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Alyth Placecheck Update: Town Centre Improvements
Following all the previous consultation, Perth and Kinross Council have been working closely with Alyth Community Council,
Alyth Development Trust and Alyth in Bloom to finalise the plans for improving Alyth town centre. The final plan can now be
found on the Council website www.pkc.gov.uk/alythplacecheck. The aim of these improvements is to:

• Create a square that is pedestrian friendly, with improved access for all pedestrians, wider pavements, reduced street
clutter and dropped kerbs at key locations.

• Create a flexible space which would enable opportunities for outdoor events to be held in the Square whilst recognising the
everyday need for car parking.

• Improve bus access, pedestrian safety and passenger boarding facilities
• Retain existing car parking numbers.
The design includes community facilities such as above ground electric power points for outdoor events, Christmas tree stand,
power supply next to the existing tree opposite the Co-op for Christmas lights, underground infrastructure for future electric car
charge points, refurbished community notice board, new bus stop/shelter, new benches and lighting. The existing recycling bins
will be removed from the Square and relocated in the recycling point on Mill Street.
To aid and promote pedestrian and disabled access around the Square it is proposed to construct shallow ramps at several key
pedestrian road crossing points (This will not affect the main routes) and include two disabled parking bays.
The design also includes the retention of the two large oaks next to the burnside and the large tree opposite the Co-op. It is
proposed to plant up to 6 new trees within the Square if budget allows. Other planting can be accommodated within the
proposals for example the new and reconditioned lamp posts would be fitted with hanging basket brackets and new planters
could be installed on the wider sections of paving at a later date.
To be sympathetic to the townscape character it is proposed to pave the footways with a rustic red/brown concrete cobble
paving and this may be extended to the main car park if it can be afforded. The roads and bus route around the Square would
include a red stone chip to help improve the look of these.
The project is out to tender. At present it is intended to carry out the improvements in the late summer/autumn this year with the
works being complete by mid-November in time for the Christmas lights. In order to achieve this the construction works would
start at the end of August and last for approximately 12 weeks. There will be further information provided about any disruption
during the works and every effort will be made to keep this to a minimum. We appreciate the continued patience and support of
the community in helping to achieve these improvements.

See detailed drawing on centre pages

The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the July issue of the Alyth Voice!
It’s shaping up to be a great summer for Alyth. As I write, we’re enjoying a second spell of
really fine weather, showing off our wee town at its very best. It’s looking better than ever this
year thanks to the amazing work being done by the dedicated volunteers of Alyth in Bloom.
As well as the planters and hanging baskets that are making the town look so beautiful, Alyth
in Bloom must also be congratulated on the splendid new drystone feature which welcomes
visitors at the entrance to the town, officially inaugurated by Provost of Perth & Kinross
Councillor Dennis Melloy on 22 June. Many congratulations to Alyth in Bloom and to Ron
McGill in particular for the unique and evocative drystane wall and its Pictish-style carving of a
bull to recall Alyth’s historic importance as a droving town.
At the end of May, we enjoyed Alyth Creates which showed off the tremendous creativity and
passion for expression displayed by so many local artists and craftspeople. There can be few
towns of our size which can put on such a show year after year. It is a huge effort for those
involved, however, and relies entirely on volunteers to make it happen. If you can contribute a
few hours next year, you would be helping to make a genuine difference - please do get in
touch if you can help.
The fantastic work of Alyth in Bloom and Alyth Creates was slightly marred, unfortunately, by
the thoughtless and selfish actions of an unknown few who stole or vandalised artworks and
plants for no good reason whatsoever. This is behaviour which must not be tolerated and
every effort should be made to identify the culprits and show them the error of their ways.
Happily, in at least one case, a stolen public artwork from Alyth Creates was eventually
returned to its maker, which goes some way to restoring one’s faith in human nature.
Meanwhile, Perth & Kinross Council have now invited tenders for the major Market Square
Regeneration project, on which Alyth Development Trust, Alyth Community Council and Alyth
in Bloom have been working so hard together. The works are expected to start in August and
be completed in time for the Christmas lights switch-on, and I’m sure that the finished project
will transform the Square and give us a village heart we can all be proud of.
In other news, considerable progress is being made on the Strathmore Cycle Network which
aims to link Alyth, Rattray, Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus with a dedicated footpath/cycle
track. Look out for more news on this in the next issue: it’s a major project that we should
really get behind as a community.
Until then, have a great July and fingers crossed that we continue to be blessed with good
weather!
Kevin Coe
Editor
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

JULY
2nd-7th
14th
21st
28th
30th

Airlie Street Hall
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Lunch

The Kirk Shop
Tayside Dressage
Strathmore Tots
SCAA
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch & Soc

AUG
4th
11th
18th
25th

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning

Zimbabwe Charity Peza Trust
Isla Primary
Alyth Voice
Alyth Show

SEPT
1st
8th
9th
15th
19th
22nd
29th

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Alyth Guild
Coffee Morning
Silent Auction
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning

Scouts
Lumch Club
Guild Recommences
AYP
Ogilvie Rooms 7pm (Isla Parishes)
Macmillan Nurses
3rd Alyth Brownies

NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ

Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
After Hours (NHS24):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Perth & Kinross School Holidays

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm
Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am

HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

RETURNING

Summer

28th Jun (Thu)

14th Aug (Tue)

Autumn

5th Oct (Fri)

22nd Oct (Mon)

14th Nov (Wed)

19th Nov (Mon)

21st Dec (Fri)

7th Jan 2019 (Mon)

Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

In-Service Days
Christmas

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

Est 1953

No job too big or too small
New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM
JOINERY SERVICES

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS :
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL :
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS :
GLAZING AND LOCKS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call or email for advice and estimates

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com
TEL: 01828 632070
www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk

Find us on Facebook :
G A Davidson Joiners

JOHN A McINTOSH

T: 01828632581 M:07597114868

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

IRONING SERVICE
IN ALYTH

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

Don’t have time to do your
own!

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. .
PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE
ARRANGED FROM
ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE
AND SURROUNDING AREA.
TEL: 07842051599

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

TOSH TILING SERVICES

Competitive Rates

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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Across

Down

1.
3.
5.
6.
7.
9.
10.
14.
15.
16.
19.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

2.
3.
4.
8.
11.
12.
13.
15.
17.
18.
20.
21.
23.

Female offspring
Castle
Thrifty
Noisy scene or uproar
Birth control
Political murderer
Evil spirit
Defiant
Thick mist
Involving two
From beyond the earth
Dig up corpse
Hot red pepper
Roman officer
Sour
Not allowed
Having died out

Traveller in space
Irritated
Rely on
Frequent
Lay bare
Go away, leave
Mixed kinds
Young Horse
Condition of the lungs
Small fleshy fruit
Casual
Confident
Group of singers

Answers on Page 17
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Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
E.C.A. Registered and Approved

Stewart MacDonald

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Telephone 01828 632 995
A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

NEW TEL: 01828 634165

RENDEZVOUS
**HAIRDRESSER**

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Open Tues - Sat
Gift Vouchers Available

THANK YOU
The Menzies family would like to
thank everyone who donated prizes,
raffles and money and attended their
recent Bingo Tea in the Town Hall.
Special thanks go to Geraldine,
Kathleen and Shona, Frances and
Sheila and Margaret and Wilma for
always being there to help us.
We raised the magnificent total of
£1,201.80 for Marie Curie in memory
of our much missed Husband/Dad/
Grandad, Stan Menzies.
Picture shows the oldest and
youngest members of the Menzies
family: Helen Menzies and her great
grand-daughter, Nina Paul,
Blairgowrie.

Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

4.30pm - 9.00pm

Summer Activities in Alyth Community Wing
Alyth Primary School may be closed over the summer, but Alyth Community
Wing remains open and we have a wide range of activities for families of all
ages, and all of the activities are free.
Perth and Kinross Council, Alyth Youth Partnership (AYP), LiveActive are
offering a range of sessions from Bird Box making with Alistair Jelks, Games with
AYP, Family Rounders or Archery with the Barony. We’re also offering Golf with
Active Schools and Walking Football for all ages.
There are also art and craft activities and on most occasions a light lunch will be
available, courtesy of funding from Children in Scotland. It’s a great opportunity
for families to do things together.
Later in the holidays there’s a teddy bear picnic
To have a look at the programme you can visit our facebook page –
www.facebook.com/alythcommunitywing/ or you can drop into the Wing and pick
up a hard copy, or give Louise a phone on 01250 873161 to book in as some
sessions will have a limit on numbers.
We look forward to seeing you.
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SCOUTS
We have certainly seen a heavy usage of our camping equipment this month, and as fortune favours the brave, we had superb
weather to accompany the activities
22 Cubs and 6 Leaders set off for the campsite at Craggan just outside Crieff. The site is ideal for camps being secluded
amongst the hills and a wee burn running through. It is important
to note that the Leaders were relieved that the weather was dry
for the camp which always makes the venture so much easier.
Whereas the Cubs descended on the burn with the obvious
result. Splash, Glug, Soak! Wellies are good and keeping water
out – to a point. The point in question is where the water level
exceeds the height of the wellie, at this juncture the wellies are
equally efficient at keeping the water in. Along with the camp
activities was a stop off at a railway exhibition in Methven on the
way home where everyone was kept on the rails. Well done Cubs
and I hope you thanked your Leaders for your weekend
Not only but also, the Scouts undertook their Expedition
Challenge. Apparently, this can be done in an urban situation but
given our locality we headed off for them thar hills. The entire
Troop headed off on the Friday and it was all hands to the pumps
to set up camp. We were using lightweight camping skills, so we
did not have that much to pitch which allowed a game of Capture
the Flag before the Troop headed back. To their credit the scouts that were camping were quite
efficient at getting going the following morning. Having to have breakfast, clean up, pack kit,
make packed and down tents. I had planned to be on the road by about 10.00am. Of course,
they were ready by 8.45 and were eager to get going. Arriving at the second campsite at
3.00pm it was pitch tents up again and on with the grub. Corned beef hash goes down well
when you have an appetite and second helpings satisfy everyone. After activities we brewed up
again for supper which consisted of pasta mix. Having been told to put in 2 mugs of water, one
bright guy decided that it didn’t look like much, so he doubled it. I sensed there was trouble
when I saw a bit of pasta going down for the third time with little hope of rescue. Nevertheless,
a quick reduction of fluid soon recovered the situation and the resultant dish “dishappeared”.
The Leaders were impressed at how well the Scouts coped with the hike and we arrived back in
Alyth ahead of time – if a little exhausted
The Explorer Scouts undertook a practise hike for their Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. This
was no mean feat and will stand them in good stead when they complete the full expedition. As
part of the Alyth Creates, the Leaders and Explorers built a da
Vinci bridge in the wee park. This is one of those ideas you
see a sketch of and are quite impressed, so it was immensely
creative to construct this “in the flesh”. I gather they had a wee
practise beforehand and used the technique for the
construction
I am delighted to note that James Atkinson was awarded his
Explorer Belt in Glasgow this month. Norman West, who
coordinated the hike in Germany, accompanied him to the
ceremony
A busy month for everyone in Scouting
Ron Kirkpatrick
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•

Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work

All work carried out by fully qualified
Professionals and finished
to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

Sparkles Cleaning
Service
Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533

THE SINGING KETTLE
Fully licensed
14 Airlie Street, Alyth

Morning coffees
Light lunches
Afternoon teas
Home baking
Selection of wines and spirits
Exhibitions & Talks
Opening times
Monday to Saturday
9am to 5pm
Telephone: 01828 958 050
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Keep weeds under control.
Mow lawns regularly.
Greenhouse. Keep removing side shoots from tomatoes water and feed regularly, remove any dead or dying leaves.
If you haven't planted an all female variety of cucumber remove male flowers, if the
female flower is fertilised the fruit will be bitter to the taste, the female flower will already
have a small fruit behind it. Keep an eye out for aphids.
Dead head bedding plants roses etc to ensure continuous flowering. Keep removing
flowering heads of lupins and delphiniums.
To get a continuous supply of salad crops sow salad leaves and radishes. Keep them
well water in dry periods.

GOLDEN WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

ALYTH VOICE
COFFEE MORNING
18th August

Airlie Street Hall
10am till 12noon

Ian Grant, Thorn, Alyth
and
Eileen Yule, Duncan Drive, Elgin
were married in the High Church Elgin on
19th July 1968
They lived at Thorn Farm for 25 years and have since
lived for 25 years at Leal House, Alyth

We need your help!
Volunteers, Baking,
Raffle, Tombola Prizes…
Contact Sheila Fisher : 632847
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

HANDY HUBBY
2-HIRE
GORDON M KIDD
From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

Logo-Branding
Stationary
Business Cards
Templates
Brochures

Websites
Hosting
Domain Names
Flyers
Signage

Social Media
Email Setup
Advertising
Marketing
Banners

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth

07854493805
hello@peapodstudios.co.uk

NHS and Private Prescriptions

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com
T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Long Term Medication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service

Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS

to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319

07484617617
07484617616

theginclass@gmail.com

for a quote

No job too big or too small!

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN
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AlythCreates
Creates
Alyth
AA festival
festival for
for the
the community
Community

Thank you
Alyth
Highland coo drove opens Alyth Creates 2018
The name Creates was chosen carefully as the intention was to inspire the community to explore
new creative ideas, attract visitors to the town to create new opportunities for local businesses,
and create a greater general awareness of the beauty of our town and surrounding countryside.
Year two of the festival has seen more community group involvement, more venues, and
involved all age groups. The opening cattle drove of local school children was especially
successful, colourful, and enthusiastically supported.

One of the many classic cars on show

Cattle drover, Lars, sells cattle in Alyth

Perthshire Brass at finish of run

The festival is organised by volunteers and takes many months to plan and we are buckling under the strain, so the way we spread
the load will change next year. We would like local community groups to be part of the planning of the programme, and the planning
of the event may even create local employment. The emphasis for next year will be all about participation for visitors, and we
already have a theme in mind.
Thank you once again for your support, and to local businesses for sponsorship.
2018/19 promises big changes for the community, the square, the burn side
redevelopment in conjunction with Alyth in Bloom, and the rebirth of the
Community Council, all of which will have huge benefits for the community.
If you would like to get involved in Alyth Creates you can contact the organising
committee through the website or phone 01828 634114.
www.alythartsandcraftsguild.co.uk.
Queen Guinevere at the
Arches

Ghost Walks at the Arches

Main sponsors
National Lottery Fund, Drumderg Community Fund
Proctor Group
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Yarn bombing

Redesigning Adult Mental Health Service
NHS Tayside is redesigning Adult Mental Health Inpatient Services and Learning Disability Inpatient Services as part of its Mental
Health and Learning Disability Services Redesign Transformation Programme. A new model for the service was approved in
January this year, and NHS Tayside is now implementing the changes.
The new model will see General Adult Psychiatry (GAP) acute admissions provided from four wards at Carseview Centre in
Dundee and Learning Disability (LD) inpatient services from four wards at Murray Royal Hospital in Perth. Work has been
progressing over the last few months to produce action plans, establish work streams and develop the overarching governance for
the improvement work and programme implementation.
Three work streams to implement the programme have been identified - Workforce, Environment and Quality and Service
Improvement. The workstreams will be taken forward in partnership and with support and guidance from HR where appropriate.
There have been two important additions to the team in Mental Health Services: Johnathan MacLennan has joined NHS Tayside
as Adult Mental Health Quality Improvement Lead and Ashley Farquharson has taken up the post of Adult Mental Health Quality
Improvement Advisor.
Further issues with workforce pressures and patient safety within Moredun ward at Murray Royal Hospital in Perth has meant that
the draft plan has had to be revised. The plan, which details the sequence of ward moves required to allow us to carry out
refurbishments at Carseview Centre and Murray Royal, must now be accelerated to enable us to relocate the GAP acute
admission wards to Carseview by late 2018.
The first steps in the refurbishment programme are:
This summer, reduce the under-used low secure wards in the Rohallion unit from three to two - one assessment/treatment ward
and one rehabilitation ward;
Relocate the Learning Disability low secure ward at Strathmartine to Rohallion sometime this summer. This will be done in
partnership with service users, families, their carers, and the staff and services who support them, to ensure maximum safety and
minimal disruption;
Temporarily relocate the Learning Disability Assessment Unit from Carseview Centre to Strathmartine Centre, allowing the ward to
be refurbished before the move of Moredun Ward from Murray Royal. The LDAU will then permanently relocate to Murray Royal
Hospital;
Relocate Moredun Ward from Murray Royal to General Adult Psychiatry Acute Admission Ward at Carseview, later this year. This
will see all GAPAA wards and the Intensive Psychiatric Care Unit located together for the first time on one site, enabling the
service to continue to improve its models of care.
Enquiries and more information: Mental Health and Learning Disability Service Redesign Transformation Programme, Freephone
0800 7836 110 or Telephone: 01382 424096 (71096); Email: mhldredesign.tayside@nhs.net; Freepost: Public Involvement,
Tayside NHS Board, Freepost SCO 6181, Dundee DD3 8ZR.

T-Junction Café
@
Kilry Hall
Open on the following dates:
Saturday 16th June 10.00-12.00
Saturday 21st July 10.00-12.00
Saturday 18th August (Kilry Fete) 2.00-4.00
Saturday 15th September 10.00-12.00
Saturday 20th September 10.00-12.00

Dr Fergus Gilmour
I would like to sincerely thank everyone for the generous
gifts and cards I received on my recent retirement. They
were all very much appreciated. I would also like to thank
the Alyth Voice for the article announcing my retirement.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my career as a General
Practitioner and will always remember Alyth’s wonderful
community spirit.

This is a a café run by the community for the community.
Come and join us for coffee and home made
goodies and a chat.

ALL WELCOME

Thank you once again.
Fergus Gilmour

Registered Charity No.SCO22368
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Congratulations to Amber Robinson (aged 2yrs) who is
Alyth Library’s Bookbug Week
Treasure Hunt Winner 2018.

Alyth Family History Project
Whilst the name might suggest to the reader
that we are a genealogy project, concentrating
on finding long-lost relatives, our true scope
extends to all aspects of Alyth family history –
where folk lived, where they worked, where they
went to school, where they entertained
themselves, as well as records of births,
marriages and deaths. To this end, we collect –
from you, dear readers – photographs and
articles which we can scan to computer and
caption with relevant information (who, where,
when) to enable future visitors to get a flavour of
life in Alyth in times gone past. Our collection is
only as good as the photos/articles you submit.
This is an ongoing project. But we face a
problem. In this electronic age, digital
photographs might be time-stamped
automatically at time of capture but how many
images are preserved beyond a few years. Where is the photo album with grandma’s scribble on the back of the photo of
granddaughter Joni to record her early years?
Fortunately, most submissions do come with an index giving a brief description for each image.
But we have a lot of photographs, of digital origin, where the subject matter is unknown and we feel this will only get worse as
time goes by. Future generations will find a growing gap in the documentation of Alyth life.
Can you help? Have you school photos, views of Alyth streets, events, local people etc., that you could add to our collection?
Visit us on Sunday afternoons to view or add captions to our photographs or email FHP@alythparishchurch.org.uk
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

I&D Insurance Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there
when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

POWER
of
ATTORNEY

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

01250 874441

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Clinical Aromatherapist

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

Liz Jenkins—mifpa

01250 876057

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors
Established 1871

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

We sell carpets, vinyl,
curtains and blinds.
Come in for
professional advice and
browse through our large
selection of samples
available to take home
We measure,
supply and fit
To get your FREE
quotation call

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

01250 872361
e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk

FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS

JOHN SWINNEY

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,
Crows
We, the residents of Albert Street from Airlie Mount to the new houses to the west of Albert Street are asking for help in
exterminating the crows who are causing utter havoc, noise, destruction and filth caused by these unwanted birds.
People walking along Airlie Street now have to walk on the road for fear of being bombarded from above, not a pleasant
experience. Our well-kept gardens are becoming toilet areas with the hordes of crows passing overhead. Not healthy for
children playing on grass areas, treading on poo and bringing it into the houses. Small birds’ eggs on the ground, washings
not able to be hung out or indeed having to be washed again and garden furniture stained and destroyed. Bowling green
destroyed. We all feel that something drastic has to be done.
Having spoken with Fraser McNeil, Airlie Mount, he says his hands are tied. He has made many requests to P&K Council to
get rid of, or at least cull, the crows. He is more than willing to help destroy or displace the nests, lopping of trees, especially
on Albert Street, and even shooting the crows, but to no avail. Always excuses are made that these noisy unwanted crows are
not a menace. Perhaps the residents in other areas of our beautiful town feel the same way.
Enough is enough - time to act - nesting time is over, so perfect time to take action.
On behalf of Albert Street residents,
Karin Donaldson
Albert Street
Alyth

Dear Editor
I recently started a new role as Greenspace Ranger for the area and one of the main sites which I manage is the Den O
Alyth.
I am hoping to start developing plans for the den working with the community. We will be holding an open day on the
12th August 1-4pm with environmental activities for kids and chance to discuss improvements the site. This will be a chance
to meet staff from PKC and a chance to put ideas to our landscape architects who will then add to a masterplan. Suggested
improvements include welcome signage, way marking and general works such as footpath repairs and adding furniture.
I also plan to start a monthly conservation group for the den to help with general maintenance, Tree planting and footpath
repairs and I will keep you posted with dates for this.
I wondered if you could add the open day to your next voice issue (if I am not too late). Should you have room for an article or
an introduction I would be happy to forward something.
Regards,
Alistair Macleod
Greenspace Ranger (Eastern Perthshire)
Tel. 01250 871457
Mobile: 07796 193516
Email: ajmacleod@pkc.gov.uk
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NOTICES
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.
Evening Service at 6.00pm on
First Sunday of each month.
(Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms.
New recruits are always most welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is
available for children under three).
~~~

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

Due to the temporary closure of St Mary’s Coupar
Angus, and building works in St Stephen’s
Blairgowrie, the Saturday vigil and Sunday 11am
masses will be held in St Catherine’s Episcopal
Church, St George Street, Blairgowrie,
PH10 6HA. See www.st-stephensblairgowrie.org.uk for more details.

ALYTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Next meeting will be held in the meeting
room at the Town Hall on Wednesday
11th July at 7pm

needs your 20p
pieces!!

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

JULY
1st 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
8th 11am Sung Eucharist
15th 11am Sung Eucharist
22nd 11am Sung Eucharist
29th 10.30am Joint Service at St. Michael’s,
Ballintium

Our continued challenge to ensure the
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to
implementing a charge for postal Voices.
An annual charge will apply to all
UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of producing the
Voice. To get your Voice by post,
We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...

THE CHURCH CHOIR
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
SPECIAL DATES

In August, we are going to lay out
20p coins along the burn side from
the

2nd to 7th July The Kirk Shop (Help on the
Friday evening 29th June would be most
welcome)
9th September—Sunday School
recommences

Red Telephone Boxes
to the
Packhorse Bridge

We now have a Facebook page

ALL ARE WELCOME

Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk

~~~

Tel: 01828 633 045

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES

MAILINGS

~~~

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk

If you would like to become a member of
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the
Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

PRAYER GROUP
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).

THE GUILD
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm)
6th September—Start of new session with
Dedication Service

NEW COMMUNICANTS

We will need about 10,000—
so please
START SAVING NOW
A community contribution to the
redevelopment of the burn side
www.alythinbloom.org
www.facebook.com/alythbloom
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice

DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure
the Voice remains free to every household. There
are 4 ways to donate:
1. Collection Tins in shops,
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the
secure PayPal system.
4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Please support your Voice today.

ALYTH FILM CLUB

Next Showing at the Ogilvy Rooms.

Sunday 5th August 2018
7.30pm Phantom Thread 15
Set in the glamour of 1950’s post-war London, renowned dressmaker Reynolds
Woodcock (Daniel Day-Lewis) and his sister Cyril (Lesley Manville) are at the
centre of British fashion, dressing royalty, movie stars, heiresses, socialites,
debutantes and dames with the distinct style of The House of Woodcock.
Women come and go through Woodcock’s life, providing the confirmed bachelor
with inspiration and companionship, until he comes across a young, strongwilled woman, Alma (Vicky Krieps), who soon becomes a fixture in his life as his
muse and lover. With his latest film, Paul Thomas Anderson paints an
illuminating portrait both of an artist on a creative journey, and the women who
keep his world running.
Phantom Thread is Paul Thomas Anderson’s eighth movie, and his second
collaboration with Daniel Day-Lewis.
This is reportedly Daniel Day-Lewis’s last film.
Doors Open 7.00pm for Refreshments
Donations welcome

Across
1.
3.
5.
6.
7.
9.
10.
14.
15.
16.
19.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Down

DAUGHTER—Female offspring
FORTRESS—Castle
FRUGAL—Thrifty
BEDLAM—Noisy scene or uproar
CONTRACEPTION—Birth control
ASSASSIN—Political murderer
DEMON—Evil spirit
DISOBEDIENT—Defiant
FOG—Thick mist
BINARY—Involving two
EXTRATERRESTRIAL—From beyond the earth
EXHUME—Dig up corpse
CHILLI—Hot red pepper
CENTURIAN—Roman officer
BITTER—Sour
FORBIDDEN—Not allowed
EXTINCT—Having died out

2.
3.
4.
8.
11.
12.
13.
15.
17.
18.
20.
21.
23.
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ASTRONAUT—Traveller in space
FRUSTRATED—Irritated
DEPEND—Rely on
OFTEN—Frequent
EXPOSE—Lay bare
DEPART—Go away, leave
ASSORTED—Mixed kinds
FOAL—Young Horse
ASTHMA—Condition of the lungs
BERRY—Small fleshy fruit
RELAXED—Casual
ASSERTIVE—Confident
CHOIR—Group of singers

30th June—GIN Tasting with Afternoon Tea
Tickets £30, available at the restaurant
(Bubbly on arrival, afternoon tea, Gin sampling & a Cocktail)

30th June—’Midsummer Disco’ 7pm till late
Children under 12 eat for £1 with every adult meal
From Children’s menu only, excluding carvery

CARVERY SUNDAY’S - 12pm—5pm
(Adult £12.00, Child £5.00)

ALL FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR
Meetings~Conferences~Weddings~Funerals
Call to discuss: 01828 629141
SUMMER OPENING HOURS
Sun—Thur: 9.30am—6.00pm
Fri-Sat: 9.30am—9.00pm

DONATIONS
Your Alyth Voice as a FREE Newsletter, written,
designed and delivered by local volunteers and
depends heavily on precious advertisers and of
course on donations from you and our friends
across the world. Therefore, it would make sense
to make donating as easy a process as possible.
The best methods of donating to the Voice are:
ELECTRONIC BANKING
CASH or CHEQUE
(via our donation boxes in the town)
Or via PayPal.
You should know that we are charged a small
premium which is deducted from your donation for
using PayPal
If you have a PayPal account
simply transfer/send money to
The Alyth Voice using the
following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply
use the PayPal me link shown below:
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The Secret is Out…. Who are Alyth’s Yarn Bomb Bombshells?
Anybody who was out and about enjoying the fabulous Alyth Creates Festival, May 25th – 26th, could not fail to notice and enjoy the
colourful explosion of yarn bombing! But who are your stealthy stitchers? Who’s been crafty with a crochet hook? Somebody out
there is secretly a ninja knitter!
Well wonder no more! Introducing to you all, our Sisterhood of Yarn! We started off as a bunch of like-minded crafty ladies brought
together in the cold winter evenings wanting to escape the kids and get some crafty chat. Following a random request from a
committee member of Alyth Creates, “Hey, do you fancy doing some yarn bombing in the town for Alyth Creates?” Our wee gettogethers rapidly became a hive of creative activity. Fast forward 5 months and we’re more than just a bunch of like-minded ladies
but through our love of creating and learning new skills, we have come together helping each other through tough times and good.
It’s now more than just a weekly cuppy and a knitted blether. So who are we I hear you wonder?
With ages ranging from the very young to the young at heart – here is our Sisterhood of Yarn Club (the ones that agreed to pose for
the camera anyway).
Introducing Emma Boylan. Her mum is the fabulous Kerstin Robb of Piggleliggle.com and, in a covert kind of way,
responsible for the inception of our yarn bombing journey. Emma is a ‘weel kent’ face around Alyth. Even her wee
lad Paddy is getting in on the crafty action. “Starting them young!”
Emma crafted lots of pieces around the town including the butterflies, the love heart garlands, bumble bees and
ladybirds.
Speaking of starting them young, here is one our youngest crafters, Holly (aged 9)
with her mum Mallon Murray (aged concealed). Holly’s pompoms were a wee
blast of colour and cheeriness around the town. Here they are pictured together on what I think
must have been one of the most photographed (selfied) yarn bombs of the weekend. Mallon had
lots of pieces around the town including the multi-coloured wrap around a big tree in the square,
and the funky coloured blast of wrapping around the railings next to the bridge.
Meg is our ninja knitter extraordinaire and her knitting was
undoubtedly one of the most tactile pieces wrapped around the bike stands. All knitted, the hours of
work that went into these pieces was astounding! (Though Meg is too modest to acknowledge the
fabulousness of her work). The beauty of our group has been mastering new skills and proving that it’s
never too late to learn a new skill, Meg has been mastering crochet. Standby for some crocheted
creations next time!
Get your taste buds along to new The Barony Café for some tasty
delights and to meet our fabulous Nicky Tuer! Busy working mum, starting up the Barony Café and
still finding time to make this beautiful wrap. Is there no end to this girl’s talents? We had a panic
trying to find enough green yarn and a pulling together of time, resources and talent – Nicky came to
be the inspiration behind referring to our wee group as a sisterhood. Yarn bringing us all together to
make something stronger.
Our final photographed contribution is myself, Janie Rhind. 52 flowers and 8 metres long this garland
certainly gave me a challenge to learn new stitches and techniques. Comprising flowers both crocheted and
knitted, it was certainly a labour of love, and raised a few eyebrows at work too while I sat desperately trying
to master a new stitch to make another bloom in my lunch hour! My little side-kick Amelie (aged 7) helped in
stitching together of all the flowers too. Another little crafter in the making!
Our fabulous friends who managed to dodge the camera but are equally important and that I must mention
are Michelle Pollock who crafted some of the pieces you saw at the former RBS building, and our very own
Crafty Wombat and guru of all things yarn related, Jo Worrall. You can view and buy some of Jo’s work on
her Facebook shop: The Crafty Wombat.
It cannot go unmentioned the sheer number of hours we spent toiling away creating our pieces. Literally,
hundreds of hours. Sadly, some of our work became the victim of mindless vandalism and theft. Mallon
Murray made a beautiful dreamcatcher with one of Holly’s hoops, and within less than 12 hours it had been
removed presumed thieved. Thankfully, with the power of Facebook and good old fashioned human
kindness, it was found and returned. Unfortunately, some of Holly’s pompoms were ripped apart on the
Saturday night of the festival. So sad but thankfully we are made of sterner stuff!
It doesn’t dampen our spirits though! Plans are afoot already for another explosion of colour and joy around
town so keep your eyes peeled. Thank you from all of us for your appreciation of our work. It was so lovely to see you taking
selfies and pictures and enjoying the tactile qualities of our creations. If any of you are interested in joining our wee group of lovely
ladies (gents are welcome too) then give us a shout when you see us around town!
Until next time people!
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
June was a busy month for AYP, and while the sun shone we were out watering the plants on a daily basis
- we were as disappointed as anyone when the rain arrived but it did give us a wee break at least! We
picked our first strawberry from the AYP garden, and despite the battle with Mare’s Tale (latest device is a
weed burning blowtorch!) we look like having a good crop of tattles, peas, salad, onions, berries and
maybe even apples.
The Alyth Rocks project that we did for the Alyth Creates festival seemed to be enjoyed by
many, and our next piece of work is a treasure hunt around the town - please encourage
visitors to do it and earn an AYP badge! It’s an easy way for people to get a good walk
around the town.
Our fundraising 80s Disco was a great night. It wasn’t a huge crowd that turned out but the
40 or so revellers who came along had fun and dominated the dance floor. We made a
profit of £322.50 towards our trip to Germany, so a huge thank you to everyone who came
along, all those who donated raffle prizes, and most of all to Steve Tait for being a most
excellent DJ!
Another fundraiser was Phil Oudney’s amazing
attempt to walk from Inverness to Perth in one
go. The weather got the better of him around Dalwhinnie, which was around the half
way mark, so he has promised to go back there and complete the job. Either way, what
a feat of endurance to walk over 50 miles non stop!
Along with members of Alyth Bowling and Tennis Club we have enjoyed coaching
sessions with 15 kids on the bowling green each Monday. The Alyth bowlers have
been very welcoming, and by the time this edition of the Voice hits your doormat they
will have completed a 24 Hour Bowlathon and fun day which I hope will have been very
successful.
10 of our friends from Bydgoszcz in Poland visited and loved our town. They were
given a warm welcome by the P7 children at Alyth Primary, and enjoyed fun days out
with some of the Hubsters who spent time with them kayaking on the Tay with Piotr
and Craig, and a day out spent with the Friends of Bydgoszcz in Perth, and a trip to
Edinburgh to see some landmarks. They have invited us back to see them again later
this year which might be a bit much given we have our youth club
trip to Aschaffenburg, but we will definitely have another trip to
Bydgoszcz some time soon.
There will be lots of activities going on at the community wing and
the young people of Alyth will have plenty to choose from. We will
also have trips to Landmark for our members, and of course the
big trip to Germany.
Anna is doing great work in getting our 16+ Activity Agreements up
and running, so the amount of young people and range of ages
continues to rise. Did I mention how pleased we are to have that
new minibus? It has been fantastic to have reliable transport and
the other groups in the community such as the Scouts and cubs
have been making good use of it.
We really appreciate all the support we receive in Alyth, it means a
lot to know that the community support what we do.
George Annan
Alyth Youth Partnership
07702 780489
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PERTHSHIRE BRASS
June started well with an appearance at the Northern Counties Brass Band Association
Entertainment Contest. If I’m honest, we were not at our best but still came away with the trophy
for Best Northern Counties Band - so, no bad! With a wee appearance in the sunshine of
Methven Gala Day, Glenfarg Gala Day and Kincarrathie House, we have certainly been busy. At
the time of writing we are preparing for our coffee morning in Alyth,
so thank you to everyone who supported this.
At our annual concert and awards night we celebrated the year gone
by and awarded individual trophies to our promising young players.
We are expanding our youth band in September and most of the
current crop of youngsters will move up the senior band, which is
fantastic too boost the numbers and provide more competition for
places in the contest band.
The big event of course is our trip to Bydgoszcz which will see my
new van cover the 1700 mile trip with the instruments crammed into
the back!

THE 50+ WALK (No.2)

This date will be burned in my mind for ever and ever.
We are off again, the weather warm and still but with glowering clouds here and there. Along by the Park, Losset Road and up a
brae onto a road heading to Balloch Mill. The heavens opened and down came the rain. Sheltering under a large Oak Tree
beside geese and ducks, who “hoinked and quacked” their alarm at the sight of our brollies at such close quarters.
Off we went again a few minutes later. It is now I get an inkling of what is in store for us, “there’s the Roman Bridge” our leader
said. Peering down a gorge, it seemed, was indeed an ancient bridge across a swollen burn. Very gingerly we made our way
over.
From now on it’s all a bit hazy, across fields, over fences, past Black’s Pond over a burn and up through woods, is about the gist
of it, emerging onto the Kirrie Road!!
“Let’s get a bus” someone gasped, “telephone a taxi” was another plea. Somehow it got better walking on level ground.
The sun was out and we realised we were not going to be lost forever in some dark forgotten place.
At the end of this adventure, “See you next week?” came over as a question not a statement.
The saying “bitten off more than I could chew” sprang to mind as I staggered in. However, after a change of clothes and a
welcome cuppa I realised I had been some places I did not know existed but would be happy to go again, maybe another year!!
Thanks (I think) should go to our leader “Lottie”.
Finella
50+ Rambling Club
This is a blast from the past...but we are still going strong and our winter programme will soon be ready for your enjoyment.
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NOTICES
ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club

Don’t have access
to email?
It’s FREE in the

June Draw

(with thanks to Tricia and Cathy at Thrifty One)

Airlie Street Library

1st - £50 - 179 - Mrs J Milne
2nd - £30 - 121 - Mrs J Taylor
3rd - £20 - 71 - Mrs I McLaren
——————
Liz Gordon
Treasurer

Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

11:00am to 12:00pm
2:00pm to 3.00pm

The Isla Parishes

Town Square
Town Square

(SC031461)

Date for your diary

Silent Auction on 19th September
In Ogilvie Rooms, Alyth at 7pm
Bidding will close at 8:30pm

Farewell / New Beginnings
I would like to say a huge thank you to all my customers,
who have made my 34 years at Shear Success such a
'success'.
It's with mixed emotions and lots of memories that I am
handing over the reigns to Zoe Jeffrey.

Entry Fee £5/adult including refreshments

THE COFFEE CYCLE
Meet every Wednesday morning.
Alyth Square 9.30am
For a cycle in search of coffee and cake.
All welcome.
Destination decided on the day.
Interested?
Call/text Pat 07583297408 Or just turn up. See you there!

I certainly won't be a stranger to Alyth, visiting family and
friends all the time and look forward to catching up with you
all.
And lastly I would like to thank everyone for their generous
gifts and best wishes for the next chapter in my life.
Yours Wendy Cameron/Peers x

Glenisla SWRI

Glenisla Church (SCIO)

Meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm
Contact Mrs Hilary Lawrence (president) 01828 633112
or Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582205

Charity number SCO44459

There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church,
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake /
biscuits to follow. Open to everyone.
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work
with the Vine Trust.

New Members Welcome
Membership £20.00

Visitors £3.00

THANK YOU
I would like to thank most sincerely all my relatives, friends
and neighbours for the lovely cards, flowers and gifts which
all helped to make my 80th birthday such a lovely
memorable day.

Contact details:
Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO, Alrick, Glenisla,
PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,
Glenisla, PH11 8PG

Thanks to you all.
May Hadden
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NOTICES
Alyth & District Pipe Band

Alyth Senior Citizens'
Lunch & Socialising Club

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new
or experienced members, either pipes or
drums.
Wednesday night practise in
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm.
For more information please
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.

Strathmore Tots
Alyth

Baby and Toddler Group

Exercise Group - Mondays 10am
in the Airlie Street Hall

Whether you're a first time Mum or Dad or
have a larger family,
come along to our local friendly group for
a cuppa and a chat with other parents
while the wee ones play. Grandparents
and Carers also welcome.

Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)

To keep up to date with what we have on
and where, join our Facebook
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth.

Meigle Art Group
Or for more information call or text

07807591868

New Members Welcome
Equipment can be provided for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on a Tuesday
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
Marja Dalziel
Tom Dalziel
John Eggleston

958498 (Walk Leader)
632674 (Walk Leader)
633032 (Walk Leader).
633032 (Walk Leader).
633965 (Walk Leader).

New members & volunteers
welcome

Monday mornings 9.30am to 11.30am
Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth

£2 per family, this includes a snack
for the toddlers and as much tea and
coffee as you can drink!

The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall
10am 12pm

(Perth & Kinross Healthy
Communities Project)
Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146

Scottish Charity No. SCO44910

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of
Alyth Primary School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

Next lunches:
30th July

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Gordon Coutts

ALYTH
GIRL GUIDE HUT
FOR RENT or HIRE
Contact Irene for details:

632439

Is a Collection Point for

USED SPECTACLES
for VISION 2020
“The Right to Sight Project”
For further information on the project,
please contact
Pam Robertson,
Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street,
Forfar
Tel: 01307 462461
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CALLY CRAFTERS
Bridge of Cally Hall
Every Thursday
1.30 - 3.30 pm

Traditional and contemporary crafts
and all abilities
Come along for a free taster session, or
contact 01828 633083 for more details

Luxury Self Catering
Holiday Cottages

CRIGHTONS
CYCLES

t: 01575 530474

STOCK CLEARANCE
SALE
NOW ON

Auchteralyth, Alyth
PH11 8JT

www.auchteralythsteadings.co.uk
Dogs & Cats and their well
behaved owners are welcome

87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

Could you feel better?
Re-balance your mental, physical and
emotional wellbeing with Homeopathy
-----

Bio-energy - Silent Counselling

07770 985736

angela@homeopathyperthshire.co.uk

MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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NOTICES
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT

Thank you to the many local people who
have handed in ink cartridges, mobile
phones etc for recycling. The charity which
provided the collection facility and contributed to NSPCC no longer operates that
service.

in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm

We have sourced a new collector for ink
cartridges although not as yet for other
items. Please continue to bring your ink
cartridges only down to the Health Centre
until further notice. Thank you.

From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1. 1850s to date, there are now over
6,500 photographs of local people,
schools, businesses, events, views,
weddings, etc
2. Parish records from 1623—1854
3. Baptism records from 1900s to
date
4. 6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for Alyth’s
3 cemeteries
5. Publications & memorabilia over
150yrs

NEIL DARROCH
and friends are trying to
arrange a reunion.

Alyth Library

Alyth Library

Closed

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm
Friday
9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player req. /
Music CDs and Videos
Telephone
01250 872 905 for details

Did you leave Alyth School
1979—1980

ADMISSION FREE

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun-

Books on Wheels

ALYTH SCHOOL PUPILS
REUNION

For more details contact
NEIL DARROCH
via his Facebook page

(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)

WRVS

Calling all
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library
windows

THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT AND
TODDLER GROUP
Every Friday (Term Time)
10am – 12pm
Isla Primary School- Community Hall
All Welcome
Find us on Facebook

Domestic or Commercial
Regular Weekly
Holiday Home Prep
Deep Clean - One off Clean

Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

References available

07583074717

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

JIM MORRICE

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support

Tel:01828 633 137
Beginners Welcome!

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

SINGING, PIANO,
THEORY TUITION

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL)

01828 633977

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
Be

in The Alyth Voice
ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

KATY’S GIFT TO THE LITTLE PRINCESS TRUST
Katy Hogg had her hair cut at Top Knots in Blairgowrie by Lucy who did a great job of putting her at ease. She had 14 inches
of hair cut off which has now been sent off to the Little Princess Trust, her JustGiving page will be active until the end of the
month. So far between justgiving.com and cash donations she has raised £600. Her mum Marion and I are both very proud of
her as are her family.
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farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
• wills & executries • employment law

2-6 Market Square
Alyth

Ronald Saunders

01828958040

Roofer/Slater

Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am - 4.00pm

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

C Max
Garden Services Alyth
All aspects undertaken
22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub
planting, tree & plant pruning and
shaping, border maintenance, wood
fencing & repairs (all types), slabbing &
block paving, landscaping, turfing & grass
seeding, driveways & patio power washing.
From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.
Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

Serving breakfast, light bites,
lunches and delicious cakes!
Barista coffee, Hot chocolates & Teas
as well as a selection of cold drinks
and milkshakes all available
to sit in or take away.
Children's menu, highchairs
and baby changing facilities
Free WiFi and Loyalty Cards.

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk

• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

Friends of Guiding
need you!
If you have ever been in a Girl Guiding unit and would like to join
us in fundraising for the up keep of the Girl Guide Hut.
Please contact Lynne on 07745565337 or Dawn on 01828 632424/07513417884
We meet around 4 times a year to discuss fundraising.
Meetings are very relaxed and usually last around half an hour.
We look forward to hearing from you.

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor
For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home

SALE OF ALYTH SCENES
POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.
-----------------------------------------------

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284

www.weemachines.co.uk

E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com
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Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

Thrifty One

From the Community, For the Community
Opening times: 10am—4pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Phone: Anne 07592 338449.(speak or leave a message)
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com
For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please like & share us with your friends.
The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise. Thanks!

Well it’s been another busy month. The last weekend of May, the Alyth
Creates Festival was particularly so. Thrifty One were asked to run the BBQ for
the annual Alyth Bike Park event running as part Of Alyth Creates, a new
challenge for us! So on Saturday 26th May, Thrifty One volunteers, Isabel, David
& Gordon, armed with aprons and spatulas, manned the BBQ up on Alyth hill.
The weather was glorious and a brilliant turnout for the races meant that we
sold out of burgers, sausages, iced cooled chocolate bars & drinks just before
the awards ceremony. The last Hot and thirsty racers had to make do with iced
water, Whoops! The Piggery kindly donated the burgers and Thrifty One
donated all the other food & drink. All the BBQ takings, £258, were handed over
to Making Tracks, the local Alyth bike group.
Meanwhile back at the shop, we ran a simple up-cycling workshop over the
three days of Alyth Creates. We also seemed to serve as an Emergency
Service for shoe crises!
Incident One: Granny looking for
shoes for her visiting grandsons, who
had arrived minus their shoes!?
Incident Two: a visitor to Alyth whose
sandals had disintegrated came in
looking for any footwear that would fit.
Incident Three: a guy comes through
the door in his bare feet, having been
parted from his footwear at some
unknown stage in the day!?
All Three customers went away happy and
shod. All we can say is thank goodness
we chose that Sunday to be open!
By the time you read this you will all have noticed our smart new gates across the
front of the shop. Many Thanks to Ron, of ‘Ron’s Wrought Iron’ in Kirkmichael, for
making and fitting them. Our volunteers are happy that the days of struggling to
push the security shutter up are behind them.

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
Its never been easier

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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Over £1m awarded to 183 projects in Alyth and Mouth Blair thanks to SSE’s Drumderg wind farm fund.
Since its launch in 2008 SSE’s Drumderg wind farm fund has awarded over £1m to 183 local projects in the Alyth and Mount
Blair communities. That’s 10 community festivals, nine projects to improve and enjoy the local environment, eight sports groups,
seven community venues, six tourism projects, five Scout and Guides Groups, four early years groups, three projects to install
community defibrillators, two micro grant programmes, one dishwasher and another 128 projects in just ten years.
To mark a decade of the Drumderg wind farm fund and celebrate the amazing work of the 183 projects the fund has supported,
SSE held a well-attended community event in Airlie Street Hall in Alyth recently.
The event included music from Alyth Arts and Crafts Guilds and campfire songs from Strathardle guides, as well as a host of
engaging stalls from a range of local projects including Disability Snowsport Scotland, Kirkmichael Session House and Alyth
Family Learning Group.
The local community also got to hear how the funds had benefitted a number of charities including the Scottish Charity Air
Ambulance shared how the funds have helped to ensure local people can gain vital support in times of emergencies.
Over the 10 years the fund has supported projects big and small with the largest award of £38,890 granted to Alyth Youth
Partnership for two years running costs and the smallest award of £230 granted to Alyth Gala Day Committee to support the day
and events. No matter the size of the grant the projects have all played an important role in the area helping to foster a vibrant
and sustainable community.
Lindsay Dougan, SSE Community Investment Manager said: “The tenth anniversary of the Drumderg Fund is a fantastic
opportunity to showcase these amazing projects which have supported the communities of Alyth and Mount Blair.
“Every project should be proud of the impact that it has made on these wonderful communities and their thriving voluntary
groups. We’ll continue to celebrate the past ten years but, we also want to look ahead to the next so, if you have a project that
you think will help benefit the community we would really encourage you to apply to the Drumderg Fund.”
Each year the Drumderg wind farm Fund provides of £100,000 of funding and the funds aim to promote community spirit,
enhance quality of life and foster vibrant sustainable communities. Funding decisions are made by an independent panel of local
community members. The panel has made an open call for fresh applications from not for profit projects which can ensure Alyth
and Mount Blair remain vibrant and thriving communities now and for many years to come.
Find out more about the fund here: http://sse.com/communities/fundlocations/drumderg/

32

Summer Time
High summer is upon us. The longest day will have passed by the time you read this piece and I hope that July is warmer than chilly
June 2018. A newsletter from the British Trust for Ornithology tells me that cuckoos have begun their migration south again, their
mating season over and eggs laid in other bird’s nests. Some evenings ago (18th June), I heard one and wondered if he had ever
found a mate.
Spring has passed in a rush; it seems so recently that wood anemones flowered in the Alyth Den. Wood sorrel is gone, too, and
chickweed wintergreen, another of the flowers of boreal woodland, is beginning to tire. Heath bedstraw, tormentil and other plants,
such as lady’s mantle, and bird’s foot trefoil are all around. Brilliant irises have come into flower and there are little purple orchids
along the drive. Cow parsley and hogweed are pushing their way up along the road side verges. Soon their umbels will play host to
bees, flies, and hover-flies.
Walking near one of the ponds at Bamff one afternoon recently, I noticed a sudden movement at my feet: a tiny frog had jumped out
of my way. A closer look showed me that dozens of the creatures were moving from the pools, where they had hatched and lived
their early lives as tadpoles until their metamorphosis into frogs. They were dispersing into the dangerous landscape where they will
live until the survivors make it back to the pools to breed in two or three years time. I watched them scrambling on their way and
edged forward, hoping not to squash any.
Bumblebees are busy among the wild raspberries. Their continued activity even on cold, wet evenings reminds one that they are a
major pollinator of the North and, unlike honey bees which are unable to fly below about 13º Celsius, go on working at cooler
temperatures. It is curious to see them working diligently into the dusk on cool summer evenings, such as we have been experiencing
recently, after every other insect seems to have given up and gone to shelter.
Warm, sunny days bring out the damselflies. Blue and red species frequent the banks of burns, beaver ponds and swamps. The blue
damselfly should be the Common Blue (Enallagma cyathigerum), I suppose, but what of the red one? It looks like the small red
damselfly but, according to the Dragonfly Society these exist only in the South of England. The Large Red damselfly (Pyrrhosoma
nymphula) lives all over the British Isles, but looks too big to qualify for the beast that I see around. Who will tell me the answer?
Branched bur reed colonises and grows along the edges of river banks and sometimes more widely in patches in swamps. It is
characteristic of places where sediment is accumulating. Their root systems stabilise these sediments and create opportunities for
other species of plant to establish themselves. Could it be that these are beds in which aspen seeds might germinate?
Paul Ramsay
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VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH
01828 633660

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out
what it can do for you, prices start from £79!

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments

Greatly improves fuel economy

(please phone by 9.30am)
•
•

Noticeably improved vehicle performance
Improves engine response
Considerably lower emissions

Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life
with Terraclean carbon removal
Gives immediate drive-away results
– book now to feel the difference instantly!

Northlands Nursing Home

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
• Highly qualified stable staff team
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
• Home cooked choice of meals
• Secure gardens
• Some fully funded places available
Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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J & J HOWE
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service

Where your smile is important

Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal

General Dentistry
Dental Hygiene
Crowns & Bridges
Cosmetics
Veneers
Whitening

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
We now work with several other auction company's but
still provide,
House Clearances
Goods taken to Auction
Disposal Service
Valuations
Pre-sale Advice given

Our aim is to provide a preventative
approach to dentistry, where we will
cater for the needs of the whole family.
We are a modern dental practice,
offering high quality dental care to Alyth
and the surrounding area.

01828 633313
REGULAR HOURS

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP

Mon - Tues
9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday
By arrangement only

We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains.
For further details of all these services phone 01250
872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

info@alythdental.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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So what has happened in the last month?
The hundreds of small plants being brought on in the polytunnel have been carefully transferred into their final positions, into
the planters in the Square and at Airlie Street Hall, into the “window box” planters on the footbridges, and into the tattie boxes
on Airlie Street, at the T-junction and at the 5-Roads roundabout. Mission accomplished? Not nearly!
Brackets for hanging baskets were screwed on to the walls of many shops in the centre of town. Baskets, kindly filled by Derek
Todd, have been hung and should provide an additional splash of colour along the streets---if they survive thefts and winds.
May was an exceedingly dry month and very pleasantly warm. Good, I hear you say. But we gardeners are never happy--“could do with some rain”, we were saying. Water butts, watering cans, buckets had to be filled, water was sloshed around,
including in cars; the newly planted blooms seem to have survived.
And then came Storm Hector with his 70mph winds. Tall plants, like lupins, don’t like wind. Rescue support work was necessary
---we hope it proves to be successful.
Fortunately, some, but by no means all, watering problems have been reduced by the coming of good rain—yes there is good
rain and there is bad rain---unfortunately on the day of the Alyth Show.
PKC has started cutting roadsides for which we thank them. But we feel we need to improve certain areas, so you will have
seen yellow-vested gents wielding strimmers at the entrances to the town. The daffodils, so bright and vivid a month ago, are
now yellow-brown leaves so we cut them back to the ground.
At the T-junction, a member of a previous Alyth in Bloom group has made a small tribute commemorating the centenary of
WW1. “Lest we forget”. And, in a secluded recess at the top of Toutie Street, another lady has worked tirelessly to produce a
small haven of colour. We thank and congratulate them.
By the time this article appears in the Voice, the dry stone wall will have been officially unveiled by Provost Denis Melloy. The
accolades the wall has received come as no surprise to anyone; passing cars have stopped so that passengers could express
their appreciation. It is an outstanding legacy at the entrance to Alyth. We will have lots of photos of the event next issue of the
Voice.
What now?
For the first time since 2012, we will have a garden competition, to be held on the 26th of July—(see the separate notice in this
Voice.) Two independent judges will select winners of six categories—large, medium and small gardens, best hanging basket
display, best planted container and best overall exhibit. If you haven’t already done so, pick up your entry forms at Café in the
Square or Thrifty One. Completed forms should be returned to the same locations by July 19th please.
Alyth in Bloom has accepted primary responsibility for the redevelopment of the burn side. We want the changes proposed to
complement the redesign of the Square. The intention is that, when both are completed, it will look like one project---pavement
materials will be the same, benches will be the same, lamp standards will be the same--and so on. The immediate task is to
raise the required amount of money.
The contribution from the community of Alyth will come in the form of 20p’s! As you see from a separate notice in this Voice, we
will hold a family fun day in late August or early September when we all will lay out the coins along the burn side from the red
telephone boxes. Hopefully they will reach the Packhorse bridge. Madness? Maybe. Probably. But we will have some fun trying
it while raising a goodly sum of money to change the burn side. So please start saving those 20p’s NOW.
If you would like to join us in our efforts to brighten up Alyth, please contact us. Just come when you can. We’re trying to make
a difference and we have fun doing it.
“Brighten your toon
With Alyth in Bloom”
www.alythinbloom.org
www.facebook.com/alythbloom

Alyth Walkers
The Alyth Walkers had an excellent walk on Monday 18th June. Very blustery, but blue skies
and no rain! A little further afield than normal, we went up to a spot between Braemar and
Ballater , on the B 976, and had a circular walk of about 10 miles to the summit of Geallaig
hill. Great views, great weather and lots of banter!
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Interview with: Bob Stewart

by Kevin Coe

Music has always been a part of community life in Alyth, and the
town is once again making its musical mark on the world
following the release in June of a new album from local folk
stalwart Bob Stewart.
Bob has been a professional musician for 30 years and has
performed and recorded with several bands, this is first solo CD
comprising folk songs sung and performed in a traditional style.
Entitled “Shee”, after the fairy folk who gave Glenshee its name,
the album is already available to download and stream online
and by all accounts is doing very well.

Born and bred in Alyth, Bob comes from a strongly musical
family. “My whole family always sang and played - there were
always instruments in the house,” he says. “My uncles all
played accordion, Mum played the piano - we never needed to
book a band for parties!”
Bob’s father Pat was from Blairgowrie and was distantly related to the famous Stewarts of Blair - mother and daughter
Belle and Sheila who were famous around the world as Scottish traditional singers with roots in the travelling
community. With such a heritage to inspire him, it’s no surprise to learn that Bob first picked up a guitar around age
10.
“I was, and still am, very shy and nervous in company, but the minute I start playing that all goes away,” he says, “and I
knew from early on that I wanted to be a musician.”

After a few years in local factory jobs, Bob got bitten by the performing bug at a music festival at Salen on Mull. “There
were all these bands playing, and it was like heaven! I’d known about these performers before, from radio and TV, but
never realised that you could make a living from playing folk music.
“I then met identical twin brothers Mike and Brian McKay who were busking in the Overgate in Dundee. When I was
paid off from my factory job in 1988 we decided to form a band together, with banjo, fiddle, guitar and a host of other
traditional instruments. That’s how Tap O’The Hill got started.”
With support from the Prince’s Trust and Dundee’s Business Gateway, the trio soon became a fixture on the folk circuit
and toured extensively for four years, until Mike and Brian decided to pursue other interests.
Since then, Bob’s played in a variety of bands and with a wide circle of other artists, performing all over Scotland and
across northern Europe, as well as performing live on Radio Scotland. When the folk scene went through a fallow
patch in the late 1990s, with venues closing and gigs harder to get, he switched to playing pub songs in bars just to get
by, often alongside his brothers Tony and Paddy.
“In 2007 I went solo, using backing tracks I recorded myself. I did that for about five years, mixing pub songs with folk
music, but I really wanted to get back to playing the pure folk style that I love. After that, I enrolled on the sound
engineering degree at UHI in Perth, with the aim of cutting back on the touring and getting more sound engineering
and production work.
“But when I finished the course last I started playing guitar seriously again and rediscovered my passion for folk.”
That led to Tap O’The Hill reforming, 30 years after their first outing, but sadly only for a short time as one of the other
members passed away soon afterwards. It also encouraged Bob to make his new album, comprising a mix of
traditional and self-penned songs.
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Recorded at home, Bob plays his normal guitar and bodhran and also taught himself to play mandolin to broaden his
range of sounds. “A couple of the tunes are about the ‘Shee’ - the old name for the fairy folk of Glenshee,” he
explains. “There were always stories in my family about the Shee and what they would get up to.”
Bob is excited about the new release. “It’s being downloaded and streamed all over the world on iTunes, Spotify and
elsewhere,” he says, “and we’re optimistic about sales of the CD.”
As well as the album, Bob’s performing career is looking bright as well. He has more than 70 gigs all over Scotland
lined up for the rest of the year, and will be averaging about four a week over the summer.
“The folk scene has revived a lot in the last few years, so finishing my degree course, recording the album and getting
back out on the road - the timing couldn’t be better!” he smiles.
You can find out more at www.bobstewartfolk.com, and keep up with gig dates via www.facebook.com/bobstewartfolk/.
The album is available online, and the CD is available from Lunan’s Newsagents at a special Alyth price of £8.

Perth Soroptimists say a big THANK YOU!
Perth Soroptimists would like to thank everyone who volunteered their
time; everyone who donated prizes, money and home baking and
everyone who attended the recent Airlie Street coffee morning
recently. It was a great success, raising £748 and will enable the
Soroptimists to donate £2000 to Perthshire Women's Aid with sufficient
funds available to be disbursed to local and international projects at the
Club's AGM.

Alyth Development Trust held their AGM for 2018 on Wednesday 13th June. It was well attended with over 30 people present.
Simon Montador ran through the work ADT has been carrying out this year, including supporting the Story Box and associated
free wifi for people in Alyth Square, installing the defibrillator and running associated training.
Ongoing projects include working with PKC and other groups in the town on Alyth Square and the burnside. Also ADT are working
with the Development Trusts in Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus on a proposed path linking Alyth, Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus.
The first phase of this between the Halfway House and Rattray is on site at the moment. ADT is also supporting a bid for a
Cateran Eco-museum pilot project.
With the help of a grant for legal advice, ADT is currently creating a framework to administer funds from the Tullymurdoch wind
farm, which is under construction. The Directors are keen to have a good representation from the community involved in its
distribution, and ask for anyone wishing to help in any way, to let the Directors know.
The ADT Directors meet on the first Monday of every month in a local venue. These are public meetings which anyone can
attend. Please do come along!
Next meeting: 7pm on Monday 9th July 2018 in Community Wing?
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Derek Todd - derek@alythvoice.co.uk
Mel McFadden - mel@alythvoice.co.uk
Paul Ramsay - paul@alythvoice.co.uk
Sheila Fisher
Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

These can be found in:
Solutions
Lunan’s Newsagents
Thrifty One
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation

Lunan’s Newsagents
40

