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INFORMATION
PLEASE REMEMBER all articles and adverts
you wish placed in the Voice need to arrive with
us no later than the 14th of the month.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly magazine,
managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER

Welcome to the September issue of the Alyth Voice!
Now that most restrictions have been lifted, it’s good to see life in the town returning to something
approaching normal. For example, in this issue there’s news of the phased re-opening of the Airlie
Street Hall (page 7), while Thrifty One seem to be managing the return to normality with their usual
energy and good humour (page 9). Thrifty One have also been helping our newest club, Game
Square, go from strength to strength (page 5).
The big news this month is, of course, the near-completion of the massive restoration and renovation
works along the burn-side on Pitnacree Street (pages 18-19). This is a fantastic result for Alyth in
Bloom and all the many individuals and other groups who have supported them along the way - it’s
going to make a major difference to the centre of the town!
And next year, with luck and a following wind, we might be looking forward to a significant upgrade to
Jubilee Park, as reported by Alyth Development Trust (page17). ADT are also promoting the
Community Futures event on 25 September - I would urge everyone in Alyth to get involved with this,
as it’s a central part of the project to develop a Community Plan for the town which will guide how we
develop as a community and place to live and work over the next few years.
Meanwhile, the Eco Kids are lending their voice to calls to do something about the accelerating
climate crisis (page 11), while photos fro Ron McGill (page 14) show how climate change seems to
be affecting local wildlife.
On a more day-to-day level, but one that still affects the whole community, Perth & Kinross Council
has launched a survey - #Penny4YourThoughts - to gather feedback about the public toilets across
Perth and Kinross. The survey is open until Monday 18 October and also invites people to suggest
locations where toilet facilities would be welcomed. The Council own and maintain 13 public toilets
and has partnerships with approximately 30 businesses and public venues to provide toilet facilities
for local residents and visitors to the area. Let them know what you think here: https://
www.pkc.gov.uk/penny4yourthoughts
So that’s your September issue of the Voice - we all hope you enjoy it! In the meantime, stay well
and stay safe and keep following the official advice, and we look forward to seeing you again for our
October issue.
Kevin Coe
Editor

Cover image: one of our local ospreys pictured recently by a sharp-eyed reader.
Alyth coat of arms by Jack Ryan Morris - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=106684807
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632754

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Alyth Samaritan Cars (patient transport service)

07599 220045

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

ST
PR O
ES P
S

P
O
S
ST ES
JUNE R
P

We are currently
preparing to re-open
the Hall for community
events. Please see
article on page 7 for
full details of new
arrangements.

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
NHS24 (Out of Hours):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Perth & Kinross School Holidays

CORONAVIRUS—COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following symptoms:
fever, dry cough, shortness of breath,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY

HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

RETURNING

Easter

1 April (Thu)

19 April (Mon)

May Day

31 April (Fri)

4 May (Tue)

Summer

24 June (Thu)

18 August (Wed)

October

8 October (Fri)

25 October (Mon)

In-Service

10 November (Wed)

15 November (Mon)

Christmas

22 December (Wed) 6 January 2022 (Thu)

Please call NHS24 on 111
You can find the most up to date information about
Coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot

SEPTEMBER
MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

TILING AND PLASTERING
SERVICES
Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work
All work carried out by fully
qualified Professionals and
Finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

JOHN A McINTOSH

•
•
•
•
•

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

TOSH TILING SERVICES
For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk
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GAME
SQUARE
Monthly puzzle
This month, some classic algebra! The rules are that the
symbols are numbers 0 to 5, and the goal is to find
which symbol is each number. Good luck!
Game Square is now meeting in the Bowling Club and we
now run from 18:00 to 22:00 every Thursday. This means
we are observing masks and other Covid rules and that
now indoors we are having computer games every week
without fail now we have access to power. The Bowling
Club is not charging us for the room at this time, so we
would like to give them thanks.
Thrifty One have very kindly donated a cornucopia of
boardgames to us this month so a special thanks to them
is in order as well.
Finally, thanks very much to Cafe in the Square for giving
us a free venue until now, and to ADT and the Arnold
Clark Community Fund for funding us.
Find out more on our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/GameSquareAlyth
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Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
Stewart MacDonald

**HAIRDRESSER**
59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Telephone 01828 632 995

Gi� Vouchers Available

E.C.A. Registered and Approved

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome
TEMPORARY BUSINESS HOURS
(Due to COVID restrictions)

Monday - closed
Tues to Sat - 4.30pm till 9.00pm
Sunday - 4.30pm till 8.00pm

Deliveries available

ROBERT YOUNG
THANK YOU!

Keep body and mind active
Anyone interested in joining this
friendly group please phone

01575 560274
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I would like to thank you all for
asking Shellagh about my health,
as it was a nasty stroke I had. Now
I’m home, I’m glad to see the well
known faces and all who asked for
me. It was a long 7 months in PRI
and the Cottage in Blair.
Thank you all,
Robert.

Airlie Street Hall - new post-lockdown rules
We are in the middle of preparing for opening up the Hall.
We have replaced the Hall floor and now areas need repainted, badminton
lines need to be put down, windows washed, in and out, and the kitchen
cleaned. A lot of work for the existing four volunteers.
It would be nice if we had a couple of new members to assist in the future
management of the hall! It is normally not too onerous.
Some changes are necessary to the renting of the Hall.
These will be Coffee Mornings £100 and until the laws change whoever holds
the event will be responsible for recording track and trace for those entering
the Hall. It is unlikely that coffee mornings will recommence this year but
bookings for next year can start in November.
Going forward any group holding a coffee morning will be responsible for all kitchen duties because the ladies and gentlemen
who previously volunteered have decided it is time for them to step back.
The hourly rate for hiring the hall will now be £15 per hour.
It is hoped that smaller groups will initially be able to use the hall and they will be responsible for listing persons entering the hall
for the track and trace record.
Anyone wishing to help in the future, either in the management of the hall or in carrying out essential work to improve the hall
should contact Iain Donaldson on ikkddonald@gmail.com

The Future of Care and Wellbeing in Rural Perth and Kinross
The Care and Wellbeing Community Interest Company (CIC) is open to new members.
A social enterprise funded by LEADER, we are a collective of care and wellbeing
practitioners who believe in providing professional local services.
As a friendly and mutually supportive network working across rural Perth and Kinross,
we also focus on the delivery of new and innovative approaches to care and wellbeing, offering people more choice, flexibility
and personalised support from practitioners in their own area.
We are happy to welcome new members who will participate in, enjoy
and benefit from what we have to offer, including peer support,
learning and development events, personalised professional guidance,
newsletters, networking meetings, information, funding opportunities,
promotions, updates, and directory listings on the CIC website and
Rural Enterprise Directory Scotland (www.reds.scot).
Our members offer a wide variety of services across all aspects of care
and wellbeing. So if you provide any kind of wellbeing, therapeutic,
social care or assistance service, are thinking of starting a new career
as a self-employed person in care and wellbeing, are a college leaver,
or run a creative or tourism business offering or interested in offering
wellbeing packages, then we’d love to hear from you.
For further information log on to our website
www.thecareandwellbeing.coop. Or, if you are interested in becoming
a member, please email hello@thecareandwellbeing.coop and we’ll be
delighted to chat with you.
The CIC is supported by GrowBiz, who provide free services for small
businesses, enterprises and the self-employed in rural Scotland,
including learning sessions, peer support and networking events, free
resources, 1-1 meetings with experienced advisors and an awardwinning business mentoring programme. Find out more about GrowBiz
services at www.growbiz.co.uk
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WANTED
HIGHLAND WEAR ACCESSORIES
MILITARY UNIFORMS AND GEAR
Private Collector – stays in Alyth.

DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

I’m looking for old sporrans, sgian dhu,
dirks, swords, plaid brooches, bu�ons
and belts etc. Also old military stuff.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

I’d be interested in things that need
restoring or upcycling.

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

Stuart Neilson
Stuart.neilson62@gmail.com
07716767913

Call Mariya:

07707 877319
for a quote

No job too big or too small!

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

Free Estimates
Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

NHS and Private Prescriptions
Long TermMedication Support
Minor Ailment Service

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

Medicine Compliance Aids

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994

STRING PLAYERS
WANTED!
Do you play violin, viola, cello or
double bass? Would you be
interested in getting a string
group together purely for the
enjoyment of playing music?
Then please get in touch. I
moved to Alyth just before the
first lockdown and I have really
missed playing music with
others. You don't need to be a
wonderful player (I am certainly
not!), just enthusiastic about
playing. Contact Rosemary:
07875 616468.
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Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

Thrifty One
From the Community, For the Community
Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com

As I write this we are just reaching the end of our first
week of more relaxed rules, no more social
distancing required. On that basis we have also
ended our lunchtime closing. Instead the necessary
surface cleansing is continued through the day.
Volunteers have been glad to see each other over
the shift change once more. We have all missed our
daily catch ups. Mask wearing and hand sanitising
will continue for a while yet, also we ask people to be
considerate of others, as some folk are still feel more
comfortable with social distancing.
It’s been a steady month, lovely to see visitors to the
area coming into the shop, going away clutching
their finds. One customer came in while she was
waiting for her slot at the hair dresser and left with a
little painting of a Jersey Cow. She said it reminded
her of such a cow in the field next to her on her
holiday on the West Coast the previous week. Your
donation becoming another’s treasure.
One very successful new group that has formed in Alyth this year is Game Square Alyth. It’s a multi-generational club and
covers all sorts of games, especially tabletop/board games and video games. They meet at the Bowling Club between 6-9pm
on a Thursday. Details in the Voice and on their Face Book page.
Thrifty One have been glad to supply them with a huge variety of board games, all donated to the shop by yourselves (picture,
above). In fact the organisers are keen for people to hunt out
those long neglected/bits missing games and hand them into
Thrifty One for the club to give them a new life. As they say,” 3 half
sets of monopoly will likely make one full set”.
It’s also worth remembering that we have a good stock of jigsaws.
In addition to the ones in the shop we keep a shelf of them in the
cellar. So if you don’t fancy any of the ones on show, ask and we
will bring out some more.
Some of you will have noticed that Thrifty One Too generally has a
selection of vintage linen on show, tablecloths, mats, napkins…
Angela (pictured at left), one of our volunteers, is the person who
takes them home to wash, restore and repair them. Somehow she
magics away the yellow fading, the small stains and returns them
looking fresh and pretty. It was Angela who restored the beautiful
christening gowns that hung in our window for a while (sorry, no
photo, the window reflections got in the way).
By the time you read this we will have begun to replace summer
clothing with our autumn stock. We have a good store of lovely
items ready to go on the rails. So before you rush off and buy
something brand new, consider visiting a secondhand shop, ours
especially ☺, and buying something ‘new to you’ instead. Such as
one delighted customer who we kitted out with a full wedding outfit
– dress, jacket, bag shoes and fascinator. I think the only things
she didn’t buy was matching underwear and that was only
because we don’t sell it!!
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Johnston Groundworks,

Alyth Parish Church invites you to our
National Giving Day Service at the
Church on Sunday 5 September 2021 at
11.00am
The aim of National Giving Day is to offer
congregations an opportunity to reflect
deeply on God's loving presence with us
during these challenging times and to
express our appreciation and gratitude
through giving generously ourselves.

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524
Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Please give generously. Please give
thanks for the wondrous things God has
done and for his countless gifts of love
which still are ours today.

Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:
• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:
Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

• In-growing Toenails

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

Clinical Aromatherapist
Liz Jenkins - mifpa

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.
Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
…and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning

Hodge Solicitors LLP

The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

01250 874441

Accident
Claims
28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Alyth Walkers - Stepping back in time
Leaving historic Ceres the group headed south-west on the
Pilgrims Way before turning right at Denhead Farm to cross
the ancient packbridge spanning the Craigrothie burn and up
the main drive to the Hill of Tarvit. After a look at the house
gardens and a lunch break, we tackled the steep approach to
the Hill itself, where we were treated to a spectacular 360degree view of the Fife countryside. Leaving the grounds of
the house via the side entrance we crossed the A916 along
the track leading to the 15th century Scotstarvit Tower,
returning to Ceres via Chance Inn, Craigrothie, and the
outward leg of the Pilgrims Way.

We’re running out of time…..
Last month the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) released a report
describing what the latest science says about climate change (https://www.ipcc.ch/
reports/). This report took almost eight years to finish and 721 scientists from 90 nations
worked on it together until they came to a consensus. The report was named AR6 WG1
which stands for the Sixth Assessment Report, Working Group One. Several more reports
in the same series as this one will be released over the next couple of years.
Here are some of the main points from AR6 WG1:
There have been many more extreme weather events caused by climate change

It is clear that humans have played a huge role in the changing climate
Every place on Earth has been affected by climate change already
The levels of CO2 are the highest they have been in 2 million years!!!!
The climate goals of 1.5-2 Celsius are becoming less and less manageable
The changes to ice, oceans and sea levels are going to take centuries to reverse.
We need to cut down massively on the amount of methane and other greenhouse gases we produce and we need to do it
quickly
EVERY ACTION MATTERS AND WE NEED TO ACT NOW!!!
By Katy Appleton,Evie Annan,Isla Beckett, Helen Steel, AmberChapmanandMorvenMoyes
Follow usonInstagram@alythecokids
We would welcome
contributions from
other children on
environmental
issues. Please send
your articles, stories
or poems into the
Alyth Voice – you
can also send
pictures! Don’t
forget to include
your name and
contact details.
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NOTICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We are so pleased to
announce that OUR
CHURCH will now be open
each Sunday for a service
between 11.00 am and 12
noon for all who wish to
attend.

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11am
St Stephen’s
Bank Street
Blairgowrie

Sundays
9.30am
St Luan’s,
Alexandra Street
Alyth

www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.co.uk
Please check website for any
changes or telephone 01250 872171
to speak to the Parish Priest

September 2021
5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
11.15am Eucharist
All are welcome: Masks to be worn.
Rector: Rev Kim Lafferty
Tel: 01250 872715
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com
Further info: see Church noticeboard or contact:
Carol Renwick 01828 640591 / 07792 240366
Church website: www.abcsaints.co.uk

Alyth Health Centre
Alyth Health Centre would like to
take this opportunity during the
COVID-19 outbreak to thank all our
patients for contacting us to offer
their services and pass on good
wishes.
To reduce footfall into the premises
as we are open as usual we have
introduced a locked red post box
for repeat prescription orders,
situated on the wall in the main
vestibule entrance.
Thank you

Alyth Library
23 Airlie Street
Tel: 01828 632731

Alyth Library remains closed due to
Government guidelines and social distancing
restric�ons.
A Mobile Library will be in Alyth on
Fridays 1:30pm – 3:30pm
Collect pre-ordered books and drop books off.
Order books online, or by phone 01738
444949
Blairgowrie Library is open for browsing, to collect
pre-ordered books and to drop off books.
Tues: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1900
Wed/Thurs: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1730
Fri: 0830 - 1400
Sat: 0930 – 1300
You can still download free e-books, e-audio books
and e-newspapers online via:

www.culturepk.org.uk

Club Members are currently meeting
virtually using Zoom and planning to
restart fortnightly evening meetings on
MONDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2021
7.00 to 9.00pm.
Venue for meetings to be confirmed.
Club evenings include slideshows of
images taken by members, tutorials by
members and guest speakers,
competitions with external judges, club
projects both internal and external.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
COME ALONG AND GIVE US A TRY –
WE ARE ALL TRYING TO LEARN
AND TAKE BETTER PHOTOGRAPHS
For more details including where we will
be meeting:
Contact Peter at:
petermesser47@gmail.com
Or David at: david.stanghon@gmail.com
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NOTICES
Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK

Alyth Senior Ci�zens’ Lunch and
Socialising Club

The RBS website is currently saying that the mobile branch service is
paused during the lockdown. The nearest branch is Blairgowrie.

Cally Cra�ers

*NEW ART GROUP*

Meets Thursday a�ernoons in
Bridge of Cally Hall

Interested in joining

1.30 to 3.30pm

a new day-�me

Starts back on 2nd September
Come along with your cra� and
refreshments

art group?
contact Margaret on

A Time to say Thank You
Lunch Club and Commi�ee
Members would like to say thank
you to our Volunteers, present and
past. Thank you for your
commitment, your smiles and your
�me. We miss you and look
forward to when we can meet
again safely.

For more informa�on contact

01828 633083

01828 633083

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club
August 2021
(Draw No. 208)
(Thanks to Derek Todd)
1st - £50 - No 65 – Anne Bryce
2nd - £30 - No 129 – Fiona Anderson
3rd - £20 - No 194 – Mr & Mrs G Inkster

You are the heart of the Club.

The 200 Club is a big part of the lights fundraising. Thank
you to everyone for renewing their membership and good
luck with the draws. With lockdown ending soon, we are
hopeful there will be a parade and all the usual festivities
at the lights switch-on this year.

Fresh food items with short dates,
delivered most weeks. Keep up to date on
our Facebook page or pop in to see what
we have on offer.
Open to the WHOLE community.

Help us reduce food waste.

ALYTH COFFEE
CYCLE
We pedal in search of coffee and
cake
every Wednesday morning.

Take what you need, pay what you can.

If this sounds like a good idea
please join us.

Email:
foodforthought19@outlook.com

Meet in Alyth square, 9.30 am.

Pop in at Food for Thought,
Airlie Street
Call, Text or WhatsApp
01828 633410 / 07840 755339
Need an emergency Food Parcel,

Find us on Facebook at
The Alyth Coffee Cycle.
phone Pat 07583297408
or just turn up.

Call 0345 30 111 000
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STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on The
Square by The Burn.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Tuesdays at 1.30pm on Square by the Burn
958498 (Walk Leader)
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
632674 (Walk Leader)
Marja & Tom Dalziel
633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 01250 871059 (Walk Leader)
John Eggleston
633965 (Walk Leader)

Recycle and Re-use – help others and in doing so, help the planet!
Since Jean Campbell, a member of Soroptimist International Great Britain & Ireland, had information published about Smalls for All
and Starter Packs, Perth, highlighting the opportunities to recycle/re-use items rather than relegating them to landfill, she has been
overwhelmed with donations of curtains, crockery, cutlery, bedding, towels, kitchenalia – all types of household items, adult and
children’s clothing plus a beautiful cot and pushchair, and toiletries, all of which in turn have been distributed to charities and
voluntary organisations across Perthshire.
In addition to the above Jean has also received many slightly-used/new bras and new pants for Smalls for All, the charity based at
West Calder, West Lothian, which provides underwear to those in need in Africa and in the UK. She was delighted to deliver 435
bras and 147 pairs of pants recently but has already started the next collection!
Photographs show some of the volunteers at Starter Packs; the recent load of bras and pants for Smalls for All; the pushchair being
delivered along with children’s clothes to Buttons & Bows, Perth (the cot was already delivered) and clothing, toiletries and coffee
being delivered to the Churches Action for The Homeless (CATH) Day Centre. Children’s clothes including beautiful hand-knitted
items were also handed over to Social Flock, Perth.
Many thanks go to Alyth, Blairgowrie and Rattray residents, to David and Debbie (the Wee Coffee Shop), Nigel, Gary and his family
(Ivybank Lodge), Kay (Ericht Lodges), Blythswood Care, (all in Blairgowrie and Rattray), Thrifty One in Alyth, friends, family and
neighbours, all of whom got in touch with Jean and donated items for onward dissemination.
If you want to find out more about the items she collects, and/or if you want to volunteer with Starter Packs, Perth, call Jean on
07947 604 597. If you want to find out more about Soroptimist International, a service organisation for women with a social
conscience, see the website www.sigbi.org

Evidence of climate change affecting Alyth?

A rare visitor to our town, photographed in New Alyth in mid-August. This butterfly is a Comma which is not normally seen north of
the Wash in eastern England. The underside bears the distinctive comma marking which gives the butterfly its name. The warming
climate is leading many species of plants and animals to extend their natural range northwards.
Photos courtesy of Ron McGill.
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ACSG News - September 2021
Hello folks, great to hear the lockdown restrictions have really eased
now, but please continue to be safe.
ACSG are pleased to Announce that we have a new Flood Team Leader;
Grant Train. You will all meet Grant soon - he’s recently moved to Alyth
from Orkney and is currently studying environmental sciences. He has
also worked as a subsea surveyor and isn't shy of manual labour - thank
you Grant for joining us!
Dot McKenzie ACSG Chairperson
Food for Thought
Food for Thought have helped over 70 children with our DIY Lunch bags which have been very successful in making sure families
were supported during the school holidays. This project has proved so successful that we will be hoping to run this again during
the October holidays (Please see separate poster for details).
The Food to Grow community space has been used for growing various items that will be ready to harvest soon (opposite the
Losset on the corner of Chapel Street and Toutie Street). If you are passing feel free to have a look and if anything takes your
interest then please help yourself. We possibly won't be planting anymore this season but will be looking for help to tidy up and
prepare for next season - watch this space.
We are happy to announce that Alyth’s very own Laura Rodger (Community Connector and Game Square organiser) is running a
virtual London Marathon on 3 October in support of Food for Thought. If you would like to donate to our cause and show support
for Laura too go to her JustGiving page: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/alythfoodforthought
Finally, we are organising our AGM for the beginning of October but date and venue still to be confirmed due to covid.
Darren Gracey ACSG Secretary
River Keepers:
A map with identified hotspots and pressure points on the Burn, paths and bridges has been created as a result of the scoping visit
by Tayside Conservation Volunteers in July. This will form the basis of the monitoring undertaken by the River Keepers once they
are recruited.
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MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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September update
Help shape Alyth’s future on 25 September
Keep your diary free for Saturday 25 September from 11am till 3pm, because we will be celebrating all things Alyth! From music to
businesses to local clubs and stories of times past, with treats and games for the little ones, come and enjoy our Community Futures
Event and find out what is being highlighted in the Community Action Plan for Alyth's development over the next few years. The
event is planned to take place in and around the Market Square and will be your chance to vote on the Action Plan themes you like
best. You can come for five minutes or two hours, and any local group that wants to publicise its work or have leaflets on display
should contact event coordinator Jennifer Devaney at Jennifer.a.devaney@gmail.com.
Go-ahead for Jubilee Park
It now looks like work could start next year on the proposed upgrade to Jubilee Park. The Working Group held a very successful
meeting on-site with Perth & Kinross Council’s Greenspace team recently to discuss the proposal to build a path around the Park.
The Council, who own and manage the Park on behalf of the community of Alyth, have now given their approval for the path, and the
Working Group are pressing ahead with finalising the design and seeking funding. This is great news for all those who cannot as it
stands use the park, such as those with mobility issues or those pushing a pram. It also allow others to use the path for various
reasons such as walking, running, cycling etc. Many other ideas were put forward for the Park during the community consultation
earlier this year, which could be future phases of work after the path is finished. Keep in touch on the Working Group’s Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/JubileeparkAlyth
Paging Dr Bike!
We have secured £800 from Cycling UK to run three “Dr Bike” sessions as part of our support for the Strathmore Cycle Network.
The money will pay for expert mechanics to come to Alyth and repair and service any bike brought to the sessions - absolutely free!
If your old (or even new) bike needs some TLC, bring it along and see it put back into a safe and roadworthy condition. Keep an eye
out for dates and times which will be announced soon.
AGM on 16 September - save the date!
Our 2021 AGM is confirmed for Thursday 16 September. In the current circumstances, it will be a virtual meeting via Zoom. If you’d
like to attend, contact us on Facebook, or via our website lovealyth.org.uk, or email us alythdevelopmenttrust@gmail.com, and we’ll
send you the login details. Why not join us, and maybe even get involved in our work to promote the social, environmental and
economic wellbeing of the Alyth community.

Food Processing and Marketing Grant Scheme: Start-up and existing businesses involved in processing and marketing
agricultural produce can now apply for this grant scheme to support them to contribute to the government's overall vision for food
and drink in Scotland. Applications are currently open and will close on 12 September 2021. Find out more here.
Volunteer Upskilling Fund: Perth & Kinross Council has launched the Volunteer Upskilling Fund. The funding is to enhance
volunteers’ capacity and sustainability in their roles in communities. There are no set restrictions of the types of upskilling/training as
this will vary across Perth & Kinross. Volunteers can also submit more than one application throughout the year as their role
develops or requires. This is open to all active volunteers in Perth & Kinross. A volunteer can submit a request themselves or the
organisation can do it on their behalf. There is no upper limit but all applications will be checked and assessed. Here’s a link to the
application form: https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=6dxqdyZdSUeiAvCf7EFkDfkmQKkZKZEgOH5qZQD2xhUNjJRRDVCR1JDVFg2T0FWRkZaNUdYRzRIVi4u
Community and Renewables Energy Scheme: The latest round of he Scottish Government's Community and Renewables
Energy Scheme (CARES) is now open to community organisations, charitable organisations and faith groups that want to
decarbonise their community buildings by installing low carbon or renewable energy systems, such as heat pumps or solar panels.
Funding is available for many types of community buildings, including community cafes, community hubs, faith buildings, public
halls, and community halls and centres. CARES can fund up to 100% of the eligible project costs through grants and/or loans. It’s
first- come basis, so apply early. Expressions of interest should be submitted in the first instance. The funding call will close to new
applications on Thursday 30 September 2021, or earlier should the funding call budget be reached. https://www.localenergy.scot
Tesco Community Grants: Did you know Tesco Community Grants is always open for applications from charities and community
organisations to bid for up to £1,500? Projects are voted on by Tesco customers in stores across the UK, with projects changing
every three months. We're currently looking for applications from charities and community groups who deliver projects that help to
tackle food insecurity and poverty in their communities. This might include, for example, breakfast clubs, community growing,
cookery skills and food banks. If you fit the bill or know a local group who does, then please visit the Tesco Community Grants
website for further details! Greenspace Scotland's team of friendly Community Enablers can support you to apply or answer any
questions. https://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/grant-funding
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Renovation of the burn-side
The renovation of the burn-side along Pitnacree Street is
almost complete, the hard landscaping done, just street
furniture to be put in place. It’s been a long, arduous and
challenging project.
Towards the end of 2017, a design for the refurbishment of
Market Square was finalised. The adjacent burn side up
Pitnacree Street was a jungle of bamboo, originally a good
idea to reduce maintenance, but one that had been allowed
to get out of control. So, on 1 November 2017, a group of
five people sat round a table and said---“We have to do
something about the burn-side”. The question was “What?”
The Alyth Burn winds its way through the heart of the town
and runs past historical structures of cultural importance
including the 16th-century Packhorse Bridge, the ruins of a 13th-century church known locally as the Arches, the Alyth Hotel (a
coaching inn dating from 1722), the Lossett Inn (a drovers’ inn showing a date of 1730), and the bottom of Toutie Street, which
earned its name in the days when the “toot’ of the herdsman’s horn in the morning alerted townsfolk to bring out their beasts to be
driven up Alyth Hill for grazing. When walking up Pitnacree Street, the bamboo made it difficult to see these and almost impossible to catch a glimpse of the Burn itself.
Alyth in Bloom, after some weeks polling ideas around town, and then working with
other Alyth organisations and Perth & Kinross Council (PKC), conceived the idea of
removing the bamboo and replacing it with a paved walkway from which much of Alyth’s
built heritage could be admired from across the Burn.
Now came the challenge of making these ideas happen. Support and money are the
two keys things before anything can happen, so we set out to get both.
Support for the concepts being proposed was obtained from the four Councillors
representing the local area, from Airlie Estates, owners of the land to be renovated,
from Take a Pride in Perthshire Association (TAPIPA), the “umbrella” organisation of
Bloom groups in Perthshire to which Alyth in Bloom belongs, and from the people of
Alyth through informal discussions.
Then came the money. We successfully applied for a Community Environmental
Challenge Fund (CECF) grant. This enabled a working group to be formed, comprising
members of TAPIPA, PKC Greenspace, Alyth in Bloom, a landscape architect and
project management support.
Fund-raising began and continued throughout 2018. Meanwhile, an initial design was
prepared and presented to the people of Alyth at a public consultation day in April that year. The response was overwhelmingly in
favour of the concept of a paved walkway, laid with setts identical to those being used for the renovation of the Square, and
railings to match those on the footbridges. The aim was to make the renovations of the burn-side and the Square appear as if
they had been done at the same time.
2019 was a year of continued fund-raising, the cost estimate for the project now significantly exceeding £100,000 and rising. The
projected plans were submitted to PKC Planning group, and discussions held with the Roads Department, the Lighting Department, the Flooding group. SEPA were consulted to ensure their agreement. Eventually, a somewhat modified plan was approved
and a second public consultation held in the Airlie Street Hall. All systems were green---good to go, and invitations to quote for
the first phase of the project sent out.
Robert Smith Contractors, Blairgowrie, were appointed as contractor for Phase 1, the digging out and removal of the bamboo and
the preparation of the area for the laying of the future paving---then Covid hit early in 2020, bringing work to a halt. After a delay of
several weeks, work restarted with all parties being satisfied this was legally allowed within the imposed restrictions. The bamboo
was removed only to reveal that the burn retaining wall was in very poor condition and would need reinforcing before any addition18

al operations could be carried out—an unforeseen, unplanned cost. Many
tens of tons of concrete were then poured in behind the wall to ensure
stability.
And fund-raising continued.
Alyth Christmas Lights asked if the lighting cables could be buried under
the new, future pathway. Ducting was purchased and laid behind the
concrete of the wall. Tons of Type 1 aggregate were poured in to form the
hardcore base for future laying of paving setts.
Early in the morning of 12 August 12 2020, the burn overflowed the
retaining walls and flooded the Square, Pitnacree Street, Commercial
Street and many homes and gardens further downstream. The recently laid
Type 1 aggregate and much of the ducting for the Christmas Lights were
washed away. Work came to a grinding halt yet again!
Several weeks later, work recommenced; Type 1 aggregate was replaced, ducting re-laid.
In late 2020, invitations to tender for Phase 2 of the project were sent out---the laying of new kerb stones, laying of sett paving to
match the Square, erecting railings to match those on the foot bridges, planting of ten new Pyrus Chanticleer trees, and working
with Alyth Christmas Lights to ensure their needs were satisfied.
Alex Butter Landscaping, Kindallachan, was appointed.
And fund-raising continued as costs rose, attributable to Covid and Brexit.
Because of prior commitments, because of Covid, because of winter, work began only in April 2021. Progress was helped greatly
by Classic Restorations, who allowed their yard to be used for parking of contractor vehicles and for reception and storage of
goods delivered. Over the past few months, all the work listed above has been done, the concrete retaining wall drilled to accommodate the railing panels, conservation kerbs, each 66kg in weight, laid as a backing to the paving, tons of sand spread and
whacked flat, tens of thousands of paving setts carefully placed, junction boxes for the Christmas Lights lined with the same
paving setts--cut to match the pattern on the main pathway--new road drains put down, road edges renewed to marry with the
existing surfaces and, of course, ten trees planted into freshly prepared beds.
What happens now? By the time of reading, the safety Heras fencing will have been removed and the pathway opened to all
users. An information board describing the visible historical sights will have been erected. Eight bronze plaques produced by Alyth
Youth Partnership will form an attractive feature along the path.
Saddle planters for the top of the railings and large ground promenade planters will be ordered to hold next year’s summer
displays done by Alyth in Bloom; several benches will be delivered early in October and sited at intervals along the walk, and a
listening post installed to provide residents and visitors descriptions of old Alyth and of the town as it stands today. Later in 2021,
a sculpture, designed and made by a local artist, will take a prominent position on the pathway. While focussing on aspects of
ancient history such as droving, Pictish settlements and thriving textile mills, the design will also incorporate today’s Alyth and its
surroundings.
So the project is almost finished, approximately four years since first being mooted. It has taken longer than anticipated, been
more complex than expected, encountered unforeseen and unforeseeable obstacles, and, at over £153,000, cost significantly
more than originally projected----but it’s almost there!
We hope everyone will enjoy Alyth’s new, wheelchair-accessible pathway along the burn.
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AiB monthly update
For the most part, Alyth in Bloom members are currently engaged in the battle against weeds
and rapidly growing grass, but that and regular dead-heading is keeping the planters and
beds looking good. One other new duty has arisen and that is the watering of the trees
alongside the burn - they need 50 litres a week in the growing season, for the next two years!
To enable this to be done, Alyth in Bloom has purchased a small water pump to take water from the burn, first having checked with
SEPA that a licence would not be necessary for extracting this amount of water. Our volunteers will be manning the pump each
week to keep the trees happy.

On Wednesday 10 August, the Toutie Street Community Garden was officially opened by the Provost of Perth & Kinross, Councillor Dennis Molloy. It was a convivial afternoon with Alyth in Bloom members and invited guests (limited as the Covid restrictions
were still in place at the time of planning). Both the Provost and the Chair of Alyth in Bloom, Karin Donaldson, praised the efforts
of all involved and commented on what a lovely space it had become. Anyone holding a small-scale outdoor event is invited to
apply to Alyth in Bloom (phone 632479 or 632461) if they would like to use the garden.

open

☑ SCENIC LOCATION
☑ FUNCTIONSUITE
☑ HEATEDOUTDOORAREA
☑ DOGFRIENDLY
OPEN EVERYDAY

Conferences Parties Weddings Funerals

01828629141
“We use only the finest locally sourced ingredients”
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Alyth Photographic Club
A stunning selelction of pictures from Alyth Photographic Club.
See more on page 31

New “No Mow” policy at Perth & Kinross Council

We are currently undertaking some alternative maintenance trials across a
number of sites in Perth and Kinross.
We are leaving some areas with longer grass, reducing the use of
weedkiller and strimming tasks particularly around trees. This will help
create habitats for wildlife, insects and pollinators and by stopping
strimming around trees this will reduce some damage that can occur. We
are planting more native species of trees, both grown from seed or locally
source and we are using cuttings from
our existing sites to grow on our own
shrubs to reduce our carbon footprint
and reduce the risk of pest and
disease. We are also trying to leave
selected areas to rewild as this lets
nature take its course in the most
natural way.
This alternative approach will help
support our statutory duty to address
climate change. More information
about the alternative maintenance
trials and sites can be found at Perth &
Kinross Council - Grounds
Maintenance Trial 2021 (pkc.gov.uk)
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Pet Care Services

07933 705 476
01828 633 998
Based in Alyth
gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com

•

•
•

•
•

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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Bike the family friendly
ʻRiddle Trailʼ Challenge
Discover some of Strathmoreʼs
heritage treasures

STRATHMOREʼS SECRETS
ON SUNDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 10.00AM – 3.00PM
Starting and finishingin Alyth, our Riddle Trail will take you on a 17 mile half-day
road* tour across bike friendly andbeautiful Strathmore.
Bike this non-competitivecircuit with your friends or familygroup.
Best of all - itʼs completely free!

10 HERITAGE SITES AND 10 RIDDLES TO SOLVE
The route is self-guidedand dependingon how fast you choose to go it
could take you 1.5 hours or 5 hours!
*Follows mainly ʻwalking & cycling friendly roadsʼ.
Suitable for all types of bike. Optional extra riddle challengefor the very fit.
More information andsignup via the events tab on our website:
https://cateranecomuseum.co.uk/events/
Could you volunteer to help out on the day? It would be great if you have a couple of hours to
spare to make things run smoothly. Contact Janet on 07880 875837 or janet.hunter@icloud.com
This free event is part of the Cateran EcomuseumʼsTravel For All Our Tomorrows programmeand has been madepossible by
funding from Paths For All, The Cairngorms National Park, NatureScot, Perth & Kinross Council and the ThompsonCharitable Trust
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Busy Competition Week for Alyth Golf Club
On Saturday 7 August, there was a Mixed Open Competition and despite a very very mixed weather
forecast, the turnout was excellent and, equally important, the weather stayed fine throughout the
day, leading to some great scores. Much fun was had and constant comments about the high quality
of the course were noted. There were in the end 60 pairs who took to the course, from all over
Scotland.
Alyth Mixed Open Results

Category B(65-69)
1. Colin Moon (Craigiehill) 65
2. Alistair Scrimgeour (Alyth) 66
3. Ken Littlejohn (Dundas Park) 68
4. Stewarr Wight (Edzell) 68
Category C(70+)
1. John Wood (Alyth) 65
2. Fank Fullerton (Alyth) 68
3. Martin Hobbin (Scoonie) 70
4. John Peebles (Piperdam) 71

Scratch: A Cameron & D Darling - 74
Handicap:
1st P Miller & G Miller - 58.4
2nd E Clark & M McCulloch - 65.4
3rd B Hodge & K Hodge - 66.6
4th P Aitken & A Aitken - 66.8
5th A Goorwappa & V Goorwappa - 67.8
6th C Kinloch & J Kinloch - 68
Other Results

Ladies Ti-am Open Monday 2nd August (111 players)

Senior Open results 5 August (120 players)
1st Scratch - Alan Kennedy 72
1st Handicap - Robert Duff 63
Category A(55-64)
1. Gordon Mearns (Craigiehill) 65
2. Kenny Turnbull (Binny GC) 67
3. Callum Munro (Westhill) 67
4. William Grant (Turnberry) 68

1st - E Langlands/T Mullen/A Henderson 61
2nd - J Sneddon/J Cameron/S Waddell 62 bih
3rd - R Barrie/S Houston/I Galloway 62
4th - A Anderson/A Stewart/B Charnley 63 bih
5th - F Robertson/L Husband/A Davies 63 bih
6th - G Crossley/G Flynn/O Efthimiou 63 bih

Thanks to all the local volunteer members and administrators involved in what turned out to be a really busy week!
ALYTH GOLF CLUB Tel. 018282 632268

www.alythgolfclub.co.uk
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Alyth Scouts - no rest for the wicked
We may have been on holiday over the summer, but there is no rest for the wicked.
Small groups of our Explorer Unit having been meeting to take the building of the coracles
that bit further forward. I’m sure they are picking up new skills and interest in the project
which is progressing well. I should turn my thoughts to some sort of launching ceremony,
but just in case there may be some structural issues, discretion favours that we leave it to
the Explorers themselves. Maybe when it has been suitably christened, our participation
will gain a bit more confidence.
I have been most impressed with the performance of the Young Leaders that we have.
Most of them join as a part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme which the Explorer
Unit run. Their enthusiasm and keenness are quite remarkable. A lot of leadership skills
are acquired as on the job training, and gaining experience with a degree of supervision.
Ron Kirkpatrick

KILRY MINISTER IN PRINT
The military memoirs of the Rev Stephen A Blakey, the minister of The Isla Parishes, were published on
31 August. Stephen served as a regular Army Chaplain for 16 years 1977-1993, and has continued as a
Reservist, Cadet and now Officiating Chaplain up to 2021. His present role is as Staff Chaplain Scotland,
providing staff support to the Senior Army Chaplain, HQ Scotland. During his regular service he was padre
for five Scottish units including our local regiment The Black Watch. He was with 1BW in Berlin 1987-89.
st

Having been told “You should write a book” by all sorts of people, Stephen eventually sat down and did just
that. The publication date was initially planned for summer 2020, but the pandemic kicked in and the book
was delayed. THE PADRE WAS A HOOKER is a catchy title which is fortunately explained by the rugby
ball which the author is pictured holding on the front cover. The book contains reflections on 40 years’
service as a military chaplain and covers operations in Belize and Northern Ireland, postings in Germany
and Hong Kong, and challenging times in the first Gulf War and the Balkans.
Foot & Mouth, Fire Fighting and the challenges for the family are all mentioned … and, of course, rugby … because the padre was a
hooker!
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WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATVʼsand Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshopfacilities
Onsite service available
Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on
07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

www.weemachines.co.uk

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
7 Market Square
Alyth
01828 958040

• wills & executries • employment law

Coffee - Meals - Take-away - Ice-cream

With ample parking in front of the café and our
Outdoor seating (where dogs are welcome to enjoy a
cool drink too!), we really have all you can wish for
right here at Café in the Square, including:
Barista coffee, speciality teas, milkshakes,
ice-cold drinks & ice-cream.
Homemade soup & freshly prepared meals, salad bar
and yummy cakes, pancakes, traybakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby change.
We even offer free WiFi and USB charging points!

• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consulta�on
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

*KidsZone now re-open!*

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor

(subject to tier levels)

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES

Open Mon - Fri 9-4 & Sat 10-4
Closed Sunday

All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk

Make the most of our extended sale on locally
manufactured blinds!
Visit Howes Interiors, Reform street, Blairgowrie
to browse our range of blinds, curtains and flooring.

f
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THE ISLA PARISHES
“You should write a book!” Five words which have inspired many
people to sit down and record their story.
We all have a story to tell. You have a story to tell. The story of
your life, the people you have met, the adventures which have
inspired you, the troubles you have overcome, the highs and the
lows ... and now … how you have lived through a pandemic and
come out the other side.
I wonder what stories will be told to children and grandchildren yet
unborn. Tales of the traffic lights at the door to the Alyth Co-op and
the rather strange voice saying “You may enter the store”. The
weeks and months when we had to stay at home with no work, no
school, no meeting with friends.
What is the strangest or most unusual part of your Pandemic
Story which will surprise people in 30 or 40 years time? Perhaps we should be gathering these for posterity!
The Bible contains a rich mixture of stories which are all told for a reason. The overriding purpose is to help us to grow in our
relationship with God. To get to know him better, to walk in step with his plans for our lives. To have churches and communities
which reflect his love and grace and mercy.
I am always surprised how stories which are thousands of years old can still teach us vitally important lessons about life today in
2021 in Scotland.
But perhaps the most powerful spiritual stories are the ones about our own experiences of God and how He has touched our lives.
When we share this kind of story in church it is sometimes called ‘testimony’. Testimony can be hugely powerful. When we hear
someone else talk about their spiritual life it helps us to feel more confident about our own walk with the Lord, and perhaps
encourage us to step out in faith.
I think we should do this more often on a Sunday morning!
What story would you tell?
For more details visit our website or Facebook page, or give Stephen the minister a call!
The Isla Parishes (Church of Scotland)

Scottish Charity SC031461

www.theislaparishes.org.uk
Facebook: The Isla Parishes – Parish Church
Minister: Rev Stephen A Blakey • 01575 560226 • 07712 542518 • StephenABlakey@icloud.com

Rona Nicolson, President of Silvie and Ruthven SWI, recently presented a £500
cheque to Perth Royal Infirmary in memory of Jackie McCowan who was treasurer
and member of the Rural for many years. The donation in memory of Jackie was
made on 16 August, 2021 to the Haematology and Oncology Ward at PRI where
Jackie was a patient. Jackie died on 24th October 2020 after battling cancer for
many years. Rona said: “We lost a great friend and highly respected member of
SWI. She was well known, not just locally, but across the whole of the Scottish
Women's Institute.”
First meeting of the new session
will be on
Tuesday, 14 September, 2021 at
7pm
Alyth Bowling Club, Albert
Street, Alyth
(please note change of venue)
We look forward to welcoming all
of our members and visitors.
COVID procedures, according to
Government advice, will be
followed.
Rona Nicolson, tel: 632671
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Get your copy of “Romance and
Realism”
We still have a few
copies of
“Romance and
Reality” by local
author Alastair
Chisholm, an epic
saga telling the
story of the
fictional Cameron
family from
Strathan on the
shores of Loch
Arkaig in the Highlands. The book costs
just £5, with all proceeds going to raise
funds for the Voice.
As well as the Voice, Alastair has
generously donated copies for sale via
several other good causes close to his
heart: Thrifty One, Erskine Hospital,
Hansel Village, the Flat-coated Retriever
Society, and his own regimental
benevolent fund.
To reserve your copy of “Romance and
Reality”, please email us at
editor@alythvoice.co.uk, and we will reply
with details of how to pay and
arrangements for delivering your copy.

Could you be a
VOLUNTEER
BEFRIENDER?
As a befriender, you can help brighten up the lives of older
people in Alyth and the surrounding rural areas in the
following ways:
> Provide Companionship
> Encourage participation in local groups and activities
> Even a telephone chat or popping in for a cuppa can
make a real difference
> Be a shopping befriender - and assist someone who
finds it difficult to do their shopping.
Only a few hours a week can make such a difference. We
will be providing training in September/October. For more
details contact:
Elder Voice
1 Commercial Street
Blairgowrie PH10 6NL
Tel: 01250 874269
info@eldervoice.org.uk
www.eldervoice.org.uk
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A CONFIDENT SMILE

INFINITYBLU BRINGS YOU THE ADVANCED NEODENT
IMPLANT SYSTEM THAT LASTS FOR A LIFETIME AND
ENHANCES THE QUALITY OF YOUR LIFE.
Book your APPointment todAy And trAnsform
your life with infinityBlu...

Book your
consultation

Placing implant
with zero pain

Healing and
restoration

Beneﬁt from
our aftercare

For further information call us on 0333 305 0886
Pitlochry

I

AuchterArder

dunkeld

I

I

...or visit us online www.inﬁnitybludental.co.uk
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crieff

I

Alyth

www.resoluteit.co.uk

Gr angemo unt
Cat t er y

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Tel: 01828 632284

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Alyth Literary Society
Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Due to the ongoing restrictions it will not
be possible to meet during the
current session.

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

It is hoped that a full programme will
commence in October 2021.

David Scott Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433
30

Alyth Photographic Club
A stunning selelction of pictures from Alyth Photographic Club. More on page 21.
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ALYTH VOICE TEAM
07938 643979 (please leave a message if we are unavailable)
Editor:
Layout Artist:
Layout Assistants
Advertising:
Distribution:
Delivery Team:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:
Social Media:
Treasurer (trainee) & Postal:
Voice Reporter/Journalist
Voice Committee Member
Voice Committee Member
Fund Raising Sub Committee
Voice Committee Members

Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Ailsa Bruce, Stewart Graham
Admin Vacancy - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home
Mel McFadden - accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk
Niamh McFadden - socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk
B Kidd - b@alythvoice.co.uk
Kevin Coe - reporter@alythvoice.co.uk
Paul Ramsay - paul@alythvoice.co.uk
Morag Hornsted
Sheila Fisher
Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Rendezvous
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Rendezvous
Printed for Alyth Voice by Tay Valley Design

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation
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