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EDITOR’S LETTER

Welcome to the November issue of the Alyth Voice.
This month’s front cover is in memory of our friend and colleague Lynne McGowan, who passed
away peacefully at home in Alyth at the end of September. Sunflowers were her favourite blossom,
reflecting her positive outlook on life.
Lynne was a core part of the Voice team and had been in charge of design, layout and production for
more than five years. She was responsible for bringing a whole new look to the Voice, with a brand
new logo and full-page photographs on the front cover, plus lots more pictures and colour throughout
the magazine. Team meetings were always fun with Lynne’s mischievous sense of humour keeping
us in fits but always focussed on producing the best possible publication for the people of Alyth.
Lynne devoted many hours of her own time each month to putting the Voice
together, fitting the work in alongside her own graphic design business
Peapod Studios as well as MTC Services which she ran with husband
Brian for almost 30 years. We all miss her terribly and our thoughts and
love go out to Brian, daughters Holly and Brogan, granddaughter Hope and
all the family. Rest in peace Lynne, and thanks for all the laughs, creativity
and hard work on the Voice - you are a very hard act to follow.
Lynne would be the first to say that life goes on, so this issue is dedicated to her memory and her
positive philosophy. In that spirit, we welcome Eleanor Whipps and Steve Taylor who have joined our
‘Voiceteer’ distribution team, as well as Ailsa Bruce and Stewart Graham who are helping with
layouts. We also say a big thankyou to Chris Mobbs, who is leaving Alyth, for all his assistance with
the Voiceteers over the last few years. Many thanks also to Elma Kydd for her generous donation to
our funds from making and selling tablet. The Alyth Voice is produced entirely by volunteers and
relies on donations and advertising to cover printing costs; if you think you could help in any way,
particularly if you can join our backup list for the Voiceteers, please do get in touch.
We hope you find the November issue of the Voice interesting. Stay safe and keep following the
official advice on the pandemic, and we look forward to seeing you again for our December issue.
Kevin Coe
Editor

Launch of Alyth’s Community Action Plan
Saturday 18 December
Airlie Street Hall
Watch out for more details over the coming weeks!
See ADT update on page 23 for more info.

Cover image: Photo by Delphine Beausoleil on https://unsplash.com.
Alyth coat of arms by Jack Ryan Morris - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=106684807
2

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632754

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Alyth Samaritan Cars (patient transport service)

07599 220045

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

Changes to Hall rental arrangements:
It is unlikely that coffee mornings will recommence this year
but bookings for next year for smaller groups can start in
November.
Coffee Mornings now £100 and event organiser will be
responsible for recording track and trace for those entering
the Hall.
Any group holding a coffee morning will be responsible for all
kitchen duties because the ladies and gentlemen who
previously volunteered have decided it is time for them to
step back.

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

The hourly rate for hiring the hall will now be £15 per hour.

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

Volunteers to help in the future, either in hall management or
in essential improvements should contact Iain Donaldson on
ikkddonald@gmail.com

NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
NHS24 (Out of Hours):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111
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Perth & Kinross School Holidays

CORONAVIRUS—COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following
symptoms: fever, dry cough, shortness of breath,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY

HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

RETURNING

Easter

1 April (Thu)

19 April (Mon)

May Day

31 April (Fri)

4 May (Tue)

Summer

24 June (Thu)

18 August (Wed)

October

8 October (Fri)

25 October (Mon)

In-Service

10 November (Wed)

15 November (Mon)

Christmas

22 December (Wed) 6 January 2022 (Thu)

Please call NHS24 on 111
You can find the most up to date information
about Coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot

NOVEMBER
MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

TILING AND PLASTERING
SERVICES
Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work
All work carried out by fully
qualified Professionals and
Finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

JOHN A McINTOSH

•
•
•
•
•

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

TOSH TILING SERVICES

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

Competitive Rates

DOIG - Thank you

Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk

Many heartfelt thanks for the
cards & flowers received when
John died.
Also to Allie for making all the
arrangements and to Jack Muir for
kindly helping John to all his
hospital appointments.
Vance & Pat Doig, Bamff Road,
Alyth.
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GAME SQUARE
Monthly puzzle

Draw three straight lines on the W
shape at right and make nine triangles.
Not as easy you ight at first think!
Find out more about our club on our
Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/GameSquareAlyth

The wind starts tae blaw
The clouds are more numbersome
Rain hasnae that light summer feel
But, instead, cuts you, sharp and cauld
Wee daggers tae yer hairt

Big Tree Country comes resplendent in
Terracotta, yellow and crimson
Apple crumble and plum duff
Strecht aff the trees an’ baked

There’s a sadness in the end of summer.
That sustaining sun that we love
Is off on its holidays
And supposedly, we’ve had oors
We ken the nichts are drawin’ in
Mere weeks ago we were aghast
That it wisnae dark efter 10
And sometimes still warm as well
But noo, the licht is fading fast
No long efter tea
And we ken
The winter chittering
Is jist aroon’ the corner
And we put away oor t shirts
And dig oot they big jumpers
Tae shield us fae the cauld
In this hiatus, let’s cling on
To the joys of Samhain
Harvests come in and get
thanked for
5

The dark nights take on a magic of their ain
As we start to warm towards
Divali, Christmas and other Saturnalias
Wi guid tidings and fond memories
Of cosy fires, mulled wine and evergreens
Wi siller and gowd offerings at their feet
And baubles and bows on their boughs.
Yuletide. That’ll wheech roon’ sin enough.
What is it they say?
Oh aye – Time and Tide waits for naebody
But sometimes, at the turning o’ the seasons
You can see it in front o’ yer een
An’ feel it in yer banes
Alison Hall
© 2021

**HAIRDRESSER**
59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Gi� Vouchers Available

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome
TEMPORARY BUSINESS HOURS
(Due to COVID restrictions)

Monday - closed
Tues to Sat - 4.30pm till 9.00pm
Sunday - 4.30pm till 8.00pm

Deliveries available

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

Photo courtesy of Alyth Photographic Club
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Scouts update - Disappearing biscuits and Fiona’s farewell
One of the more bizarre badges from the range of Activity Badges is Circus Skills, and one of the options is to perform a magic
trick. We have never followed up this option until recently, when I witnessed an amazing feat. The occasion was part of a Duke of
Edinburgh practice hike, run by the Explorer Scouts, who were manning a base at the Spittal of Glenshee. Despite the atrocious
rain, the troops turned up with a grin on their faces that defeated any mere weather deterrent, or mere exhaustion.
The trick came into place when I produced the chocolate biscuits and one guy changed the object into a smile. Hey presto – all
gone. What was impressive was that he consumed the biscuit lengthwise and the grin happened all at the same time – quite
remarkable. The participants of this expedition really put heart and soul into the challenge and it was a considerable achievement
on their part. Well done to you all...and your Leaders.
Another worthy occasion to recollect was the retirement of one of our Cub Leaders. Fiona Tasker has carried out sterling work over
the years - I will not mention how many as I am certain that the arithmetic of being 21 doesn’t quite compute when you take in the
years of her service! Her last evening should have been a sombre and serious occasion, but Graham Arnold dissolved all that by
presenting her with many tokens to remind her of the happy memories she has shared with the Cub Pack. We anticipate that she
will return on occasion to assist when needed.
On her retirement card was noted “You’re no awa tae bide awa – we know where you live”. The instigator of such a hideous
statement will forever remain a mystery, I just hope she doesn’t recognise my handwriting. The Cub Pack has bounced back from
Covid closure with a bang, illustrated by Akela investing 15 members in one evening. Boisterous doesn’t quite cover the
atmosphere that particular evening – you could have scraped them off the walls.
For the Scouts, Patrick West ran a Trading Post evening, where the Scouts had to “hire” equipment from the store, and carry out
certain activities where the reward was translated into monopoly money. The Kestrel Patrol can out on top as can be verified by
their stretcher, so be warned good folks of Alyth – don’t have an accident as this may be your ambulance! We also took part in the
Community Futures Event on Alyth Square.
My thanks to the Parents, Scouts and Joe Public who supported this very popular event. It was just so good to be able to meet up
with everyone and take part. And thanks to Ann Wallace who came across with coffee and a pile of eats. I had to get the troops to
help in emptying my plate – as burden they enjoyed with relish.
I do wish I was more computer illiterate, as it would avoid yet further misery. Yet again I took it upon myself to send out the
subscription reminders and yet again I managed to foul it up. What is particularly noteworthy is (a) the instant support of my fellow
Leaders to sort out yet another disaster, and (b) the forgiving support of parents who forgave me. Thank you all – you deserve
better!
Ron Kirkpatrick
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WANTED
HIGHLAND WEAR ACCESSORIES
MILITARY UNIFORMS AND GEAR
Private Collector – stays in Alyth.

RUTHVEN EXHIBITION
In November 1996, local artist Frances
Law delivered her first art workshop in the
original Ruthven Hall by Alyth. Now 25
years on, Frances is organising an
exhibition of some of the talented artists
who have attended her classes and
workshops over the years. Celebrating the
creativity of 24 local artists who are
reconnecting after a very tough 18 months
the exhibition will take place over the
weekend of 5th-7th November. Around 50
pieces of art work including paintings,
drawings, collage, artists books, prints and
cards will go on display in the new Ruthven
Community Hall (formerly Ruthven
Church), three miles east of Alyth on the
A926. This new community Hall has
recently been refurbished but still retains
its impressive architectural heritage and
sits amidst beautiful surroundings close to
the river Isla . The show will be open from
10 am until 4pm each day and all are
welcome. All works will be for sale.
Further information from Frances Law:
email: corr_law@btinternet.com

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

I’m looking for old sporrans, sgian dhu,
dirks, swords, plaid brooches, bu�ons
and belts etc. Also old military stuff.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

I’d be interested in things that need
restoring or upcycling.

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Stuart Neilson
Stuart.neilson62@gmail.com
07716767913

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

Photo (l-r): Linda Cullis, Frances Law, Anne
Archbold and Lucy Boylan with water colour
painting of Arbroath Abbey by Anne Archbold.

NHS and Private Prescriptions

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

Long TermMedication Support

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

Minor Ailment Service

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

Medicine Compliance Aids

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

STRING PLAYERS
WANTED!

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Do you play violin, viola, cello or
double bass? Would you be
interested in getting a string
group together purely for the
enjoyment of playing music?
Then please get in touch. I
moved to Alyth just before the
first lockdown and I have really
missed playing music with
others. You don't need to be a
wonderful player (I am certainly
not!), just enthusiastic about
playing. Contact Rosemary:
07875 616468.

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given
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Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

Thrifty One
From the Community, For the Community
Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com

Just to remind you of the lovely autumn colours which will be fading a little by the
time you read this. The reputation of Anne’s wonderful windows has travelled as
far as Dundee! We met a woman in the Fabric Mill there who, on hearing where
we were from, exclaimed “Thrifty One, the shop with the best-ever windows”.
What she perhaps doesn’t know about are Anne’s skills with looking after our
volunteers and customers. Anne is able to make each of us feel welcome and
valued.

Thrifty One Pop-In Club
Thrifty One Pop-In Club are well and truly open
with a growing number of regulars. Don’t be
shy, come and try. We are open Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday from 11am - 2pm. Always
a warm welcome from the Thrifty One
volunteers.

MacMillan Cancer Support Coffee
Morning.
To plan an outside coffee morning is always a gamble; to plan it at the end of September
could be considered foolhardy! However the weather was more than kind and I think a
happy time was had by all. Together with Cafe in the Square, Thrifty One volunteers
served umpteen cuppas, cakes and scones. A huge thanks to all the generous bakers
for their delicious donations and to Pitcrocknie Restaurant for donating jam for the
scones. £614.50 was raised - thank you all so much! The success of the morning is an
acknowledgement of how aware our community is of the way cancer affects the lives of
so many of us locally.
The Alyth Walking Group who meet at Airlie Hall at 1.30pm on
Tuesdays, go for a walk around Alyth and end up in TOPIC for a
well-earned cup of tea, scone or cake and, if there is any left,
some soup of the day. All are made by our volunteers. Stars of
the month are Pat’s scones, Nicole’s banana loaf, Isabel’s
dumpling, Jean’s lemon drizzle cake (now available as gluten free)
& Karen’s (from Tigh-na-Leigh guest house) cherry scones. Soup
stars are Lynda’s ham hock & lentil and Anne’s courgette and
cheese. And these are just a sample! All products are quality
checked by one of our team! Luckily, when the seams start to
burst, he can waddle across to a good second-hand shop across
the road to be kitted out.
Well done to the 10 team members who have completed their Food Hygiene Training and received their certificates.
We are pleased to be able to team up with Food For Thought who pass on any suitable soup making ingredients that
haven’t found a home elsewhere. We are also pleased to be able to donate £300 to them as this month’s donation. They
are gearing up for Christmas and this donation means they can begin to buy the goodies in plenty of time.
Talking of Christmas! Some of us have set ourselves the challenge of finding as many presents as we can in secondhand
shops. It takes a bit of time and sideways thinking, but it’s fun and kind to our pockets. Why not give it a go?
Our Christmas paraphernalia will be out on the shelves in good time this year. We have quantities of decorations for both
house and tree. Not to mention Christmas finery, so keep an eye open on our shelves and windows.
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AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH

Johnston Groundworks,
Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Free Estimates
Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

Blairgowrie Mobile
Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of
your own home for:

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319
for a quote
No job too big or too small!

• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot
• In-growing Toenails
For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:
Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

Clinical Aromatherapist

Registered Foot-health
Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.

Liz Jenkins - mifpa

Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
…and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Accident
Claims
01250 874441
28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Time now to hang up our trowels and spades for another season but the last jobs of the
season had to be completed first.
At the T-junction, volunteers from SSE/Balfour Beattie helped to plant 2000 daffodils –
many thanks to them for all their help. The remaining 1000 bulbs were planted along the
verge at Meigle Road and by the ‘Alyth’ signs. They should provide a colourful entrance
to Alyth in the Spring. In the Toutie Street Garden, the bank has been re-sown with grass
seed and daffodils planted. All the planters and tattie boxes have been re-planted with
pansies and spring bulbs and will hopefully provide a fine show of colour in the Spring.
Winter bedding is due to be planted by PKC at both war memorial sites.
At last it is possible to walk down the side of the burn on the new pavement! Benches
and planters are due to be sited there soon and saddle planters will be placed on the
railings. All will be planted up when in situ and next year they should provide a fine show
of flowers.
Alyth in Bloom has received several donations recently,
including £100 from Alyth Football Club and £200 from Alyth
Bowling Club. Thanks too to Margaret Ferguson for her regular
collection for us. The volunteers very much appreciate these
donations which help in buying plants, compost and equipment.
Just one example of this is the purchase of more staging for the
polytunnel. This has been necessary due to the added number
of plant-plugs required for the new planters by the burn.
So as one year comes to an end, plans and preparations are
under way for the next with flower selections and colour scheme
choices being made. All to make Alyth even more beautiful for
residents and visitors alike.
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NOTICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We are so pleased to
announce that OUR
CHURCH will now be open
each Sunday for a service
between 11.00 am and 12
noon for all who wish to
attend.

Alyth Senior Citizens’
Lunch and
Socialising Club
Wildflower Quiz Answers
1. Field Scabious
2. Rosebay Willowherb
3. Monkey Flower
4. Mullein
5. Green Alkanet
6. Wood Cranesbill
7. Marsh Orchid
8. Bogbean
9. Creeping Thistle
The winners are 1st Pat Kendal (£10
voucher) and 2nd Elma Kydd (£5
voucher) - congratulations to both.

November 2021
7th Eucharist 11:15am
14th Remembrance Sunday
No Service at St Ninians
21st Eucharist 11:15am
28th Eucharist 11:15am

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11am
St Stephen’s
Bank Street
Blairgowrie

Sundays
9.30am
St Luan’s,
Alexandra Street
Alyth

All welcome: Masks to be worn.
Rector: Rev Kim Lafferty
Tel: 01250 872715
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com
Further info: see Church noticeboard or contact:
Carol Renwick 01828 640591 / 07792 240366
Church website: www.abcsaints.co.uk

Alyth Hill Users Group AGM
7.30 pm, 9th November 2021.
Venue: Alyth Bowling Club

www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.co.uk

AHUG would like to invite any interested
people to attend our AGM to help support the
aims of the group to develop and maintain
Alyth Community Woodland (ACW) for the
long-term benefit of the people of Alyth and
surrounds.

Please check website for any
changes or telephone 01250 872171
to speak to the Parish Priest

Agenda
Chair’s and Treasurer’s Reports
Constitutional Overview/Election of committee
Overview of upcoming activity
Talk by Robin Payne – Wildlife on Alyth Hill

Alyth Library
23 Airlie Street
Tel: 01828 632731

Alyth Library will reopen mid-November.
Please check our website for more
informa�on. Un�l then we’ll con�nue to
operate a Mobile Library service on
Fridays 1:30pm – 3:30pm each week.
Collect pre-ordered books and drop books
off.
Order books online, or by phone 01738
444949
Blairgowrie Library is open for browsing, to
collect pre-ordered books and to drop off books.
Tues: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1900
Wed/Thurs: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1730
Fri: 0830 - 1400
Sat: 0930 – 1300
You can still download free e-books and e-audio
books from:

www.culturepk.org.uk

Jane Clark from Blairgowrie judged
the entries and the Committee wish
to thank everyone who took part.

Club Members have recently restarted
physical meetings. We meet fortnightly
on Monday evenings in our new venue
7.00 to 9.00pm in Alyth Bowling Club at
the junction of Albert Street and
Alexandra Street, PH11 8AS.
Club evenings include slideshows of
images taken by members, tutorials by
members and guest speakers,
competitions with external judges, and
club projects both internal and external.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
COME ALONG AND GIVE US A TRY –
WE ARE ALL TRYING TO LEARN
AND TAKE BETTER PHOTOGRAPHS
For more details contact
Peter at: petermesser47@gmail.com
or David at: david.stanghon@gmail.com
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NOTICES
Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE

The RBS website is currently (June 2021) saying that the mobile
branch service is paused during the lockdown. The nearest branch is
Blairgowrie.

FLU VACCINATION

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club

BY APPOINTMENT
ONLY

September 2021
(Draw No. 209)
(Thanks to Fiona Anderson)
1st - £50 - No 180 – Jim MacFarlane
2nd - £30 - No 16 – Sophie Fleming
3rd - £20 - No 58 – David Hart

Appointments are available
now at the Health Centre. You
are eligible if you fall into the
following category:

The committee has been busy planning to get the Christmas lights up so as
to hold this year's parade on 27th November, leaving from the Guide Hut at
6.30pm. It is hoped there will be the usual great turnout to cheer on the Alyth
Pipe Band, Perthshire Brass and of course, Santa Claus.

Aged 70 and over
(D.O.B. on or before 31.3.52)

We have also decided to restart the 'Design a Light Competition' this year.
All primary school children can enter by handing in their Christmas-themed
drawing to Lunan's with their name, age and contact details on the back.
Entries to be sent in by 31st January 2022.

ALYTH COFFEE
CYCLE

Cally Cra�ers
Meets Thursday a�ernoons in
Bridge of Cally Hall
1.30 to 3.30pm
Starts back on 2nd September
Come along with your cra� and
refreshments
For more informa�on contact

01828 633083

As of September 2021, all
other age groups are to be
vaccinated (outwith the
practice), e.g. central clinic,
details to follow when we have
been advised further of the
process.

We pedal in search of coffee and
cake every Wednesday morning. If
this sounds like a good idea please
join us.

If you are eligible as stated
above:

Winter meeting time in the square
(after the clocks change) 10.00 am.

PLEASE PHONE 01828 632317
TO MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT

Find us on Facebook at The Alyth
Coffee Cycle.
Phone/text Pat 07583297408 or
just turn up.

Fresh food items with short dates,
delivered most weeks. Keep up to date on
our Facebook page or pop in to see what
we have on offer.
Open to the WHOLE community.

Help us reduce food waste.
Take what you need, pay what you can.

Email:
foodforthought19@outlook.com
Pop in at Food for Thought,

Alyth Literary
Society

STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP

The next meeting of the Alyth Literary
Society will be on I6th November
when the speaker will be Stewart
Miller with an illustrated talk entitled
“Eagle Hunters of Mongolia”. The
meeting will be in the Ogilvy Rooms,
Commercial Street, Alyth at 7.30pm.
Please wear face masks.
Due to the ongoing uncertainty of
Covid there will be no annual
membership fee and admission to
each meeting will be £2.
All welcome.

Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on The
Square by The Burn.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Tuesdays at 1.30pm on Square by the Burn

Airlie Street

958498 (Walk Leader)
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
632674 (Walk Leader)
Marja & Tom Dalziel
633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 01250 871059 (Walk Leader)
John Eggleston
633965 (Walk Leader)

Call, Text or WhatsApp
01828 633410 / 07840 755339
Need an emergency Food Parcel,
Call 0345 30 111 000
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MAKE A FREE WILL THIS NOVEMBER
AND SUPPORT CHARITY
Macnabs are delighted to once again be taking part in this year’s annual Will
Aid fundraising event throughout November. It is simple – you make an
appointment, we make your Will and instead of paying a fee you make a
donation to the Will Aid charity.
Appointments available with Susan Mackay in our Blairgowrie
office or via video conference throughout November.
Please call us on 01738 623 432 | www.macnabs-law.co.uk
Blairgowrie | Aberuthven | Pitlochry | Perth
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ACSG Update
Hello everyone, well the year has gone in so quick, our first AGM already.
ACSG participated in the Community Action Plan Event in Alyth Square,
which was very successful, lots of great ideas for the future of Alyth and if you
are interested in becoming ACSG volunteers please get in touch. Keep well
and safe, the cold weather is creeping up on us now the darker nights are
approaching. More rainy days and nights.
Dot McKenzie
ACSG Chair
Flood Resilience & River Keepers
We recently held our AGM in the Town Hall on the 5th of October. We discussed what we have been up to over the last year
since our group began, as well as next steps and the future. Minutes will be available from the end of October.
We recently welcomed Grant Train in joining us. Grant will be leading flood resilience for the town and is working closely with
Paul Laidlaw on building resilience within the town. Grant is still finding his feet but is keen to get stuck in. The RiverTrack has
been serviced and all working as it should which is a great asset to Alyth. Remember you can get RiverTrack on your phone for
your own peace of mind in the days we have a little more rain than we would like.
River Keepers
Clare Cooper is the team leader of the River Keepers along with Jane Wilkinson. Recently Clare had a walk around the Den
with Amanda Malcolm from the Conservation Volunteers and others as they discussed the hotspots/pressure points on the
burn, paths and bridges in the Den. Maps need to be drawn up still before the project can begin to recruit volunteers - lots more
to come on this.
Building Bridges Mental Health & Wellbeing Support Group

Pauline Sanyang along with Dot McKenzie have been running the Building Bridges Group from the Alyth Guide Hut. This has
proved very successful with a good turnout. Pauline and Dot are in the process of seeking and applying for funding to help with
activities, outings and visitors to the group.
This new and exciting venture is open to ladies aged 18 years
and over. On offer is a safe and confidential space for women
to talk, share experiences, explore difficulties and challenges or
just to sit and listen. The group meets every Wednesday
6.30pm – 7.30pm in the Alyth Guide Hut.
Food for Thought
After a successful project in the summer with the D.I.Y, we
decided to run it again during the two weeks in the October
holidays and also reached out to Forward Coupar Angus to aim
at piloting this project there also. We are not yet fully decided
on what we’re doing for Christmas this year but keep your eyes
peeled online and in the Hub for more information.
With funding for another year, we have a number of projects in
the pipeline that we would like to get the community involved in.
The Hub remains a place that people can come to for support
as well as helping to reduce food waste by taking what you
need and paying what you can.
You can get in touch with us in various ways:
Food for Thought (Landline)

01828633410

Community Phone Number

07840755339
(Call, txt, WhatsApp)

Acsg@alyth.online Foodforthought19@outlook.com
15

MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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COP26: a last chance to save the world?
As we all know, the world is warming at a dramatic rate, but
what actions are countries taking to save our planet? This
month a very important meeting is being held in Glasgow, it
will run from the 31st of October to the 12th of November
2021. COP stands for Conference Of The Parties and this
year will be the 26th meeting, hence the name COP26.
President Joe Biden, Prime Minister Boris Johnson and the
Queen are just some of the 100 world leaders expected to
attend. Greta Thunberg and David Attenborough are also
planning to be there. The purpose of the meeting is to
discuss what the world can do to cut emissions of greenhouse
gasses and try to keep global warming to a minimum.
At COP21 in Paris, 196 countries signed an agreement which
said they’d cut greenhouse gas emissions enough to limit global warming to 1.5oC. Unfortunately, the targets set in Paris weren’t
high enough and the emissions of most countries (including the UKs) are still going up. Temperatures around the world have
already risen by about 1.2oC and the graph below shows how scientists think they will continue rising even if we manage to
make cuts to greenhouse gases (from https://ourworldindata.org).
If we are to protect our planet and pass a healthy earth on to other generations, then at COP26 leaders need to commit to
making huge changes fast, and they need to start acting, instead of just talking. It is especially important that the biggest
emitters, such as the US, China, India, Russia and Japan make changes. Politicians need to lead this and we all need to accept
that we will have to make changes to how we live.
This could be our last chance to save the planet!!!!
By Katy Appleton, Evie Annan, Isla Beckett, Helen Steel, Amber Chapman and Morven Moyes
Follow us on Instagram @alythecokids
We would welcome contributions from other children on environmental issues. Please send your
articles, stories or poems into the Alyth Voice – you can also send pictures! Don’t forget to include
your name and contact details.

Alyth Walkers - Into the Kingdom
Despite the overcast day the group ventured into Pitmedden
Forest, in the Kingdom of Fife. The damp conditions created
magical patterns on the numerous cobwebs along the way,
and the mixed woodland of conifers and deciduous trees
were the perfect host for fungi of differing colour and shape.
A lunch stop at over 300 metres provided a misty view of the
confluence of the rivers Earn and Tay, and the sandy
channels and islands.
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AYP – Working with more young people than ever before!
On behalf of all of us at AYP I would like to pass on our condolences to the family of Lynne McGowan. Over the many years that I
have been sending articles to the Voice, she was always very helpful, friendly and patient. Her contribution to the community through
compiling the Voice was hugely valued and we are sorry to hear of her passing.
At the time of writing, we are preparing for a week of outdoor activities at Belmont Camp, most likely in the pouring rain – look out for
photos in the next issue of the Voice! Since we reopened the Hub in August, and restarted the Tribes in September, we have seen
numbers steadily rise to the point that we are now working with more young people than ever before.
It is worth repeating that the young people are genuinely a pleasure to work with and all of us involved in running AYP love doing what
we do. Every session brings something new to laugh about, a story that a young person shares, and a discussion that none of us
could have imagined. Each young person has a unique take on life, they have experienced the pandemic in different ways, and it is so
rewarding to share some of these experiences with them.
We have managed a couple of trips to Combat City with more planned for November and December. We are sure to have fun on
Halloween when we work together with GameSquare to run “Alyth in Doom”, and the various activities around COP26 will be
educational, meaningful and great fun too.
Thank you as ever to everyone who continues to support what we do in Alyth and the surrounding area. As 2021 draws to a close, we
hope that 2022 offers us more opportunities to support our young people to make friends, build their confidence, and be positive
members of the community.
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Ecomuseum to stage three local events to mark COP26
The Cateran Ecomuseum’s ‘Museum of Rapid Transition’ programme has designed three projects to coincide
with Scotland’s hosting of the UN Climate Change Conference – COP26 – in Glasgow at the beginning of
November.
Organised in partnership with Alyth Development Trust and inspired by the natural and cultural heritage of the
Ecomuseum, the projects aim to both mark this very historic event locally and create experiences that help
local communities and visitors take rapid climate action and transition to more regenerative ways of living. Both the Ecomuseum and ADT
believe that engaging people with their heritage has huge, currently under-utilised potential to help people build more regenerative and resilient
lifestyles and mobilise climate action in two primary ways:

They are a knowledge and learning resource which can help:
o

contextualise what is happening

o

develop skills and mitigation strategies that help build adaptive capacity

They are a participative force which can:
o

bring people together

o

challenge the status quo and

o

create spaces both physically and in our minds to imagine that anything is possible

ROOTED StoryBank
Thirteen stories have been curated and re-told by our storyteller in residence, Lindsey Gibb (right), all
of which illuminate how past communities from all cultures understood their interdependence with trees
and passed on that knowledge and those values through stories, myths and legends. We’re offering
the story bank to local climate action groups to use as conversation starters in climate action
conversations and to promote the new pre-designed itinerary, My Favourite Tree. You can watch all
the stories on the Cateran Ecomuseum’s Vimeo Channel.

TURNING POINTS EXHIBITION
A 50-metre long, two-metre high timeline of 20,000 years of climate change in this part of Scotland
will be exhibited on Scott Penncuik’s fence in Pitnacree Street and Barrel Wynd from the 30th
October until the New Year. Content has been developed by one of Scotland’s foremost environmental scientists, Dr Richard Tipping and designed by exhibition designer Cavan Convery. The
message of the exhibition is simple:
•
Our climate is changing. This is not the first time it has changed but it is the first time it has been changed by us.
•
We need to realise our interdependence nature if we are to have a liveable future.
•
This decade is the turning point for how we achieve that new balance.
•
This exhibition shows how humans adapted throughout history when faced with similar challenges.
•
Will we use these lessons from the past to shape a regenerative future?
The Exhibition will be opened by John Swinney at 11.00am on Saturday 30th October. MSP

CULTIVATE
Connected to the Turning Point exhibition, and in partnership with Creative Dundee, artist in residence Nicky Bolland is work ing with the
community of Alyth to generate a collective ‘Great Imagining’ which will cast the timeline forward into the future – depicting, via another piece of
public art, what that future could be if regenerative actions were taken.

THE AWAKENING
Local Tayside-based artist Martin McGuinness, together with Fraser Gray have returned to Glenshee (The Glen of the Fairies1) for a second
Ecomuseum commission entitled ‘The Awakening’. Made out of 9,000 square metres of jute and geotextile and pinned to the side of Coire
Lairige with steel pins, the piece depicts a giant hand reaching
out of the hillside (above, right). The piece is inspired by the Glen’s strong links
with the legendary pan-Gaelic hero Finn Mac Cumhaill2.
A number of events aimed at attracting both visitors and local people will take place over the 10 weeks it will be ‘in situ’. One of these,
scheduled for 1st November, the first day of COP26 (also the date of Samhain, the great Celtic Festival, where the door to the ‘other world’ is
open), will create a symbolic ceremony where the giant will be woken up by the sound of the great Pictish War Horn, the Carnyx, being
sounded three times by the musical archaeologist and wind instrumentalist John Kenny. Community representatives from each of the six main
20

human settlements of the Ecomuseum have been
invited including from Alyth. The event is inspired by
old Scottish giant Lore, which tells us that Finn is
asleep under the mountains with his warriors ready to
be awoken at a time of great portent by this signal so
that he can come to our aid. Following this moment in
the ceremony, primary school children from Kirkmichael Primary School will present young hazel trees to
representatives of Alyth, Blairgowrie and Rattray,
Coupar Angus, Glenisla, Kirkmichael and Meigle and
Ardler. Inspired again by the Finn stories, this will
symbolise the knowledge of all the world being
3
returned to us by the giant in order to enable our reconnection to the fount of all our wisdom – nature. Storyteller Lindsey Gibb has been
commissioned to write a new story about the artwork and Jim Mackintosh, the Ecomuseum’s poet in residence, will write a new poem. A short
film is also being made by Stefan Morrocco.
The 2021 Museum of Rapid Transition Programme has been made possible by grant funding from Paths for All, The Gannochy Trust, The
People’s Postcode Lottery Trust, the Cairngorms National Park, NatureScot, The Thompson Trust and Perth & Kinross Council, with further
investments made by the Cateran Ecomuseum’s own Directors. The Awakening has been made possible by the generosity of the Dalmunzie
Estate and Ferngreen Nursery, Forfar, with promotional support from Blairgowrie & East Perthshire Tourism Association and Visit Scotland.
1

Glenshee takes its name from the Gaelic word shith, signifying ‘fairies’. Until the old tongue died out in the late 1800’s the inhabitants were known
as Sithichean a’ Ghlinnshith – ‘The Elves of Glenshee’. The Glen’s ancient meeting place behind the kirk was called Dun Shith (Hill of the Fairies)
and is still dominated by a standing stone from the Bronze age. The Coire Shith or Fairy Burn, plunges down the side of Ben Gulabin, the mountain
commanding the head of Glenshee adding still more weight to the glens fairy past.

2

Place Name researcher, Peter McNiven has found place-name evidence of the Finn Mac Cumhaill legend in Glenshee that he believes is
unprecedented in its density in Scotland: https://commonculture.org.uk/legends-of-the-cateran-trail/

3

In one of the most famous of the Finn mac Cumhaill stories, The Salmon of Knowledge, Finn gains the knowledge of all the world from eating the
salmon, who gained the knowledge of all the world from the Hazel nuts dropped into the water by the 9 Hazel trees that surrounded the Well of
Wisdom: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salmon_of_Knowledge

Grant awarded to new ‘green museum’ experience in Alyth
Culture Perth & Kinross has secured funding from Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) to develop a new ‘green museum’ experience which will
also act as an orientation base for the Cateran Ecomuseum in Alyth Museum.
The grant of £60,000 will provide visitors to the museum with interactive and engaging information on how to explore the region, its archaeology and biodiversity and will highlight local green issues and how these are being addressed.
The experience aims to deepen visitors’ understanding of the climate and biodiversity crisis that we are facing on a local level and encourage
them to participate in change through social activism.
The funding, secured from MGS’s Museum Development Fund, will allow the museum to install displays developed with sustainability in mind,
using content created by curators from Culture Perth & Kinross in partnership with the Cateran Ecomuseum.
Creating the new facility will involve working directly with the community in Alyth to create a sustainable and vital future for Alyth Museum and
the collection relating to the area. The funding will also provide a base from which the Cateran Ecomuseum can inform visitors of their annual
engagement programme.
Clare Cooper, co-founder and co-director of the Cateran Ecomusuem, said: “We are delighted to have this opportunity to work with Culture
Perth & Kinross to develop Alyth Museum into an interactive orientation base for the Ecomuseum, especially given our focus on mobilising
heritage for climate action. Not only will this provide a valuable service to both local people and visitors interested in experiencing the 1,000
square kilometres of natural and cultural heritage that our ‘Museum Without Walls’ promotes, it will also be a transformative project for the
Alyth Museum, raising its profile and enabling it to promote the key role that heritage has in the climate and biodiversity crises we face.”
Russell Willis Taylor, Secretary, Alyth Development Trust, said: “The beauty of our natural surroundings is treasured by all of us. It contributes
so much to the character and welcoming nature of our town. The Cateran Ecomuseum is an innovative and successful project that helps all of
us see, understand and protect this irreplaceable and sometimes fragile natural heritage. Having a "portal" into the work of this ‘Museum
Without Walls’ inside our own museum ‘within walls’ is important for both museums and all of us who love this area. The Alyth Development
Trust is delighted to support the Ecomuseum and to see the revitalisation of the Alyth Museum in our town square as part of the rebuilding and
recovery after Covid.”
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Pet Care Services

07933 705 476
01828 633 998
Based in Alyth
gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com

•

•
•

•
•

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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The Alyth Community Council (ACC) met on Tuesday 5 October 2012
th

A number of points raised by Alyth residents were discussed.
The ongoing situation with the fire-damaged Building in Airlie Street raised its ugly head again. This comes up at every meeting
and needs to be resolved! Twenty months have passed since the fire and nothing obvious has happened to make Airlie Street
welcoming for residents and visitors. It is an eyesore!! WHAT is the problem?
The ACC is well aware that Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) are unable to help progress the work as the building is private. They
have however the responsibility of keeping the area safe for both pedestrians and vehicles. This is difficult for wheelchair users
passing the scaffolding and the front of the Airlie Street Bar with the narrow pavement. Maybe someone in the ‘know’ could put an
article in the Voice next month giving Alyth residents some idea of the problems and when the renovation work will start and finish.
Dog-fouling again! Things do not seem to be improving and the ACC is again trying to have the Warden spend more time in Alyth
and if necessary start dishing out fines. This may help to reduce the problem but he or she would need to be in Alyth early in the
morning to have any effect.
Litter around the Market Square is another problem which we hear about regularly. PKC have been asked to provide more litter
bins and to empty the bins more often. It is not a good image for visitors to see. As is the amount of materials thrown in the burn.
The Burnside work is virtually complete. An excellent example of what Alyth can achieve. Well done Alyth in Bloom, Tam Thomson
and the other volunteers. The three new benches are ready to be in place. These will match the four benches in the Square that
are to be replaced. The ACC has asked PKC if the four used benches can be kept in the town as locations for these have been
identified. Let us hope they agree.
The ACC has agreed to a microgrant for the Burnside Development for part payment for a semi-circular bench round the willow tree
near the Pack Bridge. Other microgrants are available for any group or association in Alyth who asks for financial help and whose
request conforms to the criteria required by SSE. Not usually a problem. Application forms from the Chairman at
alythcc@gmail.com.
Concerns have been raised about PKC’s plans for the areas in front of the World War and Boer War memorials. Because of their
financial difficulties they wish to change the areas from flowers to sustainable planting such as shrubs, etc. The ACC is in
agreement with this, as an alternative to hard landscaping.
I have been asked to provide details of your Council: Your Alyth Community Councillors are presently Peter Fairgrieve, Linda
Martin, Marina Ferguson, Rev. Mike Erskine, Allan Fegen, Ryan Mollison, Grant Train and myself, Iain Donaldson. We hope to add
another before the next meeting making us nine out of the eleven allowed by PKC. We would like to have another couple of
volunteers.
Communications can also be sent to alythcc@gmail.com.

Future of Alyth taking shape
Alyth’s Community Action Planning (CAP) process hit a major milestone at the
end of September when the Market Square was taken over for a whole day by the
Community Futures Event. Some 300 people came along to give their views on
the main themes that have been identified for the CAP, which is due to be
launched in its final form in December. The CAP will be a guide for developing new projects and initiatives in and around Alyth over
the next few years, built on the real priorities and needs of the community that have been gathered over the past few months.
As well as those attending the Community Futures Event, hundreds more individuals and dozens of groups and organisations
across the town have given their views on what will be most important for Alyth’s future development. It’s estimated that more than
30% of the entire population have been involved in the conversation in one way or another, making this one of the biggest
consultations ever in Alyth. The CAP Steering Group, led by Alyth Development Trust and the Alyth Community Support Group, is
enormously grateful to everyone who has contributed to the process, taken part in surveys and focus groups, and/or attended the
Community Futures Event. Look out for ore news about the launch of the Community Action Plan over the coming weeks.
The six themes for future development that
were presented at the Community Futures
Event are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Built Environment
Parks, Recreation & Heritage
Community & the Culture of Alyth
Nature & Environment
Local Economy & Tourism
Services & Accessibility

The Action Plan will include information and
guidelines for each of these themes, setting
out the priorities that are most important for
the community of Alyth.
23

Put your business on the map
with a free directory listing!
Sign up to the
REDS Rural Gift
Card scheme at no
charge and help
your customers
shop local

Find out more:

www.REDS.scot
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SCOTTISH UNIVERSITIES VISIT ALYTH
The highly prestigious Scottish Student Sport Golf Autumn Trophy took place at Alyth
Golf Club over three days in week beginning Monday 27 September. There were
outstanding young golfers from universities all over Scotland, both ladies and gents,
striving to win their respective individual events as well as a team Trophy. Some of
them could be our future professional golfers.
Many of the local members volunteered in various capacities, to assist with the
smooth running of the event. It was noted that the golf course was, as usual, in
excellent condition, with a nod to the green-keeping staff for all their hard work.
Chris Purdie, Head of Competition, Scottish Student Sport brought a team of
administrators and course referees to allow the whole competition over the three
days to run with great efficiency. At the conclusion of the event, Chris said: “It was
simply brilliant to host the Scottish Student Sport (SSS) Autumn Trophy at Alyth Golf
Club. It is always a real pleasure to come up to Alyth - the staff, members, and
community are and have always been incredibly supportive to SSS and the
partnership is extremely valued.
“This year, Alyth hosted 79 student athletes from eight different universities. This
year’s individual winners were both from the University of Stirling, with Penny Brown
winning the women’s event and Jeremy Lyonnet winning the Men’s. In the team
event, it was the University of St Andrews who took the winners’ medal in both the
men’s and women’s categories after a great three days on the course.
“On behalf of Scottish students sport, I would like to thank all those associated with
Alyth Golf Club and the support they provide to the student game of golf.
Both staff and members always go above and beyond and I and the rest of the
students are looking forward to coming back next year.”
The organisers have already booked the course for next year and the Committee,
staff and club members look forward to their return. Aside from the students, the club continues into Autumn with end-of-season
matches and a Presentation Night to look forward to. The Pro shop is always open for anyone to pop in for a chat and a cup of
coffee….. and of course the Driving Range is available for use by non members at any time.

Royal British Legion Scotland ALYTH Branch
MEMBERSHIPS
During the past two years our local branch has seen the membership undergo a significant drop in numbers. This was not only as a
result of the pandemic, although last year the national restrictions made it very difficult for committee members to visit homes and
renew memberships.
As a result of this we have requested RBLS HQ to issue the renewal stickers for membership cards, based on the list of names
which were registered at the end of 2019. Once these are available we will re-commence house visits and the collection of fees,
from those who wish to continue with their membership. We hope you will strongly consider renewing at the new membership fee of
£15.
BRANCH AGM
It ought to be possible to hold an AGM in the period before January 2022 all being well. Notice of this will be advertised once a date
is set. We will be seeking to elect existing and new members to our committee in order for the survival of the branch to continue.
REMEMBRANCE EVENTS
Thursday 11th November 2021- Committee members will attend the monument for a very brief Act of Remembrance
commencing at 11.00.
Sunday 14th November 2021 - A Church Service is planned on this date. Unfortunately, owing to reasons affecting the availability
of fully trained Standard Bearers within the branch, this year we are unable to parade our standards in church and between the
church and the monument. Coupled with the ongoing uncertainty regarding COVID case numbers and the potential for further
restrictions in winter, we have had to take the early decision to cancel a parade following the church service. Wreaths will be laid in
church by the branch and local organisations. Afterwards, Branch members will transfer and lay these wreaths at the monument
during a short act of Remembrance at 14.00.
Any further amendments or information will be communicated via our Facebook page.
Garry Mitchell, Chairman
RBLS Alyth Branch
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THE ISLA PARISHES
“We will remember them.”
For many of our serving military personnel and younger veterans, and for the families of all those injured or killed in Afghanistan
over the past 20 years, this year’s Remembrance will be made all the more poignant by the recent withdrawal of UK and other
NATO forces and the subsequent victories of the Taliban.
Recent events have raised all sorts of questions for families and individuals as they reflect on the suffering of so many military
personnel and the civilian population.
Across the Isla Parishes, we stand with all those who remember during the Season of Remembrance.
Sunday 7 November
18.30 hrs
Service of Remembrance
th

Glenisla Church

Thursday 11 November
th

10.50 hrs

Act of Remembrance

Sunday 14 November
11.15 hrs
Sunday Morning Worship
12.30 hrs
Wreath Laying
13.00 hrs
Wreath Laying

Glenisla War Memorial

th

Kilry Kirk
Lintrathen War Memorial
Airlie War Memorial

Our Sunday Services continue to follow the parallel pattern of:
Sunday Morning Worship on Zoom at 10.00 hrs
Sunday Morning Worship in Kilry Kirk at 11.15 hrs
Everyone very welcome both on Zoom and in-person
For more details visit our website or Facebook page or give the minister a call!
The Isla Parishes (Church of Scotland)
www.theislaparishes.org.uk

Scottish Charity SC031461

Facebook: The Isla Parishes – Parish Church

Minister: Rev Stephen A Blakey • 01575 560226 • 07712 542518 • StephenABlakey@icloud.com

THE PAIN OF REMEMBRANCE
The season of remembrance touches us all in different ways. Blended in with the public wearing of poppies and the laying of
wreaths, the sounding of the Last Post and the image of veterans marching past the Cenotaph, there are the personal memories
and the private loss of friends and families and loved ones.
For many of our senior citizens, this season reminds them of memories which have been long buried by the years and by the need
to forget the horrors and the hurts of wars which others appear to have forgotten. Living too much in a past of so much dying is too
painful to bear.
For our younger veteran community, and for many still serving in the regular and reserve forces, the memories are harder to avoid
on a daily basis. Physical, emotional, and mental scars combine with lost limbs and lost
comrades, resulting in ghosts which haunt the deeper recesses of their everyday living.
The pride of having served well, the confidence of achieving some benefit for peace and
justice, the knowledge of having given of your best for Queen and country … these all
help in believing that the price was worth paying, that the deaths and the suffering were
not in vain.
This year, however, with the accounts of the Taliban continuing to re-establish their grasp
on the people of Afghanistan, and with the shock of a senior Royal Marine Commander
taking his own life, there will be many for whom the question “WHY?” will sound louder
than any bugle call.
It is because we do not have an answer to that question that we stand in silence,
standing beside and with and for those who have suffered and those who will continue to
suffer.
‘At the going down of the sun
And in the morning,
We will remember them.’
Rev Stephen A Blakey
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farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
• employment law
• wills & executries • commercial

7 Market Square
Alyth
01828 958040

• dispute resolution • property

Coffee - Meals - Take-away - Ice-cream

Photo courtesy of Alyth
Photographic Club

With ample parking in front of the café and our
Outdoor seating (where dogs are welcome to enjoy a
cool drink too!), we really have all you can wish for
right here at Café in the Square, including:
Barista coffee, speciality teas, milkshakes,
ice-cold drinks & ice-cream.
Homemade soup & freshly prepared meals, salad bar
and yummy cakes, pancakes, traybakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby change.
We even offer free WiFi and USB charging points!

• power of attorney
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consulta�on
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

*KidsZone now re-open!*

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES

(subject to tier levels)
Open Mon - Fri 9-4 & Sat 10-4
Closed Sunday

All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

Removals
&
Interiors
Est. 1871

f
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Back in the Olden Days
Here’s a fascinating look back to the olden days, thanks to one of our readers who very kindly
loaned us the first two issues of the Alyth School Magazine produced just after the end of World
War 2. The first issue was produced in June 1946 and, as the introductory article says, the country
was still adjusting to the end of hostilities and trying to find a way back to ‘normality’. Although
paper was still being rationed at that time, the production team managed to put together a 30-page
magazine, supported by local advertising - a bit like today’s ‘Voice’. Unlike the Voice, however, the
School Magazine was only produced once a year and cost 6d (six old pence, equivalent to about
90p today). As well as sports successes and wartime anecdotes, this issue also contained a
message from the then Canadian Prime Minister, whose grandfather came from Alyth (below left),
and an impressive record of the School’s support for the war effort (bottom right), getting on for
£200,000 in today’s money!
Look out next month for a selection from
the second issue, produced in
June 1947.
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Could you be a
VOLUNTEER
BEFRIENDER?
As a befriender, you can help brighten up the lives of older
people in Alyth and the surrounding rural areas in the
following ways:
> Provide Companionship
> Encourage participation in local groups and activities
> Even a telephone chat or popping in for a cuppa can
make a real difference
> Be a shopping befriender - and assist someone who
finds it difficult to do their shopping.
Only a few hours a week can make such a difference. We
will be providing training in September/October. For more
details contact:
Elder Voice
1 Commercial Street
Blairgowrie PH10 6NL
Tel: 01250 874269
info@eldervoice.org.uk
www.eldervoice.org.uk
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Notes from Alyth Musical Society
Tickets are now on sale for “The Night Before Christmas” Alyth
Musical Society’s Pantomime. (Oh yes they are!)
Alyth Musical Society’s production of “The Night Before Christmas” will run from Thursday 2 to
Saturday 4 December at Alyth Town Hall.
nd

th

Described as a traditional Pantomime with a few modern twists
the production offers fun for all the family.
It’s Christmas Eve and Rudolph is missing and without him Santa
can’t navigate to make his deliveries. It’s up to two intrepid
agents from the National Elf Service to travel to the human world
and track Rudolph down in time to save Christmas. However,
dark forces are at work in the form of The Anti-Claus and her evil
henchmen Humbug and Bah!
Will our heroes, assisted by an extensive entourage of pixies,
schoolgirls and reindeer and not forgetting Dame Holly Berry
succeed before the clock strikes midnight? You’ll have to come
along and find out. (Oh yes you will.)
Tickets are available now from www.ticketsource.co.uk/alythmusical-society or Food for Thought.
Children £8, Adults £9, or any four tickets for £30.
For further information please visit our Facebook page or email
alythms.info@gmail.com.

Review and Reach Your Business Goals with GrowBiz
After a busy summer, it’s a good opportunity to use this generally quieter period to plan for the winter ahead. It might be that you need to review
your marketing plan, organise your finances or update your digital presence. Here’s how GrowBiz can help:
Refocus — Get help to achieve your business aims by requesting a 1-1 session with an advisor who has extensive experience in running their
own business. They can help talk through your current challenges and provide support to reach your goals.
Reorganise — Do you need help making a business or marketing plan or cashflow projection? The learning resources available on our website
include helpful templates to show you how to accomplish these vital aspects of running a successful business.
Renew — Is it time you updated your website, got to grips with Instagram, or managed your time better? Our interactive learning sessions are
just what you need to develop new skills in a relaxed and friendly environment.
Revitalise — Join one of our inspirational networking events for a motivational boost. Hear from local business owners like you who’ve
successfully grown, learn from their examples, ask questions and network with other attendees.
Restart — Is something in your own personal development holding you back? Perhaps you lack confidence, or find it difficult to make
decisions. Join our award-winning mentoring programme and we’ll match you with a trained mentor who can help you reach your next step.
Recall — Bring your business to mind by listing it with REDS (Rural Enterprise Directory Scotland). REDS is GrowBiz’s online directory and gift
card scheme to help small businesses doing great things be more visible. Find out more at www.reds.scot
Take a look at all of GrowBiz free and confidential services for rural businesses at www.growbiz.co.uk or email connect@growbiz.co.uk to
request a session with one of our advisors.

open

☑ SCENIC LOCATION
☑ FUNCTIONSUITE
☑ HEATEDOUTDOORAREA
☑ DOGFRIENDLY
OPEN EVERYDAY

Conferences Parties Weddings Funerals

01828629141
“We use only the finest locally sourced ingredients”
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A STRAIGHTER,
NATURAL SMILE

TRANSFORM YOUR SMILE WITH OUR NEWEST
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY INVISALIGN.
Get your confidence back today at Infinityblu Dental Care
& Implant Clinic with invisible and removable aligners
that will change your smile and life forever.
Try the world’s most advanced aligner technology today in simple, easy, pain free steps:
•
•
•
•

Book your consultation
Get your custom-made aligners to wear everyday and change at home
Progress review every 8 weeks
More laughter and more confidence

0% finance available with no interest for a year
For further information call us on 0333 305 0886
PITLOCHRY I AUCHTERARDER I DUNKELD I CRIEFF I ALYTH I CALLANDER I DUNS

...or visit us online www.infinitybludental.co.uk
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Leaf by Niggle
Leaves are all over the place. It’s the time of year, of course. They are scattered over the ground, a particoloured carpet of birch, willow, lime and ash here; a thick mat, there, where the shade-casting sycamore
leaves land, blotched to the last. Gradually, they will decay and disappear, to return to the ground and
continue on the great cycle of death and life.
Crows are screaming to tell everybody that a bird of prey is about. There they are, mobbing a
peregrine! Eventually, the falcon outflies its pursuit, and fades into the distance. I lower my
binoculars and go back to thinking about the oak sapling with the enormous leaves that is
growing along the Burnieshead path.
The seedling that became the sapling grew from an acorn, shed by a nearby oak. It didn’t get eaten by a mouse or squirrel. Nor did
an insect bore into nor a fungus consume it, but survived the first winter away from its parent. It put out a shoot, which passed
unnoticed, and grew.
By the autumn of 2020 the sapling was about one metre tall. What would become of it through the coming winter? Would it be
chopped by a beaver, barked by a vole, or browsed by deer? By spring the answer was clear: a beaver had snipped the young tree,
and all that was left was a stump, which I could not find until late in the summer when, at last, the sapling, newly regenerated from
the cut stump, declared itself. It had sprung up and stood one metre tall, in a clearing among the ferns. New shoots had grown out
of the original stool and enormous new leaves had sprouted from these stems. Big leaves are characteristic of coppice regrowth, a
sign of the determination of plants to flourish, using the nutrients stored in their roots through the winter, and available through the
new growing season.
What will happen now, though, this winter and the years that follow? Will the bitter tannins in the oak’s bark put beavers off cutting
the slender stems and dragging them away? Should the tree be protected with some old rabbit netting, perhaps? Left to itself,
probably, the oak will become a bushy copse of several stems. It will be haven to much insect life, food and shelter for warblers.
By the time you read this piece, the Great Climate Conference, COP-26 will be underway in Glasgow. We have to hope that the
governments of the world will commit to binding agreements to limit the impacts of the climate catastrophe and biodiversity crash,
and then act on them. Hope, however, is not enough as the philosopher Hannah Arendt pointed out. We, too, as individuals and
communities all have to push our governments to act for the sake of our planet and grandchildren.
Paul Ramsay

An exhibition of contemporary art by FUSATION, a group of
Perthshire and Angus artists, including four from Alyth:
Margaret Stanford (textiles), Tricia Brown (paintings), Ron
Dickens (wood carvings) and Maria Nordgren (ceramics).
There will also be botanical illustrations, mixed media,
photography and stained glass.
13th to 28th November 2021 at the Barn Gallery, The Bield in
Tibbermore, Perth PH1 1PY
Open daily 10am to 4pm. Admission free.
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www.resoluteit.co.uk

Gr angemo unt
Cat t er y

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Tel: 01828 632284

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

David Scott Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433
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Thank you to the generous folk of Alyth and surrounding area
Local Soroptimist Jean Campbell is once again thanking the kind folk of Alyth and surrounding area! Thanks go to Thrifty One
and to the Peel Farm shop for all of the baby clothes and to the knitters for all of the absolutely beautiful baby items which have
gone to Buttons & Bows, a baby-bank service in Perth led by Christine Moore (see photograph). All of the donated items will be
put to good use locally.
Jean also wants to thank everyone who donated to her Afghan refugee appeal (photograph shows Jean delivering donated items
to PKAVS, Perth). She was overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity demonstrated and says you are all wonderful, but also
asks you to note that this appeal has now closed!

Do you struggle with a Hearing Loss? - Lipreading classes can help
Susan Brown
I qualified as a lipreading tutor eight years ago, now teaching in Blairgowrie, Perth, and Dundee.
At the beginning of the pandemic in March 2020, all lipreading and British Sign Language (BSL) classes were stopped, so during
this time I knew I had to keep in touch with my students, by emailing, texting, telephoning, writing to them, or visiting them at their
homes and occasionally going for coffee with them when it was safe to do so.
During this period, communication has been very difficult for my students, especially when the wearing of face masks became
compulsory. The clinic for cleaning and re-tubing of hearing aids was stopped, new batteries for hearing aids now had to be
ordered by telephoning audiology for postal delivery (many students had to get someone else to phone for them, or write to
audiology), and damaged hearing aids had to be posted to audiology with a long wait for them to be returned. So during this
period isolation has been very difficult for them.
During the early part of this pandemic, I put together a “Keep in touch box”, for all my students in Blairgowrie, with the thanks
from Blairgowrie Tesco, ASDA Dundee, and Coop Perth Road Blairgowrie.
Since then, I regularly send out a variety of lipreading activities for them to do, which included mirror exercises of lip patterns.
Some letters are hard to recognise: sh/ch/j for example; try saying “the world’s cutest sheep were in the back of the farmer’s
cheap jeep…” and think about how similar your mouth looks when making the different sounds. Other lip patterns are also
challenging, such as p/b/m: - “Polly and Molly bought beetroot from Bert…”; or f/v, for example: - “The vicar had a good figure…”
Anagrams, working out what equipment can help with your hearing loss. Mystery person, giving out clues about a musician who
was deaf. Information on Adhere Bone Conduction and devices. Pictures were sent showing BSL letters where the students had
to work out not only the letter but also work out a twelve-letter word only using each letter once, other BSL lessons were provided
by Paul McLellan, BSL Tutor, they included Christmas songs……..
I will be resuming lipreading classes in November 2021, all lipreading classes are free. Funding has previously been provided by
Perth and Kinross See Hear, Proctors, Blairgowrie Rotary Club, Tesco, Greggs the Baker and students’ raffles. Deaf Action
provide funding for Perth and Dundee classes.
If you are interested in joining a Lipreading class, contact Susan Brown on 07940333924 or email
susanbrown1957@hotmail.com
If you are interested in joining a British Sign Language (BSL) class, contact thebsltutor@gmail.com
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Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Rendezvous
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Rendezvous
Printed for Alyth Voice by Tay Valley Design

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation
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