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Perthshire Open Studios
This year is the 10th anniversary of Perthshire Open Studios,
which runs from Saturday 2nd September to Sunday 10th
September. In Alyth there will be 9 artists exhibiting at three
locations.
All venues are open 10-5pm every day.
Venue 9 and 10 at 3 Hazel Court:
Lesley Garside has been working with glass for over 25 years.
She produces both decorative and functional fused and
stained glass pieces from her Alyth workshop using several
traditional techniques but with a contemporary twist: nature
inspires much of her work. Jonathan Mitchell, who is a
graduate of Duncan and Jordanstone, paints beautiful scenes
of rural and urban Scotland. Kerstin Robb works mainly with
liquid clay. Her work is inspired by nature. She has a new
collection for 2017. Liz Watson, who is also a graduate of
Duncan and Jordanstone uses light tone and colour in her
work. She paints coastal subject, cats, still lifes and semi
abstracts.
Venue 11 at The Willow House, 6 St. Andrew Street:
Maria Nordgren makes unique, functional pottery, thrown or
hand built in porcelain and stoneware. Rachel Bower is a
willow weaver producing baskets with a contemporary edge.
Rachel and Maria also create collaborative pieces, combining
potter and basketry. There will be willow weaving and clay
throwing demonstrations during the week, and raku firings at
the weekend.
Venue 12 at Norwood, Losset Road.
Jane Wilkinson of Special Branch baskets takes a unique look at a traditional craft,
making coracles, baskets and fences from willow. Clive Bowman of Treecycle
works with new and upcycled wood often combined with decorative inlays to make
functional and beautiful items. Alison Bowman paints acrylics, watercolours and
mixed media, mainly of local and coastal scenes and landscapes. There will be
woodworking workshops at the weekends from 2-4.30pm £10 per person, booking
advised. There will also be coracle making and floating demonstrations, and a
chance to make a willow plant support.
For more information, go to: www.perthshireopenstudios.com

The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITORS LETTER
Hello and welcome to the September edition of The Alyth Voice - our 227th
edition!
I’d like to start by saying a huge thank you to Paul Ramsay who is stepping down
as Editor of The Voice after a magnificent 17 years in charge. There’s a special
profile of Paul in this month’s Voice, detailing not only his sterling work on the
newsletter but also his success in putting Alyth on the international conservation
map. Everyone on The Voice team is enormously grateful to Paul for his
contributions and guidance - he will be a very hard act to follow.
When Paul asked me to take over, I felt very honoured and I hope I can do half as
good a job as he has done. My wife Carol and I moved to Alyth from Blairgowrie
in 1998 and we have been very happy raising our three children here. My own
background is in journalism and PR, and until last year I worked as Director of
Communications at Abertay University in Dundee, whereas Carol ran the social
work office in Blair for several years until earlier this year. We’re now both selfemployed/semi-retired and enjoying having more time for other interests and
watching our (so far) one grandchild growing up!
One of the things that have always impressed us about Alyth is the extraordinary
liveliness and vibrancy of the community, especially when you consider that we’re
by no means a large town. Nowhere is this better demonstrated than the regular
Saturday coffee mornings in Airlie Street Hall. We at The Voice have reason to be
particularly grateful to the coffee morning team this month, as it was our turn to
benefit on 19 August, and it was great to see the usual huge turnout - a big thank
you to everyone involved in organising such a successful event and to all who
came along to enjoy the ‘buzz’. Look out for more on this in our October edition.
We’re also working on plans to expand The Voice, thanks to a generous donation
of funds from the Drumderg Wind Farm Fund. We have various ideas, but this is
your newsletter for your community, so what would you like to see? You can get
in touch via the contact addresses and phone number on the back page, and we
also now have extra ‘post boxes’ in Thrifty One and Lunans Newsagents - just
drop your message in there and it will be picked up: we’d love to hear from you!

Kevin Coe
Editor
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

*~*~* ALYTH Dates for Your Diary *~*~*
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

SEPTEMBER
2nd
Coffee Morning
4th
Scout AGM
7th
Dedication Service
9th
16th
23rd
25th
30th

OCTOBER
5th
Travel Films to make you go by Ken & Jean McRonald
Alyth Parish Church (Lower Hall) at 2.00pm
7th
Coffee Morning
Alyth Christmas Lights
14th
Coffee Morning
Ward 34 Ninewells
21st
Coffee Morning
British Legion
28th
Coffee Morning
Alyth Bowling Club

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

NOVEMBER
2nd
Seemas Children’s Home in India by Avril Duncan
Alyth Parish Church (Lower Hall) at 2.00pm
4th
Coffee Morning
Alyth Musical Society
11th
Coffee Morning
AYP
18th
Coffee Morning
Alyth Parish Church Guild in Airlie
Street Hall at 10.00am
25th
Coffee Morning
2nd Alyth Brownies

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ

Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
After Hours (NHS24):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Guiding Association
Scout Hut at 7.30pm
Alyth Parish Church Guild, Parish
Church at 2pm
Lunch club/Exercise Class Alyth Snr Citizens' Lunch &
Socialising Club
Coffee Morning
Scouts
Coffee Morning
Cornhill Macmillan
Lunch
Alyth Snr Citizens' Lunch &
Socialising Club
Coffee Morning
Glenisla Rural

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm

ALYTH VOICE ON FACEBOOK

Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

Check out our Facebook page and don’t forget if you currently advertise
with us you can promote your business/organisation on our page.
We currently have a following of 1446 people so don’t miss out!

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

Est 1953

No job too big or too small
New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM
JOINERY SERVICES

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS :
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL :
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS :
GLAZING AND LOCKS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call or email for advice and estimates

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com
TEL: 01828 632070
www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk

Find us on Facebook :
G A Davidson Joiners

AW JOINERY
For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

For all your joinery services:
Home Improvements
Fitted Kitchens
Timber Decking
01250 870 693
07876 133 342

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

www.aw-joinery.com

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

TOSH TILING SERVICES

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK
FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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JOHN A McINTOSH

T: 01828632581 M:07597114868

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

Greenhouse
Remove any dead or dying leaves from tomatoes, reduce amount of feed and water, do not let the plants dry out.
There is still time to sow cut-and-come salads, look for varieties that are suitable for autumn sowing.
Keep checking potatoes for blight.
Herbaceous border/plants
Cut down spent flowers from lupines, delphiniums etc.
Divide any herbaceous plants that are getting too large or are dying in the middle.
Plant winter pansies, polyanthus and wallflower etc, water well and keep moist until established.
Plant spring bulbs such as daffodils tulips etc.
Roses are coming to an end, remove faded blooms and reduce the length of taller stems.
Lawns
Now is a good time to remove any thatch from your lawn by scarifying.
Aerate by spiking with an aerator or fork, apply a top dressing towards the end of the month.

Formation of the Alyth Resilience Group

Alyth & District Knitters
Are Simply the Best!

The Alyth flood in July 2015 and the recent Grenfell fire in London
shows how quickly an unexpected local emergency can develop.
The 2015 flood showed that the people of Alyth are able to come
together very quickly to help others. Many people commented on
how well the local community responded to the crisis.

"Perth Soroptimists are delighted to say a big THANK YOU to
Pat, Marlene, Eileen & Mamie who knit or crochet baby
clothes and pram or cot blankets which either go to a safe
birthing unit, 'Bus Stop Babies' in Hamburg, South Africa or to
the Kenya Children's Home which cares for up to
200 orphaned, destitute & abandoned babies & children, at
any one time.

Around Perthshire, the Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) are
encouraging local communities to set up resilience groups made
up of local volunteers which are available at short notice to
complement the emergency services.
In Alyth, the Alyth Halls Committee have offered to be the lead
organisation in setting up the Alyth Resilience Group. Sandy
McCurdy has agreed to be the organiser and main contact with
PKC.
Several local people have offered to add their names to the
group. Principally the group centres round the main community
venues (Airlie St Hall, Guide Hut, Scout Hut, Town Hall) but other
interested people have offered to add their contact details to the
Group.

In addition small squares have been knitted by one Alyth
knitter. These are sent via the Balcraig Foundation/Freedom
From Fistula organisation to Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi &
Sierra Leone. Women who suffer from obstetric fistula as a
result of traumatic deliveries or poor midwifery care, suffer
from incontinence and are marginalised by their own
communities. They choose squares then sew them into a
blanket of their own which they take with them after their
fistula surgical repair is complete and they are hopefully
repatriated with family.

The organiser, Sandy McCurdy says “it is not envisaged that we
will hold many meetings. The main benefit of the group is that we
can get venues open quickly as well as giving the authorities
contact details for people who can help in the emergency. I
sincerely hope that the Resilience Group is never called into
action. But it is important that the resource is in place.”

As well as being 'simply the best', the Alyth & District knitters
are making a big difference to many women, children &
babies!
Thank you and keep up the good work!"

A full detail of group members will be published shortly. If any
local person feel they can help the group and want their contact
details to be added to the list please contact –
Sandy McCurdy: email smccurdy51@aol.com
mobile 07725 472243

In friendship
Jean Campbell

5

DF BUILDERS

Stonemason/Bricklayers

Classic
Restorations

Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire
Phone:
Mobile:
Fax:

01828 633293
07885 316689
01828 632529

•
•
•
•
•
•

Mechanical
Electrical
Panel Work
Ashframe repairs
Paintwork
Interior Trim

1st Class Tradesmen
20 years + experience.
D. Fotheringham
07912565962 or
01828 634102
Check out our work on
Facebook.

Jaguar XK140 Roadster

Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen

Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk
www.classicrestorations.co.uk

Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
E.C.A. Registered and Approved

IAN BROGAN

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS
Washing machines, Dishwashers,
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners

Stewart MacDonald

**HAIRDRESSER**

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Open Tues - Sat
Gift Vouchers Available

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Telephone 01828 632 995

01828
629141

Telephone 01250 872225
or 07801704997

Restaurant - Coffee House - B&B

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

OPEN
Mon—Sat: 10am—4pm
Sunday: 10am—6pm (high teas)
Fri-Sat: 6pm—9pm (last orders)

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Home Baking Homemade Meals
Functions Panoramic Views
Farm & Gift Shop
“relax and enjoy the view”

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

RENDEZVOUS

4.30pm - 9.00pm
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SCOUTS
It has been a while since the Troop visited Templars Park in Aberdeen, but I am sure it will not be long before we return. Although
we were a small party, the Inverurie Group were in camp and along with 50 Guides and another Scout Troop from Edinburgh, we
made a notable number. By the time we had set up camp and fed the inner man, it was time for the campfire in the very impressive
setting. Now we were not running this camp fire, although we did lead a few songs and this provided an introduction to all the other
campers. The evening was rounded off with a disco hosted by Inverurie. For some inexplicable reason, the Scouts declined my offer
to show them my disco moves.
Sunday was mostly taken up with on site activities. The Scouts took part in crate climbing, abseiling and archery with the staff of the
centre. The demand for playing “Kick the Can” and the fact that the Scouts kept singing “Gin Gan Goole Watcha” made me ponder
on the thought that they were more old fashioned than I was.
Another campfire ensued this evening and we were invited to participate again with some from our repertoire. I was most inspired to
see how the younger members of other groups lead many of the items and this encouraged our own Scouts to get up and assist
with the ones we did.
Monday was our day at the beach and it was a much simpler task to head back to Stonehaven than run the gauntlet of Aberdeen
traffic. We found a perfect pitch on the beach and the Scouts quickly ran down to the foaming surf. They equally quickly discovered
how cold it was and ran back even quicker. Not withstanding the perils of the North Sea, some brave souls returned for another
foray over their heads which ventured the others to join them. Having dried themselves and thawed out, it was time for games on
the beach followed by lunch. Now I fully understand how they are called sandwiches as we certainly had enough sand if little of the
“wiches”. Exploring rock pools and a visit to the park rounded off a very busy day.
Back to the site, where the Scouts surprised themselves with their own culinary skills in preparing the evening meal, and getting on
with the washing up and clearing away.
The following day the Scouts honed their survival skills with backwoods cooking and building a bivouac which 2 Scouts slept in. This
provided a very popular activity so much so we will need to repeat this for the others. To prove that Aberdonians are not mean, one
of the Scouts picked up an old bit of metal that was lying about on the path. It turned out to be a 1955 sixpence piece! The Scouts
asked how much it was worth, “2 ½ p”. How much is it worth now “Probably 2 ½ p”. I hope the finder of this gem, took it home and
cleaned it up as it must have been lying about there for years.
I must compliment our younger charges on how well they all worked together. We made up a duty rota , so all could see that
everyone had a share of all the jobs and they all carried them out with the minimum of fuss which led to a very happy group in camp.
Good on you all
Forthcoming events
Scout A G M Monday 4 September 7.30 pm in the Scout Hut. Your support would be appreciated
Dalguise 15/17 September. We have 18 members going. Meet Scout Hut 7.00pm Friday 15 September and return Scout Hut
Sunday 17 Sept 5.00pm
Coffee Morning Saturday 16 September. As both the Cubs and Scouts are off to camp this weekend, we will need a lot of help
in running this fund raising event.
I would like to welcome Mark Kimber to our team who will be working with the Scout Troop. His help is appreciated as the Scout
Troop has grown dramatically since the start of the year and his support will enable us to carry out our activities.
Ron Kirkpatrick
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•

Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work

All work carried out by fully qualified
Professionals and finished
to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

WOODLAND & GARDEN
Plan - Design - Build - Maintain

C ommunity
treeC ycle
Alyth, 0758 0778 700
clive@communitytreecycle.co.uk
Garden design, construction & maintenance, tree
surgery, woodland management, bespoke garden
features, signs and furniture

Sparkles Cleaning
Service
Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533
WE’VE MOVED
W. Bruce Decorators
Alyth

THE SINGING KETTLE
14 Airlie Street, Alyth

New Address
5 Glenree
Alyth
PH11 8EA

CAFÉ & TEA ROOM
Fully licensed

01828 633180

Morning coffees
Light lunches
Afternoon teas
Home baking
Selection of wines
and spirits

Opening times
Monday to Saturday
9am to 5pm
T: 01828

958 050
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Thrifty One

From the Community, for the Community
Opening times: 10am—4pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Phone: Anne 07592 338449.(speak or leave a message)
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com
For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please like & share us with your friends.
The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise. Thanks!
Well, summer is over then? The swallows are gathering and we are pulling out the hat boxes to store our lovely selection of summer/
wedding hats until next spring. By the time you read this we will have started to fill our rails from our large store of autumn & winter
clothing. We have enjoyed welcoming visitors to Alyth from as far afield as Australia. They came in to look for extra clothing & footwear to
go on canoe trips with Outdoor Explore from the Barony, souvenirs, party dresses.............
Lelly Makes
During August we were pleased to be able to showcase upcycled Denim made by Lelly Makes. She
buys denim jeans from us, ‘harvests’ the denim, then transforms them into beautiful bags for all sorts
of purposes. She has given Thrifty One commission on the items that have sold from our window. So
it’s a win win for us as many of the jeans would have gone to Cash for Clothes, where they only fetch
40p/kg. We would love to hear from other makers/crafters who upcycle items bought in our or similar
shops. For those of you who have not yet popped in, there is a good selection of fabrics for patchwork
etc., knitting patterns, needles & other crafty bits & pieces.

Donations
Thrifty One staff & volunteers were pleased to be able to make two more local
donations of £250 this month. Karin from Alyth In Bloom and Heather from Alyth
Beaver Pack came into the shop to receive their envelopes from Shop Manager
Anne Wallace.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
After the fun they had running it last year, Thrifty One have decided to host
another McMillan Coffee Morning on Friday 29th September. Aprons will be
washed & ironed, tea sets washed & polished, cakes will be baked. Any
contributions on the cake front will be gratefully received. Do pop into the shop &
let us know.
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KEEP CALM
AND
SHINE ON
SCOTT’S MOBILE CAR VALET
Mini Valets from £35
Full Valets from £50
Full interior valets from £35
Full exterior valets from £35
Tel 07715039215 / 01828 650728

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
NHS and Private Prescriptions
Long Term Medication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS

Logo-Branding
Stationary
Business Cards
Templates
Brochures

Flyers
Posters
Signage
Website
Domain Names

Social Media
Email Setup
Advertising
Marketing
Banners

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth

07854493805

www.peapodstudios.co.uk

Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN
Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

Handy Hubby 2 Hire
GORDON M KIDD

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com
T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Advertise your

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Ron Dickens
Woodcarving
Classes

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based

Call Mariya:

Weekly classes offered locally
with award-winning wildlife
woodcarver, Ron Dickens.

07707 877319

“A Bird in a Day” taster
sessions also available.

for a quote

No job too big or too small!

Studio Open 2nd Sept.- 10th Sept
10am-5pm .each day
For further information call
01828 633924 or see
www.rondickens.co.uk

HERE!!!

rondickens015@btinternet.com

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk
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Drumderg Wind Farm Community Fund
Learn more about the Fund
The Drumderg panel are very interested in encouraging new groups
to apply to the fund. If you would like to learn more about the fund
and get guidance on completing an application form SSE’s
Community Investment Manager will be hosting an information
session between 6.30 and 7.30 on 21 September 2017 at Alyth
Lesser Hall.
Would you be interested in being an active member of the
decision-making Panel?
The panel is a voluntary group of local people who meet several
times a year to make decisions on the applications to the Drumderg
Community Fund. SSE is keen to hear from anyone who lives within
the Alyth Community Council area, and is interested in joining the
Panel.
For further details or to request an application form, please contact:
Lindsay Dougan
T: 0141 224 7729 E: Lindsay.dougan@sse.com

2519(Strathmore) Squadron, Air Training Corps – Summer Camp.
Five cadets from 2519(Strathmore) Squadron, Air Training Corps, from Blairgowrie attended Summer Camp between 9th and 14th
July, 2017 at RAF Brize Norton, Oxfordshire. The cadets joined 18 other cadets from 1145 (Dunfermline) Squadron’s Detached
Flight from Kinross 2284(Dunblane) Squadron and 2466(Loanhead) Squadron from Edinburgh.
The cadets were Flight Sergeant Rea Bloice, Sergeant Mateusz Aleksander, Corporal Jocelyn Turner and Cadets Lauren
Robertson and Jacob Hurst, they were accompanied by the Squadron Commander, Flight Lieutenant Roy Kemp, RAFVR(T).
The cadets travelled on Sunday the 9th by bus arriving in the very late afternoon, to be rushed in for a meal and then a brief on the
Station and then allocated accommodation.
During the week the cadets undertook various activities, the highlight for seventeen of them was a 2 hours flight in a C17
Globemaster, Transport aircraft of 99 Squadron.
The cadets also visited other operational flying Squadrons, namely 70 Squadron on the new A400M Atlas and 47 Squadron on the
C130J Hercules.
Other activities were visiting the RAF Police Dog Section, Fire Section, Tactical Medical Wing and Air Movement Squadron, and
another highlight for the cadets was the visit to No 1 Parachute Training School, where all the cadets who wanted the opportunity
to were allowed to carry out a simulated parachute jump from a mock up aircraft 40 foot above the hangar floor.
On the final full day of camp all of the cadets travelled to RAF Benson, where they each flew in a Grob Tutor of 6 Air Experience
Flight. Corporal Turner and Cadet Robertson had their first flights in the Tutor and both were allowed to pilot the aircraft for a
portion of the Flight.
All of the cadets enjoyed the camp and cannot wait till their next camp.
Any boy or girl aged between 13 and 18 years of age who is interested in joining 2519(Strathmore) Squadron is invited to come
and meet the cadets and staff any Monday or Wednesday evening between 1900 and 2100 hours, at The Joint Cadet Centre,
Union Street, Blairgowrie

ALYTH GALA DAY

It is now 2 years since the last Alyth Gala Day was held. The Gala Day bank account held the sum of £648.47, in consultation with
the Alyth Community Council it was agreed to close the Gala Day account and distribute the remaining funds.
The funds were distributed as follows:Alyth Development Trust received £210.00 to help with their ongoing works.
Alyth Youth Partnership received £210.00 to go towards their forthcoming trip to Poland
Alyth Christmas Lights received £210.00 to go towards their continuing Christmas displays
The remaining £18.47 was used in postages, printing, and stationery
The Alyth Gala Day bank account has now been closed.
Ian Brodie
Secretary/Treasurer
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

I&D Insurance Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there
when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Accident
Claims
THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

01250 874441

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Clinical Aromatherapist

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

Liz Jenkins—mifpa

01250 876057

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors
Established 1871

We sell carpets, vinyl,
curtains and blinds.
Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Come in for
professional advice
and browse through
our large selection of
samples available to
take home
We measure, supply
and fit

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

To get your FREE
quotation call

FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

01250 872361
Or e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk
FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS

JOHN SWINNEY

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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GrowBiz – Enterprising Rural Perthshire
GrowBiz provides a free community-based enterprise support service in rural Perthshire. It assists anyone who is considering
becoming self-employed, or starting (or growing) a small business or social enterprise - regardless of age or experience and
including people from all sectors and backgrounds.
For over a decade, GrowBiz has developed a unique approach to community-based support for businesses and social
enterprises, and for its recent 10th birthday celebrations, it commissioned local Blairgowrie-based photographer, Kelly McIntyre,
to make a video of the GrowBiz journey, celebrating the diversity of businesses it supports every year. You can watch the video
on You Tube – just search for ‘GrowBiz’.
GrowBiz holds regular learning sessions on a range of topics – recent sessions included: how to take good images for your
business; how to price your product or service; how to increase your sales; and how to use social media for your enterprise.
Keep an eye on the website events page for upcoming sessions and networking evenings. All are welcome, and if you can’t
attend evening events, GrowBiz has also started hosting Webinars on popular subjects.
The fully confidential services include 1-1 meetings with one of GrowBiz’s enterprise team, peer support sessions, peer learning
events, a mentoring programme, and regular networking opportunities (including monthly women’s enterprise meetings). More
information is available at the GrowBiz website: www.growbiz.co.uk or email at connect@growbiz.co.uk .
GrowBiz is part financed by Perth & Kinross Council, the Scottish Government, Scottish Enterprise and the European
Community Rural Perth & Kinross LEADER 2014-2020 programme. For more about LEADER go to www.pkleader.org

Serendipity Salon
22 Commercial Street, Alyth PH11 8AF
Full range of Beauty, Holistic and Energy Therapies
Facial Treatments / Eye & Lash Treatments
Manicures / Pedicures / Gel Polish / Acrylics
Paraffin Wax Treatments / Spray Tans
Aromatherapy / Thai Style / Swedish / Indian Head Massage
Hopi Ear Candles / Reiki / Kinesiology
Call any time for more information or pop in for a chat and pick up a brochure.
Carolyn is a consultant for Neal’s Yard Remedies Organic and uses their fabulous, organic products within
the treatments she offers or can do pamper parties in your own home.
Salon Opening times:

Mon: 2 – 6 Wed: 2.30 – 9

Thu/Fri: 10.30 – 6

Sat: 10 - 4

Appointments available outwith these times if required just call

Carolyn on 07934 661602 or Lynn on 07399 408046
We look forward to meeting you
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NOTICES
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.
Evening Service at 6.00pm on
First Sunday of each month.
(Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms.
New recruits are always most welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is
available for children under three).
For any special arrangements please contact
Sunday School staff.
Sunday School recommences on 3rd Sept
~~~
Prayer Group.
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).
~~~
The Guild
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm)
Guild recommences with Dedication Service
on 7th September
5th Oct—Travel Films to make you go by Ken
& Jean McRonald
2nd Nov—Seemas Children’s home in India by
Avril Duncan
18th Nov—Coffee Morning Airlie St. Hall at
10am
~~~
The Church Choir.
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
Special Dates and Notice
3rd Sept—Sunday School recommences
4th Sept—Kirk Session at 7pm
7th Sept—Guild recommences with a
Dedication Service
1st Oct—Service of Holy Communion at 11am
and 2.30pm. Thanksgiving Service at 6pm
8th Oct—During the morning service there will
be a dedication of the Cateran Cushion
During the maintenance of the Main Church
most of the Church services will be held within
the Airlie Street Hall—unless specifically
notified otherwise.
FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT
see ‘Local Services’
Open Sundays 2-4pm
(Easter till Remembrance)
Tel: 01828 633 045

(PLEASE CHECK ACTUAL VENUE FOR
EACH DATE)

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

Due to the temporary closure of St Mary’s
Coupar Angus, and building works in
St Stephen’s Blairgowrie, please check
website www.ststephensblair.co.uk for venue,
or telephone 01250 872171 to speak to the
Parish Priest.
ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

After each Sunday Morning service the
beautiful arrangements of Flowers that have
adorned the Church are distributed to
Families who have been recently bereaved,
to those who are sick in Hospital or in their
own Home and to anyone else considered to
be in need of some comfort.
This service is provided by a group of
dedicated people who give of their time every
Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any
way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson on
01828 632 151. Your help will both valued
and much appreciated by many.
SOFT TENNIS
Every Wednesday Morning in June
10.30 – 11.30 Airlie Street Hall
only £1.00 per session at present
Never played before?
Come and have a FREE trial session
Spare racquets available
Just turn up
Or ring Pat K (633400) or Pat J (632042)
for more information

MAILINGS

SEPTEMBER
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Alyth Parish Church –
Flower Group.

11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
11am Sung Eucharist
11am Sung Eucharist

Our continued challenge to ensure the
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to
implementing a charge for postal Voices.
An annual charge will apply to all
UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of producing the
Voice. To get your Voice by post,

Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk

NEW COMMUNICANTS
If you would like to become a member of
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the
Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice

Notice on behalf of the
Welton of Creuchies Wind
Farm
Delivery of the wind turbine components for
the Welton of Creuchies Wind Farm are due
to commence on the 4th September, for a
period of approximately 4 weeks. The
abnormal loads will be travelling under police
escort from Dundee Port to the site. They will
travel along the B954, A926 then onto Airlie
Street before heading onto the Bamff road
towards Welton of Creuchies Farm.
Disruption will be kept to a minimum but we
apologise for any inconvenience caused.
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DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure
the Voice remains free to every household. There
are 4 ways to donate:
1. Collection Tins in shops,
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the
secure PayPal system.
4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Please support your Voice today.

Alyth Literary Society
The 2017/18 season of the Alyth Literary Society commences on 3rd October, 2017. All meetings take place in the Ogilvy Rooms,
Commercial Street, Alyth and begin at 7.30pm (unless otherwise stated). The annual membership fee is £8 and admission to a
single meeting for non-members is £2. A warm welcome will be extended to anyone wishing to join the Society or to attend
individual meetings.

Syllabus 2017 – 2018
3rd October, 2017

Eric Summers, Kirriemuir
Churchill Connections
Illustrated

17th October, 2017

Dakers Fleming, Forgan, Fife
Hill Of Tarvit
Illustrated

7th November, 2017

Norman Atkinson
Angus Pictish Stones
Illustrated

21st November, 2017

Murray Brown, Broughty Ferry
RNLI Broughty Ferry
Illustrated

5th December, 2017

Hugh Salvesen, formerly Alyth
John Muir Trust
Illustrated

16th January, 2018

The History of the Alyth Show
Members of Show Committeee

6th February, 2018

Annual General Meeting 7pm

20th February, 2018

Mr & Mrs Joy, Kilry
Travels in Ecuador and the Galapagos
Illustrated

6th March, 2018

Judith Napier, Inverurie
The Suitcase Archive: Researching an Assynt Crofter
Illustrated

20th March, 2018

Annual Supper
at the Strathmore Golf Centre, 6.00pm for 6.30pm
Guest speaker: Sir Ian Grant, Alyth

APOLOGIES
Due to my lack of computer skills and unable to contact the correct member of the ‘Voice’ I would like to apologize to my mum and
dad.
As many of you know their Sapphire Wedding Anniversary was in June, but I was unsuccessful in my article being published.
I handed a letter of thanks in for them but that has not been a success either.
So on behalf of Mabel and George Milne I would like to thank everyone for gifts, flowers and good wishes they received on this
very special occasion.
Many thanks.
Joyce Duffy
NOTE:

The Voice committee would also like to apologise to Mabel and George and hope they had a wonderful time on their
special anniversary.
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NOTICES
Alyth Christmas Lights
200 Club

Don’t have access
to email?
It’s FREE in the

August Draw

Airlie Street Library

(with thanks to Marie McDonald our Citizen of the Year)
1st - £50 - 164 - Mrs F. Robertson
2nd - £30 - 181 - Mrs J. MacFarlane
3rd - £20 - 124 - Mrs E. Kidd
——————

THE COFFEE CYCLE

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP

Meet every Wednesday morning.
Alyth Square 9.30am
For a cycle in search of
coffee and cake.
All welcome.
Destination decided on the day.

AYP are supporting Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club to form a
junior section of bowlers.
We will have coaching sessions every Thursday, 3.30pm 4.30pm in term time, with the aim of working towards
competitive matches between pupils of Alyth Primary School
and Rattray Primary School - this will be supported by
Caroline Lawrie, Active Schools Co-Ordinator.

THANK YOU
Pat Ewart wishes to thank
family & friends for the many
cards & gifts he received on
his 90th Birthday and wedding
anniversary cards.
Also a big thank you to
everyone that wished him well
on Facebook x

Interested?
Call/text Pat 07583297408
Or just turn up. See you there!

Thanks to a donation by the Alyth Bowling Club quiz team,
the young people will be supplied with bowls and a club tshirt.
They will become full junior members of the club, allowing
them use of the tennis courts too, all for just £10! If you are
interested in getting involved in a sport that can be a hobby
for life, please come along to one of our sessions at the
bowling club.

Glenisla Church (SCIO)

If you need more info, just see George Annan.

Charity number SCO44459
Royal Bank Of Scotland

There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church,
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake /
biscuits to follow. Open to everyone.
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work
with the Vine Trust.
The next dates will be as follows:

MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

10.10am to 11.40am
2pm to 3.30pm

Town Square
Town Square

Glenisla SWRI

3rd September – Freda Ferguson
1st October – John Howie, soloist and accompanied by Organist
Luke Newman
5th November – Remembrance Service led by David McMicking
3rd December –Roger Klegg and the Strathmore Singers
24th December – Watchnight Service – 11:30pm

meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm
Contact Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582 205
or Sheelagh Cameron (president) 01575 573214
New Members Welcome
Membership £20.00

Visitors £3.00

Contact details: Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO,
Alrick, Glenisla, PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,
Glenisla, PH11 8PG

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk
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NOTICES
Alyth & District Pipe Band

Alyth Senior Citizens'
Lunch & Socialising Club

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new
or experienced members, either pipes or
drums.
Wednesday night practise in
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm.
For more information please
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.

Strathmore Tots
Alyth

Baby and Toddler Group
Whether you're a first time mum or dad or
have a larger family, come along
to our local friendly group for a cuppa and
a chat with other parents while
the wee ones play. Grandparents and
Carers also welcome.
We meet on Monday mornings in the
Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth
from 9.30am to 11.30am. (previously held
at the town hall)
£2 per family, this includes a snack for the
toddlers and as much tea and
coffee as you can drink!

Meigle Art Group
The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall
10am 12pm

To keep up to date with what we have on
and where, join our Facebook
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth.
Or for more information call or text
07807591868

New Members Welcome
Equipment can be provided for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on a Tuesday
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Peter Robertson
Marja Dalziel
Tom Dalziel
John Eggleston

632674 (Walk Leader)
633032 (Walk Leader).
633032 (Walk Leader).
633965 (Walk Leader).

(Perth & Kinross Healthy
Communities Project)
Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146

New members & volunteers
most welcome
Exercise Group - Mondays 10am
in the Airlie Street Hall
Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)
Next lunch: Monday 25th September
Would you like a lift to the Lunches?
Telephone 632023

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Gordon Coutts

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of
Alyth Primary School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
Is a Collection Point for

USED SPECTACLES
for VISION 2020
“The Right to Sight Project”
For further information on the project,
please contact
Pam Robertson,
Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street,
Forfar
Tel: 01307 462461
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Alyth Badminton Club
The 2017-2018 Season
commences on
Tuesday the 5th of September
7:30pm
in the Airlie Street Hall.
New members welcome
over 18’s only.

Advance Notice

Alyth in Bloom Quiz
Night
Saturday 21st October
Bowling Club

£10 for a table of 4

CRIGHTONS
CYCLES

Luxury Self Catering
Holiday Cottages
Auchteralyth, Alyth
PH11 8JT

t: 01575 530474
www.auchteralythsteadings.co.uk
Dogs & Cats and their well
behaved owners are welcome

•
•
•
•

New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

INDEPENDENT MINISTER
Bespoke Legal Wedding Ceremonies &
Vow Renewals
-----

Baby Naming Ceremonies
----

Funerals
---

Always Reflecting your Beliefs & Values

t: 07770985736
info@angelamaughan.co.uk

MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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NOTICES
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT

Thank you to the many local people who have
handed in ink cartridges, mobile phones etc
for recycling. The charity which provided the
collection facility and contributed to NSPCC
no longer operates that service.

in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm

We have sourced a new collector for ink
cartridges although not as yet for other items.
Please continue to bring your ink cartridges
only down to the Health Centre until further
notice. Thank you.

From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1. 1850s to date, there are now over
6,500 photographs of local people,
schools, businesses, events, views,
weddings, etc
2. Parish records from 1623—1854
3. Baptism records from 1900s to
date
4. 6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for Alyth’s
3 cemeteries
5. Publications & memorabilia over
150yrs

ADMISSION FREE

Alyth Library
(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun-

Closed

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm
Friday
9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

If you are
a local
Group
we’ll print
your
information here
For Free

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player
req. / Music CDs and Videos
Telephone
01250 872 905 for details

THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT
AND TODDLER GROUP
Every Friday (Term Time)
10am – 12pm
Isla Primary School- Community Hall
All Welcome
Find us on Facebook

Alyth Library
Calling all
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library
windows
Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

PAPER TRAIL

Do you have stories you
would like to share?
Paper Trail can help you to
record the chapters that
matter most through a
bespoke service of interviews
and printed copy.

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

JIM MORRICE

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support

Tel:01828 633 137
Beginners Welcome!

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Contact: liz@papertrail-ink.uk
Gift vouchers available

SINGING, PIANO,
THEORY TUITION

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL)

01828 633977

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
Be

in The Alyth Voice
ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

Airlie Street Hall
Many Alyth people have been asking what Has been going on in the Hall over the past few weeks.
Well here is the answer.
To start with the Committee employed a contractor to sand the floor down to the original timber floor and
after the dust was removed it was recoated with 3 coats of 2 pack, very hard wearing, epoxy varnish. The
committee then cleaned the walls removing the dust with a brush and a vacuum cleaner using a mobile
scaffold for access.
Later the badminton white lines were repositioned, painted and coated with a
varnish
At the same time we employed a contractor to solve the old and existing wet rot
problem discovered along the west wall. All 19 metres of it.
To allow Peter Cox Ltd to carry out this work the committee removed the wall
coverings, cooker, cupboards and an area of flooring, all required to expose the
west, soft sandstone wall. It was only then that a DPC was able to be
injected into the wall and a waterproofing sealant placed on the wall to
prevent future ingress of water. After the protection to the wall the work
to reinstate the internal partition commenced but a serious problem was
discovered. The upstairs area above the kitchen has been used for
years for storing materials and Gavin Tripney, our joiner, found that one
of the window frames was in fact holding up part of the ceiling. On its
removal the ceiling drooped by up to 4 inches requiring it to be jacked
back up and the new wall to be positioned so it could be reinforced to
act as a structural wall supporting the ceiling joists. Unfortunately this
repositioning meant that the water pipes, gas pipes, ventilation ducts and drainage pipes needed to
be moved and as they were old some were replaced with new. Being able to complete the planned
and unplanned works in the time we allowed was down to the committee members who spent
nearly 300 hours working in the hall, taking down the partition wall, washing the place down,
cleaning the walls in the hall, washing all the dishes and cutlery, replacing cupboards, painting etc
etc, and to the superb work carried out by Gavin Tripney, Neil Anderson and Stuart McDonald.
They arrived at the hall when needed and because of this, the works progressed without delays.
The committee of Iain Donaldson, Tam Thomson. June Nicholl, Marina Ferguson and Shona Milne
who were ably assisted by Morag Thomson and Richard Nicholl. It must be said that Richard was
brilliant with the initial ‘demolition’ work and superb, refitting the cupboards and gas ventilation system.
The Airlie Street Hall still requires a lot of work to be done. The changes to the toilets, the Hall floor and the kitchen area are only a
small part of it.
So far the income from the Kirk Shop, the coffee mornings, and the other weekly users of the hall has been just enough to allow the
necessary remedial work and we thank those people who come regularly on Saturday mornings. The value of the voluntary work is
in excess of £3000 and the other costs are nearly £4000.
Where the committee will be able to obtain funds and grants for future expensive major works is probably going to be difficult but we
will be endeavouring to obtain these as volunteers cannot carry out some of these works.
Thanks again to the people of Alyth who support the Hall.
We hope you continue to do so and if you have any comments, good or bad, please let the committee know.
Iain Donaldson Chairman Airlie Street Hall Committee

ALYTH BOWLING &
TENNIS CLUB
Scottish Country Dancing

Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club
played the ‘Helen Taylor
Memorial Trophy’ game on
Saturday 15-7-17 and the
trophy was won by Alan
Strachan

Airlie Street Hall from September 14th
Thursdays 7.30 till 9.30pm
We are a friendly group keen to welcome new members to
enjoy a fun pastime that helps keep body and mind active.
This is suitable for individuals there’s
no need to bring a partner.
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2-6 Market Square Alyth

Winner of Alyth's best business 2015

SHEAR SUCCESS
12 Airlie Street Alyth
01828 633234

Monday Closed,
Tuesday 10 - 3 and
Wednesday 10 - 5 apts
available with Zoe,
Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5,
Saturday 9-1

C Max
Garden Services Alyth
All aspects undertaken

Now open 7 days serving breakfast, light bites, lunches
and main meals. We offer a vast selection of barista
coffee's, hot chocolates, teas and chai latte as well as
cold drinks fresh orange & apple juice and amazing
milkshakes!
A varied selection of the most delicious patisserie cakes
are always available along with traybakes and delicious
home made scones. Gluten free cakes available.
We also a large selection of Rizza's award winning icecream!
If you haven't already joined our brilliant loyalty scheme
then why not pop in and join the hundreds who have!
Swipii is the loyalty scheme that gives you 5 points for
every visit! Collect points to redeem for lots of fantastic
freebies! Coffee's, cakes, filled rolls, soup, main meals
or how about a whole patisserie cake to share with
friends!
Sign up with email to receive great offers! Customers
have already enjoyed a 2 for 1 main meal offer as well
as 50% off our breakfast menu! You must have a loyalty
card in order to receive these offers so what are you
waiting for!
Look out for our new breakfast menu which now
includes a gluten free breakfast as well as a children's
breakfast.
Children's menu, highchairs and baby change available.
Find us on Facebook and Trip Advisor.
Free Wifi.
Sit in or take away! Phone us on 01828 958040

22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting,
tree & plant pruning and shaping, border
maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all
types), slabbing & block paving,
landscaping, turfing & grass seeding,
driveways & patio power washing.
From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.
Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

• wills & executries • employment law
• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

KEYCHANGE
Audio File Transcription

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater

Copy Typing
Research
Typing Services
Email:

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.

admin@keychange.solutions

01828 633053 / 07761857994

Call: 07856745489

DENNIS MELLOY

SALE OF ALYTH SCENES

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

For Surgeries in the
comfort of your own home

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”

Your Local Councillor

www.weemachines.co.uk
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or

POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.
-----------------------------------------------

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
We’ve had a very busy summer at AYP with the list of destinations including Factory Skate Park, Ten Pin Bowling (some of the
party managed a few strikes), the cinema to see Dunkirk, Ryze (yet again), and Edinburgh Dungeons. Staying in Alyth, we enjoyed
trying Archery with Outdoor Explore, and managed a few more jobs in the AYP Garden.
However, the highlight of the summer was the youth club holiday to Aviemore. We stayed for 3 days in a lovey chalet and the kids
had a fantastic time. Our trip to the top of Cairn Gorm was fun, and whilst the view was limited due to the weather, Ellie was very
pleased to have ‘been inside a cloud’. We had a full on day at Landmark which was really memorable for how well behaved
everyone was, and how supportive of each other they were. Some managed the ‘Sky Dive’ whilst others bravely gave it a shot but
found it a bit daunting when they reached the top. What was heartwarming was the way they encouraged each other, then when
necessary were comforting and kind.
Our chalet was at Badaguish, an outdoor centre which allowed us to run about, cook outside, play football, and generally have a
carry on. There was a rope swing which they loved playing on, with most of them enjoying seeing Anna fall in the water as the best
bit of their trip! Paddling at Loch Morlich was curtailed by an unruly mob of midgies which some of them still have the scars from.
The young people kept the chalet clean, took their turns with chores, and when we left you would hardly know they had been there
- it’s amazing what standards a bit of competitive cleaning can produce!
All of these activities would not be possible if it were not for the generous support we receive from Perth & Kinross Council, The
Robertson Trust, The Bank of Scotland and SSE Drumderg who we have applied to again this year. Other grant applications are
currently being processed so hopefully we’ll have more good news about that in due course so that we can continue to plan with
confidence.
Our next big thing is the Hub trip to Poland in September. We are grateful for the donations we have received so far including from
Alyth Quiz League, Alyth Gala Day, Alyth in Bloom, Rendezvous Hairdressers, and several cash donations. Our Quiz night was
great fun, with lots of people attending, which raised £399.70. A big thank you to Alyth Bowling and Tennis Club for hosting us, and
for Charlie and Pat’s first class bar service. Our last fundraiser before we go is a Race Night in Geo’s on Friday 1st September at
7.30pm. If you can’t make it along, you can still support us by ‘owning’ a horse, donating prizes, or buying raffle tickets in advance.
We have 9 young people going to Bydgoszcz, and to earn this they have achieved Saltire Volunteering Awards for helping with
various projects. Just before we go, they will visit the council chambers to meet the new Provost of Perth, who I think might be a
familiar face to them, and he will present them with their certificates as well as some gifts to take to their new friends in Bydgoszcz.
We’ll tell you all about the trip in the next issue of the Voice.
Those of us with kids at the primary school already know what a beautiful building it is, and the great news for AYP is that we will
be making use of the community rooms and sport facilities. Our youth clubs and guitar group are all booked in for the term, and we
have some office space for staff to get on with the admin. Full details of our weekly programme can be found in the hub window,
around the town, and on our Facebook page which seems to be the best way of communicating with everyone.
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A family run business dedicated to
producing high quality produce for local people.
Our ranges are frozen to ensure that the freshness and
goodness is locked into the meat.
 Leitfie Farms Beef Range
 Chapelton Farm Pork Range

 Bacon, Steaks, Roasting Joints, Sausages and more
 Free Weekly Local Delivery
 Order online today
 www.oldpiggery.com

The Old Piggery Ltd, Leitfie Farms,
Alyth, PH11 8NZ
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J & J HOWE
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service

Where your smile is important

Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal

General Dentistry
Dental Hygiene
Crowns & Bridges
Cosmetics
Veneers
Whitening

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
We now work with several other auction company's but
still provide,
House Clearances
Goods taken to Auction
Disposal Service
Valuations
Pre-sale Advice given

Our aim is to provide a preventative
approach to dentistry, where we will
cater for the needs of the whole family.
We are a modern dental practice,
offering high quality dental care to Alyth
and the surrounding area.

01828 633313
REGULAR HOURS

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP

Mon - Tues
9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday
By arrangement only

We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains.
For further details of all these services phone 01250
872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

info@alythdental.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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PERTH AND KINROSS CREDIT UNION UPDATE
As a Credit Union we have reached a lot of milestones recently, half million £ in savings/deposits, total loans issued value of
£694,721 since April '14 (current, July, loans balance value £189,496), but on a daily basis our aim is to help our members deal
with their everyday living issues. This is what Credit Unions do. We are a community financial co-op (membership open to all who
live or work in Perth and Kinross), authorised by the Prudential Regulation authority, regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
and the Prudential Regulation Authority and members of the Financial Services Compensation scheme. Here we are though,
September has arrived, school is in full swing again, evening’s a bit shorter, holiday memories fading so it's now time .........to plan
and yes, you can. Plan for school trips, family outings, more holidays, home improvements or decoration, new washing machine,
winter clothing or even (say it quietly) Christmas. Plan it, don't just let it happen.
Your plan may be to save for these items or events and we have many ways to help you, cash into your account at our main office
in Perth or via our many local offices in Blairgowrie, Crieff, Auchterarder, Pitlochry, Kinross and Letham. Salary deduction is also
available if you are with one of our partner employers and you can also use a standing order or internet banking. Whatever way
you want to save, we can help you achieve that aim.
If however, you are contemplating a loan we can also help you if for nothing other than to see if you can really afford one and if not,
perhaps direct you to a money advice service. We have various loan products at various rates of interest (1%, 2%, or 3%) and
repayment times, in fact we specialise in low cost loans for our members so maybe you should look us up now, as part of your own
plan. One of our loans, a Freedom loan (3% per month on the decreasing loan balance) allows you to have a loan of £300, pay it
back over 6 months (approx. £32 interest over that period) and have a small pot of savings at the end as part of our 'save as you
repay' policy. If you can afford a loan, we aim to get you the best low cost loan to suit your circumstances. .
Call in to our main office in Perth, 282 High Street, phone us on 01738 624872 or visit the many local offices in Perthshire (details
of opening days and times on our website www.pkcu.org.uk or call our main office) or email us info@pkcu.org.uk and we look
forward to being part of your plan.............

Guitar Workshop – September 23rd
The 2017 Ruthven Music Featival workshop is for guitar players – of any level of skill and of any kind of guitar, and
MICHAEL McGEARY soloist, accompanist, teacher, is the perfect “maestro” to conduct the day’s programme on
September 23rd..
As a very young boy he learned to play the mandolin and by the age of eleven had moved on to play guitar and in 1978 became
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland’s very first student guitarist.
Michael has performed in countless recitals and other musical events in the UK and abroad, and broadcast on the BBC and
Commercial Radio. He has the distinction of having had several original compositions dedicated to him and, throughout an
illustrious teaching career, more than 30 of his pupils have progressed to full-time music studies in conservatoires and
universities. His abilities as a teacher are recognised both nationally and internationally. His introductory book on guitar The
Guitar Tree was first published in 2009.
After a period as Head of Instrumental Music Service in Edinburgh and Chair of the Heads of Instrumental Teaching Scotland, in
2012 he returned to full-time teaching in Edinburgh schools, at the Royal Conservatoire’s Junior Conservatoire and St Mary’s
Specialist Music School in Edinburgh.
It doesn’t matter at all to Michael whether a student is interested in classical acoustic guitar, rock or pop electric or
electronic instruments, all will be very welcome to come to Ruthven on September 23rd to take part in the Workshop or
simply be there to listen and pick up a tip or two!
Also at the Workshop will be French guitar maker Guillaume Benoit who now lives and works in Inver, near Dunkeld.
Guillaume will be on hand to show how this most popular of instruments is constructed. For any enquiries about the
September Guitar Workshop please contact
Kathleen Campbell, Workshop Organiser at kathleen.campbell10@btinternet,com or 01250 876701
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VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH
01828 633660

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out
what it can do for you, prices start from £79!

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments

Greatly improves fuel economy

(please phone by 9.30am)
•
•

Noticeably improved vehicle performance
Improves engine response
Considerably lower emissions

Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life
with Terraclean carbon removal
Gives immediate drive-away results
– book now to feel the difference instantly!

Northlands Nursing Home

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
• Highly qualified stable staff team
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
• Home cooked choice of meals
• Secure gardens
• Some fully funded places available
Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
ANNUAL
OPEN FLU CLINICS 2017
Friday 6th October
9am till 12 noon, 2pm till 4pm
Friday 27th October
9am till 12 noon, 2pm till 4pm
Alyth Walkers

No appointment required.

July’s walk from Old Blair was blessed with glorious weather. The
Glen Banvie loop starts up the side of a gorge not unlike The Den of
Alyth which opened up onto open hillside and views of long
deserted settlements. Beautiful mixed woodland and views to Ben
Vrackie were followed by more open countryside which hosts the
Blair Horse Trails. The final section led the walkers through a
magnificent avenue of giant conifers with a detour to St. Brides kirk
where John Graham of Claverhouse, 1st. Viscount of Dundee, is
interred, having been mortally wounded at the Battle of Killiecrankie.
The photograph shows the walking group heading back to Old Blair
with Ben Vrackie in the distance.

The following patients are invited to attend:
Anyone 65 or over
Anyone of any age (including children) suffering from
a condition which makes ‘flu more dangerous – e.g.
heart disease, asthma, COPD, kidney disease, multiple
sclerosis, liver problems, diabetes and HIV.
Anyone undergoing chemotherapy or radiotherapy

Contact Alyth Walkers by phoning Sue on 01828 632624 or email
alythwalkers@btinternet.com.

Unpaid carers of any age
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Alyth Film Club
Sunday 15th October 2017
7.30pm Film to be Announced
Doors Open 7.00pm for Refreshments
Donations welcome

The Film Club would like to thank all the people who filled out our survey. We felt we needed to know what people want from the
film club and how to take things forward. We received nearly 50 responses. Here are some results and our plan for the film club.
The good news is that as a result of the survey the Film Club has decided to keep going, albeit in a slightly reduced way – 2
autumn/winter and 2 spring showings.
The survey came back showing that more than half the respondents wanted to keep to early Sunday evening. People also
expressed that they don’t like the day changing from Sunday to Monday so we will stick to Sunday evenings for now, with
apologies to those who can never come on a Sunday.
Most people also said that they disliked having the break in the middle of the film. We will therefore have tea and biscuits at the
beginning and show the film right through.
The most common reasons for not coming to a film were because people didn’t like the film that was showing and the seating was
not that comfortable. The Film Club committee have tried to vary what we show and will continue to do this. We also welcome
recommendations so please tell us your film suggestions at the film, on Facebook or email jagnew98@hotmail.co.uk.
As regards the seating, there is not a lot we can do in the short term, however, the committee will look at this problem and see
how we might be able to resolve it. Purchasing some additional chairs would cost in the region of £25-£40 per chair and some
fund raising would be required.
People also raised the issue of better promotion of the films. Due to the terms of the license that we have, the Film Club is only
able to advertise via the Alyth Voice, emails to our members and Facebook updates, so please keep checking these sources and
pass them on. We will also post an update in the library.
A number of people have said that they would be willing to help out. We need volunteers help to keep the film club going, so
please come along to a short meeting after the October film if you can help out.
Alyth Film Club will be showing a film in October, in December, and in March and May 2018, so look out for the dates in the
Voice.
Look forward to seeing you then.
The Alyth Film Club Team

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
Its never been easier

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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Interview with: Paul Ramsay
Written by Kevin Coe
We often describe people as “eager beavers” and talk of them “beavering
away” on tasks and projects.
In the case of local notable Paul Ramsay, these metaphors are absolutely spot
on when describing the industriousness and enthusiasm he has brought to
reintroducing real beavers into our local wildlife over the past 15 years.
Starting with just two Norwegian beavers in 2002, Paul and his wife Louise now
have three families of the animals living and breeding on their land at Bamff
just north of Alyth.
Living in an area of woodland and wetland, the animals have bred successfully
over the last ten years, making a significant impact on the Bamff landscape
and ecology by building a series of fine dams that have converted a 19thcentury man-made ditch into a series of natural ponds and swamps. They
have created new habitats for otters, water-voles, bats, herons, ducks, owls
and woodpeckers as well many species of insects, fungi and amphibians.
“It gives me a huge sense of achievement and satisfaction to sit quietly on a summer’s evening and watch the beavers working
expertly on their aquatic engineering,” says Paul. “And people come from all over the country and beyond to see for themselves;
the beavers have been the inspiration for school projects, undergraduate dissertations and serious scientific studies, not to
mention newspaper articles, films and TV programmes!”
Reintroducing beavers isn’t the only way Paul has helped to put Alyth on the map - he is also, to date, the longest-serving editor
of The Voice, overseeing its growth and development from an eight-page black-and-white publication in 2000 when he started to
today’s 32-page full-colour lively record of our vibrant and dynamic community.
“I most certainly can’t claim all the credit,” he says. “We’ve been hugely fortunate over the years to have wonderful people like
Freda Murray, Irene Robertson, Catriona Ronald and many others (such as the late Michael Kay) generously giving their time,
talent and dedication to The Voice.”
Paul says he almost fell into the role by accident. “I was asked by the then editor in 1998 to write an article explaining some
conservation work we were doing next the Alyth Hill, and that article led to a regular nature column. That led a couple of years
later to me being asked to become editor.”
Writing about nature was nothing new to Paul. In the early 1990s he had written descriptive text to accompany images of
Scottish landscape in a very successful book called Lochs & Glens of Scotland. That was followed in 1996 by a commission from
Scottish Natural Heritage to write a history of Creag Meagaidh National Nature Reserve. Later still, Paul’s membership of the
Native Woodlands Advisory Panel for Scotland led to him being involved in a publication on native woodlands. He is currently
writing a major book about beavers based on his experiences at Bamff.
But had fate taken another turn many years ago, the beavers, The Voice and perhaps the writing might never have featured in
Paul’s life. He was born at Meikleour, one of four children; his parents had met in Cairo where both were serving during World
War 2 - his father as a diplomat and his mother in the British Middle East Supply Centre. Later, the family moved all over the
world following his father's postings to jobs in Switzerland, Germany, London, France, Japan, Luxembourg and elsewhere.
Paul went to school in England and studied anthropology at Edinburgh University. He then worked for a firm of chartered
surveyors and the National Trust for Scotland in Edinburgh, before fate intervened.
“My maternal grandmother was a sister of Sir Douglas Ramsay of Bamff, whose son Sir Neish Ramsay later inherited the estate
but had no children of his own,” Paul explains. “In the early 1970s, he asked if I would take over the estate on his death, so in the
early 1980s Louise and I found ourselves in charge of the house and 1300 acres of upland and hill pasture!”
The lands of Bamff were granted in 1232 to Nessus de Ramsay, physician to King Alexander II, who according to legend had
successfully operated on the king’s stomach to remove a hairball! Ramsays have held the estate ever since, in recognition of
which Paul changed his surname from Warner to Ramsay.
Continued over 30

- continued
Paul and Louise have raised four children at Bamff who have gone on to success in very different fields: Gilbert is a lecturer in
the School of International Relations at St Andrews University; Sophie is a singer-songwriter in London; Adam is a political
journalist and joint editor of the Open Democracy online magazine, and George is a performance artist.
While a neighbour, Andrew Mitchell, manages the farm, Paul and Louise manage the woodlands, housing on the estate, and
devote much time to running their ecotourism business offering cottages and yurts for holiday lettings, as well as, of course,
watching over the beaver families.
“We are just stewards of this land,” says Paul, “and finding new ways to sustainably manage the land, especially the wetlands
and watercourses, so as to conserve and protect them for the benefit of future generations is a great responsibility, but one we
are happy to accept.”
You can read more about Bamff and the beavers at http://www.bamff.co.uk

A Cock and Six Pullets
As August heads into September the first hints of autumn are becoming apparent; a touch of
colouring on the crowns of trees, heavy dew on the grass. The swifts have been gone since early in
the month. The house martins and swallows fly in gathering masses to catch their insect prey.
The pullets I bought in July have started to lay and to make some points clear about their contract
with me as custodian. They made it plain very soon after arrival that confinement to their pen was too
restrictive. No amount of reminding them of the danger of predators would make them change their
mind. Every day as I went to visit their pen they would rush to the door and push as I opened it.
Eventually I gave in and allowed the six to rush out, bearing at the back of my mind the thought that I
owed them a duty of care as their protector.
Once out they picked and pecked at the fresh blades of grass. They scratched at the ground with their feet. As the days have
passed they have grown bolder and wander further afield. In the afternoon I round them up. Well, that gives you a rather
inaccurate idea of what happens. I look around a hen-less landscape and wonder which of several species of predator will have
enjoyed them. Perhaps it will be the fox I saw from our bedroom window recently, or the otter whose paw mark I saw by the burn
yesterday? And there are pine martens and possibly polecats, not to speak of stoats and weasels. Then, all of a sudden, I hear
the reassuring, conversational ‘toouck, toouck' of a hen. Two of the creatures have walked out of the undergrowth where they
have been foraging. Soon most of them have come out into the open, curious to see what is going on.
An email arrived from friends in Argyll. They had bought a fine bantam cock for their hens and no longer needed the full sized
beast they had on the strength at the time. At first I was unpersuaded: we didn’t need a cock for our hens. We were not planning
to establish a breeding flock. Then, another email arrived.The cock in Argyll would face death if he could not be given away: an
axe was at hand. Our friends would delay execution if we accepted the bird: they would drive him over to us. He was of a kindly
disposition, would look after our hens and protect them from evil. He would even sacrifice himself rather than let his hens face
death at the claws of a predator.
This was too much for me. I emailed back immediately that the cock must come to Bamff without delay. He would be granted full
rights of residence as an asylum seeker in danger of his life.
The cock has turned out to be a splendid red gold specimen with iridescent green black tail feathers, which include a white one for
good measure. Our friends told me that he had an exceptionally pleasant character, was very quiet, would only crow at dawn and
then only for a short time. We drank tea and I listened while my friends extolled the cock.
What of the reality on day two of his presence? He wandered round the house all day, crowing quite often. When it came to
rounding up the hens in the afternoon he had only two with him. Is this the future, I thought, am I condemned to an old age of
rounding up hens every day from two hours before dusk?
In the meantime our consumption of eggs has risen. Omelettes, scrambled, boiled, poached and fried eggs, mayonnaise, rum
soufflé (still to cook). This takes me to my last point: the poached egg. I have always consoled myself with the thought that the
poached egg was an inferior fried egg. This was because I have never been able to cook one satisfactorily until now. I would boil
the water, break the egg into it and watch while the white spread through the water and seemed to curdle. Well, some months ago
I heard on a radio programme that success with poached eggs depends on their freshness.
With our own eggs I could put this to the test; so I did. I chose two eggs that had been laid that morning. I followed instructions
from the internet (http://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/eggs-recipes/poached-eggs/) and ‘Presto!’ They were perfect. Of course
super market eggs may be months old by the time they reach the kitchen, so it’s not surprising they don’t poach well.
Paul Ramsay
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DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

URGENT NOTICE

PayPal allows, both people with and without PayPal accounts
to send The Voice a donation safely.

Dear readers we are desperately needing volunteers to cover
the following roles on the committee:

If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send money to
The Alyth Voice using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk

LEAD & DEPUTY for ADVERTISING
DEPUTY COMPOSITOR-LAYOUT ARTIST
Drop us an informal email to

If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use the
PayPal me link shown below:
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

copy@alythvoice.co.uk

or call 07854493805 for more details

THANK YOU

ALYTH VOICE TEAM
01828 632 992
Editor:
Compositors:
Advertising:
Distribution:
Delivery Team:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:
Social Media:
Postal/Mailings:
Voice Reporter/Journalist
Voice Committee Member

Fund Raising Sub Committee
Voice Committee Member

Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Deputy VACANCY
Daniel Channon
VACANCIES - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home
Jan George - accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk
Pamela Luscombe - socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk
B Kidd - b@alythvoice.co.uk
Kevin Coe - reporter@alythvoice.co.uk
Derek Todd - derek@alythvoice.co.uk
Mel McFadden - mel@alythvoice.co.uk
Paul Ramsay - paul@alythvoice.co.uk
Sheila Fisher
VacancyTHE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

Changes, and/or adverts received after this date will not be
included.
The Voice can no longer call/visit on advertisers.
Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if
no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed.
We regret that space cannot be booked.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.
Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
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