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Work gets under way on Market Square
By the time you read this, work should have started on the £450,000 improvements to the Market Square.
Perth and Kinross Council has has awarded the job to construction firm RJ McLeod Ltd, who are due to have started
on site on 27 August. The works aim to make the square more pedestrian-friendly, with wider pavements and
dropped kerbs. Bus access and boarding facilities will be improved, and new power points installed for “event” lighting
and seasonal displays. Completion is planned for 16 November.
The project is the culmination of more than four years work by local groups including Alyth Development Trust, Alyth
Community Council and Alyth in Bloom in conjunction with PKC, and was sparked by the devastating floods which hit
the town centre in 2013. New bridges have already been installed to replace those washed away in 2013, and Alyth in
Bloom will be adding to the improvements with a major replanting of the burnside between the Square and the packhorse bridge next year.
Speaking after a photocall to mark the start of work, a council spokeswoman told the Dundee Courier: “There will be
some significant disruption to car parking during the construction period. The contractors will endeavour to minimise
this wherever possible, and their liaison officer will also work directly with businesses and residents to retain full
pedestrian access to all properties during the construction period. The council would like to apologise in advance for
any disruption and thank the local community for their patience and co-operation during the works.”

Photo caption: Front row (left to right): Lida Johnston (PKC), Provost Melloy, Peter Fairgrieves (ACC), Diane Cassidy
(PKC), Cllr Sarwar; Back row (left to right): Gordon Murray (RJ McLeod), Douglas Cook (PKC), Tom Brodie (RJ
McLeod), Iain Donaldson (ACC), David Whipps( ADT).
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly newsletter, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the September issue of the Alyth Voice!
Our front page this issue features the start of work on the Market Square, possibly one of the
most significant new developments within Alyth for many years. I’m sure you’ll agree that the
town is indebted to all the hard work of Alyth Development Trust over the past four years to
persuade Perth & Kinross Council to commit to this, and also to the major inputs from Alyth in
Bloom and the Alyth Community Council to make sure that the project meets the needs of
today’s Alyth. There will of course be some disruption and there are details of the plans still to
be confirmed, but come the Christmas lights switch-on I hope the whole community will be
appreciating the improvements.
Elsewhere, the Community Council are really getting into their stride with a range of new
initiatives to improve various aspects of the town - read all about it on page 7. Alyth in Bloom
are also pressing ahead with their ambitious plans for the burn-side (see page 37), and the
Voice urges all Alyth to get behind the fund-raising campaign to transform this most
picturesque part of our town.
Another piece of big news is that the developers behind the plans for the former Glenisla Golf
Course have lodged their application for detailed planning permission for the first phase of their
project. They want to build a 60-bed care home specialising in dementia care, together with 20
houses (mostly bungalows with a focus on assisted living) and three small commercial units as
well as various ancillary buildings. This is the first phase of a project that could create more
than 200 new homes on the former golf course, and the developers claim that this will create
175 jobs when mature, bringing £3.5m into the local economy.
The developers say that they are working closely with PKC’s roads and planning department to
alleviate the impact of the extra traffic on local roads and parking within the town, with the
development maturing “over a number of years, phased sensibly with demand”. Nevertheless,
there are still issues to be considered about whether the same benefits could be realised by
development on land within the town itself, without the need to build over open countryside well
beyond Alyth’s natural boundaries, and without extra traffic on narrow country lanes. You can
read all about the proposals on the PKC planning website here: http://bit.ly/2BpGyZs
Another new development has also been announced, promising better road safety and less
pollution - the new Strathmore Cycle Network (see page 23). This is a unique partnership
between the development trusts of Alyth, Blairgowrie/Rattray, and Coupar Angus, which will
ultimately create a 24-kilometre (15-mile) network of cycling and walking friendly routes linking
the three towns. This is already generating a lot of interest and excitement with the nearcompletion of work on the Alyth-Rattray stretch, and with public meetings scheduled for early
September to finalise the Blairgowrie-Coupar Angus stretch.
Finally, the Alyth Voice is overwhelmed once again by the extraordinary community spirit
displayed in the regular coffee mornings held in the Airlie Street Hall. It was our turn to benefit
from the wonderful generosity of Alyth folk on 18 August, and I’m incredibly pleased and
grateful to report that our funds have been boosted by an amazing £1,000 or more as a result
of sales and donations. Thank you so much to everyone who came along and enjoyed coffee
and chat, and especially to the wonderful Sheila Fisher and her redoubtable colleagues on the
coffee morning organising committee!
Have a great September everyone.
Kevin Coe
Editor

2

*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632717

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

SEPT
1st
8th
9th
15th
19th
22nd
24th
29th

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Alyth Guild
Coffee Morning
Silent Auction
Coffee Morning
Lunch
Coffee Morning

Scouts
Snr Citizen's Lunch & Soc. Club
Guild Recommences
AYP
Ogilvie Rooms 7pm (Isla Parishes)
Cornhill Macmillan Centre
Snr Citizen's Lunch & Soc. Club
3rd Alyth Brownies

OCT
6th
13th
20th
27th

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning

Christmas Lights
British Legion
Glenisla Rural
Alyth Bowling Club

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ

Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
After Hours (NHS24):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Perth & Kinross School Holidays

Daily Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am-6pm
Late surgeries by appointment
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm
Extended hours one night per week by appointment
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in rotation-till 6.15pm
Extended hours morning by appointment
Fridays 7am - 8am

HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

RETURNING

Summer

28th Jun (Thu)

14th Aug (Tue)

Autumn

5th Oct (Fri)

22nd Oct (Mon)

14th Nov (Wed)

19th Nov (Mon)

21st Dec (Fri)

7th Jan 2019 (Mon)

Blood Clinic by appointment - Monday/Thursday - 8.30-9.30am

In-Service Days
Christmas

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations

Through PayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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A. STRACHAN
FENCING
CONTRACTOR (ALYTH)
ALL TYPES OF FENCING UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE 07754762683
Evening Phone:01828 632493
astrachanfencing.co.uk

Est 1953

No job too big or too small
New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations

ALLY FOTHERINGHAM
JOINERY SERVICES

P.V.C WINDOWS : DOORS :
LAMINATE FLOORING : WET WALL :
KITCHEN FITMENTS AND ALTERATIONS :
GLAZING AND LOCKS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY WORK CARRIED OUT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call or email for advice and estimates

GD.Davidsons@gmail.com
TEL: 01828 632070
www.GADavidsonJoiners.co.uk

Find us on Facebook :
G A Davidson Joiners

JOHN A McINTOSH

T: 01828632581 M:07597114868

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

IRONING SERVICE
IN ALYTH

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

Don’t have time to do your
own!

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

WE WILL DO IT FOR YOU.. .
PICK UP AND DELIVERY CAN BE
ARRANGED FROM
ALYTH ,BLAIRGOWRIE,MEIGLE
AND SURROUNDING AREA.
TEL: 07842051599

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

TOSH TILING SERVICES

Competitive Rates

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561
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EclipseCrossword.com

Across
1.
5.
6.
9.
10.
11.
13.
15.
17.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Down
2.
3.
4.
7.
8.
9.
11.
12.
14.
16.
17.
18.

Sieve, colander
USA courgette
Incorrect
Kind of lottery
Bean curd
Able to be seen
Witchcraft
Use
Powerful business person
Back away, back down
Song by Aretha Franklin
Feel concerned
Inspiring

Curl of hair
Extremely important
Not usual
Indian coin
Cross examine
Small electrical device
Female Fox
Cut in the skin, injury
A revived corpse
Pig's foot
Spin around
Card or president

Answers on Page 17
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RENDEZVOUS

Established 1980

Electrical Contractor

**HAIRDRESSER**

E.C.A. Registered and Approved

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Stewart MacDonald

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

Open Tues - Sat

Telephone 01828 632 995

Gift Vouchers Available

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR

NEW TEL: 01828 634165

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Telephone Orders Welcome

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

See full menu instore

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Opening Hours:
Mon - Thurs 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Fri - Sat 4.30pm - 10pm
Sunday

4.30pm - 9.00pm

THANK YOU

Alyth Family History Project

The Caledonian Kings would like to thank everyone that
managed to come along to our coffee morning on the
28th of July which helped us raise a massive £1,170 on
the day!!!
A big thanks to businesses and to everyone else that
kindly donated raffle prizes.
We would especially like to thank the ladies in the
kitchen, those serving tea and coffee and those who
helped man our stalls.
Thanks again to everyone that made the day a great
success it very much appreciated!!

Have we got your wedding photo? Or your parents or grandparents photos?
Following the Open Day/Request for Photos in 2011, the
Project has built up a collection of wedding day photographs
of Alyth folk stretching from 1912 to 2011, recording some
216 weddings, along with 47 undated newspaper cuttings of
other weddings.
If you would like to submit a photograph, email it to
fhp@alythparishchurch.org.uk with details of who and when,
or call in to the Project at Alyth Parish Church on a Sunday
afternoon between 2pm and 4pm to have your photos
scanned, or to view our collections.

The Caledonian Kings

THANK YOU
The PEZA Trust coffee morning held in Airlie Street Hall
was a great success. Monies raised will go to the
youngsters of Matsetso village, Zimbabwe. Thankyou
everyone for supporting our first ever Alyth coffee morning!
We raised £971 which was staggering.
Thank you also to all my friends and acquaintances for
helping out in so many ways. Without all the help I get, I
couldn't begin to raise so much. Every penny raised goes to
my cousin, Jane High and it is used to help the youngsters
in many different ways. Thank you Alyth.
Frances Fleming
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Alyth Community Council
The Alyth Community Council held their first Annual General Meeting on 11th July in the Alyth Town Hall.
The sitting office bearers were re-elected.
After the AGM the regular Council meeting took place when the following topics were discussed.
The proposed one-way system along Commercial Street and up Toutie Street. Correspondence had been sent to Perth and
Kinross to enquire about the feasibility and how to proceed with it. (They have replied that they will add it to the job list to be
assessed as and when resources are available.)
The need to regulate parking within the new square to prevent cars being parked all day and thereby stopping people
parking for a short time while shopping and looking about the town.
The improvements to the Market Square and the number of requests made by the Alyth Council that had been agreed with
Perth and Kinross Council. The re-routing of the buses during the improvements and where car parking would take place.
Would there be compensation for businesses? This is to be discussed with Perth and Kinross Council.
Perth and Kinross Council had reported to the Alyth Council that the works to the square would start on 17th August and be
completed by 16th November. The Alyth Council thought that the programme was extremely tight but hoped all would go well
and the dates would be met.
The Alyth Council was to reintroduce the Alyth Citizen and the Young Citizen of the year and nomination letters were to be
able to be put in boxes to be placed in the Café in the Square, Lunans, David Sims and the Singing Kettle.
The Council had received a letter from the Alyth Town Hall asking for a representative from the Council to join their
committee and to hopefully have additional members from the town. These were essential, or the Committee would
eventually fold. This should not be allowed to happen in Alyth.
Dog fouling continued to be a problem in certain areas in the town and the Dog Warden was to be informed to allow action to
be taken. Some warning signs would be purchased by the Council. Further complaints were received about the problems
resulting from the number of crows in certain areas and that these areas were expanding. The Council agreed to speak to
Perth and Kinross about lopping trees and asking what additional measures could be done to reduce the expanding problem.
A request to organise events within the town for both residents and vistors was proposed and this was taken up by an Alyth
resident who agreed to join the Council to take it forward.
The new Alyth Community Council now has 11 members which is the total number allowed for the size of the town.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th September at 7pm
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

TILING AND PLASTERING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•

Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work

THE SINGING KETTLE
Fully licensed
14 Airlie Street, Alyth

Morning coffees
Light lunches
Afternoon teas
Home baking
Selection of wines and spirits
Exhibitions & Talks
Opening times
Monday to Saturday
9am to 5pm
Telephone: 01828 958 050

All work carried out by fully qualified
Professionals and finished
to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

Sparkles Cleaning
Service
Domestic
and Commercial
Blairgowrie
Call Anne,
07835030533
Alyth Walkers
Alyth Walkers ventured into Fife for their latest walk.
Parking in the centre of Falkland, the group ascended the
East Lomond the hard way, up the many steps behind the
now demolished linoleum factory site to emerge from the
woods to a spectacular view of the patchwork fields of Fife.
From the top a 360 degree vista included the new Forth
Bridge and Bass Rock to the south, and north to the
mountains beyond Alyth. Descending to the Crigmead car
park for a lunch break, the return leg followed the Maspie
Den back to Falkland for welcome tea and scones.
If you are interested in joining the group for a walk contact
Sue on 01828 632624 or email
alythwalkers@btinternet.com.

“Alyth Walkers take in view from East Lomond”.
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PERTHSHIRE BRASS
Perthshire Brass have had a really busy summer and we had a great trip to Bydgoszcz,
despite the intense heat! We are relaunching our youth band this September, and if any
young players out there want to get involved then just send a message to Perthshire Brass
on facebook.
Thank you as always - the coffee morning was busy so hopefully a decent amount earned!
George Annan
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

HANDY HUBBY
2-HIRE
GORDON M KIDD
From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

Logo-Branding
Stationary
Business Cards
Templates
Brochures

Websites
Hosting
Domain Names
Flyers
Signage

Social Media
Email Setup
Advertising
Marketing
Banners

Graphic Design Studio - Alyth

07854493805
hello@peapodstudios.co.uk

NHS and Private Prescriptions

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com
T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Long Term Medication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service

Free Estimates

Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS

to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319

07484617617
07484617616

theginclass@gmail.com

for a quote

No job too big or too small!

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN
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Alyth Literary Society

Alyth Creates
A festival for the
the community
Community

The 2018/19 season of the Alyth Literary Society commences on 2nd October, 2018. All meetings take place in the Ogilvy
Alyth
Creates
Rooms,
Commercial
Street, Alyth and begin at 7.30pm (unless otherwise stated). The annual membership fee is £8 and
admission
to a single meeting
A festival
for for non-members is £2. A warm welcome will be extended to anyone wishing to join the Society
or to attend individual meetings.

Syllabus 2018 – 2019
2nd October, 2018

Paula Williams, National Library of Scotland
Petticoats and Pinnacles
Illustrated

16th October, 2018

Judith Napier, Inverurie
The Suitcase Archive: Researching an Assynt Crofter
Illustrated

6th November, 2018

Eric Summers, Kirriemuir
More Churchill Connections
Illustrated

20th November, 2018

Kevin Greig, Edinburgh
Glenisla, Stanes wi' Names
Illustrated

4th December, 2018

Dean Dunbar, Blairgowrie
SUP to St Kilda
Illustrated

15th January, 2019

Mr David Merrie, Clunie
Namibia: Landscape and Wildlife
Illustrated

5th February, 2019

AGM (7pm) followed by
Bob Wallace, Kirriemuir
30 years Behind Bars

19th February, 2019

Prof Niamh Nic Daeid, Dundee University
Forensic Science—Fact or Fiction
Illustrated

5th March, 2019

Eddie Small, Dundee University
The History of the Scottish Funeral
Illustrated

19th March, 2018

Annual Supper
at the Strathmore Golf Centre, 6.00pm for 6.30pm

Thank you
Alyth

Scottish Women’s Institutes - Kilry WRI
Meetings for Kilry WRI commence on Tuesday 11 September at 7.00pm in the Kilry Hall.
Our first speaker is Laura Baird of Wiltshire Farm Foods, and the competitions are a Cold Stuffed Tomato and a Fresh Floral
Arrangement in a Teacup.
We look forward to seeing all our old members and hopefully a few new ones. Everyone will be made most welcome.
Pat Donaldson (Secretary)
11

ALYTH COMMUNITY WING
Summer Fun for Families

The summer holidays can fill some parents with dread,
wondering how they will keep their little ones entertained
and amused without spending a fortune, how will they get
their daily dose of adult conversation in now there is no
school run?
Alyth Community Wing had the answer! We put our
heads together and came up with a 6 week activity
programme for families delivered by the communities
team, family link workers and volunteers.
These included: - Golf with Active Schools, Archery with
AYP, Den building in the Alyth Den and making bird
tables with Alistair Jelks, Orienteering with Norman West
and lots of crafty activities in between with Louise Laing,
Carmen Watson, Ailsa Bruce and staff from PKC
Communities. There was also a trip to Cairnie Fruit Farm
to celebrate the end of the Summer Holidays. The best
bit about all these activities was that they were free of
charge for everyone.
As well as all the wonderful activities there was a lunch
club most days offering a light, healthy lunch. This was
kindly donated by Brakes and from funding from Children
in Scotland, who are helping combat holiday hunger.
We would like to thank everyone who helped out to
make these activities happen and all the families who
came along. We hope you had a great time!
If you would like to hire out any of our rooms for your
community group here in Alyth Community wing,
please contact Louise on 01250 871361.

Louise Laing
Alyth Community Wing Assistant - 01250 871361
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Water Thoughts
Well, the drought is over at last. The springs are filling and we can breathe a sigh of relief as joyful memories of
the warm summer fade.
Turning to our avian life: the swifts left us during the first couple of days of August. A second brood of young
swallows has taken to the air for the first time in the last week (19th August). I hope they will be ready to start on
their journey to southern Africa by the middle of September.
The spring at Bamff did very well through the summer, despite my not noticing a burst in the pipe that flows into
the main tanks. There were two emergencies for the water supply, though: one was quickly cured when a burst in
a trough somewhere (or something of the sort) was fixed. The other emergency some weeks later, when the flow
from the spring into the collecting tanks was weakening and could no longer keep up with demand, needed the
intervention of Murray Pennycook’s digger, driven by Vance to fix that burst pipe. Then, in the wake of the work at
the main tanks, the Little Bamff supply suffered an airlock, the result of its inlet pipe being cut off from water while
other water pipes were being repaired.
I was going to avoid the old adage about not missing the water till the spring runs dry but, as the ‘responsible
person’ for the Bamff springs, the subject acquires a personal relevance. Water problems are alarming because a
fair number of families and livestock depend on water from the Bamff hill, both for quantity and quality.
Not only do we ask for plenty of water, but we want it to be free of harmful micro-organisms. I used to scoff at this.
Haven’t people drunk the water here for thousands of years and survived, I used to think? Well, they did mostly,
but bugs evolve and new disease bearing ones turn up in water supplies. Nowadays many are resistant to the
antibiotics so widely used in both human and veterinary medicine. Besides, even if our immune systems can cope
with the bugs our water supplies carry, our business depends increasingly on visitors who may not be resistant to
the local bacteria.
In the past the main water pipe from the tanks down to Bamff was scoured twice a year to clear out the sediments
that had accumulated in the pipes. Recently this has happened less often. We became used to occasional
sediments in the water, but modern washing machines get choked up and the UV filters installed in the water
supplies to the houses here clog up with sediments fairly quickly. How to remove the sediments and why are they
there in the first place? My first effort to avoid bacteria and sediments getting into the water supply was to extend
the fenced area round the springs to shut out livestock, but this was not enough.
Recently I decided to go for a Woodland Creation project on the part of the Bamff Hill that is not already
afforested. The purpose of this was partly to fulfil a long held ambition to restore woodland cover to the hill, partly
a response to generous grants for forestry, and partly a desire to remove livestock from the catchment of our
water supply. More woodland cover and the eventual development of a shrub layer and changes in the soil,
should reduce the amount of sediment in the surface runoff, but that must be for the long run.
Looking down from the hill and the springs that flow from it to the low ground here, the Burnieshead Burn ran a
little low for periods through the summer, but the beavers ensured by managing their dams that there was enough
water through the drought. In the past without beavers the burn would have run dry, or nearly so with only a
couple of little puddles along its length. Louise was able to swim in one of the pools at the height of the drought.
The trout that live in that pool must have been surprised to see her.
Cold nights and a harvest moon: autumn is nearly with us!
Paul Ramsay
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

I&D Insurance Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Your local Insurance Experts can save you money.
Whether it be Motor, Home or Commercial we have the
right policy to fit your needs at the right price and be there
when you need us most.
Come and speak with Wilma Iain or Dawn

The Friendly Faces of Insurance
Your local broker serving your local community
16 Airlie Street Alyth

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

01828 633000

Email: Iain@ianddinsurance.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Accident
Claims
THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

01250 874441

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Clinical Aromatherapist

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

Liz Jenkins—mifpa

01250 876057

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Howe’s Carpets & Interiors
Established 1871

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

We sell carpets, vinyl,
curtains and blinds.
Come in for
professional advice and
browse through our large
selection of samples
available to take home
We measure,
supply and fit
To get your FREE
quotation call

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

DUNCAN ROSS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
FOR RELIABLE, QUALITY &
FULLY INSURED
GARDENING SERVICES

01250 872361
e-mail shop@jjhowe.co.uk

FREE UNDERLAY WITH ALL
HESSIAN BACKED CARPETS

JOHN SWINNEY

‘PHONE FOR A QUOTE`
TEL: 01828 633392
Mobile: 077 1072 1923
: 075 2652 3773

Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Also on page 19

Memories of Alyth Station
Dear Sir,
I found the interview (July issue) with Graeme Maxwell (we knew him, rightly or wrongly, as "Maxie") interesting, since
he used to live next door to one set of my grandparents (Alex and Grace Malcolm) and directly opposite the other
(George and Maud Beats) in Parkside Road.
After Graeme's father left the stationmaster position, that role was taken by a Mr McKee; we always knew him as "The
Stationmaster", although his official title might not have been so grand. His son Kenneth was in my class in Primary
School, and the McKees also lived in the Station House.
While regular passenger service was discontinued in 1951, there was at least one later passenger train; the whole
school went on a charter train directly from Alyth Station to Edinburgh Zoo, and I think that must have been around
1956/7. My (admittedly fuzzy) recollection was that it was drawn by a proper steam locomotive, and I am sure that for
most of us it was our first train trip. By that time, only a freight train regularly used the station, hauling mostly bulk
items like coal.
There was the odd spot of confusion between Alyth Station and Alyth Junction, like the time some very stern-faced
plain clothes policemen in black cars were seen at the station awaiting the arrival of the Queen, for her trip to Glamis
via the Royal Train. Once the policemen figured out their error, I believe the drive to the Junction was made at high
speed.
Interestingly enough, there is a major Canadian Pacific Railroad marshalling yard, here in Canada, in a community
called Alyth, just outside Calgary, Alberta. I don't know how, or by whom, the name Alyth was bestowed on that area
but I'm sure there must be a connection with the original somewhere.
Roderick B Malcolm
Rothesay
New Brunswick
Canada

Crows in Alyth
Dear Sir,
In reply to David Lindsay's letter, I realise everyone has their own opinion on likes and dislikes. It doesn't change
the fact that each year the number of crows increases to the point where they are in overspill and taking up
residence elsewhere. The tree at Mill Street at the Burn is an example. I know I am repeating myself when I say I
and other people have taken the bird feeders in because of the crows scaring the wee birds away and we do get
some rare birds at our feeders. The crows hunt and eat road-kill - they don’t need bird seed. On the other matter
of their droppings in Albert Street down by the Bowling Club, the quantity is that of small dog poo! In other parts of
town, residents are hosing the pavements! Yes this is a problem. I will await further comments.
Regards,
Liz Davie
Albert Street
Alyth
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NOTICES
Alyth Parish
Church
Morning Service at 11am every Sunday.
Evening Service at 6.00pm on
First Sunday of each month.
(Note Special Dates below)
~~~
Primary and Senior Sunday School.
Meet at 11am each Sunday during normal
School Terms.
New recruits are always most welcome.
(Primary caters for children aged between 3
and 7 years. Senior caters for children
between 8 and 12 years) (A Crèche is
available for children under three).

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Sundays
9.30am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11.00am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

NEW COMMUNICANTS
If you would like to become a member of
Alyth Parish Church, please contact the
Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632 238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES

www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.org.uk

ALL ARE WELCOME
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband

Tel: 01250 874 583
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com

~~~

LOCAL GROUPS

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org

PRAYER GROUP
The Prayer Group meets most Thursdays in the
Burnside Court Lounge at 10.30am. Everyone
is most Welcome. (This is an informal and very
friendly meeting – why not join us?).

Place your
information here

SEPTEMBER
2nd 11am Book of Common Prayer Communion
9th 11am Sung Eucharist
16th 11am Sung Eucharist
23rd 11am Sung Eucharist
30th 11am Sung Eucharist

for FREE

~~~
THE GUILD
(Meetings held in the Lower Hall at 2pm)
6th September—Start of new session with
Dedication Service
4th October—David Cowie Films by Phil
Walker
1st November—Alyth through the Lens by
Tom Dalzeil
6th December—Christmas Music with Alyth
Rural Singers

MAILINGS

Still needs your
20p pieces!!

Email: delivery@alythvoice.co.uk

~~~
THE CHURCH CHOIR
The Choir meet for practice in the Church at
6.45pm on every Friday.
~~~
SPECIAL DATES
3rd September—Congregational Board
Meeting in Lower Hall at 7pm
9th September—Sunday School
recommences (please check this date with a
member of the Sunday School)
10th September—Kirk Session in Lower Hall
at 7pm
www.alythparishchurch.org.uk

Tel: 01828 633 045
We now have a Facebook page

Our continued challenge to ensure the
future of a free Alyth Voice, has led to
implementing a charge for postal Voices.
An annual charge will apply to all
UK addresses for posting.
Overseas addresses will be quoted individually.
This charge includes the cost of producing the
Voice. To get your Voice by post,

The day is soon!!—29th September
We will lay 20p coins along
the burn side from the
Red Telephone Boxes to Packhorse
Bridge

KEEP SAVING
Collection boxes can be found in
M Ferguson, Alyth Hotel, Sim’s,
Café in the Square, COOP,
Thrifty One,
Airlie Street Bar, Rendezvous
A community contribution to the
redevelopment of the burn side
www.alythinbloom.org
www.facebook.com/alythbloom
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We have many members linked to the Voice
Facebook page, with 1,000s more viewing the page
every week. Have you visited yet? Remember you
don’t need to join Facebook, just follow the link on
the Voice website. The main advantage of having a
Facebook presence is the real-time ability to
circulate information instantly. It’s worth a look...

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AlythVoice

DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who has donated recently to
the Voice. It is much appreciated and helps ensure
the Voice remains free to every household. There
are 4 ways to donate:
1. Collection Tins in shops,
2. Handed/Posted to our Treasurer,
3. Online at www.alythvoice.co.uk using the
secure PayPal system.
4. Go direct to https://www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

PLEASE DON’T USE PAYPAL TO PAY
YOUR INVOICE

Onward and upwards - Alyth 50+ Club, 25 November 1999
A small but willing group set out from St Ninian’s on Thursday. We had a new member - welcome to Kim.
Climbing steadily up Toutie Street, left at the top through Bamff Wynd and past West Quarter. Now to say we got lost is not quite
true, but to say we were not sure where we were, was.
“Are we lost?” we asked two strollers. “Yes,” they replied, “go back and go through West Quarter - from there you’ll be o.k.”
A bright, sunny if slightly windy day was a new experience for us as rain usually dogged our footsteps!!
Up and down terrain gave way to steady climbing. Turning round frequently to take in the stunning views over Alyth, we kept on
up and up.
Now, I’ve said before: “more than I can chew,” but this time I had to call a halt. The rest of the gang kindly said o.k. Two of them,
alas, had been way out in front when the decision to stop was taken. Up there in the rarified air we managed to get them back
down. Now I’m almost certain it was snow I spotted on their bunnett’s!!
“Which way?” - “I’ve got a map.” This was opened out and studied. “Are we here?” asked man with map, jabbing a finger in the
direction of Rattray. You understand Man with Map was also Man Who Had Forgotten His Specs. Now if we follow this path we’ll
be o.k. Now I don’t read maps, I cannot read maps, but I do now that lines of longitude and latitude are not really marked on the
ground, only on the paper! Map was then folded away and we started to use our eyes. Along the bottom of a stubble field was
pleasant and flat!! It was here that Kim showed off her speciality, rabbit-chasing or, at one point, being chased. I’m sorry, didn’t I
say that Kim has four legs which helped her reach speeds we could only gasp at.
For our next obstacle we had been honed to perfection by Lotte. Down bank, across burn, up bank, easy peasy. We walked on
and came to a road which took us down, past the Lands of Loyal - we didn’t go in - then into Alyth from the top.
Kim was put on a lead and we all agreed that it had been a good walk. But don’t take us up the North Face of the Tiger, we
asked Map with Map. “It didn’t look that steep when I studied the route, but then the map was lying flat at the time!”
Would you believe our next walk was cancelled because of RAIN?
FINELLA from the mountain climbing club.

Across
1.
5.
6.
9.
10.
11.
13.
15.
17.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Down

STRAINER—Sieve, colander
ZUCCHINI—USA courgette
WRONG—Incorrect
TOMBOLA—Kind of lottery
TOFU—Bean curd
VISIBLE—Able to be seen
VOODOO—Witchcraft
UTILISE—Use
TYCOON—Powerful business person
RETREAT—Back away, back down
RESPECT—Song by Aretha Franklin
WORRY—Feel concerned
UPLIFTING—Inspiring

2.
3.
4.
7.
8.
9.
11.
12.
14.
16.
17.
18.
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RINGLET—Curl of hair
VITAL—Extremely important
UNCONVENTIONAL—Not usual
RUPEE—Indian coin
QUESTION—Cross examine
TRANSISTOR—Small electrical device
VIXEN—Female Fox
WOUND—Cut in the skin, injury
ZOMBIE—A revived corpse
TROTTER—Pig's foot
TWIRL—Spin around
TRUMP—Card or president

Alyth Coffee Cycle
The Alyth Coffee Cycle has had a wonderful summer.
Our diverse little bunch of pedallers have sampled coffee
and cake far and wide , making it to Ballathie , Glamis
and Peel Farm . There is always blethers and banter and
sometimes a wee bit of peching. So to make sure we all
keep pedalling and not peching I suggest we try to have
some options .
Perhaps if we choose our coffee stop and all cycle there
together, so we can still have chai and chat, but the more
energetic among us could then be free to choose the long
way home.
If you haven't joined us yet why not come along on
Wednesday morning and give us a try .

Children under 12 eat for £1 with every adult meal
From Children’s menu only, excluding carvery

CARVERY SUNDAY’S - 12pm—5pm
(Adult £12.00, Child £5.00)

Patricia Murphy.

ALL FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR
Meetings~Conferences~Weddings~Funerals
Call to discuss: 01828 629141
OPENING HOURS
Sun—Thur: 9.30am—6.00pm
Fri-Sat: 9.30am—9.00pm

DONATIONS
Your Alyth Voice as a FREE Newsletter, written,
designed and delivered by local volunteers and
depends heavily on precious advertisers and of
course on donations from you and our friends
across the world. Therefore, it would make sense
to make donating as easy a process as possible.

Congratulations to Zoe Davidson

The best methods of donating to the Voice are:
ELECTRONIC BANKING
CASH or CHEQUE
(via our donation boxes in the town)
Or via PayPal.
You should know that we are charged a small
premium which is deducted from your donation for
using PayPal
If you have a PayPal account
simply transfer/send money to
The Alyth Voice using the
following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you don’t have a PayPal account you can simply
use the PayPal me link shown below:
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Congratulations on winning your awards for the
female sports champion and Dux, with love from
Mum, Dad, Granny Cha, Uncles William and Gregg,
and Grannie and Grandad Davidson.

DON’T USE PAYPAL TO PAY YOUR INVOICES
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Also on page 15

The Crows
I would like firstly to thank David Lindsay of Bamff Court for writing to the voice.
As we all know it is sometimes difficult to have Alyth citizens voice their opinions or concerns. If everyone who has
approached me after reading the letter replies (as they said they would) then I am sure the voice will need extra
pages. So well done Mr Lindsay. So far, all say they want the Crows reduced in numbers, NOT exterminated. Some,
do however, believe the Magpies should be as they are nasty egg and small bird eaters.
Mr Lindsay is, I am sure, aware of a number of factors which presently ensure that he is only mildly inconvenienced by
the big black birds. Examples are the types of trees suitable for nesting and the flight paths the birds presently and
historically use when they leave the nests to search for food.
Mrs Donaldson letter was written, I am reliably told, on behalf of a number of Albert Street residents, others from the
end of Albert Street and at least two Primary School teachers. These people are clearly affected by the presence of
the large number of crows who daily defecate on the road, pavement, gardens and washing hanging out to dry. Of
course the noise can also be horrendous.
Other areas in the town are equally being subjected to the same problems. Many have complained to Perth and
Kinross to take action and either remove nests or, as before, lop the trees to prevent nesting within the town. Not an
unreasonable request as it allows the birds to go elsewhere.
Mrs Donaldson letter contains indisputable facts but did not record the damage the Alyth Bowling and Tennis Club
presently has to endure thanks to the crows.
The Tennis Court suffers from bird droppings, the bowling playing surface also suffers but with the added problem of
the birds digging holes in the surface.
Both tennis and bowling members have had to suffer the noise and the droppings on their cloths.
I do not believe that an issue needs to be made at this time about dogs indiscriminately defecating within the town as
the dog owners will soon find that the Dog Warden will be around much more, and they will be fined when caught not
bagging the ‘poo’.
Iain Donaldson
Committee member Alyth Bowling Club and an Alyth Community Councillor

IN MEMORY

NOTICE

In memory of Esther, a very dear and loving friend,
from Charlotte Kinnison and Family.

Please do not use PayPal to pay invoices you receive
from the Alyth Voice.. Thank you

Alyth Musical Notes
Alyth Musical Society hosted its Annual General Meeting at the Ogilvy Rooms on 25th June.
The outgoing President, Ron Kirkpatrick delivered his address and the treasurer, Albert Halliburton spoke to his annual report.
The Committee for 2018-19 were elected as follows…
President - Andrew Beckett
Secretary - Glenda Kean and Claire Mallinson
Treasurer - Albert Haliburton
Committee - Rudolf Gruneberg, Dot Oudney, Gerard Cameron, Steph Mackie, Gemma Pryde, Gavin Tripney
Andrew Beckett proposed a vote of thanks to committee members past and present with special mention going to Ron for all his
hard work in the role of president for the last two years.
Rehearsals for next year’s production of “The Sound of Music” will commence in September. Details of these will be included in
next month’s Voice.
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ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP
The big story for August of course was our youth club
trip to Aschaffenburg, Germany. The bad news first Paige had to pull out at the last minute due to health
problems and we wish her a speedy recovery,
everyone missed her on the trip.
Thursday: I had arrived home from Bydgoszcz on
Wednesday 1st August, and it was a quick turnaround
to get going agin for 5.50am on Thursday 2nd August.
We had a smooth journey down to Manchester and by
mid afternoon we were on the plane and heading to
Frankfurt. The Friends of Perth had booked vehicles
for us, and once we figured all that out we were on the
road to Aschaffenburg. The hotel was one that I knew,
and the young people loved it - and because it was all
digital keypad entry, nobody was able to lose their key!
My friends Sabine and Achim were waiting for us at
the hotel so we headed out for an Asian buffet meal,
and everyone found something they liked. At bed time,
phones were handed in to ensure a distraction free
night for everyone!
Friday: We were up and about nice and early so that
we could stock up on drinks and sun cream (temp was
35 degrees) before heading to Buntberg, which was a
youth camp just outside the city. We were welcomed
with an enthusiastic rendition of “We’re Going on a
Bear Hunt”, then everyone took part in various
activities. The day was finished off with the girls
dancing while Achim played the pipes. We then had a
trip to the outdoor swimming pool where the highlight
seemed to be the 14 child choo choo train down the
water slide! After another change, we wandered along
to the bowling alley for a nice meal and night out
together.
Saturday: We woke up again to intense heat outside,
and we were reluctant to leave the air conditioning in
our rooms. We started the day with another trip to the
outdoor pool, and had time for a snack there before we
headed for our day out. We collected Helma (Sabine’s
mum) from Grosestheim, then she guided us to the
beautiful town of Miltenberg. We had time to explore
(and for some, buy massive inflatables for the pool!)
before we met with Achim, Dieter and Linde, who
accompanied us on a trip down the River Main. Another quick change and we were off to visit Harald, the
chairman of the Friends of Perth. This was a great night where we were shown fantastic hospitality and friendship
by Harald’s family and friends, and again the girls put on a dance performance - this time peppered with
outbreaks of hysterical laughter! It was tough going trying to round everyone up at the end of the night as they
were having so much fun.
Sunday: Another good breakfast for most, including those who “don’t eat breakfast” (but were always starving by
10am…), as force feeding became another role of the leaders! We were given a tour of the Pompejanum, which
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is a replica of a villa from Pompeii - our guide Parfait looked like Morgan Freeman, and kept everyone
entertained. We then headed to Schontal Park to hear the band ‘Rock and Roll Roulette’. Unfortunately I had my
wires crossed as we realised on arrival that the concert was
actually at Schonbusch (I thought it was the same place!). This
gave us time to transmit live to the parents - it’s amazing how
quiet the kids suddenly became… if only I had thought of this
sooner! We met Sabine, and another friend Roland, for lunch
at the Hofgarten, and everyone enjoyed good food in the
sunshine. A short drive out of time took us to Klepperburg
where we were booked for a 1 hour treetop ropes course… 3
hours later and there were still kids flying along the 300 metre
zip line and bodies dangling from the trees as far as the eye
could see! An evening meal at Locanda restaurant, with the
pizzas the size of dustbin lids, and ice cream, finished off a
fantastic day out.
Monday: we checked out of the hotel after
breakfast, then spent the morning in the city
centre - the young people still had plenty of
spending money left, so it was like
supermarket sweep as they dashed around
the shops! We drove to Frankfurt and had
plenty of time to relax before our flight, as
we were very early, and it was slightly late!
Manchester airport was a nightmare as it
took over 2 hours for our luggage to be
transferred the 50 metres from the plane to
the baggage hall. This, added to the original
delay, meant that we were not back in Alyth
until after 3am - tired but satisfied that we had a great trip, and made the most of every minute we had over there.
I would just like to thank the AYP committee, the parents, and the businesses and people of Alyth for supporting
our fundraising efforts to ensure that everyone was able to take part in all of the activities. The young people
learned a lot while they were away, and I hope that the friends that they made over there can become friends for
life in the way that Sabine, Helma, Achim, Dieter, Linde, Heike and Roland have become for me.
Back to reality, and our clubs are back up and running - I made a mistake in the last Voice, so just to clarify that
Youth Club (P7 and S1) meet in the Wing on a Tuesday and the Hub on a Friday, both nights are 6pm - 7.30pm.
George Annan
Alyth Youth Partnership
07702 780489
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NEW OWNERS AT TIGH NA LEIGH
For Karen and Graham Smith, taking over as the new proprietors of the
Tigh na Leigh guesthouse on Airlie Street has certainly been something
of a leap into the deep end!
The couple began the buying process in February, collected the keys in
July and closed for only four days while they unpacked - and then got
straight down to work.
“Fortunately, we still have the wonderful staff whom we inherited from
Chris and Bettina, the previous owners: our fantastic housekeeper Jola
and our gardener Angus who has been here for 50 years. During the
summer, we’ve also got our daughter Charlotte helping out before she
goes to catering college.”
Karen, who grew up in Stonehaven and Glenrothes, was previously the
obesity nurse specialist for northeast Scotland at Aberdeen Royal
Infirmary. Graham was born in Malaysia but grew up in Kent, and
previously ran his own financial services company, which he has now
sold.
The couple have been married for 33 years and have another daughter,
Viktoria, who is a lawyer in Aberdeen.
“We met completely by chance at a disco in Glenrothes,” says Graham.
“I was up from London for a few days with my flatmate, who came from
Glenrothes. Karen and I just got chatting at the bar and hit it off straight
away.”
“That was in the October,” Karen recalls, “and by January I’d packed in my job and got on the bus to London to join
Graham. We moved up to Aberdeen to set up home together a year later.”
The plan to switch careers has been maturing for some time, Graham explains: “We had originally planned to move to
Andalusia in Spain and open a self-catering business, but that didn’t work out for various reasons. We actually visited Tigh
na Leigh in February last year, but it wasn’t until the beginning of this year that we decided Spain wasn’t working for us and
we came to Alyth to have a closer look.”
Karen continues: "Neither of us knew Alyth at all, but we loved the house the moment we saw it and we got on really well
with Chris and Bettina. We came back in May to stay for a night and sealed the deal.
“It’s ideal for us - an older property with great character and with our living accommodation separate from the B’n’B part.
Chris and Bettina had left it very well maintained and very tastefully decorated, so there wasn’t much to do when we moved
in, though we do plan to put our own stamp on it over time.”
The house was built around 1860 as a physician’s home and surgery, and later was an old folks’ home before Chris and
Bettina converted it to a B’n’B.
Karen does the cooking and Graham does the bookings and admin. “I’m a very keen cook,” she says, “but the house has a
reputation for food that I’m going to have to live up to and maybe add my own twist to it, but continuing to use local produce
and suppliers wherever possible.
“This past month since we opened has definitely been demanding - I don’t think we’ve worked this hard in our lives before,”
says Karen, “but it’s very fulfilling and we have absolutely no regrets.”

Alyth Hill to be Alive with The Sound of Music
Alyth Musical Society is looking for willige Manner and Frauleins to assist with their 71st
production of “The Sound of Music” which will run from 16th – 20th April 2019. So, if singing and
dancing is one of your favourite things, don’t be a lonely goatherd. Be a dear, a male or female
dear, and help us solve a problem like Maria.
You don’t have to be sixteen going on seventeen to come along to the Ogilvie Rooms for our first
rehearsal on Monday 17th of September at 7:30pm.
You will be most welcome.
Until then… so long, farewell, auf wiedersehen, goodbye.
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Strathmore Cycle Network picking up speed
Plans to create a £1.6-million network of cycling and walking routes linking Alyth with Rattray, Blairgowrie and Coupar Angus
will accelerate in September. The network will improve road safety and help cut carbon emissions and pollution.
Lots of work has already been done on a new path between Alyth and Rattray, and public meetings in Blairgowrie and Coupar
Angus in early September will help to decide the route between those two towns.
The public meetings will take place at the Coupar Angus Cycle Hub (the old Strathmore Bowling Club) at 7.30pm
on 4 September, and 1 Upper Alan Street (Opposite the Royal Hotel carpark) at 7.00pm on 5 September.
A Steering Group set up by the development trusts in the three towns has already raised more than £250,000 towards the total,
which is now being invested in new cross-country paths and bridges on the first phase, linking Alyth and Rattray and avoiding
the main road.
The development trusts in the three towns are pressing ahead with fund-raising and planning to complete what will be known as
the Strathmore Cycle Network over the next couple of years.
Initially, the network is using some 13km (8 miles) of existing country lanes connected by almost 11km (7 miles) of new cycle
and walking paths built with the consent and cooperation of landowners along the route.
The only exception to this is where it crosses the River Isla just north of Coupar Angus, where the A923 bridge will become a
single carriageway controlled by traffic lights plus a dedicated cycle lane, along with new paths constructed north and south of
the bridge away from the road.
Later phases will see new paths built to bypass public roads altogether and provide dedicated direct routes for cyclists and
walkers between the three communities well away from motor traffic.
The project has so far secured £37,000 from the cycling and footpath charity Sustrans Scotland, £200,000 from the Scottish
Government’s Improving Access for All fund, £8,000 from the National Lottery Awards for All fund and £10,000 from Tactran the statutory regional transport partnership covering the Angus, Dundee, Perth & Kinross and Stirling council areas. Perth &
Kinross Council has earmarked a further £100,000 for the network in its 2019/20 budget.
Len Seal, chair of the steering group set up to deliver the project, said: “I am amazed and really pleased at the rate of progress.
I think this is down to the Development Trusts in all three towns working well together, to support from Sustrans and PKC and
the public spiritedness of local landowners.”
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NOTICES
ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club

Don’t have access
to email?
It’s FREE in the

August Draw

(with thanks to Frances & Margaret in the ‘Voice’
Coffee Morning Kitchen)

Airlie Street Library

1st - £50 - 94 - Mrs R Jolly
2nd - £30 - 171 - Mrs E Mitchell
3rd - £20 - 22 - Mrs B Prettyman
——————
We will be holding our coffee morning on Saturday 6th October.
Any donations for any of the stalls will be gratefully received.
Liz Gordon
Treasurer

Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

11:00am to 12:00pm
2:00pm to 3.00pm

Town Square
Town Square

The Isla Parishes
(SC031461)

Date for your diary

T-Junction Café
@
Kilry Hall

Silent Auction on 19th September
In Ogilvie Rooms, Alyth at 7pm
Bidding will close at 8:30pm

Entry Fee £5/adult including refreshments

Open on the following dates:
Saturday 15th September 10.00-12.00
Saturday 20th September 10.00-12.00

THE COFFEE CYCLE

This is a a café run by the community for the community.
Come and join us for coffee and home made
goodies and a chat.

Meet every Wednesday morning.
Alyth Square 9.30am
For a cycle in search of coffee and cake.
All welcome.
Destination decided on the day.
Interested?
Call/text Pat 07583297408 Or just turn up. See you there!

ALL WELCOME
Registered Charity No.SCO22368

Glenisla SWRI

Glenisla Church (SCIO)

Meet in Glenisla Community Hall @ 7.30pm
Contact Mrs Hilary Lawrence (president) 01828 633112
or Kathleen Davidson (secretary) 01575 582205

Charity number SCO44459

There are monthly Songs of Praise evenings held at Glenisla Church,
1st Sunday of the month, start time 6:30 with a cup of tea with cake /
biscuits to follow. Open to everyone.
We have had some fascinating guests so far – starting with Sandy
Ingram and members of the Angus Strathspey Reel Society, Deirdre
McVean a speaker form Guide Dogs for the Blind and Bob Alexander
with his guest Linda Swankie who told us about her volunteer work
with the Vine Trust.

New Members Welcome
Membership £20.00

Visitors £3.00

WOULD YOU LIKE TO TRAIN AS
A LAYOUT ARTIST FOR THE VOICE?
We are looking to train a Deputy Layout Artist. We are
looking for someone who already has experience with
Microsoft applications (Word, PowerPoint etc). The
software we use to layout the Voice is MS Publisher and
it would be an advantage if you already have some
basic knowledge with it but its not essential.
For more information call Lynne on 07854 493805

Contact details:
Philippa Gammell, Chairman Glenisla Church SCIO, Alrick, Glenisla,
PH11 8PJ
Sally Colville, Secretary Glenisla Church SCIO, Eastmill House,
Glenisla, PH11 8PG
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NOTICES
Alyth & District Pipe Band

Alyth Senior Citizens'
Lunch & Socialising Club

Alyth & District Pipe Band are looking for new
or experienced members, either pipes or
drums.
Wednesday night practise in
Alyth Town Hall from 6pm.
For more information please
contact Elaine Sturrock 01828 640312.

Strathmore Tots
Alyth

Baby and Toddler Group

Exercise Group - Mondays 10am
in the Airlie Street Hall

Whether you're a first time Mum or Dad or
have a larger family,
come along to our local friendly group for
a cuppa and a chat with other parents
while the wee ones play. Grandparents
and Carers also welcome.

Lunch at 12.30pm in the Airlie Street Hall
(£2.50p per person)

To keep up to date with what we have on
and where, join our Facebook
page – Strathmore Tots, Alyth.

Meigle Art Group
Or for more information call or text

07807591868

New Members Welcome
Equipment can be provided for starters.
Contact 633811 for further details

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on a Tuesday
at 1.30pm at The Airlie Street Hall.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average we
have about twenty walkers so why not come
and join us. There is no need to book, just
turn up on the day!
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
Marja & Tom Dalzeil
Meg & Jim Muir
John Eggleston

958498 (Walk Leader)
632674 (Walk Leader)
633032 (Walk Leader)
633407 (Walk Leader)
633965 (Walk Leader)

New members & volunteers
welcome

Monday mornings 9.30am to 11.30am
Ogilvie Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth

£2 per family, this includes a snack
for the toddlers and as much tea and
coffee as you can drink!

The Group meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Alyth Scout Hall
10am 12pm

(Perth & Kinross Healthy
Communities Project)
Tel : Audra Webster 01738 473146

Scottish Charity No. SCO44910

Alyth Art Group

We meet on Tuesdays from
10am to 12 noon
at the Community Wing of
Alyth Primary School
If you would like to join our friendly group
please contact
the Secretary – Angela Meachen
01828 632532
for more information

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

Next lunches:
24th September

Ericht Art Club
We are a friendly little club, where people
of all abilities from beginners to expert
painters are made most welcome. the
main objective is to enjoy your hobby in a
fun environment.
If you would like to find out more please
contact
Tina Gliddon on 07443338580 or
Lesley Garside on 07739463594
Gordon Coutts

ALYTH
GIRL GUIDE HUT
FOR RENT or HIRE
Contact Irene for details:

632439

Is a Collection Point for

USED SPECTACLES
for VISION 2020
“The Right to Sight Project”
For further information on the project,
please contact
Pam Robertson,
Angus Optix, 153-155 East High Street,
Forfar
Tel: 01307 462461
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CALLY CRAFTERS
Bridge of Cally Hall
Every Thursday
1.30 - 3.30 pm

Traditional and contemporary crafts
and all abilities
Come along for a free taster session, or
contact 01828 633083 for more details

CRIGHTONS
CYCLES
•
•
•
•

New & Used Cycle Sales
Repairs
Servicing
Parts & Accessories

Extensive range of bikes—from trikes and
scooters to Electric Bikes
87 Perth Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6DT

Tel. 01250 874447
www.crightonscycles.co.uk

Could you feel better?
Re-balance your mental, physical and
emotional wellbeing with Homeopathy
-----

Bio-energy - Silent Counselling

07770 985736

angela@homeopathyperthshire.co.uk

Alyth Library
Calling all
Alyth Voluntary Groups and Clubs
Promote your organisation in Alyth Library
Display space is available in the library
windows
Call in at the Library for more information
Or call 01828 632731

MURDO FRASER MSP

MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.

To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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NOTICES
ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
RECYCLING

ALYTH
FAMILY HISTORY
PROJECT

Thank you to the many local people who
have handed in ink cartridges, mobile
phones etc for recycling. The charity which
provided the collection facility and contributed to NSPCC no longer operates that
service.

in Alyth Parish Church

OPEN SUNDAYS
2pm - 4pm

We have sourced a new collector for ink
cartridges although not as yet for other
items. Please continue to bring your ink
cartridges only down to the Health Centre
until further notice. Thank you.

From Easter Sunday
To Remembrance Sunday
1. 1850s to date, there are now over
6,500 photographs of local people,
schools, businesses, events, views,
weddings, etc
2. Parish records from 1623—1854
3. Baptism records from 1900s to
date
4. 6,500 Burial records and
headstone photographs for Alyth’s
3 cemeteries
5. Publications & memorabilia over
150yrs

ADMISSION FREE

WRVS
Books on Wheels
Can’t get to the library?
We deliver books to your door...
Books – in normal or large print /
Audio Books – cassette player req. /
Music CDs and Videos
Telephone
01250 872 905 for details

ALYTH SCHOOL PUPILS
REUNION
Did you leave Alyth School
1979—1980

NEIL DARROCH
and friends are trying to
arrange a reunion.

For more details contact
NEIL DARROCH
via his Facebook page

THE LITTLE GLENNERS PARENT AND
TODDLER GROUP
Every Friday (Term Time)
9.30am – 11.30am
Isla Primary School- Community Hall
All Welcome
Find us on Facebook

Meigle Musicality

Alyth Library
(for FREE internet access & advice on
tracing your ancestors)
Mon, Tues, Wed, Sun-

Closed

Thursday 12.30pm—4.30pm & 5pm—8pm
Friday
9am—1pm & 2pm—5pm
Saturday 9.30am—12.30pm

We are a local singing group who
sing to raise money for local children’s
cancer charities.
We are a very friendly group who meet to
have fun and sing.
There are no auditions, you don’t have to
read music, just come along and sing.
We meet every Tuesday at 7.30pm upstairs
in the Kinloch Arms in Meigle.
Why not come along and see what you think.
No pressure, we’d love to meet you.

Domestic or Commercial
Regular Weekly
Holiday Home Prep
Deep Clean - One off Clean

References available

07583074717

If you know of any services in the town that should be advertised in the Voice, please contact the
Voice at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
If you see anything wrong or out of date in the Voice, again, please
contact us at copy@alythvoice.co.uk.
Your help is appreciated in ensuring we provide the best town
information possible!
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www.resoluteit.co.uk
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS

Technical Support Services

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

JIM MORRICE

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Saxophone, Flute and
Clarinet Tuition

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support

Tel:01828 633 137
Beginners Welcome!

E: info@resoluteit.co.uk
M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

SINGING, PIANO,
THEORY TUITION

Mrs Valerie Smith (DipMusEd, LTCL)

01828 633977

Grangemount
Cattery
Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

PERSONAL ATTENTION
FROM THE OWNERS
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY

Tel: 01828 632284

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
Be

in The Alyth Voice
ALBA LOGISTICS

PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND
COLLECTION SERVICE

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433

Specialised Dementia Care
in a Domestic Setting
·DAY CARE
·RESPITE CARE
·RESIDENTIAL CARE
All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens :
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:
Trained Staff to promote independence and choice.

www.hopeparkhouse.com

Tel 01250 872349
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie
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Come to us for a fast, personal
service. We transport goods and
equipment quickly and reliably,
to anywhere in the UK,
Over-night and same day service
available.
We are a fully insured, family-run,
local enterprise.
M: 07724430770/Tel: 01821 640606
albalogistics@btinternet.com

FOR SALE
PIANO / PIANOLA plus ROLLS
Dimensions
Height: 5 foot
Length: 58 inches
Width: 26 inches

PRICE : £200

01828 632642
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farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
• wills & executries • employment law

2-6 Market Square
Alyth

Ronald Saunders

01828958040

Roofer/Slater

Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am - 4.00pm

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

C Max
Garden Services Alyth
All aspects undertaken
22 years experience
Grass cutting, strimming, edge trimming &
renovation, leaf clearing, hedge cutting &
removal, topiary, weed control, chemical
spraying, rotovating, tree & shrub
planting, tree & plant pruning and
shaping, border maintenance, wood
fencing & repairs (all types), slabbing &
block paving, landscaping, turfing & grass
seeding, driveways & patio power washing.
From a tidy up to a regular maintenance
programme to suit your needs
The only call you'll ever need to make
for your garden and grounds
maintenance.
Tel: Day- 07834041298 eve- 01828 633341

www.cmaxgardenservices.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATV’s and Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshop facilities
On site service available

Serving breakfast, light bites,
lunches and delicious cakes!
Barista coffee, Hot chocolates & Teas
as well as a selection of cold drinks
and milkshakes all available
to sit in or take away.
Children's menu, highchairs
and baby changing facilities
Free WiFi and Loyalty Cards.

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk

• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultation
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

Friends of Guiding
need you!
If you have ever been in a Girl Guiding unit and would like to join
us in fundraising for the up keep of the Girl Guide Hut.
Please contact Lynne on 07745565337 or Dawn on 01828 632424/07513417884
We meet around 4 times a year to discuss fundraising.
Meetings are very relaxed and usually last around half an hour.
We look forward to hearing from you.

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor
For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home

SALE OF ALYTH SCENES
POSTCARDS and CARDS
at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD
---------------------------------------------

A percentage from the sale of the cards
& notelets will go to Wisecraft, the
mental health craft project in
Blairgowrie.
-----------------------------------------------

Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284

www.weemachines.co.uk

E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com
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Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs
Only two needed, £1 each
Phone Listed Number
TEL: 01828 632434
www.frogpublications.co.uk

Thrifty One

From the Community, For the Community
Opening times: 10am—4pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Phone: Anne 07592 338449.(speak or leave a message)
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com
For those of you who use social media , you can find us as Thrifty One. Please like & share us with your friends.
The more folk who know about us, the more funds we can raise. Thanks!

Suddenly it no longer seems so ridiculous to be thinking that this newsletter will be published and read at the start of autumn!
We have had an amazing summer; it seemed at times that the fine weather was here for good! But now we are at the stage when we can
begin to investigate our stashes of autumn and winter stock. Cosy coats and jumpers, but maybe not hats & scarves just yet!
It has been lovely to meet visitors to Alyth and to hear their thoughts on the area, all positive by the way! Lovely as well, to meet
newcomers to the town starting on a new life here. They have all been impressed by the range and quality of the shop stock. We tell them
that it’s entirely thanks to the folk in Alyth. One family in particular have been providing us with a steady stream of amazing donations
over the last two months, a major downsize going on there I believe!
I’m writing this at the start of Thrifty One’s two-week closure. It will seem odd not to be opening up on Monday, though there are still
plenty of jobs to be done. A good clean and tidy up for a start!
Change in Opening hours:
At a recent staff & volunteers meeting it was decided to alter our opening hours. From the last week in August we will be shut on a
Monday and instead open on a Wednesday. This is in part due to volunteers finding it easier to commit to midweek shifts.
Saturday is another day that it is understandably difficult to cover, especially the
afternoon stint. So it may be that we have to look at closing earlier on a Saturday at
some stage. Ideally we would like to have a rota for Saturdays, with volunteers
perhaps doing one week in three or four. If there is anyone who is interested in doing
a regular Saturday once/twice a month then please do pop in and have a chat.
MacMillan Coffee Morning: September 28th 2018
September means its time for the MacMillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning. This will
be the third time Thrifty One have hosted this event and our volunteers are already
making plans. It is grand to pull out the tables, clothes and pretty china for a cause
that, sadly, touches on us all at some stage.
Donation:
Alyth Scout Group are receiving £300 to be used towards the purchase of ‘a proper
big cooker’ for the hut kitchen. It seems they have ambitions beyond the camping fare
we usually read of in their newsletter. We’ll look forward to reports of Cordon Bleu
scout style.
Finally, Thrifty One has been asked to provide clothing for a Fashion Show later in the
autumn. We are very excited at the thought of this. We will have more details in next
month’s newsletter.
Watch this space!!

Anne
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SCOUTS
The highlight of our Scouting year was a 5 day
camp at the Water Activities Centre at
Lochgoilhead. Arriving on site in good time , it was
an immediate visit to the Dining Hall for lunch.
Having satisfied the inner man, the Scouts were
allocated to their lodges and collecting sheets for
beds in one hand and a wet suit in the other they
were down on the water within minutes. Most
hadn’t opened their luggage to “unpack”. I use this
term loosely, as the boys dorm in which I was
located, brought about their own idea of unpacking
– more like disgorging the contents in a random
manner and adding to the pile in the carpet.
Unsurprisingly, we had a kit inspection that evening
to rectify this chaos. Now that I consider the matter,
we had quite a few of these and I am glad to report
that it did get better – well it could not get any
worse!
The centre ran a very slick operation giving the
Scouts a chance to sample various activities on
land and on the water. The instructors provided an
excellent balance of patience, fun and safety and
none of the activities could be faulted. “Mad dogs
and Englishmen go out in the midday sun”, to this
list I add Scouts and the weather was so hot even
the midgies did not venture out till dusk.
The first evening we ensured the windows were
closed to inhibit an invasion of the wee blighters,
but ended up in making the chalet an oven. Quick
to resolve this, we discovered if we didn’t put the
lights on, we could sleep with some essential
ventilation.
One evenings activities was cut short as it involved
a course in the neighbouring woodland, which
proved to be a midgie ambush area and a strategic
withdrawal was called for – Beat the Feet.
After our evening meal at the suggestion of the
Scouts, a visit to the beach was the order of the
day, and a frenzied splash about was the order of
the day. A quick rub down with a towel and off to
evenings activities quickly followed.
The camp was very busy at the start of the week,
but by the end one large party had left, leaving a
party of Cubs and us by the Thursday night. We
held a campfire with them and when one of their
Leaders asked how long it would last, I looked at
my watch and informed her it was only Thursday.
Regretfully I had not accounted for a visit from our
wee visitors, and when they descended, it was
back to the ranch!
An action packed week for all with a special thanks
to those involved with raising funds to help with
this, the AYP for the use of the minibus and all the
staff at Lochgoilhead
We will be holding our AGM on Monday 10th September, 7.00pm at the Scout Hut and we will be putting on a pictorial report
on the camp. I hope to see you there
Ron Kirkpatrick
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THE ISLA PARISHES
(Charity no SCO31461)

The first of the The Isla Parishes' Sunday Evening Specials was
held in The Wee Bear Cafe in Lintrathen, on 19th August.
Around 60 people came along to enjoy a cuppa, scones and
cake before joining together to sing a few of our favourite
hymns, accompanied by our minister, Stephen Blakey on guitar.
A warm welcome was extended to those attending from the Isla
Parishes' congregation, the local community and from further
afield. Everyone is warmly invited to our future services.
The programme is-:
Songs of Praise at Glenisla Kirk on Sunday 2nd September
at 6.30pm
Harvest Songs of Praise at Kingoldrum Village Hall on
Sunday 21st
October at 6.30pm Evening Remembrance Service at
Ruthven Church on
Sunday 11th November at 6.30pm Carols and Canapés at
Airlie Village
Hall on Sunday 16th December at 6.30pm
Silent Auction
A Silent Auction is being held on Wednesday, 19th September
at 7pm in the Ogilvie Rooms Alyth in aid of Church funds. There
are lots of exciting items to bid for (see separate advert in The
Voice), so please come along and pick up a bargain! Admission
is £5. Kids go free.
Jill Aitchison

60th Wedding Anniversary

Ms. Elizabeth May Byars & Mr. David Mitchell
19th September 1958 at Barony Church, Alyth
Congratulations and love from all your family.
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VICTORIA STREET, ALYTH
01828 633660

WWW.SCAUTOSERVICES.ORG.UK
Now an authorised Terraclean technician, contact today to find out
what it can do for you, prices start from £79!

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments

Greatly improves fuel economy

(please phone by 9.30am)
•
•

Noticeably improved vehicle performance
Improves engine response
Considerably lower emissions

Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry
Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life
with Terraclean carbon removal
Gives immediate drive-away results
– book now to feel the difference instantly!

Northlands Nursing Home

"Specialising in Elderly Nursing care
and Dementia"
FAMILY OWNED - “WE REALLY CARE”
•
•
•
•
•

Highly qualified stable staff team
2 registered nurses on duty 24 hrs a day
Home cooked choice of meals
Secure gardens
Some fully funded places available

Shirley Law (RGN Manager)
01250 876790
for further information or to arrange a visit.
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J & J HOWE
30 Reform St. Blairgowrie
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Still continuing our high quality

REMOVALS and STORAGE
Complete removal service

Where your smile is important

Local and Long distance
Specialist to the Islands
Large containerized storage warehouse
Get free quote for your removal

General Dentistry
Dental Hygiene
Crowns & Bridges
Cosmetics
Veneers
Whitening

AUCTIONS and VALUATIONS
We now work with several other auction company's but
still provide,
House Clearances
Goods taken to Auction
Disposal Service
Valuations
Pre-sale Advice given

Our aim is to provide a preventative
approach to dentistry, where we will
cater for the needs of the whole family.
We are a modern dental practice,
offering high quality dental care to Alyth
and the surrounding area.

01828 633313
REGULAR HOURS

VISIT OUR INTERIOR SHOP

Mon - Tues
9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday Late Night 9:00am - 7:00pm
Thursday & Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday
By arrangement only

We sell and fit carpets, cushionfloor, blinds and curtains.
For further details of all these services phone 01250
872361 or email matt@jjhowe.co.uk
www.jjhowe.co.uk

info@alythdental.co.uk

TRY THE NEW, REFRESHING APPROACH TO
ACCOUNTANCY. WE OFFER:
• A full range of accountancy and taxation services for all
businesses and individuals
• A friendly and flexible service tailored to suit your needs
• Evening and weekend meetings to fit around you and your
business
• Value for money fees and flexible monthly payment plans
• Free initial consultations to discuss what we can do for you

For more information please feel free to contact us on:
Telephone: 01828634285/07971283491
E mail: enquiries@kwgaccountancy.co.uk
KWG Accountancy Ltd, Fionnadh, St Ninians Road,
Alyth, PH11 8AR
www.kwgaccountancy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/KWGAccountancy
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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So the first Garden Competition in six years has taken place and, by the time you
read this, the winners will have been presented with their prizes. The winners
were—
Large garden---Leslie O’Donnell
Medium garden---Alison McGill
Small garden---Marguerite McKenzie
Small border---Margaret Aitchison
Single exhibit---Margaret Aitchison
Container---W Mollison
Hanging basket---Margaret Aitchison
Best overall---Peggy Frowley
Congratulations to the winners but also to all who entered.
Well done!
We will have the competition again next year.
The project to redevelop the burn side is progressing. The estimated cost has
come out at the breathtaking total of £125,000—dig out bamboo, pour in hardcore,
lay paving identical to the Square, replace kerbing, realign small sections of the
road, install railings, buy benches and planters, etc., etc. Fund raising is top priority and will take many months. Alyth in Bloom
will be raising funds locally by holding a Family Fun Day on the burn side on September 29th (see separate ad. in this Voice)--BBQ, candy floss, duck race down the burn—assuming there will be water in the burn—car boot sale and, of course, laying
out all the 20p’s that we are collecting. Please come and join us, should be fun.
On October 24th there will be a Fashion Show by Thrifty One with the proceeds being split between Alyth in Bloom and Airlie
Street Hall. Put the date in your diaries. (see separate ad. in this Voice---more next issue)
While all this has been going on, what else have we been doing?
One word comes to mind---watering! We have had the longest, warmest spell of dry weather for many a year, great for the
suntan; a challenge for plants, particularly those in containers.
As you read this, the regeneration of the Market Square should be well underway. Alyth in Bloom has moved the planters
from the Square to sites close by, but not affected by the works. The planted bed at the end of the car park in the Square will
disappear and the plants have been relocated to the 5-roads roundabout-–much admired.
We want to make the entrances to Alyth as attractive as possible so you will see our yellow hi-vis vests frequently working at
the T-junction and the 5-roads roundabout. It’ll take time, but we’ll get there. The old, rotting wooden bench at the T-junction
has been replaced by a new one, still dedicated to “Jimmie Gibb, one of Alyth’s characters, who walked this way”. At the time
of writing, we don’t know whom to thank for this bench, but thanks anyway (see photo).
Work has begun to tidy up a plot of ground at the corner of Toutie Street and the High Street and we’re thinking how we can
make Mill Street Park a bit brighter, more welcoming and attractive.
As ever, we have more ideas and work than time to do it. We are a very informal group, who have fun while making a
difference. Like to join us? No need to commit to coming every time we go out; come when you can or want to.
Contact us on--www.alythinbloom.org

www.facebook.com/alythbloom
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Interview with: Sir Ian Grant CBE DL
by Kevin Coe

Sir Ian Grant has seen many of the world’s great sights in
a long and illustrious career, but Strathmore has for him
never lost its unique charm and beauty.
“Whenever I came back from an overseas trip, no matter
where I’d been, I would get to the top of the hill above
Burrelton on the drive home from the airport to Alyth, and
that view of Strathmore always seemed like the best sight
I’d seen since I left,” he says.
The Grants are a a long-established local family, and Ian
grew up at Easter Rattray and the Thorn, where his father
farmed both arable and livestock. He attended Rattray
Primary School and Strathallan School but was
determined to get into farming. Leaving school at 16, he
spent a year as a “mud student” on an arable and
livestock farm near Kelso, turning his hand to anything and
everything needing done on a farm. He then completed a
diploma at Edinburgh College of Agriculture before starting
work on his father’s farm in 1964.
A couple of years later, at the Young Farmers’ Club, he
met Eileen, a teacher at Rattray Primary School who grew
up in Elgin where her father worked for an agricultural
supplies company. They married in 1968 and set up
home at the Thorn where they stayed for 25 years, with
Ian taking over the farm when his father passed away in
1974.
Ian was active in the National Farmers Union (NFU) from
early on, eventually becoming chairman of the local
branch. In 1981, he became vice-president of NFU
Scotland and then in 1984 was elected president, a post he held for six years.
He was very active in representing Scottish farming at the UK and European levels during a time when it was facing huge
challenges. As well adjusting to the UK’s membership of the European Union and its Common Agricultural Policy, there
were also challenges such as media scare stories about food safety, or the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in 1986 which spread
radioactive fallout across much of western Europe including many Scottish hill-farms. He also served as a director of NFU
Mutual Insurance, and East of Scotland Farmers, as well as chairing the Grains Committee of the International Federation of
Agricultural Producers.
“I did a lot of travelling throughout Britain and overseas,” says Ian, “but with Eileen running the day-to-day farm
administration, in between her work with the Girl Guides and her charity work, and with two excellent employees we
managed to keep it going successfully. Fortunately, Alyth is very central for travelling all over Scotland, and you can also
get to an international airport very quickly.”
After stepping down as NFU president, Ian was invited to join the boards of the Clydesdale Bank, Scottish Hydro-Electric
(now SSE), and the Scottish Tourist Board. But by the early 1990s, he was finding it increasingly demanding to serve on
these boards during the week while also trying to manage the administration and paperwork of the farm at the weekends
“Our three daughters had chosen careers outside farming, so in 1993 we decided to give up the Thorn and move to the
house in Alyth where we’ve lived ever since,” he recalls. “I’d known Alyth all my life and we had lived on the edge of the
town for 25 years, so we just moved a mile and a half and we have absolutely no qualms that it was the right decision.
“One of the great benefits of Alyth is the number of highly-skilled tradesmen we have in the town. Our new home needed
quite a lot of work - new central heating system, new double-glazing throughout and a lot of other things. Everyone pitched
in and we got all the work done in just a few months!”
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Giving up farming didn’t mean retirement by any stretch of the imagination. Ian served terms as deputy chairman of SSE,
chairman of the Scottish Tourist Board and chairman of the Cairngorms Partnership. In 1996, he became the sole Scottish
Commissioner of the Crown Estate, which manages land and property all over the country on behalf of the UK Government,
and in 2002 he was elected chairman, a role he held until 2009. The following year, he was knighted for his services.
Earlier, in 1998, he had joined the board of the Scottish Exhibition Centre, becoming chairman in 2002. “That was
interesting,” Ian recalls, “because in 2008 just as we were preparing to build what is now the Hydro Arena, the financial
crisis hit and we had a challenging time finding new ways to finance the building, but we managed it and after Rod Stewart
played the inaugural concert there in 2013 I was able to step down.”
Ian also served as a Trustee of the Castle of Mey - the late Queen Mother’s home - for eight years, stepping down just this
summer. He maintains his connections with farming through his Fellowship of the Royal Agricultural Society and as a
member of the executive committee of the Royal Highland Show.
Away from work, Ian’s great passion is his garden, and he also enjoys walking and hillwalking. And with six grandchildren
ranging from 16 all the way down to six, he and Eileen have plenty to keep them busy - not least when the entire family
gathered in Alyth this July to celebrate Ian and Eileen’s Golden Wedding.
“Even after 25 years living in Alyth, I’m still amazed and proud of the wonderful community spirit in the town, which I have
found unsurpassed wherever I’ve been in the world. It’s no wonder that I’ve always looked forward so much to coming
home after my travels.”

Strathmore Cycle Network
Public Meetings
The Strathmore Cycle Network is a £1.6M project designed to link the three towns of Alyth, Blairgowrie/Rattray and Coupar Angus
through safe and direct walking/cycling routes. So far nearly £500,000 has been raised and is being invested in development of
the routes.
You are invited to attend Public Meetings to discuss the next stage of the Strathmore Cycle Network - the route linking Coupar
Angus to Blairgowrie.
Two meetings will be held, one in Coupar Angus to discuss the new route from the town to the Bendochy crossroads and one in
Blairgowrie to consider the wider impact of the route on the townspeople of Blair.
The Coupar Angus meeting will be held in the Coupar Angus Cycle Hub (the old Strathmore Bowling Club)
at 7.30pm on 4 September.
The Blairgowrie meeting will be held at 1 Upper Alan Street (opposite the Royal Hotel car park),
at 7.00pm on 5 September.
Please come along to one or both of the meetings and let us know your views. We look forward to seeing you there!
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Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 19th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

These can be found in:
Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Solutions
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation

Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Printed for Alyth Voice by Blair Copy Shop
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