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INFORMATION
PLEASE REMEMBER all articles and adverts you wish placed in the Voice need to
arrive with us no later than the 14th of the month.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly magazine, managed, written, and delivered by volunteers.

EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the April issue of the Alyth Voice!
As I write, the Spring Equinox has just passed and the days are getting noticeably warmer. The
increasing daylight and improving temperatures mirror the slow but steady recovery from the
pandemic that we seem to be experiencing, though I am wary of sounding too optimistic in case
the threatened third wave makes a mockery of my words.

As another sign of better days ahead and in view of the forthcoming lifting of covid restrictions, we
have decided to restart printing the Voice with this month’s issue, and we’re very grateful to our
wonderful Voiceteers for agreeing to deliver copies round the town once again. We will only be
delivering to individual houses at first, so there won’t be any Voices available in shops or cafes for
the time being. We will also not be issuing invoices for adverts in the April issue, but will start
sending out invoices again with the May issue. It’s great to be getting back to something like
normal!
April is a somewhat smaller issue than normal, but that’s understandable in the current
circumstances when many groups and clubs are operating on a much reduced basis.
Notwithstanding that, it’s good to see faith in the future being expressed by, among others, Alyth
Development Trust who have announced two new appointments that promise great things for the
town over the coming months. They are also reporting continued progress on plans for Jubilee
Park, and we look forward to hearing more in the next issue. Remember that the Jubilee Park
Consultation Survey remains open until 14 April, so do please make your views known via
the online survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KKHN8SP or pick up a paper
copy from the Coop or Lunans.
As well as looking to the future, we also take a look back with a fascinating article from more than
one hundred years ago talking about the achievements of one Alythian who did so much in the
late nineteenth century to help make Alyth what it is today. When a temporary crisis like the
pandemic is soaking up so much of our day-to-day attention, it’s good to take time now and then
for a longer view and remember just how far Alyth has come over the years.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to repeat our call for more volunteers to help with the
Voice - we’re only a very small team who are all doing they can in their spare time and juggling the
needs of the Voice with all the other demands of work and family. We had a couple of replies in
March and it would be great to hear from any others of you who think you can help. Please do get
in touch via any of the email addresses or the phone number on the back page - we’d love to hear
from you!
In the meantime, stay well and stay safe and keep following the official advice, and we look
forward to seeing you again for our April issue.
Kevin Coe
Editor

Cover image courtesy of Lynne McGowan: Backwater Dam in March
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Sandy McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 632754

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632 317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871 370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871 200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476 173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562 358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Samaritan Cars—Billy & Liz Gordon

01828 633554

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

*~*~* DATES FOR YOUR DIARY *~*~*
Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes!

JUNE

NOTICE
All Saturday coffee mornings
still cancelled till further notice
We apologise for any
inconvenience caused.

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
Health Visitor:
NHS24 (Out of Hours):

01828 632425
01828 633954
111

Perth & Kinross School Holidays

CORONAVIRUS—COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following symptoms:
fever, dry cough, shortness of breath,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY

HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

RETURNING

Easter

1 April (Thu)

19 April (Mon)

May Day

31 April (Fri)

4 May (Tue)

Summer

24 June (Thu)

18 August (Wed)

October

8 October (Fri)

25 October (Mon)

Please call NHS24 on 111
You can find the most up to date information about
Coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot
Please see page 8 for information on
how to register for online services from

In-Service

10 November (Wed) 15 November (Mon)

Christmas

22 December (Wed) 6 January 2022 (Thu)

MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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J B BUICK BUILDER
Local Builder since 1975
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All general building work
Garden walls
Conversions
Repairs and alterations
Garages
Extensions
Renovations
New build

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens
Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

TILING AND PLASTERING
SERVICES
Exterior and interior plaster work
Roughcasting/Harling
Cement rendering
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
Domestic and commercial work
All work carried out by fully
qualified Professionals and
Finished to a high standard
Call now for free estimate
Tel 01828632661 mob 07540926699
Or email me at
jimmybuick@yahoo.co.uk

JOHN A McINTOSH

•
•
•
•
•

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

TOSH TILING SERVICES
For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

David Murphy
Painter & Decorator

FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Interior & Exterior
No Job Too Small

Competitive Rates
Free Estimates
Quick Reliable Service
25 years experience
For a professional finish call:
01828 632571
07762077839
paintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk
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Spring has arrived and already the bulbs and primulas are brightening up the planters after that long, cold period. Alyth in Bloom
folk may not be very visible at the time of writing this, but preparations are being made for the coming season.
The polytunnel has now been erected at the allotment and will be ready to receive the summer bedding plants in the second half
of April. Alyth in Bloom has again agreed to plant up the beds at both war memorials, otherwise no planting would take place.
Discussions and plans are ongoing to re-locate some planters and install a couple of new ones in order to create greater impact in
the town. Work is also due to begin imminently to renovate parts of Mill Street park which have become overgrown.
If you feel you would like to join the Alyth in Bloom group, please get in touch via the website or Facebook page - you will be very
welcome!
Rosemary Langston (Secretary)

Council Greenspace team busy in the Den
Perth & Kinross Council’s Community Greenspace squads have been busy carrying out some remedial works in the lower parts
of the Den:
“We have replaced some of the timbers that were starting to show signs of wear on the footbridges, and we have also replaced
the rotten timber fence posts leading down to the playpark.
“The Upper Den pathway (core path ALT/122/1) continues to be closed for public safety reasons due to storm damage, landslips
and erosion. We are working on a long-term solution. We apologise for the frustration and inconvenience that this causes to the
users of the Den.

“The Community Consultation is currently live in which we are gathering information from the community and public bodies to
feed into and produce the new Management Plan for the Den. The Management Plan will determine the current and future
management and maintenance of The Den of Alyth. More information and a link to the survey can be found online at https://
consult.pkc.gov.uk/housing-environment/denalythmp, but hurry - the consultation closes on 18 April.
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Established 1980

Electrical Contractor
E.C.A. Registered and Approved

**HAIRDRESSER**

Stewart MacDonald

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097

Telephone 01828 632 995

Gi� Vouchers Available

8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW

01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome
TEMPORARY BUSINESS HOURS
(Due to COVID restrictions)

Mon: CLOSED
Tue-Sat: 4:30 till 9:00
Sat: 4:30 till 8:00
Stiff neck & shoulders?
Lower back pain? Like flatter abs?

Deliveries Available

Try Pilates classes with

STRATHMORE

Keep body and mind active
Anyone interested in joining this
friendly group please phone

01575 560274

All ages and abilities welcome
Classes: £42 per 6 week block
Mon 8pm
Tues 10:00am (11am to follow)
Wed 8pm
Thurs 10:00am (11am to follow)
Greengairs Health & Fitness, Rattray, PH10 7HE
Blairgowrie Physiotherapy clinic, PH10 6ET

Contact: 07730 413674 or Jo@leitfie.com or
Facebook: Strathmore Realistic Pilates
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A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations
Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Spring Notes
Spring is here! I knew it must be on its way a fortnight ago, when Louise and I took a load of fly-tipped rubbish to the recycling
centre at Blairgowrie. Like us, but without the old fridge-freezer, stinking mattress and office chairs, Everyman, his wife and their
dog were unloading garden clippings and other detritus into the various skips. I noticed a pale old man throwing branches of box
hedge away as though they were sacrificial objects – an offering to Persephone, perhaps, while his consort sat patiently at the
wheel of their car.
Yes, Spring is here. I see the sap swelling up in the freshly cut stumps of the birch. The buds of the elder are ready to burst and
the birds are at it, loud in song. The song thrushes are doing the Browning thing
‘wise thrush; he sings each song twice over,
Lest you should think he never could recapture
The first fine careless rapture!’

And what of the toads and frogs with their annual nuptial migration to the ponds? I haven’t seen any yet, nor the spawn that marks
success. A small cloud of mayfly vibrates over the water.
The ponds are busy. I see a group of goosanders, the males brilliant in their black and white plumage, the females more discrete
in their toned-down patterning of greys and whites and red-brown head. Wigeon, too, are around. Their whistling calls carry over
the pond and I note the custard yellow patch on the forehead of the drakes’ cinnamon red heads. A pair of teal bursts into the sky,
giving that curious grating cry as they go.
From the spraint along the banks of the burn, I see that otters are about
On I go, across the fallen fence that the beavers felled some years ago, and up the path that roe deer and humans have made.
There is otter spraint on the tree that lies across the path. I walk on past several signs of badgers: explorations through the moss.
All around are cones that red squirrels have stripped for their seeds. Beyond the Norway spruce, I pass into an area of larch and,
looking up, catch sight of a red kite. I watch as it angles its forked tail to keep station in the wind before swooping on.
The drier weather that has followed the winter snows and floods has revealed interesting changes in the burns and beaver
wetlands. Sediments have been sorted: cobbles, gravels and silts dropped, islands created and new channels cut. Flowing water
makes for a dynamic ecology. It is not surprising that so many of our rivers are named after gods.
Paul Ramsay

Itʼs April
open

☑ SCENIC LOCATION
☑ FUNCTIONSUITE
☑ HEATEDOUTDOORAREA
☑ DOGFRIENDLY
OPEN EVERYDAY

Conferences Parties Weddings Funerals

01828629141
“We use only the finest locally sourced ingredients”
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DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

Alyth based

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

Call Mariya:

07707 877319

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

for a quote

No job too big or too small!

AIRLIE GARAGE
ALYTH
Telephone: 01828 633363
Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs
Welding & Steam Cleaning
Panel Beating, Spray Painting and
Restoration.
All Jobs Considered

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Call anytime for more information

Tel:- 01828 640662, Mob 07902009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

Free Estimates
Tyres at competitive prices
Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service
Quality Used Cars For Sale
Open 9 am ‘til late

NHS and Private Prescriptions
Long TermMedication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Medicine Compliance Aids
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302

Ronald Saunders

Roofer/Slater
Slate Repairs, Tile Repairs
Lead Undertaken,
Insurance Work.
01828 633053 / 07761857994
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Thrifty One
From the Community, For the Community
Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com

Spring is here and with it the prospect of opening our doors again soon!!! You will have noticed that we have been quite busy,
especially in Thrifty One Too. When we removed the brown laminate from the side walls, we discovered that the tongue and
groove ran right up to the ceiling. It only needed a clean and fresh paint. After much thought and research on suitable colours.
Anne suggested a soft pink with flashes of clashing orange and complimentary teal. So far so good and if you peer in through
the windows, you can get a glimpse of what we are up to. The job of removing the Bakery stickers from the window glass is
not quite so straightforward, but we are getting there. Finally we will be painting the exterior when the weather is warmer.
Next door in Thrifty One we have sorted through the warm clothing and donated it to the CATH (Churches Action for The
Homeless) Day Centre in Perth. In addition we have gathered together surplus towels, bedding, toiletries, curtains, cutlery,
crockery to go to the Perth Starter Packs, also run by CATH. Many thanks to Jean Campbell for collecting and delivering all
these items. We are also busy sorting through our spring and summer stock so that when we open we will have plenty on our
rails for you to choose from.
When we open there will continue to be rules on how many folk can enter the shop at any one time, social distancing and the
use of face coverings. We ask you to be patient and to work with our volunteers to make coming into our shops a safe and
relaxed experience.
We also ask you to phone before dropping off donations, and not to bring in too much at any one time! Thrifty One Too will
continue to be the donation drop off point. We ask that you consider the condition of items you are donating. We are only
able to sell, reuse or recycle items that are in a good, clean condition.
Alyth in Bloom are the recipients of the Thrifty One donation of £300 this month. We make a regular annual donation to them
as everyone in Alyth benefits from their hard work at making the town colourful.
At last we have taken delivery of an E-Bike for community use. Here is
Neil from Alyth Cycles handing over the bike to Volunteer Christine and
Kevin from ADT. Many thanks to ADT for their funding to enable us to
buy the bike.
Neil will keep the bike at Alyth Cycles, The Barony, Commercial St.
Anyone who wants to borrow it can either ring up in advance b (07871
309900) or pop to arrange a date and time. It is available for up to day,
within Neil’s opening times. Proof of ID and address will be required. A
helmet and High Visibility vest will be provided.
So whether you fancy a pedal around the back of Alyth Hill, a trip out to
Peel Farm, Meigle cafe or a pedal along the Strathmore cycle route to
Blairgowrie, or just a wee spin down to the Isla and back, now is your
chance! Neil will make sure you are happy with the controls. Be
reassured that the bike works with the pace you are comfortable with,
but will take the strain on the hills.
Happy Cycling!
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Blairgowrie Mobile Foot Clinic
Treatment in the comfort of your
own home for:
• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or

Athletes Foot
• In-growing Toenails

For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:

Johnston Groundworks,

Clinical Aromatherapist

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway
Projects Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Liz Jenkins—mifpa

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.
Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
….and much more
For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

Registered Foot-health Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

property@hodge
Full Estate
Agency
Services

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC

01250 874441

KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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SCOUTS
A further delve into the archives reveals some past activities worthy of sharing.
The first was taken on a hike along the Cateran Trail where the caption might have been
“It disnae look that far on the map”. I am sure the Scouts in the photo might now ponder
over the beauty of the scenery whereas at the time in question, the more salient
consideration was lunch

The building of the pyramids of Egypt might be a bit of an undertaking for us, but the
construction of a human pyramid creates a lot more fun. In the background is the centre
at Tannadice , a favourite location for Alyth Cubs and Scouts.

The thirds photo was taken at a camp at Arbroath. Camp fires have always been a
popular feature of any camp and everyone is encouraged to take part. Some show a bit of
reluctance at first , but quickly gain confidence when they see others enjoying the activity.
From memory these guys not only pitched in, they demanded a “stage” for their
performance. Nothing daunted the trailer was quickly brought into action for their
contribution. I suppose the advantage of this feature is that they could all jump over the
back and hide!

A milestone in the history of the Group was the purchase of
our present premises in Cairnleith Street. It took a major effort
to convert the old bakehouse and many man hours of
voluntary work in the raising of funds, the work undertaken
and the management of the project. Looking back it was a
major achievement and brought the Group together being able
to meet under the same roof.

We continue to send out challenges to the Scouts who are tackling them with a fair degree of enthusiasm. Hopefully we will
be in a position to come together soon and relive the fun and activities their predecessors enjoyed
Ron Kirkpatrick
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NOTICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Thurs & Fri
10am
St Luan's,
Alexandra St.
Alyth
(Except last
Friday of
month)

Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
9.30am & 11am
St Stephen's,
Bank St.
Blairgowrie

COVID REGULATIONS APPLY
www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.org.uk

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SERVICES

Subject to Government Regulations &
Local Covid infection rates the
following Services will be held at
St Ninian’s:
1st April Maundy Thursday 6pm
4th April Easter Sunday 11.15am
11th April Said Eucharist 11.15am
18th April Said Eucharist 11.15am
25th April Said Eucharist 11.15am

All COVID precautions to be followed.
.
Further information, please contact
Carol Renwick: 01828 640591
Parish website: www.abcsaints.co.uk

12

NOTICES
Royal Bank Of Scotland
MOBILE BANK
Tuesday Thursday -

11:00am to 12:00pm
2:00pm to 3.00pm

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
200 Club
Town Square
Town Square

MARCH 2021
(Draw No. 203)
(Thanks to Ron Kirkpatrick )
1st - £50 - No.188 - Charles Palmer
2nd - £30 - No.55 - Jack Muir
3rd - £20 - No.17 - Andrew Warner

By the time this Voice is issued, members should have
received their renewal letters. The 200 Club is a big part of
the lights fundraising and we appreciate everyone faithfully
renewing their subscriptions every year.
Payment is due before 30th April.
John Wheatley and his team of volunteers do a great job
ensuring our wee town is brightly lit during the festive
period. The lights were needed more than ever this past
year in the midst of the COVID pandemic.
With the vaccination rollout well underway, we are hopeful
there will be a parade and all the usual festivities at the lights
switch-on this year.

Visit our website at
www.alythvoice.co.uk

ALYTH COFFEE
CYCLE
We pedal in search of coffee and
cake
every Wednesday morning .
If this sounds like a good idea
please join us
Meet in Alyth square 9.30 am
find us on Facebook at
The Alyth Coffee Cycle
phone Pat 07583297408
or just turn up
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STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on The
Square by The Burn.
Our walks last approximately 45-50
minutes. Walking is a great way to keep
active and make you feel better. We think
it's much more fun walking in a group and
enjoying a good old blether! On average
we have about twenty walkers so why not
come and join us. There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day!
Tuesdays at 1.30pm on Square by the Burn
958498 (Walk Leader)
Linda Messer
Peter Robertson
632674 (Walk Leader)
Marja & Tom Dalziel
633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 01250 871059 (Walk Leader)
John Eggleston
633965 (Walk Leader)

MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Insects need your help!
A lot of people put out food to help birds or hedgehogs, but insects are usually overlooked. However, as insect populations are
declining, maybe we should start to help our six-legged friends too?
Insects are struggling because of multiple environmental issues including global warming, pollution, overuse of pesticides and
habitat changes, Entomologists say that the populations of over 40% of insect species are declining, with a third of them
already endangered. It is estimated that, on average, insect populations are decreasing by 2.5% per year which means that,
within 10 years, a quarter of their population could be gone!
Worryingly, it is not just insects that are affected by these changes though, everything is…. many animals, including birds, feed
on insects and depend on insects to survive and without them whole ecosystems could collapse. Insects such as bees and
butterflies also pollinate flowers and crops that we, and other animals, depend on for food.
Fortunately, there are many things that you can do to help the insects in your local garden. Here are some ideas:
Build a bug house!
A bug house provides a home for a range of insects such as bees and ladybirds. You
can make one by stacking pallets on top of each other and filling them with sticks,
leaves and pinecones or you can build one out of spare wood like we have in the picture
below.
Dig a pond.
A pond will quickly attract insects such as dragonflies, pond skaters and water beetles.
Don’t put fish in it though, as they could eat these insects!
Do not use chemicals!
Many people use pesticides and insecticides, but these will kill a huge range of insects, and can also be deadly to birds
and hedgehogs if they eat the poisoned creature.
Plant flowers.
There are a wide range of flowers that attract pollinators such as bees and
butterflies, here are a few of them: Buddleia, Verbena, Sedum, Common knapweed,
Erysimum ‘Bowle’s mauve’, Honeysuckle, Fox glove, Lavender, Hawthorn and
Bluebells.
Build a log pile.
If you bury part of the woodpile underneath the soil then it would be greatly
appreciated by insects that eat dead wood, such as woodlice.
It is very worrying that insect populations are declining so rapidly but luckily, there are
ways we can help these fascinating creatures. In doing so we will also be helping many
other animals and ecosystems that depend on these tiny creatures for survival.
By Katy Appleton, Evie Annan, Helen Steel, Isla Beckett, Amber Chapman and Morven Moyes
Follow us on Instagram @alythecokids
We would welcome contributions from other children on environmental issues. Please send your articles, stories or poems into
the Alyth Voice – you can also send pictures! Don’t forget to include your name and contact details

ROBERTSON
The family of the late Keith Robertson would like to thank friends and neighbours for cards,
flowers and telephone calls received following their sad loss. Thanks to the Rev Mike Erskine
for his comforting service, to David Scott funeral directors for their guidance, to AJ the piper
and to everyone who lined the streets to pay their respects to Keith which was greatly
appreciated.
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ADT Update - April 2021
Thrifty One e-bike
Alythians can now try out an ‘e-bike’ (a bicycle with an electric motor) for themselves without the
expense of buying one for themselves, thanks to Thrifty One and ADT. Thrifty One has
purchased an e-bike using a grant from our Community Projects Fund, and plans to add a
second machine in due course, depending on uptake and extra funding. The bike was supplied
by Alyth Cycles, who will store and maintain it. It will be made available from April onwards,
subject to the easing of pandemic restrictions, free of charge for up to a day at a time to anyone
wanting to try out cycling as an alternative means of transport. Thrifty One hopes it will
encourage new-comers and returnees to cycling to explore Alyth and its surrounding area either
on their own or as part of one of the local cycling groups such as 'Alyth Coffee Cycle' that used
to run every Wednesday before the pandemic.
FfT donation button
If you have your credit/debit card handy, there's a new way to donate direct to
Food for Thought via the big red button on the front page of our website
https://lovealyth.org.uk. It just takes a few clicks and you'll be directly helping
those in our community who need it most!

New grant writer
Alyth should soon see more investment coming its way thanks to our newly appointed grant-writer.
We have recruited community development professional Colin Reed to a six-month contract to write
compelling funding proposals for the town. Working with ADT and a small number of partner
organisations in Alyth, Colin will identify sources of funding such as government and local authority
grant schemes, charitable trusts and foundations and private sector organisations. He will then work
closely with groups in the town, including ADT, to develop positive working relationships with funding
bodies and prepare persuasive applications for investment in community projects in Alyth. Find out
more about Colin and what he’ll be doing here: https://lovealyth.org.uk.

Community Connector
Moves to develop a new action plan for Alyth’s future have taken a big step forward with the
appointment of Laura Rodger to the role of Community Connector. We and the Alyth Community
Support Group are leading a consortium of local groups and organisations in working out a vision
for the town’s future and formulating a Community Action Plan (CAP) for turning it into reality. The
CAP will identify the main priorities for Alyth and set out how the community can help influence and
achieve positive changes at a local level. As Community Connector, Laura’s task for the next few
months will be to engage with local people and groups to gather opinions, ideas, facts and figures
about all aspects of Alyth. All this data will then be fed into a detailed plan setting out the
strategies, priorities and actions to be followed over the next few years. Find out more about Colin
and what he’ll be doing here: https://lovealyth.org.uk.
Jubilee Park
The Jubilee Park Working Group continues to meet regularly and has done a lot of work on the idea of a wheelchair and buggyfriendly path around one or both sides of the Park, including working out rough costings and project plans. The Community
Consultation Survey has now attracted nearly 200 responses, with a wide range of proposals - from improving the existing
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playpark to include more sensory equipment, to a skatepark, gym equipment, multi-sports facility, picnic benches and a looped
pathway with suitable surface for all uses, including prams, wheelchairs, skateboarding, walking, running, cycling etc. The survey
will remain open until 14 April by which time it will have run for 12 weeks. Only ideas received are likely to be carried forward so
please have your say before it's too late! Complete the online survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KKHN8SP or
pick up a paper copy from the Coop or Lunans. The next big task will be analysing the finings of the Survey and then start looking
at potential sources of funding and timescales. Keep in touch with what’s going on by visiting the Group’s Facebook page.
Alyth Den consultation reminder
Perth & Kinross Council’s Community Greenspace Team are developing a masterplan plan for the Den of Alyth which will govern
how the Den is managed, preserved and enhanced for years to come. This is very important, because the Den is a key
component of Alyth’s public space with its paths, its wildlife and its site of special scientific interest. Please do find some time to
give your views if you can before the deadline of 18 April! You can access the online survey here, or email/phone for a paper
copy at 01738 475000 or comunitygreenspace@pkc.gov.uk.
April board meeting
Our next board meeting is scheduled for Monday, 5 April, via Zoom starting at 7pm. If you’d like to sit in and find out what we’re
up to, and maybe even get involved, email us for the Zoom login details. Hope to see you then! Find out more about us here.

Start the Season with REDS
April and the spring holidays traditionally mark the start of the season for small local businesses —
especially, although not exclusively, those that are tourist based. But this is no ordinary year, and it
looks like the season is set to start properly later in the summer. In the meantime, REDS is an
excellent way to support rural micro-businesses.
REDS is a community of small businesses and the self-employed throughout rural Scotland. Members of REDS benefit from
enterprise support from GrowBiz, and two exclusive events each month designed to provoke ideas, spark collaboration
opportunities and enhance business skills. Members also have access to the REDS Fund — currently open for applications from
any REDS member who’s found themselves ineligible for Government financial assistance schemes.
Another major benefit of REDS membership is the REDS Rural Gift Card scheme. A REDS Card works just like an ordinary gift
card, but it can only be spent at participating REDS members, keeping the value of the card circulating in the rural economy and
directly supporting the small businesses within it. The card can be spent with over 120 rural and island businesses, on anything
from outdoor adventures to artisan foods, holiday accommodation to unique works of art.
So, if you would like to support small rural businesses in this slower start to the season, consider purchasing a REDS card for a
loved one here: www.ruralscotlandgiftcard.scot
And if you have a small business in rural Scotland that would benefit from being part of a community with collaboration, capital
and commerce opportunities, find out how to join REDS at www.reds.scot
Find out more about GrowBiz enterprise support at www.growbiz.co.uk
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Pet Care Services

07933 705 476
01828 633 998
Based in Alyth
gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com

•

•
•

•
•

FRIENDLY•PROFESSIONAL•APPROACHABLE
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www.resoluteit.co.uk

Gr angemo unt
Cat t er y

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or developing
your Business I.T. Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres / going back to the
store?

Aberbothrie, Alyth

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR
INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS
Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore

We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior Citizens**)

Tel: 01828 632284

Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs &
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;
Network Solutions & Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband Setup
New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition - Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Alyth Literary Society
Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

Due to the ongoing restrictions it will not
be possible to meet during the
current session.

Neil Stewart
Call for a Free Quote:

01828 632771 or 01250 875216

It is hoped that a full programme will
commence in October 2021.

David Scott Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries
A 24 hour service is maintained on

01828 633 433
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WEE MACHINES
(ALYTH)
Victoria Garage
Victoria Street,
Alyth, PH11 8AU

Garden Machinery
Small Plant
ATVʼsand Utility vehicles
Repairs and servicing
Full workshopfacilities
Onsite service available
Garden Machinery and
Power Products Stockist
Telephone Jim on
07783 626321 or 01828 632777
E: jimsweemachines@btinternet.com

www.weemachines.co.uk

farah adams – solicitor & notary public
“a refreshing approach”
7 Market Square
Alyth
01828 958040
Coffee - Meals - Take-away - Ice-cream
With ample parking in front of the cafe and our outdoor
seating (where dogs are welcome to enjoy a cool drink too!)
we really have all you can wish for right here at
Café in the Square, including:
Barista coffee, specialty teas, milkshakes,
ice cold drinks & ice-cream.
Homemade soup & freshly prepared meals, salad bar and
yummy cakes, pancakes, traybakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby change.
We even offer free WiFi and USB charging points!
Open Mon - Fri 9-4 & Sat 10-4
Closed Sunday

• wills & executries • employment law
• dispute resolution • commercial
• power of attorney • property
• legal advice for Tourism Industry
call: t. 01250 874 485
m. 07719 855856 for a free consulta�on
e-mail: farah@adams-law.co.uk.
www.adams-law.co.uk

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor

All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk
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Remembering a “Maker of Alyth”
Next month sees the 105th anniversary of the death of a man who did more than almost anyone else to create the Alyth
we see today. A reader kindly sent us this article published in a local newspaper soon after the funeral in May 1916,
and we thought it was interesting enough to reprint in full.

Death of Mr, John Smith JP
"A MAKER OF ALYTH"
The death of Mr John Smith, Airlie Mount, on Thursday night at the age of 79, after a long illness, removes from our midst one of
the makers of Alyth, one of the men who in the latter half of last century played an important part in rescuing Alyth from the
status of a village and making it a clean, convenient and up-to-date burgh.
The firm of David Smith & Sons was founded by his father, one of a number of
manufacturers in a comparatively small way of business who employed handloom
weavers and sent their products to Dundee by carrier. Probably it was the shortcomings
of this mode of transport that inspired him to be one of the principle promoters of the
Alyth railway, and his business acumen and energy were important factors in the
success of the new branch.
His son, Mr John Smith, one of a family of seven, was however the real founder of the
firm as it is known in present-day commerce. He was still in his teens when he began to assist in the management of the
business, and he qualified himself for life in it by thoroughly learning the technicalities of warping and weaving so that he could
intelligently supervise the work in these departments. He recognised the necessity of being a workman before he could be a
qualified master.
He early saw the potentialities of steam and mainly through his influence
the factory - one of the first in Strathmore - was built in 1854. In 1860, Mr
Smith was admitted to full partnership with his father, and the business
extending at home and abroad the spinning mill was built in 1873; modern
machinery for calendering being afterwards added. On the retiral of Mr
Adam Black, surviving partner of Messrs Adam & Bruce, Messrs D. Smith
& Son, bought the premises and business. The firm thus became became
the mainstay of Alyth, slack trade was practically unknown, thanks to the
close personal supervision and commercial ability of Mr. Smith; but one
morning in November 1898 the spinning mill caught fire and in a few hours
that hive of industry was a smoking ruin, and the valuable machinery a
twisted mass of iron. Alyth stood aghast; over 200 workers were thrown out
of employment; but commerce knows little of sentiment, business must be
carried on, and the firm leased and later bought Garden Works, Dundee,
where most of the workers found employment, There was thus
comparatively little hardship to the workers, but it was a severe blow to the
merchants and others in Alyth who depended in large part on these employees for trade..
The deceased ever took a live interest in his native town and when in 1875/77 the town became a police burgh he was
appointed Chief Magistrate and occupied the civic chair for four terms (12 years), During that period many important
improvements were carried out, and a coincidence that in our present issue (19th May) there should appear in the series of
‘Thirty Years Ago' the original description of the Town Hall, one of the monuments of his civic reign – this building was raised by
public subscription as was also Alyth Brig, which the Chief Magistrate had the honour of opening and being the first to cross
officially in the four-in-hand coach from which he made the opening oration; an occasion on which the one and only Isaac
Peterkin also displayed before his admiring townsfolk his oratorical gifts.
During his Chief Magistracy a complete system of drainage was introduced, which
replaced the haphazard drainage of the village with the modern sanitation of a burgh.
Another improvement that occurred during this reign that might well be mentioned
was the modernisation of Airlie Street, when that street, which is now a credit to the
town, with its modern business, commercial and ecclesiastical edifices, emerged
from the straggling nondescript thoroughfare to the north. Airlie Mount, erected from
plans by that well-known architect, the late Mr A. Heiton, Perth, for the Chief
Magistrate, was a not unimportant factor in the architectural renaissance of Alyth.
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At the termination of his service as Chief Magistrate, Mr. Smith was entertained by the leading
inhabitants of the town and district to a complimentary dinner in the Airlie Arms Hotel; and in the
evening of the same day (26th March l888), at a public meeting he was presented with an
illuminated address testifying to the public appreciation of his valuable services to the community,
Mrs Smith receiving a silver salver. Mr. Smith, in acknowledging, stated that his father and he had
thirty years before ore been honoured with a presentation.
The Town Council however did not absorb all Mr Smith's energies on behalf of the town, another proof that it is always the busy
man that has time for more work. He was chairman of the School Board and also a member of the Parish Council, indeed the
series of extracts published in our columns - 'Thirty Years Ago' - give ever-recurring evidence of his never-failing labours for the
town.
He was a well known figure in the Cowgate, Dundee where he was held in esteem as one of the outstanding men in the trade. He
was interested in many business ventures originating in Dundee, particularly in the jute industry in India, and in several of these
companies he occupied a seat in the directorate.

In politics he was a Unionist, having broken from the Liberal Party at that great dividing time when the party adopted Home Rule,
but he ever retained a veneration for his old chief, Mr W.E. Gladstone. In 1906 he celebrated his golden wedding amidst general
rejoicing.
Mr. Smith was not however obsessed by business and civic affairs, he was a great admirer of Burns and so keen was his
admiration that he took up residence for some years in Ayr where he made himself personally acquainted with the homes and
haunts of Burns; and nothing delighted him more than acting as guide over that hallowed ground to his friends from Alyth.
He was a general favourite not only in Alyth but over a wide area; the older workers feel the loss of their old master keenly, but in
Alyth, Dundee and other parts many will mourn the passing of a genial kindly soul.
He is survived by three sons and five daughters.

THE FUNERAL
At the funeral on Monday there was a large and representative attendance of mourners. The works were closed from 1 to 3
o'clock; and during the funeral the shops and places of business en route were closed as a mark of respect to the memory of the
ex-Chief Magistrate of the burgh.
The service at the house was conducted by Rev. J. Holburn, South U.F. Church, and at the grave the Rev. J. Meikle, Parish
Church. As the cortege winded its way to the place of burial many of the female workers could be seen, sorrowful spectators of the
funeral of the old master.
The coffin was carried from the hearse to the grave by old employees:- ex-Provost Johnston, Messrs Charles Macpherson, William
Gellatly, A. Lindsay, A. Melville, Stewart Robertson, Sam Roberts and Peter Kidd. The pall bearers were Messrs William J. and
Alfred S.H. Smith (sons); Wm. Smith, Bruce Smith, and Lieut. J. S. Cleghorn (grandsons); David S. Cownie and John Cleghorn
(sons-in-law); D.S. Galloway (nephew) and J. W. Shepherd, Dundee.

23

Get your copy of “Romance and Realism”
In the last three 2020 issues of the Voice, we serialised
“Romance and Reality” by local author Alastair Chisholm, an
epic saga telling the story of the fictional Cameron family
from Strathan on the shores of Loch Arkaig in the Highlands.
If you enjoyed the excerpts and would like to follow the
whole story, we are offering the chance to buy the book for
just £5, with all proceeds going to raise funds for the Voice.

Serving our local community since 1985
Currently registering new NHS, Private and
Highland Dental Plan patients

The story follows Cameron family members as they travel
the world witnessing the real people and events of the
tumultuous years from 1894 to the present day. You can
read the first three chapters of the saga in the October,
November and December editions of the Voice (available
online at https://alythvoice.co.uk/issues.htm). We have 25
copies for sale with proceeds going to Voice funds.

Same Day Emergency Appointments
(please phone by 9.30am)
• Tooth whitening, Cosmetic dentistry

• Hygienists, Braces, Facial Rejuvenation.

As well as the Voice, Alastair is generously donating copies
for sale via several other good causes close to his heart:
Erskine Hospital, Hansel Village, the Flat-coated Retriever
Society, and his own regimental benevolent fund.

Looking after you and your family.

01250 875 136
reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk
www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk

To reserve your copy of “Romance and
Reality”, please email us at
editor@alythvoice.co.uk or message us
on Facebook or phone 07938 643979
and leave a message, and we will reply
with details of how to pay and
arrangements for delivering your copy.
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Business Update
in association with Growbiz

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme: This scheme has been extended until 30 September 2021. If your business has closed or
is struggling due to the pandemic, you can apply to furlough employees (put them on temporary leave) rather than make them
redundant. Once furloughed, the UK Government will provide a grant to cover 80% of the wages of these employees up to a
maximum of £2,500 a month until the end of June 2021. From 1 July 2021, the level of grant will be reduced and you will be
asked to contribute towards the cost of your furloughed employees' wages.
Find out more here (https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/coronavirus-job-retention-scheme).
Find an overview of current funding options here (https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/browse-support#!Products=/coronavirus/
last-modified/show+25/page+1). If you've been unsuccessful in applying for a grant and are looking for help to appeal then get in
touch with us for 1-1 support.
The Scottish Guest House and B&B Alliance: The Scottish Guest House and B&B Alliance has been newly formed by a
collection of guest house and B&B associations throughout Scotland to provide representation to its members and to the broader
guest house and B&B community. Find out more here (https://www.scottishguesthouseandbandballiance.co.uk/index.php).
Self-Employment Income Support Scheme: The fourth instalment of this grant covers the 3-month period from 1 February
2021 to 30 April 2021 and the online claims service will be available from late April 2021 until 31 May 2021. If you are eligible,
HMRC will contact you in mid-April to give you your personal claim date.
The UK government has also announced that there will be a fifth and final SEISS grant covering May to September 2021. You
will be able to claim from late July if you are eligible for the fifth grant. The amount of the fifth grant will be determined by how
much your turnover has been reduced in the year April 2020 to April 2021: 80% of 3 months' average trading profits, capped at
£7,500, for those with a turnover reduced by 30% or more; 30% of 3 months' average trading profits, capped at £2,850, for those
with a turnover reduced by less than 30%. Find out more here (https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/selfemployment-income-support-scheme).
Recovery Loan Scheme: The scheme ensures that businesses of any size can continue to access loans and other kinds of
finance once the existing COVID-19 loan schemes close. The UK Government will guarantee 80% of the finance to the lender to
give them the confidence to lend to businesses. The scheme launches on 6 April 2021. Loans will be available through a network
of accredited lenders, whose names will be made public in due course.
Find out more here (https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/recovery-loan-scheme).
Women in the Rural Economy Training Fund: Alongside the Women in Agriculture Practical Training Fund, this fund has been
created to give women in Rural Scotland more opportunities for land-based and aquaculture training. Open to any woman
resident in Scotland who is either already working in or studying in the sector, full-time or part-time, or who is keen to start work in
this area, who can demonstrate how the training course will support the development of their business or employment options.
Find out more here (https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/women-rural-economy-training-fund).

For further information, please see the Growbiz website at www.growbiz.co.uk. GrowBiz is funded by Perth & Kinross Council,
Skills Development Scotland, Cairngorms National Park Authority and The Scottish Government.
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ALYTH VOICE TEAM
07938 643979 (please leave a message if we are unavailable)
Editor:
Layout Artist:
Deputy Layout (trainee)
Advertising:
Distribution:
Delivery Team:
Treasurer:
Webmaster:
Social Media:
Treasurer (trainee) & Postal:
Voice Reporter/Journalist
Voice Committee Member
Voice Committee Member
Fund Raising Sub Committee
Voice Committee Members

Kevin Coe - editor@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - copy@alythvoice.co.uk
Vacancy
Admin Vacancy - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
Alistair Scrimgeour - delivery@alythvoice.co.uk
Our Voiceteers who deliver to your home
Mel McFadden - accounts@alythvoice.co.uk
Lynne McGowan - web@alythvoice.co.uk
Niamh McFadden - socialmedia@alythvoice.co.uk
B Kidd - b@alythvoice.co.uk
Kevin Coe - reporter@alythvoice.co.uk
Paul Ramsay - paul@alythvoice.co.uk
Morag Hornsted
Sheila Fisher
Always Needed
THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS

ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month
NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.

The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.

It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.

Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE

VOICE BOXES

Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE

If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:

But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice

Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Rendezvous
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Rendezvous
Printed for Alyth Voice by Tay Valley Design

PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation
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