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GLENISLA GOLF COURSE: The controversy continues
Alyth folk are continuing to express concern about the major development proposed for the former Glenisla Golf Course site.
Following our front-page article in February highlighting objections to the development of more than 200 new houses plus a
dementia care and other proposals, the developers Glenisla Developments Ltd (GDL) have sent us a 1000-word article in which
they seek to address a range of concerns. You can read the article inside this edition of The Voice.
Since the February edition, more readers have told us they’re worried about the scale, location and nature of the development.
Several say they believe 220 new houses is just too many for Alyth to cope with and question whether the local infrastructure school, health services, sanitation and so on - have enough capacity or whether major investment (and thus much more building
work) would be needed.
Other readers have welcomed the Phase 1 proposal for a dementia care unit and about 24 houses or bungalows but think that
should be enough for the site. “Anything more would be too much too fast,” said one reader, who also queries why the dementia
care unit and small-scale housing can’t be built on one of the several areas of land within Alyth that are already zoned for housing,
which the Glenisla Golf Course site isn’t.
A reader who lives near the site points out that Meethill
Road, which would be the new development’s main
access, is particularly susceptible to flooding and to ice
and snow, as well as being currently “in an extremely
bad state of repair”, with no pavements or lighting of
any kind. He adds that “the potential of 500 extra cars
using these narrow roads is mind boggling,” and says
that in “inclement weather all vehicles would have no
option but to use Toutie Street or the High Street with
drastic results”. Another reader asks whether any
thought has been given to the public transport system:
“would the No 57 bus route need to be changed?”
Other readers have said they are worried that building
on the former golf course could be liable to flooding,
and have also raised concerns again about the impact
on wildlife, especially the red squirrels who live there.

Site from south side looking up towards
Meethill Road

As well as publishing GDL’s response in this edition, we also asked them to respond to the additional concerns our readers have
sent in. They insist that the population increase would “more realistically” be around 400-450 in the houses and 40-60 in the
dementia care unit. They also claim that “the demographic make-up of the development may well make car use less frequent than
a mainstream development.” They claim that Perth & Kinross Council and the Scottish Government have confirmed the need for
housing and dementia care provision.
GDL say that “other land in other areas would not be of interest…as the current location is considered ideal for the proposed
development with housing, care, leisure/golf and food & beverage”.
GDL also say that “development will be delivered in a phased manner along with any required infrastructure or improvements…
thereby reducing any related impacts”. They add that “PKC Transportation have been fully consulted and any improvement works
required will be carried out as part of the development,” although they don’t say whether they or PKC would fund such works.
Finally, GDL say they are “focussed on delivering the development in the most appropriate manner for the site, the surrounding
area and for the village of Alyth”. See pages 22-25 for further details.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the March issue of the Alyth Voice!
This month we report on the continuing controversy surrounding the proposals for building
hundreds of new homes on the former Glenisla Golf Course site. Following our coverage in the
February edition, we’ve received yet more comments and concerns from local folk, as well as a
long and detailed response from the developers, Glenisla Developments Ltd. We’ve
summarised the latest concerns from residents and the GDL response to some of them in our
front-page article this issue, and you can read the full GDL response on a later page.
GDL insist that they are “focussed on delivering the development in the most appropriate
manner for the site, the surrounding area and for the village of Alyth,” and that “the benefits of
the development with respect to providing care, new homes and employment should be factored
fully into any assessment of impacts/benefits”. In their article, GDL give figures for estimated
economic impact and job creation, but they declined to make these reports available publicly
and said they would only release them in response to individual requests.
They also say that Perth & Kinross Council and the Scottish Government both support the
development because it promises to answer an increasing demand in this area for care services
and housing tailored to the needs of those with dementia. GDL have dismissed suggestions
that the development might be better done on a smaller scale on one of the sites within Alyth
already zoned for housing, saying that the proposals have “been through the democratic
planning process”, and are “similar to other ‘Edge of Town’ developments successfully
completed in the UK”.
What do you think? Do you think it would be a good thing for Alyth, and if so why? Do you think
the proposals are, as one of our readers says, “too much too fast”? If you have a view, we’d
love to hear it! You can email us at editor@alythvoice.co.uk, or contact us via Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/AlythVoice/. If we get enough comments, we plan to ask the
developers for a public meeting where all the issues can get a proper airing.
Elsewhere in this edition, you can read about how Andrea MacLean came to be the proprietor of
The Singing Kettle, plus the latest news from Alyth Development Trust on the benefits the
Tullymurdoch Wind-farm could bring to the town, and a plea from a Glenisla reader for anyone
who knows about the history of Knockshannoch.
There’s also the usual mix of stories on what makes Alyth so special and all the regular updates
from the many local groups and organisations that collectively make our town such a lively and
dynamic place to live.

Kevin Coe
Editor
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*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ

Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
After Hours (NHS24):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Alyth Guild
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Lunch
Coffee Morning

24th
26th
31st

Coffee Morning
Easter Lunch
Coffee Morning

APRIL
5th

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

Main Health Centre Number:

MARCH
1st
3rd
10th
12th
17th

7th
14th
21st
28th

Local Wildlife Reserves Talk by Rachel Hunter,
Scottish Wildlife Trust
Coffee Morning
Parish Guild, Airlie St Hall 10am
Coffee Morning
St Ninian's
Coffee Morning
Newtyle 2008 football club
Coffee Morning
Alyth in Bloom

MAY
3rd
5th
10th

Parish Church Guild
Coffee Morning
Lunch

12th
19th
26th

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm
Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am
Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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David Cowie Films by Phil Walker
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch & Soc.
Kilry Rural
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch & Soc.
Alyth Parish Church Congregational Board Airlie Street Hall 10am
Alyth Out of School Club
Alyth Snr Citizens’ Lunch & Soc.
Woman’s Aid

End of Session Get Together
Scouts
Parish Church Guild
Time and Venue tba
Alyth Lodge
Airlie Street Hall
Blairgowrie High School

A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

Est 1953

No job too big or too small
New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM
JOINERY SERVICES

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS :
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL :
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS :
GLAZING AND LOCKS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call or email for advice and estimates

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com
TEL: 01828 632070
www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk

Find us on Facebook :
G A Davidson Joiners

JOHN A McINTOSH

T: 01828632581 M:07597114868

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

IRONING SERVICE
IN ALYTH

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

Don’t have time to do your
own!

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. .
PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE
ARRANGED FROM
ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE
AND SURROUNDING AREA.
TEL: 07842051599

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

TOSH TILING SERVICES

Competitive Rates

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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Across

Down

5.
6.
7.
9.
11.
14.
17.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

1.
2.
3.
4.
8.
10.
12.
13.
15.
16.
18.

Beneath, below
Common yellow wild flower
Still, relaxed
To do with education
Inhale and exhale air
Dwelling place
Alcoholic drink
Extreme rage
Humped animal
US president, game of cards
Plentiful
A line of waiting people
One with long experience

Speed
Female offspring
Exquisite
A small cake or round bunch of hair
Knitted woollen jacket
Widespread disease, outbreak
German smoked sausage
Hundredth anniversary
Common tree
Talented
Commonplace

Answers on Page 17
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DF BUILDERS

Stonemason/Bricklayers
1st Class Tradesmen
20 years + experience.
D. Fotheringham
07912565962 or
01828 634102
Check out our work on
Facebook.

RENDEZVOUS
**HAIRDRESSER**

Established 1980

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Electrical Contractor

Open Tues - Sat

E.C.A. Registered and Approved

IAN BROGAN

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS
Washing machines, Dishwashers,
Tumble Dryers, Cookers, Fridges,
Freezers & Vacuum Cleaners

Stewart MacDonald

Gift Vouchers Available

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Telephone 01828 632 995

14 Airlie Street, Alyth

Telephone 01250 872225
or 07801704997

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Opening Times
9am – 5pm
Monday - Saturday
T: 01828 958 050

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

4.30pm - 9.00pm
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SCOUTS
I’m not that sure we were “burnt out”, but definitely “Burns out”.
The Cubs started the ball rolling on Tuesday evening
commencing with games based on a Scottish theme, followed by
a magnificent banquet. The address to the haggis was duly noted
by Peter Kinnear and the Selkirk Grace given by Rev Mike
Erskine and then the feast began in earnest provided by Alison
and Karen Arnold and the entire leadership team. And were they
kept busy? – You could bet on that and it would be a sure winner.
A great evening and well done to all the helpers for such an
enjoyable night.
The Scouts were next to pick up the baton on Friday night. Now
this took on a different aspect as the first item was to get the
stoves set up and get the pots on. Douglas MacLean pitched up
with a pot of neeps and Mark Kimber provided peeled tatties
ready to fire up. At this point, we departed from tradition and
instead of plunging a knife into the haggis, we attacked it with a
tin opener. For some “obscure” reason, some of the guys “lost”
their appetite just a tad, but quickly rediscovered it when the
aroma filled the air. The Eagle Patrol were a bit light in numbers
this particular night and consequently this meant more for each
individual. Although the expression “Eyes bigger than belly”
springs to mind, I must say they had a good bash at it and there
were quite a few that waddled about for the rest of the night. Not
exactly soaring like an eagle, more like an overweight gannet!
Come Saturday Kenny Moyes had masterminded yet another
Burns Night as a fundraiser for our forthcoming trip to
Lochgoilhead in the summer. Kenny recruited helpers to provide
soup, tatties, neeps and desserts and bring the prepared dishes
to the event, was such a tremendous boost into running the
event. Our thanks go to all the willing helpers who undertook
these tasks. The hall quickly filled up and alarmingly so, to the
point additional tables and chairs were pressed into service. The
proceedings sorta followed a traditionalist route … in an Alyth
Scout way, which for me endeared itself in a less formal
atmosphere. I am confident to report that the evening was a
great success to all and as an added bonus, we raised £550 for
the camp

Forthcoming Events for the Scout Troop
2 March- Night Hike with overnight sleepover in Hut
10 March - Afternoon Tea in Scout Hut
To be Decided – Beetle Drive
18/20 - May Expedition Challenge Weekend
8/10 June – Survival Weekend
2-6 July – Lochgoilhead Activity Centre

Ron Kirkpatrick
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•

Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work

All work carried out by fully qualified
Professionals and finished
to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

Sparkles Cleaning
Service
Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533
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If you haven't been out in those good days getting your garden dug over and the greenhouse washed down now is the time
to do it.
Lawns
With the milder than normal winters we get now, lawns can suffer algae like growths, making the lawn slippery. This is
usually caused by poor drainage and compacted soil and can be more prevalent around trees. To eliminate this problem try
aerating and top dressing with sharp sand. Avoid walking on the grass in winter where possible. Scarify to remove last years
thatch.
If you have a rhubarb patch place an upturned bucket over a crown, this will give you a few spear at least a fortnight earlier.
Prune roses and fruit trees.
Perennials that are showing new shoots can be divided. Some perennials die in the centre, it is a good idea to lift these and
to replant a healthy part from the rim.
Sow some salad leaves in a bucket its early but well worth a try.
Broad beans can be sown now for an early crop.

Update from Strathmore Tots Baby and Toddler Group, Alyth
We would like to say a big thank you to Alyth Parish Church for their donation to the group from their Christmas Collections. Their
cheque for £232 is very much appreciated.
We would also like to mention Keith Glass and thank him for his generous time and help in preparing our accounts over the last
two years, particularly in the first year when we were so low on funds!
Due to demand from parents, the group has started meeting on a Wednesday morning as well as a Monday from the New
Year and we’ll try this out for a few months to see how it goes. So if you couldn’t make the group before, perhaps an extra
morning will help?
For further information about the group and what’s on, please see our advert in the Voice, or join our Facebook group page.
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

HANDY HUBBY
2-HIRE
GORDON M KIDD
From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

Logo-Branding
Stationary
Business Cards
Templates
Brochures

Websites
Hosting
Domain Names
Flyers
Signage

Social Media
Email Setup
Advertising
Marketing
Banners

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth

07854493805
hello@peapodstudios.co.uk

NHS and Private Prescriptions

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com
T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Long Term Medication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service

Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS

to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

for a quote

No job too big or too small!
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UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Alyth Show Saturday 16th June 2018, Bogles Field, Blairgowrie - Industrial Tent Schedule
Section 1 Baking

Section 4 Handicrafts

31

Small Matinee Jacket (Knitted or Crocheted to be
donated to Ninewells Hospital)

2 Apple & Cinnamon Loaf (1lb)

32

Decorative Garland (any medium) Max Length 1
metre

3 Fruit Scones (3)

33 Decorative Wreath (any medium)

4 Chocolate & Ginger Flapjacks (3 pieces)

34 Upcycled Biscuit Tin

5 Individual Crème Brulee

35 Door Stop (any medium)

6 Raspberry & White Chocolate Muffins (2)

36 A Decorated Stone

1

Victoria Sponge filled with Vanilla Buttercream & Jam
(8"/20cm)

7 Selkirk Bannock
8 Sachertorte (8"/20cm)
9 Shortbread Rounds (3 pieces)
10 Rocky Road (3 pieces)

37

Unframed Sketch inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh – No larger than A4

38

Unframed Painting inspired by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh – No larger than A3

11 Nutty Florentine Bars (3 pieces)- recipe supplied

Section 5 Photography

12 Profiteroles filled with crème patisserie (2)

39 The Berry Fields

Section 2 Produce

40 Leaves

13 Blackcurrant Jelly (small jar)

41 Eyes

14 Blueberry Jam (small jar)

42 Cobbles

15 Grapefruit Marmalade (small jar)

43 Furniture

16 Beetroot Chutney (small jar)

44 Ruins

17 Curried Parsnip Soup (small flask)

45 Children 12yrs – 16yrs – Eyes

18 Ramekin Dish of Houmous

Section 6 Children

19 Savoury Pin Wheels (2)
20 Individual Fruit Crumble

Pre School

21 Honeycomb (3 pieces)

46 Colouring in Picture (Supplied)

22 A Small Bottle of Flavoured Oil

47 A Facial Expression on a Paper Plate

23 Home Bred Hen’s Eggs (6)

48 A Rainbow Chain

24 Coronation Chicken (small dish)

Primary 1 - Primary 3
49 A Party Invitation

Section 3 Floral Art

50 A Portrait Sketch - no larger than A4

25 Bowl of Floating Flowers

51 A Rainbow Chain

26 Jug of Garden Flowers

52 A Healthy Eating Wrap

27 Arrangement inspired by Charles Rennie Mackintosh

53 Photograph – A Furry Friend

Arrangement incorporating Suffragettes' Colours (Violet/
28 Purple, Green & White)

Primary 4 - Primary 7

29 An Arrangement in a Port, Sherry or Shot Glass

54 A Party Invitation

30 One Lady's Corsage

55 A Portrait Sketch - no larger than A4

Entry Fee £5 - cheques made payable to Alyth & District
Agricultural Show. Entries to Children's Section and Class
45 are Free.
Return Entry Form to Fiona Mitchell, Tullymurdoch, Alyth,
PH11 8LH, Tel 01828632495

56 A Rainbow Chain
57 A Healthy Eating Wrap
58 Photograph – A Furry Friend
https://www.facebook.com/AlythShowIndustrialTent

Supplied recipe available from our web site
www.alythshow.co.uk.
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IN MEMORY OF ESTHER MUIR
£1677.77 RAISED FOR MARIE CURIE DUNDEE
We would like to thank everyone for making our Marie Curie
coffee morning such a huge success. With the support of
everyone who gave such generous donations of prizes and
baking, helped on the stalls, in the kitchen and serving teas they
were kept busy with the huge turnout of the local community,
friends and family who all came along on the day and helped
raise the fantastic sum of £1677.77.
Sadly in September we lost our mum Esther Muir. Our mum was
very community spirited and dedicated her time to many local
organisations. She would take part in lots of fundraising events,
that's why we decided to hold a coffee morning in her memory
combining all the things she loved for a charity that is close to our
hearts and we are so delighted to have raised such an amazing
amount of money.

Left to right: Susan Parker, Catherine Lawson from Marie
Curie Dundee, and Catherine Ritchie.

John Swinney MSP/Deputy First Minister for Scotland said:
“It was a great pleasure to attend such a busy coffee morning in support of Marie Curie in Alyth. Organised by the family of the
late and much missed Esther Muir, who did so much good in the local community, it was a morning of great joy and friendship. It
was one of the busiest coffee mornings I have ever attended in Alyth and I was delighted to hear such a substantial amount of
money had been raised for a vital cause.”
David Chalmers of Isla Rd Alyth said:
“I wish to express my thanks to Esther's family and friends for the lovely coffee morning.
A big thanks to the many who attended. This is yet another example of the way the
Alyth community rally round at times like this. The support shown for Esther and Marie
Curie was very much appreciated. Thanks to all David Chalmers“
Thank you
Susan Parker and
Catherine Ritchie

Back from left: Susan Parker, Catherine Ritchie, John Swinney,
Claire Gordon and Linda Tosh. Front from Left: Luke and
Jack Parker, Val McClure and Nikki Ferguson

Update on Tullymurdoch Wind-farm
During March, Wood Group plc will be bringing through Alyth the major components for the seven wind-turbines they are building
up at Tullymurdoch.
The turbine blades and support towers are very large items, so there will be temporary traffic and parking restrictions along both
sides of the B952 Airlie Street and Bamff Road from its junction with Isla Road to its junction with the Alyth Den Car Park
entrance.
Wood Group says: “These restrictions will be in place from 1 March 2018 for a period of eight weeks. Pedestrian and emergency
vehicular access to premises will be maintained throughout. We thank you for your patience over the last couple of months and
apologise for any inconvenience caused.”
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
February has been another eventful month for AYP, and we have seen the
numbers at the Hub rise steadily so that across the three age groups we regularly
see 65 – 80 young people every week. We have again had a shift around to
create even more space, and bought stackable seats so that everyone can perch
somewhere when we have 20 or so teenagers squeezed in to the Hub!
Our quiz night was a great success, and Rhiona will elaborate on that in her wee
article below. Thank you to all who came, and my apologies for some of the very
niche 90s music which went down better with some teams than with others!
Our minibus fund is building up nicely, and at the time of writing we are in
negotiations with Ford whilst bringing in the last few grants that we need. If all
goes to plan, by the time the Voice comes through your door we will have a lovely
new minibus. A massive thank you to everyone who has contributed – SSE
Drumderg, National Lottery Awards for All, The Co-Op, Perth & Kinross Council,
everyone who has voted for us in various funding drives, and to the mystery lady
who gave us £30 at Christmas time. I have not figured out who it was that left the
money for us, but “Thank You… whoever you are”!
We enjoyed yet another trampolining trip – for a change we went to Flip Out
instead of Ryze, and the young people loved it. I think we will have a few more
trips through there as all of the age groups are desperate to go. The Hubsters
have a residential trip to Pitlochry in April too, so this new minibus will be well
used.
Starting in the spring, we will be meeting regularly at our garden. If you would like
to help us in any way (we are kind of making it up as we go along) then please
lend us the benefit of your experience! We plan to meet 6pm – 8pm on
Wednesday nights, and the “Bloomin’ Do Gooders” will hopefully be a group of
people who work together to make the garden an industrious and enjoyable place
to be. Thanks to your votes, we will have a grant from Tesco to help buy what we
need, and we have the ongoing support of our friends at PKC.
George Annan
Alyth Youth Partnership
07702 780489

Youth Club
AYP are trying to raise money for a trip to Germany in August for our P7-S1
group. We are going to have various events to try and raise money for both
our new mini-bus and our trip in the summer. So far, we have had a quiz night
in which we raised £351, thank you to everyone who came along. We have a
bingo tea taking place in Alyth Town Hall on Thursday 29th March. We also
have an 80’s night in June. We would love it if you could come along to either
of these events!
Rhiona Sidley – AYP Junior Journalist

13

Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

I&D Insurance Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there
when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Accident
Claims
THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

01250 874441

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Clinical Aromatherapist

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

Liz Jenkins—mifpa

01250 876057

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors
Established 1871

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

We sell carpets, vinyl,
curtains and blinds.
Come in for
professional advice and
browse through our large
selection of samples
available to take home
We measure,
supply and fit
To get your FREE
quotation call

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

01250 872361
e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk

FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS

JOHN SWINNEY

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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CALL FOR INFO ABOUT GLENISLA COTTAGE
A Glenisla reader is asking the Alyth Voice community for help in
tracking down the history of her cottage.
Pam Aitchison is the owner of Knockshannoch Lodge which is
Scotland’s only remaining thatched round house. Pam and her
husband have spent the last four years restoring the cottage, which
is situated a mile south of Kirkton of Glenisla,
“We know that the house was built as a gatehouse to a large
mansion house - Knockshannoch House - which was the youth
hostel for many years and is now a private activity centre.
“I am trying to do some research on the original family and house, but I’m struggling to find much information, possibly
because the house was used as a holiday home by the previous owner and as it wasn’t their main residence there are
limited records available.
“I am wondering if there may be Alyth Voice readers who would know about the house and family, I appreciate it was
many years ago but there may be historians among your readership who would be able to supply some information.
“The family were the Barber-Starkey family, and it would be interesting to know if any local people have knowledge of
them and especially if anyone had ancestors that worked for them. The house was built in 1880, and Barber-Starkeys
had a large number of staff but it’s not clear how long they kept the house and lands.”
For more information on the cottage visit www.knockshannochlodge.co.uk. And if you know anything that might help
Pam in her quest, please contact The Voice.
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NOTICES
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.
Evening Service at 6.00pm on
First Sunday of each month.
(Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms.
New recruits are always most welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is
available for children under three).
For any special arrangements please contact
Sunday School staff.
~~~
PRAYER GROUP
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).
~~~
THE GUILD
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm)
1st Mar—David Cowie Films by Phil Walker
15th Mar—Guild Presbyterial Council AGM at
Kettins Church Hall
5th Apr—Local Wildlife Reserves - Scottish
Wildlife Trust, by Rachel Hunter
7th Apr—Coffee Morning Airlie St. Hall, 10am
19th Apr– Spring Council Meeting in
Blairgowrie Parish Church
~~~
THE CHURCH CHOIR
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
SPECIAL DATES
11th Mar-Mothering Sunday
17th Mar—Congregational Board Coffee
Morning, Airlie Street Hall at 10am
25th Mar—Palm Sunday. Meet at Airlie Street
Hall, 11am then parade to Church
26th - 28th Mar—Holy Week Services 6.30pm
29th Mar –Maunday Thursday Communion
Service at 6.30pm
30th Mar—Good Friday-Meditation Service
6.30pm
1st Apr—Easter Sunday-Meet at Airlie Street
Hall at 8.30am then walk to Hill of Alyth
followed by Breakfast in Church at 10am.
Normal Service at 11am

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

Due to the temporary closure of St Mary’s Coupar
Angus, and building works in St Stephen’s
Blairgowrie, the Saturday vigil and Sunday 11am
masses will be held in St Catherine’s Episcopal
Church, St George Street, Blairgowrie,
PH10 6HA. See www.st-stephensblairgowrie.org.uk for more details.

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

If you would like to become a member of
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the
Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

Mrs Susan Marsh is pleased to announce
the following success in the recent
examinations of The Associated Board of
the Royal Schools of Music :
Stephen Ip - Grade 5 Theory of Music
Pass with Distinction

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

MARCH
4th 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
11th 11am Sung Eucharist
18th 11am Sung Eucharist
25th 11am Sung Eucharist

MAILINGS
Our continued challenge to ensure the
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to
implementing a charge for postal Voices.
An annual charge will apply to all
UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of producing the
Voice. To get your Voice by post,

Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk

We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice

DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure
the Voice remains free to every household. There
are 4 ways to donate:
1. Collection Tins in shops,
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the
secure PayPal system.
4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
Tel: 01828 633 045
We now have a

NEW COMMUNICANTS

Please support your Voice today.

Facebook page

www.facebook.com/AlythFHP
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Take it or Leave it
By ‘Reluctant Shopper’

I wonder how our lives would be for us if the clock “whizzed” back 80 years and we returned to the war-time world of rationing.
I was born in 1949 which means my childhood diet did not depend on a ration book. Indeed, my daily diet could be described as
a feast by comparison. However, on reflection, I suspect my parents held on to their memories of “doing without” and the food
scarcity they had experienced during the war years. I am not sure the word “choice” had any relevance to my childhood years
and this was particularly evident when it came to meal time. I would sit at the table and ate what was placed before me. If I didn't
finish my meal, then the unspoken rule was “take it or leave it”. I quickly realised that, if I didn't choose the “take it” option, then
my plate would be removed and it was important to grasp my chance when food was on the table. Another opportunity may not
occur as soon as I would like. Snacks, you might think would be the next best thing. What snacks! I can't remember the word
being in my vocabulary. I wouldn't have known what it meant unless it referred to the occasional “piece and jam” which I took to
be a treat and rarely experienced. Funnily enough, I have happy memories as a child.
Fast forward to present day and, although I have been of “bus pass” age for some years now, I can observe changes have taken
place far beyond those I would ever have thought possible. Not only is the choice of food we eat far greater, I notice
advertisements on television telling me that children have a say in what they would or wouldn't like to eat.
I can't recall being asked what I would like to eat; however I remember the feeling of excitement when my mother let me choose
which biscuits I would like as a special treat. We would go to Woolworths where the biscuits were kept in a large wooden display
cabinet. The cabinet contained about twelve large glass covered boxes. I was allowed to lift the box lids and select my choice of
biscuits from each of the containers and place them in a paper bag. On hindsight I realise how “eco friendly” we were - no plastic
to be found anywhere.
My childhood experience of shopping was my mother holding my hand tightly while pulling her shopping trolley . We visited many
shops – or so it seemed; a grocer shop selling butter in a large barrel with a large portion being sliced off at my mother's request.
The butcher shop was a “horror movie” experience. Large carcasses dangled down in the shop with sawdust on the floor to catch
the dripping blood.
Instead of my “take it or leave it” days, our choices are becoming greater and greater. “Shall we eat in or out” and if we eat out,
“what shall it be?” Italian, Indian, Chinese, French, Thai and so on. The word restaurant or take-away was not part of my
childhood vocabulary. Chips wrapped in newspaper after a trip to the swimming baths was my experience of a take-away (again,
no plastic wrapping involved).
Nowadays one large store can provide all our needs and, more importantly, nobody is asking to see your ration book. You can
“shop till you drop”. Variety is the spice of life so they say – and it certainly applies to a basic part of our diet - mince! A pound
of mince (or should I say 500 grams) can be sold as lean, fat, organic, Scottish or from elsewhere. Naturally, there is a price
difference to reflect which one is chosen. I am guessing that this wide variety wouldn't have been on offer during “ration book”
days.
Who knows what the future will hold with regard to food shopping and what will be available for us to buy. What is certain, our
expectations have become far greater than those experienced by this post-war child. Whether one is better or worse, I'll let you
decide.

Across

Down

5.
6.
7.
9.
11.
14.
17.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

1.
2.
3.
4.
8.
10.
12.
13.
15.
16.
18.

UNDERNEATH—Beneath, below
DANDELION—Common yellow wild flower
CALM—Still, relaxed
ACADEMIC—To do with education
BREATHE—Inhale and exhale air
ABODE—Dwelling place
GIN—Alcoholic drink
FURY—Extreme rage
CAMEL—Humped animal
TRUMP—US president, game of cards
ABUNDANT—Plentiful
QUEUE—A line of waiting people
VETERAN—One with long experience
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VELOCITY—Speed
DAUGHTER—Female offspring
SUBLIME—Exquisite
BUN—A small cake or round bunch of hair
CARDIGAN—Knitted woollen jacket
EPIDEMIC—Widespread disease, outbreak
FRANKFURTER—German smoked sausage
CENTENARY—Hundredth anniversary
OAK—Common tree
GIFTED—Talented
ORDINARY—Commonplace

Thrifty One

From the Community, For the Community
Opening times: 10am—4pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Phone: Anne 07592 338449.(speak or leave a message)
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com
For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please like & share us with your friends.
The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise. Thanks!

By the time this goes to press we will be turning our thoughts to spring. However judging by
the number of donations coming through the door, a deal of New Year de-cluttering and
early spring cleaning is already happening in Alyth!
So should you need a picture frame, a curtain rail, curtains, fabric, kitchen ware, mugs,
jewellery, a dress/shirt for that night out; not to mention clothing, books, LP’s, CD’s .... We
can usually find what you need or let you know when it appears amongst the many & varied
donations.
Here is one happy customer, Bobby, sitting on his beautiful retro dog bed, made by Tina
using a pair of curtains bought from Thrifty One.
We are becoming steadily busier, which is wonderful. It does mean that we are very keen to welcome committed new volunteers
to become part of our happy team. Why might you want to volunteer with us?
For the fun of it!
For the company
To get out of the house
To add a focus to your day/week
As a starting point on the road back to work
Satisfaction of doing something for the community

What would you be doing?
Well there is something for everyone both in the front of the shop and behind the scenes:
sorting & pricing of donations
dusting & general tidying
organising books, DVDs etc
meet, greet & serve customers

Most of our volunteers come in for a half day of three hours, for one
or more days of the week. But it does not have to be as long as that
or as frequently. Just pop in and have a chat to find out more.
Last month we were pleased to contribute to Alyth Creates 2018.
Jonathan Mitchell came into the shop to accept £250 on their behalf.
This year the Festival is to be held over the last weekend in May.
Thrifty One will be holding a drop in upcycling craft project during
those three days.
Details at a later date!

18

FEBRUARY REFLECTIONS
A short snooze after lunch is reinvigorating and sets one up for the rest of the day. That is how it was one day recently when I
awoke after a pleasant post-prandial. Part of the process of recovery from sleep is a hot drink, so I made some coffee and was
about to drink it when the door bell rang.
A lady stood at the back door with a key in her hand. “We have to go now,” she said. “My husband has a bad go of man ‘flu.” I
remonstrated with her for her lack of sympathy for his precarious state. She should be more understanding, I thought. We men
are the frailer of the sexes as Rudyard Kipling made clear in his poem, ‘The female of the species’, with its punch line at the
end of each verse: ‘For the female of the species is far deadlier than the male’.
“I hope he is all right and that you weren’t too cold in the night,” I offered.
She agreed that her husband would get over his indisposition and reassured me that they had been warm.
She went on to tell me: “This morning I was excited to see a great flock of bramblings in the field opposite the hide and
watched them take off as a peregrine flew over.”
“Wow, how splendid!”
“Yes. It was wonderful,” she agreed.
And so they set off and I went about my afternoon routine.
By this time of the winter the drive and farm road are showing signs of wear: extreme wear, as the potholes grow. Considering
them, the cost of repair and the endless wear and tear, I sympathise with local authorities and other bodies that find
themselves accused of neglect of roads: the task is endless and expensive. The world is in a rush and ‘the de’il tak the
hindmaist’.
I walked down the drive, turned left onto the Burnieshead path and trod warily along the freeze thawed snow and ice. The
tracks of a couple of cyclists ribboned their way ahead of me and a medley of different boot marks told me of the comings and
goings of recent passers. The mouse tracks that had crossed the path a few days ago had been obliterated. Near the end of
the path the two birch trees that beavers had felled, and the one that had succumbed to a fungal infection, were gone. A pile
of sawdust told me that Chris had been to clear the path that morning.
I turned back after standing and gazing at the pool and its dams. The breathing hole of a beavers’ burrow looked the same as
ever. Would the inhabitants roof it over? The felled birch, increasingly bare of bark as the beavers come to gnaw it off the
fallen trunks, and the golden chips that lie at the foot of tree stumps, make a curious pickup sticks scene.
Time to get back: there was a visitor to greet. I stopped for a moment and looked over the field to the North. A cloud of finches
rose off the field: bramblings! They flew one way and then back again and landed before rising again and repeating the move
before heading back on to the field. They repeated these routines several times, each time, it seemed to me, shifting a little
further west. What were they eating? It must have been the remaining barley grains: gleanings from last year’s harvest. How
do they decide when to move and which way the flock should go?
I set off again, back to the house and a cup of strong black tea.

Paul Ramsay
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NOTICES
ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club

Don’t have access
to email?
It’s FREE in the

February Draw

(with thanks to Margaret Ferguson)

Airlie Street Library

1st - £50 - 161 - Mrs H Bell
2nd - £30 - 109 - Mr G Arthur
3rd - £20 - 94 - Mrs R Jolly
——————
Letters for renewal of subscriptions to the 200 Club will be out soon.
A Huge Thank You to everyone who donated,
helped in every way and attended our very successful
Valentine’s Bingo on 8th February
when we raised £632.

THANK YOU

Thank you all for your continued and valued support.

To the honest gentleman who returned my purse having
found it in Alyth on Saturday 10th February and to the folks
in the Co-op who helped him locate my home address. I
apologise to him for not thanking him properly but I was so
taken aback when I answered my front door to be handed
the purse which I did not know I had dropped less than half
an hour earlier.
The people of Alyth never fail to restore my faith in human
nature.
LM

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone for the cards, gifts and money you so
kindly gave me for my 70TH birthday, to all at Geo’s for my
party which we all enjoyed.
Keith Robertson

THE COFFEE CYCLE
Meet every Wednesday morning.
Alyth Square 9.30am
For a cycle in search of coffee and cake.
All welcome.
Destination decided on the day.
Interested?
Call/text Pat 07583297408 Or just turn up. See you there!

THANK YOU
The Alyth Voice Committee would like to thank Barney Nairn
for his loyal service on his well earned retiral - his
replacement is Fiona McIntosh to whom a warm welcome is
extended.

Glenisla SWRI
Meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm
Contact Mrs Hilary Lawrence (president) 01828 633112
or Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582205

Glenisla Church (SCIO)
Charity number SCO44459

New Members Welcome

There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church,
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake /
biscuits to follow. Open to everyone.
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work
with the Vine Trust.
The next dates will be as follows:

Thursday 8th March 2018 @ 7.30pm
Entertainment with Freewheelin Joyce Ramsay and friends
this is an open night so all welcome
Thurday 5th April 2018 @ 7.30pm
Card Making with Kathleen McInnes
Membership £20.00

Visitors £3.00

3rd December –Roger Klegg and the Strathmore Singers
24th December – Watchnight Service – 11:30pm

Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

10.10am to 11.30am
1.40pm to 3.00pm

Contact details: Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO,
Alrick, Glenisla, PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,
Glenisla, PH11 8PG

Town Square
Town Square
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NOTICES
Alyth & District Pipe Band

Alyth Senior Citizens'
Lunch & Socialising Club

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new
or experienced members, either pipes or
drums.
Wednesday night practise in
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm.
For more information please
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.

Strathmore Tots
Alyth

Baby and Toddler Group
Whether you're a first time Mum or
Dad or have a larger family,
come along to our local friendly group
for a cuppa and a chat with other
parents while the wee ones play.
Grandparents and Carers also
welcome.
£2 per family, this includes a snack
for the toddlers and as much tea and
coffee as you can drink!
To keep up to date with what we have
on and where, join our Facebook
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth.

Meigle Art Group

Or for more information call or text

The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall
10am 12pm

07807591868

New Members Welcome
Equipment can be provided for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on a Tuesday
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
Marja Dalziel
Tom Dalziel
John Eggleston

958498 (Walk Leader)
632674 (Walk Leader)
633032 (Walk Leader).
633032 (Walk Leader).
633965 (Walk Leader).

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of
Alyth Primary School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

(Perth & Kinross Healthy
Communities Project)
Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146

New members & volunteers
welcome
Exercise Group - Mondays 10am
in the Airlie Street Hall
Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)
Next lunches:
12th March followed by
Volunteers’ meeting
26th March (Easter Lunch)
Would you like a lift to the Lunches?
Telephone 632023

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Gordon Coutts

ALYTH
GIRL GUIDE HUT
FOR RENT or HIRE

Contact Irene for details:

632439

Is a Collection Point for

USED SPECTACLES
for VISION 2020
“The Right to Sight Project”
For further information on the project,
please contact
Pam Robertson,
Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street,
Forfar
Tel: 01307 462461
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CALLY CRAFTERS
Bridge of Cally Hall
Every Thursday
1.30 - 3.30 pm

Traditional and contemporary crafts
and all abilities
Come along for a free taster session, or
contact 01828 633083 for more details
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Glenisla Golf Course - developers respond to concerns
Glenisla Developments Limited (GDL), the company behind the major development proposed for the former Glenisla
Golf Course site, has sent us the following article in response to local concerns reported in our February issue.
GDL is keen to respond to the concerns and also to explain the development concept and how it will be progressed. Planning
permission presently exists on the site for a mixed-use development (housing, nursing home, small hotel, business units) and
we intend to bring forward a further application containing a Masterplan for the entire site and detailed proposals for the Phase 1
development soon. The nature of the development will allow the provision of specialist care, which is presently lacking, and
deliver options for other households in the development to gain access to levels of care required to sustain their independent
living.
GDL hosted a community consultation event last November and met with Alyth Development Trust (ADT) in December, which
generated a number of positive comments as well as some potential issues/concerns about aspects of the development. GDL
is committed to addressing all impacts of the development and welcomes comments at this stage in order that these can be fully
considered as the detailed proposals emerge. The development will take a number of years to be completed and therefore
related benefits/impacts will be phased over time rather than occurring in a short period.
GDL wishes to engage further with the Alyth community and ADT to arrive at the best possible solutions for the site, to
maximise the benefits of the development, and to ease/address concerns related to any impacts on Alyth and the site. GDL also
agreed to investigate community-based projects on vacant land to the west of the development, and financial schemes to help
first-time buyers, elderly “down-sizers” etc.
GDL is employing a full project team (architect, engineers, transport consultants, ecologist, etc) to assess the site and determine
the correct development form. GDL has also commissioned a number of reports to assess demographics for housing and care
(including dementia care), socio-economic analysis and general demand for the development. These reports have produced
positive results including the demonstration of a clear and unmet demand for suitable accommodation/provision for dementia
care in the surrounding area. They conclude that the development will generate around £2.43m of additional revenue per
annum for the local economy at peak, and create up to 100 permanent jobs. The general feedback is that the development,
over a number of years, will generate a significant boost to the local economy, employment, care provision and tourism.
The principle of the development has been established and is fully backed up with a range of technical assessments looking at
access issues, flooding, geotechnics, ecology, landscaping, noise, pollution, utilities etc. GDL is engaging with Perth & Kinross
Council (PKC) with regard to potential impacts on and requirements related to local infrastructure and these will be fully
considered as part of the emerging proposals.
The main concern highlighted to GDL by ADT appears to revolve around the scale of the development and the number of
additional residents estimated. While it is not possible to put a definitive number of residents on this mixed use and carecentred development, GDL finds the population estimates set out in February’s Alyth Voice article to be very high. It should be
noted that the development will be phased over several years and the first phase over the next two years will be a close-care
dementia area (up to 50 residents) plus about 20 bungalows and three small business units. The dementia care residents will
not drive, so this will result in minimal impact on transport in general and low activity in peak travelling periods.
The development will then be rolled out in sensible phases and subject to demand. Having carried out demographic studies
and taken professional advice, GDL believes that the population and corresponding car usage growth will be significantly lower
than reported in the February Voice article. There will also be significant benefits to the local area and to Alyth arising from the
development.
A focus of the development concept will be to improve individual “well-being”, quality and extension of life, a community feel with
a sense of security, and through appropriate care provisions, residents being able to live in their own homes for as long as
possible. Community-based projects such as this are being actively promoted by the Scottish Government and PKC and this is
why the current proposals have gained support since the involvement of GDL.
GDL is partnering with one of the UK’s largest healthcare providers to source and manage care provisions for the development,
both in the dementia care units and offering “care in the home” if required. This is an innovative approach with very few
developments of this nature progressing in Scotland due to the lack of land supply, funding, care providers and expertise.
Importantly, to motivate and retain care staff, GDL will supply accommodation and training on site, creating employment. There
is a severe lack of nursing and care assistant staff in Scotland, widely reported in the media, and this development will provide
valuable local support.
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In summary, GDL fully appreciates some concerns about the development moving forward, but all professional advice and input
is being taken to resolve issues. It will provide a solution to one of society’s greatest challenges which is not currently being
addressed by large house-builders or local authorities, namely looking after a growing elderly population with varying care
needs.
Contact can be made with GDL direct via email to :

info@glenislavillage.co.uk

GrowBiz – Enterprising Rural Perthshire
GrowBiz provides a community-based enterprise support service throughout rural Perthshire. Our
‘Enterprising Rural Perthshire’ programme, with funding support from LEADER* provides support to
anyone who is considering becoming self-employed, or starting (or growing) a small business or social
enterprise. This is regardless of your age or experience – in fact, it works right across the community
to include people from all backgrounds and sectors

All of our services are free and confidential. These include 1-1 meetings, peer support, learning

sessions, mentoring, training and networking opportunities. If you are thinking of starting an enterprise, or expanding an existing
business, in rural Perthshire, more information is available at the GrowBiz website: www.growbiz.co.uk Or email on
connect@growbiz.co.uk to find out more, or make an appointment.

Come along to our FREE Learning Sessions and Events!

We regularly hold Learning Sessions on a range of topics, and networking events throughout Perthshire. Our events are
informal and relaxed and everyone is welcome – whether you already run a business, have recently started up, or are just at the
‘thinking about it’ stage.
If you are interested but not sure about coming, don’t hesitate to get in touch and we can have a one-to-one chat so you can
decide whether they are for you – and find out if we can assist or support you in any other way.
Follow us on social media for news and updates - Facebook (@GrowBizPerthshire) and Twitter (@GrowBiz) as well as on
Instagram.
You can also sign up to receive our Newsletters on the website.
*Rural Perth & Kinross LEADER provides funding and support for community and enterprise projects in rural Perthshire. More
information at: www.pkleader.org

Alyth Literary Society
March sees the end of the 2017/18 season of the Literary Society with an illustrated talk by Judith Napier entitled “The Suitcase
Archive: Researching an Assynt Crofter”. This is the 25th anniversary of the crofters' buyout of the Assynt Estate and Judith's
talk is a preview of her soon to be published book on the subject.
The talk will take place on the 6th March in the Ogilvy Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth at 7.30pm.
The Annual Supper will be held on 20th March, 2018 at the Strathmore Golf Centre
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CRIGHTONS
CYCLES

Luxury Self Catering
Holiday Cottages
Auchteralyth, Alyth
PH11 8JT

t: 01575 530474
www.auchteralythsteadings.co.uk
Dogs & Cats and their well
behaved owners are welcome

•
•
•
•

New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

INDEPENDENT MINISTER
Bespoke Legal Wedding Ceremonies &
Vow Renewals
-----

Baby Naming Ceremonies
----

Funerals
---

Always Reflecting your Beliefs & Values

07770 985736
info@angelamaughan.co.uk

MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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NOTICES
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT

Thank you to the many local people who
have handed in ink cartridges, mobile
phones etc for recycling. The charity which
provided the collection facility and contributed to NSPCC no longer operates that
service.

in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm

We have sourced a new collector for ink
cartridges although not as yet for other
items. Please continue to bring your ink
cartridges only down to the Health Centre
until further notice. Thank you.

From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1. 1850s to date, there are now over
6,500 photographs of local people,
schools, businesses, events, views,
weddings, etc
2. Parish records from 1623—1854
3. Baptism records from 1900s to
date
4. 6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for Alyth’s
3 cemeteries
5. Publications & memorabilia over
150yrs

ADMISSION FREE

Alyth Library
(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun-

Closed

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm
Friday
9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

If you are
a local
Group
we’ll print
your
information here
For Free

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player req. /
Music CDs and Videos
Telephone
01250 872 905 for details

THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT AND
TODDLER GROUP
Every Friday (Term Time)
10am – 12pm
Isla Primary School- Community Hall
All Welcome
Find us on Facebook

Alyth Library
Calling all
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library
windows

Domestic or Commercial
Regular Weekly
Holiday Home Prep
Deep Clean - One off Clean

Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

References available

07583074717

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

PAPER TRAIL

Do you have stories you
would like to share?
Paper Trail can help you to
record the chapters that
matter most through a
bespoke service of interviews
and printed copy.

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed)
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal
Tel: 01828 633501

JIM MORRICE

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support

Tel:01828 633 137
Beginners Welcome!

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Contact: liz@papertrail-ink.uk
Gift vouchers available

SINGING, PIANO,
THEORY TUITION

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL)

01828 633977

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
Be

in The Alyth Voice
ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

Alyth Walkers
Cracking start to 2018 season with a circular walk round
Lundie Crags. Snow lying but a beautiful sunny day with great
views from top of crags. And all on our doorstep.
If you would like to join the group please contact Sue on
01828 632624 or email alythwalkers@btinternet.com

Mothers Day High Tea
Easter Sunday High Tea
Pitcrocknie 70’s DISCO
LIVE Music by Pepper Pot

(11th March)
(1st April)
(7th April)
(27th May)

Buy Tickets for 7th April & 27th May at Restaurant

A family run business dedicated to
producing high quality produce for local people.

(booking recommended for all dates)
Check our Facebook page or in-house for our menus

Our ranges are frozen to ensure that the freshness and
goodness is locked into the meat.
 Leitfie Farms Beef Range
 Chapelton Farm Pork Range

 Bacon, Steaks, Roasting Joints, Sausages and more
 Free Weekly Local Delivery
 Order online today
 www.oldpiggery.com

ALL FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR
Meetings~Conferences~Weddings~Funerals
Call to discuss: 01828 629141
OPENING HOURS
Mon—Sat: 10am—4.30pm Breakfast & Lunches
Fri-Sat: 9.30am—9pm Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Sunday: 9.30am—6pm Breakfast & Sunday Service

The Old Piggery Ltd, Leitfie Farms,
Alyth, PH11 8NZ
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farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
• wills & executries • employment law

SHEAR SUCCESS
12 Airlie Street Alyth

01828 633234

Monday Closed
Tues: 10am - 3 pm
Wed: 10am - 5pm
(appts available with Zoe)
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:

9am - 5pm
9am - 5pm
9am - 1pm

2-6 Market Square
Alyth

01828958040

Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am - 4.00pm
Serving breakfast, light bites,
lunches and delicious cakes!
Barista coffee, Hot chocolates & Teas
as well as a selection of cold drinks
and milkshakes all available
to sit in or take away.

C Max

Children's menu, highchairs
and baby changing facilities

Garden Services Alyth

Free WiFi and Loyalty Cards.

All aspects undertaken
22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub planting,
tree & plant pruning and shaping, border
maintenance, wood fencing & repairs (all
types), slabbing & block paving,
landscaping, turfing & grass seeding,
driveways & patio power washing.

• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater

From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

DENNIS MELLOY

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

For Surgeries in the
comfort of your own home

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

Your Local Councillor

www.weemachines.co.uk
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SALE OF ALYTH SCENES
POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.
-----------------------------------------------

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

70 YEARS OF MUSICAL MEMORIES
When the curtain opens in the Town Hall on the evening of 17th April 2018 the audience will
not only experience a great night’s entertainment but will bear witness to an Alyth institution
with an unbroken annual tradition stretching back seven decades.
Still known to many locally as “The Opera”, Calamity Jane will be Alyth Musical Society’s 70 th
production.
Although the local Ranger Guides first staged performances in the 1930’s the Second World
War left little opportunity for such local entertainment and it would not be until 1948 that the
society proper was founded and in 1949 HMS Pinafore became the society’s inaugural
performance.
There was no shortage of girls and young women wishing to participate, so much so that the
earliest shows had cast members subject to a rota with different performers undertaking the
same roles on subsequent nights. However, just as it is today, males were in short supply.
Undaunted the call went out to the more established societies of Dundee and soon men were
being bussed into Alyth lured by the bright lights and smell of grease paint and social
opportunities. This meant that performances had to be scheduled for a time
when cast and musicians were free from commitments to their host societies,
hence the third week in April was quickly established in the Alyth cultural
calendar where it has remained ever since.
Throughout the 1950’s and into the 60’s the choice of productions reflected
the popular trends of the time focussing on Gilbert and Sullivan, operettas
and musical plays. A performance of “Rio Rita” in 1962 left a major
impression on a young member of the audience. Ron Kirkpatrick, society
president and long-term member recalls how he was taken to see Alyth
Musical Society for the first time at the age of 8. “My parents wisely decided it
would not be a good idea to take me and my brother on the same night
as we would both fidget and be an embarrassment to everyone. To the
amazement of both parents, I leant forward in the gallery and never
moved during the whole performance. I can still recall the magic of that
night and can still vaguely hum the tunes from that show. I hope that my
involvement in the society since then has given someone, somewhere
that kind of magic that was given to me.” The rest, as they say, is history.
Fashions change and the late 1960’s saw a shift towards more popular
musicals such as “The Desert Song” and “Brigadoon” which proved to be
popular with audiences. Controversy struck in 1971 when the society
made the decision to stage “Oklahoma”, its first American Musical
heedless to the possibility that Alyth might not be ready for singing
cowboys?
It was around this time of transition that the Society’s honorary president,
Janey MacFarlane began what was to be a 30 year affiliation as both a
performer and producer of 20 shows. With fond memories of every
production it is no surprise that she struggles to identify a preference.
When pressed however, she admits that the part of Clotilde Lombast in
the 1975 production of “New Moon” offered her an opportunity to try her
hand at comedy, a role that she relished and that the 1983 production of
“Showboat” is a personal favourite. Stepping down from her duties in
1998, Mrs MacFarlane remains a stalwart of the society.
Moving into the new millennium, Alyth Musical Society continued to
deliver a variety of performances both traditional and modern. 2007 saw
the worldwide premiere of “Bluebeard”, a feat second only to the
appearance on stage on the last night of one Lorraine Kelly.
The Society remains appreciative of the support shown by the Alyth community over the years and extends an invitation to join
them at the Bowling Club on Saturday 10th March between 2 and 4pm for an afternoon of memorabilia and reminiscence. Tickets
are now on sale for a social night later that evening commencing at 7pm.
Calamity Jane will be staged at Alyth Town Hall between 17th and 21st April.
Special thanks to Janey MacFarlane for archive photographs and knowledge.
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J & J HOWE
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service

Where your smile is important

Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal

General Dentistry
Dental Hygiene
Crowns & Bridges
Cosmetics
Veneers
Whitening

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
We now work with several other auction company's but
still provide,
House Clearances
Goods taken to Auction
Disposal Service
Valuations
Pre-sale Advice given

Our aim is to provide a preventative
approach to dentistry, where we will
cater for the needs of the whole family.
We are a modern dental practice,
offering high quality dental care to Alyth
and the surrounding area.

01828 633313
REGULAR HOURS

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP

Mon - Tues
9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday
By arrangement only

We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains.
For further details of all these services phone 01250
872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

info@alythdental.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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Thank You from the Story Box
By Marian Bruce, Story Box Director

Since our launch last May last year, the Story Box Project has collected 133 stories from around Alyth which are available to hear
every day of the year in the phone box in Alyth Market Square. We would like to thank all of our contributors for sharing their
stories. We would also like to send a huge thank-you to the staff of the Co-op who tirelessly open the Story Box in the morning
and lock it at night, keeping it safe after dark. To all our story contributors and volunteers we send our best wishes for a very
happy 2018.
We are still collecting stories for the box so please get in touch if you would like to take part and record your story. New stories
are downloaded about every four months so there is always something new to listen to in the Story Box. Remember, your
recording can be a memory of childhood, a quirky family tale, a spooky story, a local song or poem or anything about your
everyday life in Alyth now. All our stories are digitally archived with AK Bell library so this is a great way to make sure your family
history is preserved for future generations to hear. We collect stories from the past, the present and even the future! Let us know
what you think Alyth will be like in the years to come.

Story Box WiFi Hub

The WiFi hub at the Story Box has been a great success with young people of the town, those waiting at the bus stop and
visitors. However, you may have noticed that the WiFi Hub wasn’t working for a while from November. This was due to the
closure of Alyth Community Council who were the named account holder on the BT phone line contract for the Story Box.
Despite Story Box project funds being available to pay the bills, after the Community Council closed BT couldn’t change the name
on the account, nor could we find a way to pay them as our funds are held by the charity NEoN, who cannot pay an invoice not
addressed to them. So unfortunately the line was shut down by BT. The great news is that since Christmas the line has been reconnected and the WiFi hub is now up and running again, providing a valuable free-to-use broadband internet service for
everyone in the town centre. Many thanks to Alyth Development Trust who stepped in to help and have agreed to be the account
holder for the BT line until the end of the project in 2019.

The Story Box and “100 Objects”

Some of you may have been involved in and/or enjoyed Cateran’s Common Wealth’s sister project “A Story of the Cateran Trail
in 100 Objects” which collated community suggestions for people, landscapes and objects that tell the story of Cateran Country.
The exhibition was launched in Alyth Museum last summer and broke all box office records for the Museum with over 1,000
people visiting in July, August and September. We have teamed up with the 100 Objects project to record a series of interviews
with local people who suggested some of the objects. The interviewees tell the story of their “object” and discuss its importance
in the culture of our area. These new stories will be available to hear both in the Museum, to accompany the Exhibition when it
returns this summer for a second showing and in The Story Box itself. They include: willow weaver Jane Wilkinson talking about
woven tatty creels; poet Jim MacKintosh talking about the enduring influence of local cultural icon Hamish Henderson; Linda
Cullis talking about her family links with the artist “Blairgowrie Girl” Jane Spindler; Ashleigh Slater talking about the inspiration and
weaving of the Berries and Cherries tartan; Ian McGregor talking about the story and song collecting legacy of his traveller family
including his mother Sheila and grandmother Belle Stewart; and Janey McFarlane and Ron Kirkpatrick reading poetry by 19thcentury Alyth poets William Pyott and James Young Geddes.
To record your story get in touch with Marian Bruce on 07917 430200 or by email to info@driftwoodscotland.com
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VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH
01828 633660

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out
what it can do for you, prices start from £79!

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments

Greatly improves fuel economy

(please phone by 9.30am)
•
•

Noticeably improved vehicle performance
Improves engine response
Considerably lower emissions

Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life
with Terraclean carbon removal
Gives immediate drive-away results
– book now to feel the difference instantly!

Northlands Nursing Home

FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
• Highly qualified stable staff team
• 2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
• Home cooked choice of meals
• Secure gardens
• Some fully funded places available
Una Tennant (RGN Manager) on
01250 876790 for further information
or to arrange a visit.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
GREAT PILGRIMAGE 90
Please contact Alyth Branch Secretary Mr. Garry Mitchell (01828 633255) for any further information or queries.
Do not be concerned by the closing date of 31 January as the branch administration will deal with any late enquiries.

Continued on page 37
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP

Pavel and Magda - Chapter Two Magda’s Story
On the 1st of September 1939 Germany invaded Poland, and like every other Polish family,
Magda’s world was turned upside down. Polish forces fought hard but were outnumbered and overrun, and within a few weeks
most of the country was under German control. Russian forces attacked from the East, and Magda and her family found
themselves in the middle of a nightmare. Friends were killed, her city was destroyed, and her true love Pavel had disappeared,
presumed dead, in the bloody warfare.
Six years of war ripped Poland apart, and Magda used all the skills she had learned on the farm to help keep her family safe. She
joined the AK, the Polish resistance force, and did her best to upset the German forces. Magda excelled in intelligence gathering,
feeding information about military movements around the Northern part of Poland and the important port of Gdansk. All the while
she asked about Pavel but nobody who knew him had any idea what happened to him, everyone presuming he had been killed in
the opening weeks of the war.
As war ended and Poland fell under Soviet control, Magda had given up looking for Pavel and on a warm summer evening she
walked the banks of the Brda river, and laid flowers at the spot where she wished she had taken his proposal seriously. In the
closing months of the war, she had developed a friendship with fellow AK member Szymon. His girlfriend had been killed during the
war and through a shared understanding they found love for each other.
Despite the restrictions placed on them during communist rule, Magda and Szymon enjoyed their lives together, eventually
marrying and having 3 daughters – Agata, Iwana and Jolanta. Szymon worked for the state and did his best to make life as
comfortable for his family while Magda created a happy home life for the girls. By the collapse of the Soviet Union in the early 90’s
the girls had all left the family home and started their own families. Szymon was a proud grandparent, but in 1997 he suffered a
fatal heart attack and Magda found herself leading a lonely but content life at the turn of the millennium.
In 2016, Magda was delighted when she received an invitation to her Granddaughter Eva’s wedding to a young man called Jan,
and she loved being involved in the planning of the big day that was to take place the following year. Over the years she had not
lost any of her culinary skills, and she set about planning the wedding cake that Eva had asked her to make. When July 1 st 2017
finally came around, she was delighted with the cake she had made and couldn’t wait to see the faces of the 200 guests who had
been invited.

“Winter Olympics at Alyth”
Photo by Ron McGill
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LETTER FROM BANGLADESH
By Callum Miller

Well it has been three weeks since I arrived in Bangladesh and it has been absolutely amazing.
We spent the first few days in Dhaka at a hotel not dissimilar to the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel
for induction and orientation.
From there it was a 10-hour bus journey to Birampur in the
North not far from the border with India. We are staying with a
lovely family with three children and spend most evenings
playing badminton in the garden.
The food is fantastic and no stomach upsets so far. The
weather has not been too bad so far either – it is very pleasant
in the mornings and evenings and is only really, really hot in the
middle of the day. Myself and the other volunteers I am working
with have bought some of the local clothes – a
Panjabi – as they are cool and practical.

We are working in schools at the
moment talking about various health
matters, in particular the dangers of
sugar as Bangladesh is experiencing
huge problems with dental health and
diabetes. I am also working to try and
repair the local health clinic which is in
a terrible state.

I am also by far the tallest person in the area
which is causing much amusement with the
locals and people stop me in the street to ask
how tall I am. We have plenty of time off too
and have been to some local old temples
sightseeing. I can only wonder what the next
two months will bring – the adventure
continues………..

10th Anniversary

Alyth Senior Citizens’ Lunch & Socialising Club
The 10th Anniversary of the Lunch Club was celebrated on 26th February 2018. Members would like to thank the following, who
have made it all possible:

Volunteers, past and present.

Local businesses – for donations and support.

People of Alyth – for support at fundraising events.
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ALYTH DEVELOPMENT TRUST
Progress on Managing Tullymurdoch Wind-farm Fund
Many folk will know that the Tullymurdoch Wind-farm currently under construction has promised to
pay the Alyth community a grant while it is operating (about 25 years).
Alyth Development Trust (ADT) have been awarded a grant by Local Energy Scotland to fund
expert help from Glasgow-based law firm Burness Paull, one of Scotland’s leading sources of
expertise on this sort of arrangement, to advise on the best way to set up a community benefit
agreement for this fund. The owners of the wind-farm, Temporis, have agreed to split their total
community benefit fund 60:40 between Alyth and Kirriemuir West respectively. This means that
roughly £48,000 per year will be allocated to Alyth while the wind-farm is operating.
On advice from Burness Paull, ADT have decided that the best way of managing this substantial income for the community would
be to allocate some of it to big strategic projects that could attract additional matched funding from other sources, and some to a
special fund for smaller projects that community groups could bid for. ADT will put 65% of the annual funding into the ‘strategic’
pot, and 35% (around £16,800 a year) into the ‘community fund’ pot.
ADT plans to invite community group representatives to help run the community fund pot and will organise public discussions on
how to spend the strategic fund. Strategic fund priorities will likely be discussed at ADT’s AGM each year and ratified by the
members (anyone can become a member of ADT).
If you would like to be involved in any of these discussions, please contact ADT by email at alythdevelopmenttrust@gmail.com,
or via their website lovealyth.org.uk, or via their Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/AlythDevelopmentTrust/

DONATE TO THE VOICE
Your Alyth Voice is a FREE Newsletter, written, designed and delivered by local
volunteers and depends heavily on precious advertisers and of course on
donations from you and our friends across the world. Therefore, it would make
sense to make donating as easy a process as possible.
This led the Committee to thinking about a secure process that anyone could access and it was decided that PayPal
would be the safest and simplest online tool to allow readers the opportunity to donate from their home, their phone etc.
PayPal also allows both people with and without PayPal accounts to send The Voice a donation safely.
If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use the PayPal me link shown below:
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice
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Strathmore Golf Club – Junior Section
We are encouraging local children to come along and try golf. We are running three
taster sessions on
Saturday 10th March,
Saturday 17th March and
Saturday 24th March between 10.30 -11.30 am.
These sessions are also being promoted in all local schools by Active Schools
coordinator Caroline Lawrie. If these date or times don't suit contact me and
alternative arrangements can be made - Iain Butchart – Strathmore Junior Convenor
email - Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk , mobile – 07707 657233.
Over the last few years we have had many successes • 2 PGA Assistant Professionals – Rory Tinker (Piperdam) and Hannah Robb (Elie)
• 2 Greenkeepers – Tod Bannerman (Gleneagles) and Cory Miller (Elmwood)
• 3 Juniors achieved Scholarships to attend Universities in America - Emily Aird, Hannah Robb and Michael Brodie
who are soon to be joined by Kirsty Brodie who recently secured a full Scholarship, bringing our total to 4.
Hazel McGarvie is currently also combining golf and studies at Stirling University.
• 6 players have represented Scotland at International level with another representing Russia.
Four years ago, with a grant from Drumderg, I set up a unique Club Hire scheme which allows children to rent sets of clubs
rather than buying them which over the “growing years” can save parents a fortune. Golf doesn't need to be expensive and
last year we had 27 children using the scheme.
If anyone has any unused golf clubs these can be donated and put to great use.

41

Interview with: Andrea MacLean
by Kevin Coe
Most folk in Alyth will know The Singing Kettle cafe on Airlie Street,
but how many know the story of how Andrea MacLean came to be
the proprietor?
“We were living in Haddington in East Lothian while my husband
Keith was working for Hydro Electric in Perth,” she recalls. “We
raised three children there, and after having been a full-time mother
for two decades the family home seemed big and empty once the
children had left.”
Keith already stayed in a cottage in Blairgowrie where the couple
would spend time during school breaks with their children. When
Keith began working in London and commuting home at weekends
they decided it would be time to downsize and relocate to Blair.
“Coincidentally at this time, I also became involved in providing the
entire catering at the gliding club at Portmoak in Fife, which I had
joined years earlier. Then the possibility of developing my own
coffee shop arose – closer to what I now call home,” says Andrea.
Of the three cafés then on the market one was in Alyth.
“I had not been to Alyth before, but I took a walk around the old town along the burn followed by lunch at The Singing Kettle. It
was love at first sight - both café and town.”
Andrea took over The Singing Kettle in March 2015, and almost immediately found out just how welcoming and generous the
Alyth community could be.
“In April 2015, a terrible earthquake struck Nepal. I had been there on a trek to Everest Basecamp years before and greatly
liked and admired the country and its people. Naturally, I wanted to do something to help by organising a coffee morning in the
café to raise relief funds.
“Despite being total newcomers, we raised over £500 in just three hours - a first glimpse of the true community spirit in Alyth,
and something I’m so proud now to be a part of.”
Andrea was brought up in Hamburg, near Germany’s North Sea coast. After a happy childhood and leaving school, Andrea
joined Beiersdorf AG, a pharmaceutical company, to complete a two-year traineeship.
“The training gave me a superb and solid foundation,” she recalls, and Andrea eventually gained a degree in business studies
while keeping a part-time job at Beiersdorf.
“Following another year working for the same company I was offered an interesting job at a different firm where I stayed until
motherhood.”
While working at Beiersdorf AG, Andrea had met Scots scientist Keith MacLean, who was working in another division of the
company.
“Keith was born in Glasgow but grew up in Kent and Edinburgh and studied chemistry at Heriot Watt University. We met at a
company seminar and later set up home together in Flensburg on the Baltic Sea coast.”
They had two children in Flensburg and Andrea was pregnant with their third when Keith was offered a job in Scotland.
Subsequently they moved to Haddington. Daughter Vicky now works in Edinburgh while their other daughter Debbie works in
London. Son Douglas plays a key role on ‘Team Singing Kettle’ with husband Keith as a great support in the background.
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As Andrea approaches the third anniversary of taking over The Singing Kettle, she’s very much looking to the future: “We
greatly enjoy playing our part within the Alyth community. It means so much more than just selling coffee, cakes and the
occasional glass of wine. We also have many ideas for the café and are inspired by the diversity of activities in this area from
daily regulars at our place, weekly fundraising coffee mornings on Saturdays at the Church Hall to annual events like Alyth
Creates naming but a few. It generates positive vibes for all. And now that the café is more established I might find time for
the occasional hill walking or even gliding.
“Not surprisingly, running a café, gliding and hillwalking have much in common. It usually is a team effort. You need a plan,
train a lot, choose your route, you do your safety checks before each journey and prepare for eventualities to ensure the best
possible outcome!”
Find out more about The Singing Kettle here: https://www.facebook.com/TheSingingKettleAlyth/

ALYTH FILM CLUB

Next Showing at the Ogilvy Rooms.

Sunday 18th March 2018
7.30pm Goodbye Christopher Robin PG
Starring: Domhnall Gleeson, Margot Robbie and Kelly MacDonald with Will Tilston and Alex Lawther as Christopher Robin.
GOODBYE CHRISTOPHER ROBIN gives a rare glimpse into the relationship between beloved children's author A. A. Milne
and his son Christopher Robin, whose toys inspired the magical world of Winnie the Pooh. Along with his mother Daphne, and
his nanny Olive, Christopher Robin and his family are swept up in the international success of the books; the enchanting tales
bringing hope and comfort to England after the First World War. But with the eyes of the world on Christopher Robin, what will
the cost be to the family?
Doors Open 7.00pm for Refreshments
Donations welcome
There will be a short AGM at 6.45 as we need to re-elect the committee and plan for the next few months.
Please do join us if you can.
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ALYTH VOICE TEAM

07938 643979 (please leave a message if we are unavailable)
Editor:
Layout Artist:
Advertising:
Distribution:
Delivery Team:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:
Social Media:
Postal/Mailings:
Voice Reporter/Journalist
Voice Committee Member

Fund Raising Sub Committee
Voice Committee Member

Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Deputy Vacancy
Admin Vacancy - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home
Jan George - accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk
Pamela Luscombe - socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk
B Kidd - b@alythvoice.co.uk
Kevin Coe - reporter@alythvoice.co.uk
Derek Todd - derek@alythvoice.co.uk
Mel McFadden - mel@alythvoice.co.uk
Paul Ramsay - paul@alythvoice.co.uk
Sheila Fisher
Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

Changes, and/or adverts received after this date will not be
included.
The Voice can no longer call/visit on advertisers.
Any time sensitive adverts that are published will be pulled if
no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed.
We regret that space cannot be booked.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.
Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

PayPal allows, both people with and without PayPal accounts to
send The Voice a donation safely.

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

If you have a PayPal account simply transfer/send money to
The Alyth Voice using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk

Solutions
Lunan’s Newsagents
Thrifty One

If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply use the
PayPal me link shown below:
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
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