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Official opening for Alyth Primary School after major upgrade
Tuesday 13 March 2018 saw the official opening of Alyth Primary School,
following an extensive upgrade and improvement project designed to ensure
the school provides facilities to support 21st century learning.
The £9.68m project has combined the upgrading of the original Victorian
school building together with a new-build element. Pupils and staff moved
into the new school facilities in August last year, with further
landscaping taking place at present to develop the school grounds.
A new, bright, spacious and modern school environment has been created,
with the aim of enhancing teaching and learning, including increased
collaboration between classes and enabling a smoother transition from
nursery to P1. All the classrooms have floor to ceiling windows and learning
walls which include interactive electronic smartboards, with physical activity
and outdoor learning opportunities increased through a new multi-use games
area, courtyard and roof terrace alongside the school's extensive playing
fields. Currently Alyth Primary School has eight primary classes, as well as a nursery class.
Pupils presented music and song as part of the official opening celebration, with the opening ceremony performed by
Perth and Kinross Provost Dennis Melloy. He said: "This major project has transformed Alyth Primary School for the
long-term, and I understand there has already been very positive feedback from visitors to the school about how the
Victorian and modern elements have been so harmoniously combined. The school community is justly proud of their
new educational environment, and I am delighted to have the honour of officially opening Alyth Primary School today."
Lifelong Learning Convener, Councillor Caroline Shiers, commented: "Throughout the project, the focus has been on
partnership working to ensure that the new school's facilities would meet the aim of supporting 21st century learning.
I am pleased, too, that as well as looking forward to the future, Alyth Primary School's history has not been forgotten,
with pupils, staff and parents working with members of the local community to create both a book about its past and
present, and an exhibition of memories, stories, photographs and artefacts.
The commitment of everyone involved is reflected in these
fantastic new facilities, a further example of the Council's
aim to continue to improve the school estate in Perth and
Kinross."
Headteacher Connie Letford said: "Pupils, parents and
staff are absolutely delighted with our fantastic new
school! It provides an inspiring, positive learning
environment which offers lots of opportunities to enhance
teaching and learning within the classrooms and by using
the many outdoor spaces available. It has been a pleasure
and a privilege to have been involved in this project and
the whole school community has a great sense of pride in
our new school."

The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the April issue of the Alyth Voice!
This month’s big story is the official opening of our splendid new Primary School, which was
performed on 13 March by Provost Dennis Melloy of Perth & Kinross Council. You can read the
full story on our front page in this edition and if you get the chance I would strongly recommend
you find time to visit the fantastic new building and see all the great new facilities that Alyth kids
will now benefit from. Well done to everyone involved in this major project!
Elsewhere in Alyth, the debate rumbles on over the rights and wrongs of the massive new
development proposed for the former Glenisla Golf Course. We have continued to receive
comments from readers, currently running at about five to one against the proposals mainly on
the grounds of increased traffic, greater pressure on Alyth’s limited infrastructure and the impact
on wildlife and the environment.
You can read a summary of the most recent comments, including the latest response of the
developers, elsewhere in this edition. The next step will be for the developers to lodge their
application for detailed planning permission for their first phase - the 60-bed dementia care unit
and about 20 bungalows on the northern edge of the site just off Meethill Road. This
application, accompanied by a detailed masterplan for the rest of the site, is due to be lodged
with Perth & Kinross Council sometime in the next two months and we will be reporting on that
in due course.
Meanwhile, I’m delighted to say that the Alyth Voice has now moved firmly into the 21st century
by shifting to online banking and accounting. This should make our handling of advertising (as
well as the rest of our operations) at the Voice smoother and more efficient from April/May
onwards. We have also updated our advertising terms and conditions which are now available
on our website: http://alythvoice.co.uk/termsandconditions.htm.
Following our feature in February on Neil and Nicky Tuer who run Alyth Cycles at the Barony on
Commercial Street, we’ve had a lovely letter from Miss E Welch of Parkside Road reminiscing
about when the Barony was one of Alyth’s churches before its closure in 1977. Miss Welch
recalls that her father was church officer, responsible for among other things stoking the furnace
and taking the official bible up every Sunday. She and her brother helped their parents,
cleaning the church, washing the glasses after communion, assisting with the creche and so on.
“Every year the church was spring-cleaned - hard work, but worthwhile jobs,” she remembers,
“Good luck to Alyth Cycles!”
Finally, huge thanks to Thrifty One who have generously given us a donation of £250 - twice
what they gave us last year. This is most welcome and will make a big difference to the Voice,
which depends solely on advertising and donations, as well as the hard work and dedication of
all our volunteers, to keep going. Special thanks to Ruth Brown of Thrifty One for organising
this!

Kevin Coe
Editor
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

APRIL
5th

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ

7th
14th
17th
21st
28th
30th

Local Wildlife Reserves Talk by Rachel Hunter,
Scottish Wildlife Trust
Coffee Morning
Parish Guild, Airlie St Hall 10am
Coffee Morning
St Ninian's
Guild Spring Council Meeting—Blairgowrie Parish Church
Coffee Morning
Newtyle 2008 football club
Coffee Morning
Alyth in Bloom
Lunch
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch Club

MAY
3rd
5th
10th

Parish Church Guild
Coffee Morning
Lunch

12th
19th
26th
28th

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Lunch & AGM

End of Session Get Together
Scouts
Parish Church Guild
Time and Venue tba
Alyth Lodge
Airlie Street Hall
Blairgowrie High School
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch Club

JUNE
2nd
9th
16th
23rd

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning

Haemophilia Society
ENACTS
Alyth & District Patient Transfer
Perthshire Brass

Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
After Hours (NHS24):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm
Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
3

A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

Est 1953

No job too big or too small
New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM
JOINERY SERVICES

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS :
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL :
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS :
GLAZING AND LOCKS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call or email for advice and estimates

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com
TEL: 01828 632070
www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk

Find us on Facebook :
G A Davidson Joiners

JOHN A McINTOSH

T: 01828632581 M:07597114868

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

IRONING SERVICE
IN ALYTH

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

Don’t have time to do your
own!

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. .
PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE
ARRANGED FROM
ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE
AND SURROUNDING AREA.
TEL: 07842051599

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

TOSH TILING SERVICES

Competitive Rates

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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Across

Down

1.
4.
5.
7.
8.
9.
11.
14.
16.
18.
19.
20.
22.
23.
24.

2.
3.
6.
7.
10.
12.
13.
15.
17.
21.

Hold in high esteem
Obstruction
Couch
Glass container for liquid
Approve
Small bird with red breast
Shy, modest
Clumsy
Ready to harvest
Seed in fruit
Politeness
Offensive smell
Renovate
Move restlessly
Clever

Begin
Hot air-filled bag
Over-confident, arrogant
Bill of bird
Dried grape
Childs nurse
Blinding snowstorm
Alternative route
Opposed to
Related to dog

Answers on Page 17

5

Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
E.C.A. Registered and Approved

Stewart MacDonald

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Telephone 01828 632 995

RENDEZVOUS
**HAIRDRESSER**

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Open Tues - Sat
Gift Vouchers Available

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

14 Airlie Street, Alyth

IAN BROGAN

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

NEW TEL: 01828 634165

Washing machines, Dishwashers,
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners

Telephone Orders Welcome

Telephone 01250 872225
or 07801704997

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
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Opening Times
9am – 5pm
Monday - Saturday
T: 01828 958 050

SCOUTS
The “Beast from the East” certainly brought disruption to our activities, but it is also a timely reminder to our charges how they
have to react to adverse weather conditions. Putting the “out” in Scouting is a concept we follow with enthusiasm, but we must
always be aware that we are taking people out of their normal environment and into quite different surroundings and prevention
is better than cure!
Making the most of the snow conditions, Kenny Moyes and Mark
Kimber took a party of Scouts and Explorer skiing up Glenshee. The
group had a fabulous day and were able to see great improvements in
their skiing skills – like avoiding the snow fences rather than using them
as brakes. A second venture into the tundra conditions was equally
memorable. It was touch and go to see if the roads would be open, but
fortune favours the brave and it was an exciting journey just to get
there. On this occasion we had a couple of Scouts who had not skied
before and it was very rewarding to witness their progress which was
written over their faces upon their return at lunch time, coupled with an
encouraging report from Norman who was tutoring them. Kenny and
Mark had their work cut out looking after the remainder of the group.
Numbers seemed to swell when they met up with some of their
contemporaries who were also there. Well done to the Leaders who took them under their wing and well done the Scouts for
working together to achieve this goal. One Scout maintained that he hadn’t fallen, he was merely carrying out a scientific study
to ensure the whiteness of the snow at close quarters. Experiment
successful!
The bad weather does afford us the opportunity of going over skills that
will come in useful when the weather improves – well that was the
theory when we went over some navigational skills. The traditional skills
of map and compass are always needed even when technology has
improved enormously.
A recent report illustrated far from being an asset it was a liability. A
hiker had put his compass in the same pocket as his mobile phone and
the magnet on the phone’s cover reversed the polarity of the compass,
so instead of heading south – they were heading north. I hope they
hadn’t travelled too far before they found out!
The Cubs had a very active meeting celebrating St Patrick’s Day.
Shamrocks were in abundance and suitably decorated shields, and if St
Patrick didn’t scare away the snakes, the Cub’s noise level would have
done the trick.
Coming Events
Coffee Morning 21 April
Scout Expedition Weekend 18/20 May
Scout Survival weekend 8/10 June
Lochgoilhead 2-6 July
Ron Kirkpatrick
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•

Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work

All work carried out by fully qualified
Professionals and finished
to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

Sparkles Cleaning
Service
Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533
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Greenhouse
•
•

•

Sow half hardy annuals in seed trays, when large enough pick out into boxes.
Plant tomato and pepper plants keeping an eye on the weather and if frost should be forecast cover the tomatoes
with an old newspaper. If polythene is used ensure it does not touch the plants.
Start off dahlia tubers by planting them in pots, use the smallest pot that the tuber will fit in to, use a multipurpose
compost if possible otherwise earth will do.

Outdoors
•
•
•

•

Plant potatoes.
Sow peas, beans (not runner beans they will have to be started in the greenhouse), carrots, beetroot etc.
Apply a general purpose fertiliser (preferably an organic one) to perennials. It is best to get stakes in now and let the
plants grow up through them, this way the plants will hide the stakes and look far more natural.
Remove dead heads from daffodils, just the seed pod, do not remove
the leaves, if
you must tidy them just tie the leave up.

COFFEE MORNING
Despite less than favourable weather conditions there was
an encouraging attendance at a coffee morning held by
Alyth Senior Citizens’ Lunch & Socialising Club in Airlie
Street Hall on Saturday 3rd March. While attendance was
less than is usual at these well-attended weekly events,
Peter Fairgrieve, chairman, said the organisers greatly
appreciated the effort local people had made to support
the event, which raised £444 after expenses.
One of the helpers was Provost Dennis Melloy, who is
also a local councillor. “Considering the weather, this was
a good turnout by the people of Alyth to support our local
organisation”, he said. Club secretary Sue Kermath said
“Stalls included a raffle, tombola, cake and candy, and a
Peter Fairgrieve, chairman, left, is pictured with some of the helpers
hamper. Given the poor weather, we are very grateful to
Photo by D M Phillips.
everyone who came: the volunteers, club members,
donors of baked goods and prizes, and especially the
people of Alyth – the event would not have been possible without them.”
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

HANDY HUBBY
2-HIRE
GORDON M KIDD
From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

Logo-Branding
Stationary
Business Cards
Templates
Brochures

Websites
Hosting
Domain Names
Flyers
Signage

Social Media
Email Setup
Advertising
Marketing
Banners

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth

07854493805
hello@peapodstudios.co.uk

NHS and Private Prescriptions

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com
T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Long Term Medication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service

Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS

to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

for a quote

No job too big or too small!
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UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Alyth Show Saturday 16th June 2018, Bogles Field, Blairgowrie - Industrial Tent Schedule
Section 1 Baking
Judge Ailsa Hayward
Sponsored by Jonathan Treffry Installations

Section 4 Handicrafts
Judge Jennifer Devaney
Sponsored by Peapod Studios Scotland

1

Victoria Sponge filled with Vanilla Buttercream &
Jam (8"/20cm)

31

Small Matinee Jacket (Knitted or Crocheted to
be donated to Ninewells Hospital)

2

Apple & Cinnamon Loaf (1lb)

32

Decorative Garland (any medium) Max Length
1 metre

3

Fruit Scones (3)

33

Decorative Wreath (any medium)

4

Chocolate & Ginger Flapjacks (3 pieces)

34

Upcycled Biscuit Tin

5

Individual Crème Brulee

35

Door Stop (any medium)

6

Raspberry & White Chocolate Muffins (2)

36

A Decorated Stone

7

Selkirk Bannock

8

Sachertorte (8"/20cm)

37

Unframed Sketch inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh – No larger than A4

9

Shortbread Rounds (3 pieces)

10

Rocky Road (3 pieces)

38

Unframed Painting inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh – No larger than A3

11

Nutty Florentine Bars (3 pieces)- recipe supplied

12

Profiteroles filled with crème patisserie (2)

Section 5 Photography
Judge Peter Burdass
Sponsored by Angus Forbes Photography

Section 2 Produce
Judge Sarah McCoshim
Sponsored by The Potato House

39

The Berry Fields

40

Leaves

13

Blackcurrant Jelly (small jar)

41

Eyes

14

Blueberry Jam (small jar)

42

Cobbles

15

Grapefruit Marmalade (small jar)

43

Furniture

16

Beetroot Chutney (small jar)

44

Ruins

17

Curried Parsnip Soup (small flask)

45

Children 12yrs – 16yrs – Eyes

18

Ramekin Dish of Houmous

19

Savoury Pin Wheels (2)

20

Individual Fruit Crumble

21

Honeycomb (3 pieces)

46

Colouring in Picture (Supplied)

22

A Small Bottle of Flavoured Oil

47

A Facial Expression on a Paper Plate

23

Home Bred Hen’s Eggs (6)

48

A Rainbow Chain

24

Coronation Chicken (small dish)

Section 6 Children
Judge Paul Kinney
Sponsored by GRM Podiatry
Pre School

Primary 1 - Primary 3

Section 3 Floral Art
Judge Rachael Houstoun
Sponsored by Something Special Flowers

49

A Party Invitation

50

A Portrait Sketch - no larger than A4

25

Bowl of Floating Flowers

51

A Rainbow Chain

26

Jug of Garden Flowers

52

A Healthy Eating Wrap

27

Arrangement inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh

53

Photograph – A Furry Friend

28

Arrangement incorporating Suffragettes' Colours (Violet/
Purple, Green & White)

29

An Arrangement in a Port, Sherry or Shot Glass

54

A Party Invitation

30

One Lady's Corsage

55

A Portrait Sketch - no larger than A4

56

A Rainbow Chain

57

A Healthy Eating Wrap

58

Photograph – A Furry Friend

Primary 4 - Primary 7

Entry Fee £5 - cheques made payable to Alyth & District
Agricultural Show. Entries to Children's Section and
Class 45 are Free.
Return Entry Form to Fiona Mitchell, Tullymurdoch,
Alyth, PH11 8LH, Tel 01828632495

https://www.facebook.com/AlythShowIndustrialTent

Supplied recipe available by email
fionamitchell@btconnect.com
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TRAGICAL HISTORY TOUR
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
At the time of writing, we are waiting with baited breath for the arrival of the new minibus.
As mentioned in the last Voice, we are very grateful to everyone for making it happen, and
we will put it to very good use!
The Beast from the East was no match for the people of Alyth! Whilst AYP Snow Patrol
kids took the credit, even appearing on TV, it is important to say that we were far from the
only people out clearing snow. A few times we arrived at Burnside Court only to have been
beaten to it by the 3 Musketeers: Rab, Stewart and Sandy! An excellent job was already
done! Undeterred, the kids toured round the town clearing snow for people whether they
liked it or not! It was very nice when people came out to speak to us, and the donations
that were given have been put towards the trip to Germany.
Talking of Germany, our flights and hotel are booked! We are taking 15 young people
to Aschaffenburg in Bavaria – Perth’s twin city that Perthshire Brass and Alyth Scouts
visited in 2018. The young people will be guests of the ‘Friends of Perth’ and will meet
lots of people including the local pipe band, the youth club ‘Jukuz Mobil’ and our
friends Melomania, the oompah band!
With the weather turning a bit more spring like, we have managed to get some work
done in the garden. The young people have built a huge raised bed and will hopefully
have a successful attempt at growing tatties this year. Thanks to Chris in Morrison
Terrace for helping us out, and for allowing us to have deliveries dumped in his
driveway!
By the time this Voice reaches you, we
will have had our Bingo Tea, so thank
you to everyone who attended and
supported us. Our next fundraiser will
be an 80’s disco, look out for details in
the May edition of the Voice.
George Annan
Alyth Youth Partnership
07702 780489
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

I&D Insurance Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there
when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

property@hodge
Full Estate
Agency
Services

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

01250 874441

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Evening and home visits by appointment

Liz Jenkins KFRP

36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

Kinesiology Federation Registered Practitioner

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors

REGAIN YOUR VITALITY
WITH KINESIOLOGY

Established 1871

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

We sell carpets, vinyl,
curtains and blinds.
Come in for
professional advice and
browse through our large
selection of samples
available to take home
We measure,
supply and fit
To get your FREE
quotation call

3 in 1 Concepts
One to One Consultations

01828 632141

liz.jenkins@live.co.uk
DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

01250 872361
e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk

FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS

JOHN SWINNEY

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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GrowBiz – Enterprising Rural Perthshire
GrowBiz provides a community-based enterprise support service throughout rural Perthshire. Our
‘Enterprising Rural Perthshire’ programme, with funding support from LEADER* provides support to anyone
who is considering becoming self-employed or starting (or growing) a small business or social enterprise.
This is regardless of your age or experience – in fact, it works right across the community to include people
from all backgrounds and sectors
All of our services are free and confidential. These include 1-1 meetings, peer support, learning sessions, mentoring, training and
networking opportunities. If you are thinking of starting an enterprise, or expanding an existing business, in rural Perthshire, more
information is available at the GrowBiz website: www.growbiz.co.uk Or email on connect@growbiz.co.uk to find out more, or make an
appointment.

Come along to our FREE Learning Sessions and Events!
We regularly hold Learning Sessions on a range of topics, and networking events throughout Perthshire. Our events are informal and
relaxed and everyone is welcome – whether you already run a business, have recently started up, or are just at the ‘thinking about it’
stage.
If you are interested but not sure about coming, don’t hesitate to get in touch and we can have a one-to-one chat so you can decide
whether they are for you – and find out if we can assist or support you in any other way.
Follow us on social media for news and updates - Facebook (@GrowBizPerthshire) and Twitter (@GrowBiz) as well as on Instagram. You
can also sign up to receive our Newsletters on the website.
*Rural Perth & Kinross LEADER provides funding and support for community and enterprise projects in rural Perthshire. More information
at: www.pkleader.org
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NOTICES
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.
Evening Service at 6.00pm on
First Sunday of each month.
(Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms.
New recruits are always most welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is
available for children under three).
For any special arrangements please contact
Sunday School staff.

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

Due to the temporary closure of St Mary’s Coupar
Angus, and building works in St Stephen’s
Blairgowrie, the Saturday vigil and Sunday 11am
masses will be held in St Catherine’s Episcopal
Church, St George Street, Blairgowrie,
PH10 6HA. See www.st-stephensblairgowrie.org.uk for more details.

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES

~~~
PRAYER GROUP
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).
~~~
THE GUILD
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm)
5th Apr—Local Wildlife Reserves - Scottish
Wildlife Trust, by Rachel Hunter
7th Apr—Coffee Morning Airlie St. Hall, 10am
19th Apr– Spring Council Meeting in
Blairgowrie Parish Church

NEW COMMUNICANTS
If you would like to become a member of
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the
Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

BINGO TEA.
The Menzies family are once
again holding a bingo tea in aid of
Marie Curie Care.
at the Town Hall
on Thursday, 24th May,
eyes down 7.30pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

APRIL
1st 11am Sung Eucharist
8th 11am Sung Eucharist
15th 11am Sung Eucharist
22nd 11am Sung Eucharist
29th 10.30am Joint Service at St. Anne’s,
Coupar Angus

Any donations of prizes, raffles, help
etc would be very much appreciated.
(Anne Menzies, 11a Airlie St.)

MAILINGS
Our continued challenge to ensure the
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to
implementing a charge for postal Voices.
An annual charge will apply to all
UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of producing the
Voice. To get your Voice by post,

Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk

~~~

We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...

THE CHURCH CHOIR
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
SPECIAL DATES
1st Apr—Easter Sunday-Meet at Airlie Street
Hall at 8.30am then walk to Hill of Alyth
followed by Breakfast in Church at 10am.
Normal Service at 11am
27th May—Concert by ’Chansons (Perth) in
the Church at 2.30pm

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice

DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure
the Voice remains free to every household. There
are 4 ways to donate:
1. Collection Tins in shops,
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the
secure PayPal system.
4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk

Tel: 01828 633 045
We now have a Facebook page
www.facebook.com/AlythFHP

Please support your Voice today.
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Recollections of an Ageing Shorthand Typist
By ‘Reluctant Shopper’

A recent discussion with my friend has brought me to the conclusion that some of my skills are well and truly
redundant. We are both marching through our 60s and concluded that, apart from a few forgetful moments, we are
managing to keep pace with the fast-changing modern world we live in. Or are we? We were having a deep
discussion returning from a regular trip to Edinburgh on the Gold Megabus (courtesy of the bus pass). As we drank
our coffee and ate our delicious empire biscuits, the conversation drifted into our past careers as secretaries.
We shared the intensive training we had received to equip us to become fully-qualified secretaries. As we compared
and contrasted our shorthand speed (at the time), we realised that this was a skill no longer in demand. I recalled
sitting with my notebook and pencil, taking pride in my Pitman's shorthand, my ability to transfer my boss's rants into
symbols and then, for the rest of the day, turn the shorthand into perfect letters ready for signature. This was a
personal triumph and my friend and I agreed that we took pride in our work. We recollected the sense of achievement
in completing a day's work full of shorthand, typing, copying. For my first few years, I worked with a manual typewriter
(a Royal as I recall). Again my training had equipped me to type at speed and – more importantly – without looking at
the keys (touch type). We recalled the noise of our typewriters as we bashed away at the keys. What a clatter!
The conversation drifted into the Gestetner duplicating machine. This magnificent machine which produced abundant
copies of whatever was needed at the time – a real cutting-edge piece of equipment in its day. Some readers may
recall the long-drawn-out procedure which entailed typing your report or whatever on a specially-prepared sheet.
Each clack of the typewriter keys created an impression on the sheet and, when the document was completed, it was
ready for copying. What about typing mistakes you may ask. I have a strong memory of the foul-smelling red liquid
which was used to paint over any errors, allowing it to dry and then re-type over the error. Once complete the
document was attached to the Gestetner machine, press a button for the number of copies and “Bob's your uncle”.
Is there any demand for these skills today? The day's work, which I had trained hard to do, is as extinct as the dodo.
In seconds, the same work can be completed in the blink of an eye. Who needs 140 words per minute shorthand?
Accurate typing can easily be obtained by pressing the delete button. All these skills have been replaced by a
machine which can be slipped into your back pocket – the mobile phone. If there are any Gestetner machines still
about, they should take pride of place in a museum for forgotten office equipment!
The conversation with my friend drifted into the young people of today and if they will encounter the same sense of
their skills becoming out of date. For instance, I wonder how today's young drivers will adapt to the “driverless” car. I
understand this vehicle has already been manufactured and it's not a matter of if it will become available to the general
public but when. Gone will be the exhilaration of sitting behind the wheel of your first car after passing your driving test.
Instead, the driving test may be replaced by showing your ability to programme the vehicle for its journey. What a leap
of faith that may be? Today's drivers may be looking back to the days when their car had a steering wheel!
Meanwhile, as our bus journey came to an end, my friend and I both agreed that we were trying to keep abreast of
everyday modern technology and if not living life in the fast lane at least we were still in the race.

Across

Down

1.
4.
5.
7.
8.
9.
11.
14.
16.
18.
19.
20.
22.
23.
24.

2.
3.
6.
7.
10.
12.
13.
15.
17.
21.

RESPECT—Hold in high esteem
BLOCKAGE—Obstruction
SOFA—Couch
BOTTLE—Glass container for liquid
AUTHORISE—Approve
ROBIN—Small bird with red breast
BASHFUL—Shy, modest
AWKWARD—Clumsy
RIPE—Ready to harvest
PIP—Seed in fruit
COURTESY—Politeness
STENCH—Offensive smell
REFURBISH—Renovate
FIDGET—Move restlessly
INTELLIGENT—Clever
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START—Begin
BALLOON—Hot air-filled bag
PRESUMPTUOUS—Over-confident,arrogant
BEAK—Bill of bird
RAISIN—Dried grape
NANNY—Childs nurse
BLIZZARD—Blinding snowstorm
DETOUR—Alternative route
AVERSE—Opposed to
CANINE—Related to dog

Thrifty One

From the Community, For the Community
Opening times: 10am—4pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Phone: Anne 07592 338449.(speak or leave a message)
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com
For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please like & share us with your friends.
The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise. Thanks!

I think by now everyone in Alyth knows the THRIFTY ONE formula by now
You give , we kindly accept , we convert , we give. simple !
And this month we are very happy to apply this formula to
ALYTH VOICE £250

OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB £250

We try very hard to make the best of all donations , and we never want to offend any one ,
so a little reminder of what we are not allowed to take .
• Any safety helmets , bike , horse riding , work
• Downies , pillows
• Baby car seats
• Out of date food
When you think we take just about anything else it really is a very small list , so thank you in
advance for not bringing these items to us , because we hate saying no at Thrifty One .
We asked in last months voice if you thought you might like to volunteer with us , please
give it some consideration and come in for a chat with us, maybe arrange to come in for an
hour just to see what goes on , i hope you might enjoy it .And if its not for you then that's
fine , we would be happy you gave us a shot .
On the subject of volunteers we would like to introduce some of them to you over the next
few months , we love the voices " interview with " page and thought what a great idea for our
volunteers , imitation is the best form of flattery after all .
The first volunteer we would like to introduce you to is Isabel McCarron the first and longest
serving volunteer .

Our "Thrifty One super model ! "

Isabel
Isabel and Robert came to live in Alyth in 2013 from Stonehaven , but is a Glasgow girl
through and through she can not hide her Glasgow DNA , a great laugh ,feisty at times , and
generous to a fault .
The next couple of years took her up and down to Stonehaven caring for her mum alongside
her sister Francis ,who comes along to help at Thrifty One any time she visits Isabel , hi
" What a turkey , but you wear it well "
Francis .
After her mum sadly passed she became very unsettled and realised she had to make
an effort to " Get out there " so in the hairdressers one day found out Briony , who lived across the road from her, was the
manager of a new venture setting up in Alyth to raise money for local groups and charities . So Isabel wrote a letter to Ruth ,
Gordon Brown and Briony , introducing herself and saying she would love to help at Thrifty One . And it was from then on that
Alyth became a real community rather than just a place to live for Isabel .
Isabel has asked me to take this opportunity to say thank you to Ruth and Gordon not only for all they have done for Alyth , but
for turning her life around when she needed a life line which Thrifty One provided through volunteering , she now has many
friends and really loves being part of a great community .
So Isabel , what's the funniest donation you have seen? "A Christmas turkey hat , which of course I HAD to put on"
The most exciting donation? "A gorgeous Radley handbag , which sold very quickly !! "
Isabel would like to ask for your help , " My husband has lost his engagement ring after a bad fall . Engraved inside were the
names Isabel and Robert and the date 18.5.68 it is a gold square ring with R McC engraved on the face, contact numbers
01828632338 / 07874214624 Thank You .
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ALYTH GOLF CLUB - part of the community for 123 years
With four golf courses on its very doorstep,
Alyth must be for its size one of the best
equipped towns in Scotland for devotees of the
ancient game.
Two of those courses are in the care of Alyth
Golf Club, which has been a core part of the
Alyth community for 123 years.
“We currently have about 660 members,” says
Club administrator Gill Murray, “and many of
them live in and around Alyth, which is a large
chunk of the local population. We also have a
lot of members who live in Dundee and
Blairgowrie.
“As a membership club, our members come first,” she adds, “whether it’s booking a tee time or just coming in for a
coffee or a snack. We’re known as a very friendly club: we can match up new members with current members or
other new members if they need a playing partner, and even arrange lift sharing for people travelling from further
afield.”
The first nine-hole course at Alyth was designed by the master course-builder himself, Old Tom Morris of St
Andrews, way back in 1895. Around 40 years later, the famous designer James Braid completed the extension to a
full 18 holes, stretching over more than 6,250 yards.
In the last couple of years, the Club has added a nine-hole course to its portfolio by taking on the running of part of
the former Glenisla Golf Course. There’s also the short six-hole ‘Pee Wee’ course suitable for beginners and juniors
just starting out.
Marketing Convener Dave Barclay says: “As well challenging courses in a beautiful and tranquil setting, our
facilities for members are great - very spacious changing areas, great catering and social areas. We also have
really dedicated members who devote time and enthusiasm to welcoming new members and junior members.
“We aim to cater for all levels of skill and interest, and we can offer a wide range of subscriptions to suit all pockets,
and unlike some other clubs there’s no joining fee at the start.
“This year we’re launching a new range of introductory sessions for kids, structured to cater for different age groups
and levels of ability. These range from taster sessions, up to group and individual coaching programmes all priced
very competitively. We’ve also got the new driving range completed last year.”
But there’s more to Alyth Golf Club than just great golf - the members are also keen supporters of local charity fundraising.
“We donate rounds of golf and other prizes to help local causes and projects such as Alyth Creates coming up this
May,” says Dave. “We also hold fund-raising tournaments and social events to raise money for local and national
causes. Last year we raised getting on for £10,000 for the Sick Children’s Hospital, Riding for the Disabled, the Air
Ambulance, the RNLI and for the flood recovery work in the town.”
If you’re tempted to get involved, find out more at http://www.alythgolfclub.co.uk and on Facebook.
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NOTICES
ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club

Don’t have access
to email?
It’s FREE in the

March Draw

(with thanks to Jen at Alyth Dental Care)

Airlie Street Library

1st - £50 - 21 - Mrs A Suttie
2nd - £30 - 2 - Mrs L Don
3rd - £20 - 30 - Mr D Ross
——————
Thank you to all who have returned subscriptions for the
forthcoming 12 monthly draws. If you haven’t done so already
please have them back to me by the end of April.
Thank you. Liz

THANK YOU

AGM

Many thanks to everyone who sent cards, flowers & get
well wishes following my heart op.
They fairly cheered me up!
A huge thank you especially for my Mum & Dad who have
been amazing. Love you both xx
Lynn Muir

TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY 10TH MAY
IN AIRLIE STREET BAR LOUNGE
AT 7.30PM
ALL WELCOME
Please come along to share your views, ideas and be
involved in YOUR Lights.

THANK YOU VOICETEERS
Wendy Cameron is finishing as a Voiceteer with effect from
May, her loyal service has been very much appreciated.
Carol Coe has agreed to take on board Wendy's delivery
round - welcome to Carol !

THE COFFEE CYCLE
Meet every Wednesday morning.
Alyth Square 9.30am
For a cycle in search of coffee and cake.
All welcome.
Destination decided on the day.
Interested?
Call/text Pat 07583297408 Or just turn up. See you there!

The reserve list for Voiceteers is rather depleted due to
recent retirals, moves etc and new volunteers would be
most welcome - please contact me if you are willing / able
to commit to roughly 1 hour per month delivering the Voice
locally. delivery@alythvoice.co.uk or call 07938 643979

Glenisla SWRI
Meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm
Contact Mrs Hilary Lawrence (president) 01828 633112
or Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582205

Glenisla Church (SCIO)
Charity number SCO44459

New Members Welcome

There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church,
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake /
biscuits to follow. Open to everyone.
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work
with the Vine Trust.
The next dates will be as follows:

Thursday 8th March 2018 @ 7.30pm
Entertainment with Freewheelin Joyce Ramsay and friends
this is an open night so all welcome
Thurday 5th April 2018 @ 7.30pm
Card Making with Kathleen McInnes
Membership £20.00

Visitors £3.00

3rd December –Roger Klegg and the Strathmore Singers
24th December – Watchnight Service – 11:30pm

Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

10.10am to 11.30am
1.40pm to 3.00pm

Contact details: Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO,
Alrick, Glenisla, PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,
Glenisla, PH11 8PG

Town Square
Town Square
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NOTICES
Alyth & District Pipe Band

Alyth Senior Citizens'
Lunch & Socialising Club

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new
or experienced members, either pipes or
drums.
Wednesday night practise in
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm.
For more information please
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.

Strathmore Tots
Alyth

Baby and Toddler Group
Monday and now also Wednesday
mornings 9.30am to 11.30am
Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth
Whether you're a first time Mum or Dad or
have a larger family,
come along to our local friendly group for
a cuppa and a chat with other parents
while the wee ones play. Grandparents
and Carers also welcome.
£2 per family, this includes a snack
for the toddlers and as much tea and
coffee as you can drink!

Meigle Art Group
The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall
10am 12pm
New Members Welcome
Equipment can be provided for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on a Tuesday
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
Marja Dalziel
Tom Dalziel
John Eggleston

958498 (Walk Leader)
632674 (Walk Leader)
633032 (Walk Leader).
633032 (Walk Leader).
633965 (Walk Leader).

To keep up to date with what we have on
and where, join our Facebook
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth.

Or for more information call or text

07807591868

Scottish Charity No. SCO44910

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of
Alyth Primary School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

(Perth & Kinross Healthy
Communities Project)
Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146

New members & volunteers
welcome
Exercise Group - Mondays 10am
in the Airlie Street Hall
Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)
Next lunches:
30th April
Would you like a lift to the Lunches?
Telephone 632023

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Gordon Coutts

ALYTH
GIRL GUIDE HUT
FOR RENT or HIRE

Contact Irene for details:

632439

Is a Collection Point for

USED SPECTACLES
for VISION 2020
“The Right to Sight Project”
For further information on the project,
please contact
Pam Robertson,
Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street,
Forfar
Tel: 01307 462461
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CALLY CRAFTERS
Bridge of Cally Hall
Every Thursday
1.30 - 3.30 pm

Traditional and contemporary crafts
and all abilities
Come along for a free taster session, or
contact 01828 633083 for more details

CRIGHTONS
CYCLES

Luxury Self Catering
Holiday Cottages
Auchteralyth, Alyth
PH11 8JT

t: 01575 530474
www.auchteralythsteadings.co.uk
Dogs & Cats and their well
behaved owners are welcome

•
•
•
•

New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

Could you feel better?
Re-balance your mental, physical and
emotional wellbeing with Homeopathy
-----

Bio-energy - Silent Counselling

07770 985736

angela@homeopathyperthshire.co.uk

THANK YOU
I’d just like to thank everyone who
baked, helped, supported and came
along to my coffee morning on Sat 24th
Feb in aid of CRUK. I’d also like to
thank all the local business’s in Alyth &
Blairgowrie who donated to the raffle.
You all helped raise £845 for CRUK.
Thank you to each and every one of
you. Helen Nicoll

MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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NOTICES
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT

Thank you to the many local people who
have handed in ink cartridges, mobile
phones etc for recycling. The charity which
provided the collection facility and contributed to NSPCC no longer operates that
service.

in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm

We have sourced a new collector for ink
cartridges although not as yet for other
items. Please continue to bring your ink
cartridges only down to the Health Centre
until further notice. Thank you.

From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1. 1850s to date, there are now over
6,500 photographs of local people,
schools, businesses, events, views,
weddings, etc
2. Parish records from 1623—1854
3. Baptism records from 1900s to
date
4. 6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for Alyth’s
3 cemeteries
5. Publications & memorabilia over
150yrs

ADMISSION FREE

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player req. /
Music CDs and Videos
Telephone
01250 872 905 for details

Public Consultation on
Redevelopment
of the Alyth burn side
Airlie Street Hall
Saturday 28th April
10am to 3pm
(In conjunction with Alyth in Bloom
coffee morning)

See the article in this Voice for
fuller details

THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT AND
TODDLER GROUP
Every Friday (Term Time)
10am – 12pm
Isla Primary School- Community Hall
All Welcome
Find us on Facebook

Please join us to give your ideas

Alyth Library
(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun-

Closed

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm
Friday
9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

Alyth Library
Calling all
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library
windows

WEEKLY
POPPINS
HOUSEKEEPING

Domestic or Commercial
Regular Weekly
Holiday Home Prep
Deep Clean - One off Clean

Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

References available

07583074717

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

PAPER TRAIL

Do you have stories you
would like to share?
Paper Trail can help you to
record the chapters that
matter most through a
bespoke service of interviews
and printed copy.

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

JIM MORRICE

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support

Tel:01828 633 137
Beginners Welcome!

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Contact: liz@papertrail-ink.uk
Gift vouchers available

SINGING, PIANO,
THEORY TUITION

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL)

01828 633977

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
Be

in The Alyth Voice
ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

Alyth Walkers
Tour of Fife. February’s walk started from Balmerino Abbey
and linked to Bottomcraig and on to Gauldry via a “coffin
path”. The track in Dandies wood gave stunning views of the
Fife hills and east towards St Andrews Bay. Arriving in the
hamlet of Kilmany with its beautiful old cottages, the group
stopped to admire the statue of Jim Clark who was born in
Kilmany.
Following the now disused railway line for a short distance
before picking up tracks skirting Shambleton Hill, the group
arrived back in Gauldry where we took an alternative track
back to Balmerino Abbey, where we admired the carpet of
snowdrops and aconites, and the ancient tree in the abbey
grounds.
If you would like to join the group walks please contact Sue
on 01828 632624 or email alythwalkers@btinternet.com.

Pitcrocknie 70’s DISCO
LIVE Music by Pepper Pot

7th April, 7pm till late
27th May, 3pm—6pm

(outdoor fun with climbing wall)
Tickets for 7th April & 27th May from Restaurant
(booking recommended for all dates)

High Tea Every Sunday 12pm—6pm
Check our Facebook page or in-house for our menus

ALL FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR
Meetings~Conferences~Weddings~Funerals
Call to discuss: 01828 629141
OPENING HOURS
Mon—Sat: 10am—4.30pm Breakfast & Lunches
Fri-Sat: 9.30am—9pm Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Sunday: 9.30am—6pm Breakfast & Sunday Service
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farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
• wills & executries • employment law

SHEAR SUCCESS
12 Airlie Street Alyth

01828 633234

Monday Closed
Tues: 10am - 3 pm
Wed: 10am - 5pm
(appts available with Zoe)
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:

9am - 5pm
9am - 5pm
9am - 1pm

2-6 Market Square
Alyth

01828958040

Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am - 4.00pm
Serving breakfast, light bites,
lunches and delicious cakes!
Barista coffee, Hot chocolates & Teas
as well as a selection of cold drinks
and milkshakes all available
to sit in or take away.

C Max

Children's menu, highchairs
and baby changing facilities

Garden Services Alyth

Free WiFi and Loyalty Cards.

All aspects undertaken
22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting,
tree & plant pruning and shaping, border
maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all
types), slabbing & block paving,
landscaping, turfing & grass seeding,
driveways & patio power washing.

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk

• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater

From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor
For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home

SALE OF ALYTH SCENES
POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.
-----------------------------------------------

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284

www.weemachines.co.uk

E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com
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Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

A FESTIVAL FOR THE TOWN
Alyth Arts and Crafts Guild have been beavering away to organise
the second Alyth Creates Festival; an event which encompasses
art, music, performance, heritage and the outdoors.
Having received funding from the National Lottery, Proctor Group,
Thrifty One and numerous local businesses The Guild have done
their utmost to lay on a wide spectrum of events which they hope will bring even more
visitors to the town and give Alyth residents some new experiences. With creative
writing workshops, demos, open studios exhibitions and the Artists and Makers Fair,
there will be plenty of choice for all. But it doesn’t stop with the Arts.
Talks will tell of epic adventures in the mountains and on horseback. An evening of
verse and song featuring Glasgow poet/playwright Bruce Whittingham, and the
beautiful sounds of Plaidsong (Dr. Nicola Cowmeadow and Sid House MBE) promises
to enthral: tales and folk songs of battles, Caterans and more. Visitors will be
encouraged to bring a picnic to this entertaining gathering.
We hope some will be tempted to take on the challenges of the 11mile Cateran Trail
Run from Glenisla to Alyth. Regardless, feel free to cheer runners on as they come off
the Alyth Hill into the town. Archery, a guided walk and bike ride will be several of the
events being hosted by The Barony. Also, the annual Making Tracks mountain bike
event is this year integrating itself with the Alyth Creates weekend.
Funds from a “Spring Serenade” by Perth`s Chansons choir will go to the Parish
Church. Bespooked Tours will be taking members of the public on a spine-tingling trip
around the streets of Alyth. As if that wasn’t enough, the town will be alive with the
sight and sound of Professor Lars Cook, expert on Scottish battles and ancient
weaponry who`ll be spending a good deal of the three days around Alyth in various
guises.
The list is ongoing and the programme bursting at the seams. Brochures will be
available mid-April. In the meantime please keep in regular contact by liking and sharing
our Facebook page - Alyth Creates and also check out the Alyth Arts and Crafts Guild
website as the brochure nears completion.
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J & J HOWE
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service

Where your smile is important

Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal

General Dentistry
Dental Hygiene
Crowns & Bridges
Cosmetics
Veneers
Whitening

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
We now work with several other auction company's but
still provide,
House Clearances
Goods taken to Auction
Disposal Service
Valuations
Pre-sale Advice given

Our aim is to provide a preventative
approach to dentistry, where we will
cater for the needs of the whole family.
We are a modern dental practice,
offering high quality dental care to Alyth
and the surrounding area.

01828 633313
REGULAR HOURS

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP

Mon - Tues
9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday
By arrangement only

We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains.
For further details of all these services phone 01250
872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

info@alythdental.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE

28

Public Consultation on Redevelopment
of Alyth burn side
A public consultation is planned for Saturday 28th April in Airlie Street Hall to allow the community of Alyth to give comments on
the proposed redevelopment of the burn side from Market Square up to the Packbridge. This will be held in conjunction with
Alyth in Bloom’s fund-raising coffee morning.
When I arrived in Alyth some 18 years ago, the burn was bordered by flowering cherry trees, the beds planted with roses---but
the roses were old and in need of replacement. The council---I think—planted the bamboo that exists today, much lower
maintenance. (As an aside, did you know that almost 50% of the effort spent by the council is for maintenance of land which is
NOT owned by the council---no, neither did I until recently)
As mentioned in previous Voice articles, Alyth in Bloom have been working with various groups on what to do about the burn
side.
So what have we done since?
We’ve carried out an informal—very informal—survey of what the folks of Alyth think about the current planting. “It’s a bit of a
mess” was the kindest assessment heard. Other comments would singe the edge of the pages of the Voice! The desire for
change came across strongly.
At the advice of our mentors in PKC Greenspace, we applied to have our project to redevelop the burn side approved by Take a
Pride in Perth and Kinross Association (TAPK) --Alyth in Bloom is a member. We were successful.
This means that TAPK will match, £ for £, any money we-Alyth in Bloom-raise, up to £10,000 via the Community Environmental
Challenge Fund (CECF)---don’t worry there will not be an exam on what the abbreviations all mean. You may raise your
eyebrows at the figure of £10,000 but this will be a very expensive exercise.
Next, we had a “tree man” from PKC come to assess which of the existing trees could remain after any change. Answer was
most; just a few self-seeded and really sick trees should come out.
Would we have permission from the landowner to progress with our ideas? (No, the burn side is NOT owned by PKC, just
maintained.) Agreement in principle was obtained.
Two major items remain. To put down on paper a drawing of what the finished article will look like, incorporating as many items
from our “wish list” as possible or feasible e.g. needs to be useful and usable, seating to take advantage of the views to the
Packbridge and the Arches, area for sculpture/statue to reflect Alyth’s rich history, raised and ground level planting beds, etc.
plus low maintenance since Alyth in Bloom will be responsible for that maintenance. A landscape architect has been employed
to produce a drawing.
This project will be expensive, several tens of thousands of pounds probably. Alyth in Bloom does not have much money so we
will need to go out seeking grant money. In this we will have help from a company, which has expertise in doing just that.
The landscape architect and the financial advisor come at the recommendation of TAPK Association.
In Airlie Street Hall on Saturday 28th April, Alyth in Bloom will be holding a fund-raising coffee morning. In conjunction with that
and extending into the afternoon, we will hold a public consultation where we ask the people of Alyth what they think of the
proposals for the redesign, redevelopment of the burn side. What do we need from the people of Alyth? We need your
agreement and support to continue or to hear major disagreements you may have to any proposal.
Please join us
Airlie Street Hall, Saturday 28th April, 10am to 3pm
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VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH
01828 633660

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out
what it can do for you, prices start from £79!

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments

Greatly improves fuel economy

(please phone by 9.30am)
•
•

Noticeably improved vehicle performance
Improves engine response
Considerably lower emissions

Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life
with Terraclean carbon removal
Gives immediate drive-away results
– book now to feel the difference instantly!

Northlands Nursing Home

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
• Highly qualified stable staff team
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
• Home cooked choice of meals
• Secure gardens
• Some fully funded places available
Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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Glenisla golf course plans - the debate continues
Plans to build more than 200 houses and a dementia care complex on the former Glenisla Golf Course are continuing
to divide opinion across the Alyth community.
One reader dismissed the lengthy article from Glenisla Developments Ltd (GDL) in last month’s Alyth Voice as “purely
a PR document…attempting to justify the build by appealing to our human instincts and concerns for the elderly.
“There are something like 28 references to dementia, care, individual well-being, nursing home, elderly down-sizers
and the like, and only one use of the term ‘infrastructure’,” this reader continues, “…still no mention of the simple need
for roads, schools, medical centre, shops, parking problems, more doctors, more teachers etc.”
The reader also criticises GDL for declining to give an accurate figure for the likely population increase, and accuses
them of “using our concerns for the elderly in order to gain permission to build a large development and avoid the
expense of improving the necessary infrastructure.
“To permit this build without guarantees to improve the infrastructure would allow GDL to ignore our concerns and
leave Alyth much worse off,” the reader concludes.
Another reader points out that outline planning permission already exists for 120 new houses on the site between the
ends of St Ninian’s Road and Albert Street, and that 27 of those houses are awaiting detailed permission following the
January meeting of Perth & Kinross Council’s planning committee.
For their part, GDL are insisting that “only small numbers of houses will be built over several phases and local
planners/council are being involved at all stages to ensure that any transport issues are mitigated by road
improvements, traffic control etc.”
They also say that moving the development to another site in Alyth itself wouldn’t work because they have “expended
a large amount of cash on obtaining planning consents and working up the masterplan/design…GDL would have to
start this process (again) and take a new risk.”
They also reject claims the development would be bad for wildlife, claiming that “planning department ecology parties
have confirmed that there will be no impact on wildlife in the development due to ponds/tree/burns being retained,…
new trees being planted and the "back burn" being opened out.”
GDL are stressing that “this will be a long-term project addressing a well-documented demand for housing and care
for the elderly, (providing) a range of walking, relaxation, cycling, golfing areas for residents,” as well as bringing
economic, employment and community benefits.
Finally, one reader contacted us to say that “the negative spin applied to the development is perhaps a bit harsh,”
pointing out that the St Ninian’s Road and Albert Street developments could have just as much adverse impact on
traffic.
This reader also welcomes the possible economic benefits, questioning whether the banks would still be open in the
town with a larger population.
“Should such a development kick off,” the reader continues, “the bakers, newsagents, supermarkets and hotels would
thrive, with employment opportunities prevailing as well. Much-needed income would materialise (and) planners would
ensure sewerage would be addressed, along with education provision, which the council applies a levy to new builds
for.
“A development on that scale. Bring it on. Care provision built in, even better.”
As ever, let us know what you think about the proposals either way. Contact editor@alythvoice.co.uk
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New Eastern Perthshire Youth Alliance
In the summer of 2018 we hope to develop a more strategic approach to youth work in Eastern Perthshire. This will see
three youth groups from neighbouring towns work more closely together to improve opportunities for young people. The
three youth groups are AYP from Alyth, CAYAG from Coupar Angus, and SCYD from Blairgowrie.
The initiative is funded by Rural Perth and Kinross LEADER Programme and will take a three step approach:
Strengthening the three organisations and their ability to work together
Extensive consultations with the whole community and particularly young people
A full programme of well promoted youth activities
Our vision for summer 2019 is:
“Young people in Eastern Perthshire are encouraged to be front and centre of a thriving youth work
environment. This is aided by a growing amount of local people skilled in working with young people;
and a system that enables us to meet the changing needs of the young people”
As the vision suggests, young people will be front and centre of decision making and lead on their youth work provision; We
will work hard to increase our amount of youth work staff and volunteers; and we hope to have a greater degree of
partnership working and joined up thinking from those who work with young people.
Public Consultations
To improve the lives of young people aged 11-26 in Eastern Perthshire and are extremely keen to hear your views on how
we can achieve this. If you have any positive stories about young people, please let us know? Do you know of any
services, clubs, or groups who cater for and are well used by young people? Let us know about any issues concerning
young people which are important to you , all this information will help us shape our approach.
At the end of March, we will release a short survey to gather the publics’ views. This is only five or six short questions and
we would be very grateful if you could spare five minutes to complete it.
In the meantime, to provide any views or ideas relating to how to improve the lives of young people in Eastern
Perthshire please email or call Alan at:
alan@scyd.org.uk or pop into SCYD for a chat at Wellmeadow House, Gas Brae, Blairgowrie, PH106AY (overlooking
the bus terminus and in front of the Co-operative). Or phone 01250872121
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The Isla Parishes (SC031461)
On 15th March 2018 the congregation and
members of the Isla Parishes were delighted to
welcome their new minister Reverend Stephen
Blakey who was inducted to the charge of the Isla
Parishes on a 60/40 split with the West Area
Angus Ministry with an Angus Presbytery service.
He and his wife Christine moved into Balduff
House (the manse) earlier in the week just as the
Mini Beast from the East was making its return to
Kilry but were not deterred by the weather. The
following Sunday Neil Gardner of Canongate
Church in Edinbugh and formerly of Alyth Parish
Church gave a lovely service where Stephen was
preached in..

Stephen & Christine Blakey

The congregation has been very fortunate to have had an excellent
interim moderator during the vacancy - Reverend Brian Ramsay.
Brian is seen here, on the left, accepting a gift from treasurer Edith
Koller for his invaluable help and assistance over the past 19
months. Acting session clerk Ian Ramsay chaired this presentation
along with one to Stephen and pretty bouquets were given to the
two ministers’ wives – as a thank you and a welcome.

Easter Services to be held in Isla Parishes Church Kilry:
Maundy Thursday 29th March evening Communion service, 7.00pm, to be led by Reverend Stephen Blakey
Good Friday: quiet reflective time in church from 12.00 – 3.00 pm with input of readings and music on the hour and
half hour.
On Easter Sunday morning there is an early walk up Formal Hill (by kind permission of David Bryce) with a short
Easter service led by the minister followed by bacon rolls back in the church. All are welcome and should meet at
Middleton farm road end at 8.00am. Any dogs must be on leads as it is the lambing season.
The Easter Sunday morning service will be at the usual time of 10.00am.

Forthcoming Social and Fundraising events in the Isla Parishes
Coffee Morning and Plant Sale on 12th May in Airlie Village Hall 10 – 12noon.
This is always an event worth putting in your diary as already plans are being made to by the gardeners among us.
Silent Auction on 19th September in Ogilvie Rooms, Alyth - More details later.
Alyth Coffee morning on 3rd November in Airlie Street Hall – date for your diary
Photographs: Jill Aitchison
Text: Jenny Ralston
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Make or Break Year for the Alyth Halls Association
The recent very cold weather and the resulting intermittent problems with the Town Hall heating system caused us some shortterm problems. We apologise to the hall-users affected.
As was mentioned in the February edition of the Voice, the Association are on the look-out for new Committee members to
ensure a bright future for the Town Hall and the Ogilvie Rooms. The management and running of the venues has required more
and more time and resources to ensure that our hall-users receive the best of service. This is against the backdrop of a steady
reduction in the number of Committee members and office-bearers.
Currently we have six Committee members/office-bearers. Our Treasurer Jessie McLean has decided to retire after many years
of sterling service, but thankfully has agreed to continue to handle our grant applications as she has done for a long time. This is
a huge relief to the Committee and we thank Jessie for her continued commitment. However, her retirement as Treasurer will
reduce our numbers on the Committee to five. In order to survive and thrive the Committee estimates the Alyth Halls Association
needs a minimum of 10 Committee members/office-bearers. It is not an exaggeration to say that if we do not get new blood on
the Committee then during 2018 we will have to make some very difficult decisions.
The AGM of the Association takes place on Tuesday 17th May 2018 in the Lesser Town Hall. We believe that there are
community-minded citizens of the town who would be willing to give a few hours a month to the Association to ensure that the
venues continue to benefit the community.
If you are interested in helping us ensure that the Halls Association keeps going and continues to meet the needs of a growing
community please get in touch with Sandy McCurdy (Secretary). Sandy will be pleased to answer any questions and explain
what the plans are for the coming months..
Sandy McCurdy
Email – smccurdy51@aol.com
Mobile – 07725 472243

Perthshire Brass
In my last PB report I said that we hoped to do well at the Scottish
Championships – well, we did! We put on a great performance of
‘Napoleon on the Alps’ and left the stage smiling. There had been a
couple of small clips but overall we had played it the way we had
intended, When it came to the results, we were actually a wee bit disappointed to only come 3rd!
However, having thought about it over a few drinks that night (and a karaoke), we agreed that we
are too busy for the National Finals this year and that 3rd was just fine!
To top off a good month, our youth band played at ‘Perform in
Perth’ for the first time ever, and topped the scores with 90 points
and an honours certificate. The kids were delighted, and our tuba
player Jamie (pictured) has demanded a medal be made for all of
the ‘heroes’!
We are off to Bydgoszcz in July (the weekend before the AYP
trip) and everyone and between now and then we have 14
concerts, 1 competition, and of course our coffee morning in Alyth
on Saturday 23rd June. Hopefully by then we will have had news about
funding applications and we will have
started the process of equipping the
band with new instruments – most of the
ones we currently play are over 20 years
old and showing signs of a life well
lived…
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ALYTH MUSICAL SOCIETY
The Deadwood Stage will be arriving shortly!
Thanks to all those who braved the Windy City last month and joined us at the bowling club for our afternoon of musical
memories. The event was well attended with around 50 trailblazing pioneers crossing the frontier.
There’s still time to get tickets for Calamity Jane, the 70th production to be staged by Alyth Musical Society.
The stage musical originated as a live adaption of Calamity Jane, the 1953
Warner Bros. movie musical with Doris Day. (Spoiler Warning!)
The story centres around Deadwood City's two most famous peace officers,
Calamity Jane and Wild Bill Hickock, who get involved in saving the neck of
Henry Miller, the local saloon operator. It seems that "Millie" has been promoting
a beautiful actress named Frances Fryer, but Frances turns out to be a boy,
Francis. Millie's attempt to cover up is soon unmasked by the angry miners, and
only Calamity can cool the crowd with her trusty pistols. To keep the peace,
Calamity sets out for Chicago to bring back the miner's real heart-throb, Adelaide
Adams. In Chicago Calamity mistakes Adelaide's maid, Katie Brown, for the
actress and hauls her back to Deadwood. Onstage Katie is greeted warmly but
breaks down and confesses that she is not the famous star. Calamity once more
must restore order and persuades the audience to give Katie a chance. They do,
and she wins the heart of every male in town including Calamity's dashing love
hope, Lt. Danny Gilmartin. Calamity reluctantly overcomes her jealousy over
losing Danny and discovers her true love for Wild Bill.
The show contains several well-known songs including “The Deadwood Stage”,
“Secret Love” and “Black hills of Dakota.”
Audience members can expect a fun filled night of action music and romance.
Please come along and support an Alyth institution.
Calamity Jane runs from 17th and 21st April ay Alyth Town Hall.

It’s Spring?
A late spring is a trial, the memory of which is engraved in the minds of those who experience it. Will winter 2017/2018 be
remembered in this way? I don’t know. It just seems to have been rather weird: never especially cold, never overwhelmingly
snowy, nor heavily flooded, just late.
To tell you the truth I don’t at all want to write about late winters, not least because I am not sure that this one is over yet. It is
true that things are a bit milder, but there is word that it is going to get colder again, at least for a while: Perhaps a White
Easter? With any luck by the time you read this it will be early April and things will be on the up. Or will they? I remember the
Spring of 1981 when there was heavy snow in April. And then again, a heavy fall one night in early May sometime in the
1980s. As you may recollect old hands will tell you that we have no climate, but a lot of weather. If there is a climate it
comprises ‘nine months of winter and three months of gey coarse weather’.
One of those random emails arrived keen for me to buy an organic supplement to counter the ‘Worst Spring conditions since
1982’. An application of this magic would ensure strong growth in crop plants that would otherwise not flourish and from which
little could be expected in the way of a crop at harvest time. Was the advertiser right in that claim of ‘Worst Spring conditions
since 1982’? May be.
Since then a corespondent has written to say that he saw his first wheatear of the year on 15 March while out for a walk on
the Bamff Hill. He also saw a nuthatch for the first time in this part of the world near Fyal. The nuthatch is extending its range
north, probably in response to climate change.
The melting of the snow revealed a great abundance of vole runs. Every now and then I have been able to note a place where
they have been stripping rushes and leaving little white scatterings of naked stems on the ground.
Geese have been flying over, heading north to their breeding grounds in Iceland and the Arctic. The morning chorus is
building up. I look out for the ‘Teatcha, teatcha!’ call of the great tit. That pair of moor hens is definitely up to something under
the rhododendrons of the beaver pool east of the drive.
The sight of a red kite that hung around all day a couple of weeks ago was an unexpected excitement. I wondered if a mate
would arrive and if they would nest near us, but so far there is no sign that this has happened. Kites are often to be seen on
the bit of the A9 as you head down for Auchterarder, but are not common around here yet. It is a pleasure to see their
graceful, buoyant flight.
Spring is on its way and then, no doubt, we shall enjoy those ‘three months of gey coarse weather’ we call summer.
Paul Ramsay
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ALYTH & DISTRICT
AGRICULTRAL SHOW

DONATIONS
Your Alyth Voice as a FREE Newsletter, written,
designed and delivered by local volunteers and
depends heavily on precious advertisers and of course
on donations from you and our friends across the world.
Therefore, it would make sense to make donating as
easy a process as possible.

ANNUAL DINNER DANCE

The best methods of donating to the Voice are:
ELECTRONIC BANKING
CASH or CHEQUE
(via our donation boxes in the town)
Or via PayPal.
You should know that we are charged a small premium
which is deducted from your donation for using PayPal

11th May 2018 7.30
Piperdam Resort
£35 per ticket
Info @ tickets from
James@Aberbothrie.co.uk

If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send
money to The Alyth Voice using
the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use
the PayPal me link shown below:
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice
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Update from Callum Miller’s Bangladesh adventure
The adventure continues and the last month has been full of surprises – not least learning to dance (Bangladesh style) which I
had to perform at our first Community Action Day in front of 700 people! It has proved to be very popular and I am now called
the “Dancing Man” and get lots of high fives from the village children.

We have also been making the most of our days off – going shopping for presents for the family, visiting temples and we had an
encounter with an elephant on our way home one day. Was an amazing experience and I had no idea their skin was soft. It was
bittersweet however when we found out the keeper had a stick with a sharp hook on the end and the elephant was bleeding on
his leg.

The main job we do here is teaching, which includes English, health education and sexual health. But we are also keen to do
something practical and try and make a difference in an immediate and practical way. We are limited to what we can do
however as we are here for educational purposes and politically we must stick to our remit. However, dysentery is a huge
problem here particularly with the children so we came up with the idea to try and install some simple hand washing facilities
outside the toilets at the school. These are incredibly simple and are operated using your foot and called a “tippy tap”. We have
just installed our first one which has proved very popular with the kids and we hope to install a few more in the village.
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On a personal level, the time here has flown by and I will be back in about four weeks although I can tell you I am looking
forward to eating something other than rice and using a normal toilet!! See you all soon.
Callum Miller

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP

Pavel and Magda - Chapter Three Pavel’s Story
Chapter 3 – Pavel’s Story
In August 1939 Pavel joined the Polish Army in readiness for war. Morale was high amongst his battalion that they could defend
Poland long enough for the allies to mobilise and push Germany back. However, within a matter of weeks they were overrun by the
sheer volume of German ground troops, and Pavel’s battalion was forced south and over the border into Romania. From there they
battled through Hungary and eventually, having joined with British forces, were redeployed to North Africa.
Pavel gained a reputation in his battalion for bravery, and for making the best of the difficult living conditions that they endured in
the desert heat. At the siege of Tobruk, despite being shot in the knee, he rescued 2 colleagues from certain death and held off
Italian troops until Australian reinforcements arrived to turn the tide against the axis forces. Following a period of recuperation,
Pavel found himself in fierce fighting again at the battle of Montecasino, alongside ‘Wojtech the Soldier Bear’ where Polish forces
were at the forefront of one of the most important victories of the war.
As war ended, Pavel was demobbed to England where he spent time in a temporary camp near York. Eventually he found work
with a building firm, and settled in the Yorkshire village of Queensbury, home of the famous Black Dyke brass band. There he met
and fell in love with Janet, known to everyone as ‘Janty’. As Pavel worked his way up through the company to eventually become
managing director, his relationship with Janty developed until they were married in 1954. 2 children followed, John and Sally,
whom Pavel doted on. Pavel and Janty were blessed with 6 granchildren and as retirement approached, Pavel felt truly content
with his new life. He kept his medals locked away, and generally tried to forget all about his earlier life. As far as he could establish,
none of his family or friends in Bydgoszcz had survived the war.
At Christmas time in 2012, Janty delivered the devastating news to Pavel that she was leaving him, and that she was to start a new
life in Australia with a man she had met at work. He was distraught and had not seen this coming at all. For the next 5 years, Pavel
felt that again his world had been torn apart. He helped with his family and tried to stay involved in his community but the truth was
that he had lost his purpose and was desperately unhappy.
On the 1st March 2017, an envelope dropped through the front door. Inside was an invitation to a wedding in Bydgoszcz – Jacob,
one of the men that Pavel had saved in Tobruk and had stayed in touch with over the years, requested the pleasure of his
company at his Grandson’s wedding. At first, Pavel was not keen to travel given the difficulties he was having with his knee.
However, a phone call from Jacob convinced him to accept the invitation, and over the following months he got his flights sorted,
hotel booked, and a new suit ordered. He was nervous about travelling back to Bydgoszcz for the first time since 1939 but he also
hoped that it might be an opportunity to look for some of his old friends.
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month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each
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