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INFORMATION
PLEASE REMEMBER all articles and adverts you wish placed in the Voice need to
arrive with us no later than the 14th of the month.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly magazine, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the first issue of the Alyth Voice in 2021!
I’m never sure when it is appropriate to stop wishing folk a Happy New Year - is the start of
February too late? Whatever the proper etiquette is, I’d like to take this opportunity to say that we
on the Voice team hope all our readers had as good a festive season as possible under the
current circumstances. And of course we wish each and every one of you, and all your friends
and families, the very Happiest of New Years - let’s hope 2021 brings better times than 2020 did!
In spite of the lockdown, a lot has been happening in Alyth over the last two months. A quick
read through the updates from Alyth Development Trust (ADT) and the Alyth Community Support
Group in this issue shows the strength and resilience of our town’s community spirit. The
absence of the traditional parade and gathering in the Market Square for the 2020 Christmas
Lights Switch-on didn’t dampen that enthusiasm either, and we feature the heartfelt thanks of the
Lights Committee for the amazing total of £925 donated through an online fundraising appeal to
ensure that Alyth will continue to sparkle for the festive season in 2021 as well.
New funding for Alyth is something of a theme in this issue of the Voice, as we report the award
of grants totalling £110,000 for the Cateran Ecomuseum - an important investment in the town’s
heritage and tourism potential. There’s also news of £3,000 secured by Alyth Development Trust
from SSEN for three exciting community projects in the town, and not forgetting the generous
grant from the Lang Foundation for Food for Thought, who are doing so much to help those most
in need during the pandemic.
We reported in December on Alyth Community Council’s announcement of the 2020 Citizen of
the Year awards. In this issue we meet the winners and find out a bit more about the major
contribution they are making to life in the town. Worthy winners, every one, and testament to the
fantastic community spirit that is such a distinguishing feature of our wee town. Congratulations
to them all, and many thanks to ACC for organising these important awards!
We also have the first report of the newly-formed Jubilee Park Working Group, championed by
ADT, with the aim of making the Park even more of a community asset than it already is. The
Group has some exciting ideas for opening up the Park and making it more accessible, and is
currently conducting a comprehensive survey of the community to gather ideas and opinions.
You can make your views known by completing the survey online or by picking up a copy of the
questionnaire from local shops - see the Group’s report in this issue for more details.
Finally, in view of the renewed lockdown restrictions imposed recently, we have decided
reluctantly that there will be no printed copies of this month’s Voice, to avoid exposing our
wonderful Voiceteers to any increased risk of infection from delivering round the town. We will
see how things progress before deciding whether to resume printing for the March issue, but the
deadline for items to be included will be 14 February, as normal.
Stay well and stay safe and keep following the official advice, and we look forward to seeing you
again for our March issue.
Kevin Coe
Editor

Cover image courtesy of Peter Messer—”Exercise over—heading home” (Nikon D90, 1/30 second, f5, 145mm, ISO 400)
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632754

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

JUNE

NOTICE
All Saturday coffee mornings
still cancelled till further notice
We apologise for any
inconvenience caused.

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
NHS24 (Out of Hours):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Perth & Kinross School Holidays

CORONAVIRUS—COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following symptoms:
fever, dry cough, shortness of breath,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY

HOLIDAY

Please call NHS24 on 111

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

RETURNING

DATES TO BE ADVISED

You can find the most up to date information about
Coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot
Please see page 8 for information on
how to register for online services from

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

TILING AND PLASTERING
SERVICES
Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work
All work carried out by fully
qualified Professionals and
Finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

JOHN A McINTOSH

•
•
•
•
•

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

TOSH TILING SERVICES
For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk
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Reekie Linn - Tayside’s most dramatic waterfall
Part 2 of a four-part series
While Reekie Linn has enchanted local people for generations, for Clare
Cooper the discovery of the "dramatic" gorge came a little later in life.
In 2012 East Anglian-born Clare, 62, moved to Alyth from London having
previously lived in Tanzania and Kenya.
The initial reason for the move was to be closer to her parents, who moved to
the area from Africa in 1998, but so entranced was Clare with this part of the
Angus/Perthshire border that it inspired her to co-found a groundbreaking
museum. With three other people, in March 2018 she set up the Cateran
Ecomuseum, a "museum without walls" covering some 1,000 square km of eastern Perthshire and western
Angus.
"We launched formally in November 2019 and on our
website you will find 18 pre-designed i�neraries which are
primarily walking and cycling i�neraries that will take you
all over this very, very beau�ful part of Scotland," said
Clare, who previously worked in the arts.
The rectangular stretch of land covered by the Cateran
Ecomuseum encompasses Glenshee, Kirkmichael, Coupar
Angus and Kirriemuir. Reekie Linn is one of its most
drama�c features.
"A couple of the Ecomuseum's itineraries come past Reekie Linn and you can stop off and enjoy this
incredible River Isla and the enormously deep and terrifying gorge that is the Reekie Linn waterfall. There are
six rivers that run across the Ecomuseum geography. The River Isla is one of them and is the biggest tributary
of the River Tay from this part of Scotland.
"It has a history of going up and down in water level - very significantly. So when there is a lot of rain in the
glens you will find it probably rises six or seven feet - if not more - quite rapidly and then it also goes down
quite rapidly as well. So coming to Reekie Linn a�er a storm you
have to be quite courageous.

"It's also a very important water source for farmers of Strathmore
who rely on drawing water from it during very dry periods, such as
we have had this year.
"The drop of the Reekie Linn waterfall is significant and it is certainly
the biggest waterfall in the eastern part of Scotland. It's up there as
one of Scotland's most drama�c waterfalls.
"It's very loved. If you talk to people who have visited the area and don't necessarily live here, as well as to
local people, there are many many memories of people coming here, the first �me they came here, bringing
special people here. It's got an enormous affec�on in a lot of people's lives."
Written by Stephen Eighteen, online editor, and first published by The Courier in November 2020. Reproduced by kind
permission. Picture credits: Josh Forbes and The Courier.
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Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
E.C.A. Registered and Approved

**HAIRDRESSER**

Stewart MacDonald

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Telephone 01828 632 995

Gi� Vouchers Available

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

THE ALYTH
TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR
NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone
Orders Welcome

See full menu instore

Opening Hours:
Mon - Fri 4.30pm - 9.30pm
Sat & Sun 4.30pm - 9pm

Stiff neck & shoulders?
Lower back pain? Like flatter abs?
Try Pilates classes with

STRATHMORE

Keep body and mind active
Anyone interested in joining this
friendly group please phone

01575 560274

All ages and abilities welcome
Classes: £42 per 6 week block
Mon 8pm
Tues 10:00am (11am to follow)
Wed 8pm
Thurs 10:00am (11am to follow)
Greengairs Health & Fitness, Rattray, PH10 7HE
Blairgowrie Physiotherapy clinic, PH10 6ET

Contact: 07730 413674 or Jo@leitfie.com or
Facebook: Strathmore Realistic Pilates
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A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Dung Beetles and Insecticides
The wind howls overhead and a brilliant new moon is riding high in the ice-blue sky. We are still only half way through January as I
type, and the leaves of lesser celandine are peeping out in patches where the snow has melted below the lime trees, only to freeze
again. In the meantime the stove is lit and the blinds are drawn.
The conversation turned to dung beetles today: the part they play in maintaining the fertility of the soil, and how it is important for the
survival of certain species of beetle that some cattle live outside through the winter to drop their dung, and leave habitat for the
dependent beetles. The subject came up because a look at a web site about farming and wildlife told its readers that dung beetles
were declining, like so much of the insect fauna of the world, and describing the important part these species play.
Turning, as ever, to the world wide web for more information, I discovered the following. In the British Isles there are around sixty
species of dung beetle. Some depend on sheep dung, some on cattle dung, others on the droppings of deer and so on. Some like to
live in dung that is cast in the shade, while others are happy to live on dung, dropped in sunny places. By consuming faeces they
contribute to nutrient cycling and the creation of soil (https://farmwildlife.info/2019/04/15/british-dung-beetles-here-to-help/).
There are three kinds of dung beetle if you classify them by their way of life: rollers, tunnellers and dwellers. Rollers are the ones who
roll balls of dung around, taking them from source to store, as it were. We don’t have rollers in this country, but we do have the other
two: the tunnellers who bury the dung they find and the dwellers who live in it.
A few days before this conversation a friend in South Africa had emailed me and some others, urging us to buy the insecticide,
ivermectin. This would, he claimed, cure, or ward off Covid. He told us that local dairy farmers rubbed it onto their thighs for this
purpose. This seemed very odd, not to say weird. However, there is interest in ivermectin as an anti-viral, so we shall see (https://
www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/statement-on-ivermectin/).

Well, what has ivermectin to do with dung beetles? The answer is that the dung of animals that have been treated with the wormer is
toxic to the beetles and other insects, who feed on and inhabit it. There you are, once again, a medicine that contributed to the wellbeing of humankind and the gaining of a Nobel prize for its discoverer, has unexpected side effects for the wider nature. I learned
years ago, in the early 1980s, when a sales rep first recommended we try Ivomec as a wormer for cattle, that the active chemical
came from an organism (Streptomyces avermitilis), found in the soil in Japan. In writing this piece, I found that the discoverer of
avermectin, from which ivermectin is derived, was the Japanese biochemist, Satoshi Omura. Professor Omura’s discovery of 1975
was developed by Merck’s William C Campbell and the Chinese chemist Tu Youyou. These three scientists, Japanese, Irish
American and Chinese, were awarded the Nobel prize for physiology or medicine in 2015 for this achievement among several others.
The moon is gibbous now. A yellow warning of snow and ice has announced itself on my computer. My toes are cold. Time to go out.
Paul Ramsay

open

☑ SCENIC LOCATION
☑ FUNCTIONSUITE
☑ HEATEDOUTDOORAREA
☑ DOGFRIENDLY
OPEN EVERYDAY

Conferences Parties Weddings Funerals

01828629141
“We use only the finest locally sourced ingredients”
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DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

Alyth based

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

Call Mariya:

07707 877319

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

for a quote

No job too big or too small!

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

Free Estimates
Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

NHS and Private Prescriptions
Long TermMedication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

Kilry Kirk
By Rev Stephen Blakey
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Thrifty One
From the Community, For the Community
Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com

We were quite reluctant to take down our Christmas windows this year! Not just
because it was quite a mission to get all that greenery up there, but it cheered us
all up! Anne was even more inspired than usual this year. With the help of Emily’s
massive contribution to executing Anne’s ideas and her ladder climbing skills, it all
came together! Thank you for all your lovely comments makes it all worthwhile.
Thanks as well to Andy, Robert & Isabel for taking it all down again!

We would also like to Thank Jenny for making and
donating a Christmas cake to raffle. Lots of you
bought tickets and it raised, £86!

We were happy to collaborate with Alyth Eco Kids again this Christmas. They made eco friendly
reusable gift bags and wax wraps out of pre-used fabrics. Proceeds went to Friend’s of The Earth
climate change projects.
It was encouraging to see so many customers coming in to buy decorations and gifts this year.
Apart from being an economic way of Christmas shopping, buying second-hand or unwanted new
items benefits the wider environment.

Donation:
Our January donation is our annual contribution to the Alyth Voice funds. They play such a vital part in keeping the Alyth Community
connected and informed. It was lovely to have the return of paper issues through the second half of last year and look forward to their
return before too long.
At the time of writing we have no idea of when we will be able to open again, but we are looking forward to seeing you all when we do. In
the meantime stay warm and safe.
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:
• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot
• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,
Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524
Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP
Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Clinical Aromatherapist
Liz Jenkins—mifpa
Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.
Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Wills
01250 874441

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Children Aren’t Out of Mind This Christmas
Alyth’s schoolchildren weren’t out of mind this Christmas thanks to a project run
by the School Parent Council with funding from our Community Projects Fund.
Alyth Primary had planned a visit by Santa (outdoors and fully covid-compliant),
but decided that it would be better for younger children to receive selection
boxes provided by the School Parent Council using the ADT grant. 185
selection boxes to the value of £2 per head were wrapped and labelled and
delivered to the School. Additional quantities of 20 and 55 Christmas
chocolates and sweets to the value of £1 per head were labelled and provided
to Food for Thought and Just4Kidz Nursery. Nut, dairy and gluten allergies
were taken into account. All the boxes were joyfully received by the School,
Food for Thought and Just4Kidz Nursery, bringing joy and a Christmassy feel to
the children of Alyth.
Helping Bamff rewilding project
We were delighted to help Bamff Estate, in association with the
Woodland Trust, organise a community tree-planting event over the
weekend of 21/22 November. Around 60 people came from all over the
local area to plant 842 trees and shrubs in socially-distanced time-slots
across the two days. Saplings of oak, rowan, hazel, hawthorn,
blackthorn, silver birch, dog rose and crab apple were given new homes
across the fields around Bamff House, along with two generous gifts – a
child of the Fortingall Yew (one of the oldest trees in Britain at up to 3,000
years old) and a cutting from the Carnoustie Dibble Tree (a 200-year-old
willow said to have grown from a garden planting stake left in the
ground). Most of the saplings were planted in tree enclosures
constructed earlier last year, where they can become a seed source for
the surrounding ground.
The fields containing these were due to be released from mainstream
agriculture in December as part of the Bamff Rewilding Project.
Jubilee Park update
We’re proud to be working with the newly-established Jubilee Park Working Group on plans to revitalise the Park and make
it even more of a community asset. See elsewhere in this issue for their first update, including a community survey that they
are undertaking to get views on what would be best for the town. You can complete the survey online (link in the Working
Group article) and also print out the survey for those who would prefer to answer it on paper.
SSEN sub-station donations
We’ve been successful in securing donations totalling £3,000 from SSEN in connection with the new sub-station they are
building near Hallyards farm on the Balendoch Road. The funds will go towards running a community engagement project
on climate change in conjunction with Alyth Youth Partnership; the Alyth Riverkeepers Project to survey and protect wildlife
in the Den, and electricity top-up cards to help Food for Thought support local families experiencing fuel poverty.
Local countryside access gets extra funding
Access to the stunning countryside just north of Alyth for the local community and visitors is getting a big boost from the
Drumderg Community Fund. Nearly £13,000 of SSE Renewables funding via Drumderg has been awarded to develop a
path network around Bamff Estate, including the installation of new self-closing gates and waymarkers along the routes as
well as the development of an illustrated map and leaflet of the new path network. We’re proud to be part of this project,
which will be managed by Perth and Kinross Countryside Trust (PKCT) in association with the Estate and ADT, and will tie
in with biodiversity and climate change mitigating projects and ambitions on the Estate.
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NOTICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Thurs & Fri
10am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth
(Except last
Friday of
month)

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
9.30am & 11am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

COVID REGULATIONS APPLY
www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.org.uk

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES

A Said Eucharist form of Service,
starting at 11:15 am, will take place
on the following:
Sundays in December:
6th, 13th, 20th, 25th (11:00 am), 27th
Sundays in January:
3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st
All COVID-19
rules and regulations apply; socially
distanced seating; face coverings to
be worn. Limited numbers.
Further information, please contact
Carol Renwick: 01828 640591
Parish website: www.abcsaints.co.uk
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NOTICES
Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

11:00am to 12:00pm
2:00pm to 3.00pm

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club
Town Square
Town Square

DECEMBER 2020
(Draw No. 200)
(Thanks to Margaret White)
1st - £50 - No.164 - Frances Robertson
2nd - £30 - No.108 - George Bell
3rd - £20 - No.120 - Gregor Rintoul
JANUARY 2021
(Draw No. 201)
(Thanks to Marcello Franceschi
of The Alyth Traditional Fish Bar)
1st - £50 - No.194 - Mr & Mrs G Inkster
2nd - £30 - No.167 - Marguerite McKenzie
3rd - £20 - No.120 - Neil Young

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk

ALYTH COFFEE
CYCLE
We pedal in search of coffee and
cake
every Wednesday morning .
If this sounds like a good idea
please join us
Meet in Alyth square 9.30 am
find us on Facebook at
The Alyth Coffee Cycle
phone Pat 07583297408
or just turn up
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STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on The
Square by The Burn.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Tuesdays at 1.30pm on Square by the Burn
958498 (Walk Leader)
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
632674 (Walk Leader)
Marja & Tom Dalziel
633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 01250 871059 (Walk Leader)
John Eggleston
633965 (Walk Leader)
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Alyth Community Support Group
I wish everyone in Alyth and surrounding areas good health
and continue to be safe. Well, here we are entering another
new year. We recently posted on our ACSG Facebook page
asking what the community of Alyth's wishes are for the coming year, and what they want for their town. There has been a
lot of interest and a lot of great ideas coming in, all we ask is
that please be reminded we are volunteers but as a community anything is possible. If anyone has ideas feel free to pop into
Food For Thought and let Darren know what your idea is, or you can email us on acsg@alyth.online - we would love to hear from
you. We will put all these ideas together and discuss at our next meeting. The Rivertrack has quietly been working away keeping us updated on the water levels. We are also grateful to be kept in the loop from Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) on anything
that is related to Alyth, along with the use of a container and being stored on PKC land.
Community Action Planning
We are also delighted to announce that we are partnering with Alyth Development Trust (ADT) and have been accepted into the
small cohort of communities that PKC are sponsoring to take part in this activity in Perthshire. Their sponsorship comes to us in
the form of the support and training that we will receive from the Rural Perth and Kinross LEADER Programme, who are to set up
dates for the training, identify others we want to involve now or later, and recruit a Community Connector who will be a part-time
worker paid for by this programme. (This is a great part-time job so do spread the word -- training is provided.)
This new role will assist in the development of a new Community Action Plan (CAP), which will help to identify the main priorities
for the area and how the community can help influence and achieve positive changes at a local level. You can see the advert for
this job in this issue of the Voice and also on the noticeboard in the Market Square. To apply, please email your CV to alythdevelopmenttrust@gmail.com, or for further information contact: Russell on 07925 648819. If you know anyone else who might be
interested, please let them know about this great opportunity.
Dot McKenzie ACSG Chairperson
Flood Resilience (Alan Shaw):
We have very generously been donated a generator from Frank Robb of Alyth Caravan Store and Jim at Wee Machines Alyth
has kindly serviced it for us. It is absolutely amazing through these lockdown times these two local businessmen have gone out
of their way to contribute their time, items and efforts for the community of Alyth. This will be a great help for the flood response
team, to be used in emergencies . Also we would like to thank PKC for the container that they have provided which will be used
for vital equipment for the emergency flood response team. We have put in a funding request for various required items for this.
River Keepers (Clare Cooper):
The new River Keepers Group has now had confirmation from the Conservation Volunteers that they are able to support the setting up and development of the Group and PKC’s Flooding team are happy with their proposals. Whilst recruitment and activities
can’t formally begin until lockdown measures allow, plans will now be put in place so that we can hit the ground running as soon
as it is safe to do so. If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Clare Cooper on clarelrcooper@gmail.com
Food For Thought (Darren Gracey):
We are remaining closed to the general public until 18th January. This is to allow all the volunteers time to organise their families
with the online learning and myself time with family however during this time we are remaining open for referrals and we have
began the prescription/ shopping service again which is seeing some use. Referrals are coming in as
normal and going back out with ease.
We had a very successful Christmas event in which families were given out Christmas food hampers then we had an event
where we provided Christmas activity packs out to families in Alyth.
We are now working with the community connection tablet loan scheme. This is a scheme that they had begun in Blairgowrie to
give residents in Blairgowrie and Rattray with no online access who can benefit from their FREE tablet loan scheme. They can
provide a tablet (with charger), along with a data sim for those who do not have access to the internet already. The tablet can be
used for keeping in touch with community groups, keeping in touch with family and friends, accessing online services, Helping
children connect with schools and any other appropriate uses. Where possible, they will aim to provide socially distanced training
for the tablet, telephone support or a guide that will help you use the device. People can get in touch to get the application for this
directly through us at the hub. We have access to a limited amount but if the scheme proves to be in need, we may be able to
get some more.
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Do you or a loved one need help with
Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing - Shopping –
Assistance getting to and from
Social Events and Appointments
NEW SERVICES
One off Cleans - Office Cleans Holiday Let Cleans
Call Karena or Elaine on 07484787574
Or Email us at
info@strathmorehomeservices.com
All Services are delivered by Professional,
Reliable, Friendly Staff, who are Police
hecked and Fully Insured

MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Support from GrowBiz in 2021
2020 was an extraordinarily tough year and many businesses in need of assistance turned to us at
GrowBiz. Since the March lockdown we have helped over 800 rural businesses, providing support for
them to keep going, adapt and wherever possible, use digital applications to keep trading. And we are
poised to help as many as possible through this year too. Here’s just a few of the ways we can provide
support:
1-1 meetings are available over the phone or via video conferencing (Zoom). This means you can chat with an experienced and
friendly advisor in a completely confidential setting. In particular, your advisor can talk you through what funding options might be
available and even help you to apply.
Online events provide opportunities to learn and network. Instead of meeting in person, GrowBiz’s free events are now held
online via Zoom and include opportunities to meet peers, share experiences and hear from inspirational speakers. Many of our
events also include opportunities to learn new skills or improve existing ones.

Learning resources are available on our website. Through our new
Learning pages you can download a variety of resources on topics
such as moving sales and services online, and digital marketing to
help you adapt to the current business environment and make
your enterprise as resilient as possible.
REDS membership is designed to help rural businesses. GrowBiz
launched REDS after seeing the hardship to rural businesses as a
result of the March 2020 lockdown. It provides free enterprise
support to all its members across Scotland, exclusive events, a
supportive community, the opportunity to sign up to the REDS gift
card programme and a listing on the REDS directory. Find out
more at www.reds.scot
GrowBiz also has a dedicated Coronavirus Support page on its
website, sends out a weekly newsletter with all the latest news,
and publishes a weekly coronavirus update on its blog. See all this and more at www.growbiz.co.uk

The Isla Parishes
The on-going winter weather along with renewed lockdown restrictions are combining to keep life even quieter than usual this month.
We locked the church doors again, celebrated Burn’s Night on Zoom, and have settled into following the ‘Stay at Home’ national
guidance. We are all united in our hopes that the vaccination roll-out will go well and will be effective in controlling the virus, and
hoping that spring comes soon with some good news of a free summer when we can meet and hug and feel some friendly normality
once again.
There have, of course, been many positive outcomes from these abnormal months. Many of us have learnt new IT skills and find
ourselves communicating with people in new ways. We have spoken to our family in New Zealand more frequently during lockdown
than we used to do.
In order to maximise the fact that more people are engaged with YouTube and Zoom, we have upgraded our broadband access for
Kilry Kirk. Through the services of Angus WISP we now have 20 Mbps Internet into the manse and the church. We will use this in all
sorts of ways in the months and years to come. It will mean, for example, that we are able to live-stream church services. Families in
far-flung places will be able to log-in to share in weddings for example!
In the mean-time we need to focus-in and knuckle-down, staying at home and staying safe. And we need to keep caring and
supporting and looking out for each other. The Isla Parishes has reopened our Telephone Circle, with a team of ‘callers’ keeping in
touch with those with limited contact. Any way we can share love with others is important in these days.
So, in the cold dark days of February, we wish you all every blessing from The Isla Parishes. Remember to keep in touch – with
family and friends and neighbours – and with God.
Rev Stephen A Blakey
StephenABlakey@icloud.com
01575 560226
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Get your copy of “Romance and Realism”
In the last three 2020 issues of the Voice, we serialised “Romance and Reality” by local author
Alastair Chisholm, an epic saga telling the story of the fictional Cameron family from Strathan
on the shores of Loch Arkaig in the Highlands. If you enjoyed the excerpts and would like to
follow the whole story, we are offering the chance to buy the book for just £10, with all
proceeds going to raise funds for the Voice.
The story follows Cameron family members as they travel the world witnessing the real people
and events of the tumultuous years from 1894 to the present day. You can read the first three
chapters of the saga in the October, November and December editions of the Voice (available
online at https://alythvoice.co.uk/issues.htm). We have 25 copies for sale with proceeds going
to Voice funds.
As well as the Voice, Alastair is generously donating copies for sale via several other good
causes close to his heart: Erskine Hospital, Hansel Village, the Flat-coated Retriever Society,
and his own regimental benevolent fund.
To reserve your copy of “Romance and Reality”, please email us at editor@alythvoice.co.uk,
and we will reply with details of how to pay and arrangements for delivering your copy.

Gruneberg
Linda, Laura, Claire and families thank most sincerely relatives, friends and neighbours for the overwhelming expressions of
sympathy, letters, cards, flowers and telephone calls received following the recent sad loss of their husband and dad, Rudolf.
Special thanks to Dr Johnston and nurses at Alyth Health Centre, Derek Colley for his kind words and uplifting service, David Scott
Funeral Directors and to Donna at Pitcrocknie.
On the day of Rudolf’s funeral it was a great comfort to see so many friends and members of Alyth Musical Society paying their last
respects.
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Thrifty One, Alyth - and Blairgowrie - went orange for 16 days!
As a member of Soroptimist International Great Britain & Ireland (SIGBI) www.sigbi.org,
a service organisation making a difference locally, nationally & internationally, I was
aware that 25th November – 10th December is the United Nations (UN) annual ‘16 Days
of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence’ international campaign.
At the last minute, and as a resident, I wondered if Blairgowrie might do something to
raise awareness about the extent and the different forms of violence against women
and girls. As well as having ribbons attached to the Wellmeadow railings, the wonderful
owners/staff of many shops decorated their windows with an orange theme, orange
being the campaign’s colour, and displayed Stop Violence Against Women posters for
the 16 Days.
And much to my delight, so did Thrifty One with Anne dressing a white Christmas tree in
orange decorations noting that much violence against women happens during the season of goodwill, the festive season. Thank you so much to Anne and Thrifty One.
Hopefully we can build on the local 2020 campaign in 2021 involving as many women
and men who have a social conscience especially as the situation has got worse during
the pandemic.
And once again, I have reason to say ‘thank you’ Thrifty One!
Jean Campbell

RBLS ALYTH BRANCH
Firstly, let me wish all our members and readers a very Happy New Year. I hope
you all experience a more enjoyable 2021.
It is the time of year for renewal of membership of the branch (in fact we are slightly behind owing to delays caused by Covid
restrictions affecting HQ Staff in processing membership paperwork).
In order to protect our members and committee, we will be unable to visit each member's household for at least the
next few months therefore, we are asking that all existing and new members wishing to join, would please contact
any of the committe ( telephone numbers below) and advise of a simple YES or NO to membership.
By doing this it will allow the committee to pay the requested ongoing or new memberships using existing branch funds,
and we can then arrange the £10.00 fee collection from members at a date and time free from current restrictions. (Please note that
current membership
fees are recommended by HQ as £15 but Alyth are continuing, for the fourth year running, to subsidise this fee to remain at only £10)
I dearly hope that all of you will continue to support the Branch through continued membership and, that anyone who is contemplating
membership also gets in touch - we would love to hear from you.
Committee members contact numbers;

GARRY MITCHELL - 01828 633255
JIM MACFARLANE - 01828 632650
JIM ADAMSON - 07976 606119
PETER FAIRGRIEVE - 01828 632223
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Pet Care Services

This may be an opportune time to consider your branding
and company exposure. Are you being seen? A change of
design, colours or font can instantly gain more exposure as
your new look gains interest. Sometimes a minor change
makes a huge impact!

07933 705 476
01828 633 998
Based in Alyth
gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com

•

•
•

•
•

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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SCOUTS
How quickly circumstances change! There we were in mid-December holding meetings having undertaken the covid requirements
and in January – full stop. But we are all in the same boat, so it’s back to making the most of the situation.
Thank goodness we managed to celebrate the festive season. For the Beavers and Cubs this took the form of traditional parties
which were thoroughly enjoyed. I do admire the Leaders for the amount of work they put into these events. The smiles and laughter
were evident – and the guys enjoyed it too!
We are fortunate to have a projector that we can use for activities. I am even more fortunate to have Patrick West who knows how
to work it! He gave the Scouts a choice of film for their Christmas meeting. They all settled for a Johnny English film which proved
very popular. Due to the seating arrangements, the Leaders were presented with a side on look at the screen which did tend to spoil
the effect for us, but it did give us an insight as to the Scouts reaction – which was better than the film. I was quite convinced at least
one guy was going to fall of his chair as the convulsed with laughter. Must make a point of catching up with the film at some point.

The Explorer Unit opted for a bonfire and hot dogs. The hypnotic effect of the flames is quite intoxicating, and I was particularly
amused at how popular the hot dogs were. Coming back for seconds was high on the priority lists for may of them. The expression
“Feeding bananas to elephants” spring to mind.
So here we are in January with meetings suspended for the meantime. The work of the Group still goes on with the ever-present
administration which never seems to stop. Well done to the team to handle the returns/census figures/etc.
In the words of Mr Schwarzenegger “We’ll be back” – Watch this space!

Ron Kirkpatrick
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AYP
Happy New Year to all readers of the Alyth Voice, let’s hope we’ve got more to talk about this year than last! One last piece of
business for 2020 was the Christmas Tree Trail - well done to Rhiona, Kaitlyn and the team of helper for making it happen and to
the businesses who supported it. The winners of the vouchers were Abbie, Broden and Isla.
A huge thank you to Jane Wilkinson who helped the young people make Christmas wreaths, which they then gave out to relatives
and neighbours, which was lovely. Jane was great with the young people and managed to talk them through the process, show
them the techniques, and still maintain social distancing – amazing!
The optimism for the New Year was quickly drained with the announcement of the latest lockdown meaning that again, for now,
our activities are extremely curtailed. We have had to stop our pop up youth clubs and only engage with the young people online.
This has many obvious drawbacks, not just because most youngsters have had enough of the computer by the end of the school
day but also because for many the broadband doesn’t seem to be coping with the increased demand placed on it by kids and
adults working from home.

Having said that, we have still had lots of fun sessions and managed to do quizzes, pictionary, and charades from home and by
the time you read this there will have been a large number of young people and their families taking part in the RSPB Big Garden
Bird Watch.
As part of the Young Placechangers programme, we have been designing sheltered benches that we now have the funding to
build and install in an area of the town which we hope will be a nice place to sit for people of any age, even if it’s raining.
Our 16+ Activity Agreements are keeping us very busy as we try our best to support young people who are not in employment,
education or training to get involved in activities that will make them more confident and ready to work.
We have a good core group of young people from Kirkmichael continuing to engage with us and when the time comes, we will run
clubs up there in partnership with local volunteers.

With the vaccination programme gathering pace, we can at least think about what we might like to do when restrictions are lifted.
One thing we have learned from 2020 is not to take any of it for granted, and also that some of our best youth work is when we
are out and about in the town and whilst doing activities in the den and the park. So the AYP programme of the future will look
slightly different to what it used to be, with much more emphasis on being outside. On the occasions when we are in the Hub we
can maybe make more use of technology such as Zoom to include young people who are not able to come along.
Whatever the future holds, we will continue to offer the young people opportunities to engage in fun activities, go on trips all over
Scotland and beyond, and be a positive part of their community.
George Annan
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Big thank-you to everyone involved in the 2020 Christmas Lights
We’d like to say a big “Thank You” to all the volunteers and Special Thanks to Craig Nixon, ALGO, J K Phillips agricultural contractor and Pete Robertson of West Pitnacree Farm for suppling the access equipment, without which putting up and taking down
the lights would have been impossible.
Last but definitely not least a massive Thank You to everyone who has donated to our funds this year, either direct or via the JustGiving page online (which raised over £925 - special thanks to Ryan Mollison for organising that!). In the absence of the parade
this year, these funds will be vital in allowing us to continue to carry out maintenance on the lights and possibly be able to purchase something new for next Christmas.
Thanks very much to everyone,
John Wheatley
Alyth Christmas Lights Chairman

Alyth firefighters to the rescue again

Alyth welcomed in 2021 in somewhat spectacular style when sparks from the New Year Beacon ignited very dry gorse nearby.
Fortunately, our own ‘firies’ sprang into action armed with bow-saws and beaters. They cut a firebreak through the gorse downwind of the hill fire, then defended the firebreak by beating out the flames approaching them on the burning gorse.
Pictures sent in by readers show the fire at its height shortly after 4pm and the firies batting out the last of the flames just before
5.30pm.
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www.resoluteit.co.uk

Gr angemo unt
Cat t er y

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Tel: 01828 632284

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Alyth Literary Society
Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Due to the ongoing restrictions it will not
be possible to meet during the
current session.

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

It is hoped that a full programme will
commence in October 2021.

David Scott Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433
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WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATVʼsand Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshopfacilities
Onsite service available
Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on
07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

www.weemachines.co.uk

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
7 Market Square
Alyth
01828 958040
Coffee - Meals - Take-away - Ice-cream
With ample parking in front of the cafe and our outdoor
seating (where dogs are welcome to enjoy a cool drink too!)
we really have all you can wish for right here at
Café in the Square, including:
Barista coffee, specialty teas, milkshakes,
ice cold drinks & ice-cream.
Homemade soup & freshly prepared meals, salad bar and
yummy cakes, pancakes, traybakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby change.
We even offer free WiFi and USB charging points!
Open Mon - Fri 9-4 & Sat 10-4
Closed Sunday

• wills & executries • employment law
• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consulta�on
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor

All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk
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COTY Winners
As reported in our December issue, Alyth Community Council has announced the
winners of Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year, and Community Group of
the Year. We found time in January to speak to all three winners and get their
reactions to the awards.
Bob Kydd - Citizen of the Year
For Bob Kydd, who works as a groundworks foreman with Advanced Construction,
the award was a complete surprise: “When the message came through, I was quite
taken aback, but in a good way!” he said. “I joined the Support Group when my
granny was flooded out in the 2015 floods. I thought then that we can’t let this
happen again. The Burn at that time was overgrown and a mess - the water had no
clear getaway and kids couldn’t play there like they did when I was a bairn. So the
first tidy-up was me and a few mates getting some lawnmowers and so on, cutting
the grass back and giving it a general tidy up.
“I’m not too sure how we got from there into the Burn Brigade. We’ve expanded in
tidying up in various locations around the town, complementing the great work that
Alyth in Bloom do. Now as many as 30 people are turning out regularly, and it’s
good to see everyone working as a team - adults and children as well, including
Alyth Youth Partnership learning to take a pride in their community and
surroundings.
“We’re looking forward to going into 2021 with the team, and maybe getting stuck in to other projects such as the wee park - trim
back some bushes and shrubs and keep it looking nice. This award is as much for the whole team as it is for me - I wouldn’t
have been awarded it if it hadn’t been for them - 100%.”
Cameron Gracey - Young Citizen of the Year
Cameron Gracey, too, was surprised but pleased to be honoured: “I feel very happy about it, that I’ve been pointed out and
seen as making a difference. I started helping out with my Dad at the Foodbank when it was based up at the Church at the start
of the lockdown, and then when it moved into the new space on Airlie Street. I help with making up food parcels and welcoming
people into the Foodbank, seeing what they need and helping them find it. I also help with the flood stuff and going round
chatting to people and seeing how they are, and also the special events we did at Halloween and Christmas.”
Cameron is in second year at Blair High, but finds time most days after school and particularly at weekends, whenever help is
needed. “I used to like gymnastics every Saturday and going out with friends and going to AYP, but lockdown has restricted a
lot of that, “ she says, “but now I have an hour or two - sometimes more - everyday doing this and it stops me getting bored. I’d
encourage other young people to come along and get the experience of helping - I’ve seen what it can do in teaching new skills
and meeting new people.”
Dot McKenzie, Chair of Alyth Community Support Group - Community Group of the Year
“We were really quite surprised,” says Dot. “We’ve been quietly working away in the background since 2015, and it’s amazing
the way it’s slowly grown from a simple Facebook page and taken on a life of its own. That’s all down to the community of Alyth
- they’ve made it their group, a place where anyone can go to ask for any help they need for themselves or anyone else, whether
or not it’s anything to do with the flood.”
Dozens of people are now involved, including the flood defence team, the Food for Thought team, the clean-up team and many
others. The Facebook page has more than 1600 followers, and almost the whole community is involved or connected in some
way with ACSG.
“For 2021, we’ll continue doing what we can to prevent or limit the impact of future floods, such as installing the flood pods to
make essential equipment readily available for emergencies,” says Dot. “We’ll also focus on mental health and wellbeing tackling depression - a hidden issue to some extent. We want people to accept that it’s good to talk and get problems out in the
open - sometimes hard in a small tight-knit community like Alyth. We’re looking at getting people trained in providing help and
support, even if it’s just someone to talk to, plus other initiatives to get people out and about and meeting others.”
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Working to make the most of Jubilee Park
The Jubilee Park Working Group has been set up to assist Alyth Development Trust (ADT) look into the feasibility of making improvements to Jubilee Park.
The park is used mostly by walkers and in particular the Alyth Amateur football team but has so much potential.
Our aim is to ensure as much feedback is gained into what "the community wants" and along with ADT attempt to find ways of getting
things done.
We have set up a Facebook page, an email address and as you read this the community consultation survey will be in circulation.
Sadly we cannot deliver to doors so if you have relatives or friends who cannot access it lend a hand get their view and submit the
survey.
The community consultation is a substantial tool when it comes to applying for funding, if you want improvements take five minutes out
of your day to complete the survey. All too often the cry of 'nothing happens anyway' is because people don't take the time to complete a survey.
Thanks to ACSG for running a post regards what can be improved in the town, we have managed to collate the feedback given.
We cannot promise every idea will happen, however we have identified through discussion that the need for a path route is something
to start with, suitable for prams, wheelchairs, mobility scooters, walkers, runners, cyclists, carers taking clients out for a walk in a safer
environment etc. It can even form a connection to the town from Pitcrocknie Village therefore encouraging residents to use the local
businesses.
We are in discussion with the developers of Pitcrocknie who have indicated they are going to look into the feasibility of carrying out
some of the works for a pathway. No final decision has been taken on anything and can't be decided on until the consultation is complete and the community have had their say.

We want to hear from local groups / organisations on how we can all work together to make the park a better experience for all.
Steven Boath
Chair, Jubilee Park Working Group
Take the consultation survey here -

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KKHN8SP

Email: jubileeworkinggroup@yahoo.com
FaceBook: https://m.facebook.com/106229391443054

27

28

29

30

Big funding wins for Alyth
Alyth is set to benefit from more than £110,000 of new investment in tourism and community development.
The Cateran Ecomuseum announced just before Christmas that it has secured £82,640 to develop a second stage of heritagebased walking and cycling itineraries across eastern Perthshire and western Angus. Just days later, Alyth Development Trust
and the Ecomuseum confirmed another grant of £30,000 for a project to inspire the local communities in the area to act quickly
on climate change.
“Travel for All Our Tomorrows”
In the first project, the Cairngorms National Park, NatureScot, Paths for All and Perth & Kinross Council, together with the Cateran Ecomuseum’s own directors have agreed to invest in a project called “Travel for All Our Tomorrows”. The project aims to
grow the number of regenerative tourism experiences including events and activities around new walking and cycling itineraries
offered by the Cateran Ecomuseum, and kickstart a campaign to position it as one of Scotland’s premier car-free holiday destinations.

Regenerative tourism encourages people to rethink how they travel for leisure and how they enjoy the places they choose to
travel to in ways that ‘leave things better’ and ensure those places are available for future generations to enjoy. Active travel,
which encompasses walking and cycling, is regenerative because it reduces carbon footprint, places less pressure on the environmental resources of host communities and replenishes and restores people’s physical and mental wellbeing.
“Museum of Rapid Transition”
The second project, funded by the Gannochy Trust, will enable ADT and the Ecomuseum to launch a world-leading three-year
programme of events and activities involving local people and visitors. The project partners plan to use the natural and cultural
heritage of the area to help communities switch to more regenerative ways of living.
In its first year, coinciding with Scotland’s hosting of the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26), the ‘Museum of Rapid Transition’ initiative will stage a series of events and activities under the programme banner ‘From Deep Time to Our Time’. This
will show how epochal changes in geology and climate have shaped the landscape, determined the flora and fauna, and influenced human settlement, land-use, and social and political organisation. The aim is to demonstrate how past actions have degraded the landscape and how, by reconnecting to and innovating with indigenous and past knowledge, communities can regenerate the land and innovate their relationship with it.
Find out more about the two grants here: https://cateranecomuseum.co.uk/blog/
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Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments
(please phone by 9.30am)
• Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry

• Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

We urgently require a deputy for our 'Layout Artist’.
Are you available to compile a few magazines throughout the
year? Training is available. Must have own PC
Would suit a student or someone with some spare time.
‘Come and join us, we’re a fun bunch’.
contact: copy@alythvoice.co.uk
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Happy Natural Year
We hope that you have all had a lovely Christmas and New Year, although a bit quieter than normal! The weather has
certainly turned much colder and as we write we are huddled up in our winter woollies doing home schooling.
Talking about cosy jumpers, have you ever thought about what yours was made
of? You may be surprised to learn that it is quite possibly made out of plastic! So
how can we be environmentally friendly with the clothes we wear? Let’s start by
saying that there is no perfect solution; no matter what we choose to wear it will
have an impact on the environment. Natural fibres are commonly thought to be
more environmentally friendly when compared to their counterparts,
synthetics. Natural fibres have several different sources, they can be derived from
plants such as cotton and bamboo or animals such as wool. They are more
commonly renewable, biodegradable and tend to be more carbon-neutral than
synthetics. However, they can also have very bad effects on the environment. For
example, cotton takes a lot of water to grow and requires pesticides and
herbicides, and the wastewater from the textile industry can also harm wildlife
because of the chemicals in it.
What are synthetics and what impact do they have on
our environment? Synthetics are manmade materials which are usually made
from oil. Examples of synthetics are acrylic, polyester and nylon. As these
materials are not biodegradable they frequently end up in landfill which can lead
to future generations being left to deal with it. Additionally, every time you wash
your synthetic clothes tiny fibres come off them and end up in the sewer system.
One study found that a 5kg wash can create 6 million to 17.7 million tiny
microfibres, that’s a LOT! Some of these microfibres are filtered out at
wastewater treatment centres, but because they’re so small many still get
through. These fibres will either end up in sewer-sludge which is used as fertiliser
or go into rivers and the ocean. Microfibres even end up in the water we drink! It’s
estimated that half a million tonnes of plastic microfibres a year end up in the
ocean where they may be eaten by marine microorganisms and enter the food
chain. They have been found in many of the different foods that we eat. We aren’t
completely sure yet what these plastic micro fibres can do to us and our
environment yet, but it’s known that plastic can lead to chemical and biological
changes in ocean organisms. Microplastics can also bind chemicals that can be toxic. Research from the University of
Nottingham showed that there were also lots of natural fibres from clothing in samples of river water. Natural fibres will
eventually breakdown but it can take a long time and it’s not yet known if they harm wildlife.

As we have said, there is no perfect solution. One of the best things that you can do to cut down on the amount of
microfibres coming from your washing machine is to only wash clothes when you really need to, do a full load of
washing and don’t use a tumble dryer as it moves clothes around a lot and makes them shed more tiny fibres (they
are also not good for the environment in other ways). New clothes shed more fibres so try to wear clothes until they
wear out (or you have grown out of them!) and once you have finished with your clothes, please remember to recycle
what you can. Consider buying pre-loved/secondhand clothes whenever possible.
By Katy Appleton, Evie Annan, Helen Steel, Isla Beckett, Amber Chapman and Morven Moyes
Follow us on Instagram @alythecokids
We would welcome contributions from other children on environmental issues. Please send your articles, stories or
poems into the Alyth Voice – you can also send pictures! Don’t forget to include your name and contact details.
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Business Update

Lockdown Grant Top-Up Funding: In addition to the grants businesses receive through the Strategic Business Framework
Fund, eligible businesses will also get a one off grant of: £25,000 for larger hospitality businesses on top of the four-weekly
£3,000; £6,000 for smaller hospitality businesses on top of the four-weekly £2,000; £9,000 for larger retail and leisure
businesses on top of the four-weekly £3,000; £6,000 for smaller retail and leisure businesses on top of the four-weekly £2,000.
In most cases, eligible businesses that have already applied for the four-weekly payment from the Strategic Framework
Business Fund will get an automatic top-up. Businesses that haven't yet applied for either of these funds should submit an
application as soon as possible through their local authority website. Find out more here
Visual Artist and Craft Maker Awards: Fife and Perth & Kinross: The VACMA awards are supported by Creative Scotland
through funding from the National Lottery in partnership with Fife Contemporary and Fife Cultural Trust. In place of usual
awards, this year fixed bursaries are available in recognition of the ongoing impacts of COVID-19. The fund is open to Visual
Artists/Craft Makers who can demonstrate a commitment to developing their creative practice and are living, working or
maintaining a studio space within the Local Authority area to which they are applying. The next deadline will be Tuesday 2
February 2021 at 5pm. Find out more here.
Hardship Fund for Creative Freelancers: A second round of funding is available to creative freelancers working in Scotland
experiencing immediate financial hardship (inability to meet essential costs) due to loss of income as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. The funds offer a one-off payment and you can only apply once, including if you applied to this fund during the first
round of applications. Find out more here.
Business Directory on Perth City Website: Perth City are tweaking the business directory on PerthCity.co.uk to transform it
into a one stop lockdown resource, with information on takeaways, food and drink shops, online deliveries and more. A listing
is free of charge to all Perth & Kinross businesses. Register here.

New Lockdown Grants: Businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors are to receive a one-off grant, granted on a
per-property basis to closed businesses as follows: £4,000 for businesses with a rateable value of £15,000 or under; £6,000 for
businesses with a rateable value between £15,000 and £51,000; £9,000 for businesses with a rateable value of over
£51,000. Find out more here.
From GrowBiz - supporting business in rural Perthshire https://www.growbiz.co.uk

Fotheringham
Isobel, Ian, Angela, Angus and family would like to thank relatives, friends and neighbours for the many cards, messages and
flowers they received on the very sad loss of Ian.
Thank you also to Derek Colley for his comforting service and also to David Scott Funeral Directors and Martin for all their
support and help at a difficult time. We would also like to thank everyone who paid their respects to Ian as the cortege went
through Alyth, it gave us great comfort.
Much appreciated
Isobel and Family
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ALYTH VOICE TEAM
07938 643979 (please leave a message if we are unavailable)
Editor:
Layout Artist:
Deputy Layout (trainee)
Advertising:
Distribution:
Delivery Team:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:
Social Media:
Treasurer (trainee) & Postal:
Voice Reporter/Journalist
Voice Committee Member
Voice Committee Member
Fund Raising Sub Committee
Voice Committee Members

Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Urgent Vacancy
Admin Vacancy - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home
Mel McFadden - accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk
Niamh McFadden - socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk
B Kidd - b@alythvoice.co.uk
Kevin Coe - reporter@alythvoice.co.uk
Paul Ramsay - paul@alythvoice.co.uk
Morag Hornsted
Sheila Fisher
Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Rendezvous
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Rendezvous
Printed for Alyth Voice by Tay Valley Design

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation
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