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INFORMATION
PLEASE REMEMBER all articles and adverts you wish placed in the Voice need to
arrive with us no later than the 14th of the month.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly magazine, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

EDITOR’S LETTER

Welcome to the May issue of the Alyth Voice!
Spring is finally here, and the daffodils are in full bloom heralding the relaxation of pandemic
restrictions and the steady return to something like normal!
It’s great to see the churches and other organisations opening up again, and in this issue of the Voice
we carry updates from Alyth Parish Church and St Ninian’s Church about services they have planned
over the coming weeks (p12). Alyth Youth Partnership reports that they have resumed outdoor
meetings (p26), and the Alyth Walkers are also back out on the trail (p14). Thrifty One tell us that the
new e-bike funded by Alyth Development Trust has been out and about (p9), and the Photographic
Club are also planning to resume face-to-face meetings later in the year - see a stunning selection of
some of their previous work in a special feature in this issue (pp27/29). We also have news of a big
funding win to upgrade some of the pathways around Alyth including the world-famous Cateran Trail
(p11).
I’m sure we’ve all seen images of the litter and rubbish ruining beauty spots around the country as
lockdown eases, especially in the big cities. The Alyth Eco Kids in this issue give us a timely
reminder about the problem (p19), so when you’re out and about enjoying the new freedoms please
be mindful about keeping our wee town as beautiful as possible.
Continuing with the mood of optimism, the Community Support Group reports (p20) that the
community action planning process is now well under way with Laura Rodger, whose appointment we
reported in the last issue, busy establishing networks and gathering information. The Group’s Wild
Flower and Community Garden projects are already beginning to transform corners of Alyth here and
there, while the River Keepers project is due to start in May. Also, by the time you read this the longawaited second and final phase of Alyth in Bloom’s Burnside regeneration project should have
started (p7) - good things come to those who wait!
Finally, I am delighted to welcome Rona Croy who has come on board as a new Voiceteer, and also
all our new readers in the Pitcrocknie development who are on Rona’s delivery round. We rely on
wonderful volunteers like Rona, without whom the very existence of the Voice would be under threat:
it would only take one or two of us to be ill or move away to mean you might not get your free Voice
at all! If you could help with writing, designing, layout, advertising or delivery, please do get in touch
via any of the email addresses or the phone number on the back page - we’d love to hear from you!
In the meantime, stay well and stay safe and keep following the official advice, and we look forward
to seeing you again for our June issue.

Kevin Coe
Editor

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632754

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

JUNE

NOTICE
All Saturday coffee mornings
still cancelled till further notice
We apologise for any
inconvenience caused.

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
NHS24 (Out of Hours):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Perth & Kinross School Holidays

CORONAVIRUS—COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following symptoms:
fever, dry cough, shortness of breath,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY

HOLIDAY

Please call NHS24 on 111

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

DATES TO BE ADVISED

You can find the most up to date information about
Coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot
Please see page 8 for information on
how to register for online services from

MAY
MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice

Cover image by Kevin Coe - Springtime near Balhary.
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

TILING AND PLASTERING
SERVICES
Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work
All work carried out by fully
qualified Professionals and
Finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

JOHN A McINTOSH

•
•
•
•
•

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

TOSH TILING SERVICES
For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

ADT Update - May 2021
Jubilee Park
The Jubilee Park Working Group is making steady progress. The community
survey ended in mid-April, having attracted getting on for 200 responses, which is
very good for a town the size of Alyth. People of all age groups, from very young to
very old, gave their views and were overwhelmingly in favour of the Working
Group’s priority of creating a new wheelchair- and buggy-friendly path around the
Park. There were also a number of other suggestions - from improving the existing
playpark to include more sensory equipment, to a skatepark, gym equipment, multisports facility, and picnic benches . The Working Group will now be analysing the
survey findings and engaging Perth & Kinross Council in detailed planning
discussions. Keep in touch with what’s going on by visiting the Group’s Facebook
page.
Community Action Planning
By the time you read this, the first meeting will have taken place of the new Community Action Planning group. ADT and the Alyth
Community Support Group are leading a consortium of local groups and organisations in working out a vision for the town’s future
and formulating a Community Action Plan (CAP) for turning it into reality. The CAP will identify the main priorities for Alyth and set
out how the community can help influence and achieve positive changes at a local level. ADT has recruited Laura Rodger to be
Community Connector, whose task for the next few months will be to engage with local people and groups to gather opinions,
ideas, facts and figures about all aspects of Alyth. All this data will then be fed into a detailed plan setting out the strategies,
priorities and actions to be followed over the next few years.
FfT donation button
Don’t forget - if you have your credit/debit card handy, there's a new way to donate direct to Food for
Thought via the big red button on the front page of our website https://lovealyth.org.uk (left). It only takes a
few clicks and you'll be directly helping those in our community who need it most!
May board meeting
Our next board meeting is scheduled for Monday, 3 May, via Zoom starting at 7pm, and the one after that will be on 7 June, also
starting at 7pm. If you’d like to sit in and find out what we’re up to, and maybe even get involved, email us for the Zoom login
details. Hope to see you then! Find out more about us here.
Call for more directors
Would you like to join us as a director of ADT. We work hard to promote the social, environmental and economic wellbeing of the
Alyth community. But we could be doing so much more. Could you help us by joining our board? Find out more at lovealyth.org.uk
or email alythdevelopmenttrust@gmail.com

Launch of SSE Sustainable Development Fund for Perth and Kinross
SSE Renewables have opened their new Sustainable
Development Fund to groups and organisations in Perth & Kinross
with a deadline of 23 June for applications for a share of the £50
million on offer. SSE say the Fund allows the benefits of their
renewable energy developments to be accessible to a wider area
and is directed to projects that can achieve “significant impact in
local communities”. The fund will support projects that look to
deliver some form of legacy or transformation for the area, and to
be successful you must tick at least one of the three criteria:
◆Create opportunities
◆Create or enhance opportunities for education and employment through activities focused on improving an individual's
chances of entering the workplace or further professional development
◆Empower communities
◆Empower fragile communities to become more resilient and to protect their vulnerable residents through measures which
demonstrate long term social, environmental or economic improvements
◆Stimulate sustainable places
◆Stimulate meaningful regeneration through actions which improve or enhance local infrastructure, landscape, biodiversity, or
heritage to make a lasting difference to the places we live, work and visit

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

Any organisation that applies to the fund must be either a legally-constituted community group, a non-profit organisation or a
registered charity. The closing date for applications is Noon on 23 June 2021. Find out more and access the application form:
https://www.sserenewables.com/communities/sustainable-development-fund/
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Established 1980

Electrical Contractor

Alyth in Bloom - April update

Stewart MacDonald

**HAIRDRESSER**
59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Telephone 01828 632 995

Gi Vouchers Available

E.C.A. Registered and Approved

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

THE ALYTH
TRADITIONAL
FISH BAR
NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

See full menu instore
Opening Hours:
Monday - closed
Tues to Sat - 4.30pm till 9.00pm
Sunday - 4.30pm till 8.00pm

The weather is warming up and members
are looking forward to working outside
again and seeing folks - in a socially
distanced sort of way. We have been out
and about, individually and in pairs,
tidying, dead-heading and litter-picking
(wishing we didn't have to do the latter!).
A few members spent a morning in Mill
Street Park, tidying the debris left by PKC contractors when they cleared the shrubs....and picking up litter We understand from
PKC that the contractor will return to remove the roots and stems still sticking out of the ground and the whole area will be grassed
to provide more play space. Alyth in Bloom will be positioning a bench opposite the steps down to the burn.
Speaking of the burn, work on the renovation of the burnside will have started again by the time you are reading
this. The next phase will include laying new kerbs and
paving, erecting railings and planting 10 new trees - Pyrus
Chanticleer - and is scheduled to last until early June.
Materials used will match those used in the Square so
that, when completed, it will look as if the whole area was
renovated at the same time. After that the "prettifying"
part begins: placing planters and seats, an information
board and an audio sound post. Work on the latter two is
well advanced. Eventually it is intended that a sculpture
will also be added.
The summer bedding plants are expected at the end of
April, to be nurtured for a while until it is time for planting.

Stiff neck & shoulders?
Lower back pain? Like flatter abs?
Try Pilates classes with

STRATHMORE

Keep body and mind active
Anyone interested in joining this
friendly group please phone

01575 560274

All ages and abilities welcome
Classes: £42 per 6 week block
Mon 8pm
Tues 10:00am (11am to follow)
Wed 8pm
Thurs 10:00am (11am to follow)

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

We have received two new planters so there will be some
re-siting of planters going on before the summer bedding
plants are put in. Unfortunately there will be no hanging
baskets from PKC this year so we would encourage shopowners to put up their own as they make a striking display.

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

The polytunnel has now been erected, with staging bought
with funds donated by Thrifty One. It will be most useful
for looking after and bringing on plants prior to planting.
Sadly, as you may have read on the Facebook page,
shortly afterwards someone entered the polytunnel, stole
two bags of compost and damaged the staging. We
sincerely hope this sort of thing never happens again as
all the efforts of Alyth in Bloom go towards making Alyth
an even lovelier place for us all to live in!

Greengairs Health & Fitness, Rattray, PH10 7HE
Blairgowrie Physiotherapy clinic, PH10 6ET

Contact: 07730 413674 or Jo@leitfie.com or
Facebook: Strathmore Realistic Pilates

open

SCENIC LOCATION
FUNCTIONSUITE
HEATEDOUTDOORAREA
DOGFRIENDLY
OPEN EVERYDAY

Conferences Parties Weddings Funerals

01828629141
“We use only the finest locally sourced ingredients”
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DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Thrifty One has been credited for averting the start of World War Three in Alyth!?

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS

Recently a plea went out on the Alyth Community Support Group Facebook page asking if anyone had a spare toy meerkat.
Granny had given one to a grandchild and didn’t have one for the other! We can all imagine the scene, tears and fights!
Happily there were two baby meerkats sitting all lonesome on a shelf in Thrifty One, so we were able to pass them on to
Granny. Result; happy children and even happier Granny!
The work has continued in Thrifty Two. A fireplace has been restored, sadly not for a real fire, but who knows, perhaps a little
electric ‘log burner stove’ might come through the door one day? Add a fireguard and chair, for when social distancing is
done with, and it will be a place to warm up on those cold days next winter!

Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Work has been going on next
door in Thrifty One as well. The
craft area has been opened out
onto bigger shelves and you
will be able to sit comfortably
and go through the button
boxes or browse the books.

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

Free Estimates
Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late
NHS and Private Prescriptions
Long TermMedication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

WANTED
HIGHLAND WEAR ACCESSORIES
MILITARY UNIFORMS AND GEAR

Ronald Saunders

Private Collector – stays in Alyth.

Roofer/Slater

I’m looking for old sporrans, sgian dhu,
dirks, swords, plaid brooches, buĘ ons
and belts etc. Also old military stuff.

Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.

I’d be interested in things that need
restoring or upcycling.

01828 633053 / 07761857994

Stuart Neilson
Stuart.neilson62@gmail.com
07716767913

From the Community, For the Community

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

for a quote

No job too big or too small!

Thrifty One

Photo courtesy of Alyth Photographic Club
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This month’s donation has gone
to Alyth Hill Users Group. They
are keen to install a natural
beehive high in one of the trees
behind the Community
Orchard. It will support the
local honeybee population and
help pollinate the fruit trees in
the orchard. It will take the
form of a hollowed-out tree
trunk which creates a well
insulated, naturally
temperature-controlled
environment for the bees that
settle there.
Please do get in touch if your
group or organisation is
needing some financial support.
With the shop being closed for
so long we haven’t heard who
is looking for support. Usually it
comes from a comment made
by a customer or volunteer.
Alyth Cycles tells us that the
Community E- bike has been
out and about. With the better
weather we hope it gets put to
good use. Just to remind you
that all you need to do is phone
Neil at Alyth Cycles (07871
309900) or pop in, to make a
booking at their shop at The
Barony on Commercial Street.
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:
• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot
• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,
Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Liz Jenkins KFRP
Kinesiology Federation Registered Practitioner

REGAIN YOUR VITALITY
WITH KINESIOLOGY
3 in 1Concepts
One to One Consultations

01828 632141

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

liz.jenkins@live.co.uk

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Hodge Solicitors LLP

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

Alyth’s stunning countryside is going to be more accessible for the
local community and visitors thanks to a big funding boost.
Almost £13,000 of funding will help increase accessibility to 550
metres of the Cateran Trail near Alyth Hill and create an 800-metre
vital path link with signage through a wooded area on Bamff
Estate earmarked for new, more accessible walking trails.
The funding has been awarded by Avondale Environmental as part
of the NPL Group through the Scottish Landfill Communities Fund.
The projects will be managed by Perth and Kinross Countryside
Trust (PKCT), who manage the Cateran Trail and are working in
partnership with Bamff Estate and Alyth Development Trust to
improve public access for recreation and education across the
Estate in line with biodiversity and climate change mitigating
projects and ambitions on the Estate, including rewilding.

Accident
Claims

Andrew Barrie, PKCT Strategic Routes Officer, said: “The
provision of quality public access to the countryside is a vital
requirement moving forward from the current global pandemic and
affiliated government restrictions. The local demand is high and is
expected to increase in years to come.

01250 874441

“By improving access to the countryside around Alyth, we hope
that visitor numbers will grow year on year, which will have great
knock-on effects for the mental and physical health and wellbeing
of visitors as well as for the local tourism economy.”

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

Alyth countryside access
gets funding boost

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

PKCT was founded in 1997 as an independent charity that builds
footpaths, helps care for the countryside and undertakes
conservation projects; all to improve and promote
access to the countryside for walkers, cyclists and horse
riders. PKCT is supported by the Gannochy Trust, Perth
& Kinross Council and Scottish Forestry.

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

Tayside Community Woodland Group
A group of people associated with the Climate Cafe in
Blairgowrie and Rattray, which includes some folk from
Alyth together with some from the West Stormont
Community Woodland Group, have recently come
together to form the Tayside Community Woodland
Carbon Group.

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning

The main aim of this group is to promote the
establishment of a network of new small community
woodlands of native species throughout Tayside to
improve the environment and biodiversity while also
sequestering CO as a contribution to the zero-netemissions target.
2

The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

To this end we have an agreement with a farmer to
establish the first of such woodlands near Spittalfield,
which will be a pilot for what we hope will be further such
woodlands in the coming years.

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Although the area is some distance from Alyth there may
be some folk who would like to participate and others
who may wish to be involved in future woodlands. We
had an open meeting on Zoom on 23 March attended by
43 people all of whom expressed support for the idea.
Find out more and join in by contacting the Climate Café
at: info@climatecafeblair.org.uk
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NOTICES

NOTICES
Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK

We are pleased to announce that
OUR CHURCH will be open each
Sunday for a service between 11.00
am and 12 noon.

A Said Eucharist form of Service,
starting at 11:15 am, will take place
on the following Sundays in May:

Tuesday Thursday -

11:00am to 12:00pm
2:00pm to 3.00pm

Alyth Senior CiÌ zens’ Lunch and
Socialising Club

Town Square
Town Square

to our

Members, Volunteers & Supporters
Hope you all had a Happy Easter

2 , 9 , 16 , 23
nd

Unfortunately we are restricted to 50
persons at each service and thus
there is a booking service. If you
wish to attend please phone Steven
Tate on 07598 721 665.

th

th

rd

30 – Joint Service, venue TBC
th

All COVID-19 rules and regulations apply; socially
distanced seating; face coverings to be worn.
Limited numbers
Further information, please contact:
Carol Renwick on 01828 640591

Please remember to bring your own
cushion for comfort and we look
forward to seeing you next Sunday

Parish website:www.abcsaints.co.uk

EASTER EGG RAFFLE
At the end of March, we held a
raffle of 3 chocolate eggs and the
winners were drawn randomly by
Sue Kermath our club secretary
and they were:
Jean Eggleston
Gertrud Robinson
Margaret Thom
Looking forward to the beĘ er
Ì mes to come
from the CommiĘ ee and Members

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club
April 2021
(Draw No. 204)
(Thanks to Margaret Adamson)
1st - £50 - No 96 – Anna Sullivan
2nd - £30 - No 107 – Jean Crighton
3rd - £20 - No 85 – Christina Dolan

Club Members are currently meeting using
Zoom and planning (COVID-19 restrictions
allowing) to restart fortnightly evening
meetings on
MONDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2021
7.00pm to 9.00pm in the Scout Hall
on Cairnleith Street, Alyth.

The 200 Club is a big part of the lights fundraising and we
appreciate everyone faithfully renewing their subscriptions
every year. With lockdown ending soon, we are hopeful
there will be a parade and all the usual festivities at the
lights switch-on this year.

th

Club evenings include slideshows of images
taken by members, tutorials by members and
guest speakers, competitions with external
judges, club projects both internal and external.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
COME ALONG AND GIVE US A TRY –
WE ARE ALL TRYING TO LEARN
AND TAKE BETTER PHOTOGRAPHS
For more details contact
Peter at: petermesser47@gmail.com
or David at: david.stanghon@gmail.com

ALYTH COFFEE
CYCLE
We pedal in search of coffee and
cake
every Wednesday morning .
If this sounds like a good idea
please join us
Meet in Alyth square 9.30 am
find us on Facebook at
The Alyth Coffee Cycle
phone Pat 07583297408
or just turn up
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STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on The
Square by The Burn.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Tuesdays at 1.30pm on Square by the Burn
958498 (Walk Leader)
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
632674 (Walk Leader)
Marja & Tom Dalziel
633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 01250 871059 (Walk Leader)
John Eggleston
633965 (Walk Leader)

Alyth Walkers

Scouts update
For some inexplicable reason, the folder seems to have
opened at 2006 this month.

Exploring your own
back door

This was the first year of the Book Fest which was
started to raise funds for two members to attend a
Scottish venture to Malawi. The purpose of the project
was to carry out repairs to a Scout Centre which had
fallen into disrepair.

The walking group are starting up
again with local walks from Alyth
in order to avoid car sharing.
Social distancing is observed.
April’s walk started up the Alyth
Den, but the landslip prevented
passage through the upper Den.
An approach from the Whiteside
track then down through the
woodland track bypassed the closure and allowed access to the upper reaches of the Den where otters have been spotted and a
water supply pipe skirts the burn. The group had a welcome tea/coffee stop, and group photograph. Gaining the Den road from
below Primrose Mill the plantation below Whiteside was skirted to reach
the track coming up from the junction of the Den road and the back road
behind Alyth Hill.

And what a monumental task it turned out to be. I was
delighted to witness the generosity of our local
community in raising the funds required and even more
staggered at the scale and success of the project. The
Leaders who came back were considerably thinner than
when they left (you can only cope with so much goat!)
and had even left as much of their kit as they could with
the local community – and that included their plates and
cutlery!
A hike to the local landmark of Kinpurney Tower featured in the activities. The picture (below left) shows the group before they left –
you can tell as all are clean tidy and show no “scars” of the physical feat they had before them.

From here a beautiful track, created and well used by mountain bikers
was followed up through the trees, emerging on the western slopes of
Alyth Hill and finally onto the Cateran Trail. Heading east on the northern
slopes of Alyth Hill we climbed to follow the spine of Alyth Hill returning to
Alyth down the Lands of Loyal track. This return leg proved to be a
revelation and first for many in the group who thought they knew their
own back door.
Please see separate advertisement if you are interested in joining the
group.

As part of a camping challenge, the Troop camped at Nineacres Campsite at the Crook of Devon (above right). One activity was to
visit a fair which was held in Kinross and the people who were running the basket-weaving stand were delighted to get some
enthusiastic visitors to undertake an introduction to the skill. Well they were pleased when they arrived – I did not enquire how they
felt when we left.
We did not have enough transport on site to move everyone, so some of the older members “volunteered” to go by bus. They were
treating the prospect a bit too casually for my liking, so I told them to remember to stand on the correct side of the road or they
would end up in Kincardine and not Kinross. That caught the required amount of attention and the trip passed without incident.
The next photo was taken upon the completion of the Challenge and shows the Scouts having been awarded their badges on the
top of Mount Blair (at left). Windswept and interesting was
the hair style of the day and up there we succeeded big time.
Upon my research(!) through the archives, I came across a
rather blurred photo of a notice that was on the main gate at
the World Jamboree in Australia . It reads:
There are four types of people in this world
Those who make things happen
Those who watch things happen
Those who wonder what happened
Those who don’t realise anything has happened
Which one are you?
Ron Kirkpatrick
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GrowBiz Support for Starting or Adapting Your Business
After a tough year for all sorts of enterprises, large and small, many people are looking to make some changes —
whether to finally become their own boss, start their dream business or adapt what they do to a new landscape.
Becoming self-employed brings lots of benefits, but there’s also a number of challenges. GrowBiz offers free and
confidential assistance to rural business owners and those thinking of going self-employed. Here’s a guide to just
some of the support it can offer if you’re starting, or thinking of starting, your own business:
1-1 Advice
When you contact GrowBiz for help you’ll be matched with an Enterprise Facilitator. Part of the GrowBiz team, they also all run their own
businesses on a self-employed basis, so they’re familiar with the challenges you might face and can give you friendly and practical advice.
Learning Sessions
These free and interactive online events are great opportunities to increase your knowledge and confidence in areas that are important for your
business, such as marketing, accounting or digital skills. The topics are carefully selected to meet the needs of clients.
Networking Opportunities
GrowBiz monthly networking events include the XChange meetings, which feature an inspirational speaker, and the Women’s Enterprise
Network, which is specifically for women looking to start or grow their own business and provides them with a safe space to network and hear
from local enterprise role models.
Resources
Starting a business involves a lot of planning and paperwork, which can feel overwhelming — particularly if you’ve never done anything like it
before. An especially helpful section of the GrowBiz website is the Resources page, which links to useful and easy templates and fact sheets on
various topics, including marketing, digital confidence, selling and working with others.
REDS provides community support for rural businesses through an online directory, gift-card scheme, networking
events and a grants fund. Find out more at
www.reds.scot.

We hope this overview of just some of the services that GrowBiz can provide has
given you a good idea of the support you can access for your rural business. You
don’t have to manage alone — we are here to help. You can contact us at
connect@growbiz.co.uk, and find our events, resource sheets, and more at
www.growbiz.co.uk

Business Update
New and Improved Funding Scotland Website: Find funding for your charity, community group or social enterprise using the
SVCO free online search engine. From small grants to funding for big capital projects, it can help you track down the funding you
need to make a difference in your community. SCVO members and supporters get access to exclusive features and fund
information. Find out more at https://funding.scot
Self Employed Income Support Scheme: HMRC has begun sending out emails to eligible claimants for the 4th SIESS grant. This
instalment of this grant covers the 3-month period from 1 February 2021 to 30 April 2021 and the online claims service will be
available from late April 2021 until 31 May 2021. There will be a fifth and final SEISS grant covering May to September 2021. Find
out more about the grants here:
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/self-employment-income-support-scheme
Tourism and Hospitality Reopening Update: Visit Scotland has been working with the Scottish Government team to pull together
a list of topical questions and answers around guidance for the tourism and hospitality industry reopening from the 26 April. Take a
look here: https://www.visitscotland.org/news/2021/topical-questions
Flexible Workforce Development Fund 2020-21, Phase 2: Small businesses across Scotland can now access training up to the
value of £5,000 provided by the OU to help them respond to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, adapt to new ways of working
and maximise the opportunities to restart, recover and renew. Businesses are advised to make an application as soon as possible,
as access to the fund will be on a first-come-first-served basis. Find out more here.
http://www.open.ac.uk/business/flexible-workforce-development-fund
Small businesses and collaborations of micro businesses in the Perthshire and Kinross area can also access Flexible Workforce
Development Fund training locally at Perth College UHI:
https://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/business-and-employee-support/flexible-workforce-development-fund-for-smes/

MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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GO FURTHER Investment campaign: This is an opportunity to engage, showcase and celebrate progressive businesses who are
pushing through and achieving their aspirations through access to investment, impactful collaborations, and the foresight to inform
and respond to the changing world around them. Businesses of all sizes and from all sectors in the North of England and Scotland
will be welcome to apply. Find out more here:
https://www.gofurtherindex.co.uk
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Alyth Eco Kids -

NEW NHS & PRIVATE
PATIENTS WELCOME

The problem with litter
On Monday the 12th of April, the Eco Kids took some time
out of their Easter holidays to do a litter pick around the
Den of Alyth. Our reason for doing this is we wanted to
tidy up the Den but at the same time make it a nicer and
safer place for wildlife. We are pretty sure that red
squirrels, hedgehogs, rats, water voles, lots of other types
of animals and many species of birds call the Den their
home.
We collected lots and lots of rubbish, including plastic
bottles, cigarette butts, cans, crisp packets and bagged
dog poo. Given that there are bins and people can take
their rubbish home, we don’t understand why it gets left
and it isn’t just a problem in Alyth: the Keep Britain Tidy
campaign says that over 2 million pieces of litter are dropped every day in Britain and it costs taxpayers over £1 billion a year to
clean it up!!!
Improperly discarded litter may be an eye-sore but that’s not the worst thing about it, it is also very damaging to the environment.
When rubbish starts to degrade it releases all sorts of chemicals and microparticles. These then make their way into the soil and
water sources, such as rivers. This can then be a big issue for animals, or humans, who drink from the contaminated water. It is
estimated that 60% of water pollution is caused by litter. If litter is burned it is also polluting the air which can cause respiratory
issues and many other health problems. You probably think of litter as being dirty and disgusting, and you’re not wrong. Litter is a
breeding ground for germs and diseases. These germs can be passed onto humans if you touch the litter, or injure yourself on it, or
by an animal or insect that has touched it.
Another problem with litter is how it affects animals. Around 1 million sea birds die every year due to getting tangled in, or ingesting
litter. We may see a plastic bag as just a simple object whereas an animal may see it as a hiding place but if they hide in it they
could suffocate. It is also easy for animals to get tangled up in can holders or ingest them, this could lead to choking and deep
wounds. A great party decoration is balloons but animals like the brightly coloured things too and may decide to eat them which
can lead to choking.

WE ARE REGISTERING NEW NHS, PRIVATE&
MEMBERSHIP PLAN PATIENTS ACROSS ALL
OUR 5 PRACTICES IN PITLOCHRY,DUNKELD,
CRIEFF, AUCHTERARDER AND ALYTH.

Please help keep Alyth safe and clean by putting litter in the bin. We have been delighted to learn that AYP will be carrying out litter
picks on the first Saturdays of the summer months and will take part in these whenever we can. We have also been working in
partnership with AYP and Alyth Development Trust to suggest ways in which we can support COP26 which is scheduled to take
place in Glasgow in November. We have lots of ideas about how we can promote climate action in Alyth and beyond.
By Katy Appleton, Evie Annan, Helen Steel, Isla Beckett, Amber Chapman and Morven Moyes
Follow us on Instagram @alythecokids
We would welcome contributions from other children on environmental issues. Please send your articles, stories or poems into the
Alyth Voice – you can also send pictures! Don’t forget to include your name and contact details.

MEET THE INFINITYBLU ALYTH TEAM...

HISTORY CORNER
More on John Smith

Lorne Brockbank BDS

Keira Reid BDS

Further to our big feature on John Smith JP in last month’s issue, the Alyth Family History
Project has been in touch to remind us that they have a collection of some of Jonny's
private papers, poems, letters, musings, which are kept in the Parish Church. After a bit of
detective work around their collection of photos of Alyth cemetery, they have kindly sent in
this image of his gravestone in the older part of the ‘new’ cemetery (right). As well as
Jonny’s last resting place, it is also the grave of his wife Margaret (McLauchlan) who died
first.

Amy Anderson BDS

Death of a Contemporary of Burns: Hexham Courant,
15 September 1877, reprinted from the Glasgow Herald
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Call us on 03333050886to discuss your options
PITLOCHRY

I

AUCHTERARDER

I

DUNKELD

I

CRIEFF

I

ALYTH

...orvisit
us online
www.infinitybludental.co.uk
For further
details
visit www.infinitybludental.co.uk
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There has just died in Alyth, Perthshire, in the 97th year of his age, a man whose extensive
knowledge of many of Burn’s characters might have been useful to the bard’s biographers.
Born in Ayrshire, where he spent his younger years, Hay Matthew, after many vicissitudes,
took up his residence nearly fifty years ago in Alyth, where he continued ever since, having
been resident in Paisley, in which he learned the weaving. He was distinguished alike by his intelligence, temperance, and industry.
He found great delight in narrating the incidents of his youth, having enjoyed many a happy hour with "Tam o' Shanter" and “Souter
Johnny” in the auld town o’ Ayr. He was the oldest inhabitant of the parish. He left a widow many years his junior and a family.
19

We are working with the community connection tablet loan scheme - a scheme that had begun in Blairgowrie. If you need help with
getting online please get in touch. It gives access to people with no online access who can benefit from their FREE tablet loan
scheme. We can provide a tablet (with charger), along with a data sim for those who do not have access to the internet already.
The tablet can be used for keeping in touch with community groups, keeping in touch with family and friends, accessing online
services, helping children connect with schools and any other appropriate uses. Where possible, they will aim to provide socially
distanced training for the tablet, telephone support or a guide that will help you use the device. People can get in touch to get the
application for this directly through us at the hub. We have access to a limited amount but if the scheme proves to be in need, we
may be able to get some more.

ACSG News - May 2021
Hello Alyth, it’s great to be back on printed form again, isn’t it? So hopefully back to some normality again.
We have put out a small survey both online - https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NNGNRN9 - and in printed form (available from our
community support hub Food for Thought), this is for our newest project called Building Bridges. This is a group for mental health
and wellbeing. We have asked a few questions to see what you, the community, would like to see available in this project. Our aim
is to provide help and support to anyone who needs it. We have a great team now with a wealth of experience and knowledge.
The online survey has had a lot of interest so far and a lot of great ideas coming in - all we ask is please be reminded we are
volunteers but as a community anything is possible. If anyone has ideas feel free to pop into Food for Thought and let Darren know
what your idea is, or you can email us on acsg@alyth.online - we would love to hear from you.
The Rivertrack has quietly been working away keeping us updated on the water levels. Thankfully, the burn has been very kind to
us so far. We are also grateful to be kept in the loop from Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) on anything that is related to Alyth, along
with the use of a container and being stored on PKC land.
We will be looking into the volunteer litter pickers/tidy-up group again as it was so successful.
Dot Mckenzie
ACSG Chair Person
Community Action Planning (Laura Rodger)
We are happy to announce that the community connector role has been taken up by Laura Rodger. We are also delighted to
announce that we are partnering with Alyth Development Trust (ADT) and have been accepted into the small cohort of communities
that PKC are sponsoring to take part in this activity in Perthshire. This new role will assist in the development of a new Community
Action Plan (CAP), which will help to identify the main priorities for the area and how the community can help influence and achieve
positive changes at a local level. This will help influence and achieve positive changes at a local level. Laura will be engaging with
the community over the next few months to gather opinions, ideas, facts and figures about all aspects of Alyth.

Wild Flower Project
With huge thanks to Sue and Alistair Barron, the planting stage of the pilot project at the bottom of Tay Road is complete. The pilot
is testing different methods of preparing the ground and different seed mixes to see what yields the best results. This project will
take a full year to complete but do pop along to see how the test beds are doing - just please don't touch! We are currently looking
for a team leader to take charge of this project and keep it moving forward.
Going forward we should seek to satisfy the wider spectrum by providing varying emphasis on planting. Such projects are
widespread throughout the UK and popular with residents and local government alike and it is important to make this an Alyth
project. The area is well known for its deciduous woodland and it is important that we strive not to introduce non-native plant
species. This being the case we would seek only to sow seeds or plant flowers that are natural and genetic to the area and
Scotland.
Annual plants such as meadow flowers that propagate from seed will possibly need re-sewing every year and the ground disturbing
so that the seeds make contact with the soil. A narrow margin will be required to be mown between the plants and roads and
pavements to avoid fall over. Undesirable plants such as Nettles and Fox Gloves will require weeding out otherwise they will
quickly take over.
If you are interested in leading this project or just getting involved then please drop us an email at Acsg@alyth.online.
Community Garden
We have also been granted permission to use the old car park at the corner of Chapel Street/Toutie Street where we plan on putting
in some temporary raised beds and running it as a community garden for some time. A huge thank you to Janice and Willie Potts,
former proprietors of the Losset Inn, who own the land, for allowing us to do this - it’s fantastic news for Alyth. We will be looking for
a member of the community to lead so if you are interested please email or pop into Food for Thought. Look out for more
information on this, including a plan, in the near future.

Flood (Alan Shaw):
We continue to work on the Flood resilience plan for the town as well as building a resilience team. Since the introduction of the
pods around the town these have been used to store sandbags that people can get to easily to protect their property from any flood
damage. These pods need to be kept tidy with the sandbags stored properly. To ensure the pods are looked after properly we are
working on developing a sandbag “pod crew” to regularly check the pods and keep them tidied.
River Keepers (Clare Cooper):
The new River Keepers Group has now had confirmation from the Conservation Volunteers that they are able to support the setting
up and development of the Group and PKC’s Flooding team are happy with their proposals. Whilst recruitment and activities can’t
formally begin until lockdown measures allow, plans will now be put in place so that we can hit the ground running as soon as it is
safe to do so. Currently looking at May 17 for moving this project forward. We would also like to thank the Scottish and Southern
Energy Network for their very generous donation that will allow us to purchase any materials or equipment needed for this project.
If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Clare Cooper on clarelrcooper@gmail.com
th

Food For Thought (Darren Gracey):
Our Easter event proved successful with the “Find the Hamper” competition which was won by Louise Laing. Twenty other people
also won an Easter egg each in our raffle and all helped us raise money for the hub. Over Easter weekend people were
encouraged to look out for some Easter chicks hidden around town with tickets and a tasty treat they could return to us and receive
a prize.
We now have a photo-copier in the hub for public use: for a small fee you can photocopy colour and black and white. This was
donated to us from Alan Shaw, thanks Alan!
We aim at reducing food waste as much as possible. As well as providing food parcels to those that need an extra wee hand from
time to time, we have items that need to be used some of which have a short date. These items are available to all and if you wish
to donate something for them then you can just pay what you can - much rather see them being used than wasted. Items can also
be found in the old phone box in Alyth square. There is guidance on best before and use-by dates as well as some other helpful
information and is also available for everyone. This is checked reqularly and updated with stock which can be seen on our
Facebook page.
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Anemones and Fences
By the time you read this, the flowering of the wood anemones in the Alyth Den, will be passing into memory. Pollination by insects,
especially hoverflies, will have taken place. For the moment, though, the anemones are in their lovely prime: their flowers radiant
and open in the sun, coyly closed in the cold and wet.

Pet Care Services

In my case, the onset of spring is marked by a growing anxiety about the young trees on the Bamff Hill. Have deer invaded during
the winter through a snow wrought gap in a fence? I scan the hill with my binoculars as a first step to allaying this worry and then,
realising that there is no alternative to walking round the fences themselves, decide to go up there and check. I did this one bright
day recently.
Some of the pine planted in autumn 2019 lay flat and abject; squashed by the snow and not yet recovered, it seemed. The juniper
was all brown. Would it recover? The birch and the rowan, on the other hand, were all looking well. I could see no signs of rabbits:
the few holes in the fence had been made by foxes, hunting for voles and mice. A couple of staples out of a top wire had left the net
sagging in one place, but no evidence of deer having leapt over it so far.

This may be an opportune time to consider your branding
and company exposure. Are you being seen? A change of
design, colours or font can instantly gain more exposure as
your new look gains interest. Sometimes a minor change
makes a huge impact!

Looking through gaps in the neighbouring Sitka spruce plantation to the North, as I walked the path that follows the county
boundary between Perth and Angus, there were clear views of the snow topped hills of Atholl and the Angus glens: Beinn a’ Ghlo
above Atholl, An Socach (the snouty one), the Cairnwell and, to the East a bit, the Glas Maol with the ridge of Monega (the Notched
Hill) running up to it. I could go on with the place name theme but, climbing the gate in the new fence to continue on the path I had
taken, changed the focus of my attention. The path heads down through a new self-closing gate, on to Ardormie, past the
Mainstone of Carfodlie, and joins with the Cateran Trail, but I held to the right, passing near the site of the Puindler’s Greif, as
described in a perambulation of the marches of Bamff in 1565.
Who was the puindler, and how did he meet his end? I don’t know, but the spring sun shone and I walked by.

07933 705 476
01828 633 998

Paul Ramsay

Based in Alyth

Help ‘rewild’ the glorious Alyth countryside

gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com

Many of you in the local area will already know about Bamff
Ecotourism and the longstanding work they have been doing to
rewild the estate and return it to its former natural glory.
For those who don't know rewilding is a specific form of
environmental, ecosystem-based conservation. The goal is to
return land to its previously wild and natural state, introducing
native plants, trees and management techniques to encourage
natural ecosystems regeneration. This is great for biodiversity of
both plants and animals. It can create habitats for native animal
species and havens for bees and other pollinators who are
currently suffering huge declines. Rewilding can also include
deliberate reintroduction of scarce species, such as our famous
beaver reintroduction.

•

Bamff have recently given over additional managed farm land to
rewilding. Over time this land will gradually return to a nature rich
environment. As part of our monitoring to track the progress we are
holding three Citizen Science Survey Days throughout the summer
and we'd love your help.

•
•

On each day, volunteer surveyors will be taught survey techniques
by our dedicated team. Each team of surveyors will learn a range
of techniques and be asked to conduct surveys in these areas. As
we repeat these surveys over time we will build up a profile of how our efforts are improving the ecosystems’ richness over time.
These events are great for anyone who is interested in caring for nature and our local environment or with a keen interest in
biology, conservation or rewilding.

•
•

The events are family friendly so if you have a young budding zoologist at home bring them along. Maybe we'll inspire the next
David Attenborough, or awaken your inner Michaela Strachan! There are three events across the summer - book your place on
Eventbrite and come along to one or come to all!
Bug Hunt 5th June - register at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/151080803751
Bio Blitz 17th July - register at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/151091736451
FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE

Bug Hunt 28th Aug - register at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/151090049405
All the events will be split into morning and afternoon sessions like last year to help with social distancing.
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www.resoluteit.co.uk

WEE MACHINES
Gr angemo unt
Cat t er y

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Tel: 01828 632284

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATVʼsand Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshopfacilities
Onsite service available
Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on
07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

Based in
- Meigle -

www.weemachines.co.uk

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
7 Market Square
Alyth
01828 958040
Coffee - Meals - Take-away - Ice-cream
With ample parking in front of the cafe and our outdoor
seating (where dogs are welcome to enjoy a cool drink too!)
we really have all you can wish for right here at
Café in the Square, including:
Barista coffee, specialty teas, milkshakes,
ice cold drinks & ice-cream.
Homemade soup & freshly prepared meals, salad bar and
yummy cakes, pancakes, traybakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby change.
We even offer free WiFi and USB charging points!
Open Mon - Fri 9-4 & Sat 10-4
Closed Sunday

Your Local Councillor

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk

Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284

9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

Alyth Literary Society
Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Due to the ongoing restrictions it will not
be possible to meet during the
current session.

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

It is hoped that a full programme will
commence in October 2021.

David Scott Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433
24

• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consultaÌ on
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home

Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

• dispute resolution • commercial

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES

DENNIS MELLOY
Simon Bogle

• wills & executries • employment law
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Alyth Youth Partnership -

ALYTH PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB and COVID-19

As restrictions were eased in the run up to the Easter Holidays, we were
able to work outdoors with our young people and put an end to the zoom
sessions for now! We made use of the parks and Den to do all kinds of
activities in all sorts of weather. We had barbecues in glorious sunshine and
art sessions in the snow! It was really great to see so many young people
again, and by the time the Voice hits your doormat we will be well in to our
new programme of activities.

Perthshire is a photographers’ paradise. Those of us who live in the county have so many sites and scenes to take pictures of that
we are really spoilt for choice. Stunning landscapes, towns, water features, wildlife and much more. Members of the club have
photographic interests that range far and wide from family photos to fine landscapes, and experience ranging from recent beginners
to more advanced. All willing to learn and pass on their knowledge to newcomers who ask for help.

Young people on activity
agreements will be engaging
in outdoor activities such as
kayaking and hill-walking.
Our Duke of Edinburgh group
have a sponsored walk planned, and we will be working in the garden together too.
We will be running pop-up clubs, enjoying walk-and-talk sessions, and as always
encouraging the young people to play a positive role in our wonderful community.
Maybe by the summer holidays we can think about trips together!
On the first Saturday of
each of the summer
months, we will meet at
the Mill Street Park at
10am and do a litterpick around the town.
Gloves and pickers will
be provided thanks to
the generous donation
last year from Thrifty
One, and parents are
welcome to join too!

During these very trying times with Covid-19, using a camera is known to relieve stress and bring a bit of relaxation back into our
lives. Alyth Photographic Club is a small group of like-minded people who meet once a fortnight on Monday night from September
until April with photographic excursions during the summer months to many venues within easy travelling distance. Our programme
of events from September to April, normally includes slideshows of photographs taken by members, tutorials by members and
guest speakers, competitions with external judges, and club projects.
Covid-19 restrictions have changed how we operate as a club and this means currently getting together as a group online, once a
week on Friday mornings starting at 10.30am. At each online meeting we set a project for members to complete in the coming
week. Members each submit up to three photographs by email to the secretary. At the next Friday morning meeting, each
photograph is part of a slideshow that is viewed online by club members who can offer their constructive comments on how each
photograph could be improved. Things may change, but at the moment we are hoping to be able to physically meet up again with a
new programme of events in September, at our usual venue in the Scout Hut on Cairnleith Street, Alyth between 7.00 and 9.00pm.
If interested why not email david.stanghon@gmail.com (Chairman), or petermesser47@gmail.com (Secretary), and we will bring
you up-to-date with all that is happening and how to join in our online events.
We hope you enjoy the photographs submitted by our members in this edition of Alyth Voice.
David Stanghon and Peter Messer, Alyth Photographic Club

Keep an eye on
Facebook, Instagram
and our website for
latest news:- alythyouthpartnership.com

THE ISLA PARISHES
‘Once bitten, twice shy’ as the saying goes! I think we are all a little hesitant about allowing ourselves to become a bit too
enthusiastic over the lifting of restrictions. The last thing we want is another lockdown. And so we are all treading carefully, keeping
to the guidelines, enjoying some social mixing again but not going over-board.
For a while, back last summer, we heard a lot about the ‘new normal’. It wasn’t everyone’s favourite new phrase, but we probably
all knew what was meant by it. For a while it helped us to get our heads round some of the strange new ways of living that we had
to get used to. Now that restrictions are being lifted and the ‘old normal’ is returning, it might feel easy to go back, and to just do
what we have always done, but I wonder if there are some of the old ways that we could do without going back to.
You might know the Bible story of the Children of Israel and their escape from slavery in Egypt. To begin with they were thrilled with
their new-found freedom. No more slave masters and back-breaking work. But living a nomadic life in the desert where food and
water were hard to find made many of them dream longingly of life back in Egypt where water was plentiful and their stomachs
were full. Going back to Egypt was not the best way forward for them … and so they learnt to trust in God.
Perhaps we will have learnt some new lessons about life and loving and caring for each other and for nature that we can take with
us into life beyond the pandemic. We don’t need to just start doing all the old things again, just because that is how we always did
things. And that must be true for churches as we open up again as well. Let’s not go back to Egypt! The Isla Parishes has
reopened … visit us in Facebook or on our website to learn more.
The Isla Parishes
(Church of Scotland)
Scottish Charity SC031461
www.theislaparishes.org.uk
Facebook: The Isla Parishes – Parish Church
Minister: Rev Stephen A Blakey
01575 560226 0771 254 2518

StephenABlakey@icloud.com
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ALYTH PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
- more stunning images

Get your copy of “Romance and Realism”
In the last three 2020 issues of the Voice, we serialised “Romance and Reality” by local
author Alastair Chisholm, an epic saga telling the story of the fictional Cameron family from
Strathan on the shores of Loch Arkaig in the Highlands. If you enjoyed the excerpts and
would like to follow the whole story, we are offering the chance to buy the book for just £5,
with all proceeds going to raise funds for the Voice.
The story follows Cameron family members as they travel the world witnessing the real
people and events of the tumultuous years from 1894 to the present day. You can read the
first three chapters of the saga in the October, November and December editions of the
Voice (available online at https://alythvoice.co.uk/issues.htm). We have 25 copies for sale
with proceeds going to Voice funds.
As well as the Voice, Alastair has generously donated copies for sale via several other good
causes close to his heart: Thrifty One, Erskine Hospital, Hansel Village, the Flat-coated
Retriever Society, and his own regimental benevolent fund.
To reserve your copy of “Romance and Reality”, please email us at editor@alythvoice.co.uk,
and we will reply with details of how to pay and arrangements for delivering your copy.
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Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients
Same Day Emergency Appointments
(please phone by 9.30am)
• Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry

• Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

We urgently require a deputy for our 'Layout Artist’.
Are you available to compile a few magazines throughout the
year? Training is available. Must have own PC
Would suit a student or someone with some spare time.
‘Come and join us, we’re a fun bunch’.
contact: copy@alythvoice.co.uk
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ALYTH VOICE TEAM
07938 643979 (please leave a message if we are unavailable)
Editor:
Layout Artist:
Deputy Layout (trainee)
Advertising:
Distribution:
Delivery Team:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:
Social Media:
Treasurer (trainee) & Postal:
Voice Reporter/Journalist
Voice Committee Member
Voice Committee Member
Fund Raising Sub Committee
Voice Committee Members

Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Urgent Vacancy
Admin Vacancy - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home
Mel McFadden - accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk
Niamh McFadden - socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk
B Kidd - b@alythvoice.co.uk
Kevin Coe - reporter@alythvoice.co.uk
Paul Ramsay - paul@alythvoice.co.uk
Morag Hornsted
Sheila Fisher
Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Rendezvous
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Rendezvous
Printed for Alyth Voice by Tay Valley Design

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation
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