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CONCERNS RAISED ABOUT GLENISLA GOLF COURSE
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
People across the community of Alyth have been voicing
concerns about the major building project proposed for the
former Glenisla Golf Course.
As we reported in December, Glenisla Developments
Limited (GDL) have unveiled plans for a “mixed-use
development” over the next few years comprising a
dementia care complex, about 220 houses, nine
commercial units, a 40-bed hotel, landscaping, and
improvements to the existing clubhouse (currently
operating as Pitcrocknie Restaurant).
GDL already has outline permission to build on the site and
will submit a detailed planning application very soon for the
View of Phase 1 Site from south side looking up
first phase covering the 60-bed dementia care complex
towards Meethill Road
and about 24 individual houses. People buying these
houses will also be able to buy care packages from the dementia care complex if they wish.
Since we published GDL’s article in December, local residents have been voicing concerns about the scale of the development,
the impact on local services, the extra traffic it will generate on narrow country roads and on Alyth town centre, plus potential
environmental damage to the site itself. One big concern is the sheer scale of the proposed development - about 220 houses as
well as the 60 spaces in the dementia care unit, which could equate to about 750 people as well as all their cars. This would
increase Alyth’s population by 30% in just one development.
Questions have been raised about why the proposals aren’t included in Perth & Kinross Council’s Local Development Plan for
the next 10 years, which is currently going through public consultation. That Plan already has land earmarked for new housing at
St Ninian’s Road, Albert Street, Annfield Place, New Alyth and up at Strathmore View. These sites between them could
accommodate up to 140 houses (maybe 300-400 extra residents). If all these new houses were built as well as the Glenisla Golf
Course proposals, Alyth would be facing a population increase of around 50% in just a few years. Many folk have questioned
whether that is sustainable, or even possible, given the limited capacity available in our primary school, sewage works, health
centre and so on.
A particular concern is the potential impact on traffic. Documents lodged with Perth & Kinross Council indicate the Glenisla Golf
Course developers are planning for around 500 extra cars, but we don’t know whether the local roads could cope with this or
whether investment is planned. Many have pointed out that Meethill Road, Toutie Street, Commercial Street and the Golf Course
Road (B954) with its single-track bridge over the Alyth Burn would struggle to cope with such increased numbers, especially if
many residents end up commuting to Dundee or Perth. Some have also questioned how elderly residents in the new
development would get to Alyth to use the shops and services, as well as calling for more information on what market research
has been done to support the proposals for a dementia care unit, a hotel, and new commercial units so far from Alyth town
centre.
Finally, people are saying they are worried about the environmental impact of the proposed development - not just increased
traffic and pollution in the town, but also whether the landscaping would be properly sensitive to the site (which is home to red
squirrels among other things).
What’s your view of the GDL proposals? Get in touch and let us know by emailing editor@alythvoice.co.uk or via our Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/AlythVoice/ or on the comments sheets in the Library.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the February issue of the Alyth Voice, and a very Happy New Year to all our
readers!
The big news this month continues to be the development proposed for the former Glenisla Golf
Course site. We’ve received a number of comments and concerns from local folk, and we’ve
summarised these on the front page of this issue.
Do you agree with the concerns raised? Are there any other aspects of the proposals you think
should be looked at more closely? Do you think it would be a good thing for Alyth, and if so
why? There’s still time to make your views known - the planning application for the first phase is
due in shortly and there will then be a period when Perth & Kinross Council will be considering it
and taking further comments from the community.
If you have a view, we’d love to hear it! You can email us at editor@alythvoice.co.uk, or contact
us via Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/AlythVoice/ There’s also a comments sheet
available in the Library if you’d prefer to use pen and paper.
In other news, we held our Alyth Voice AGM in January, and I’m happy to report a very
successful year in 2016/17. We welcomed new members onto our committee, and introduced a
number of new regular features, including a crossword and a gardening column, which seem to
be popular with readers. We also began printing The Voice in full colour throughout, which has
been popular with advertisers.
Financially. we had a very healthy year, and we’re very grateful to Sheila Fisher and her fundraising team for the successful coffee morning and bingo tea they organised. Together with
donations, they brought in almost £1500 over the year. Adding this to our revenue from
advertising means that our income increased and we ended the year with a small surplus giving us a cushion in case income dips in any future month. Sheila and her team are already
making plans for another coffee morning on 18 August. Just on the donations front - special
thanks this month to the good folk of Meigle, who filled our donation tin in the Spar to
overflowing in January!
In August, a grant from the Drumderg wind-farm fund enabled us to increase our print-run and
expand the area in which we distribute The Voice, meaning even more people now get it.
Elsewhere in this issue, look out for more stories on why Alyth and its quality of life is attracting
both young and old to make their homes here, as well as all the regular updates from the many
local groups and organisations that collectively make our town such a lively and dynamic place
to live.
Many thanks again to all our wonderful volunteers on the editorial committee, our ‘Voiceteer’
delivery team, our fundraisers, contributors and advertisers - we simply couldn’t do it without
you!

Kevin Coe
Editor
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

FEBRUARY
1st
Local Flora & Fauna
4th
Coffee Morning
10th
Coffee Morning
12th
Valentine’s Lunch
15-18th Family Fun Outdoors
17th
Coffee Morning
24th
Coffee Morning
26th
Lunch
MARCH
1st
3rd
10th
17th

David Cowie Films Talk
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning

24th
31st

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning

APRIL
5th

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

7th
14th
21st
28th

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ

George Milne (Alyth Guild)
Ninewells Ward 3
Musical Society
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch & Soc.
Five Senses, Bamff Estate
Pony Club
Cancer Research
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch & Soc.
Phil Walker (Alyth Guild)
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch & Soc.
Kilry Rural
Alyth Parish Church
Congregational Board 10am
Out of School Club
Woman’s Aid

Local Wildlife Reserves Talk by Rachel Hunter, Scottish
Wildlife Trust
Coffee Morning
Parish Guild, Airlie St Hall 10am
Coffee Morning
St Ninians
Coffee Morning
Newtyle 2008 f/c
Coffee Morning
Alyth in Bloom

Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
After Hours (NHS24):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm

WWW.ALYTHVOICE.CO.UK

Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

Est 1953

No job too big or too small
New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM
JOINERY SERVICES

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS :
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL :
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS :
GLAZING AND LOCKS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call or email for advice and estimates

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com
TEL: 01828 632070
www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk

Find us on Facebook :
G A Davidson Joiners

JOHN A McINTOSH

T: 01828632581 M:07597114868

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

IRONING SERVICE
IN ALYTH

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

Don’t have time to do your
own!

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. .
PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE
ARRANGED FROM
ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE
AND SURROUNDING AREA.
TEL: 07842051599

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

TOSH TILING SERVICES

Competitive Rates

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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Across

Down

1.
4.
5.
9.
13.
16.
18.
20.
22.
24.
25.

2.
3.
6.
7.
8.
10.
11.
12.
14.
15.
17.
19.
21.
23.

____ Fox, English actress
Pink wading bird
Copy, mimic
Disperses
Summing together
Recognition
Oxygen or Nitrogen
Residential areas
Take a firm hold of
Thelma and Louise actress
Vegetables

Caused to catch fire
Titles
Bird claw
Piece of office furniture
Second hand
Climb
Espresso coffee and steamed milk
Sharp tooth
Tenth month
Grouped together
Marine mammal
Seem
Official language of Pakistan
Taxis

Answers on Page 17
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DF BUILDERS

Stonemason/Bricklayers
1st Class Tradesmen
20 years + experience.
D. Fotheringham
07912565962 or
01828 634102
Check out our work on
Facebook.

Classic
Restorations
Tel:01828 633293
Pitnacree St,
Alyth,

Wedding Hire

Let us make your day extra special with our
unique collection of classic Rolls Royce Silver
Cloud, Bentley Mk V1 & Jaguar Mk 1X.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS
Washing machines, Dishwashers,
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners

**HAIRDRESSER**

Established 1980

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Electrical Contractor

Open Tues - Sat

E.C.A. Registered and Approved

IAN BROGAN

RENDEZVOUS

Stewart MacDonald

Gift Vouchers Available

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Telephone 01828 632 995

14 Airlie Street, Alyth

Telephone 01250 872225
or 07801704997

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Opening Times
9am – 5pm
Monday - Saturday
T: 01828 958 050

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

4.30pm - 9.00pm
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SCOUTS
The year’s festivities came to an excitable conclusion with the
Cubs visit to the Panto “ Oh Yes they did” and both Cubs &
Beavers holding Christmas Parties complete with special visitor.
I must commend the Leaders and Helpers for arranging such
events and providing such a prodigious quantity of food that
every table groaned under the strain.
The Scouts held a Party Night which started off with a boisterous
game followed by eats or should I say EATS. Following the
doctrine of never mind the sandwiches let’s eat cake, they
descended on the food table like a polite swarm of locusts and
they only thing they left was the pattern on the plate. We were
meant to conclude the evening with a serious of games, but so
popular was Charades that it was played until the end of the
evening. I kinda felt sorry for James and the Young Leaders who
were running this as the frantic endeavours of the players kept
them constantly on their toes.
I was pleased to note that the Scout Patrols took 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place with the Leaders coming in last with a miserable score of
1. We must try harder
2017 has proved a very successful year for the Scout Group.
Among the many memorable moments I will recall are
“That was the best game you have ever showed us” (Kick the
Can)
“We may have left just a little sand in your car… just a
little” (Following a visit to Stonehaven Beach)
The Cubs started off their programme with preparation for Burns
Night. Far from being wee timorous coorin’ beasties, they set
about making a model of Burn’s birthplace – you could call it a
cottage industry. I do hope they got planning permission for this.
Plans are afoot for a Burns supper next week
For the Scouts, the year got underway with a choice of two
activity badges, Physical Recreation by the Young Leaders and
Local Knowledge by yours truly. The former proved to be the
more popular option (wonder why) whilst the remainder found
out a little more about the area in which we live.
The New Year dawns and an exciting year lies ahead for all
sections.
For the Scouts, I have a few dates for your diary
2 March18/20 8/10 June –
2-6 July –

Night Hike with overnight sleepover in Hut
May Expedition Challenge Weekend
Survival Weekend
Lochgoilhead Activity Centre

Forthcoming Events
22 February – Bingo Tea, Town hall 7.00 for 7.30 pm start
Ron Kirkpatrick
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•

Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work

All work carried out by fully qualified
Professionals and finished
to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

Sparkles Cleaning
Service
Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533
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Alyth Halls Association – the future in these changing times
The Alyth Halls Association has been going for some 20 years - ever since
the people of Alyth set up a Committee and signed an agreement with Perth
& Kinross Council to manage the day-to-day running of the Town Hall and the
Ogilvie Rooms.
Currently, the Committee comprises Isabel McCurdy (chair), Olivia Robertson
(vice-chair), Jessie McLean (treasurer), Gavin Tripney (fabric convenor), Ian
Brodie (hall-users billing officer) and Sandy McCurdy (secretary). After many
years unstinting work, Jessie has intimated that she wishes to retire in May
2018.
Since the beginning of the Association there have been many changes in the
town, in society at large and huge, life-changing developments in technology.
During these years the Halls Committee have worked at maintaining and improving our venues.
We have hosted many events from weddings, musicals, leisure classes, ceilidhs, political
meetings, community cinema and many others. During and for several days after the floods of
2015, the Town Hall became the centre for the flood recovery work and remains at the heart of
the Alyth Resiliency Group.
The changes that are taking place have resulted in a decline in the numbers of local groups
using the halls. Grant funding has become increasingly hard to come by despite the great efforts
of our treasurer Jessie McLean.
The Committee are continually looking for new and innovative ways to raise funds. This is made
harder due to other great facilities we have in the town – the new school, the guide hut, the scout
hall and private venues offered free of charge.
With all the changes we are faced with, the numbers serving on the Committee have shrunk over the last few years. The work
required by any voluntary group such as the Halls Committee has increased. Our responsibilities include, health and safety,
employment law, paying staff, administration, publicity, liaising with public bodies and grant funders and the increased demands of
our hall users. We have some good ideas to increase the numbers using the halls but we currently do not have the manpower in
place to carry out the work needed.
Currently we have six committee members. In order to survive and thrive we estimate the Alyth Halls Association need a minimum
of 10 committee members
.
Our AGM takes place Wednesday 16 May at 7pm in the Town Hall. The Town Hall and the Ogilvie Rooms are a great community
resource. If you are interested in helping us ensure that the Halls Association keeps going and continues to meet the needs of a
growing community please get in touch.
Sandy McCurdy
The Lings, St Ninians Road, Alyth, PH11 8AR
Email – smccurdy51@aol.com
Mobile – 07725 472243

Alyth Literary Society
The Alyth Literary Society’s February programme starts on the 6th February with the Annual General Meeting at 7.00pm, following
which Mr Murray Brown will give an illustrated talk on the “RNLI Broughty Ferry”.
On the 20th February at 7.30pm we welcome Mr and Mrs Joy from Kilry with an illustrated talk on their “Travels in Ecuador and
the Galapagos”.
The Annual Supper will be held this year on the 20th March at the Strathmore Golf Centre when the guest speaker will be
Sir Ian Grant.
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HANDY HUBBY
2-HIRE

NHS and Private Prescriptions

GORDON M KIDD

Long Term Medication Support

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

Smoking Cessation Service

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Prescription Collection Service

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

Health Care Advice

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319

Logo-Branding
Stationary
Business Cards
Templates
Brochures

Websites
Hosting
Domain Names
Flyers
Signage

Social Media
Email Setup
Advertising
Marketing
Banners

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth

07854493805
hello@peapodstudios.co.uk

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

for a quote

No job too big or too small!
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UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Alyth Show Saturday 16th June 2018, Bogles Field, Blairgowrie - Industrial Tent Schedule
Section 1 Baking

Section 4 Handicrafts

31

Small Matinee Jacket (Knitted or Crocheted to be
donated to Ninewells Hospital)

2 Apple & Cinnamon Loaf (1lb)

32

Decorative Garland (any medium) Max Length 1
metre

3 Fruit Scones (3)

33 Decorative Wreath (any medium)

4 Chocolate & Ginger Flapjacks (3 pieces)

34 Upcycled Biscuit Tin

5 Individual Crème Brulee

35 Door Stop (any medium)

6 Raspberry & White Chocolate Muffins (2)

36 A Decorated Stone

1

Victoria Sponge filled with Vanilla Buttercream & Jam
(8"/20cm)

7 Selkirk Bannock
8 Sachertorte (8"/20cm)
9 Shortbread Rounds (3 pieces)
10 Rocky Road (3 pieces)

37

Unframed Sketch inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh – No larger than A4

38

Unframed Painting inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh – No larger than A3

11 Nutty Florentine Bars (3 pieces)- recipe supplied

Section 5 Photography

12 Profiteroles filled with crème patisserie (2)

39 The Berry Fields

Section 2 Produce

40 Leaves

13 Blackcurrant Jelly (small jar)

41 Eyes

14 Blueberry Jam (small jar)

42 Cobbles

15 Grapefruit Marmalade (small jar)

43 Furniture

16 Beetroot Chutney (small jar)

44 Ruins

17 Curried Parsnip Soup (small flask)

45 Children 12yrs – 16yrs – Eyes

18 Ramekin Dish of Houmous

Section 6 Children

19 Savoury Pin Wheels (2)
20 Individual Fruit Crumble

Pre School

21 Honeycomb (3 pieces)

46 Colouring in Picture (Supplied)

22 A Small Bottle of Flavoured Oil

47 A Facial Expression on a Paper Plate

23 Home Bred Hen’s Eggs (6)

48 A Rainbow Chain

24 Coronation Chicken (small dish)

Primary 1 - Primary 3
49 A Party Invitation

Section 3 Floral Art

50 A Portrait Sketch - no larger than A4

25 Bowl of Floating Flowers

51 A Rainbow Chain

26 Jug of Garden Flowers

52 A Healthy Eating Wrap

27 Arrangement inspired by Charles Rennie Mackintosh

53 Photograph – A Furry Friend

Arrangement incorporating Suffragettes' Colours (Violet/
28 Purple, Green & White)

Primary 4 - Primary 7

29 An Arrangement in a Port, Sherry or Shot Glass

54 A Party Invitation

30 One Lady's Corsage

55 A Portrait Sketch - no larger than A4

Entry Fee £5 - cheques made payable to Alyth & District
Agricultural Show. Entries to Children's Section and Class
45 are Free.
Return Entry Form to Fiona Mitchell, Tullymurdoch, Alyth,
PH11 8LH, Tel 01828632495

56 A Rainbow Chain
57 A Healthy Eating Wrap
58 Photograph – A Furry Friend
https://www.facebook.com/AlythShowIndustrialTent

Supplied recipe available from our web site
www.alythshow.co.uk.
11

Update from The Isla Parishes

(SC031461)

Great night at Shindig
A very successful St Andrews’ Night Family Shindig was held in Glenisla Hall on 1 st December when Jim Broon’s
Band provided the music. Adults and children enjoyed the lively music and dancing as well as Grand Old Duke of York
and Musical chairs. This was a really happy friendly evening which raised £150.00 (after expenses) for the church.

Christmas Tree Exhibition
The Church looked beautiful from the middle of
December with wonderful arrangements of Christmas
Trees in all the windows. The viewing public voted and
the winner of the children’s section was Netherton
Montessori Nursery (photo left) and Glenisla WRI (right)
won the adult section. So many lovely ideas – thank you
to all who helped make the church so spectacular.

Candlelit Dinner in Kilry Hall
A complete sell-out, this pre-Christmas Dinner proved an exceptional success. The Guests had time to view
the Christmas Trees in the Church before being welcomed into the warmth of the hall and enjoyed a very
tasty 3 course meal, lively company and very funny entertainment from “Kirrie the Fit”.

Charity at Christmas
There was Retiring collections over Christmas for charities with the total being divided between the following charities:
Tayside Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre, Dundee, Leuchie House, National Respite Centre, near Edinburgh and to EMMS
INTERNATIONAL to help children with cancer in Malawi.
Reverend Brian Ramsay, our interim moderator, the Kirk Session and the congregation take this opportunity to wish everyone in the Isla
Parishes a healthy New Year.
Jenny Ralston

LIGHTING THE BEACON
The Millennium Beacon was lit on the 1st of January to welcome in the New Year. In near idyllic
conditions more than 80 revellers attended.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank John Robertson, Graeme Davidson and Sims
Ironmongers for their assistance, without which this event would not take place.
DHTodd.
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
The new year brings new faces to AYP and we are delighted to welcome 2 new youth workers to Alyth - Caitlyn and Demmie
both bring lots of skills to our team and Anna and I are really looking forward to working with them. Their first chance to see the
Alyth community will be our Family Quiz Night at Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club on Friday 2nd February. It's 7pm for a 7.30pm start
and teams of 4, with kids very welcome to take part too (they can be in addition to 4 adults).
Talking of new starts, we will find out in early February about a couple of funding bids and if they are successful we will be in a
position to go out and buy a new minibus. The young people have been working with Tosh, one of our volunteers, to review our
colour scheme and logo in time for any stickers being made for the new bus - hope we get the funds!!
The Tribe, which is for P5 and P6 kids, have been doing lots of different activities. Their cooking with Rona has been first class,
and they have taken on the world record challenges with gusto. A special mention must go to Grace, Jake, Jenna, Isla
and Morven who have been very close to the world record for lego brick stacking! Holly was very good at the sock pairing
challenge!
With the addition of Caitlyn and Demmie to the team, this allows me more time to support our young people in school, and I am
looking forward to being in the primary school twice a week as well as my 2 visits to the high school every week. Our presence in
the community allows us to build positive relationships with young people and families, and this proves invaluable at times when
they need a little bit of support.
Looking ahead to the rest of the year we have lots to look forward to. We have the residential for the hubsters which will focus on
employability skills, we have our garden ready for planting in the spring, and of course we are hoping to go to Germany with the
youth club in the summer (IF we have the new minibus...).
All of this has been made possible by the support we have had, and continue to receive, from Perth & Kinross Council, SSE
Drumderg Fund, The Robertson Trust, Scotmid, Tesco and the Co-Op.
George Annan
Alyth Youth Partnership
07702 780489
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

I&D Insurance Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there
when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Wills
THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

01250 874441

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Evening and home visits by appointment

Liz Jenkins KFRP

36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

Kinesiology Federation Registered Practitioner

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors

REGAIN YOUR VITALITY
WITH KINESIOLOGY

Established 1871

We sell carpets, vinyl,
curtains and blinds.
Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Come in for
professional advice
and browse through
our large selection of
samples available to
take home
We measure, supply
and fit

3 in 1 Concepts
One to One Consultations

01828 632141

liz.jenkins@live.co.uk
DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

To get your FREE
quotation call

FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

01250 872361
Or e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk
FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS

JOHN SWINNEY

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Serendipity Salon
22 Commercial Street, Alyth PH11 8AF
Full range of Beauty, Holistic and Energy Therapies
Facial Treatments / Eye & Lash Treatments
Manicures / Pedicures / Gel Polish / Acrylics
Paraffin Wax Treatments / Spray Tans
Aromatherapy / Thai Style / Swedish / Indian Head Massage
Hopi Ear Candles / Reiki / Kinesiology
Call any time for more information or pop in for a chat and pick up a brochure.
Carolyn is a consultant for Neal’s Yard Remedies Organic and uses their fabulous, organic products within
the treatments she offers or can do pamper parties in your own home.
Salon Opening times:

Mon: 2 – 6 Wed: 2.30 – 9

Thu/Fri: 10.30 – 6

Sat: 10 - 4

Appointments available outwith these times if required just call

Carolyn on 07934 661602 or Lynn on 07399 408046
We look forward to meeting you
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NOTICES
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.
Evening Service at 6.00pm on
First Sunday of each month.
(Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms.
New recruits are always most welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is
available for children under three).
For any special arrangements please contact
Sunday School staff.
~~~
PRAYER GROUP
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).
~~~
THE GUILD
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm)
1st Feb—Local Flora & Fauna by George Milne
1st Mar—David Cowie Films by Phil Walker
15th Mar—Guild Presbyterial Council AGM at
Kettins Church Hall
5th Apr—Local Wildlife Reserves - Scottish
Wildlife Trust, by Rachel Hunter
7th Apr—Coffee Morning Airlie St. Hall, 10am
~~~
THE CHURCH CHOIR
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
SPECIAL DATES
11th Mar-Mothering Sunday
17th Mar—Congregational Board Coffee
Morning, Airlie Street Hall at 10am
25th Mar—Palm Sunday. Meet at Airlie Street
Hall, 11am then parade to Church
26th - 28th Mar—Holy Week Services 6.30pm
30th Mar—Good Friday-Meditation Service
6.30pm
1st Apr—Easter Sunday-Meet at Airlie Street
Hall at 8.30am then walk to Hill of Alyth
followed by Breakfast in Church at 10am.
Normal Service at 11am

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

Due to the temporary closure of St Mary’s Coupar
Angus, and building works in St Stephen’s
Blairgowrie, the Saturday vigil and Sunday 11am
masses will be held in St Catherine’s Episcopal
Church, St George Street, Blairgowrie,
PH10 6HA. See www.st-stephensblairgowrie.org.uk for more details.

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

Alyth Parish Church –
Flower Group.
After each Sunday Morning service the
beautiful arrangements of Flowers that have
adorned the Church are distributed to
Families who have been recently bereaved,
to those who are sick in Hospital or in their
own Home and to anyone else considered to
be in need of some comfort.
This service is provided by a group of
dedicated people who give of their time every
Sunday. If you wish to help this group in any
way please contact Mrs Dorothy Anderson on
01828 632 151. Your help will both valued
and much appreciated by many.

NEW COMMUNICANTS
If you would like to become a member of
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the
Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

FEBRUARY
4th 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
11th 11am Sung Eucharist
18th 11am Sung Eucharist
25th 11am Sung Eucharist

MAILINGS
Our continued challenge to ensure the
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to
implementing a charge for postal Voices.
An annual charge will apply to all
UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of producing the
Voice. To get your Voice by post,

Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk

We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...

SOFT TENNIS
Wednesday Mornings
10.30 – 11.30 Airlie Street Hall

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk

Our last session for 2017 will be on
Wednesday 6 December

Tel: 01828 633 045

We resume again on 3 January 2018

We now have a Facebook page
www.facebook.com/AlythFHP

Further information from Pat K (633400)
or Pat J (632042)

Happy Christmas
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice

DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure
the Voice remains free to every household. There
are 4 ways to donate:
1. Collection Tins in shops,
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the
secure PayPal system.
4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Please support your Voice today.

“Hand-knitting – an under-valued Craft?”
Most of my Christmas presents were purchased on line this year; so much so the delivery man in the white van has trod a wellworn path to our home rather than appearing at the door, exhausted by hopeless efforts to find where I stay. During my internet
search for the “right” present, I came across a website selling well-known expensive knitwear. My Christmas present search
went “on pause” while I looked at jumpers which I couldn't afford and had no intention of buying. The mouse hovered over a
garment and I searched for my glasses, just to make sure my eyes were not deceiving me. Yes, there it was – a special, limited
edition, hand-knitted cashmere jumper costing near £1,500. I realise knitwear can be expensive and cashmere wool adds to
the cost - but by this much?
Although I have a strong sense of nostalgia about the value of hand-knitting, I have never considered it to be a big money earner.
I haven't even tried to raise some cash for charity by offering any of my efforts to be sold at sale of work. Nevertheless, I do
recall my mother saying that, in her opinion, “hand-knitting was an under-valued craft. So, I wonder how a hand-knitted garment
could sell for £1,500?
My thoughts returned to a very special bond created between my gran and myself when she found a pair of knitting needles and
an odd piece of wool. I recall sitting by her side, facing a warm, cosy fire and how she guided my small hands to begin my
relationship with knit one, purl one. I realise now that my gran, who had been a widow for many years, may well have enjoyed
my company and as the youngest in my family, I felt “special” just being with her.
Fast forward a decade or a few and knitting has continued to be a source of comfort to me. Although years may pass during
which my collection of needles remain in the drawer, when I have taken the time to seek out a pattern and get started, I have
never been disappointed. However, I always try to find a pattern which will challenge me and, as a result, there's usually a part
in the pattern which irritates and confounds me so much, I nearly give up. But what do you do with a half-finished jumper?
My most recent effort has endured at least three years between purchasing the wool and bringing my garment to completion.
A pattern which I thought would be relatively easy, turned out to be a nightmare and left me angry, confused and somewhat
beaten. My half-finished cardigan lay in a drawer until last month when I began my Christmas shopping on line. The hand-knitted
jumper on the website costing nearly £1,500 reminded me of my own unfinished hand-knitted effort. I recalled an occasion
when I finished a knitted article “against all odds”. During my primary school years, I had to make a pair of socks. Having
reached the all-important process of “turning the heel”, I secretly tucked my knitting in my school bag and took it home. My
teacher would never find out that my gran would complete the task for me. This comforting memory brought back a resurgence
of energy and provided the necessary push to complete my half- finished work. I am happy to say my cardigan has now been
completed and I choose to ignore the odd mistake made here and there.
Knitting therefore has remained a comforting and worth-while experience chequered with occasional episodes of useless
patterns, dropped stitches, re-knitting a ripped-out section and many more mishaps along the way.
While I do not consider any of my own knitting to have a monetary value, I have great respect for other peoples' work. When I
reflect on the “hand-knitted” garment being sold on line for £1,500, I hope that the knitter will receive a good proportion of the
selling price. Somehow, I don't think so!

Across

Down

1.
4.
5.
9.
13.
16.
18.
20.
22.
24.
25.

2.
3.
6.
7.
8.
10.
11.
12.
14.
15.
17.
19.
21.
23.

EMILIA—____ Fox, English actress
FLAMINGO—Pink wading bird
IMITATE—Copy, mimic
SCATTERS—Disperses
ADDING—Summing together
CREDIT—Recognition
GASES—Oxygen or Nitrogen
SUBURBS—Residential areas
GRIP—Take a firm hold of
SUSANSARANDON—Thelma and Louise actress
LEEKS—Vegetables
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IGNITED—Caused to catch fire
NAMES—Titles
TALON—Bird claw
DESK—Piece of office furniture
USED—Second hand
ASCEND—Climb
LATTE—Espresso coffee and steamed milk
INCISOR—Sharp tooth
OCTOBER—Tenth month
COMBINED—Grouped together
DOLPHIN—Marine mammal
APPEAR—Seem
URDU—Official language of Pakistan
CABS—Taxis

Thrifty One

From the Community, For the Community
Opening times: 10am—4pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Phone: Anne 07592 338449.(speak or leave a message)
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com
For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please like & share us with your friends.
The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise. Thanks!

2018 sees Thrifty One just into its third year of existence. We thought it was a good opportunity to look over all the groups that
Thrifty One has been able to support since we opened. Initially giving out quarterly donations over the first fourteen months, we
have progressed to giving out monthly donations since early 2017! All this is entirely due to the generosity of Alyth in stocking the
shop and then spending your money there! The decision of where the money is to go is made by the shop volunteers & the
ideas come from requests, suggestions from customers and volunteers.
Please do get in touch or call in if you need a donation or know of a group or cause that does.
Winter 2015
Alyth Christmas Lights Raffle £64
Alyth Development Trust £250
2016
Alyth Voice £250
Alyth & District Pipe Band £250
Alyth Youth Partnership £250
Alyth Senior Citizens Lunch & Socialising Group £250
Cancer Research funding event in memory of Ann McFadden £25
Alyth Scouts Group: Fleece Jackets
Alyth Guiding Group: crockery for new kitchen
Alyth Hill Users Group: textiles for bunting to be made by local children
Alyth Musical society: raffle prizes
Cystic Fibrosis collecting tin £50
MacMillan Coffee Morning £300.61
2017
Alyth Guiding Group £250
Alyth Stride for Life Group £250
Alyth Voice £120
Alyth Beavers Group £250
Alyth in Bloom £250
Scotland’s Charity for Air ambulance £500
Strathmore Tots, Alyth £500
James Fardyce electric wheelchair fund £100
Alyth Walking group £50
Alyth Christmas Lights fund £350
Alyth Amateur Football Club £300
Alyth Scottish Country Dancing Group £250
Alyth Church restoration fund £100
Callum Miller: contribution to enable him to do VSO work in Bangladesh £150
MacMillan coffee morning £480.50
Cystic Fibrosis collection tin 350
Alyth Christmas lights collection tin £21.48
Burnside Court: Rise & Recline Chair
Smalls for All: bras & new underwear
Raffle Prizes for various coffee mornings & other small items gifted to support other charities,
such as wool for the Prem Baby knitting group.
18

THOUGHTS OF A CARETAKER
The weather forecast is over and we have been warned that it will be a cold night. Down to minus ten degrees said
the charming young forecaster.
Earlier in the afternoon I had accomplished various tasks on my return from Edinburgh. First of all there was the
hopper to fill with wood chips. This involves climbing a ladder, heaving open the lid, then brushing any chips off the
inside of the walls of the hopper with a broom, and then climbing back down again. Next, I fired up the tractor. She
was loth to start, despite the new battery, but after a second heat of the glow plugs I gave her the works. Hesitant
coughing and blue smoke gave way to a thunderous roar. I sighed with relief, engaged the relevant gear and
reversed. Next, I lowered the bucket and advanced on the heap of wood chips, scooped a bucket full, raised the fore
end loader and backed out. Left hand hard down! And then, almost immediately, right hand hard down. That’s it:
correct alignment with the hopper. Then it is forward, carefully. The snags are two: below and out of sight is the motor
and gear box that drive the auger that conveys the chips into the boiler. Hit that and it could be an insurance job with,
perhaps, a fortnight out of commission while a spare part is sent from Finland. In the meantime there is the level of
the fore end loader to watch. The bucket must be high enough to miss the edge of the hopper. Once again, hit that
and there will be hell to pay. This calls for concentration. A moment’s inattention and there will be apologetic visits to
the residents of the flats to explain why the mini-community heating scheme will be unable to warm their premises.
You can tell that the hopper is full when chips start to appear over the top, usually after about six shunts back and
forth. Then, it is back into the shed, lower the bucket and switch off (remembering to remove the key from the
ignition); leave the engine in gear, the handbrake off, and exit the cab. Next, take the ladder and that broom, climb
the ladder, smooth out the chips so that the lid can shut, haul the lid of the hopper down with the broom, and
descend.
After my success with the refuelling of the boiler the hens needed to be fed, so I took the opportunity to steal the eggs
they had laid.
Then it was time to light the stove in one of the yurts: important as it had been booked for a two night stay. Success!
Now there would be a little time for a walk in the gathering dusk.
I wondered what to say in my piece for ‘The Voice’. Perhaps it would be something about Burns. ‘To a Mouse’ is one
of my favourite poems. The lines ‘I’m truly sorry man’s dominion has broken Nature’s social union’ are more than ever
relevant to the position today with the urgent need to avert climate chaos, loss of biodiversity and the other
environmental ills we have brought upon ourselves.
‘The best laid schemes o’ Mice an’ Men gang aft agley.
An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain,
For promis'd joy!’
Checking the marks in the snow some days ago I had noticed the track of a small rodent crossing the path. Perhaps
there would be new signs in the snow? A crescent moon hung high in the south-eastern sky. It had risen above the
apricot coloured afterglow of sunset. I watched as the colours changed to pearl and then icy blue. The stars were
beginning to come out as I checked the stove in the yurt. A tawny owl hooted as I walked back to the house.
Paul Ramsay

CHRISTMAS DAY at BURNSIDE COURT LOUNGE
Thank you to everyone who offered their help, made soup & desserts, gave gifts or donations towards food,
and those who popped in to join us at Burnside Court Lounge where we had a wee gathering for people who
were otherwise facing Christmas Day on their own. Entertainment was provided by a slideshow of old photographs from the
Family History Project which was thoroughly enjoyed. We had a lovely afternoon and those who attended appreciated having
company. Irene Robertson (New Alyth)
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NOTICES
Alyth Christmas Lights
200 Club

Don’t have access
to email?
It’s FREE in the

December Draw

(with thanks to Aileen and Jane at Alyth Health Centre)

Airlie Street Library

1st - £50 - 49 - Mrs I Cruickshanks
2nd - £30 - 14 - Mrs P Luscombe
3rd - £20 - 34 - Miss R Fotheringham
——————

January Draw

(with thanks to Claire at Lunan’s Newsagents)
1st - £50 - 114 - Mrs R Carmichael
2nd - £30 - 85 - Miss C Dolan
3rd - £20 - — - Mrs E Kydd

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
AYP are supporting Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club to form a
junior section of bowlers.
We will have coaching sessions every Thursday, 3.30pm 4.30pm in term time, with the aim of working towards
competitive matches between pupils of Alyth Primary School
and Rattray Primary School - this will be supported by
Caroline Lawrie, Active Schools Co-Ordinator.

Thanks to everyone who made our Switch-on afternoon and evening
a huge success, also our coffee morning in December. Your support
is what makes your Lights the best around.
200 CLUB –It’s nearly that time again for renewal of subscriptions.
Letters will be sent out during March
VALENTINE’S BINGO to be held in Alyth Town Hall on
Thursday 8th February 2018 in aid of the Lights

If you are interested in getting involved in a sport that can be
a hobby for life, please come along to one of our sessions at
the bowling club.
If you need more info, just see George Annan.

THE COFFEE CYCLE
Meet every Wednesday morning.
Alyth Square 9.30am
For a cycle in search of coffee and cake.
All welcome.
Destination decided on the day.
Interested?
Call/text Pat 07583297408 Or just turn up. See you there!

THANK YOU
Pat Ewart & family wish to thank most sincerely all friends
and neighbours for the kind expressions of sympathy, cards,
flowers and telephone calls received following the sad loss of
Isabel.

Glenisla SWRI
Meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm
Contact Mrs Hilary Lawrence (president) 01828 633112
or Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582205

Glenisla Church (SCIO)
Charity number SCO44459

New Members Welcome

There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church,
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake /
biscuits to follow. Open to everyone.
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work
with the Vine Trust.
The next dates will be as follows:

Thursday 8th February 2017 @ 7.30pm
Crochet Demonstration by Tracie Dick
Thursday 8th March 2018 @ 7.30pm
Entertainment with Freewheelin Joyce Ramsay and friends
this is an open night so all welcome
Membership £20.00

Visitors £3.00

3rd December –Roger Klegg and the Strathmore Singers
24th December – Watchnight Service – 11:30pm

Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

10.10am to 11.30am
1.40pm to 3.00pm

Contact details: Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO,
Alrick, Glenisla, PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,
Glenisla, PH11 8PG

Town Square
Town Square
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NOTICES
Alyth & District Pipe Band

Alyth Senior Citizens'
Lunch & Socialising Club

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new
or experienced members, either pipes or
drums.
Wednesday night practise in
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm.
For more information please
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.

Strathmore Tots
Alyth

Baby and Toddler Group
Whether you're a first time mum or dad or
have a larger family, come along
to our local friendly group for a cuppa and
a chat with other parents while
the wee ones play. Grandparents and
Carers also welcome.
We meet on Monday mornings in the
Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth
from 9.30am to 11.30am. (previously held
at the town hall)
£2 per family, this includes a snack for the
toddlers and as much tea and
coffee as you can drink!

Meigle Art Group

To keep up to date with what we have on
and where, join our Facebook
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth.

The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall
10am 12pm

Or for more information call or text
07807591868

New Members Welcome
Equipment can be provided for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on a Tuesday
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
Marja Dalziel
Tom Dalziel
John Eggleston

958498 (Walk Leader)
632674 (Walk Leader)
633032 (Walk Leader).
633032 (Walk Leader).
633965 (Walk Leader).

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of
Alyth Primary School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

(Perth & Kinross Healthy
Communities Project)
Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146

New members & volunteers
most welcome
Exercise Group - Mondays 10am
in the Airlie Street Hall
Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)
Next lunches:
12th February (Valentine’s Lunch)
26th February
Would you like a lift to the Lunches?
Telephone 632023

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Gordon Coutts

ALYTH
GIRL GUIDE HUT
FOR RENT or HIRE

Contact Irene for details:

632439

Is a Collection Point for

USED SPECTACLES
for VISION 2020
“The Right to Sight Project”
For further information on the project,
please contact
Pam Robertson,
Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street,
Forfar
Tel: 01307 462461
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CALLY CRAFTERS
Bridge of Cally Hall
Every Thursday
1.30 - 3.30 pm

Traditional and contemporary crafts
and all abilities
Come along for a free taster session, or
contact 01828 633083 for more details

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
In September 2017, AYP enjoyed another trip to Bydgoszcz in Poland. The trip was successful, but it is fair to say that noise
levels in the hotel had to be carefully managed. To this end, I concocted a story about a non-existent elderly couple in the room
next door to 4 of our girls. The young people were so impressed and inspired by the life that this imaginary couple had lived that
they made sure that they kept the noise down to allow them a peaceful stay in the hotel. It wasn’t until we got back to Alyth that I
let slip that they didn’t exist and that the story was made up to encourage them to behave. At first I received a lot of anger from
the young people, but eventually we agreed to come up with the full story of Pavel and Magda, and here it is…

Pavel and Magda - A Romantic Tale
Pavel Czerniak was a young man born in Bydgoszcz in January, 1921. The youngest in a
family of 6 children, he was his mother’s blue eyed boy. He grew up on the edge of the city,
near to where the university now stands, enjoying his childhood despite the poverty that he
lived in. His teenage years were enjoyable, although like many young people at that time he
was nervous about the rise of Hitler and the Nazis in neighbouring Germany.
Having been brought up in a small, overcrowded apartment Pavel’s dream was to design and build beautiful houses for people.
Bydgoszcz was an industrial city, and whilst the old buildings in the centre were picturesque, most people lived in tenements
which were poorly maintained and stained from the smog of the factories. Beyond the city was a huge forest that Pavel could
envisage building a cabin using timber from the forest, and in time living there with a family of his own.
Magda Nowalski grew up in Koronowo, a small town around 15 miles from Bydgoszcz. Her parents were farm workers. When not
at school, she helped on the farm too and at a young age was confident in dealing with all kinds of crops and animals. She helped
with the pigs, from birth to slaughter, and became very skilled in using every scrap of meat to make sausages and cured meats
that would ensure good eating for the family all year round.
On completion of their secondary school studies, both Pavel and Magda started university at the age of 16. Pavel began a course
in architecture whilst Magda embarked on a hospitality course that would allow her to develop her already excellent cooking skills.
She would walk by the finest hotel in Bydgoszcz, the Pod Orlem, and daydream about being in command of the kitchen, sharing
her passion for cooking with the great and the good of the city, and inspiring future generations of chefs.
On a frosty morning in December 1938 Pavel was taking the early tram to University having arranged to meet friends for a swim
and sauna in the university sports department before their first lecture. Just as the tram idled past the old bridge to Mill island he
caught sight of the most beautiful girl he had ever seen. She was rosy cheeked, puffing condensed breath into the cold air as she
ran towards the tram stop. As she ran past the Sova bakery, Pavel’s favourite place for Pierogi and Piernicka, an elderly lady
walked out of the shop and the pair collided. In her effort to avoid hurting the old lady, Magda fell on to the road and into a slushy
puddle.
Pavel watched the whole incident playing out almost in slow motion, powerless to help anybody but unable to take his eyes off
the situation. As they passed the stop, it dawned on him that the girl was probably running to catch the tram that he was sitting
on. He shouted to the driver to stop for her, but it fell on deaf ears. As the tram continued up Ulica Gdanska he stood up and saw
the girl dragging herself out of the puddle, and looking at her tram disappearing into the distance. The people around her in the
street walked past as if she wasn’t there, and his heart went out to her. He felt a lurch in his stomach, and immediately ran to the
door of the tram. He pulled the emergency cord which forced the tram to a stop, and jumped off with the driver shouting all sorts
of things at him.
He ran towards the girl who still looked bewildered and helpless. As he approached her to help, their eyes met and he felt another
lurch in his stomach. He put his arm round her to support her, hurriedly telling her that he had seen what happened and that he
was there to help. He quickly realised he was rambling, and that he sounded ridiculous. Like he was trying to be her knight in
shining armour, but the truth was that was what he was trying to be.
He led her in to the bakers where he insisted on buying her a coffee and warm piernika. They found a corner of the shop to stand
in, and when she felt a bit more relaxed Magda thought she should really thank this strange young man who had come to her
rescue. They both found it very easy to speak to the other, and within a few minutes they felt at ease in each other’s company.
They walked over and caught the next tram to university, both late for their classes but both secretly delighted that it had all
happened. Pavel, being the gentleman he was, insisted that he should meet Magda at the end of the day to see her home safely.
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Magda had mixed feelings about this arrangement as on one hand she was more than capable of looking after herself, but on the
other hand it felt nice to have such a handsome man fuss over her. On the tram back along the busy Ulica Gdanska, Pavel spoke
enthusiastically about the meat and mushroom pierogi that he loved and they agreed to hop off the tram and have some before
going home. After what seemed like a few minutes they realised they had been eating and chatting together for 2 hours, and so
made for home. Pavel plucked up the courage to ask to meet Magda again, and they arranged to meet in the old square on
Saturday evening.
On Saturday, Pavel arrived in the square a few minutes early, walking slowly for the last part of his journey so as not to look too
eager. To his surprise Magda was already waiting for him, and as soon as she saw him she strode forward and wrapped herself
around him in a warm hug. Time stood still for Pavel and he felt a bit light headed. In what felt like an out of body experience he
felt himself turn to Magda, look into her eyes, and he leaned forward and kissed her. Magda felt like she was in a whirlwind, and
the world around her stopped. The cold air seemed to accentuate Pavel’s stubble and his chin felt rough against her. As much as
she was enjoying the kiss she had to push him off and scold him for not shaving properly. Pavel saw the funny side, and they set
off into the old town where they went round the pubs and cafes, meeting friends and having fun.
Winter turned to spring and the pair were deeply in love with each other. Both had been to meet the other’s parents, and whilst
they both studied hard at university, they were inseparable at all other times. However, Bydgoszcz was changing. Hitler was
becoming more aggressive, and the young men of the country attended military training in an effort to form a civilian force that
would help the army should Germany invade. Pavel and his friends readied themselves for war, whilst Magda kept reassuring
them that it wouldn’t actually come to that.
On a warm, balmy evening in early August, Pavel and Magda were walking along the banks for the Brda River. The threat of war
was growing, and Pavel was worried that he would be conscripted to the full army. If that happened, he would be sent off to a
training camp, and eventually go to war, and might not see his beloved Magda for a very long time. Maybe it was the heat, maybe
it was the threat of not seeing her again, or maybe he was just dizzy with love, but he dropped to his knee and asked Magda to
marry him. Magda thought he was joking, pushing him over on to the grass and telling him to stop fooling around. Pavel pulled
her onto the grass next to her and said he was serious. He loved her, and he wanted to spend the rest of his life with her.

PERTHSHIRE BRASS
I haven't reported much to the Voice about Perthshire Brass, but at the request of some people in
Alyth I will do my best to keep you up to date about our activities in 2018. We have just had our
rehearsal weekend ahead of the Scottish Championships which are in Perth
Concert Hall in March. As you know, I would climb a mountain for Perthshire Brass,
so the choice of the piece '"Napoleon on the Alps" by Philip Harper seems a great
choice. We have loved working on it, and we are sounding great even though I do
say so myself. This year we will be entering quite a few contests and I hope to do
well given the quality of players we have in the band.
In late March we are hosting a youth brass band from Norway and plan to have
them perform in Alyth Parish Church on the evening of Saturday 31st March at
7.30pm. There will be more details in the March edition of the Voice.
As you know, I have developed close friendships with people in Bydgoszcz, and we
are hoping to visit there with the band in July this year to help celebrate our 40th
Anniversary. There will be around 35 of us flying over to play a weekend of concerts
in and around the city.
Our youth band has been busy too, and they have 2 big performances in March with
an appearance at the Music Foundation Concert on the 7th, then their first ever time
playing at Perform in Perth on March 12th. If any young musicians out there would
like to get involved in the band the easiest way to get in touch is to look up Perthshire
Brass on Facebook - it's also worth a look at the page to see some photos and videos of the band (some of which are
so old that I have hair on my head!).
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Glenisla Church SCIO
Charity Number SCO44459

There were two Songs of Praise Evenings at Glenisla Church in December which was a fitting end to the year. Roger Clegg and the Strathmore
Singers came and started the festive season early in December. Their rich singing filled the Church with glorious choral harmonies. Thank you
to Roger and his choir for taking the time to come along.
Our Watchnight service was led by Arthur Lawrence, it was a perfect service to start Christmas with carols and Christmas readings. As always
we are sincerely grateful to Arthur for leading this wonderful Candlelight Service which was very well attended by well over 80 people. Glenisla
Church is clearly THE place to be at 11:30pm on Christmas Eve.
We would like to take this opportunity of thanking all our guests who come to Glenisla to lead a service and bring the Church alive with music,
singing and readings.
Everyone is welcome to our Songs of Praise Evenings but they do not take place during January, February and March.
Re-start date for your diary is 1st April 2018 and then they continue on the 1st Sunday of the month at 6:30pm and there is always a cup of tea
and some home baking to look forward to as well.
The Church is available all year around for weddings and funerals for further details and information please see contacts
Contact details: Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO, Alrick, Glenisla, PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO – Eastmill House, Glenisla, PH11 8PG w.colville88@btinternet.com

Alyth Musical Society is 70!
Believe it or not Alyth Musical Society turns 70 this year and to mark the occasion we will be
hosting a celebration at Alyth Bowling Club on Saturday 10th March. In advance of this we are
asking to borrow any photographs or memorabilia relating to the society to form part of an
exhibition. Anyone willing to lend any items should hand these into the Wee Gift Shop on Airlie
Street. Please mark your name and contact details on items so we can make sure they are returned
to their rightful owners.
Other dates for the diary include a Coffee Morning on 10th February at Airlie Street Hall and, of
course this year’s show, “Calamity Jane” which runs from 17th – 21st April.
As ever, thanks for all your support.

Intrepid skier at Drumderg – Guess who!

Glenisla SWRI Ladies admiring the grandeur of Lands of
Loyal Hotel Christmas tree after enjoying a delicious meal for
their Christmas outing
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CRIGHTONS
CYCLES

Luxury Self Catering
Holiday Cottages
Auchteralyth, Alyth
PH11 8JT

t: 01575 530474
www.auchteralythsteadings.co.uk
Dogs & Cats and their well
behaved owners are welcome

•
•
•
•

New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

Could you feel better?
Re-balance your mental, physical and
emotional wellbeing with Homeopathy
-----

Bio-energy - Silent Counselling

07770 985736

angela@homeopathyperthshire.co.uk

WEEKLY
POPPINS
HOUSEKEEPING

Domestic or Commercial
Regular Weekly
Holiday Home Prep
Deep Clean - One off Clean

References available

07583074717
MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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NOTICES
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT

Thank you to the many local people who have
handed in ink cartridges, mobile phones etc
for recycling. The charity which provided the
collection facility and contributed to NSPCC
no longer operates that service.

in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm

We have sourced a new collector for ink
cartridges although not as yet for other items.
Please continue to bring your ink cartridges
only down to the Health Centre until further
notice. Thank you.

From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1. 1850s to date, there are now over
6,500 photographs of local people,
schools, businesses, events, views,
weddings, etc
2. Parish records from 1623—1854
3. Baptism records from 1900s to
date
4. 6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for Alyth’s
3 cemeteries
5. Publications & memorabilia over
150yrs

ADMISSION FREE

Alyth Library
(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun-

Closed

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm
Friday
9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

If you are
a local
Group
we’ll print
your
information here
For Free

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player
req. / Music CDs and Videos
Telephone
01250 872 905 for details

THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT
AND TODDLER GROUP
Every Friday (Term Time)
10am – 12pm
Isla Primary School- Community Hall
All Welcome
Find us on Facebook

Alyth Library
Calling all
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library
windows
Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

PAPER TRAIL

Do you have stories you
would like to share?
Paper Trail can help you to
record the chapters that
matter most through a
bespoke service of interviews
and printed copy.

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

JIM MORRICE

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support

Tel:01828 633 137
Beginners Welcome!

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Contact: liz@papertrail-ink.uk
Gift vouchers available

SINGING, PIANO,
THEORY TUITION

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL)

01828 633977

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
Be

in The Alyth Voice
ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

Alyth Walkers
Alyth Walkers finished off 2017 with a local walk from Blairgowrie in
November and a December walk from Aberfeldy.
A very wet start along the south side of the river Ericht became dry by
the lunch break at Kitty Swanson’s bridge. The highlight of the return
loop along the north bank was the sight of two otters playing close to
the path, and the old mill lades and buildings. The Cateran Café
provided very welcome and delicious cakes and coffee.
December’s walk starting at Aberfeldy was blessed with crisp winter
sunshine and views of snow-capped mountains to the north and west
across the valley of the river Tay. Turning left off the Rob Roy Way on
a forest path and across sunny moorland paths brought the group to
the spectacular waterfall and head of the Birks of Aberfeldy. At
Rabbie Burns’s statue we encountered a gold panner in the Moness
Burn who recalled his worldwide fortune hunting exploits and showed
the group the gold nuggets he had recovered. Coffee and cakes at
the Watermill bookshop and gallery and a visit to St Mary’s Church
and the 400 year old painted ceiling capped off a memorable day.
If you would like to join the group on walks in 2018 please contact
Sue on 01828 632624 or email alythwalkers@btinternet.com.

Valentine’s Day ‘Something Special’
Meal for Two: 2 courses with glass of prosecco
£20 per person (bookings only)
£25 per person (without a booking)
14th February 6pm—9pm
Check our Facebook page or in-house for menu

A family run business dedicated to
producing high quality produce for local people.
Our ranges are frozen to ensure that the freshness and
goodness is locked into the meat.
 Leitfie Farms Beef Range
 Chapelton Farm Pork Range

 Bacon, Steaks, Roasting Joints, Sausages and more
 Free Weekly Local Delivery
 Order online today
 www.oldpiggery.com

ALL FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR
Meetings~Conferences~Weddings~Funerals
Call to discuss: 01828 629141
OPENING HOURS
Mon—Sat: 10am—4.30pm Breakfast & Lunches
Fri-Sat: 9.30am—9pm Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Sunday: 9.30am—6pm Breakfast & Sunday Service

The Old Piggery Ltd, Leitfie Farms,
Alyth, PH11 8NZ
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farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
• wills & executries • employment law

SHEAR SUCCESS
12 Airlie Street Alyth
01828 633234

Wendy and Zoe
would like to wish all their clients
a Merry Christmas and we look
forward to styling you in 2018.

2-6 Market Square
Alyth

01828958040

Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am - 4.00pm
Serving breakfast, light bites,
lunches and delicious cakes!

Gift Vouchers available!

Barista coffee, Hot chocolates & Teas
as well as a selection of cold drinks
and milkshakes all available
to sit in or take away.

C Max

Children's menu, highchairs
and baby changing facilities

Garden Services Alyth

Free WiFi and Loyalty Cards.

All aspects undertaken
22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting,
tree & plant pruning and shaping, border
maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all
types), slabbing & block paving,
landscaping, turfing & grass seeding,
driveways & patio power washing.

• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater

From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

DENNIS MELLOY

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

For Surgeries in the
comfort of your own home

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

Your Local Councillor

www.weemachines.co.uk
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SALE OF ALYTH SCENES
POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.
-----------------------------------------------

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

Redesign of Local Services for
Adult Mental Health and Learning Disability Inpatients
Nears Completion

NHS Tayside has nearly finished redesigning its services for Adult Mental Health and Learning Disability inpatients.
The Redesign Transformation Programme has been running over the past two years or so, and has involved hundreds of people
and organisations all over the region giving their views on how services could be improved.
As The Voice went to print for its February edition, the report on the consultation had been approved by the NHS Tayside Board,
and was still to go before the Perth & Kinross Integration Joint Board and other local boards for final approval.
Chief Officer for Perth & Kinross Health and Social Care Partnership Robert Packham said, “Firstly I would like to thank
everyone who took the time to respond to our consultation on the future of inpatient mental health and learning disability services
across Tayside.
“While the overwhelming majority of people with mental health problems or learning disabilities live with varying degrees of
support, care and treatment within their own homes and communities, there is still a requirement for inpatient services at times of
crisis or where individuals’ complex needs can best be met by specialist staff in inpatient settings.
“The consultation asked for views on our proposals to redesign inpatient services for mental health and learning disabilities. The
proposals identified a preferred option which is to provide General Adult Psychiatry acute admissions from four wards at
Carseview Centre in Dundee and Learning Disability inpatient services from three wards at Murray Royal Hospital in Perth.
“Clinicians considered this option and were assured that it was the only option which is able to provide safe, sustainable and high
quality mental health services for the people of Tayside into the future.
“We heard from hundreds of people including service users, carers, staff, partner organisations and the public, through 1250
face-to-face conversations and groups discussions as well as 363 completed surveys, 54 emails and 103 responses in
comments boxes from across the region.
“We have always been very clear about what our public consultation was about; we wanted to hear views on how the preferred
option would impact on service users, carers, relatives, our partners and communities.
“It is very important that everyone’s views and opinions which were shared during the consultation are considered and that is
why all the feedback we received, including survey responses, group responses, emails and comments, is available to view in
full on the consultation website at www.taysidementalhealthredesign.scot.nhs.uk.
“This feedback forms a critical part of the evidence which will be presented to NHS Tayside Board and Angus, Dundee and Perth
& Kinross Integration Joint Boards during December and January.
“Perth & Kinross Integration Joint Board will make the final decision at its meeting on 26 January based on the clinical evidence
and the consultation feedback.
“If the preferred option is approved, NHS Tayside and the health and social care partnerships are committed to ensuring that
staff, service users, carers and our partners in the public and third sectors continue to play a meaningful part to address the
issues they have raised and look at ways of minimising the impact of the proposed changes.”
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J & J HOWE
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service

Where your smile is important

Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal

General Dentistry
Dental Hygiene
Crowns & Bridges
Cosmetics
Veneers
Whitening

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
We now work with several other auction company's but
still provide,
House Clearances
Goods taken to Auction
Disposal Service
Valuations
Pre-sale Advice given

Our aim is to provide a preventative
approach to dentistry, where we will
cater for the needs of the whole family.
We are a modern dental practice,
offering high quality dental care to Alyth
and the surrounding area.

01828 633313
REGULAR HOURS

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP

Mon - Tues
9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday
By arrangement only

We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains.
For further details of all these services phone 01250
872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

info@alythdental.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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Drivers URGENTLY needed!
For Alyth and District Patient Transport Service Registered Charity No. SC047210
(formerly Alyth, Meigle and District Nursing and Samaritan Association)

All that is required is a few hours of your time each month to take local people to hospital and clinic
appointments using your own car. You will receive expenses to cover your costs.
There are many proven benefits to volunteering for both the volunteer and those who benefit from the
service.
This is what our own Samaritan Car drivers have told us:
George: I had just retired and moved to the area. I felt joining would get me closer to the community.
Most of the people I drive to appointments would find it difficult to make the journey on their own. Over the years I have enjoyed
listening to their tales of Old Alyth and their families. I have become friends with most and thoroughly enjoy my day with them.
Morag: I wanted to do some volunteer work in Alyth, my adoptive home, and I felt the Samaritan car service was a very necessary
and worthwhile service for the community. I enjoy meeting the many people who use the service, when we cover many different
topics of conversation. I feel now that I have become friends with many of the patients.
All the patients are most appreciative of the service provided and comment that, without it, they would find it very difficult to get to
the hospitals to keep their appointments.
Peter: My reasons for joining were really two-fold : (1) to establish new friends and contacts and (2) to put something back into
the community. I have to say I learned more about the history and various 'goings-on' in Alyth from the variety of elderly patients
(mainly female it must be said) whom I had the pleasure of transporting and conversing with over the last 10 years than I would
have managed if left to my own resources. Moreover it very soon became apparent how much our service is appreciated by all
the individuals we help out, which has helped justify my second reason above.
James: I joined as it kept my interest in driving a wee bit alive. This is an essential service as far as I am concerned. The patients
I transport, with no exception, appreciate the ease in getting to where they wish to be, accompanied by a friendly face!
Being a volunteer driver can suit retired people, those working part-time, homemakers or any local person over 21 with time during
the day to spare, who would like to help us keep this vital service going.
Please consider signing up!
For more information or to join up contact:
Liz Gordon, Co-ordinator (01828 633554) or Marion Duffy Secretary/Treasurer (07742 305101).

JOURNEY TO BANGLADESH
I would like thank everyone who has supported me in my fundraising efforts for my trip to
Bangladesh.
I will be leaving on the 28th January for three months to volunteer with VSO ICS in Birampur in the
Dinajpur District of northern Bangladesh. I will be working to help improve the employability skills,
knowledge and competence of young people and engaging youth in strengthening local
government services. I will be living with a local family and learning about their customs and
traditions. This will be a real learning experience for me and I hope to make a positive impact in
the local community.
None of this would have been possible without the support of the Alyth Community. I was required
to raise £800 for VSO but with your help I raised an amazing £1200 so thank you all.
I cannot mention everyone but I would like to thank THRIFTY ONE for their donation of £150, everyone who donated at the
Christmas Lights Switch On event and all the wonderfully generous customers at the Losset Inn who filled up my BUCKETS
FOR BANGLADESH. Thanks also to Tennent Caledonian Breweries and Andy Barrie at Colbeggie
Farm.
Thank you all again for all your support and of course I will be letting you
all know how I am getting on.
Callum Miller
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VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH
01828 633660

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out
what it can do for you, prices start from £79!

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments

Greatly improves fuel economy

(please phone by 9.30am)
•
•

Noticeably improved vehicle performance
Improves engine response
Considerably lower emissions

Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life
with Terraclean carbon removal
Gives immediate drive-away results
– book now to feel the difference instantly!

Northlands Nursing Home

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
• Highly qualified stable staff team
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
• Home cooked choice of meals
• Secure gardens
• Some fully funded places available
Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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ALYTH VOICE ON FACEBOOK

Check out our Facebook page and don’t forget if you currently
advertise with us you can promote your business/organisation on
our page. We currently have a following of 1446 people so don’t
miss out!

‘Red Sky’ by L McGowan
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“Nothing but positivity, kindness and friendliness!”
- a newcomer’s view of Alyth
My family and I moved to Alyth from Dundee in February 2017, having lived a hustle and bustle life. After running a pub and living
in a house on a main road, we decided enough is enough and wanted a simpler, quieter life. I always really desired the quieter life
but it was never practical (as I thought).
Anyway after careful thinking and desire for the “Life is for Living” quote, we decided let’s do it and looked around for a suitable
property. Several houses arose in several different outskirts of Dundee, but my partner and son kept mentioning this one in Alyth,
so after getting my head nipped for a few weeks from them I finally backed down and arranged to view……I’ve got to say I totally
loved it the minute I walked in - an amazing sense of belonging. So now it was time for me to nip their heads, and so we moved to
Alyth!
We had no connection to Alyth or anything so we took it as we found it. Several people I knew tried desperately to put me of by
speaking ill of it, but I would not heed! I was focused! I knew what I wanted and where I wanted to be now - Alyth. Since we have
moved here we have experienced nothing but positivity, kindness, friendliness and to top it off an amazing community spirit. My
youngest son was in Primary 1 in Dundee and broke his heart every morning I took him to school, which in turn broke mine. Since
we moved here and he joined Alyth Primary he is one happy wee boy and doesn’t mind going to school at all. The staff see him
as a wee person and not just a number (which was how it felt in Dundee) and they have made my son happy which in turn makes
me happy.
My oldest son was finishing up his education in Dundee and commuted back and forth. One day on one of our walks I prompted
him to put a CV into the garage beside us as he has a huge passion for cars influenced by myself and his father, so he put one in
and two months later (after his education completed) he was offered a fantastic opportunity from them which he jumped at and
totally loves. My daughter went through the transition of changing to Blairgowrie with being in her last year of education. It proved
rather difficult for her but she receives brilliant support from the school to ease the transition. We have all went for nice walks and
cycles, and the views and ambience of this little town are beautiful.
My partner and I often go out the back roads and look for abandoned buildings and I love taking pictures of them. We found a
castle which after research we discovered was called Ballintore - it was fascinating. We also found an abandoned farm up beside
the wind-farm but haven’t been able to find out what it was called. I like to find old pictures of buildings which I use to make videos
showing before and after.
Christmastime blew us away: the village was lit up so beautifully and we felt so proud driving home from work entering Alyth and
seeing how pretty it looked, especially the Arches over the water - simply beautiful. We often took our dog for a walk up by the
fields and there was this little baby Christmas tree all by itself in a rather random place, which we slowly watched grow since
February. We said from the minute we saw it we were going to put lights on it at Christmas time, which we did.

I was really upset earlier in the year when I heard of the parish church being in a bad way as I was desperate to see inside it as
the pictures that I’d seen of it looked beautiful. Sadly it was a while before I got the opportunity to go in and see it for real (I would
love to go in and take pics at some point). When I did I was in such awe so I talked to my partner and agreed we would go to
midnight mass at Christmas time so he could see it, and hand on heart when we went up Christmas Eve, I was blown away at the
effort, the beauty, the candles, the choir and of course the beautiful service done by the Reverend. When the lights all dimmed for
the midnight bells I was in such awe I felt my eyes well up, it was so overwhelming.
Continued over—
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Once the service was finished we walked home and went up to check on the baby Christmas tree to see if the lights were still
working. Sadly they were not getting enough light to work continuous but we were so pleased when we seen that someone had
put tinsel and baubles on it. It shouldn’t have surprised us as we had learnt by then how good and thoughtful the people of Alyth
are, but it completed our evening to know there are other people out there that appreciate the simple things in life.
Im sorry I’ve written such a big spiel but I wanted Alyth Voice to know that we, as a family of outsiders, have come to Alyth and
been welcomed, accepted and made to feel completely at home by you - the town of Alyth. I cannot thank everyone enough - it
has made the decision to come and live in Alyth one of the best choices we have ever made, and I can honestly say we had the
best Christmas ever and it was all down to Alyth.
M

FESTIVAL - 25 - 27 MAY 2018
Preparations are well under way for this years three day festival in Alyth at the end of May. Following the success of last year’s
event we decided to see if we could recreate an even more diverse Alyth Creates festival in 2018! This year we have more
workshops, talks, performances, demos, open studios, exhibitions, music, poetry, and an artist and makers fair over the course
of the three days....We hope to have some classic cars on show again and another Wild Boar Hunt around the town which
proved popular last year due to the £100 cash prize offered as incentive! The weekend will coincide with the Making Tracks
event at the bike park and also the first ever Cateran Trail hill race has been organised for Sunday 27 May to start at Kirkton of
Glenisla and finish in Alyth. This offers some gruelling hill climbs and 11 miles of stunning scenery along the way. Entries will
open online in February for the run, however the course map and notes can be found at www.alythartsandcraftsguild.co.uk
under the Cateran page or on Alyth Creates - A 3 Day Festival facebook page. Further information regarding all the
forthcoming events will be added over the course of the next month or two and the brochure will be available late April/early
May. The festival was incredibly well supported by the public last year and it also brought many visitors into Alyth from a
considerable distance away. We would be delighted to see even more folk, old and new at this year’s event.
If any local businesses wish to sponsor the event please email the
Arts and Crafts Guild, message the Alyth Creates facebook page or
email garside_lesley@yahoo.co.uk. We had a great response last
year from small businesses which helped us with various costs. This
year we have already received a generous donation from Proctors,
Blairgowrie towards some of the printing and hope further funds will be
forthcoming from other sources!
Please like and share our facebook page and also get in touch if you
feel you may have something to contribute to the festival by way of
running a talk, related event or simply playing some music in a given
location on one of the three days.
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In at the Start – Alyth Photographic Club
Alyth Photographic Club is a small group of enthusiastic amateurs from Alyth and the wider area of Perthshire who share a
common interest in photography.
The Club was formed in 2009 by Ron McGill and John Lindsay. Ron had recently moved to New Alyth and bought one of the first
digital Kodak cameras, which he used for his garden design business. John had a wealth of knowledge and experience of film
photography and had worked in J D Brown, Dundee. A meeting of interested people was arranged in the Dirliebane café in Alyth
Square which was run by Rhona Milne who shared an interest in photography.
Digital photography was in the early stages of development, so the aims of the club in its early days focused on learning about the
technology and sharing this knowledge and experience among the membership. Digital technology has come on in leaps and
bounds: phones, miniature video cameras, iPads, and social media have made photography accessible to all, and enabled
everyone to take good photographs (or not). Members of the club have expanded their knowledge and pursue subjects which
interest them - wildlife, landscape, sport - and have successfully won various categories at the Alyth Show. Neil Jackson has taken
his knowledge to professional level through study with the Open University. John runs his own business, Alyth Photography, and
Ron continues his interest in his role as Chair of Alyth Arts & Crafts Guild.

‘Pink Flower’ by Ian Galbraith (1st Prize)

‘Balloch Bridge’ by Ron McGill

Like the revival of vinyl, many professionals have reverted to film. Film is being manufactured again, and even glass plate has
seen a revival of interest. D W Laing, 15 High St. Blairgowrie (1927-1993), is an example of how Perthshire has been at the
forefront of photography. Laing’s photography business recorded over 13,000 images of all aspects of life in Perthshire on glass
plate and latterly film. Their record of the construction of the Forth and Tay Bridges and hydro schemes is now saved for the nation.
Perth Museum has digitised this vast collection of images (the Laing Collection), a selection of which can be viewed locally at Alyth
Museum. Alternatively link to https:vimeo.com/107899086 to watch the video “A Long Exposure”. Alyth Photographic Club
continues this long tradition into the digital future.
Through sharing knowledge and experience, Club members have expanded their photographic knowledge and technical skills.
The Club welcomes film and digital cameras from compact to SLR. Projection and laptop equipment allows members to share
their photographic portfolios and learn about the latest computer software for the enhancement of their images.
Club meetings combine theoretical and practical sessions on landscapes, wildlife, abstract (some call this "arty farty”!), macro and
portrait photography. In-depth explanations of camera controls, filters, lenses and correct exposure enable members to get the
best from their cameras and become more creative and artistic in their photography.
Location photo-shoots take place on a regular basis and have included: the Isle of May, wildlife parks, Dundee and astronomical/
night time photography.
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The Club is an informal club run to encourage members to participate. Various
subjects are treated as projects throughout the year and members’ images are
projected for other members who are encouraged to advise with a positive critique,
suggesting improvements that could be made allowing the author to improve technically
and artistically.
Annually, the club is asked to photograph the Alyth Show and are provided with official
"press passes”. The resulting collection is then submitted to the show committee for
their selection to use wherever they see fit.
Club member Iain Galbraith won the overall photographic prize in 2017; his two 1st
prize winning pictures are shown in this article
The club meets every two weeks at the Scout Hut, usually on a Monday but sometimes
on Saturdays over the summer, and there are always tea and biscuits!

PROGRAMME FOR 2018
12th Feb
26th Feb
12th Mar
26th Mar
9th Apr
23rd Apr
12th May
16th Jun
21st July
18th Aug
3rd Sept
8th Sept
17th Sept
1st Oct
15th Oct
29th Oct
12th Nov
28th Nov
18th Dec

(Sat)
(Sat)
(Sat)
(Sat)
(Sat)

Submit images for open competition, workshop
Slideshow, nature project
Judging of open competition
Workshop, astro-photography (weather permitting)
Slideshow, portraits
AGM and prize-giving
Summer event - Glencoe
Summer event - Treasure Hunt
Summer event - Kincraig
Summer event - Grangemouth/Bridges/Bo’ness Railway
Welcome, workshop
Day trip - Isle of May
Slideshow, “Glencoe/Patterns”
Treasure Hunt show and judging
Workshop
Slideshow, Kincraig/Isle of May
Project/competition, integrated images/river flow
Workshop
Slideshow, Grangemouth/Bridges/Bo’ness Railway

Come along - all are welcome and for the first few visits there is no obligation to join.
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‘Bluebells’ by Ian Galbraith (1st Prize)

ADT Installs First of Three Public Defibrillators
Alyth Development Trust has installed the first of three publicly-available
defibrillators to help save lives in and around Alyth.
Defibrillators are life-saving machines used to re-start someone’s heart if they have
a heart attack. In a rural community like Alyth, fast access to an ambulance is not
always possible, yet there is only a window of five minutes to re-start a stopped
heart before fatal brain damage is done – so access to these machines needs to be
fast.
J W Wheatley & Son installed the first defibrillator in the squinty phone box in the
Market Square in mid-January, and as The Voice went to print the Scottish
Ambulance Service were preparing to switch it on.
When it’s live, anyone needing to use it must phone 999 to get the security access
code to open the box and access the defibrillator. The security access code means
the life-saving equipment in the box is secure until it is needed.
ADT director Marian Bruce commented: “We hope everyone in Alyth will help keep
it safe from vandals and challenge anyone who is trying to damage it – your life
could literally depend on it!

ADT director Marian Bruce pictured
with the new defibrillator in the
'squinty' phone box.

Marian continued: “We’re immensely grateful to to The Collective Dairy (makers of amazingly tasty yoghurt) for funding this
defibrillator in memory of Mike Hodgson, their co-founder, who tragically died in 2015 after a heart attack suffered while cycling in
the Lake District. We hope that their kind donation will be a life saver for anyone in Alyth in the unfortunate position of needing a
defibrillator.
“We’re also very thankful to the Drumderg Wind-Farm Community Fund for a micro-grant of £300 enabling us to reconnect the
electrical power supply to the phone box.”
ADT are applying for funding for a further two defibrillators, one for New Alyth and one for the Den Car Park.
Read the full story on the ADT website: www.lovealyth.org.uk

DONATE TO THE VOICE
Your Alyth Voice as a FREE Newsletter, written, designed and delivered by local
volunteers and depends heavily on precious advertisers and of course on
donations from you and our friends across the world. Therefore, it would make
sense to make donating as easy a process as possible.
This led the Committee to thinking about a secure process that anyone could access and it was decided that PayPal
would be the safest and simplest online tool to allow readers the opportunity to donate from their home, their phone etc.
PayPal also allows, both people with and without PayPal accounts to send The Voice a donation safely.
If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use the PayPal me link shown below:
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice
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Cateran’s Common Wealth Update
by Co-Producer Clare Cooper

Voice readers may remember that we launched the Cateran’s Common Wealth initiative in 2017 (www.commonculture.org.uk)
with three projects:
The Story Box: a new community-led oral history
archive housed in an old red telephone box in Alyth
Market Square;
Common Ground: a six-month artist residency with
local schools and community groups which used new
aerial photographs of the archaeology of the Cateran
Trail to create new textiles for everyday use in settings
including primary schools, youth centres, care homes
and local businesses, and
A Story of the Cateran Trail in 100 Objects: A public
campaign to identify people, places and landscapes
around the Cateran Trail that have value to local people
and visitors, culminating in an Exhibition in Alyth
Museum and a set of new written and photographic
resources published both on and off line.

Common Ground Artist in Residence Deirdre Nelson gifting one of the
stitched cushions to Margaret Ferguson in her shop

Each of these projects was designed to offer new insights
into the common wealth of culture, heritage and history around the
Cateran Trail and the important role they play in our communities,
socially, environmentally and economically.
The programme has been a big hit with local residents. Over 2,600
people of all ages came to various walks, talks, workshops, exhibitions
and sound-archive experience. All participants surveyed said the
experience was valuable; 80% said the project helped them feel more
connected to their community; 60% said they had strengthened
relationships with those they already knew in their community; 50% got
to know new people in their community, and 70% said their involvement
inspired them to get more involved in their community.
As well as the The Story Box sound archive, Common Ground
created a new public archive of 600 aerial photographs of the
archaeology of the Cateran Trail, now available on
www.canmore.org.uk, plus 50 specially selected for the Cateran’s
Common Wealth website.
We have published six new essays and gazetteers on place-name
research, together with a new booklet detailing key landscapes and
aerial photos and documenting the artist residency, all available at
www.commonculture.org.uk.
A Story of the Cateran Trail in 100 Objects created an Exhibition in
Alyth Museum, which was so successful that it is returning in 2018, and
a booklet detailing the final list of 100 which is available free of charge
from the Museum and also as a download via
www.commonculture.org.uk.

The opening of 'A Story of The Cateran Trail in
100 Objects' in Alyth Museum on 1 July 2017
by Sebastian Goodman, one of the youngest people from
East Perthshire to have walked the Trail and
Bob Ellis, co-Founder of the Trail

We hope that over a number of years (if we can continue to raise funds to deliver further activities and events) we will be able to
programme other activities suggested by local people. We’ve already begun to investigate what might be achieved in 2018 to
celebrate The Scottish Year of Young People.
Find out more at www.common.culture.org.uk, and get in touch with me at info@commonculture.org.uk.
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Interview with: Neil and Nicky Tuer
by Kevin Coe
One of Alyth’s great strengths is its ability to attract and
inspire young people to make it their home and the base
for exciting new businesses.
Neil and Nicky Tuer are great examples of this, having
established their successful Alyth Cycles venture in the
town just three years ago. This month (February 2018)
they are celebrating the first anniversary of moving the
business into The Barony at the top of Commercial
Street.
Neil and Nicky both hail from Highland Perthshire, but
had something of a journey before settling in Alyth
together several years ago. Neil grew up near Ballinluig
where his mum and dad, though originally from the
Liverpool area, had lived for many years - Dad ran his
own forestry engineering business.
“It was in the hills in the middle of nowhere,” says Neil, “so basically I grew up outdoors.”
Nicky, by contrast, was born on a housing estate in Hull and her first real experience of the countryside was a family holiday in
Scotland when she was about seven, which led to the whole family upping sticks and moving to Blairgowrie, and later to Pitlochry.
“It was a dream for me,” she remembers, “climbing trees and running through wilderness. I was the oldest of five, so we all grew up
having adventures together in the Perthshire countryside.”
She and Neil first met at Pitlochry High School, after which Neil joined a garage in Blairgowrie as an apprentice mechanic while
Nicky studied art at college.
After a while, the urge to see the world took hold and the couple went to New Zealand where Neil worked as a mechanic and Nicky
worked in a shop - taking every chance they could to go sight-seeing and backpacking.
Back in Scotland in 2009, Neil joined Classic Restorations in Alyth where he worked for six or seven years, while Nicky worked in
the customer service industry.
Neil rose to be foreman, but by late 2014 had saved enough to start his own business, and so Alyth Cycles opened opposite the
bridge at the bottom of Commercial Street in January 2015. Hiring bikes at first, they soon began selling selling and servicing bikes
and related equipment.
Both are keen cyclists, especially off-road, and Neil is an enthusiastic cycle engineer - “I like them better than cars!”
After two successful years, they grew out of the small shop by the bridge. Casting around for new premises, they spotted The
Barony, tracked down the owners and made an offer to rent it.
The Barony was built in 1843 as the United Presbyterian Church, which after amalgamation became the United Free Church in
1899, before becoming known as the Barony in 1927. The church closed in 1977 and was subsequently bought by Howes of
Blairgowrie and used as a store.
“We spotted the massive potential straight away,” says Neil. “It’s a great big space which can be used for a variety of things.”
Alyth Cycles shares the space with Outdoor Explore, run by Piotr Gudan offering outdoor experiences in kayaking, trekking,
mountain-biking and wildlife watching across Scotland.
Neil and Piotr knew each other from training together as retained firefighters - Neil is on the strength of the Alyth Fire Station, while
Piotr serves in Blairgowrie.
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“Moving in together made perfect sense since we both started around the same time and our businesses complement each other,”
says Neil. “We have a lot in common, and we work together to promote each others’ business.”
As if Neil and Nicky weren’t already busy enough, baby Seren arrived the same week they moved into The Barony - “we must have
thought we weren’t going to be tired enough!” laughs Nicky.
Energy clearly isn’t a problem, however, since as well as helping to run the business and looking after Seren, whose name is the
Welsh for ‘star’, Nicky also works part-time as event coordinator for the Blairgowrie-based charity Countryside Learning Scotland,
organising events to get schoolchildren of all ages out into the countryside, all over Scotland.
The couple seem committed to making their mark and building their lives in Alyth: “There’s so much scope for Alyth to become a
centre for outdoor activities and holidays both for locals and for the increasing numbers of visitors we’re seeing come into the area,”
says Nicky.
“Everything is right on our doorstep, from national attractions like the Cairngorms and the Cateran Trail right down to local farm and
forest trails in and around Alyth. And there are more and more small businesses springing up locally offering outdoor experiences,
camping, b’n’b, equipment and so on, all of which complement each other and often work together.
“Being a part of the community here - it’s such a wonderful way of life,” she adds. And it seems that the message is getting out
there - Nicky knows of two or three young couples, friends of theirs, who have moved to Alyth in the last year.
“They saw us doing something exciting in Alyth as a young couple and they’ve been attracted by the kind of life you can have here.
It’s great for us to encourage people to feel about Alyth the way we do, because Alyth is such a hidden gem, and it’s great when
other people see the potential here and how exciting it is.”
Find out more about Neil and Nicky here: https://baronyalyth.co.uk

James’ fund-raising campaign
We were delighted to be able to get James Fordyce his new
motorised wheelchair in time for Christmas. I think the smile says it
all! His chair along with the new hospital bed received from Charlie
Kean (Kean’s Childrens’ Fund) has made a huge difference to
James’ everyday comfort and independence.
James has really got the hang of manoeuvring the chair and once
he has been assessed for safety he will be able to use it in school –
he is not impressed and currently having to use his old chair for
school .
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all who supported
our fundraising; we managed to get £8000 in just 8 weeks Incredible support from individuals and local businesses. James’
family are eternally grateful to all who donated and supported our
events.
We still have one event planned – on February 9th we will be
holding a fundraising disco and auction in Alyth Town Hall.
We have been donated some fantastic vouchers and items for
auction so please come along and support us.
All money raised will continue to go to James’ fund to ensure that
we can insure and maintain his chair.
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ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

Changes, and/or adverts received after this date will not be
included.
The Voice can no longer call/visit on advertisers.
Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if
no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed.
We regret that space cannot be booked.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.
Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

PayPal allows, both people with and without PayPal accounts to
send The Voice a donation safely.

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send money to
The Alyth Voice using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk

Solutions
Lunan’s Newsagents
Thrifty One

If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use the
PayPal me link shown below:
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
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