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INFORMATION
PLEASE REMEMBER all articles and adverts
you wish placed in the Voice need to arrive with
us no later than the 14th of the month.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly magazine,
managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER

Welcome to the August issue of the Alyth Voice!
As I write, we’ve just been enjoying a spell of warm sunshine and light breezes - summer is definitely
here! Let’s hope there’s more to come over the next few weeks and beyond. Whatever the weather
brings, there are plenty of other positive things to look forward to in Alyth over the coming months.
First and foremost, from the point of view of the town’s appearance, there’s the long-awaited
completion of work on the massive burn-side improvement project along Pittnacree Street. We will
forever be indebted to Alyth in Bloom’s hard work and dedication, ably supported by many other
individuals and groups, for bringing this beautiful vision to reality. Have a stroll down to the Burn and
see for yourself, and read about all the other fantastic work AiB are doing for the town on page 18.
In other news, it’s good to see that serious discussions are under way between the Jubilee Park
Working Group and Perth & Kinross Council following the survey of community opinions and
preferences earlier this year (p14); let’s hope PKC can be persuaded to support Alyth in achieving
real improvement to this vital open space in the town.
We can also look forward to the beginning of the second phase of the Community Action Plan
process sometime in the next few weeks (p14). By the time you read this, the major survey of the
community’s aspirations for the next five years will have been completed and a big Community Event
is being planned at which the road-map for the future will be set out.
There’s also the news that Alyth Development Trust has re-opened its Community Projects Fund for
new applications - see page 14 for the link to bid for your own big project to make Alyth an even
better place in which to live and work, and don’t forget to get your application in before the deadline
of 27 August.
Meanwhile, it’s great to see further evidence of Alyth returning to something apporaching normal, with
the young people of AYP (p28) and the Scouts (p23) getting out and about, as well as the Alyth
Walkers getting back on the trail and Alyth Coffee Cycle getting back in the saddle (p17).
It all shows the resilience of our wee town and the determination not to let our small size hold us back
from making Alyth the best it can be.
Finally, many thanks to Ron McGill for another beautiful front cover and also to Alyth Photographic
Club for some lovely illustrations in this issue. We love to see pictures from the community and we
always try to print them when we can. I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Ailsa
Bruce to the Voice team to help with the layouts and design - if you can spare an hour or two each
month to help us out we’d love to hear from you!
So that’s your August issue of the Voice - we all hope you enjoy it! In the meantime, stay well and
stay safe and keep following the official advice, and we look forward to seeing you again for our
September issue.

Kevin Coe
Editor

Cover image courtesy of Ron McGill - "Waterfall at Little Bamff"
Alyth coat of arms by Jack Ryan Morris - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=106684807
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632754

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Alyth Samaritan Cars (patient transport service)

07599 220045

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

JUNE

NOTICE
All Saturday coffee mornings
still cancelled till further notice
We apologise for any
inconvenience caused.

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
NHS24 (Out of Hours):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Perth & Kinross School Holidays

CORONAVIRUS—COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following symptoms:
fever, dry cough, shortness of breath,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY

HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

RETURNING

Easter

1 April (Thu)

19 April (Mon)

May Day

31 April (Fri)

4 May (Tue)

Summer

24 June (Thu)

18 August (Wed)

October

8 October (Fri)

25 October (Mon)

In-Service

10 November (Wed)

15 November (Mon)

Christmas

22 December (Wed) 6 January 2022 (Thu)

Please call NHS24 on 111
You can find the most up to date information about
Coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot

AUGUST
MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

TILING AND PLASTERING
SERVICES
Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work
All work carried out by fully
qualified Professionals and
Finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

JOHN A McINTOSH

•
•
•
•
•

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

TOSH TILING SERVICES
For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk
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GAME SQUARE
Monthly puzzle

This month’s puzzle challenges you to arrange strips of
letters in a particular order to reveal the answers to two
riddles. Each vertical strip of letters is fixed and
shouldn’t be altered. You have to arrange the strips in
the shape until the orange section reveals the answer.
Only one riddle answer is needed to actually solve it but
the second one makes it easier.
I have keys, but no locks.
I have space, and no rooms.
You can enter, but you cannot go outside.
What am I?
On a cable or under your table,
under your finger or under your feet
they disappear quick or move and click.
What am I?
The answer to last month's puzzle was "Games trove”.
Game Square meets every Thursday at 6pm for 'Inside
Out' events next to Café in the Square, playing games
such as Dungeons and Dragons, Mario Kart and
Exploding Kittens. Whether you're a seasoned player or
would just like to give it a go, everyone is welcome!
Find out more on our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/GameSquareAlyth
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Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
Stewart MacDonald

**HAIRDRESSER**
59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Telephone 01828 632 995

Gi� Vouchers Available

E.C.A. Registered and Approved

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome
TEMPORARY BUSINESS HOURS
(Due to COVID restrictions)

Monday - closed
Tues to Sat - 4.30pm till 9.00pm
Sunday - 4.30pm till 8.00pm

Deliveries available

Keep body and mind active
Anyone interested in joining this
friendly group please phone

01575 560274

Photo courtesy of Alyth
Photographic Club:
“Fountain, Granada, Spain”
6

Photo courtesy of Alyth Photographic Club

Don’t lose your voice - Alyth residents urged to check their voter registration details are up
to date
Alyth residents are being warned not to lose their voice on decisions that affect them by making sure their electoral registration
details are up to date.
With Scottish local government elections taking place in May 2022, this is an important opportunity for residents to make sure they
can take part.
The Electoral Registration Officer will be getting in touch with every household to check that the electoral register is up to date, and
to identify any residents who should be registered but are currently missing. With all nationalities now able to vote in Scottish
Parliament and council elections, this will be an important opportunity to ensure these new voters can get onto the electoral register
before next year’s Scottish Parliament election.
Emails are being sent to some households now asking for a householder to confirm that the information held about the registered
electors in the property is correct, or to provide information about any changes, such as people moving in or out of the property or
about anyone now reaching 14 years or over.
For those households who do not reply to the email, or who have not supplied an email address to the Electoral Registration
Officer, a letter will be sent in August.
For the majority of households, if the details held on the register of electors are correct then they do not need to reply but there are
instructions on how they may provide details of any changes.
For other households, instructions on how they can confirm the information is correct or how to notify of any changes to electors will
also be provided.
There’s lots of helpful information about registering to vote on our website https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter.”
Any residents who have any questions can contact their local registration team at Angus on 01307 499910 or Perth & Kinross on
01738 630303.

SSE Renewables Drumderg Fund awards £134,521
SSE Renewables has provided its largest annual award for the communities of Alyth and Mount Blair from the Drumderg windfarm
fund. The fund is open to non-profit-making organisations, community groups and charities across the community council areas
and 20 projects were successful in receiving funding in 2020/21. Some of the projects funded in and around Alyth are listed below.
Craig Mullen, SSE Renewables Community Investment Manager said: “The Drumderg Fund continues to make a substantial
difference to the communities of Mount Blair and Alyth. This was especially important in the past year as communities tried to cope
with the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic. We are very thankful to the projects for all their hard work in the area and to the
local community members who sit on the decision-making panel.”
All the funding decisions are made by a decision-making panel of local representatives. The panel welcomes new applications from
local community projects with the next deadline for applications on Monday 2 August 2021. Groups can find out more on how to
apply by visiting the Drumderg Fund pages on the SSE Renewables website or by contacting Craig Mullen on 01738 340621 or at
craig.w.mullen@sse.com
The Drumderg windfarm fund supports not-for-profit groups which support the communities of Alyth and Mount Blair. In the past 10
years it has provided over £1.1 million to community projects. The fund is anticipated to invest an estimated £2.6 million over its
lifetime.

Applicant

Description

Award

Marie Curie

To provide night support to people in Mount
Blair and Alyth

£2,000

30th Perthshire Strathardle Scouts

To deliver scouting activities at home

£2,468

Airlie Street Hall Association

To build a ramp at the village hall

£7,000

Perth & Kinross Countryside Trust

Creation of the Bamff Trails

£12,970

Alyth Community Support Group

Support hub and food bank for community

£4,130

Alyth Golf Club

Junior development project

£5,336

Alyth in Bloom

Alyth burn side improvements shortfall in
funding

£15,000
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WANTED
HIGHLAND WEAR ACCESSORIES
MILITARY UNIFORMS AND GEAR
Private Collector – stays in Alyth.

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

I’m looking for old sporrans, sgian dhu,
dirks, swords, plaid brooches, bu�ons
and belts etc. Also old military stuff.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

I’d be interested in things that need
restoring or upcycling.

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Stuart Neilson
Stuart.neilson62@gmail.com
07716767913

Call Mariya:

07707 877319
for a quote

No job too big or too small!

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

Free Estimates
Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

NHS and Private Prescriptions
Long TermMedication Support
Minor Ailment Service

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Medicine Compliance Aids

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

STRING PLAYERS
WANTED!
Do you play violin, viola, cello or
double bass? Would you be
interested in getting a string
group together purely for the
enjoyment of playing music?
Then please get in touch. I
moved to Alyth just before the
first lockdown and I have really
missed playing music with
others. You don't need to be a
wonderful player (I am certainly
not!), just enthusiastic about
playing. Contact Rosemary:
07875 616468.
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Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

Thrifty One
From the Community, For the Community
Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com

You will all have noticed how beautifully the hanging baskets are coming along (right).
Patryk, our Kickstart Trainee, is chief ‘waterer’. I think you will agree that he is doing a
grand job with this. He has been with us since early May and spoils us by doing all the
heavy work and running around. In return we are giving him work experience and
training. He attended a two-day course at Perth College last month aimed at developing
employability skills for Kickstart trainees. Of course the best training is coming from our
team of volunteers who do a grand job at ‘keeping him right’!
Next time you are in Thrifty One Two
remember to look up! Stewart MacDonald, a
local electrician, very kindly donated his
labour and installed these wonderful light
fittings (left). Thank You Stewart. The idea
was Anne’s (who else!?). It’s a way to display
the many and varied lampshades we have in
stock! So remember the shades may be
hanging up, but they are all for sale! Whilst
on the subject of lighting, we do carry a stock
of random light bulbs, a few wall switches
and sometimes light fittings too. Not to
mention a goodly number of table lamps, just
waiting to fill a dark corner.
As ever, buying second-hand is kind to our
pockets, but more importantly it reduces the need for the manufacture of new
items and associated impact on the environment. Several of our volunteers have
found their own ways to reuse items that come to the shop. For example,
Shellagh makes all our price tags from donated card and thread. Anne C has
made plastic bag
dispensers from tea towels. She is also collecting plates to use
for mosaic crafting. Kirsty made the smock-top at right from
linen clothing and a selection of vintage tray mats. Lynda
transformed a pine sideboard for us into the handsome piece
below.
Last month we were pleased to be able to contribute to the
fundraiser to have a defibrillator installed at the Diamond Jubilee
Park. We also contributed to the costs involved in acquiring and
planting up
wooden
planters
outside the
Town Hall.
This month we are supporting Christmas lights. They are keen to add to
the lights along the Burn, including the willow tree up by the Pack Bridge. It
makes sense to support them now so that this coming Christmas we can
enjoy the town looking lovelier than ever. As always, please do get in
touch if you are a local organisation, group, or charity that needs a little
help with some funding.
Thanks to all those of you who got in touch before bringing donations to the
shop, it has been much appreciated. The flow of donations has settled to
manageable levels now so ringing ahead is no longer necessary. However
we are always happy to discuss your queries about the items you would
like to donate.
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:
• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot
• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,
Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524
Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP
Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

Clinical Aromatherapist
Liz Jenkins - mifpa

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:

01250 876057

Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
…and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning

Hodge Solicitors LLP

The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

01250 874441

Accident
Claims
28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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ACSG News - August 2021
Hello everyone, I hope you are all well. What great weather we have been having. The Pitnacree works along the burnside are
looking great, can't wait to see all its glory this time next year with all the beautiful flowers. A lovely welcoming vision and
memories for all the visitors and locals.
Sandbags: just a little reminder for people who have sandbags to ensure that you have them stored in a safe dry place. We are
looking to get a team of volunteers to help take the overflow of sandbags from the bottom of Johnshill Road and put them into the
pod under the trees near the Square across from the Co-op so there are tidy and sheltered, if you would like to help let us know via
our FB page, acsg@alyth.online or pop into Food for Thought. Have a lovely summer and keep safe.
Dot McKenzie
ACSG Chairperson
Food for Thought is continuing to operate and will be running the DIY Lunch Bags over the summer. Keep in touch on Facebook
or drop into the Hub on Airlie Street.
River Keepers: Amanda Malcolm from the Conservation Volunteers visited Alyth in early July and together with Clare Cooper
(Alyth River Keepers), Darren Gracey (ACSG), and Paul Laidlaw (Scottish Flood Forum), walked from Tullyfergus Bridge to the
centre of the Town discussing where flooding pinch points were. A work plan for the River Keepers and and recruitment schedule
is now in train.

Cateran Trail gets its own Rangers
The Cateran Trail – one of Scotland’s Great Trails – is set to get its
own Rangers to help everyone get the best visitor experience along
the well-loved route.
Working from now until October, the Rangers will provide visitor
support and vital small-scale maintenance and improvements to the Cateran Trail to enhance access for all.
Perth and Kinross Countryside Trust (PKCT), who manage and maintain the Trail, received the funding for the summer posts and
will work closely with the Ranger team from Hushwing Ranger Service – a co-operative of freelance countryside heritage rangers
and creative educators.
The Ranger project aims to deliver accessible improvements to waymarking and signage; path maintenance, clearing and repairs;
adjusting gate hinges; and wall repairs.
Andrew Barrie (below, left), PKCT’s Strategic Routes Officer who manages the Cateran Trail, said:
“Managing all 64 miles of the Cateran Trail is tough work, especially for a small charity like us. So it will make a huge difference to
the Cateran Trail visitor experience having a Ranger team carry out access and maintenance works as well as engaging with the
public to raise awareness of the Scottish Outdoor Access Code and remind them of their rights and their obligations towards the
countryside, like responsible camping. Our Hushwing Rangers will have the opportunity to liaise with local Council Visitor
Management Rangers this summer to provide the best overall service for visitors, land managers and local communities.”
Callum McNeill-Ritchie (below, right), Senior
Countryside Ranger at Hushwing Ranger
Service, commented: “Our team of Rangers
are really looking forward to working on the
Cateran Trail this summer. The picturesque
countryside along the whole route makes it a
great place to work, and the variety of
projects and activities to improve the route
and engage with visitors will certainly keep
us busy. I look forward to meeting people
while out and about and hope they find our
work beneficial to the accessibility and their
appreciation of the route.”
Funding for this Ranger project is coming
from NatureScot’s Better Places Green
Recovery Fund, which aims to help
communities and destinations start or
develop further pro-active visitor
management in “hot spot” locations.
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NOTICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We are so pleased to
announce that OUR
CHURCH will now be open
each Sunday for a service
between 11.00 am and 12
noon for all who wish to
attend.

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
9.30am and 11am
St Stephen’s
Bank Street
Blairgowrie

Masses at St
Luan’s
Alexandra Street
Alyth
10am Thursdays
and Fridays
Any changes will
be notified in the
church newsletter

Please check website
www.ststephensblair.co.uk
Or telephone 01250 872171
To speak to the Parish Priest

Eucharist Service, 11.15am, on the following
Sundays in August:
1st, 8th, 15th,22nd
29th August - Joint Service, 10.30am,
St Anne’s, Coupar Angus
Masks to be worn and social distancing to be
observed.
Further information, see Church noticeboard or
please contact:
Carol Renwick on 01828 640591
Parish website: www.abcsaints.co.uk

Alyth Health Centre
Alyth Health Centre would like to
take this opportunity during the
COVID-19 outbreak to thank all our
patients for contacting us to offer
their services and pass on good
wishes.
To reduce footfall into the premises
as we are open as usual we have
introduced a locked red post box
for repeat prescription orders,
situated on the wall in the main
vestibule entrance.
Thank you

Alyth Library
23 Airlie Street
Tel: 01828 632731

Alyth Library remains closed due to
Government guidelines and social distancing
restric�ons.
A Mobile Library will be in Alyth on
Fridays 1:30pm – 3:30pm
Collect pre-ordered books and drop books off.
Order books online, or by phone 01738
444949
Blairgowrie Library is open for browsing, to collect
pre-ordered books and to drop off books.
Tues: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1900
Wed/Thurs: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1730
Fri: 0830 - 1400
Sat: 0930 – 1300
You can still download free e-books, e-audio books
and e-newspapers online via:

www.culturepk.org.uk

Club Members are currently meeting using
Zoom and planning (COVID-19 restrictions
allowing) to restart fortnightly evening
meetings on
MONDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2021
7.00pm to 9.00pm in the Scout Hall
on Cairnleith Street, Alyth.
th

Club evenings include slideshows of images
taken by members, tutorials by members and
guest speakers, competitions with external
judges, club projects both internal and external.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
COME ALONG AND GIVE US A TRY –
WE ARE ALL TRYING TO LEARN
AND TAKE BETTER PHOTOGRAPHS
For more details contact
Peter at: petermesser47@gmail.com
or David at: david.stanghon@gmail.com
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NOTICES
Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK

Alyth Senior Ci�zens’ Lunch and
Socialising Club

The RBS website is currently saying that the mobile branch service is
paused during the lockdown. The nearest branch is Blairgowrie.

Cally Cra�ers

*NEW ART GROUP*

Meets Thursday a�ernoons in
Bridge of Cally Hall
1.30 to 3.30pm

Interested in joining
a new day-�me

Starts back on 2nd September
Come along with your cra� and
refreshments

art group?
contact Margaret on

A Time to say Thank You
Lunch Club and Commi�ee
Members would like to say thank
you to our Volunteers, present and
past. Thank you for your
commitment, your smiles and your
�me. We miss you and look
forward to when we can meet
again safely.

For more informa�on contact

01828 633083

01828 633083

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club
July 2021
(Draw No. 207)
(Thanks to Elasaidh Mollison)
1st - £50 - No 124 – Elma Kydd
2nd - £30 - No 32 – Derek Todd
3rd - £20 - No 113 – Morag Thomson

You are the heart of the Club.

The 200 Club is a big part of the lights fundraising. Thank
you to everyone for renewing their membership and good
luck with the draws. With lockdown ending soon, we are
hopeful there will be a parade and all the usual festivities
at the lights switch-on this year.

ALYTH COFFEE
CYCLE
We pedal in search of coffee and
cake
every Wednesday morning.
If this sounds like a good idea
please join us.
Meet in Alyth square, 9.30 am.
Find us on Facebook at
The Alyth Coffee Cycle.
phone Pat 07583297408
or just turn up.
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STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on The
Square by The Burn.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Tuesdays at 1.30pm on Square by the Burn
958498 (Walk Leader)
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
632674 (Walk Leader)
Marja & Tom Dalziel
633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 01250 871059 (Walk Leader)
John Eggleston
633965 (Walk Leader)

August update
Community Projects Fund now open for new applications
If you have a local project that would be of benefit to Alyth and its community, help could be at hand! We’ve reopened our
Community Projects Fund offering grants of up to £2,000 for qualifying Big Ideas. Visit our website: http://lovealyth.org.uk/projects/
alyth-community-projects-fund/ for more details and the online application form, or email us at alythdevelopmenttrust@gmail.com
and we’ll send you a copy of the form to print out and fill in. You can return it to the address on our website, but hurry - the deadline
for applications in this round is 27 August. The Fund distributes community benefit funds given to Alyth each year by Temporis Ltd,
operators of the Tullymurdoch Windfarm northeast of Alyth. We’ve distributed around £35,000 to 18 different projects over the last
two years - could your idea be one of the next to receive support? You can read more about these projects on our website at the link
above.
Community Action Plan (CAP)
The big CAP Community Survey ended on 25 July, having received hundreds of comments and suggestions for what Alyth could or
should include in a strategic action plan for the next five years. The CAP Steering Group, comprising members of ADT along with
Alyth Community Support Group and other bodies and individuals in the town, is now considering all responses to help create a
detailed plan identifying the main priorities for development in Alyth. Ultimately, this will help local groups to secure funding and
support for the main projects and developments that people would like to see. It will help identify priorities for the use of community
benefit funds. It will also be the basis for the community making representation and working in partnership with other agencies and
service providers. The Steering Group plans to present the survey findings at a community event and exhibition in the autumn - look
out for more details coming soon.
Update on Jubilee Park
Following the very positive response to the Community Survey on how to start upgrading Jubilee Park, the Working Group has now
begun discussions with Perth & Kinross Council (who own and manage the Park on behalf of the community of Alyth) on what can
be done in the Park, what sort of timescale is feasible and, of course, how it could be funded. By the time you reade this, the
Working Group will have held a site meeting with PKC’s ‘Greenspace’ team to discuss the first major project - a wheelchair and
buggy-friendly path around the perimeter.
AGM on 16 September - save the date!
We have provisionally scheduled our 2021 AGM for Thursday 16 September. With luck and a following wind, this should be 'in the
flesh' in a venue to be confirmed in Alyth, but we are looking into the possibility of live-streaming it as well for those unable to join in
person. Stay tuned for more details, and don't forget you can read the minutes of our board meetings and much more on our
website.
Call for more directors
Would you like to join us as a director of ADT. We work hard to promote the social, environmental and economic wellbeing of the
Alyth community. But we could be doing so much more. Could you help us by joining our board? Find out more at lovealyth.org.uk
or email alythdevelopmenttrust@gmail.com

Scottish Government Volunteer Support Fund: This fund is targeted towards
organisations in Scotland with an annual income of under £250,000 to enable Scotland's
small to medium sized third sector organisations to recruit additional volunteers to
contribute towards delivering a new volunteering project or extending/expanding an
existing one, and improve how volunteers are supported in their role.
Fund closes 27th August. Find out more here:
https://www.impactfundingpartners.com/open-applications/volunteering-support-fund-2021-24
Free Rural Enterprise Directory Scotland (REDS) Listing: Eligible small businesses in rural Scotland can now be listed on the
REDS directory and sign up for the REDS gift card scheme at no charge. Find out how to make your businesses more discoverable
and help potential customers shop with you here: https://www.reds.scot/join
STERG Scenario Planning Toolkit: The purpose of this toolkit from the Scottish Tourism Emergency Response Group is to help
businesses to plan, to work to address the many different challenges they're likely to face through 2021, and to help steer those
businesses out through to the other side of the COVID-19 pandemic. Take a look here: https://www.visitscotland.org/binaries/content/
assets/dot-org/pdf/supporting-your-business/sterg/scenario-planning-toolkit.pdf
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New helping benches at the
Memorial Corner
Following on from our Chatter and Natter tables,
we were made aware of another fantastic
concept in the form of colourful benches to offer
any help, a listening ear or friendship to anyone
who may be in need, both young or old.

If you see someone sat alone please give them a few minutes of your time, just
to say hello. A friendly face and a smile could just be what's needed!
These beautifully coloured benches have been created so anyone can use them
by William Fraser and family in memory of their son Graham. Cafe in the Square
along with Boab and Lesley Kydd were delighted to purchase two benches for
the community of Alyth.
“We just want people to sit down on benches and talk again — that’s how simple
it is." - William Fraser creator of these benches and founder of the charity The
Why? Foundation.
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MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Alyth Coffee Cycle back in the saddle
There were long periods in the last year and a half when the Alyth Coffee Cycle
could not meet at all. With easing of restrictions however we are back in the saddle
and have added a few new destinations to our repertoire.
For the summer solstice we celebrated in style by pedalling up to Glenisla Hotel for
lunch. Some of us peched a bit up the hills, but 'what goes up must come down'
and there were some glorious downhills.
Another expedition took us out to Murthly.
On a picture perfect day when the sun shone and barely a cloud was in the sky we
pedalled out to Bradystone Garden (only open on Thursdays). A delightful
courtyard garden we saw it at its best in glorious sunshine and then enjoyed the
perfect lunch spot at Uisge.
If any of this sounds appealing please join us on a Wednesday morning 9.30 in
Alyth Square. All you need is a bicycle and a quest for coffee and cake.

ALYTH AND DISTRICT
PATIENT TRANSPORT
SERVICE
(Alyth Samaritan Cars)
Change of contact telephone number:
Please note that all requests for patient
transport should now be made by phoning
07599 220045. This phone is monitored
during working hours Monday to Friday.
You may be asked to leave a message.

Alyth Walkers - Where white tailed eagles soar
Starting from Freuchies car park, a steady climb took the group within sight of
Glenmarkie Lodge, where we took the Glen Prosen track up through the trees to join
the track to Cairn Daunie. A lunch stop before reaching the top afforded a view back
to Backwater and as far as the Lomonds of Fife. Unfortunately no eagles spotted.
Leaving the track we headed west across rough ground to join the track to Glen
Finlet, where the group headed south to pass behind Glenmarkie Lodge and retrace
the outward route back to the car park.

Transport during the Covid pandemic:
A reduced number of drivers is currently
available and all are conversant with Covid
regulations and recommendations for
transporting clients. Please be guided by
the driver.
Additional drivers required:
We welcome contact from anyone
interested in volunteering for this very
worthwhile local service. Please phone the
Co-ordinator on the above mobile number
or email the Secretary on
m.c.duffy@mirrenjones.co.uk for more
details. Your commitment would typically
be to take patients to a local hospital once
or twice a month.
Secretary/Treasurer retiral:
We are looking to recruit a Secretary and
Treasurer (or one person to combine the
posts as is currently done). The Secretary
does admin for quarterly meetings and
occasional correspondence.
The Treasurer role requires approximately
one half-day per month, plus preparation of
simple annual accounts. The outgoing
person will be on hand for advice and
support as required.
Marion Duffy, Secretary/Treasurer
SCIO no. SC047210
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Alyth in Bloom - weeds, works and war memorials
Now is the season for weeding, dead-heading and tidying, and that's what's been going on. Why is it that weeds grow so fast?
Anyway, the planters are starting to show their colours and will
look even better as the summer progresses.
However, we are already talking about plants and bulbs for the
autumn! More bulbs should make for an impressive display in the
Spring.

Alyth in Bloom members had cleared the bed behind the Boer
War memorial, then azaleas and heathers were purchased, using
money from PKC, and on a lovely July morning these were
planted with help from AYP members Amelie Rhind and Jake
Murray.
A big ‘Thank-you' to both of them!. It is intended to plant more
shrubs once the roots of the old rhododendrons have been
removed.
As you may have seen, there is now an Information Board sited
in Toutie Street Community Garden, giving a history of that part
of Alyth.
Many thanks to everyone who has helped achieve this - Sandy
and Linda Martin for designing the board, Graham Davidson for
producing the board and Alan Strachan for erecting it.
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Finally the burn-side - the end of hard landscaping
is in sight! Railings are up the full length, trees are
planted, just some paving to be completed, which
hopefully will be done by the time of reading. The
block-paving ordered was the exact specification
of that on the Square so should mellow to the
same colours over time. A group of six members
of various groups from Alyth walked the length of
the works to decide where planters, benches, an
information board, a listening post and a sculpture
could be placed after all work is complete. The
end result should be attractive and interesting to
residents and visitors alike.

open

☑ SCENIC LOCATION
☑ FUNCTIONSUITE
☑ HEATEDOUTDOORAREA
☑ DOGFRIENDLY
OPEN EVERYDAY

Conferences Parties Weddings Funerals

01828629141
“We use only the finest locally sourced ingredients”
19

NEW NHS & PRIVATE
PATIENTS WELCOME

WE ARE REGISTERING NEW NHS, PRIVATE &
MEMBERSHIP PLAN PATIENTS ACROSS ALL
OUR 5 PRACTICES IN PITLOCHRY, DUNKELD,
CRIEFF, AUCHTERARDER AND ALYTH.
MEET THE INFINITYBLU ALYTH TEAM...

Lorne Brockbank BDS

Keira Reid BDS

Amy Anderson BDS

Call us on 0333 305 0886 to discuss your options
PITLOCHRY

I

AUCHTERARDER

I

DUNKELD

I

CRIEFF

I

ALYTH

...or
us online
www.infinitybludental.co.uk
Forvisit
further
details
visit www.infinitybludental.co.uk
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A world around our feet
Drought then rain: a summer downpour is a key for mushroom growth. I smelt my first stinkhorn of the season recently and have
noticed one or two panther cap lookalikes. Parachute mushrooms are once again sprinkling themselves over the floor of the Tay
Bridge Wood. There are a great many species of these mushrooms. Mostly they are decomposers whose part in nature is the vital
task of recycling leaves, needles and twigs.
Moths are another thing. What was it my visitor with the moth trap told me? There are 2,000 different species of micro-moth in the
British Isles. What about the macro-moths? Well, that’s easy: look it up on Google. 900 is the answer.
Stirling University has been able to get funding for a PhD student to study moths at Bamff. I met Patrick, the successful candidate,
recently while out and about. He asked me to show him places to see beavers, so we set off together.
We had taken but a few steps when Patrick pointed out a small dark object clamped to a grass stem. ‘A chimney sweeper moth’, he
said, and added: ‘The caterpillar’s favourite food plant is pignut’. We walked on and I said, ‘I find the names of moths fascinating:
take the embroidered footman’.
‘I have seen a red-necked footman here’, Patrick replied. ‘The caterpillars feed on lichen, and so are an indication of air quality
because, as you will remember, some lichens can flourish only where the air is free of pollution.’ We walked on. A few hundred
yards later, Patrick exclaimed ‘Look: a red-necked footman!’ I looked, and there it was: dark body and red neck, clinging to a grass
stem. ‘Come round this way and you will see that it has a yellow abdomen’. I moved round and looked. There was the yellow belly:
the yellow waistcoat that accompanied the red-necked footman’s uniform of black tailcoat. Once common in the British Isles only in
the south-west of England, the species is spreading north with the changing climate.
Some days later, walking along the Burnieshead path, I noticed a bumblebee, sitting on a raspberry leaf. Was it a bumblebee,
though? The wings were wrong and the eyes looked like flies’ eyes. Could it be a bee fly or something else masquerading as a
bumblebee? I took a photograph. A quick search online told me that it wasn’t a bee fly. These have a long proboscis sticking out at
the front, and my photograph showed nothing like that. Looking at another website, I saw a photo of my beast: it was a hover-fly.
Could it be Volucella bombylans? I described it to my visitor with the moth trap. Definitely V. bombylans, he assured me. It is well
known among those hover-flies that mimic bees, and is both common and widespread. Later, I wondered what the advantage could
be of evolving into a fly that looked like a bee if you lived in a country where bee eaters lived.
Paul Ramsay

ALYTH GOLF CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Community Benefits in
Perth and Kinross

An outstanding weekend of golf at Alyth Golf
Club saw both the Ladies and Gents play in
their respective Club Championships.
Excellent dry conditions, along with a
beautifully manicured course, led to some
wonderful quality golf and some low scoring
on this tricky local course. The signature hole
- the 5th - as always caused a challenge for
some, but all of the ladies and gents battled on
to produce some great scoring and results.

Did you know, as part of Perth &
Kinross Council's commitment to
sustainable procurement, third
sector organisations can request
donated goods or services from
suppliers? Businesses that
successfully tender work from the
council are asked to fulfil a
Community Benefit wish as part of
their contract, which is chosen from
a range of requests put forth by
organisations in need. This could
include new equipment, paint or
decorating services for a community
hall, or labour to complete a project
(please note organisations can not
apply for money towards wages etc).

Shona Leighton, Eileen Houston and Linda
Scott came out on top of the three Ladies
Competitions. Craig Feret and Glen Davies
were winners in the two Gents Competitions.
The winners of each contest proudly displayed
their trophies by the 18th green.

Left to right: Linda Scott, Shona Leighton
and Eileen Houston

Derek Balloch
Alyth Golf Club
Ladies Results
Scratch Club Champion - Shona Leighton
Runner Up - Maggie Bruce
Bronze Scratch Champion - Eileen Houston
Runner Up - Susan Ledger
Handicap Champion - Linda Scott
Runner Up - Isobel Wilkie

Watch the short case study video
from PKC here: https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=A_QER18afKA and apply
here: https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/
18613/Sustainable-procurementand-community-benefits.

Gents Results
Scratch Club Championship - Craig Feret
Runner Up - Alan McLean
Handicap Champion – Glenn Davies
Runner Up – Graeme Raeburn

Top tip: Aim to request longer term
items or labour instead of urgent
goods or services, as wish fulfilment
can take months to be processed
depending on the length of contract
tendered.

Left to right: Glenn Davies & Craig Feret
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Pet Care Services

This may be an opportune time to consider your branding
and company exposure. Are you being seen? A change of
design, colours or font can instantly gain more exposure as
your new look gains interest. Sometimes a minor change
makes a huge impact!

07933 705 476
01828 633 998
Based in Alyth
gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com

•

•
•

•
•

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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Alyth Scouts - pop-up tents, barbecues and coracles
Our latest acquisition has been the purchase of a pop-up toilet tent. I rather think this was acquired by the
Explorer Scouts, but we found good use for it at outdoor meetings – so we sorta “borrowed” it. From
previous experience with pop-up tents, it’s one thing getting them to pop up – it’s quite another matter
getting them to pop down. And so it was with a little trepidation that Patrick and I took said item out of its
cover and slowly allowed it to pitch itself. Instead of popping up – this beast EXPLODED and practically
knocked us over – so much for our cunning plan. But now the time arrived when the beast had to be
brought down and believe you me it looked a mighty small bag to try and get this into. After several gallant
but unproductive attempts, we had to follow the saying “When all else fails – look at the instructions “ and
there on the bag was a series of diagrams to achieve this objective. Maybe it’s me, but the diagrams didn’t
look quite like what was in front of me. Consequently after even more futile manoeuvres, the beast gave up and it acquired both
shape and size to fit the bag. How we achieved this still baffles me, but next time I will have to get someone else to put it up and
see how they get on!
Our meetings came to a close for the summer
holidays with a barbecue for the Scouts. In
some circles, a barbecue takes the form of an
outdoor meal which closely adheres to
civilised devices such as charcoal or gas
appliances and a variety of side dishes to
enhance the proceedings. Not so Alyth
Scouts, whose main concern was hunger.
Such an incentive creates an enthusiasm for
the project that will overcome minor details like
smoke and wood ash covering the ingredients.
Maybe we did not acquire cordon-bleu
standards (more like cordon noir), but the
Scouts had a great time and left little in the
way of surplus stores to tidy up!
The Explorer Scouts with the guidance of Jane Wilkinson, have embarked on the production of two willow coracles. Such a
considerable amount of work and preparation is required to achieve this and I look forward to the finished article. The effort gone
into this already is enormous – more power to your elbow
Now it’s not that I’m deaf, but I can safely report that the Scouts don’t speak so clearly as they used to. Fortunately there is usually
a Leader who is obviously standing nearer to them who
can answer their questions. And when running games,
the Scouts move so much quicker than they used to,
so I have to use my secret weapon – our Young
Leaders who can chivvy them up. Another aspect that
I have experienced is that the rain is so much wetter
and colder than it used to be. So, in short, we are
looking for an enthusiastic individual who can take over
the running of the Scout Troop. Don’t worry, no-one is
going to drop anyone in it, you will be joining a team
who will provide close support. Please consider this
challenge and get in touch with either myself or
Norman West and we will guide you through it.
Ron Kirkpatrick

23

continued overleaf

Helping to ‘rewild’ the glorious
Alyth countryside
There are still opportunities to help with the
exciting ‘rewilding’ project at Bamff, returning
part of Alyth’s beautiful countryside to its former
natural glory. For those who don't know
rewilding is a specific form of environmental,
ecosystem-based conservation. The goal is to
return land to its previously wild and natural
state, introducing native plants, trees and
management techniques to encourage natural
ecosystems regeneration. This is great for
biodiversity of both plants and animals. It can
create habitats for native animal species and
havens for bees and other pollinators who are
currently suffering huge declines. Rewilding can
also include deliberate reintroduction of scarce
species, such as Bamff’s famous beavers.
On 28 August, Bamff are holding a Bug Hunt to
identify and record the many different species of
insect and other invertebrates that live on the land. This helps to build up a profile of how the project is improving the ecosystems’
richness over time. Book your tickets at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/big-bamff-bug-hunt-tickets-151090049405
On 18 September, there’s going to be a Tree-Measuring Day recording the species and diameter of sample trees and taking a
fixed-point photograph of each one. This is an important aspect of the baseline carbon survey for the rewinding project,
determining how much carbon Bamff Wildand could sequester and helping to monitor the land’s carbon cycle for the coming years.
No special skills needed! Book your tickets for this event at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bamff-tree-measuring-daytickets-164128158741
These events are great for anyone who is interested in caring for nature and our local environment or with a keen interest in
biology, conservation or rewilding. The events are family friendly so if you have a young budding zoologist at home bring them
along. Maybe we'll inspire the next David Attenborough, or awaken your inner Michaela Strachan!
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As of Tuesday 15th June 2021 we
will be located in
22 Commercial Street, Alyth
(next to the dentist)
Receive 10% OFF when you bring
along this advert with you!!!!
We look forward to welcoming you
to our new shop!!!
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Alyth Community Council
The ACC held a meeting on 8 July at which all Councillors were present.
th

Points discussed included the following:
It was understood that Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) had made available funds for renovating and improving shop fronts. The ACC
would look into this and hopefully be able to inform shop owners how to apply. We all know there are a couple of shops that would
benefit from some improvement.
We are happy to report that the temporary speed limit signs have been corrected and the town is basically ALL 20mph. Let’s hope
that drivers adhere to the limit. The ACC have asked PKC to proceed with making the limits permanent.
We were pleased to hear that businesses in Alyth have been asked to quote for some of the works in rebuilding the fire-damaged
building in Airlie Street. Here’s hoping the work starts soon!
There is some concern about public toilets in Alyth and the lack of. We understand that it is possible to use the Café in the Square
and the Alyth Hotel. With the present government restrictions we understand the difficulties these cause to visitors.
The Councillors were very disappointed to hear that no action had, as yet, been taken against the lady who allows her dogs to run
free and does not pick up after them, These are the dogs that killed the ducklings and the valuable chickens.
The ACC have been informed by PKC that it is unlikely that CCTV would be allowed within the town.
The Community Action Plan group needs YOUR HELP. The ACC hopes that Voice readers will complete the questionnaire about the
town. Your views are important and can help decide how the town can go ahead in the future.
The plans for a path round the Jubilee Park have progressed and the plans are with PKC for their views.
The ACC are ashamed of the entrance to the Alyth Primary School. The size of the weed growth is an embarrassment when we think
of the superb work carried out by Alyth in Bloom. The ACC have asked that PKC change the entrance to grass. This would be
cheaper to maintain, look better and can be cut along with the rest of the grass round the entrance,
The ACC were pleased to see works being carried out to the old Chinese take away in Airlie Street,
Also that SSE have works ongoing at the Hallyards. This will eventually help prevent power outages within the town. The Contractors
and SSE wish to help the Alyth Community in some way and we will keep you informed how.
Microgrants are available for Groups within the town needing financial help. Applications can be made through any Councillors and by
contacting the Chairman by email at acc@gmail.com.
A Councillor asked if it was possible to have a Tourist Information Centre in the Town. A great idea. The ACC will look into a location
and assess the feasibility of having one and how it would be run.
Alyth in Bloom intend to have an official opening of the Community Garden at the top of Toutie Street. The ACC congratulate them on
the fantastic work they have done to clean up an eye sore and produce another benefit for the town. Well done the volunteers.

Extra help for local social enterprises
The Scottish Government launched a three year action plan in March
2021 to deliver the Scottish Social Enterprise Strategy. The focus is to
raise the profile of social enterprise with not only potential customers, but
with public sector and those that may wish to benefit from your social or
environmental work. GrowBiz is making available resources to give the
P&K group a presence, and supporting the individual social enterprises.
The PK SE Group membership is open to third sector organisations that
are operating as a social enterprise or those that are developing one. The benefits will include a web page entry, access to
a members only blog site, events and also a chance to feature in future news stories. Membership is free to the individual
organisations and we hope that this will encourage everyone to sign up and give a stronger voice and more visibility to the sector in
Perth and Kinross. Membership applications can be submitted through a simple online form. Click here to find out more: https://
mcusercontent.com/aeb345708ece247fe3eb5770b/files/6e5c617d-43fc-52f3-cff2-be202ce76e53/
Social_Enterprise_application_info.pdf
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WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATVʼsand Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshopfacilities
Onsite service available
Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on
07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

www.weemachines.co.uk

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
7 Market Square
Alyth
01828 958040

• wills & executries • employment law

Coffee - Meals - Take-away - Ice-cream

With ample parking in front of the café and our
Outdoor seating (where dogs are welcome to enjoy a
cool drink too!), we really have all you can wish for
right here at Café in the Square, including:
Barista coffee, speciality teas, milkshakes,
ice-cold drinks & ice-cream.
Homemade soup & freshly prepared meals, salad bar
and yummy cakes, pancakes, traybakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby change.
We even offer free WiFi and USB charging points!

• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consulta�on
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

*KidsZone now re-open!*

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor

(subject to tier levels)

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES

Open Mon - Fri 9-4 & Sat 10-4
Closed Sunday

All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

Make the most of our extended sale on locally
manufactured blinds!
Visit Howes Interiors, Reform street, Blairgowrie
to browse our range of blinds, curtains and flooring.

f
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THE ISLA PARISHES
August normally arrives with all the excitement of a new school term
and the expectation that various autumn programmes will soon be
up and running. Schools, churches, clubs and organisations of all
sorts promoting their plans for the coming autumn, stirring up their
supporters and perhaps seeking to recruit new members.
Its aye been!
It is as much part of the cycle of the seasons as the sight of
combine harvesters in the fields. But this year … our second time
round with Covid-19 Restrictions … there is a sense of uncertainty.
We are not quite sure what we will be allowed to do, not really
convinced that the much longed-for ‘unlocking’ will run smoothly,
and a bit of concern that some regular members might take a while
to return to events and meetings.
Certainty is important to us. Having things that we are sure about. Confidence that events will turn out in a certain way. Being able
to rely on the outcome and to depend on what will happen. All of that helps to make today and tomorrow more comfortable and
builds resilience in the midst of changing times.
And for the Kirk? Well, it is a reminder of the dependability of God, and of the call to His people to make sure that we too are
dependable. The Bible is clear that we can trust God … even when times are tough, and the going is rough. Psalm 56:3 says …
When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust.
My Lockdown Verse has been Colossians 3:17. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
The autumn programme for the Isla Parishes will be up and running from the start of September. August will be a quiet month with
a break from Kinship Bible Studies. We will continue to meet for Sunday Morning Worship on Zoom at 10.00 hrs and in Kilry Kirk
for Sunday Morning Worship at 11.15. And we will still pray on Friday mornings!
In the midst of what we hope will be a mellow and pleasant August we continue to put our trust in our dependable loving God, and
we seek as individuals to be loving and dependable to friends and neighbours.
For more details visit our website or Facebook page, or give the minister a call!
The Isla Parishes (Church of Scotland)

Scottish Charity SC031461

www.theislaparishes.org.uk
Facebook: The Isla Parishes – Parish Church
Minister: Rev Stephen A Blakey • 01575 560226 • 07712 542518 • StephenABlakey@icloud.com

Support for Care and Wellbeing Practitioners in Rural Perthshire: The Care and
Wellbeing CIC, a social enterprise part funded by the LEADER programme, National
Lottery and Perth & Kinross Community Investment Fund, is welcoming new
members who believe in local, compassionate, flexible and personalised help. This
supportive group of professional care and wellbeing practitioners from across rural
Perthshire would love to hear from you if you're a carer and/or personal assistant
(current or potential), starting a new career as a self-employed person in care and
wellbeing, a care and wellbeing practitioner or business, you have an interest in
aspects of care and wellbeing, you offer tourism opportunities related to wellbeing, or
you may be interested in collaborating to create wellbeing offerings/packages. Please
contact www.thecareandwellbeing.coop or email hello@thecareandwellbeing.coop if
you're interested in becoming a member.
Social Enterprise Scotland Events – Healthy Ageing Challenge Fund – 11
August 11.30am: SES are holding an event to learn about how social enterprises
can access the upcoming SBRI Healthy Ageing Social Ventures Competition, from
UKRI and their Healthy Ageing Challenge. Launching on 19 July, the competition aims
to help you achieve your mission by awarding a total of £4m. With grants for eligible
project costs being allocated across two funding streams: Stream 1: £25 – 50k and
Stream 2: £51 – 150k. Find out more and book here.
Care and Wellbeing Practitioners Opportunity: The Care and Wellbeing CIC, a
social enterprise part funded by the LEADER programme is welcoming new
members, including carers and personal assistants, who believe in local,
compassionate, flexible and personalised help. Please visit
www.thecareandwellbeing.coop or email hello@thecareandwellbeing.coop if you're
interested in becoming a member.
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Get your copy of “Romance and
Realism”
We still have a few
copies of
“Romance and
Reality” by local
author Alastair
Chisholm, an epic
saga telling the
story of the
fictional Cameron
family from
Strathan on the
shores of Loch
Arkaig in the Highlands. The book costs
just £5, with all proceeds going to raise
funds for the Voice.
As well as the Voice, Alastair has
generously donated copies for sale via
several other good causes close to his
heart: Thrifty One, Erskine Hospital,
Hansel Village, the Flat-coated Retriever
Society, and his own regimental
benevolent fund.
To reserve your copy of “Romance and
Reality”, please email us at
editor@alythvoice.co.uk, and we will reply
with details of how to pay and
arrangements for delivering your copy.

AYP – Amazing experiences past and future
What a summer we have had! Whilst writing this in mid-July, we can reflect on some amazing experiences for our young
people with still more to look forward to!

The amount of young people taking part in our summer holiday programme is the highest we have ever had, to the point that
we had to rejig the whole plan to accommodate them. Also, we had to change some of our plans to visit attractions due to our
numbers, or in the case of the Edinburgh Dungeons, flooding!
We have had groups to Tentsmuir
Beach, Craigtoun Park in Edinburgh,
and Arbroath Cliffs, but to be honest
the most fun we have had has been
right on our doorstep. Malcolm Handoll
has provided a five-week survival skills
course which the young people have
loved, and Outdoor Explore have been
taking groups out kayaking and standup paddle boarding. The weather has
been generally glorious, and on the
wetter days we have still had lots of
fun.
All of this is only possible with the
ongoing support we receive from our
major funders – Perth & Kinross
Council, Gannochy Trust, and SSE
Drumderg, as well as countless
donations from foundations,
businesses and individuals.
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We are taking a couple of weeks off at the start of August, then intend to have all of our clubs back up and running for the new
school term, assuming we have access to the venues that we need.
We say goodbye for now to Rachel as she leaves to have her wee baby girl in September. It’s been brilliant having Rachel, and
all her amazing skills, for so long and we hope that we get lots of visits in the coming months!
Thanks as ever to our team of staff and volunteers, our committee, the many parents who lend a hand whenever required, but
most of all to the young people of Alyth. Over the summer holidays we have worked with around 60 different young people and
every single one of them has been a pleasure to be around. Young people have had a really rough year, and not all of them
have felt ready to engage with us, but everyone is welcome at AYP in a way and at a time that suits them.

29

Could you be a
VOLUNTEER
BEFRIENDER?
As a befriender, you can help brighten up the lives of older
people in Alyth and the surrounding rural areas in the
following ways:
> Provide Companionship
> Encourage participation in local groups and activities
> Even a telephone chat or popping in for a cuppa can
make a real difference
> Be a shopping befriender - and assist someone who
finds it difficult to do their shopping.
Only a few hours a week can make such a difference. We
will be providing training in September/October. For more
details contact:
Elder Voice
1 Commercial Street
Blairgowrie PH10 6NL
Tel: 01250 874269
info@eldervoice.org.uk
www.eldervoice.org.uk
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www.resoluteit.co.uk

Gr angemo unt
Cat t er y

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Tel: 01828 632284

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Alyth Literary Society
Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Due to the ongoing restrictions it will not
be possible to meet during the
current session.

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

It is hoped that a full programme will
commence in October 2021.

David Scott Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433
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Karen, Monty and Pip - walking the Cateran Trail for charity
In 2017 my deaf dog Pip, ditsy mare Connie and daft old me travelled to the Outer Hebrides for an adventure of a lifetime.
Travelling unsupported, we journeyed over 13 islands together carrying all of our equipment and sleeping under the stars each
night for 21 days. It was an amazing experience and one which saw my ditsy and often dangerous mare Connie change to a
calmer and happier horse. During the trip we fundraised £5,000 and once home I wrote up my diary into a short book, fondly
named The Deaf, the Daft and the Ditsy! Book sales and talks have raised a further £4000, all of which I have given to a number
of animal charities. Once home I had plans of doing an even longer ride and decided to get a second horse to allow me to carry
more kit and be more comfortable and alternate riding and pack ponies. I bought a cheeky Spanish Mustang called Monty locally
and thought he would be ideal. Unfortunately he wasn't, over the next few months I learnt he was very dominant, food aggressive,
would bite and kick with both front and back legs and when ridden would bronc like a rodeo horse. After researching his past, I
soon learnt that when I got him aged just seven years old, he had been to over 10 different homes, been sent to various trainers,
had put a young girl in hospital and was deemed un-rideable.
I've had him nearly 3 years now and after a couple of bad kicks and a broken heel I decided, with the help of an amazing animal
psychologist and positive reinforcement trainer, to take him right back to basics, like an unhandled horse. I spent a year with him
doing all sorts of things, everything EXCEPT riding! He became great to work with, very keen and quick to learn and his trust in
me developed. He is unfortunately still rather unpredictable to ride and I've had a couple of unplanned dismounts! During dreaded
covid I did my first Zoom talk of my Hebrides trip and continued to sell books but thought I'd like to reach £10,000 with my
fundraising efforts. It got me thinking that Connie changed so much (for the better thankfully) during our Hebrides trip, that Monty
would probably benefit from a similar adventure. So here we are, planning to walk the Cateran Trail together, Monty, Pip and me!
The Cateran Trail as most of you know is a 103km circular route which goes through Blairgowrie, Kirkmichael, Spittal of Glenshee,
Glenisla and Alyth. I plan to just lead Monty but he will be carrying our precious camping and cooking equipment. Pip is 14 years
old now and I'm hoping she can accompany us. I have purchased a bike trailer as a back up for her. If it's too hot or she gets tired
she can retire like a lady to her chariot and I will pull her, so she still gets to be part of the adventure!

We plan to do the trail over five days. I'm hoping to do it during August if it's not too hot. So our target is £1,000 and I'm raising
money for the World Horse Welfare. World Horse Welfare is a charity that works to improve the lives of horses and the horsehuman partnership in all of its guises. World Horse Welfare's vision is a world where every horse is treated with respect,
compassion and understanding. A very worthy cause. Given Connie is staying at home for this trip, we have renamed ourselves
as The Deaf, the Daft and the Dork! Monty is a complete dork, it's like having a giant puppy around. If he can get into mischief,
break something, steal something or generally get into trouble, then he is happy! So, if anyone would like to sponsor us, please
visit https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thedeafthedaftandthedork All donations would be most welcome and I am still selling
books from our Hebrides adventure. They are £6.55 inc postage, if anyone would like a copy please either visit our Facebook
page The Deaf the Daft and the Ditsy or email me: karen_a_inkster@hotmail.com If you see us out on the trail please do stop and
say hello, but be warned, Monty's party trick is stealing things, so you have been warned!
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PKC Free
Digital Skills
Sessions

Moving Forward with GrowBiz
this Summer
With so many new business start-ups and
existing enterprises having to change the
way they operate, GrowBiz is continuing to offer its free support
to help them develop and thrive, providing learning sessions,
peer support, networking events and 1-1 advice.

PKC Adult Learning
Hub is now offering
free digital skills
sessions that will
cover essential
digital skills for life
and work such as: staying safe online, communicating
with others, setting up an email address, accessing
services online and much more.

GrowBiz’s online events have proven extremely popular and
helpful over the past year, with clients commenting:
“It’s changed how I share what I do and made me think more
strategically and professionally”.
“I want ‘online events’ to become the new normal even after the
pandemic situation.”

Here is some useful information about the sessions: You
will need access to a PC or tablet. If you do not have your
own digital device but would still like to learn the essential
skills, please contact us so we can check if there is any
free access to equipment in your area.

For the past few months, GrowBiz has also been offering an
online enterprise support ‘drop-in surgery’ on a Thursday
afternoon for anyone with business-related questions that they’d
like to get a quick and simple answer to.

There are two options for accessing digital skills sessions.
If you have some of the basic skills needed and are
confident at accessing websites, we can support you to
learn using online modules. These modules can be done
in parts and at a time that suits you, you don't have to do
it all at once. Alternatively, if you are not confident at
accessing websites yourself or would prefer to learn oneto-one at your own pace with support, we will book in
some sessions with one of our friendly community
learning staff.

GrowBiz’s award-winning mentoring programme is currently
open for mentees, and it also works alongside the Care &
Wellbeing Community Interest Company to develop the provision
of personalised, locally-based social care, wellbeing supports
and services across rural communities of Perth & Kinross.
Just over a year ago, GrowBiz launched REDS, a free directory
and gift card scheme for rural micro-businesses, to become
more discoverable, support each other and provide a convenient
and resourceful way for customers to shop with them. Find out
how to list your business at www.reds.scot

For more information, please contact:
learningcurve@pkc.gov.uk

For more information on the support and events GrowBiz
provides visit growbiz.co.uk or email connect@growbiz.co.uk.

01738 477097 or 0777 555 3245

Put your business on the map
with a free directory listing!
Sign up to the
REDS Rural Gift
Card scheme at no
charge and help
your customers
shop local

Find out more:

www.REDS.scot
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01828 632492
AIR CON SERVICING*MOT TESTING*
SERVICING * DIAGNOSTICS*

KEEP YOUR COOL & GET SET
FOR SUMMER DRIVING.
AIR CON SERVICING NOW
AVAILABLE.
Serving the Local Community since 1960

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments
(please phone by 9.30am)
• Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry

• Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
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ALYTH VOICE TEAM
07938 643979 (please leave a message if we are unavailable)
Editor:
Layout Artist:
Deputy Layout (trainee)
Advertising:
Distribution:
Delivery Team:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:
Social Media:
Treasurer (trainee) & Postal:
Voice Reporter/Journalist
Voice Committee Member
Voice Committee Member
Fund Raising Sub Committee
Voice Committee Members

Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Ailsa Bruce
Admin Vacancy - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home
Mel McFadden - accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk
Niamh McFadden - socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk
B Kidd - b@alythvoice.co.uk
Kevin Coe - reporter@alythvoice.co.uk
Paul Ramsay - paul@alythvoice.co.uk
Morag Hornsted
Sheila Fisher
Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Rendezvous
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Rendezvous
Printed for Alyth Voice by Tay Valley Design

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation
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