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EDITOR’S LETTER

Welcome to the December issue of the Alyth Voice.
It’s been another challenging year for so many people, but here we are looking forward to another
Christmas, perhaps more joyful than the last, and another New Year beyond that - fingers crossed
more hopeful than the last. We kick off this issue with a photo spread of pictures from the Switch-On
of Alyth’s Christmas Lights, and if you were there I hope you will agree with me that it was an
absolute joy to see so many people come out to welcome Santa and witness the Lights, despite the
cold weather and the year we’ve all had to endure.
Still to come before we all hunker down for the holiday is the Official Launch of Alyth’s new
Community Plan on 18 December (see the front page for more details). This is hugely significant for
the whole town, and if you can I would strongly recommend coming along to find out more about the
community’s hopes and ambitions for developing Alyth over the next few years.
In other news, just as we were going to press, Alyth Community Council revealed the recipients of the
Citizen of the Year awards for 2021 (see below). Many congratulations to Tam Thomson and Rhiona
Sibley, and on behalf of the whole Voice team a huge “thank you” to everyone who voted for us - it’s
a tremendous honour. It’s also a fitting tribute and memorial to our friend and colleague Lynne
McGowan, whose sad passing I mentioned in the November issue.
Finally, may I bid a warm welcome to our new readers in Airlie Green, off Meethill Road, and also
many thanks to Kilry SWRI for their generous donation to our funds. Sadly, the branch has decided
to close but have very kindly included us in the distribution of their remaining funds - thank you so
much, ladies!
We hope you find the December issue of the Voice interesting. From everyone on the Voice team,
we wish you the very Merriest of Christmases and the Happiest of New Years. Remember that there
is no Voice in January, so we look forward to seeing you again for our February issue.
Kevin Coe
Editor

STOP PRESS!
Just as we went to press, Alyth Community Council announced the
2021 Citizen of the Year Awards:
Citizen of the Year
Tam Thomson, Alyth in Bloom
Young Citizen of the Year
Rhiona Sibley, Alyth Youth Partnership
Community Group of the Year
The Alyth Voice

INFORMATION
PLEASE REMEMBER all articles and adverts you wish placed in the Voice need to arrive with us no later than the 14th of the month. We do not publish a January
issue, so the next deadline is 14 January for the February issue.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly magazine, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.
Alyth coat of arms by Jack Ryan Morris - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=106684807
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 633337

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Alyth Samaritan Cars (patient transport service)

07599 220045

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

Changes to Hall rental arrangements:
It is unlikely that coffee mornings will recommence this year
but bookings for next year for smaller groups can start in
November.
Coffee Mornings now £100 and event organiser will be
responsible for recording track and trace for those entering
the Hall.
Any group holding a coffee morning will be responsible for all
kitchen duties because the ladies and gentlemen who
previously volunteered have decided it is time for them to
step back.

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

The hourly rate for hiring the hall will now be £15 per hour.

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

Volunteers to help in the future, either in hall management or
in essential improvements should contact Iain Donaldson on
ikkddonald@gmail.com

NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
NHS24 (Out of Hours):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111
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Perth & Kinross School Holidays

CORONAVIRUS—COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following
symptoms: fever, dry cough, shortness of breath,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY

HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

RETURNING

Easter

1 April (Thu)

19 April (Mon)

May Day

31 April (Fri)

4 May (Tue)

Summer

24 June (Thu)

18 August (Wed)

October

8 October (Fri)

25 October (Mon)

In-Service

10 November (Wed)

15 November (Mon)

Christmas

22 December (Wed) 6 January 2022 (Thu)

Please call NHS24 on 111
You can find the most up to date information
about Coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot

DECEMBER
MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

TILING AND PLASTERING
SERVICES
Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work
All work carried out by fully
qualified Professionals and
Finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

JOHN A McINTOSH

•
•
•
•
•

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

TOSH TILING SERVICES

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

Competitive Rates

Rotary Club of The Angus Glens

Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

Pop-up Lunch Café
Kilry Village Hall, PH11 8HS
Saturday 4th December, 12.00 to
2.00pm
All Welcome
All profits to local and Rotary Interna�onal
charitable causes.
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CHRISTMAS lights

Pictures from the 2021 switching-on of Alyth’s famous Christmas Lights - fantastic to see them again!
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**HAIRDRESSER**
59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Gi� Vouchers Available

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome
TEMPORARY BUSINESS HOURS
(Due to COVID restrictions)

Monday - closed
Tues to Sat - 4.30pm till 9.00pm
Sunday - 4.30pm till 8.00pm

Deliveries available

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

Chanterelles
at Bamff:
photo courtesy
of Ron McGill
6

CHRISTMAS lights
More pictures from the Christmas Lights switch-on on 27 November - we really do have the best lights!

GAME
SQUARE
Monthly puzzle

This month’s puzzle is to draw four straight lines
connecting all nine dots without lifting your pen or
pencil off the paper. Good luck!
Find out more about our club on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GameSquareAlyth
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WANTED

Alyth Literary
Society

HIGHLAND WEAR ACCESSORIES
MILITARY UNIFORMS AND GEAR
Private Collector – stays in Alyth.

The next meeting of the Alyth Literary
Society will be on 7th December in the
Ogilvy Rooms, Commercial Street, Alyth.
The speaker will be Mr Rob Robertson
from Blairgowrie who will give an illustrated
talk on walks around Blairgowrie entitled “I
Have Walked 500 Miles”. Please note this
meeting will be at 2pm.
The Annual General Meeting of the Society
will take place on the 18th January, 2022 in
the Ogilvy Rooms commencing at 7.30pm
and will be followed by a talk on Burns by
Mr Jim Smith from Kirriemuir.
Please wear face masks.
Due to the ongoing uncertainty of Covid
there will be no annual membership fee
and admission to each meeting will be £2.
All welcome.

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

I’m looking for old sporrans, sgian dhu,
dirks, swords, plaid brooches, bu�ons
and belts etc. Also old military stuff.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

I’d be interested in things that need
restoring or upcycling.

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Stuart Neilson
Stuart.neilson62@gmail.com
07716767913

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

THANK YOU - KYDD
Elma Kydd would like to
thank everyone for their kind
wishes, cards and gifts on the
occasion of her 90th birthday.

NHS and Private Prescriptions
Long TermMedication Support

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

Minor Ailment Service

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

Medicine Compliance Aids

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Alyth Health Centre
Alyth Health Centre would like to
take this opportunity during the
Covid-19 outbreak to thank all our
patients for contacting us to offer
their services and pass on good
wishes.
To reduce footfall into the premises
as we are open as usual we have
introduced a locked red post box for
repeat prescription orders, situated
on the wall in the main vestibule
entrance.

Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service

Thank You!

9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302
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Thrifty One
From the Community, For the Community
Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com

After writing this newsletter we will be spending a few hours delving into the innermost corners of the Thrifty One cellar.
Boxes of Christmas decorations, jumpers, cards and Christmas trees are stashed away. Time for them to see the light of
day, so that they can deck the homes of Alyth and beyond. We are also waiting to see what Anne has in mind for our
Christmas windows! In the meantime one of our windows will be dedicated to marking the annual 16 days of activism
against gender-based violence. Last year globally, 243 million women and girls were abused within the home. Less than
40 per cent of women who experience violence report it or seek help. As in previous years the colour theme of this
campaign is orange. We hope our ‘Orange Window’ will, in a small way, help to raise awareness and perhaps encourage
women that support is out there.
Gift Tokens:
A couple of years ago we introduced a Gift Voucher Scheme. However they have been
rather forgotten, so time for a re-launch. Gift vouchers are available to buy from Thrifty
One to a value of your choice in multiples of £5. There is a choice of pretty butterfly Cards,
made for us by Mr Leslie. He regularly gives us cards to sell, they are popular with
customers. The vouchers may be exchanged for goods from either Thrifty One or Thrifty
One Too.
Shop Signage:
At long last we have sorted out our shop signage
(long overdue, we know!). Many Thanks to Greg at
Crole Signs in Blairgowrie for designing and
installing them. We haven’t got as far as external signs across at Thrifty One PopIn Club (TOPIC) just yet, but they are in the pipeline. However Karen MacKenzie
has used her wonderful skills, with a little help from a sewing machine, to create
another length of bunting for us (pictured below).
TOPIC:
As well as the Stride for Life walkers, two more groups are using TOPIC as their
meeting place: The Woolies, a knitting group, and Alyth Threads. The latter is a
new evolving hands–on group making things out of threads, textile up-cycling and
all sorts of materials, old and new.
Donations:
In December we make our annual donation to Alyth Christmas Lights. We gave
them some extra funding earlier this year, but since everyone in Alyth enjoys our
Christmas lights, we decided to go ahead with a donation this month too. We are
also pleased to be able to support Building Bridges with a donation of £300. This
new group is a Mental Health & Wellbeing Ladies Support Group and meets
weekly at Alyth Guide Hut.
We have also decided to support our local branch of the British Legion by
donating the shop takings from November 11th this year. The Guide group
approached us asking if we had any small items suitable for an up-cycling
project badge. We were happy to help and they chose a little cabinet and a
mirror to start with. We look forward to seeing photos of the completed project!
We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Thank you all for your support, donations and kind patience during this
challenging time. A special thanks to all our wonderful volunteers. We couldn’t
exist without you all! Finally please note that both shops will be closed from
the end of Saturday 18th December. We re-open on Tuesday 4th January at
10.00am.
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AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH

Johnston Groundworks,
Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Free Estimates
Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

Blairgowrie Mobile
Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of
your own home for:

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319
for a quote
No job too big or too small!

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot
• In-growing Toenails
For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:
Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

Clinical Aromatherapist

Registered Foot-health
Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Liz Jenkins - mifpa

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
…and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Accident
Claims
01250 874441
28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
O’Malley

McLeish

Tommy O'Malley of New Alyth will not be sending
Christmas cards this year, and wishes all friends and
neighbours a very Merry Christmas and all the very best
for the New Year.

Kate Mcleish would like to wish all friends and
neighbours a Merry Christmas and all the best for 2022.

Jenkins
To all my clients old and new I would like to send a
Heartfelt Thank You for putting your trust in me and
supporting my business. 2021 has been a different and
difficult year in many ways, and for 2022 I wish you
Health, Happiness and Love. I wish you all a Happy
Christmas and a joyful New Year, Liz.

Simpson
Hamish Simpson, Greenburn, would like to wish
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Bruce

Ewart

W. Bruce, Decorator, Alyth, would like to wish all
customers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Pat Ewart wishes friends and neighbours a Merry
Christmas and good health for 2022 .

Chalmers
Henderson

To all my friends and neighbours, I would like to wish
you all a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for the
New Year - David Chalmers, Isla Road, Alyth.

Wishing all friends and neighbours a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year - Jean
Henderson.

Macdonald
Elsie and Sandy MacDonald, Springbank Road, would
like to wish all family and friends a Merry Xmas and a
Happy New Year.

Watt/Nicoll
Isobel Watt and Helen Nicoll, Isla Court, Alyth, will not be
sending cards this year but would like to wish all our
family, friends and neighbours a Merry Christmas and
best wishes for 2022.

Rutherford

Isobel Fotheringham would like to wish her neighbours
and friends a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year - All
the best for 2022!

I would like to wish neighbours and friends a very happy
Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year. I don't
intend to repeat last Christmas which was spent in
hospital with a fractured hip having slipped on black ice,
and fully intend spending this Christmas with family at
home - Emmeline (Emm) Rutherford, Burnside Court.

Thomson

Milne

Joyce Thomson will not be sending cards this year but
would like to wish friends, family and neighbours a Merry
Christmas and best wishes for a wonderful New Year.

As George Milne won't be sending Christmas cards this
year, he would like to take this opportunity to wish all
family, friends and neighbours a Merry Christmas and
good health for the coming year.

Fotheringham

Fraser

Milne

Margaret Fraser, 97 Airlie Street, wishes all neighbours,
family and friends a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Marjory Gray would like to wish all neighbours and friends
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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NOTICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH

We are so pleased to
announce that OUR
CHURCH is now open
each Sunday for a
service between 11.00
am and 12 noon for all
who wish to attend.

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
Tel: 01828 632 238

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11am
St Stephen’s
Bank Street
Blairgowrie

Sundays
9.30am
St Luan’s,
Alexandra Street
Alyth

www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.co.uk

If you would like to become a member
of Alyth Parish Church, please contact
the Rev. Mike Erskine on 01828 632238
or email
minister@alythparishchurch.org.uk

Please check website for any
changes or telephone 01250 872171
to speak to the Parish Priest

Alyth Senior Citizens’
Lunch and
Socialising Club

Alyth Library

To our
Volunteers & Supporters
Thank you for all your help
and support over the years
Wishing you all the Best
for 2022
From the

December 2021 - January 2022
Sun 5th Dec - 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 12th Dec - 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 19th Dec - 11:15 Eucharist
18:00 Carol Service
Sat 25th Dec - 9:45 Christmas Day
Sun 26th Dec - No Service at St Ninian’s
Sun 2/9/16/23 Jan - 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 30th Jan - 10:30 Joint Service at St Ninian’s
All welcome: Masks to be worn.
Rector: Rev Kim Lafferty
Tel: 01250 872715
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com
Further info: see Church noticeboard or contact:
Carol Renwick 01828 640591 / 07792 240366
Church website: www.abcsaints.co.uk

Ogilvie Rooms

NEW COMMUNICANTS

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
SERVICES

Please note there is a new
phone number for Tina
Tripney, the contact for
booking the Ogilvie Rooms:
01828 633337

23 Airlie Street
Tel: 01828 632731

Alyth Library has reopened for
browsing, to collect pre-ordered books
and to drop off books. We also have an
A4 photocopier and hearing aid
ba�eries. Our new hours are:
Thursday: 1400 - 1800
Friday: 0900 - 1200
Saturday: 0930 - 1230
Blairgowrie Library is open for browsing, to
collect pre-ordered books and to drop off
books.
Tues: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1900
Wed/Thurs: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1730
Fri: 0830 - 1400
Sat: 0930 – 1300
You can still download free e-books and eaudio books from:

www.culturepk.org.uk

Club Members have recently restarted
physical meetings. We meet fortnightly
on Monday evenings in our new venue
7.00 to 9.00pm in Alyth Bowling Club at
the junction of Albert Street and
Alexandra Street, PH11 8AS.
Club evenings include slideshows of
images taken by members, tutorials by
members and guest speakers,
competitions with external judges, and
club projects both internal and external.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
COME ALONG AND GIVE US A TRY –
WE ARE ALL TRYING TO LEARN
AND TAKE BETTER PHOTOGRAPHS
For more details contact
Peter at: petermesser47@gmail.com
or David at: david.stanghon@gmail.com

Committee and Members
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NOTICES
Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

Tuesdays 11am - 12 noon and Thursdays 2pm - 3pm.
Alyth Market Square, or Albert Street by the Town Hall if no
room in the Square.

FLU VACCINATION

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club

BY APPOINTMENT
ONLY

October 2021 (Draw No. 210)
(Thanks to Madge McCowan)
1st - £50 - No 70 – George Robertson
2nd - £30 - No 46 – Anne Rhind
3rd - £20 - No 38 – Ian Taylor

Appointments are available
now at the Health Centre. You
are eligible if you fall into the
following category:

November 2021 (Draw No. 211)
(Thanks to Madge McCowan)
1st - £50 - No 60 – Sandra Archibald
2nd - £30 - No 191 – Louise Milne
3rd - £20 - No 2 – Lesley Don

Aged 70 and over
(D.O.B. on or before 31.3.52)

A reminder to all primary school children that we are looking for a new
Christmas light next year and we hope to receive lots of entries by 31st
January. Just make sure you write your name, age and a phone number on
the back of your drawing before handing it in to Lunans newsagents. With
Christmas coming up soon we are sure you will have plenty ideas for your
drawing. Good luck!

ALYTH COFFEE
CYCLE

Cally Cra�ers
Meets Thursday a�ernoons in
Bridge of Cally Hall
1.30 to 3.30pm
Starts back on 2nd September
Come along with your cra� and
refreshments
For more informa�on contact

01828 633083

As of September 2021, all
other age groups are to be
vaccinated (outwith the
practice), e.g. central clinic,
details to follow when we have
been advised further of the
process.

We pedal in search of coffee and
cake every Wednesday morning. If
this sounds like a good idea please
join us.

If you are eligible as stated
above:

Winter meeting time in the square
(after the clocks change) 10.00 am.

PLEASE PHONE 01828 632317
TO MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT

Find us on Facebook at The Alyth
Coffee Cycle.
Phone/text Pat 07583297408 or
just turn up.

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Fresh food items with short dates,
delivered most weeks. Keep up to date on
our Facebook page or pop in to see what
we have on offer.
Open to the WHOLE community.

Help us reduce food waste.
Take what you need, pay what you can.

Email:
foodforthought19@outlook.com
Pop in at Food for Thought,
Airlie Street
Call, Text or WhatsApp
01828 633410 / 07840 755339

Our next meeting is Tuesday 11th January,
2022 in Alyth Bowling Club beginning at
7pm.
We welcome all members and visitors to:
A Funny Thing Happened at School
Today…
followed by Supper (please bring a cup
or mug – we are saving the planet by not
washing-up), Raffle, and judging of
competitions.
This month’s competitions are: two
Empire biscuits, a bookmark of any craft,
and a flower of the month. Although it is a
competition, it is light-hearted because we
support and encourage each other to try
new skills and crafts.
Wishing you all a happy Christmas, and a
good New Year.

Need an emergency Food Parcel,

Rona Nicolson
President

Call 0345 30 111 000
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Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on The
Square by The Burn.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Tuesdays at 1.30pm on Square by the Burn
958498 (Walk Leader)
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
632674 (Walk Leader)
Marja & Tom Dalziel
633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 01250 871059 (Walk Leader)
John Eggleston
633965 (Walk Leader)

Newsletter
December 2021

The project has a
dedicated website, please
scan the above QR
code to be taken to the
project website or use
the following the URL
https://bit.ly/3ka2UkT

Overhead line (OHL) tie-in update

Alyth substation progress

S
The OHL works associated with connecting the new Alyth
substation to the national grid are progressing well and remain
on programme.

Works on site are progressing well for the substation, we
have recently commenced the piling works which are an
essential part of the substation civil works and are needed
in a number of areas across the site.
The piling works consists of driving a number of pre-cast
concrete piles into the ground across the site. We have 2
piling rigs on site, one has started in the area where we
will build the main Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) building
and the other rig is located in the area where we will build
the Statcom. Each rig has a dedicated piling crew.
Due to our extensive ground investigation works our
piling scope has now been significantly reduced and we
anticipate these works to be completed before the site
closes for the festive season.

The temporary bypass that is required to enable the
new permanent towers to be constructed has been
completed. The above pictures show one of the
temporary towers and linesmen connecting insulators
from the temporary tower to the cross arm of one of the
existing towers.

Festive period

The next big milestone for the OHL works will be the
erection of the two new terminal towers which will
eventually connect the OHL’s from Fetteresso, Kincardine
and Tealing into the new Alyth substation.

Site closure dates for the festive period will be:

These works will be carried out using a 150t crane to fully
erect both new towers.

Close 24 December and re-open 5 January for offices
and 10 January for site activities.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Community Liaison Manager:

Community Support

Louise Anderson
Community Liaison Manager,
200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ (Return address)

Both SSEN Transmission and our Contract Partners are
keen to help and support the local community.
If there are any local projects or groups that could benefit
in the form of skills-based assistance, painting, DIY,
gardening and even school visits, please contact
Community Liaison Manager – Louise Anderson.

Tel: 01738 341 975
Mob: +44 (0) 7384 454 233
Email: louise.anderson@sse.com
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Alyth in Bloom
The Burnside: All planters and saddle planters are now
in place with spring bedding, three new benches, a
listening-post and information board erected. We are
waiting for a semi-circular bench to be placed round the
willow tree. We must thank Tam Thomson for all his work
on AiB’s behalf liaising with Perth & Kinross Council in
getting this massive project completed.
Mill Street Park: An area along the wall has been planted with Lupus crocuses, daffodils and last year’s bulbs that were removed
from the planters in the square. This should be an impressive block of colour in the spring. Thanks to all the ‘Bloomers’ who gave
their time to do this.
Private Gardening: AiB have been asked by a few Alyth residents if AiB would ‘’do’’ work in their gardens. This would be a huge
task for us and therefore we have all agreed that this would not be possible.
Benches: We are awaiting a decision from Perth & Kinross Council on
whether they will allow AiB to have the old benches taken from the square.
There are areas AiB would like to place them. The Alyth Community Council
have offered to part finance the purchase if PKC ask for payment.
War Memorial Sites: PKC have planted up these two areas with winter
bedding. In the spring it is PKC’s plan to change the areas with sustainable
planting. After a meeting with them it was agreed to have both colour and
scented plants with low maintenance and PKC will manage these two beds.
The pergola at the WW2 site will remain and will have climbing plants at
each corner.
Coffee Mornings: Two coffee mornings have been booked for AiB next year
- 16 April and 29 October 2022.
th

th

AiB equipment: Wee Machines has agreed to service the equipment.
Thanks again Jim for all your help over the past year.
Thanks to all the ‘Bloomers’ for all their hard work this past year. We now
look forward to a quiet spell over the winter before starting work again in the
Spring.
We would like to wish everyone a happy and safe festive season and a
colourful and more normal New Year.
Karin Donaldson Chairperson
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MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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ACSG update
Another year is almost over. 2021 has proved to be a difficult year - covid and flooding - and yet again Alyth has proved that we all
stand together as a community and support everyone and each other through anything and everything. Well done Alyth - proud,
confident, strong community spirit as always!
As we get ready to enter a fresh, bright new year, I would like to thank each and every person for all your support and hard work
this year. You are all fantastic, unsung heroes working hard in your own free time to provide help, support and keep Alyth strong
and safe. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Alyth Community Support Team for their endless tasks and work that
you do for the good of Alyth - I couldn't ask for a better team. I wish you all a very safe and happy Christmas and a fantastic new
year.
Happy Christmas
Dot McKenzie
ACSG Chairperson
Alyth Ladies Wellbeing Group
As some of you may have noticed, we have changed the name from Building Bridges to Alyth Ladies Wellbeing Group. There
seemed to be a bit of confusion over what the group is all about. We are a safe supportive group and we are all about the
wellbeing of our ladies. We have different things on our agenda every week, but these are things that (you ) the group would like:
we have had painting, clay modelling, making Christmas baubles, mindfulness meditation, taster session for Qi Gong. If we need to
let off steam we do and we support each other. If we don't want to talk we don't - there is no pressure or being made to feel
uncomfortable. Come along and see for yourself: our members look forward to their Wednesdays at the Alyth Guide Hut at 6.30pm
till 7.30pm, hope to see you there.
Dot McKenzie
New River Keepers Group recruitment day
Are you interested in joining the new Alyth River Keepers
Group? We are looking for local volunteers who are interested
to learn about the environment in the Den 'O' Alyth in particular
and want to make a difference in help reducing flood risk
locally.
Being an Alyth River Keeper will involve local people in helping
to monitor flooding hotspots along the Alyth Burn. The
volunteers would be required to regularly photograph preselected vantage points and to record visual and written
information when flood events occur.
In time we will also start to record the different aspects of the
ecology of the Den and how it is changing in response to
extreme weather and climate change. The data collected will
help get a better understanding of the flood patterns and other
changes and what remedial/restorative work can be
undertaken.
This initiative is part of ACSG's work for the town and will be
developed in partnership with The Conservation Volunteers, the
National Centre for Resilience, Perth & Kinross Council and the
Scottish Flood Forum.
We now have a date for a training day with The Conservation
Volunteers which is Friday 10th December - timings tbc but of
course it will be in daylight hours. If you are interested in
coming along, please email Clare Cooper on
clarelrcooper@gmail.com and further details will be provided.
17
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AYP – A great way to hang out with your friends!
Since we last reported to the Voice, we have had a very busy and active time. The October holidays saw us take three groups along to the
Belmont Centre where the rope courses and leap of faith (jumping from a great height supported by young people holding ropes on a pulley)
were very popular. We always say that AYP is a great way to hang out with your friends! This was funded in part by the Community Investment
Fund, and we appreciate this support very much.
In October, we also spent time with artist Nicky Bolland and the young people loved up-cycling a piece of furniture to create an “imaginarium”
which is a device for collecting ideas about the future from young people, in particular around climate action.
Our Halloween event had to be cancelled because of the horrible weather and how it affected so many people, but we intend to do something
to replace it if we can find a date that suits the original cast.
Trips planned for November and December include yet more visits to combat city, and a night at Edinburgh Christmas Market for the older
group.
We join the rest of the community in mourning the loss of Margaret Aitchison. She was a staunch supporter of AYP, a kind and generous friend,
and we will miss her very much.
Lastly, a huge thank you to the team at Alyth Voice, to the many members of the community who support us. Thank you to our staff, volunteers,
committee, friends and parents who form an excellent team around our young people. But most of all, thank you and Merry Christmas to the
103 Young People who attend AYP every week (some every night!). They have had a tough couple of years but continue to be great fun to work
with, and a source of energy that keep us oldies feeling young!
See more AYP pictures on page 21 overleaf
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MAKE A FREE WILL THIS NOVEMBER
AND SUPPORT CHARITY
Macnabs are delighted to once again be taking part in this year’s annual Will
Aid fundraising event throughout November. It is simple – you make an
appointment, we make your Will and instead of paying a fee you make a
donation to the Will Aid charity.
Appointments available with Susan Mackay in our Blairgowrie
office or via video conference throughout November.
Please call us on 01738 623 432 | www.macnabs-law.co.uk
Blairgowrie | Aberuthven | Pitlochry | Perth
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Continued from page 19
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Pet Care Services

07933 705 476
01828 633 998
Based in Alyth
gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com
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Alyth Community Council
Minutes of Meeting Held on 9th November at 7pm in Alyth Town Hall.
Present – Iain Donaldson, Peter Fairgrieve, William Brewster, Marina Ferguson, Allan Fegen, Grant Train, Christine Pattillo, Rev
Mike Erskine and Cllr Colin Stewart.
Apologies – Ryan Mollison and Linda Martin.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. Proposed by Iain Donaldson and seconded by Peter Fairgrieve.
Correspondence – A request for a microgrant of £500 has been received from Alyth Amateur Football Club for part payment of a
defibrillator and this was agreed.
Points for Discussion and Action
Flooding – The recent flood was in general kept in control, with the exception of Johnshill Road. Perth and Kinross Council (PKC)
have done some work here, but it is thought that the final solution will be expensive. The Co-op in the square had to close for five
hours because of the water coming from Johnshill Road. Cllr Stewart believed that if a study was done to stop water overflowing
and running down the road the government would pay 80% of the cost. He raised his concern that a programmed study had not
been started and will make a case for this to be implemented.
Parking – Complaints have again been received about residents being unable to park in the square at peak times. There is also a
problem with parking at the foot of Toutie Street. The Chairman has approached the owner of the land beside the Fire Station but
was quoted an extortionately high price to construct a long-term parking area. Cllr Train suggested that a car-park could be made
in the area beside the recycling bins in Springbank Road. The Chairman will contact PKC as they control this area.
Pavement Clearing and Rubbish – This continues to be a disgrace in Alyth. Even though PKC have been repeatedly asked about
improving the present situation, nothing appears to have been done. Sediment from the flood lying on the footpath in Pitnacree
Street has not been cleared days after the flood. The Chairman will contact PKC again.
Vandalism – Children have been seen swinging on one of the trees at the Burnside. The guard rail adjacent to the lower foot
bridge has been broken off. This could allow someone to fall into the burn. Photographs were taken and sent to PKC more than a
week ago! Councillor Train mentioned that the Community Action Group are trying to find a local place for children and young
adults where they could socialise and with facilities such as wi-fi and a vending machine.
Skatepark – The Alyth Development Group have been gathering information about constructing a skate park in the town.
The Wooden Benches in the Square – These have been removed and replaced with steel benches. The Chairman was contacted
by Alyth groups and residents asking if the benches could be retained for use in the town. PKC have already been approached and
this included an offer of payment by the Community Council.
Scaffolding in Airlie Street – Photographs have been taken of the fire-damaged building and it is hoped these will be published in
the Blairgowrie Advertiser along with questions about why, after over 20 months, there is no obvious progress. Alyth residents want
to know what is going on. Cllr Stewart will speak to the relevant people in PKC to see what they can do to help progress the work.
Dogs not on Leashes – Complaints have been received and we will liaise with the local dog warden.
Remembrance Sunday – The Chairman will lay a wreath at the War Memorial on our behalf.
Treasurer’s Report – We have currently £1082 in our main account and £3675 in our microgrant account.
Police Report – Gavin Munro is to be our new Community Officer.
PKC Councillors Report – William Brewster was on the panel for the recent award meeting and two awards were made. The sum
of £50,000 is still available.
The 18-month temporary order for the 20mph zones in Perthshire is coming to an end and these should be made permanent.
There is currently a shortage of staff in PKC to work on road-safety measures which are required on Meigle Road and elsewhere
within the town.
PKC now have a camera to spot any fly-tipping and we have asked if this could be located at the Den Car Park sometimes.
Cllr Stewart attended the Substation Community Group meeting at Halyards and was very impressed with SSE’s involvement and
their offer to provide help to groups in the town.
AOCB – Cllr Fegen wondered when the Chamber room we hold our meetings in will eventually be redecorated. It has been a while
since it was started.
Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday 7 December at 7pm in the Town Hall.
th
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Put your business on the map
with a free directory listing!
Sign up to the
REDS Rural Gift
Card scheme at no
charge and help
your customers
shop local

Find out more:

www.REDS.scot
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Scouts - Ducks, Dukes and Squirrels!
We seem to have carried out such a varied range of activities, there would appear to be little logic in trying to group them into
an organised sequence...and anyway, why break the habit of a lifetime?
The Explorer Scouts undertook a Duke of Edinburgh Expedition during one particularly wet weekend. The best way to describe
weather conditions would have been: “Wasn’t fit for a tree to be outside”. Despite this minor distraction, the participants went
out with a smile on their face and brought it back with them on their bedraggled return. My admiration for them and their
Leaders’ efforts are considerable and worthy of congratulation. Norman even had to bring in extra heaters and a dehumidifier whether this was to dry out the Explorers or the equipment will remain a mystery.
The Cub Pack had a Halloween party, with suitably-attired ghastly participants. The
sight was quite a spectacle with ghosts, ghouls , mummies and wizards undertaking
such fiendish tasks as to make the blood run cold. Mind you, they terrify me on a
normal night, but this was exceptional. Well done the Cub Leaders for organising such
an electrifying meeting.
One of the Scouts’ tasks was to renumber the 500 plastic ducks we have. This is a mind-numbing task, but made feasible
when undertaken with a large group setting up a production line. I am pleased to report that the endeavour was completed in
record time and no ducks were harmed in the making of this production. Another venture carried out was Bonfire Night, which
this year fell on a Friday. In addition to a massive fire, the Scouts were provided with eats which is a compulsory ingredient to
the success of said task. The evening was rounded off with a campfire, and we really should have warned the neighbours prior
to this – but they soon got the message!

As part of Remembrance, the Cub Leaders invited Garry Mitchell from
the British Legion to a meeting who gave them a short informative talk
on our observance of this event. It was well pitched and well received
and very informative. It was very pleasing to have Rev Mike Erskine
in the company who added to the proceedings. Having completed his
task, Gary and I did a little reminiscing of days gone by, and this
included the year we first moved into the premises. It was bought in
1973, but it took 18 months to renovate, so it was not until 1975 that
we moved in. I remarked that I had a photo of him breaking the flag
at the opening ceremony. “I would like to see that photo,” he
remarked. Sadly I did not take his email address, so just have a wee
squint on this page! But we will keep this our secret!
Norman has had a few enquiries about a new Section being
introduced to Scouting for 4-6 year-olds called “Squirrels”. Before we
can set up this section, we will need to recruit new Leaders to run
them. Anyone interested should contact Norman or myself and we’ll
see if this is possible. We are still short of Leaders for in particular
the Scouts section and help is needed.
From everyone in Alyth Scouts we wish to extend the very best
wishes for the festive season and we look forward to the continuing support for our endeavours from our faithful community.
Ron Kirkpatrick
25
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THE ISLA PARISHES
CHRISTMAS 2021 IN THE ISLA PARISHES
Once again this year we will decorate Kilry Kirk for Christmas. This will include a small Christmas Tree on each window sill, with
each tree being decorated by a different group or family. This produced a very lovely display last year. If you would like to ‘claim’ a
tree, please let Stephen know soonest!
Our Christmas Services will follow our traditional pattern of:
Sunday 19th December Family Advent Service
Christmas Eve
19.00 hrs
Lessons & Carols with Mulled Wine being served afterwards - perhaps outside!!
Christmas Morning
11.15 hrs
Family Christmas Service
Sunday 26th December 11.15 hrs
Sunday Morning Worship
We will also follow our tradition of taking a collection for three charities - one international, one national and one local - and we will
announce ways in which you can become involved and help us to bless others through our Christmas celebrations. We wish all
readers of Alyth Voice a wonderful Christmas … when the time comes! Our Sunday Services continue to follow the parallel pattern:
Sunday Morning Worship on Zoom at 10.00 hrs
Sunday Morning Worship in Kilry Kirk at 11.15 hrs
Everyone very welcome both on Zoom and In-person
The Isla Parishes (Church of Scotland)
Scottish Charity SC031461
www.theislaparishes.org.uk
Facebook: The Isla Parishes – Parish Church
Minister: Rev Stephen A Blakey • 01575 560226 • 07712 542518 • StephenABlakey@icloud.com

Silvie and Ruthven SWRI Centenary celebrations
In October, Silvie and Ruthven SWRI held their Centenary Celebrations at Pitcrocknie Restaurant, with a beautifully presented
Afternoon Tea. President Rona Nicolson welcomed members and read from the original Minute of 1921. Angus Federation
President Allison Stewart popped in during a break in her busy schedule to congratulate members on their Centenary Year, with
good wishes for their future meetings.
There were various artefacts and photographs of past meetings and activities on display. The highlight of the afternoon was a letter
from HM The Queen with her "warmest congratulations on your achievement and every good wish for the future".

Cathy Ford gave a talk on the past century and various dresses of the times were displayed. Emma Robertson, our Honorary
Member, cut our celebration cake as we toasted past, present, and future members. Mr Tom Dalziel was very busy taking
photographs recording the afternoon for posterity.
Silvie and Ruthven 'Rural' are grateful to all our friends who helped make our Centenary Celebration such a success.
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farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
• employment law
• wills & executries • commercial

7 Market Square
Alyth
01828 958040

• dispute resolution • property

Coffee - Meals - Take-away - Ice-cream

Photo by Ron McGill

With ample parking in front of the café and our
Outdoor seating (where dogs are welcome to enjoy a
cool drink too!), we really have all you can wish for
right here at Café in the Square, including:
Barista coffee, speciality teas, milkshakes,
ice-cold drinks & ice-cream.
Homemade soup & freshly prepared meals, salad bar
and yummy cakes, pancakes, traybakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby change.
We even offer free WiFi and USB charging points!

• power of attorney
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consulta�on
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

*KidsZone now re-open!*

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES

(subject to tier levels)
Open Mon - Fri 9-4 & Sat 10-4
Closed Sunday

All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

Removals
&
Interiors
Est. 1871

f
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Back in the Olden Days - Part 2
This month, thanks to one of our readers, we’re travelling back through time to the summer
of 1947 and the second issue of the Alyth School Magazine to be published after the end of
World War 2. It was another packed issue, still priced at six old pence (6d = 2.5p after
decimalisation but actually equivalent to about 90p after 85 years of inflation!). Paper was
still being rationed, but the production team nevertheless managed to put together a full
magazine supported by local advertising containing all the usual news of sporting successes
for the various school teams, together with many contributions from children. These
included short items about what they did on their holidays, poems and stories that they had
written, as well as puzzles and other interesting snippets. One good new story of the town’s
optimism highlighted the start of work on new school accomodation (bottom right).
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Could you be a
VOLUNTEER
BEFRIENDER?
As a befriender, you can help brighten up the lives of older
people in Alyth and the surrounding rural areas in the
following ways:
> Provide Companionship
> Encourage participation in local groups and activities
> Even a telephone chat or popping in for a cuppa can
make a real difference
> Be a shopping befriender - and assist someone who
finds it difficult to do their shopping.
Only a few hours a week can make such a difference. We
will be providing training in September/October. For more
details contact:
Elder Voice
1 Commercial Street
Blairgowrie PH10 6NL
Tel: 01250 874269
info@eldervoice.org.uk
www.eldervoice.org.uk
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Notes from Alyth Musical Society
Alyth’s World Premiere: A night not to be missed!
If you’re reading this before Saturday 4th December you’re in luck as you still have a
chance to see “The Night Before Christmas” which is running from Thursday 2nd to
Saturday 4th December at Alyth Town Hall.
If you’re reading this after these dates, it was great, wasn’t it?
If, for some inexplicable reason you didn’t see the show, you really missed out.
The pantomime has been the first offering from Alyth Musical Society in almost two
years and was the culmination of many months of hard work from cast and crew. It
was specially written for the company and brings together a few familiar faces with
some younger members of the community.

It’s Christmas Eve and Rudolph is missing and without him Santa can’t navigate to
make his deliveries. It’s up to two intrepid agents from the National Elf Service to
travel to the human world and track Rudolph down in time to save Christmas.
However, dark forces are at work in the form of The Anti-Claus and her evil henchmen
Humbug and Bah!
Will our heroes, assisted by an extensive entourage of pixies, schoolgirls and reindeer
and not forgetting Dame Holly Berry succeed before the clock strikes midnight?
Tickets are available now from www.ticketsource.co.uk/alyth-musical-society or ”Food
for Thought”
Children £8 Adults £9 or any four tickets for £30.
For further information please visit our Facebook page or email
alythms.info@gmail.com.

open

☑ SCENIC LOCATION
☑ FUNCTIONSUITE
☑ HEATEDOUTDOORAREA
☑ DOGFRIENDLY
OPEN EVERYDAY

Conferences Parties Weddings Funerals

01828629141
“We use only the finest locally sourced ingredients”
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A STRAIGHTER,
NATURAL SMILE

TRANSFORM YOUR SMILE WITH OUR NEWEST
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY INVISALIGN.
Get your confidence back today at Infinityblu Dental Care
& Implant Clinic with invisible and removable aligners
that will change your smile and life forever.
Try the world’s most advanced aligner technology today in simple, easy, pain free steps:
•
•
•
•

Book your consultation
Get your custom-made aligners to wear everyday and change at home
Progress review every 8 weeks
More laughter and more confidence

0% finance available with no interest for a year
For further information call us on 0333 305 0886
PITLOCHRY I AUCHTERARDER I DUNKELD I CRIEFF I ALYTH I CALLANDER I DUNS

...or visit us online www.infinitybludental.co.uk
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Friends and Memories
The leaves have taken an unconscionable time to fall in this mildest of autumns,
but now after a day or two of blustery wind, they have gone. Typically, ash trees
just drop everything at once while the leaves are still green, but oaks hold on to
their leaves for longer before laying an intricate carpet of gold, yellow and brown
at their feet. Not long now before the winter solstice, and the days begin to
lengthen again as our planet spins on in its ceaseless orbit.
Winter is a time for visiting friends, and best of all seeing old friends, particularly
after the separations of the last two years. So it was that we found ourselves
down near Kelty recently. We walked to an old walled garden. Inside the iron
gate we passed through an arboretum and there, in the mossy sward near a
yew tree, scarlet mushrooms startled me with their unexpected brilliance. I
stopped to take a closer look. My companions walked on, deep in conversation,
and unaware of my absence. I peered at the fungi: ‘wax caps,’ I thought, and
my mobile telephone’s mushroom app agreed. The fruiting bodies of scarlet wax caps (Hygrocybe coccinea): brilliant flashes of colour in a drab
land on a grey day. The wax caps are a group of mycorrhizal fungi, characteristic of undisturbed, but mown or grazed grassland, such as you find
in churchyards, lawns and unfertilised permanent pasture. I walked on and caught up with Louise and Keith, who were looking at some raised
beds, one of which was ablaze with the vermilion, purple and scarlet stems of magnificent Swiss chard.
Returning home, Danish Sandra Johansen brought me some small nuts that she had found while walking in the Alyth Den. ‘What are they?’ she
asked. I looked and was puzzled. They were the size of hazel nuts, but were not hazel nuts. In fact they looked like sweet chestnuts, but very
small. Chiara, our other helper being of Austrian and Italian descent, knew immediately that they were chestnuts and, better still, how to prepare
them for consumption. The sweet, or Spanish, chestnut is a native of southern Europe, but grows throughout the British Isles. I thought that it
didn’t set seed as far north as Scotland, but have learned now that it sets seed as far north as Cromarty. The mention of chestnuts reminds me of
the glorious smell of them roasting in braziers outside cafés along the Avenue Victor Hugo in Paris back in the 1950s, when my parents lived
there.
While on the subject of memory, my best recollection from this past summer was of a father, a young medical doctor, and his ten-year-old
daughter hugging each other in her excitement and joy at seeing a beaver for the first time. My best recollection of the autumn has to be of the
thousands of young people from all over the world who marched for the climate during the COP-26 conference in Glasgow. A mass movement to
save our planet must be underway.
Happy Christmas, or Solstice, if you prefer that!
Paul Ramsay

Photo of scarlet wax caps courtesy of Stu’s Images https://bit.ly/32qSE2v
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24th December 2021 and
reopening on Tuesday
5th January 2022
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
DURING THIS DIFFICULT YEAR
AGAIN.

01828632492
centralgaragealyth.co.uk
service@centralgaragealyth.co.uk
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www.resoluteit.co.uk

Gr angemo unt
Cat t er y

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Tel: 01828 632284

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433
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Alyth Golf Club
As the nights draw in and Autumn/Winter approaches, Alyth Golf Club winds down....just a wee bit. All the summer competitions
and matches are over, so the end of year Presentations arrive. More of those shortly. But first some interesting information ..........
The club, which started in 1894, has had 187 new members join this year. The oldest playing-member is a very young 90-year-old
and the longest-serving member has been with the Club for 59 years. Wonder how many bacon rolls they have eaten over that
time? The earliest recorded winner of the Gents’ Club Championship Trophy dates back to 1934, with a D. Galloway being the
Champion.
Despite a very challenging winter, with both heavy snow and then resultant flooding, the course has held up very well indeed, due
to the very industrious green-keepers. Both members and visitors alike praised the excellent condition of the course, right across
the summer. Even now in November, the normal full greens are still in use.
Junior Section
The Club ran a highly successful Junior programme over the year, with 60 kids in attendance. Under the enthusiastic guidance
of Ethan Hurst, PGA Assistant Professional at Alyth Golf Club, there was lots of fun and learning throughout the many golf-related
activities. The programme finished off with a 'flag competition' and presentation of participation awards to each youngster. This
is Alyth Golf Club building for the future and next year’s programme is already being planned.
Ladies Section
Once again this has been a very successful year, with not only new lady members joining, but the continuing membership still
enjoying their many rounds of golf. On Sunday 17th October, the Ladies met up for their highly successful Prizegiving Lunch
where 20 trophies in total were handed out. Aside from enjoying lovely food, provided by the hard working catering staff in the
Club, the Ladies who had been successful in their main competitions were awarded their trophies:
LADIES CLUB CHAMPION
Runner-Up
BRONZE CHAMPION
Runner-Up
HANDICAP CHAMPION
Runner-Up

SHONA LEIGHTON
Maggie Bruce
EILEEN HOUSTON
Susan Ledger
LINDA SCOTT
Isobel Wilkie

The new Ladies Captain is Maggie Bruce.

Gents Section
Along with a good number of new members joining the ranks, the various
competitions and matches again went off successfully through the summer
months and even into October. On Friday 29th October, the Gents held their
Annual Dinner and Presentation of Prizes. Once again, the excellent meal was
provided by the diligent catering staff within the Club. There were in fact 35
trophies awarded during the evening, covering various age groups, as well as
team competitions. The Gents main award was…..
LOYAL CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER
Runner-Up

CRAIG FERRET
Alan McLean

This was by all accounts a very close match, played over two rounds, 36 holes,
with Craig holing a 25-foot left-to-right putt on the 36th and last hole, to win the
match.
Dave Barclay continues as Club Captain.
Golf will continue through the winter months for all who like a slightly chillier
round of golf. The Pro Shop and Driving Range are open for use and anyone
can pop into the shop for a chat at any time. If you are interested in joining this
very friendly club, you can contact Glenn on 01828 632268
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Craig Ferret being awarded his trophy at the
Presentation Evening by Club Captain Dave Barclay.
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THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Rendezvous
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Rendezvous
Printed for Alyth Voice by Tay Valley Design

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation
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