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EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the July 2022 issue of the Voice!
This issue marks the end of an era as we say thanks and very best wishes to Sheila Fisher, who is
stepping down from her fund-raising role on the Voice committee. Sheila has been a mainstay of the
Voice since its launch 25 years ago and has played a hugely important role in its growth and
development throughout that time. She is extremely active in the community, as many of you know,
and has decided to focus on her other commitments, such as the Alyth Lights Committee who feature
elsewhere in this issue with their plans to buy brand new Christmas lights for the town (see page 10).
We’ll miss her at the Voice but it’s good to know Alyth will continue to benefit from her energy.
With this issue, we also welcome Ingrid Barber on board as a new Voiceteer, taking over the delivery
round from Ruth Jolly who is moving house but will still be available to take on another delivery round
when required. Welcome Ingrid, and thanks very much to Ruth! Welcome also to our new readers in
the Pitcrocknie Village development near the golf course who have now been added to our
distribution network.
Elsewhere in this issue alongside the regular reports from local groups and organisations, we feature
more details of two major new events coming up over the summer. The inaugural Alyth Cycling
Festival is scheduled for August - see the article on page 16 and poster on page 18 and look out for
more info in the next issue. Before then, we’re getting very excited about the planned Alyth
Community Market on 23 July: the latest list of exhibitors and attractions is revealed on page 19.
The organisers of the Alyth Market are hoping for a massive turnout of Alythians and visitors from as
far afield as possible, and they say anyone interested in helping out on the day can get in touch via
email to CAP@Alyth.Online or call/text Eleanor Whipps on 07881 954 223. Oh, and street
performers and buskers would be very welcome to offer their services as well!
Let’s hope the Alyth Market is a great success and, hopefully, becomes an annual fixture. Alyth
Development Trust and others are already considering a Christmas Market for mid-November, so
look out for more news on that in future issues. Wouldn’t it be great to have Summer and Christmas
Markets as highlights of Alyth’s year?
I hope you enjoy this issue, and we’ll see you again in August.
Kevin Coe
Editor

Welcome to all the Ukrainians now joining our community in Alyth.
As a resident of Alyth I would like to welcome all the Ukrainian families and individuals who have made Alyth their home.
Also many thanks to all the Alyth residents who have provided accommodation, support and such a warm welcome.
More families will be arriving as soon as visas have been issued. A small number of Alyth residents have met the
Ukrainians to find out how we can best support them in settling into their new life here. An important priority is for them
to learn English. Whilst Perth & Kinross Council will be organising some English lessons these are yet to be timetabled
and, in any case, the importance of learning English is such that it would be good to supplement these lessons.
We already have three local volunteers with experience and training in teaching English. Are there any other local
residents with experience and/or training who could volunteer 2-3 hours a week? Is there anyone without experience or
training who would be willing to learn how to teach English? Students will range from young children to adults.
Also, if anyone has any spare rolls of lining paper for artwork or paints or crayons, these would be really appreciated to
support the lessons for children and young people.
If you can help please email ukrainiansupport@alyth.online
Cathy Scott
Alyth Development Trust
INFORMATION
PLEASE REMEMBER all articles and adverts you wish placed in the Voice need to arrive with us no later than the 14th of the month. The next deadline is 14
July for the August issue.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly magazine, managed, written, and delivered entirely by volunteers.
Front cover image courtesy of Ron McGill, taken on the hill above Lands of Loyal. This fungi is a member of the Polypores which are fungi that have pores rather
than gills. They are commonly known as bracket fungi and grow on specific trees. This particular fungi is thought to be a species known as Dryad’s Saddle.
Alyth coat of arms by Jack Ryan Morris - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=106684807
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Isobel McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman, alythhalls.org

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 633337

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Alyth Samaritan Cars (patient transport service)

07599 220045

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We Need Your Help
Would you like to meet new people? Challenge
yourself? Make a difference in your community?

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
01828 632425
Health Visitor:
01828 633954
NHS24 (Out of Hours):
111
Daily Opening Hours – Monday to Friday 8am -6pm

If so we would love to hear from you
Established local Lunch Club urgently needs people to join its
Committee. If interested please contact Peter Fairgrieve on 01828
632223 for more details or simply come to one of our lunches in Airlie
Street Hall. We meet on the last Monday of the month at 12.30pm.

CORONAVIRUS – COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following
symptoms of a common cold e.g. sore throat,
fever, cough,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY
Please phone 01828 632317
You can find the most up to date informa�on
about coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot

Perth & Kinross School Holidays
HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

Summer

30 June (Thu)

16 August (Tue)

Autumn

7 October (Fri)

24 October (Mon)

Winter Half-Term
Christmas

9 November (Wed) 14 November (Mon)
22 December (Thu) 9 January (Mon)

JULY
MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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RETURNING

JOHN A McINTOSH

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens

TEMPORARY BUSINESS HOURS
(Due to COVID restrictions)

Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

Monday - closed
Tues to Sat - 4.30pm till 9.00pm
Sunday - 4.30pm till 8.00pm

Deliveries available
TOSH TILING SERVICES
CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK
FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Kilry Summer Fayre 20th August
at Kilry Hall supported by Kilry Church – 1.30 – 4.00pm

Entry by Donation Refreshments - Café (afternoon tea)
Craft tables, Raffle, Baking, Photography and Children’s competition

Categories for entry in
Kilry News; Hall Notice
Boards

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784
19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE
advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
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To hire a ‘craft’ table
contact
sg55jrg@gmail.com
(limited number now available)

There should be a bit more sun about by the time you read this but up to mid-June
it has been somewhat disappointing. Alyth in Bloom members have put in all the
summer bedding plants but they do need more sun and warmth to encourage
growth and flowering. The war memorial beds are looking sad and empty just now
but they are to be planted with shrubs and herbaceous perennials by Perth &
Kinross Council, who have asked Alyth in Bloom to recommend plants
.
Speaking of plants, it is depressing to report that there have been some acts of
vandalism in the town. Plants were pulled out of the saddle planters on the railings
along the burn-side and left lying on the ground. They have been replanted but will
take some time to recover. On another occasion, two young boys were seen riding
their bikes on the raised bed by the Boer war memorial and were reprimanded by
two people. Not only were plants damaged, but it was also a dangerous thing to be
doing. Please encourage children to respect where they live. We all want Alyth to
be a pleasant and happy place, for residents and visitors alike.
Alyth in Bloom is no longer doing grass-cutting at the roundabout and along the
verges due to lack of manpower. Perth & Kinross Council has now resumed
responsibility for this but we have to say that it is not as we would like it! If anyone
feels they could help in this area please get in touch.
In May the sculpture was finally erected on the Burn-side and what an amazing piece of artwork it is.You won’t see anything like it
elsewhere, it is unique to Alyth and the stained glass depicts aspects of Alyth life past and present together with plants and wildlife
that can be found in the area. It is the jewel in the crown of the Burn-side redevelopment.
Next a couple of reminders about upcoming events. Firstly, judging for the Alyth in Bloom Garden Competition will take place on
Saturday 16th July. The closing date for entries is Saturday 9th July. Entry forms are available from Thrifty One or Café in the
Square or can be downloaded and printed from the Facebook page of either Alyth in Bloom or Alyth Community Support Group.
Completed forms should be returned to Thrifty One or Café in the Square. Secondly, the formal Opening of the Burn-side will take
place on Saturday 23rd July at 12.00, as part of Alyth Market – come and witness the ribbon-cutting!
Finally we would like to thank Alyth for its support. It is always encouraging to hear words of appreciation and in particular we thank
Jack and Aileen Muir for their generous donation.
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WANTED

Blairgowrie Mobile
Foot Clinic

HIGHLAND WEAR ACCESSORIES
MILITARY UNIFORMS AND GEAR
Private Collector – stays in Alyth.
I’m looking for old sporrans, sgian dhu,
dirks, swords, plaid brooches, bu�ons
and belts etc. Also old military stuff.

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

I’d be interested in things that need
restoring or upcycling.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

Stuart Neilson
Stuart.neilson62@gmail.com
07716767913

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Strathmore Tots Playgroup
Baby and toddler group suitable from newborn to
preschool age.
Whether you're a first time parent, have a larger
family, a grandparent or a carer come along to our
friendly local group for a cuppa and a chat while the
wee ones play.
We meet every Monday morning in the Community
Wing of Alyth Primary School from
9.30am-11.30am.
£2 for the first child and £1 per additional child, this
includes as much tea/coffee as you can drink and a
snack for the children.

Call anytime for more information

Tel: 01828 640662, Mob: 07902 009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

Treatment in the comfort of
your own home for:
• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or
Athletes Foot
• In-growing Toenails
For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:
Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP
Registered Foot-health
Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

To keep up to date with what's happening at the
group, join our Facebook page –
Strathmore Tots Playgroup.

Scottish Charity Number SCO44910

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

**HAIRDRESSER**
59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Gi� Vouchers Available

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

NHS and Private Prescriptions

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

Medicine Compliance Aids

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Long TermMedication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302
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Thrifty One
From the Community, For the Community
Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One
Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com

Opening hours: Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10.00am - 3.45pm

Now you see them now you don’t! We were a tad optimistic in the timing of putting up our
hanging baskets this year. No sooner were they in place then we had several days of hot
sun and wind. Given that Airlie Street can be a bit of a wind tunnel at the best of times it was
not a good start for them. So yes you did see them, and yes we did take them down - for a
week, nurtured them and returned them to their brackets. Many thanks to Jeanie and Don
Husband for providing the plants and putting the
baskets together. We are looking forward to a
colourful display in the next few weeks.
In May we mentioned that a natural beehive has been
installed up in Alyth Community Orchard. We heard
recently that a swarm of bees have taken up
residence; we are hoping that they arrived in time to
help pollinate the blossom. The trees were covered
this year.
Regular customers to our shops will know that volunteers and sometimes
customers are sometimes known to indulge in high jinks. Customer Garance could
not resist trying on this little pink number (above right). Possibly its creator did not
envisage it being worn with jeans and a woolly hat!
Volunteer Isabelle fell for these oversized sunglasses (left). Did Elton John drop in
an anonymous donation?

TOPIC:
Manager Nicole and Volunteer Helen outside TOPIC with its new banner (right).
Thanks to Karen Mackenzie, our self-styled ‘behind the scenes volunteer for Thrifty
One CIC’, for making the banner. It is made entirely from scrap textiles and, better
still, is waterproof ! It was a lot of work, with much experimentation in the process.
We are thrilled with it and very grateful to Karen for creating it. There’s no missing
us now! Nicole now has five new volunteers, to join her existing team. Welcome to
Helen, Karon, Shona, Anne & Paul.
Stride for Life walking group
recently held their tenth
anniversary bash at TOPIC
(left). Around 17 current and
past ‘striders’ gathered for
tea and at least three
different kinds of cake
(made by Nicole). They
seemed to have a happy
time of it and by the time
they left all that remained
were a few crumbs. Perhaps they should have had their walk postparty to work off those extra calories??

Donations:
Our main donation of £350 this month goes to the Alyth Guiding Group. The Friends of Guiding Committee plan to use it
to give the Guide Hut some ‘well deserved decoration and to look at a few slates on the roof to ensure the weather stays
out’. We were also pleased to help plant up the planters outside the Town Hall on Victoria Road.
As ever, we are always keen to hear from groups in and around Alyth who could do with a modest monetary boost.
Please do get in touch with us, either via Facebook, email or by popping into the shops.
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Johnston Groundworks

S & C Garden Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway Projects
Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Grass Cutting, Seasonal Treatments,
Scarifying, Moss Control and Removal
Organic Pest Control, Weed Killer Application
Tidy Ups, Leaf Clearance, Hedge Trimming and
Fencing
All Garden Work Undertaken

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Call Chris on 07706871477

Advertise your business in the Voice
advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319
for a quote

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Clinical
Aromatherapist
Liz Jenkins - mifpa

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.
Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
…and much more

No job too big or too small!

For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Accident
Claims
01250 874441
28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Save our freshwater fish!
There seem to be lots of fish in the Alyth Burn this year and there are even reports
of an eel being sighted! We are very lucky to have these creatures in our midst, but
unfortunately, it’s not typical, as around the world, freshwater fish are in massive
decline.
According to an article by WWF, freshwater biodiversity is declining at twice the rate
of that in oceans with one third of freshwater fish being threatened with extinction.
In the UK, burbot and sturgeon are already extinct and salmon numbers have
declined enormously since the 1960s. Mega fish (fish weighing more than 30kg)
have declined by a huge 94%!
This is decline is due to many factors, including deteriorating habitat conditions,
climate change and overfishing. Freshwater habitats in the UK are often ruined by
agricultural pollutants such as herbicides and pesticides, or even physical changes
to water bodies such as dams and sewerage. Data released by the Environment
Agency (2020) said that no rivers in England met ‘chemical standards’ for water
quality.
As individuals there is not a huge amount that we can do to help save our
freshwater fish species, except avoiding overfishing and contaminating our rivers
and lakes with rubbish. However, we can put pressure on the government to pay
more attention to our freshwater habitats as they are a vital part of the world.
By Katy Appleton, Evie Annan, Isla Beckett, and Morven Moyes
Follow us on Instagram @alythecokids
We would welcome contributions from other children on environmental issues.
Please send your articles, stories or poems into the Alyth Voice – you can also send
pictures! Don’t forget to include your name and contact details.

BLINDS, CURTAINS
& FLOORING
Fitting Service Available

01250 872361 | shop@jjhowe.co.uk | www.howesinteriors.uk
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Community Projects Fund - celebrating the latest grant recipients
Five exciting new initiatives have benefitted in the latest round of grants from our
Community Projects Fund:
• Alyth Cycling Festival
A CPF grant is helping the inaugural Alyth Cycling Festival come to town on 7 August.
This will be a fun, outdoor celebration in Jubilee Park, promoting active travel and
celebrating the new multi-user path. Organisers the Alyth Cycle Group are working
with Alyth Cycles on plans for a range of activities - see the poster elsewhere in this
issue of the Voice for more details. Pictured at right are Jane Wilkinson of the Cycle
Group and Callum from Alyth Cycles.
• Alyth Christmas Lights
Alyth can look forward to a really special display of Christmas lights
this year, thanks to a CPF grant to help the Alyth Lights Committee
(pictured below right) replace their old stock with brand new lights and
other equipment. Alyth Christmas Lights are solely funded by public
donations and fund raisers, but the Committee have been severely
limited in their fund-raising capacity over the past two years due to the
pandemic.
• Alyth Market
The Inaugural Alyth Market on 23 July is shaping up to be a fantastic
event, with help from a CPF grant towards the cost of circus-style
entertainers/performers, face painter and giant bubbles, Dr Bike’s free
cycle-repair service, hi-vis jackets for stewards and marshals, and
marketing and advertising costs and other expenses. See page 19 for
more details.
• Alyth Ladies Wellbeing Group
Alyth Ladies Wellbeing Group are set to continue their great work
supporting the mental health of women in Alyth and the surrounding
area thanks to a CPF grant towards running expenses - hire of
premises and cost of materials, equipment and tuition for activities
such as arts and crafts, fitness, yoga and educational materials for
discussions on mental health and wellbeing. Since the Ladies
Wellbeing Group started face-to-face meetings last autumn, the
number of regular attendees has grown steadily with new members
enquiring all the time. Pictured at right: Pauline Sanyang and Dot
McKenzie of the Wellbeing Group.
• Strathmore Golf Club Junior Section
Youngsters in and around Alyth who are keen to try golf but who might
have been put off by the costs involved are being offered a unique
opportunity to try their hand, thanks to a grant from our Community
Projects Fund. Strathmore Golf Club’s Junior Section are using the
grant to fund 10 Start-Up Scholarships designed to remove all
financial barriers for local youngsters (male and female) to be able to
access a club membership, borrow equipment to participate in the
sport and have appropriate footwear to be able to play. The Club is
offering free taster sessions in partnership with Perth & Kinross
Council and the Live Active Leisure Trust. The sessions are open to
any children from disadvantaged backgrounds who will enjoy a free
two-month membership of Strathmore Club, after which 10 promising
youngsters will be awarded Strathmore Start-Up Scholarship
comprising 12 months’ free junior membership, loan of a set of clubs
including balls, tees etc plus golf shoes. Pictured right: Iain and Dawn
Butchart with some of the young aspiring golfers.
(continued opposite)
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Our CPF distributes monies donated to the town by Temporis Ltd, operators of the Tullymurdoch Wind Farm just north of Alyth.
Grants are awarded by an independent panel drawn from the Alyth community. Find out more: http://lovealyth.org.uk/projects/
alyth-community-projects-fund/
Flood Survey

Great to see that surveyors working for Perth & Kinross Council are out and about in the town gathering information for the
Natural Flood Management Survey that we’ve been lobbying for over the past few years. Specialists from Aspect Land &
Hydrological Surveyors have started a topographical survey tfocussing on sections of the Alyth Burn, Doctor’s Burn and Johnshill
Burn. Once complete, further survey work will focus on external property threshold levels, e.g. external front-door sill levels, airbrick levels, etc.

Alyth Retained Flood Team - still time to apply!
There’s still time to apply to join the new retained flood team for Alyth (AFT), whose members will serve as trained volunteers in an
actual flood working with advice and support from Scottish Flood Forum and funding from the National Lottery Community Fund.
The AFT will be trained to operate independently when required during a flood, similar to Alyth’s Fire Team during a fire. They will
collaborate with ACSG, ADT and others on day-to-day issues at other times. All of this will be repeatedly publicised throughout the
town so that everyone knows what happens when the water rises.
AFT members will be expected to: participate in monthly training and drills; use their initiative and problem-solving in a developing
scenario; use their judgment to best ensure the safest course of action for volunteers, the public and property; communicate well
and be personable with the Flood Team as well as being a public face of the Flood Team; exhibit basic leadership skills to instruct a
team of volunteers during a flood; safely and efficiently move sandbags weighing 50kg to 100kg and transmit them over distances
of 100m at all due haste, repeating this activity for up to an hour. Successful applicants must demonstrate: a level-headed aptitude
for practical adaptation to an emergency situation; ability to attend
training reliably and implement that training in drills and real flood
scenarios; an approachable and helpful attitude to working with the
community, and the ability to reflect on past experiences and scrutinise
and evaluate for opportunities for growth and development.
Training plan: One scheduled training exercise per calendar month,
focussing on either drills or one of the following: Introduction to flood
risk management; Hazards of cold-water immersion/Basic water safety
and self-rescue; First Aid; Developing Risk Assessments; Planning
Incident Debriefs; Natural Flood Management, and other topics. Drills
will consist of a tabletop exercise and planning session in which a
scenario is proposed, and an appropriate response is presented, then
volunteers will participate in acting out the scenario and response plan
physically. The drill will end with a discussion of the plan’s safety,
effectiveness, risks, and opportunities for improvement. They will be
designed as active learning experiences in which volunteers can
improve confidence, competence, and communication during a flood
scenario.
Compensation: 26 hours per year training and drilling @ £23 per hour

Communications Officer, Alyth Retained Flood
Team (AFT)
As well as AFT members, there will also be a dedicated
Communications Officer, responsible for creating clear messaging for
emergency and non-emergency communication with the general public,
as well as maintaining up to the minute communication with the flood
team and other organisations and groups while a flood is in progress.
This person must attend all training and drills, undergo emergency
communications training, be competent with social media and work with
the AFT Leader to design and disseminate regular public information on
emergency plans and town safety in extreme weather. You’ll need to be
a very clear communicator with people of all types, with proven ability to
stay calm in a rapidly changing scenario and experience in establishing
and revising priorities for communication in real time.
Compensation: 1.5 days per month x 12 months at annual rate of
£1800
If you are interested in any of the above posts, please send a brief
work history and expression of interest to granttrain@gmail.com
by Friday, 15 July. Be sure to include your contact details.
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Alyth Walkers - Sidlaw Skyline
A select group started from Balkello car park and
wood to the chorus of song thrushes on the steady
climb to the top of Craigowl, where we had a view as
far as Largo Law and the Lomonds in Fife. Following
the ridge we stopped at the solitary tree which has
survived numerous storms, before descending around
the back of Auchterhouse Hill in the company of
several cuckoos and a deer, returning above the old
hospital and water tank to the car park.
If you would like to join the group for a walk please
contact 01828 632624 or dancingsue@icloud.com.

NOTICES

We are so pleased to
announce that OUR
CHURCH is now open
each Sunday for a
service between 11.00
am and 12 noon for all
who wish to attend.
.
www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
Tel: 01828 632 238

70 years of service – but
for how much longer?
Fast-forward 20 years to 2042. You
might be elderly, frail and in need of
transport to a hospital appointment.
Maybe you have no friends or
neighbours able to take you and you
can’t manage on local buses. You’ll
be very grateful that Alyth and District
Patient Transport Service is on hand
to help. ADPTS (also known as The
Samaritan Cars) has been providing
such a service since the 1950s! But if
we don’t get some new volunteer
drivers, it might not last until the day
you need it yourself.
So – if you have your own car, could
volunteer for a couple of journeys per
month (all expenses covered) and
value the Samaritan Cars as much as
current users do, please get in touch!!
Contact Co-ordinator Liz Gordon on
07599 220045 or email her on
alythpatienttransport@hotmail.com for
more information.
One day you’ll be glad you did!

Alyth and District Patient
Transport Service
Registered Charity No.
SCO47210

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
SERVICES
July 2022
Sun 3 July – 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 10th July – 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 17th July – 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 31st July – 10:30 Joint
Service at Ballintuim
(no service at St Ninian’s that day)
All welcome: masks optional
Rector: Rev Kim Lafferty
Tel: 01250 872715
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com
Further info: see Church
noticeboard or contact:
Carol Renwick 01828 640591 /
07792 240366
Church website:
www.abcsaints.co..uk
Facebook: ABC Saints, Perthshire
rd

Alyth Library
23 Airlie Street
Tel: 01828 632731

alythlibrary@culturepk.org.uk
Alyth Library has reopened for browsing,
to collect pre-ordered books and to drop
off books. We also have an A4
photocopier and hearing aid ba�eries.
Our new hours are:
Thursday: 1400 - 1800
Friday: 0900 - 1200
Saturday: 0930 - 1230
Blairgowrie Library is open for browsing, to
collect pre-ordered books and drop off books.
Tues: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1900
Wed/Thurs: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1730
Fri: 0830 - 1400
Sat: 0930 – 1300
You can still download free e-books and e-audio
books from:

www.culturepk.org.uk
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ROMAN
CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11am
St Stephen’s
Bank Street
Blairgowrie

Sundays
9.30am
St Luan’s,
Alexandra Street
Alyth

www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.co.uk
Please check website for any
changes or telephone 01250 872171
to speak to the Parish Priest

Ogilvie Rooms
Please note there is a new
phone number for Tina
Tripney, the contact for
booking the Ogilvie Rooms:
01828 633337

Alyth & Blairgowrie
Camera Club
We have a monthly programme of visits to
sites of photographic interest through the
Summer. Resuming with our new evening
programme for 2022-23 on Tuesday 30th
August 2022 at the Angus Hotel,
Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie PH10 6NQ at
7.00pm.
Club evenings include slideshows of
images taken by members, practical
sessions and tutorials, guest speakers,
competitions with external judges, and
club projects both internal and external.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
COME ALONG AND GIVE US A TRY –
For more information please see our new
website: https://www.abccameraclub.com
From this website you can link directly to
our Facebook page which will have details
of any changes to our planned
programme of meetings and site visits.

NOTICES
Alyth Senior Ci�zens’
Lunch and Socialising Club
Could you help us?
The Voice only appears thanks to a small team of
volunteers who compile, edit, design and lay out the
content, and manage the advertising and accounts,
plus a larger group of ‘Voiceteer’ delivery volunteers
who make sure each household in the town gets its
copy every month.

Dates for the Lunch Club are as follows:
Monday 27th June- Membership Fee due and
should you pay your membership that day,
lunch will be free, come and join us

We’d love to have more people on board to share the
load and make the Voice even better. If you think you
could help with any of the above activities, please
get in touch via the contact details on the back page.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Monday 25th July
Monday 29th August
Monday 26 September

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 200 Club

Monday 17th October

(Thanks to Irene McLaren for drawing the June winners)

June 2022 (Draw No. 218)

Monday 31st October

1st - £50 - No 50 – Flo McNeil
2nd - £30 - No 108 – George Bell
3rd - £20 - No 19 – David McLaren

Monday 14th November
Monday 28th November

Many thanks to everyone who has renewed their membership of
the 200 Club. It’s heartening to have so many supporters of the
Alyth Christmas Lights.

Airlie Street Hall, Alyth @ 12.30

ALYTH COFFEE CYCLE

A warm welcome awaits all our members
and if you have not previously a�ended
come along and enjoy a plate of homemade
soup and a roll with lots of opportunity to
socialise and have a chat.

We pedal in search of coffee and cake every Wednesday morning.
If this sounds like a good idea please join us. We meet in Alyth
Square at 10 am wintertime, and 9.30 am summertime.
Find us on Facebook at The Alyth Coffee Cycle.

£2.50 for Lunch

Phone/text Chris 07535434704 or just turn up.

Membership Fee of £3 per year – due on 27th June

MacDonald Diamond
Wedding
Anniversary
Huge congratulations to
Daisy and Ian MacDonald
on their diamond wedding
anniversary.
All wedding anniversaries
are special but 60 years
married is extraordinary!
You are such a wonderful
couple and we are proud
to be part of your family.
Lots of love and best
wishes from Kevin, Lynn,
Cherrelle, Brogan and
Theo xx
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STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on the
Market Square by the Burn. Our walks last
approximately 45-50 minutes.Walking is a
great way to keep active and make you
feel better.
We think it's much more fun walking in a
group and enjoying a good old blether! On
average we have about 20 walkers so why
not come and join us? There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day! Tuesdays at
1.30pm on Square by the Burn
Linda Messer

958498 (Walk Leader)

Peter Robertson

632674 (Walk Leader)

Marja & Tom Dalziel 633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 07842 051599(Walk Leader)
John Eggleston

633965 (Walk Leader)

JOCK OF ALL TRADES
• Renovations/home
improvements.
• Minor vehicle servicing
and detailing.
• Garden maintenance.
• Property repairs.
• Installations.
For all enquiries please
contact Jock on mobile
07985492150

MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
14

St Ninian’s Episcopal Church, Platinum Jubilee Tea Party
St Ninian’s Platinum Jubilee Tea Party, held on Saturday 4th June, was a thoroughly enjoyable affair. We were blessed with a
cloudless blue sky, so chairs and tables were set out around the grounds. There were sandwiches and cakes, flapjacks and
shortbread, biscuits, tea and coffee – and non-alcoholic fizz to toast HM The Queen, proposed by our Rector, Kim. The church
was open and several people went in to look round.
There are so many people to thank! Thank you to all those who baked, gave and bought items to eat and drink; the transporting
of tables and chairs (there and back!); blowing up balloons; for the loan of the mini-marquee; for garden chairs. Thank you so
much to Team Margaret and to members and friends of St Ninian’s congregation for setting up, keeping the urn topped up,
pouring cuppies, handing round trays of delicious things to eat, clearing away and washing up; all very much appreciated! THANK
YOU TO YOU ALL!
And, most of all, Thank You to all who came along and joined in to make it such a great event. And for donating money for
Ukraine which amounted to an amazing £309.23!

Jenny Scott

Swift Box for St Ninian’s Church
Swifts are amazing birds. They are a great sight in the summer skies over Alyth
as they swoop around catching insects, reaching speeds of nearly 70 miles an
hour. Their scythe-like outline, or as I think of it, anchor-shaped profile, a little
larger than a swallow, is distinctive. If they are near a nesting site, they produce
a scream as they fly. They are unique in the bird world by only landing to nest
and raise a family. Once fledged they remain airborne, sleeping on rising air
currents. In winter they migrate over 3000 miles to the warmer African skies.
Sadly, swift numbers have fallen by 60% in the last few years. They are now on the Red List of Endangered UK birds. This is
partly due to the well-known side effects of global warming, but also in Britain by the sudden lack of nesting sites. Swifts have
evolved to live high up in cracks in cliff faces, or old stone walls. With many old buildings being demolished and modern building
techniques and materials not allowing for cracks, the number of potential nesting sites has fallen dramatically. The only swift nest
site I have seen in Alyth was in a small hole in the side wall of a property on Airlie Street. This has since been sealed. The RSPB
and other concerned charities have been urging people and construction companies to erect suitable nest boxes or “swift bricks “.
At St Ninian’s Church, on Airlie Street, we were offered a swift nestbox for three swift families, that the Tayside Diversity Group
had left over after erecting boxes in the area. Seeing this as an opportunity to use our church building to help nature, permission
was obtained from the Diocesan Building Committee to erect the box on our steeple. SSEN Transmission were approached and
agreed to fund a cherry picker and man to fix the nestbox approximately 10 metres high on the
northeast side of the steeple. SSEN Transmission have volunteered to help with community
projects and to help wildlife following the construction of the large electricity substation between
Alyth and Meigle.
The swift box is now in place (left). Hopefully over the next few years swifts will take a fancy to it
and use it to raise their families.
SSEN Transmission now have a camera on the osprey nest established on the pole close to the
substation. 24-hour coverage of the nest is available on YouTube or found by googling Alyth
Ospreys. At the moment the female is sitting on eggs with the male doing his share and bringing
in fish, sticks and nesting material into the nest. By June small chicks should be visible.
Carol Renwick
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Bicycles needed for Alyth Bike Library

Alyth Cycling Festival

Do you have a bicycle that you are no longer using? Would
you be happy to donate it to help create an Alyth Bike Library?

Come to the first Alyth 'Cycling for All'
Festival and help us to celebrate the
opening of the Jubilee Park Path:
Sunday 7th August 2022 in Jubilee
Park, Alyth, 11am - 2pm. Cost: Free.

Alyth Cycles have very kindly offered to service donated
bicycles to bring them into good working condition. These
would then be used as a pool of bicycles that can be loaned
out to members of the Alyth community who would benefit
from a bicycle for access to work or training or to improve their
mental or physical health but would otherwise struggle to
afford to buy one.

The following activities are planned:
• Kids' Pump Track
• Dr Bike Repairs - bring your bike for free minor repairs and
servicing
• Adapted bikes for those with limited mobility provided by
Perth Live Active from Bell's Sports Centre
• Electric trishaws provided by Cycling Without Age - sit on
the comfy seats and be pedalled around the park.

If you have a bicycle to donate please take it along to Alyth
Cycles at The Barony Church on Commercial Street. Their
opening hours are;Tuesday to Saturday: 10am-5pm or Sunday: 10am-4pm

Has it been a long time since you rode a bike? We will have a
pool of bikes for 'come and have a go' sessions on gentle
grassy slopes. For those with more ambition/confidence,
there will also be:
• Led Gravel Ride on one of the routes of the Cateran
Ecomuseum. The ride will be led by Rosie Baxendine.
• Led Mountain Bike Ride.
• Led easy ride on quiet roads.
Look out for more details of all these rides nearer the date.
All activities are free to join. Plus the toilets in the pavilion,
including a new fully accessible toilet, should be ready for the
public on that day!
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Strathmore Open Studios
We have (briefly) been excited about the return of the Alyth Show, only for more recent news of
its cancellation. Alyth Creates, a marvellous celebration of arts, crafts and local expertise has not
taken place for three years because of the pandemic and the opportunity for community
involvement and celebration has been much missed. Another event showcasing local artists,
Perthshire Open Studios, has also been cancelled for this year.
It is therefore most pleasing to report that a group of local artists and craftworkers have got
together to organise a one-off independent event which will take place from the 26th to the 29th
of August. Maria Nordgren, a potter based in Alyth, is spearheading the project and
approximately 20 other craftspeople will join in. It is hoped that there will be representatives
working in a variety of media: glass, ceramic, fabric, stone, wood and fine art, to mention a few.
The event will broadly follow the format of Alyth Creates: artists based in and around Alyth will
open their studios or workplaces and invite all who are interested to come in. The idea is that
there will be perhaps half a dozen sites with each one hosting several artists. Glamis Gallery for
example will be taking part and several Alyth makers will be exhibiting there. More details will
follow in next month’s Voice and there will be a map showing the various locations.
This event, coupled with the anticipation of the Market Square celebration in July marks the return
of some much-needed community involvement in the creative process and we look forward in
anticipation to more details in due course.

Notes from Alyth Musical Society
Following on from the success of “Hello, Dolly!” in April, plans are already well underway for future productions to take us into our
75th anniversary year!
We would like to extend an invitation to members past present and (hopefully) future to join us at our Annual General Meeting on
Monday 8th August in the Ogilvie Rooms at 7:30 to elect a new
committee and share some exciting news about the next twelve
months.
In addition, Alyth Musical Society is delighted to confirm that we
will be continuing our Christmas tradition of offering a community pantomime for December 2022.
The first taster session for anyone interested in taking part will
be on Monday 15th August in the Ogilvie Rooms at 7:00pm. As
in previous years, 8-11 y/o's must be accompanied by an adult
who is willing to contribute. Please check our Facebook page
for further details or email alythms.info@gmail.com.
We look forward to seeing you then - “Oh yes we do!”
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Somethingfor the whole family!
Food
Casella & Polegalo ar�san bakery
Strathmore Produce fruit’n'veg
Drumturk Cheese - goat’s cheese
Incheoch Farm meat and eggs
Highland Boundary botanical spirits
Cairn O’Mhor cider and fruit wine
Wasted Degrees Brewery
Baked by Belle chocolate truffles
Jane MacKenzie chocolates and sweets
CoCo Velvet Brownies
Alicia’s Kitchen cakes and bakery
Hemp Farms - hemp products
The Wee Cook Kitchen Company delicious pies
Food for Thought
Plants/gardening
Rowan Woods - plants and seedlings
Antonia Ineson - salad leaves/plants
Blooming Bees - dried and fresh flowers
Clare Cooper - plants

Arts & Cra�s
Liz Murry - jewellery
Marianne Frew - artworks
Anne’s Highland Cra�s - needlework/gi�s
Catherine Mylles Art
Stewart Graham - pain�ngs
Mary Conacher - po�ery
Mary Ridby - local ar�st
Threads and Woolies from TOPIC
Sustainability
Perthshire Scrubbery - sustainable products
Cornelia Weinmann - recycled fabric art
Jist Jute - jute products
PKC Waste Management - re-use/recycle
Plus…
Game Square come-and-try
Guided two-hour bike-ride with Jane Wilkinson
at 10am
Robin Carrie tarot readings
Nicky Boland - Alyth’s Entangled Tea Set
Alyth Bowling Club

The day will be packed with entertainment for all the
family with circus performers, face-painting, giant bubbles
and our famous duck race at 1.30pm, which supports our
local Scout troop! Dr Bike will be here to fix minor bicycle
repairs free of charge.
The Official Opening of the newly refurbished Burnside by Alyth in Bloom will take place at 12 noon.
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Alyth Community Council
The Council its monthly meeting on Tuesday 14th June 2022
The meeting was pleased to see two Strathmore, newly-elected Perth & Kinross Councillors Grant Stewart
and Hugh Anderson. We were also pleased to see four other visitors to the Council meeting.
Councillor Grant Train asked for clarification about the new Airlie Street Development Trust.
He and the Councillors were informed that the Trust was formed after the Trustees and the Airlie Street Hall
Committee agreed to buy a share of the Welton Wind Farm with the proceeds of the investment used to
provide grants for groups and associations in Alyth. He also asked for clarification about how the Community Council made
decisions on microgrants applications. He further proposed changes to the Council’s constitution which he thought could help the
workings and the communications with Alyth. Discussions took place with pros and cons agreed by Councillors. A copy of his
suggestions will be sent to Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) who are revising the Constitution next year. It was pointed out by the
Chairman that the document is produced by PKC and Alyth Community Council has to accept it and is required to adopt it.
The Strathmore Councillors were asked about the PKC budget and were told that this was still under discussion.
We were informed that RBS has agreed to the bank van parking during its two visits to Alyth parking in Classic Restorations car
park. We thank Classic Restorations for this, allowing residents to know where the van will always be found. Classic Restorations
would hope that the removal of seagull eggs from their roof under the auspices of the Wildlife Protection Authority would eventually
make the area seagull free.
Complaints about overhanging trees onto Mart Street and the small park. The solution is simple. The Council will ask the owner to
cut them back and if nothing is done they will do the work and send the costs to the owner. This solution applies anywhere where
tree or bushes overhang onto footpaths anywhere in the town.
Many complaints about a resident who insists on feeding the birds, including the crows and jackdaws, from very early in the
morning and all day! The complaints are about the incessant noise made by the big birds.
There was a question about the kerb edging around the path in the Jubilee Park and the difficulty some wheelchair users find in
accessing the path through gravel at the entrances. These points were all resolved and the Council was told that the entrances will
be surfaced in Phase 2 of the works and that photographs of the edging confirmed their presence. The path is an excellent benefit
for the town and allows for future development of the park.
One of our visitors suggested that Council members should have their photographs put in the Community noticeboard in the square
and it was agreed that we would do this.
Another proposal by a visitor was to produce a Facebook page solely for use by the Council. This was also agreed.
Iain Donaldson Chairman

alythcc@gmail.com

BOOKMARK BOOK FESTIVAL 2022
October 8-9, Blairgowrie Community Campus
BOOKMARK Book Festival is celebrating its tenth anniversary this year, which is also ‘The Year of
Scottish Stories’ Organised by volunteers since its launch, BOOKMARK transforms the
Blairgowrie Community Campus, with the help of sound and lighting professionals from Horsecross
Perth and flower displays from Something Special, into a vibrant, welcoming venue every Autumn
hosting writers from the famous to the newly-published.
This year, the theme is “Another Time, Another Place”, and the packed programme of nine events
over two days will transport us through time and space. Rosemary Goring and Clare Hunter will
talk about Mary Queen of Scots; there is a short play about the Black Watch soldiers who went to
France in World War One; we will revel in photographs from two Scottish wildlife photographers;
Lachlan Goudie will provide another feast for the eyes with a history of Scottish Art; and with
novels set in the Cairngorms, London and different areas of Scotland, we hope that we will provide
something for everyone.
In addition, Gareth Williams will entertain us with his newly composed ‘Songs from the Last Page’ and will also be running a songwriting workshop. Finally, we will be announcing not only the winner of our Book of the Year Award but also the young winner of the
short story competition for senior pupils at Blairgowrie High School that we initiated last year in memory of BOOKMARK’s founder
Christine Findlay.
Full details of the programme and the books being featured are on our website: www.bookmarkblair.com, and look out for our Ticket
Launch on 30 July at St Catharine’s Hall, Blairgowrie.
Gail Wylie, Chair
Patrons: Ken Cox, Rosemary Goring, Magnus Linklater, Olga Wojtas
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Alyth Youth Partnership
We are all looking forward to the summer holidays and the various activities we have planned. Kicking off with Alyth’s Got Talent
on Saturday 2nd July, 7.30pm in Alyth Town Hall, you are all welcome to join us for our now annual talent contest. Our panel of
judges will pick a winner from a variety of performances which you are sure to enjoy.
Over the course of the holidays we have weekly sessions at the Hub, sessions in the Den with the Countryside Trust, kayaking,
outdoor games, and a series of trips. The highlight will be the summer camp at the Belmont Centre in Meigle when we will have
around 60 young people enjoying outdoor pursuits, a barbecue, disco, and sleepover.
The clubs have been ticking along nicely and we have enjoyed cooking sessions at the Community Wing, our usual youth clubs at
the Hub, our Kirkmichael group, visits to Blairgowrie High School, and most recently bowling lessons at Alyth Bowling & Tennis
Club. With help from some great local players, we have been learning the finer details of the game and enjoying the catchphrases
that have been used by generations – “well, it wiz a braw road”, “jist a wee yardy through”, “aye, lookin’ on”.
GameSquare continues to attract new members and provides a space for lovers of games ranging from Dungeons and Dragons
and board games to PS4 and Pool. They will continue throughout the holidays at their new time of 6.30pm – 8pm on Wednesdays
in the Hub.
Our weekly programme will change slightly after the holidays in anticipation of an increase in numbers, so please look out for this
in the August issue. You can keep up to date with us on Instagram and Facebook, and we use WhatsApp to get messages out to
parents, which has proved to be very useful.
As ever, a big thank-you to our funders, supporters and most of all our young people who are always such a pleasure to work
with.
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Pet Care Services

07933 705 476
01828 633 998
Based in Alyth
gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com
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Scouts
There have been great celebrations being observed for the Platinum Jubilee. The Beavers and Cubs held a party in the hut, having
spent the previous meetings making “designer” bunting to be strung up. For the Cub party, we are greatly indebted to “Cafe on the
Square” who very kindly donated a mountain of sandwiches for the event. We carried out an exhaustive research into which ones
were best and came to the conclusion that they were all delicious and worthy of our endeavours. I just hope the Cubs don’t get the
idea this is what to expect when they join Scouts, our ingredients for sandwiches tend to centre round jam and chocolate spread!

The Scouts held a bonfire BRBQ to which we invited the Leaders from all the other sections. The Young Leaders and Patrol
Leaders excelled themselves by cooking all the food on the barbecue which was well received by the populace. We were pleased
to have so many Leaders attend to share the occasion. Campfire songs rounded off the evening with all joining in, which reassures
me that it’s not only me who gets the actions wrong!
The Explorer Scout Meeting was held on the Thursday of the lighting of the beacons. And as the Burn is a major feature in the
community, they decided to have their bonfire in the burn, not just one creation but two. Having constructed two rafts, the fires were
duly lit and sent on their way. I am sure the Vikings first came up with the principle of this, but if it was a good idea then, it’s a good
idea now!
As part of a Cub meeting, Peter Kinnear brought in part of a model
steam railway complete with steam engine and had the Cubs “driving”
this round the circuit, much to their delight. Peter explained the
principles of steam power and how to produce and harness it. I’m not
quite sure if the train standing at the platform was on time, but it
certainly went whizzing round!
The Scouts had a weekend camp at Tullymurdoch with the kind
consent of the Mitchell family. The theme was a survival camp and
how well named that turned out to be. We had to pick the weekend of
the torrential rain, thunder and lighting and gale-force winds. So, the
survival bit started on the Friday night with staying over in the hut and
going up the following morning. Back to basics was very much evident
and the fascination of a wood fire cooking your evening meal endures.
Ron Kirkpatrick
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Perthshire Brass
Perthshire Brass have been back in action and had a busy time
between Perth Festival of the Arts and various Jubilee events. The
new venue at St Paul’s in Perth was a perfect outdoor venue
offering shelter from the wind, and great acoustics. We performed a
variety of music including John Williams’ Olympic Fanfare and
Theme, Hey Jude, and the World premiere of “To Walk With Him” by
renowned composer Paul Lovatt-Cooper, dedicated to his dad Harry
who plays in our band.
For the Platinum Jubilee, a small ensemble contributed to the
variety concert in Perth Concert Hall, then several players scattered
across Perthshire to play the fanfare “Majesty” at the various beacon lighting ceremonies. A couple of days later we played at the
Perth Classic Car Rally before heading to Scone to support their celebrations.
Rehearsals continue to be well attended and we are currently working on music composed by a range of talent form Henry Mancini
to Henry VIII! If any brass or percussion players out there want to get involved, just look us up on Facebook and Instagram
@perthshirebrass

Providing free support for
small businesses, social
enterprises and the selfemployed in rural Perthshire

1-1 advice ~ online learning ~ networking
events ~ mentoring ~ business directory ~
grant funding for young people ~ and more

www.growbiz.co.uk
24

Alyth Golf Club
The Membership had another busy month with the Ladies, Gents
and Seniors all involved in various competitions and matches.
The Ladies held their first Open of the season - a Texas
Scramble. It was a very successful day, with 160 Ladies
participating and players coming from far and near. The next
Ladies Open will have been on Monday 27th June. Please
contact the Club on 01828 632268 option 3, or online via the
Alyth Golf Club website, for information about any of the club competitions.
The Gents commenced their season of evening Strathmore League matches, with two very
narrow defeats: Kirriemuir 3½ to Alyth 2½, then Brechin 4 to Alyth 2.
The youngsters had another successful block of coaching here at Alyth, which came to an end on Saturday 11th June.
There was a full get-together of all classes for a Texas Scramble around our Par 3 ‘Pee Wee’ course, a great addition
here at Alyth for anyone at all wanting to learn golf in a relaxed, non-pressured manner.
There will be a two-week break
before Block 3 starts on Friday
1st July - there is space for just
one one more. If interested
contact Ethan Hurst now, on
ethanhurst19@gmail.com
It’s NEVER too late !
Top left: A beautiful photo of the course at
7.00am on the day of the Ladies Texas
Scramble
Left: Kids from the local area enjoying their
golf coaching session.
Right: During the summer season, a number
of our competitions offer the chance to win a
car, with a very skilful hole in one!

ALYTH GOLF CLUB
20% Off For New Members !
27 Hole Membership - £504
18 Hole Membership - £460
Glenisla 9 Hole Membership - £228
MEMBERSHIP VALID UNTIL 31.12.22

Flexible Membership - £160

(Allows Play For Handicap Purposes & Entry to
Certain Competitions)
For more information email: info@alythgolfclub.co.uk call 01828 632268 opt.3
*This offer is available to those who have not been a member in the past 2 years.
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Ewan McLean
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Serving our local community for 18 years

Please leave a message for Ewan on

07711 334203
ewanamclean@gmail.com
I can provide all your chimney maintenance needs in
Alyth, Kirriemuir and surrounding areas.
Qualified in Chimney Sweeping and Advanced Fault
Finding

RSVP. JACKIE@WEB.NET

01828 632492
AIR CON SERVICING*MOT TESTING*
SERVICING * DIAGNOSTICS*

KEEP YOUR COOL & GET SET
FOR SUMMER DRIVING.
AIR CON SERVICING NOW
AVAILABLE.
Serving the Local Community since 1960
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ALYTH Bowling & Tennis Club – A club for
the community
Ah, the sound of summer … the ‘thunk’ of the bowls as they
hit the jack, accompanied by gentle applause from fellow
players and spectators. Can you hear the cheering from the
green as the long-awaited bowling season is now fully
underway? We were grateful for fair weather for the
opening on 9 May when members and non-members took
to the green and launched our season.
But what of our green? Thanks to the hard work and
amazing commitment of local green-keepers and members
of the committee, we were able to open up the entire green
at the end of June. Until I started bowling, I had no idea
how complicated and time-consuming the work is that goes
into achieving, maintaining and repairing a green. We are
so very lucky to have local people who are willing to give up
30 hours per week (on average) to ensure players have the
chance to partake of their favourite sport, we can’t thank them enough!
Committee News
Like all voluntary organisations in the area, there are a handful of people who come together to keep the Club going. But a club
can’t be a club without members and we are delighted to have welcomed an influx of new faces joining our Club; for tennis, bowls
or to enjoy access to the social facilities on offer.
An EGM notice will be advertised soon, so look out for this, and
please come along if you want to find out more about the Club’s
future. In advance of the EGM, the committee are finalising the
review of our constitution, as requested by our members, and
will distribute it before the meeting.
Bowling News
All the fixtures and competitions are being arranged primarily by
Chick Milne, with Gus Fotheringham leading on the Strathmore
League fixtures. Pat Mine, Isobel Fotheringham and Edna
Davies are looking after the ladies’ fixtures and, much to their
delight, have introduced a number of ladies to bowls. The
men’s/ladies/juniors/mixed/pairs and singles, friendly and
competitive matches continue across Perthshire and we often
need players to make up teams, please drop us a line or give us
a call if you are interested in joining them.
The ‘hat’ nights are a great way to try bowls for the first time,
honing your skills and learning from experienced players. All ages and abilities are welcome on Friday evening (6.30 for 6.45pm
start), there’s no need to ‘book’. After playing (or during) we convene in the bar for a chat, and we have a wide selection of soft
drinks for those who prefer them. Children are welcome, they can play bowls, tennis or pool in the games room.
Our players love playing to a crowd and with the full
green being open, more fixtures are being played at
the club. Come along to support them and if there is
a match on a Saturday afternoon, the bar will be open
too.
Youth Coaching
George Annan has done a sterling job, along with
experienced members, in introducing young people to
the sport of bowling. You will see them on Monday
afternoons and evenings on the green. Come along
to watch - you will be impressed by the emerging
talent on display and it will motivate them further
playing in front of a crowd.
Tennis News
David Anderson, our Tennis Coach, recently
celebrated his marriage and we wish him and his
(continued on page 29)
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7 Market Square, Alyth
01828 958040
Coffee - Meals - Take-away
- Ice-cream
Dog friendly
With ample parking in front of the Café and
our new relaxed coffee lounge including a
small play area for the little ones we really
have all you can wish for right here at Café
in the Square, including: Barista coffee,
speciality teas, milkshakes, ice-cold drinks
and ice-cream.
Homemade soup and freshly prepared
meals, salad bar and yummy cakes,
pancakes, tray-bakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby
change. We even offer free WiFi and USB
charging points!
Open Monday to Saturday 10-4
Closed Sunday

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

Removals
&
Interiors
Est. 1871

f
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(continued from page 27)

wife, Siobhan, the very best in their life together (see photo
below).
The recent LTA Youth Start Course, run by David, was
enjoyed hugely by quite a number of children, either through
the Primary School or at the club sessions.
If you missed this, don’t worry, the club will be hosting
summer holiday tennis camps, and are open to anyone, with
25% discount for club members.
July 4 , 6 & 7 - 0900-1100 (ages 5-9), 1130-1330 (ages
10-18)
th

th

th

August 8 to 12 - 0900-1100 (ages 5-9), 1130-1330 (ages
10-18)
th

th

For more information, see our FaceBook page or Anderson
Racket Sports webpage, https://clubspark.lta.org.uk or
contact David on 07934698609.
Our club night for tennis is a Friday night, open to anyone and all levels welcomed (6.30 – 6.45 pm start). The club tennis group
meets for the first time on 6 July so more news of this next month or on our FaceBook page.
th

Tennis coaching for adults is available on Wednesday nights
1945-2045. Please contact David or Anderson Racket Sports webpage
for more information.
The Pickleball group, running on a Wednesday from 11-12 midday, is
looking for new folk to join in. This low-impact, fun sport combines
tennis (shots used), badminton (court size and scoring system) and
table tennis (equipment used). Absolutely no experience necessary
and first/trial session is free, please message David for more
information.
Our tennis courts are open to the community, we have an honesty box
for any non-members choosing to play. We only ask that there is no
football played on the courts.
Members News
Our thanks to everyone who has re-joined or become a member for the
first time, your support is greatly appreciated and we are affa pleased to see you on the green, tennis court or in the clubhouse.
The bar is open on Friday and Saturday nights, we have a full bar with a growing selection of gins and bottled beers/lagers…best
prices in town! Plus, we have lots of new smiley, friendly
faces behind the bar, ready to welcome you and your
family.
The social planning group met for the first time on 29
June and thanks to the many suggestions put forward by
the community, have plenty ideas to put into action.
th

Please look out for the events coming up, on our social
media pages or in the Voice. We are always looking for
ideas so please approach any members of the committee
you know, if you have any more suggestions or are
interested in joining the social planning group, the more
the merrier.
As a wee reminder, the clubhouse is open again for
private functions/personal hire by the community and
members at a small charge. Your support is much
appreciated and our band of volunteers will do their best
make your event a success.
If you are interested in finding out more about the club,
please email abatc2026@outlook.com for further
information.
The Alyth Bowling and Tennis Club Management
Committee

to

Anderson/Carter Wedding
Congratulations to David Anderson and Siobhan Carter on your
wedding day, 27th May 2022 at Alloway Parish Church. Was a truly
magical day, with love from all your family and friends. Wishing you
both all the best.
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Well‘bee’ing in July
‘’I’ll write a wellbeing column if you like?’’ I said. Now is the time I
actually really need to do this in time for the July issue. So with my
head bursting with ideas, I sat there, majorly procrastinating, staring
at the cracks between the slabs of our well-worn patio. And then I
see it! Teeny tiny bees, digging little burrows. These mining bees are
gentle solitary souls, one of the 270 species thought to be in the UK.
We all know the importance of bees as pollinators but did you know
that many people swear by the medicinal power of honey too?
The benefits of getting outside in the fresh air and sunshine at this
time of year are immense, supporting both our physical and mental
health, not forgetting topping us up with that much needed vitamin D.
However, it is estimated that over half the population of the UK suffer
from some form of hay fever. Many people swear by a teaspoon of
local honey daily and I can understand their line of thinking. It’s
similarly based on the homeopathic method of treating like with like.
By ingesting the local pollen, they feel they become somewhat
desensitised to it. I can certainly remember when I ran a health food
shop in the 1980s it was the customers that swarmed to buy their
magic nectar.
It must be said there is no scientific evidence to support this theory and actually the pollen favourited by bees isn’t really the sniffleinducing kind. However, who knows, is it worth a try? A good excuse for a daily spoonful anyway with many other health benefits.
It’s anti-bacterial, has anti-inflammatory properties and is thought to boost our immune system too.
Here’s hoping this month brings lovely sunshine for us and the bees. Wishing you all a healthy and happy July,
Sue Wyles

Looking after yourself and your business this
summer
Summer is a busy time for rural businesses, with increased footfall,
markets and events, school holidays and more. Many are also feeling
anxiety over increasing costs, staffing issues and other challenges.
Here’s a few ways GrowBiz can help you look after yourself and your
business this summer:
Support and advice: You don’t have to go it alone!
Whether you’re looking for someone to help with financial
questions, business strategy, marketing or digital skills, we
have a team member who can help. Book a Thursday
afternoon drop-in session or email connect@growbiz.co.uk
Mentoring: If you would like a trained mentor to be a
sounding board for you, help boost your confidence or just
be there when you need them, enrol in our award-winning
mentoring programme.
SEED: If you’re a young person aged between 18-25 in
Perth and Kinross then you’re eligible for SEED. This
tailored programme can help you explore self-employment
options and develop a business.
Events: GrowBiz’s online learning sessions and
networking events are a confidential space to share
challenges and experiences with other business owners, be
motivated by inspirational speakers and develop your skills.
REDS: REDS is an online directory and interactive map for
small businesses and the self-employed in rural Scotland.
It’s free to be listed and you can also sign up to accept the
REDS Gift Card. Find out more at www.reds.scot
Find out about all of GrowBiz’s free support services at
www.growbiz.co.uk
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a straighter
smile

TRANSFORM YOUR SMILE WITH INVISALIGN CLEAR
& REMOVABLE ALIGNERS AT INFINITYBLU.
Get your conﬁdence back today with invisible and removable
aligners that will change your smile and life forever.
Try the world’s most advanced aligner technology today in simple & easy steps:
• Book your consultation
• Smile assessment & digital scan of your smile
• Get your custom-made aligners to wear everyday and change at home
• Progress review every 8 weeks
• More laughter and more conﬁdence

0% ﬁnance available for up to 18 months, starting
from only £173 per month.

For further information call us on 0333 305 0886
PITLOCHRY | AUCHTERARDER | DUNKELD | CRIEFF | ALYTH | CALLANDER | DUNS

...or visit us online www.inﬁnitybludental.co.uk
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Culture Perth and Kinross - busy summer ahead
Cultural Connections – Stitching Stories
Come along to Alyth Library and learn how to quilt, make new friendships,
and discover the fantastic historical story of local traveller Belle Stewart. Using
Belle's story, participants will learn patchwork quilting and embroidery. Over
eight weeks, a quilt will be produced, with the finished article going on display in local libraries and become a part of the collection
held at Perth Museum and Art Gallery! All equipment will be provided, and local craftspeople June Lowe and Karen MacKenzie will
give expert knowledge. Tickets purchased are for attendance at eight workshops. Suggested cost per event, £5
Dates: August: Thursday 18th and 25 / 5:30pm – 7:30pm.
September: Thursday 1st, 7th, 14th, 21st and 28 / 5:30pm – 7:30pm.
October: Thursday 6 / 5:30pm – 7:30pm.
th

th

th

Admission: By donation, pay what you can afford. Tickets are available on Eventbrite (https://bit.ly/3Mb2JT9) or at Alyth Library.
Music at Alyth Library
Playlist for Life is a charity specialising in harnessing the power of music to connect people and help those living with dementia and
those who care for them. Playlist for Life wants everyone to have their own playlist of music that means something to them. Culture
Perth & Kinross are setting up Help Points in our libraries to support people making a playlist which is a soundtrack to their life. If
you are interested in finding out more about how we can support you, your family and your friends, please come to our drop-in
session and speak to Karen Donaldson, our Volunteer Coordinator at Alyth Library, on Thursday, July 28th between 3pm and 5pm.
Please note you don't have to be living with or supporting someone with dementia to come along. Anyone can have a playlist, but
sometimes we just need some help identifying what music or songs trigger our memories.
Summer Reading Challenge
The Summer Reading Challenge is back, and this year the Reading Agency is teaming up with the Science Museum Group for an
incredibly special science-themed challenge that will inspire you to use your imagination and creativity! Gadgeteers will feature
amazing books, awesome rewards, and plenty of ideas for cool experiments and activities to discover the science all around you.
Pop into your local library from June 25th to sign up!
Maker_Space Club
Maker_Space Club is back! Our Maker_Space Clubs are informal creative sessions for children aged 9-12. Children can use their
imaginations and experiment with digital technology, drawing and cardboard construction. Activities include designing models in 3D,
digital drawing and painting, designing and drawing, and creating stop-motion movies.
July 14th, 2022, between 10:30am-12pm at Blairgowrie Library.
Free admission, but as spaces are limited, please book a spot via Eventbrite - https://bit.ly/blairgowrieMSC
Alyth Library opening hours - see notice on page 12
Museums
Alyth Museum is open Thursdays - to Sundays until late September 2022. This summer has seen the exciting launch of the Cateran
Ecomuseum hub, a “Museum Without Walls” at Alyth Museum. Visitors to the museum will be inspired by the diverse heritage and
culture of the Cateran Ecomuseum area, set within a creative and engaging space. Upstairs you can find out about the Ecomuseum
– its people, places and landscapes, while downstairs you can enjoy some of the stories from the Ecomuseum. Then you can step
outside and explore the Cateran Ecomuseum area for yourself. Admission is by donation.
Thursday & Friday 1pm -5pm
Saturday & Sunday 10am – 12pm / 1pm – 5pm
The museum is closed Monday – Wednesday.
Perth Museum & Art Gallery will offer two fantastic exhibitions this summer
Sin, organised in partnership with the National Gallery in London, will bring together masterpieces from the 16th century to the
present day, exploring the concept of sin through visual art. Perth is the first and only stop in Scotland on this exclusive travelling
exhibition, which will tour only four venues across the UK. Visitors will get a chance to get up close and personal with works by
Rembrandt, Lucas Cranach the Elder, Jan Steen, Jan Gossaert, Tracey Emin, Ron Mueck, and more. These masterworks will sit
alongside treasures from Perth Museum & Art Gallery's own collections that reflect various aspects of sin, such as works by JD
Fergusson and Giovanni Antonio Galli and many curious items that may surprise visitors with their connection to the theme. Sin is
open from the 18th of June to the 25th of September at Perth Museum & Art Gallery.
Following their successful Shadow World installation in 2021, Glasgow-based artists Zoe Walker and Neil Bromwich will be
presenting The Serpent of Capitalism. This new and thought-provoking art installation will invite you to think about capitalism in
our society and what the alternatives might be. To accompany the large-scale inflatable serpent sculpture, a series of drawings and
photographs by Walker & Bromwich will re-imagine the shifting world around us and trace the shaping of societies, religions, ideas,
and beliefs. The Serpent of Capitalism by Walker & Bromwich is open from the 2nd of July to the 30th of October at Perth Museum
& Art Gallery.
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www.resoluteit.co.uk

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or
developing your Business I.T.
Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres/going back to the
store?
We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior
Citizens**)
Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs
& Upgrades; Virus & Spyware
Removal; Network Solutions &
Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

David Scott Ltd
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband
Setup - New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment

Neil Stewart

Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries

Call for a Free Quote:

A 24-hour service is maintained on

07713 915546 or 01250 875216

01828 633 433

Local cleaner required in the
Lintrathen/Glen Isla area on an
adhoc basis to support with
Airbnb changeovers.
Various dates/times due to
irregular guest check-in times.
Approximate 2-3hr clean, on
average, per guest.
For further information, or to
apply, please contact Sheila on:

Grangemount–cattery@btconnect.com
www.grangemountcattery.com

+44 (0)7930 838 579 or
+44 (0)1575 560 391

Tel: 01828 632284

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor
For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk
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Falklands Memorial Service, 12 June 2022

This is an edited version of the address given at the Falkland
War Memorial Service in Alyth on 12 June, commemorating in
particular the death in action of Alyth man Brian Easton.
As always when we gather, we are here to Remember and give
thanks to all those who have lost their lives in conflicts and in
peacetime across the generations. We are here to remember
their families and friends, comrades and veterans who continue
to mourn their loss. Today, particularly we are here to remember
those lost and affected by the Falklands War of 1982.
As many of you will remember, or may have served during the campaign, The Falklands War was a 10-week war between
Argentina and the United Kingdom in 1982. Argentina had laid claim to two British dependent territories in the South Atlantic: the
Falkland Islands and its territorial dependency, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, and had sent 10,000 troops in
March 1982 in an attempt to secure sovereignty of the islands for the nation.
In response, the UK dispatched a Naval Task Force to retake the Islands and liberate the Falkland Islanders and their government.
The task force consisted of over 100 Royal Navy, Auxiliary and civilian ships, innumerable Army units - Royal Marine Commandos,
Para Regiment, Scots and Welsh Guards to name just a few. Many land, sea and air battles took place during the 10-week period
and many of those place names are etched in the history of this
conflict, and since:
Tumbledown (Remembered through our Piper’s lament The
Crags of Tumbledown - to be played during our wreath-laying),
San Carlos Bay (better known as Bomb Alley), Goose Green,
Mount Longdon and the capital, Port Stanley.
HM Ships ANTELOPE, COVENTRY, ARDENT, SHEFFIELD
AND RFA SIR GALAHAD and Merchant ship Atlantic Conveyor
were sunk and dozens of others damaged, with many sustaining
fatalities and injuries. During the conflict a total of 649 Argentine
military personnel, 255 British military personnel, and three
Falkland Islanders lost their lives.
In what was to be one of the final actions of the campaign, on
June 12th 1982, exactly 40 years ago today, HMS Glamorgan
was targeted by an Exocet missile fired from an Argentine
makeshift battery at Hookers Point some 18 miles from the ship’s location. Undetected by radar, the missile was eventually
detected visually and as a result of the alarm being raised the ship was able to rapidly turn, thus avoiding impact to the ship’s side.
Ultimately, the missile slammed into the ship’s fully-fuelled and armed Wessex helicopter which exploded in the hangar.
Had the Exocet impacted a matter of inches lower, it would have exploded in Glamorgan’s main missile magazine which would
have ripped the ship apart. Whilst we are grateful for the luck of this near miss, as it was, 13 men were killed and later, buried at
sea. Royal Navy Cook Brian Easton from Alyth was, as we remember today, one of those men.
And so, as we gather here today to remember all of those who lost their lives, were injured or mentally scarred through their service
during the Falklands war, we give thanks for the bravery and
service of many and remember especially, one of our own.
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
The Alyth Legion Scotland wish to thank all those who
attended the service at Alyth monument to pay their
respects and joined us later at the Alyth Bowling Club
(ABC)
A special thank you to everyone who donated food for the
ABC event, the ABC staff and members, and to the ladies
who gave their time to organise the kitchen and provide a
wonderful spread for the attending visitors. Thank you
ladies!
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In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
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month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
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