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The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers. 

www.alythvoice.co.uk 
1700 copies 

  

  

Perthshire Open Studios 
 
 
This year is the 10th anniversary of Perthshire Open Studios, 
which runs from Saturday 2nd September to Sunday 10th 
September. In Alyth there will be 9 artists exhibiting at three 
locations.  
 
All venues are open 10-5pm every day. 
 
 
Venue 9 and 10 at 3 Hazel Court: 
Lesley Garside has been working with glass for over 25 years. 
She produces  both decorative and functional fused and 
stained glass pieces from her Alyth workshop using several 
traditional techniques but with a contemporary twist: nature 
inspires much of her work.  Jonathan Mitchell, who is a 
graduate of Duncan and Jordanstone, paints beautiful scenes 
of rural and urban Scotland. Kerstin Robb works mainly with 
liquid clay. Her work is inspired by nature. She has a new 
collection for 2017. Liz Watson, who is also a graduate of 
Duncan and Jordanstone uses light tone and colour in her 
work. She paints coastal subject, cats, still lifes and semi 
abstracts. 
 
 
Venue 11 at The Willow House, 6 St. Andrew Street: 
Maria Nordgren makes unique, functional pottery, thrown or 
hand built in porcelain and stoneware. Rachel Bower is a 
willow weaver producing baskets with a contemporary edge. 
Rachel and Maria also create collaborative pieces, combining 
potter and basketry.  There will be willow weaving and clay 
throwing demonstrations during the week, and raku firings at 
the weekend.  
 
 
Venue 12 at Norwood, Losset Road. 
Jane Wilkinson of Special Branch baskets takes a unique look at a traditional craft, 
making coracles, baskets and fences from willow. Clive Bowman of Treecycle 
works with new and upcycled wood often combined with decorative inlays to make 
functional and beautiful items. Alison Bowman paints acrylics, watercolours and 
mixed media, mainly of local and coastal scenes and landscapes. There will be 
woodworking workshops at the weekends from 2-4.30pm £10 per person, booking 
advised. There will also be coracle making and floating demonstrations, and a 
chance to make a willow plant support. 

 

For more information, go to: www.perthshireopenstudios.com 
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EDITORS LETTER 
 

 

Hello and welcome to the September edition of The Alyth Voice - our 227th 
edition! 
 
Iôd like to start by saying a huge thank you to Paul Ramsay who is stepping down 
as Editor of The Voice after a magnificent 17 years in charge.  Thereôs a special 
profile of Paul in this monthôs Voice, detailing not only his sterling work on the 
newsletter but also his success in putting Alyth on the international conservation 
map.  Everyone on The Voice team is enormously grateful to Paul for his 
contributions and guidance - he will be a very hard act to follow. 
 
When Paul asked me to take over, I felt very honoured and I hope I can do half as 
good a job as he has done.  My wife Carol and I moved to Alyth from Blairgowrie 
in 1998 and we have been very happy raising our three children here.  My own 
background is in journalism and PR, and until last year I worked as Director of 
Communications at Abertay University in Dundee, whereas Carol ran the social 
work office in Blair for several years until earlier this year.  Weôre now both self-
employed/semi-retired and enjoying having more time for other interests and 
watching our (so far) one grandchild growing up! 
 
One of the things that have always impressed us about Alyth is the extraordinary 
liveliness and vibrancy of the community, especially when you consider that weôre 
by no means a large town.  Nowhere is this better demonstrated than the regular 
Saturday coffee mornings in Airlie Street Hall.  We at The Voice have reason to be 
particularly grateful to the coffee morning team this month, as it was our turn to 
benefit on 19 August, and it was great to see the usual huge turnout - a big thank 
you to everyone involved in organising such a successful event and to all who 
came along to enjoy the óbuzzô.  Look out for more on this in our October edition. 
 
Weôre also working on plans to expand The Voice, thanks to a generous donation 
of funds from the Drumderg Wind Farm Fund.  We have various ideas, but this is 
your newsletter for your community, so what would you like to see?  You can get 
in touch via the contact addresses and phone number on the back page, and we 
also now have extra ópost boxesô in Thrifty One and Lunans Newsagents - just 
drop your message in there and it will be picked up: weôd love to hear from you! 
 
Kevin Coe 
Editor 
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*~*~* ALYTH Dates for Your Diary *~*~* 
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!  

 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 
2nd Coffee Morning Guiding Association 
4th Scout AGM Scout Hut at 7.30pm 
7th Dedication Service Alyth Parish Church Guild, Parish 
  Church at 2pm 
9th Lunch club/Exercise Class Alyth Snr Citizens' Lunch &  
  Socialising Club  
16th Coffee Morning Scouts 
23rd Coffee Morning Cornhill Macmillan 
25th Lunch Alyth Snr Citizens' Lunch &  
  Socialising Club  
30th Coffee Morning Glenisla Rural 
  
OCTOBER 
5th Travel Films to make you go by Ken & Jean McRonald   
 Alyth Parish Church (Lower Hall) at 2.00pm 
7th Coffee Morning Alyth Christmas Lights 
14th Coffee Morning Ward 34 Ninewells 
21st Coffee Morning British Legion 
28th Coffee Morning Alyth Bowling Club 
 
NOVEMBER 
2nd Seemas Childrenôs Home in India by Avril Duncan  
 Alyth Parish Church (Lower Hall) at 2.00pm 
4th Coffee Morning Alyth Musical Society 
11th Coffee Morning AYP 
18th Coffee Morning Alyth Parish Church Guild in Airlie 

Street Hall at 10.00am 
25th Coffee Morning 2nd Alyth Brownies 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

 
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk  

 
Main Health Centre Number:  01828 632317 
 

Community Nurse:  01828 632425 
Health Visitor:  01828 633954 
After Hours  (NHS24):  111 

 
Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  

 

Late surgeries by appointment  
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  

 

Extended hours one night per week by appointment 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm 

 

Extended hours morning by appointment 
Fridays 7am - 8am 

 
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)  01828 633219 

Alyth Town Hall  Sandy McCurdy, Secretary 
                              Jean Coleman 

01828 632744 
01828 958239 

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) 01828 632717 

Police Station 101 

Hydro-Electric Emergencies  0800  300 999 

Scottish Gas Emergencies  0800  111 999 

Scottish Water  0845  601 8855 

Alyth Health Centre 01828 632 317 

Alyth Primary School 01250 871 370 

Blairgowrie High School 01250 871 200 

NHS 24ñnew 24 hour health service 111 

Anti-social Behaviour Team 01738 476 173 

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor 01738 562 358 

Alyth Dental Care 01828 633313  

Samaritan CarsðBilly & Liz Gordon 01828 633554 

Dog Fouling & StraysñPerth & Kinross Council 01738 476476  

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,  
send the Voice your details 

ALYTH VOICE ON FACEBOOK 

Check out our Facebook page and donôt forget if you currently advertise 
with us you can promote your business/organisation on our page.  
We currently have a following of 1446 people so donôt miss out! 

 MANAGED, WRϥTTEN AND DELϥVERED BY VOLUNTEERS 
 

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice 
Depends on your donations 
Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
ϥf you donɅt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice 
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TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  
CONSERVATORIES 

TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424 
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻƛƴŜǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΥ 

IƻƳŜ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

CƛǧŜŘ YƛǘŎƘŜƴǎ 

¢ƛƳōŜǊ 5ŜŎƪƛƴƎ 

AW JOINERY 

01250 870 693  
07876 133 342 
www.aw-joinery.com 

                                 A. STRACHAN 
 

FENCING 
 

CONTRACTOR (ALYTH) 
 

ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDER-
TAKEN 

 
MOBILE 07754762683 

Evening Phone:01828 632493 
astrachanfencing.co.uk 

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM 
JOINERY SERVICES 
P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS : 

LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL : 
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS : 

GLAZING AND LOCKS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT 

ALL   WORK   GUARANTEED 
 

T:   01828632581   M:07597114868  

 

 
 

For Free Estimates 
Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

David Murphy 
Painter & Decorator 

 
Interior & Exterior 

 

No Job Too Small 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

Free Estimates 
Quick Reliable Service 
25 years experience 

 

For a professional finish call: 
01828 632571 
07762077839 

 

paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk 

               
   Est 1953   

 No job too big or too small  

New build and extensions 

Replacement windows & Doors 

Kitchens 

Repairs & alterations 

Call or email for advice and estimates 

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com 

TEL: 01828 632070   
 

www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook :  

G A Davidson Joiners 

 

LOGS &  
KINDLING 

info@johnamcintosh.com 
www.johnamcintosh.com 

Family run business 
Serving Perthshire, Angus 

& The Glens 
 

For this winter try our 
seasoned logs.  

Why not stock up for next 
winter with our unseasoned 
logs and save some money. 
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07715 902816 

http://www.aw-joinery.com
http://www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk
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 Greenhouse  
Remove any dead or dying leaves from tomatoes, reduce amount of feed and water, do not let the plants dry out.  
There is still time to sow cut-and-come salads, look for varieties that are suitable for autumn sowing. 
Keep checking potatoes for blight. 

 Herbaceous border/plants 
Cut down spent flowers from lupines, delphiniums etc.  
Divide any herbaceous plants that are getting too large or are dying in the middle. 
Plant winter pansies, polyanthus and wallflower etc, water well and keep moist until established. 
Plant spring bulbs such as daffodils tulips etc. 
Roses are coming to an end, remove  faded blooms and reduce the length of taller stems. 

 Lawns 
Now is a good time to remove any thatch from your lawn by scarifying.  
Aerate by spiking with an aerator or fork, apply a top dressing towards the end of the month.  

 

Formation of the Alyth Resilience Group 
 
The Alyth flood in July 2015 and the recent Grenfell fire in London 
shows how quickly an unexpected local emergency can develop. 
The 2015 flood showed that the people of Alyth are able to come 
together very quickly to help others. Many people commented on 
how well the local community responded to the crisis. 
 
Around Perthshire, the Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) are 
encouraging local communities to set up resilience groups made 
up of local volunteers which are available at short notice to 
complement the emergency services. 
 
In Alyth, the Alyth Halls Committee have offered to be the lead 
organisation in setting up the Alyth Resilience Group. Sandy 
McCurdy has agreed to be the organiser and main contact with 
PKC. 
Several local people have offered to add their names to the 
group. Principally the group centres round the main community 
venues (Airlie St Hall, Guide Hut, Scout Hut, Town Hall) but other 
interested people have offered to add their contact details to the 
Group. 
 
The organiser, Sandy McCurdy says ñit is not envisaged that we 
will hold many meetings. The main benefit of the group is that we 
can get venues open quickly as well as giving the authorities 
contact details for people who can help in the emergency. I 
sincerely hope that the Resilience Group is never called into 
action. But it is important that the resource is in place.ò 
 
A full detail of group members will be published shortly. If any 
local person feel they can help the group and want their contact 
details to be added to the list please contact ï  
Sandy McCurdy: email smccurdy51@aol.com   
mobile 07725 472243  

 

 

Alyth & District Knitters  
Are Simply the Best!  
 
"Perth Soroptimists are delighted to say a big THANK YOU to 
Pat, Marlene, Eileen & Mamie who knit or crochet baby 
clothes and pram or cot blankets which either go to a safe 
birthing unit, 'Bus Stop Babies' in Hamburg, South Africa or to 
the Kenya Children's Home which cares for up to 
200 orphaned, destitute & abandoned babies & children, at 
any one time. 
 
In addition small squares have been knitted by one Alyth 
knitter. These are sent via the Balcraig Foundation/Freedom 
From Fistula organisation to Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi & 
Sierra Leone.  Women who suffer from obstetric fistula as a 
result of traumatic deliveries or poor midwifery care, suffer 
from incontinence and are marginalised by their own 
communities.  They  choose squares then sew them into a 
blanket of their own which they take with them after their 
fistula surgical repair is complete and they are hopefully 
repatriated with family. 
 
As well as being 'simply the best', the Alyth & District knitters 
are making a big difference to many women, children & 
babies! 
 
Thank you and keep up the good work!" 
 

In friendship 
Jean Campbell 

mailto:smccurdy51@aol.com
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9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ мфул 

9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ 
9Φ/Φ!Φ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 

 

Stewart MacDonald 
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

 
¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ  лмуну сон ффр 

A.Soutar  
Woodburning And  

Multi Fuel Stove Installations 
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU 

 

TEL:01575 572875 
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk 

Services Include, Dry Appliance 
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed, 
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems, 
Chimney Work And Many Other 

Services! 
For More Information donôt  

hesitate to call! 
Estimates Given 

IAN BROGAN 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS 
 

Washing machines, Dishwashers, 
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges, 
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners 

 

Telephone 01250 872225  
or 07801704997 

RENDEZVOUS 

**HAIRDRESSER** 
 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  

Tel: 632097 
 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

DƛƊ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR  

 
 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 
 
 

 See full menu instore 
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

 

Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm 
 

Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm  
 

Sunday  4.30pm - 9.00pm 

 

01828  
629141 

Restaurant - Coffee House - B&B 

OPEN 

MonñSat: 10amñ4pm 

Sunday: 10amñ6pm (high teas) 

Fri-Sat: 6pmñ9pm (last orders) 

Home Baking fHomemade Meals 

Functions f Panoramic Views 

Farm & Gift Shop

òrelax and enjoy the viewó 

 

DF BUILDERS  
Stonemason/Bricklayers  

 
1st Class Tradesmen  
20 years + experience.  

 
D. Fotheringham   
07912565962 or  
01828 634102  

 
Check out our work on 

Facebook.  

Classic  
Restorations  
Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire 

Phone: 01828 633293 
Mobile: 07885 316689 
Fax: 01828 632529 

 

 
Jaguar XK140 Roadster 

Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen 

Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk 
www.classicrestorations.co.uk 

¶  Mechanical 
¶  Electrical 
¶  Panel Work 
¶  Ashframe repairs 
¶  Paintwork 
¶ Interior Trim 

mailto:A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
http://www.classicrestorations.co.uk
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SCOUTS 
 
It has been a while since the Troop visited Templars Park in Aberdeen, but I am sure it will not be long before we return.  Although 
we were a small party, the Inverurie Group were in camp and along with 50 Guides and another Scout Troop from Edinburgh, we 
made a notable number. By the time we had set up camp and fed the inner man, it was time for the campfire in the very impressive 
setting. Now we were not running this camp fire, although we did lead a few songs and this provided an introduction to all the other 
campers. The evening was rounded off with a disco hosted by Inverurie. For some inexplicable reason, the Scouts declined my offer 
to show them my disco moves.  
 
Sunday was mostly taken up with on site activities. The Scouts took part in crate climbing, abseiling and archery with the staff of the 
centre. The demand for playing ñKick the Canò and the fact that the Scouts kept singing ñGin Gan Goole Watchaò made me ponder 
on the thought that they were more old fashioned than I was.  
Another campfire ensued this evening and we were invited to participate again with some from our repertoire. I was most inspired to 
see how the younger members of other groups lead many of the items and this encouraged our own Scouts to get up and assist 
with the ones we did.  
 
Monday was our day at the beach and it was a much simpler task to head back to Stonehaven than run the gauntlet of Aberdeen 
traffic. We found a perfect pitch on the beach and the Scouts quickly ran down to the foaming surf. They equally quickly discovered 
how cold it was and ran back even quicker. Not withstanding the perils of the North Sea, some brave souls returned for another 
foray over their heads which ventured  the others to join them. Having dried themselves and thawed out, it was time for games on 
the beach followed by lunch. Now I fully understand how they are called sandwiches as we certainly had enough sand if little of the 
ñwichesò. Exploring rock pools and a visit to the park rounded off a very busy day.  
Back to the site, where the Scouts surprised themselves with their own culinary skills in preparing the evening meal, and getting on 
with the washing up and clearing away.   
 
The following day the Scouts honed their survival skills with backwoods cooking and building a bivouac which 2 Scouts slept in. This 
provided a very popular activity so much so we will need to repeat this for the others. To prove that Aberdonians are not mean, one 
of the Scouts picked up an old bit of metal that was lying about on the path. It turned out to be a 1955 sixpence piece! The Scouts 
asked how much it was worth, ñ2 İ pò. How much is it worth now ñProbably 2 İ pò. I hope the finder of this gem, took it home and 
cleaned it up as it must have been lying about there for years.  
 
I must compliment our younger charges on how well they all worked together. We made up a duty rota , so all could see that 
everyone had a share of all the jobs and they all carried them out with the minimum of fuss which led to a very happy group in camp.  
Good on you all   
 
Forthcoming events 

Scout A G M Monday 4 September 7.30 pm in the Scout Hut. Your support would be appreciated 
Dalguise 15/17 September. We have 18 members going. Meet Scout Hut 7.00pm Friday 15 September and return Scout Hut 
Sunday 17 Sept 5.00pm 
Coffee Morning Saturday 16 September. As both the Cubs and Scouts are off to camp this weekend, we will need a lot of help 
in running this fund raising event. 

 
I would like to welcome Mark Kimber to our team who will be working with the Scout Troop. His help is appreciated as the Scout 
Troop has grown dramatically since the start of the year and his support will enable us to carry out our activities. 
 
Ron Kirkpatrick 
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ǘǊŜŜ/ ȅŎƭŜ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  

tƭŀƴ - 5ŜǎƛƎƴ - .ǳƛƭŘ - aŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 
²hh5[!b5 ϧ D!w59b 

!ƭȅǘƘΣ лтру лтту тлл 
ŎƭƛǾŜϪŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅǘǊŜŜŎȅŎƭŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

'ÁÒÄÅÎ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȟ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ Ǫ ÍÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅȟ ÔÒÅÅ 
ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙȟ ×ÏÏÄÌÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÂÅÓÐÏËÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ 

ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÓÉÇÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÒÎÉÔÕÒÅ 

 

Sparkles Cleaning 
Service 

 

Domestic  
and Commercial 

 

Blairgowrie 
 

Call Anne,  
07835030533 

J B BUICK BUILDER  
Local Builder since 1975 

 

¶ All general building work  

¶ Garden walls 

¶ Conversions 

¶ Repairs and alterations 

¶ Garages 

¶ Extensions  

¶ Renovations  

¶ New build 
 
TILING AND PLASTERING SER-

VICES 
 

¶ Exterior and interior plaster work 

¶ Roughcasting/Harling  

¶ Cement rendering   

¶ Ceramic wall and floor tiling  

¶ Domestic and commercial work  
 
 All work carried out by fully qualified  

 Professionals and finished  
to a high standard 

Call now for free estimate 
 Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699   

Or email me at 
 jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk 

 
THE SINGING KETTLE 

 

14 Airlie Street, Alyth 
 

CAF£ & TEA ROOM 
Fully licensed 

 

Morning coffees 
Light lunches 
Afternoon teas 
Home baking 

Selection of wines  
and spirits 

 

Opening times 
Monday to Saturday   

9am to 5pm 
 
 
 

T: 01828 958 050 

 

WE�¶VE MOVED 
 

W. Bruce Decorators 
Alyth 

 

New Address 
5 Glenree 

Alyth 
PH11 8EA 

 

01828 633180 


