
happen with your support. When the time comes we will need extra support from the community. Summer holidays are
coming up soon and some kids have nothing to do, so AYP is taking us to Aviemore to landmark, try archery and kayaking,
Ryze again, and lots of swimming.
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J & J HOWE
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service

Where your smile is important

Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal

General Dentistry
Dental Hygiene
Crowns & Bridges
Cosmetics
Veneers
Whitening

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
We now work with several other auction company's but
still provide,
House Clearances
Goods taken to Auction
Disposal Service
Valuations
Pre-sale Advice given

Our aim is to provide a preventative
approach to dentistry, where we will
cater for the needs of the whole family.
We are a modern dental practice,
offering high quality dental care to Alyth
and the surrounding area.

01828 633313
REGULAR HOURS

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP

Mon - Tues
9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday
By arrangement only

We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains.
For further details of all these services phone 01250
872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

info@alythdental.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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Cateran’s Common Wealth
Celebrating and sustaining the things that belong to all of us

A Story of the Cateran Trail in 100 Objects Exhibition
Opening Saturday July 1st 2017 at Alyth Museum at 1.00pm
After the excitement of The Story Box launch back in May, July will see the fruition of another Cateran’s Common Wealth
project taking place this year, A Story of the Cateran Trail in 100 Objects.
The Exhibition associated with the project opens on July 1st in Alyth Museum and is the culmination of a project that invited
people who live and work around the trail and visitors to propose objects that they believe tell an important part of the story of
this area of Scotland through history up to the present. Typically, an object is a material thing that can be seen and touched,
but that definition has been broadened to include people, places and landscapes, as well as objects relating to them.
Suggestions were collected online through a public campaign over the winter of 2016/2017, and in April 2017, an advisory
panel chaired by one of the founders of the Cateran Trail, Bob Ellis, selected the final 100 objects, some of which will be in the
Exhibition and all of which are described in an accompanying booklet.
Included in the Exhibition will be some of the paintings by the Blairgowrie Boys, finds from the Shanzie Souterrain and Lair
Archaeology dig and works by artists living around the Cateran Trail which represent some of the 100 Objects chosen.
In addition to the Exhibition and accompanying booklet a set of walks, talks and online resources relating to the 100 Objects
have been developed, including digitised lesson plans designed for primary schools around the Cateran Trail.
Alyth’s Museum’s opening times are 1.00pm – 5.00pm Wednesday through Sunday and we look forward to welcoming you!

Alyth Senior Citizens
Lunch and Socialising Club
Bingo Tea 15/6/17

CROSSWORD
ANSWERS

We would like to thank the following people for their generous
donations:Alyth
Alyth Caravan Store
Alyth Hotel
Alyth Garage
Singing Kettle
Strathmore Golf Club
Central Garage
M Ferguson
Sims
Davidsons chemist
Tower Bakery
Ewarts the butcher
Airlie Street Bar
The Blackbird Inn

1

Alyth Fish Bar
Alyth Co-op
Alyth Golf Club
Café in the Square
Derek’s garden nursery
Rendezvous
Price Crackers
JRT’s
Lunans
Pitcrocknie restaurant
Thrifty One
Costcutters
Marshall’s Fruit shed
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Also thank you to all the members and friends who supplied
prizes, cash donations, sandwiches and baking that helped
make our bingo tea a pleasant and successful evening.
The total raised was £472.55.
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Co-operative
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VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH
01828 633660

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out
what it can do for you, prices start from £79!

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments

Greatly improves fuel economy

(please phone by 9.30am)
•
•

Noticeably improved vehicle performance
Improves engine response
Considerably lower emissions

Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life
with Terraclean carbon removal
Gives immediate drive-away results
– book now to feel the difference instantly!

Northlands Nursing Home

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
• Highly qualified stable staff team
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
• Home cooked choice of meals
• Secure gardens
• Some fully funded places available
Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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Alyth in Bloom
A tale of two weathers
“What a difference a day makes”---(do I feel a song coming on?)
One day in late May, one of the driest and sunniest months on record, we helped the children of Alyth Primary School go litter
picking in Jubilee Park and around the Market Square as part of their Eco days programme. It was great to see children excited
about finding litter. It was also great to see that they were having difficulty finding any. Well done Alyth----let’s keep our town tidy.
Let’s not drop litter but if we do, let’s pick it up and dispose of it correctly in the many bins around town.
The same sunny and warm afternoon, the school children helped Alyth-in-Bloom plant out the beds at the T-junction. Everyone
had a good time and also a very productive time. So thanks to Alyth Primary School, teachers and pupils alike, for allowing us to
participate in their activities. Hope we can do the same next year.
Here comes my second song! “I’m singing in the rain”. Gene Kelly looked a lot happier than the brave folks from Alyth-in-Bloom
who finished off the planting at the T-junction in torrential rain one Monday morning in early June---but the plants which had
been nurtured under glass around Alyth were well and truly watered in—no external influences required.
We had arranged to enlist the help of the Brownies one
Thursday evening to help plant up the bed, tubs and pots
around Market Square. T’was not to be—the weather
intervened so it was postponed until the following week.
Same story---heavy rain. The Brownies involvement was
again postponed, this time till next year. This time a poem-“The best laid schemes o’ mice and men gang aft a-gley”.
But the planting around Market Square was completed the
following morning in sunny conditions---begonias,
petunias, geraniums, bacopa, lysimachia, bidens,
heliopsis, sedum kamtschaticum (how’s that for a name!)
and many, many more—should be a great display when
they come into bloom.
Planting is complete for this year. What comes now?
Answer--maintenance. Watering of the plants is being
done by Alyth Youth Partnership. Alyth-in-Bloom will have
to weed regularly to keep everything looking its best. This is the current group’s first year and we are finding our feet. Any
Bloom group we asked gave us the same advice—start small and simple---and that’s what we have done.
As to the future, we do not know yet what we will evolve into. As you will have read in the June issue of the Voice, we will have
discussions in the coming months with Alyth Development Trust about the renovation of the side of the burn. Alyth is incredibly
lucky to have an area like this and we, all of us in Alyth, have an opportunity to give our ideas on how we want to see the burn
side.
We were encouraged by PKC Greenspace, from whom we get a lot of advice and guidance, to enter the “Take a Pride in
Perthshire” annual competition. This being our first year, we declined, but next year? This involves not just flower beds and pots
and hanging baskets, but the overall appearance of the town, weed free streets, tidy gardens, shop window decorations, etc., so
---as my father used to say—never pass a weed.
We are currently a group of 8 regulars, split evenly female and male. If you would like to join us in this rewarding volunteer
activity, if you feel you could lend of your time at least some time, please contact us. We would love to have you join a fun group.
(Sean Slack--633377, Karin Donaldson—632479, Tam Thomson—632036)
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Making Tracks 2017
Well the weather forecast didn't lie, wet all day with some really heavy
spells. We knew this was going to be the case from a couple of days
before the event on the 20th May. We just had to hope that a good number
of parents would turn up with kids who wanted to race bikes. This year we
only held kids races some problems with insurance had put paid to the
adults race a couple of months earlier. So we were aiming to make the
kids races as good as possible and had incorporated a team competition
into the event format as well.
This meant that as well as racing four events (Downhill, Pump Track Time
Trial, Hillclimb, and Dirt Crit) to secure points for the individual categories.
Riders were also part of a team of six whose points would give a team
total at the end of the event. In total there were 73 riders from 4 to 14
years old.
As well as a number of teams from the Alyth Bike Club we welcomed
teams from Tay Titans (2), West Lothian Clarion, Grampian Tigers and
Ginger Squirrel Adventures plus a scratch team of riders from all over
Scotland (Harnden as Nails)
For two hours kids raced bikes as fast as they could manage and
sometimes faster, there were some tears but overall it was all smiles
despite the weather. In the end West Lothian Clarion went away with the
team trophy and many delighted individuals who managed to do much
better than they were expecting to especially Gemma Stewart who won the
girls six year old category and just couldn't stop smiling.
Full results here http://ahug.org.uk/?p=68 if you want to look.
However the event when combined with the raffle we had been running
raised £1226. This combined with Bike Club subscriptions will pay for
another years worth of insurance to keep the whole of the community
woodland running.
Lots and lots of thanks to all the volunteers who put things up, then took
them down, helped to marshal and made things go.
Alyth Cycles and the Old Piggery for their help and assistance, Rachel Bower for the team trophy and very importantly the parents
who got kids there and supported them throughout in some horrid weather.
Eliot Palmer
AHUG Chair
6 Leitfie Terrace
New Alyth
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PROUD

Alyth Golf Club
Now inc. Glenisla 9 Hole

MEMBERSHIP
DEALS
ALYTH & GLENISLA
27 HOLE

ONLY £285

A picture of myself with Ruth Davidson and my nephew,
Ian J Duncan MEP.
Ian did very well in last month's election, losing by only 21
votes, having overturned a 9,600 majority. Ian is now Lord
Duncan of Springbank and is also appointed
under-secretary of state for Scotland.
Tremendous achievements for a lad who grew up in Alyth.
His late mother Audrey and Auntie Joyce would have been
extremely proud of him, as I am.
Many thanks to all who supported him.
Jim Copland

ALYTH

GLENISLA

18 HOLES

9 HOLE

ONLY £265

ONLY £150

For further information contact Gill on 01828 632268 OPT 3
OR email: info@alythgolfclub.co.uk, www.alythgolfclub.co.uk
Membership valid until 31.12.2017

CREMATORIUM TO BE REFURBISHED

Services at Perth Crematorium will be reduced and public access restricted as it undergoes a complete refurbishment from 5 June
2017 until early 2018.
The refurbishment will replace obsolete electrical and heating systems, replace the cremators and install equipment needed to meet
air quality standards. The chapel and family room will be redecorated and upgraded and a new office and reception area and toilet
facilities added.
From 5 June until mid-September, the Crematorium will carry out cremations but, unfortunately, will not be able to accommodate
funeral services. Crematorium staff will be located in temporary facilities in the Crematorium grounds. Public wishing to meet
crematorium staff or visit the gardens should book an appointment by calling 01738 459659 or emailing
escremations@pkc.gov.uk Access for Funeral Directors will be maintained to the rear of the building and will be signposted.
A leaflet has been prepared for the bereaved and will be available through funeral directors. Cremation charges have also been
reduced to cover essential costs only during this period, in acknowledgement of the loss of the chapel for services.
The Book of Remembrance will be relocated to the library in the North Inch Community Campus so people can visit to see the entries.
From mid September to mid November the Crematorium will close completely to allow the new cremators to be installed. We
apologise for the disruption during this period: alternative facilities at Dundee Crematorium, Fife's crematoria at Dunfermline and
Kirkcaldy and Falkirk Crematorium can be arranged through funeral directors. Perth Crematorium will open again in mid November for
cremations only until early 2018, when chapel services will again be possible.
The refurbishment has been planned to be completed in tandem with the A9/A85 road works, to minimise disruption to the public from
construction works and the associated noise and access restrictions. As part of the A9/A85 development a new overflow car park is
to be provided and a new crematorium entrance will be provided behind St Johnstone’s training pitch to the east of the stadium.
A new boundary wall and sound barrier panels will be installed to reduce noise.
Depute Chief Executive Jim Valentine said, "We are doing everything possible to minimise disruption during these essential works.
The investment will provide much enhanced facilities for mourners and an improved experience for the bereaved. I'd like to thank the
Crematorium staff and local funeral directors and clergy who have been so accommodating and willing to help keep the facility
running as smoothly as possible."
Full information and updates will be provided on the Council’s website on progress of the works and any restrictions to
services or access. The regular meetings held between Council staff and representatives from the clergy, celebrants and
funeral directors will continue during the project to ensure information and issues are discussed.
For further information Please contact:
Ruth Fry, Corporate Communications Manager Tel: 01738 475006 Email: rfry@pkc.gov.uk
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Interview with: CHARLES PALMER –Classic Restorations
Those who don’t know Alyth very well might be surprised to learn
that it’s something of an international centre for the specialist auto
trade.
Classic Restorations, on Pitnacree Street, celebrated its 30th
anniversary last year, and founder and owner Charles Palmer took
time out of his busy schedule to tell his story to The Voice.
Charles is Alyth born and bred. His mother was originally from
Perth but moved to work in Tunbridge Wells where she met
Charles’ father, and together they moved to Alyth to raise a family.
Charles left Alyth School at what was then the usual schoolleaving age of 15. “I couldn’t wait to leave school and get into a
garage,” he recalls. “There were always cars around in my youth my father was very keen on them.”
Charles immediately went to work at Fearn’s Garage in Kirriemuir a garage and agricultural machinery specialist who also ran a bus
service up into the glens. He served a six-year apprenticeship
there, working on anything and everything from motorbikes to
Rolls-Royces.
He then moved to St Roque’s Automobile Company in Dundee, who were agents for all the main British marques of the time Austin, Morris, Riley, MG and so on.
Then followed national service in the RAF, working as a wireless technician on Shackleton and Canberra aircraft. “That was good
experience,” says Charles. “I picked up a lot of electrical knowledge and also got a few overseas trips, including one to Singapore!”
After national service, Charles went to work for his uncle’s brush-making business in Perth, but soon found himself back in the
garage business with Shield’s Motor Company. Later, now married and with a young family, he moved back to work in a garage in
Alyth in the late 1960s.
“The motor trade by this time was becoming mainly a parts-fitting business,” says Charles. “I’d been brought up doing what I call
real mechanical engineering - machining parts, welding, fabricating, not just fitting.
“I got very bored, so I trained as a technical teacher and then spent 25 years teaching in Alyth, Coupar Angus and Blairgowrie,
eventually becoming the one-man technical department at Alyth High School.”
Charles began restoring old cars at home in his spare time, starting with an old Jaguar, followed by a Bentley. He set himself up as
a proper business in 1986, and by the time Tayside Regional Council decided to close Alyth High School, he was employing two or
three people. Charles took early retirement in 1992 and converted his hobby into a full-time business.
Starting with just one bay of the old carpet factory on Johnshill
Road/Pitnacree Street, Classic Restorations has grown steadily
over the years and now occupies most of the site. “We have
everything we need here - mechanics’ workshop, bodyshop,
storage space, offices, etc.,” says Charles.
The business employs 20 people, mostly from the local area
and most of whom stay for years. Some are even former pupils
of Charles’ at Alyth High School! He has run an apprenticeship
scheme for many years, keeping the old skills alive and in Alyth.
Classic Restorations has clients all over the world, even as far
away as Singapore, Malaya and Argentina. Much of the
business comes about through the firm’s membership (the only
Scottish member) of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley Specialists
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Interview with Charles Palmer continued Association. Those marques comprise a significant number of the several dozen cars that are in the building at any one time, but
Jaguars and other famous names can also be seen.
As well as servicing and repair work, the business also carries out a dozen or more full restorations a year. These can present a
big challenge, given the age of some of the vehicles that come in the door. One of the most unusual and challenging was an Arrol
Johnson model from the early 1900s.
“This was identical to one in the prestigious Sword collection of vintage vehicles, which was famous for having been driven from
Land’s End to John O’Groats in 1904 by a 19-year-old Irish girl who’d only just learnt to drive!” says Charles. “Like many of our
projects it was so old that new parts were impossible to find. So we just make them ourselves - proper motor engineering!”
Although the Classic Restorations service is highly specialised and used mainly by serious (and seriously wealthy) motor
enthusiasts, Charles says there’s plenty of work and he sees a bright future for the company as an employee-owned business after
he eventually retires.
So Alyth will continue to be a world centre for motor engineering excellence!

A READERS LETTER
Good morning,
Im not sure how or who to address with this problem. We live down Springbank Road and i am appalled at the amount of rubbish
that gets thrown into the burn and also just down the street. I have spoke to Perth & Kinross Council about this and the dog
fouling issue, but it seems to fall on deaf ears.
There are a number of dog owners who deliberately let their dogs foul on the path and never clean up. I have had dogs all my
life and would never dream of leaving dog mess behind.
The dog owners are leaving a trail of mess for the school children and parents to walk through or any other person who happen
to be walking down the street. Myself being a parent of 4 at Alyth Primary School, i also have to walk my children to school and
experienced on more than one occasion my children walking through the mess and having to deal with the cleaning up
afterwards.
Being a photographer i have the law on my side when it comes to taking images of streets and the people on them, so it is my
intention to have a couple of random days photographing people who i personally see committing this kind of offence and then
presenting the factual evidence to Perth & Kinross Council.
Today i noticed such a great amount of rubbish in the burn including a child's slide, a printer, clothes and beer tins on the way
back from school that i just felt i had to write to you about the above issues and highlight the issue that perhaps you and others
are not aware of. As i said earlier, i have mentioned this ingoing problem to the council but seem to get nowhere with it.
If you would like to discuss this with me, I will gladly do this.
Yours sincerely
Peter Burdass
P.J.Burdass Photography
www.pjburdassphotography.co.uk
07840984919
01828633759
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DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

URGENT NOTICE TO OUR
ADVERTISERS

PayPal allows, both people with and without PayPal accounts
to send The Voice a donation safely.

Recently some advertisers making changes to their adverts
have sent them to a member of our committee other than to
advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send money to
The Alyth Voice using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk

This could be problematic and may cause us not to receive
your amendments on time for the next issue.

If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use the
PayPal me link shown below:
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Therefore any alterations/changes to your advert
must be sent before the 14th of the month to :

advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
THANK YOU

ALYTH VOICE TEAM
01828 632 992

Editor:
Compositors:
Advertising:
Distribution:
Delivery Team:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:
Social Media:
Postal/Mailings:
Voice Committee Member
Fund Raising Sub Committee
Voice Reporter/Journalist
Voice Committee Member

Paul Ramsay - editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Deputy Vacancy
Daniel Channon
Vacancy - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home
Jan George - accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk
Pamela Luscombe - socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk
B Kidd - b@alythvoice.co.uk
Derek Todd - derek@alythvoice.co.uk
Mel McFadden - mel@alythvoice.co.uk
Shiela Fisher
Kevin Coe - reporter@alythvoice.co.uk
VacancyTHE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month.

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each
month

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th.

NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

Changes, and/or adverts received after this date will not be
included.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer call/visit on advertisers.
Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if
no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed.
We regret that space cannot be booked.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.
Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
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