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EDITOR’S LETTER
Welcome to the August 2022 issue of the Voice!
I’m writing this the day after the fantastic Alyth Market on 23 July - the first such event in our wee
town for many years. As you can see from the comments that visitors left (above), it was a
resounding success, providing entertainment, interest and wonderful shopping opportunities for
hundreds of local people and visitors to Alyth from near and far.
The fact that such a large event could be organised and delivered so well entirely by voluntary effort
speaks volumes for the strength of Alyth’s community spirit, and augurs well for future events and
initiatives in the town. Speaking of which, look out for information about the Alyth Cycling Festival
scheduled for 7 August (page 20), and also Strathmore Open Studios on 26-29 August (pages 22
and 23). And don’t forget to put 19 November in your calendar now for the Alyth Christmas Market.
There’s a photo-spread of this weekend’s Market Day on pages 18 and 19 of this issue.
On the Voice, we’re proud to do our own wee bit for the the volunteer spirit in the Alyth community, so
it was lovely to get a visit from Iain Donaldson of Alyth Community Council last week, delivering the
Alyth Voluntary and Community Group of the Year Award (pictured below left). Everyone on the
Voice team, listed on the back page and of course not forgetting our Voiceteer delivery team, is very
proud and honoured to have been given this significant recognition by the community councillors. All
my wonderful colleagues devote so much of their time and effort each month to make sure you get
the best possible community magazine, and it’s great to have that recognised publicly - thank you so
much to Iain and his fellow councillors.
On behalf of the Voice team, I would also like to congratulate again the other 2021 honorees (first
reported in our December issue): Tam Thomson of Alyth in Bloom as Citizen of the Year, and Rhiona
Sidley of Alyth Youth Partnership as Young Citizen of the Year. Well done to them and to all those
involved in the awards!
Finally, a reader has been on touch about the picture we carried in our March issue of the senior
class at Alyth JS School in October 1952 - “Where are they now?” (https://alythvoice.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2022/03/22MARCHweb.pdf). John Stronach, pictured in the middle of the front row,
reports that he moved to Dron, Bridge of Earn, in 1966 and then West Linton south of Edinburgh from
2003. He married in 1966 and has two daughters. Does anyone else recognise themselves in the
picture, or have any other former Alyth residents they’d like to track down?
I hope you enjoy this issue, and we’ll see you again in September.
Kevin Coe
Editor
INFORMATION
PLEASE REMEMBER all articles and adverts you wish placed in the Voice need to arrive with us no later than the 14th of the month.
The next deadline is 14 August for the September issue.
The Alyth Voice is a free monthly magazine, managed, written, and delivered entirely by volunteers.
Front cover image courtesy of Ron McGill: Orchids on Alyth Hill.
Alyth coat of arms by Jack Ryan Morris - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=106684807
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Shona Milne)

01828 633219

Alyth Town Hall Isobel McCurdy, Secretary
Jean Coleman, alythhalls.org

01828 632744
01828 958239

Ogilvie Rooms (contact Tina Tripney)

01828 633337

Police Station

101

Hydro-Electric Emergencies

0800 300 999

Scottish Gas Emergencies

0800 111 999

Scottish Water
Alyth Health Centre

0845 601 8855
01828 632317

Alyth Primary School

01250 871370

Blairgowrie High School

01250 871200

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service

111

Anti-social Behaviour Team

01738 476173

Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Advisor

01738 562358

Alyth Dental Care

01828 633313

Alyth Samaritan Cars (patient transport service)

07599 220045

Dog Fouling & Strays—Perth & Kinross Council

01738 476476

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service,
send the Voice your details

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ
Website www.alythhealthcentre.scot.nhs.uk
Main Health Centre Number:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We Need Your Help
Would you like to meet new people? Challenge
yourself? Make a difference in your community?

01828 632317

Community Nurse:
01828 632425
Health Visitor:
01828 633954
NHS24 (Out of Hours):
111
Daily Opening Hours – Monday to Friday 8am -6pm

If so we would love to hear from you
Established local Lunch Club urgently needs people to join its
Committee. If interested please contact Peter Fairgrieve on 01828
632223 for more details or simply come to one of our lunches in Airlie
Street Hall. We meet on the last Monday of the month at 12.30pm.

CORONAVIRUS – COVID-19
If you are experiencing any of the following
symptoms of a common cold e.g. sore throat,
fever, cough,
DO NOT COME INTO THE SURGERY
Please phone 01828 632317
You can find the most up to date informa�on
about coronavirus on www.nhsinform.scot

Perth & Kinross School Holidays
HOLIDAY

LAST DAY AT
SCHOOL

Summer

30 June (Thu)

16 August (Tue)

Autumn

7 October (Fri)

24 October (Mon)

Winter Half-Term
Christmas

9 November (Wed) 14 November (Mon)
22 December (Thu) 9 January (Mon)

AUGUST
MANAGED, WRITTEN AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

YOUR FREE Alyth Voice
Depends on your donations
ThroughPayPal to: alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk
If you donʼt have PayPal use this link: https://www.paypal.me/Voice
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RETURNING

JOHN A McINTOSH

LOGS &
KINDLING

07715 902816
info@johnamcintosh.com
www.johnamcintosh.com
Family run business
Serving Perthshire, Angus
& The Glens
For this winter try our
seasoned logs.
Why not stock up for next
winter with our unseasoned
logs and save some money.

NEW TEL: 01828 634165
Telephone Orders Welcome

New build and extensions
Replacement windows & Doors
Kitchens

TEMPORARY BUSINESS HOURS
(Due to COVID restrictions)

Repairs & alterations
Call or email for advice and estimates

Monday - closed
Tues to Sat - 4.30pm till 9.00pm
Sunday - 4.30pm till 8.00pm

Deliveries available
TOSH TILING SERVICES
CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
WALLS & FLOORS inc.
CONSERVATORIES
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK
FREE QUOTES
CALL SANDY 01828 632424
OR MOBILE 07835443561

Kilry Summer Fayre 20th August
at Kilry Hall supported by Kilry Church – 1.30 – 4.00pm

Entry by Donation Refreshments - Café (afternoon tea)
Craft tables, Raffle, Baking, Photography and Children’s competition

Categories for entry in
Kilry News; Hall Notice
Boards

For Free Estimates
Tel: 01828 632231 or
Mobile 07729924784
19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE
advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
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To hire a ‘craft’ table
contact
sg55jrg@gmail.com
(limited number now available)

Thrifty One
From the Community, For the Community
Phone: 07592 338449.
Facebook message on our page: Thrifty One, Email: thriftyone1@outlook.com
Opening hours: Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am - 4pm;
TOPIC opening hours: – Tues. Thurs. Fri. 11am – 2pm
As you can see from our amended header, we have reverted to our pre-lockdown closing time of 4pm, an extra 15 minutes
shopping time! Also included in our header are the opening times for TOPIC. However, it will be closed week commencing
1 August 2022. We apologise for this, but staff and volunteers need their holidays.
st

Summer seems to be sliding past in a whirl, literally some days as the
wind plays havoc with our gardens. Despite this, volunteer Jeanie’s
plants that she brings along for us to sell have been snapped up.
Business in both shops has been brisk and it has been so good to
see visitors to the town. One customer bought a selection of five
paintings from Thrifty One Too, she was taking them back to London
with her. Alyth obviously competing favourably with any London
competition!?
Another customer delving deep into the corners of Thrifty One found a
map of the Spey Way and made it the basis of their holiday this year.
She told us that they walked the full length, self-taxiing their camping
kit with their car and a folding bike. Small wonder she was looking
brown and fit when she popped in to tell us of her adventure.

Donations:
This month’s donation of £350 is going to the Alyth Beaver Group. On
their return to Beavers from the pandemic, the Leaders have been
dismayed to discover that the Beaver Neckers (an essential piece of
kit) are now £10 each! In an effort to make Scouting affordable to all
some of the money from Thrifty One will be used to buy neckers to gift to new beavers in an investiture pack. Any money
remaining will be put towards a Christmas trip - the Beavers haven’t been to any Christmas show for nearly four years –
again to help make it more affordable for the parents of beavers.
At a recent volunteers’ meeting we were told of a group of local EFL(English as a Foreign Language) teachers who have
undertaken to teach recently-arrived Ukrainian refugees in Alyth and surrounds. The teachers have been using their own
money to print off resources for classes to teach both adults and children English. Given the price of printer ink, this soon
mounts up. The volunteers decided that a one-off donation of £300 should be given to support these classes.
We donated a knitted golfer to the Strathmore Golf Club for them to raffle. £104 was raised and has been given to their
Junior Club.
Because Alyth groups seem to find it difficult to ask Thrifty One for a monetary donation, we are including an application
form at the bottom of our newsletters. This can be filled in and dropped into Thrifty One or written as an email to
thriftyone1@outlook.com
We normally donate £350 a month, but please indicate how much is required.
................................................................................................................................................................

THRIFTY ONE CIC Donation application form
Name of Group/Organisation:........................................................................
Contact details(email/phone no).................................................................
Purpose of Donation:

Date & signature:
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WANTED

Blairgowrie Mobile
Foot Clinic

HIGHLAND WEAR ACCESSORIES
MILITARY UNIFORMS AND GEAR
Private Collector – stays in Alyth.
I’m looking for old sporrans, sgian dhu,
dirks, swords, plaid brooches, bu�ons
and belts etc. Also old military stuff.

From Curtain Poles, Shelving, Satellite, TV,
Phones, Flat Pack Assembly to Hard
Landscaping and much more.

I’d be interested in things that need
restoring or upcycling.

4 St Andrew St, Alyth, PH11 8AT
gordon@handyhubby2hire.com

Stuart Neilson
Stuart.neilson62@gmail.com
07716767913

T: 01828 633998
M: 07933 705476

CHRISTINES BEAUTY
TREATMENTS
Strathmore Tots Playgroup
Baby and toddler group suitable from newborn to
preschool age.
Whether you're a first time parent, have a larger
family, a grandparent or a carer come along to our
friendly local group for a cuppa and a chat while the
wee ones play.
We meet every Monday morning in the Community
Wing of Alyth Primary School from
9.30am-11.30am.
£2 for the first child and £1 per additional child, this
includes as much tea/coffee as you can drink and a
snack for the children.

Call anytime for more information

Tel: 01828 640662, Mob: 07902 009177

Christine Churches
“The Pines”,
Meigle Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN

Treatment in the comfort of
your own home for:
• Nail Cutting
• Callus’ or Corns
• Fungal Infections or
Athletes Foot
• In-growing Toenails
For all your Foot-care
requirements contact:
Madeleine McIntosh
S.A.C Dip, FHPT FHPP
Registered Foot-health
Practitioner
01250 872005 or
mob 07904 382840

UTOPIA MOBILE THERAPY
SPORTS AND REMEDIAL
MASSAGE
BOWEN THERAPY
01250 870235 OR 0797 1141744
www.utopiamobiletherapy.com
jacqui@utopiamobiletherapy.com

To keep up to date with what's happening at the
group, join our Facebook page –
Strathmore Tots Playgroup.

Scottish Charity Number SCO44910

THE RIVERSIDE FOOT CLINIC
KIRSTY KNOTT & LAURA CHANDLOR

BSc (Hons) HPC
Registered Podiatrists
For all your foot care needs
OPEN MONDAY –SATURDAY
9.00.am-5.00 pm
Thursdays 9.00 am -1.00 pm

**HAIRDRESSER**
59 Airlie Street, Alyth.
Tel: 632097
Gi� Vouchers Available

Evening and home visits by appointment
36 Lower Mill Street Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ

01250 876057

A.Soutar
Woodburning And
Multi Fuel Stove Installations

NHS and Private Prescriptions

Cairndene Cortachy Road Kirriemuir DD8 4PU

Medicine Compliance Aids

TEL:01575 572875
E: A-Soutar@LIVE.co.uk
Services Include, Dry Appliance
Installation, Flexible Liners Installed,
Twin wall systems, Rigid Flue Systems,
Chimney Work And Many Other
Services!
For More Information don’t
hesitate to call!
Estimates Given

Long TermMedication Support
Minor Ailment Service
Smoking Cessation Service
Health Care Advice
Prescription Collection Service
9 Airlie Street, Alyth, PH11 8AH
01828 632302
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Hot weather makes watering a major concern
Summer has definitely arrived! After a mostly disappointing May and June, the
weather has turned decidedly hot and both people and plants are basking in the
heat. However, this makes watering a major concern for Alyth in Bloom. If you
could help by volunteering to keep a planter watered, please get in touch (phone
632479 or 632461). Volunteers are also needed to help with grass-cutting at the roundabout area – we have the equipment but not
enough bodies. PKC are cutting the grass again but infrequently and in between those times the flower beds there disappear from
view! Contact us if you can help.
Judging for the Garden Competition is about to take place on Saturday 16th July. There have been fewer entrants than in the past
but the standard will doubtless be high. Winners will be announced and trophies will be awarded.
Alyth in Bloom has won an award from the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Fund. The proposal submitted was a plan for sustainable
planting in the area at the junction of Airlie Street and Isla Road, where the three-tier planter is currently situated. The planter will
be re-sited and in its place shrubs, herbaceous perennials and a small tree will be planted, with the aim of providing interest all year
round, without constantly replanting. Alyth in Bloom will be working with PKC Greenspace to ensure our plans are suitable.
Meanwhile planning for Autumn planting is about to start – we have to keep one step ahead!

High Summer
August, ah August! Now we are truly in the hot season. For most of us summer has peaked: we are past the Solstice, and the
days are shortening. The flowers of spring have faded and gone. The yellow flag, brilliant a month ago, is passing. The foxgloves’
flowers are racing into bloom up their stems, leaving behind them pods in which the seeds, fertilised by bumblebees and others,
wait to ripen. Soon, the dry pods will split, and release the seeds to germinate, grow and flower in two years’ time.
(continued on page 9)
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Johnston Groundworks

S & C Garden Services

Concrete Specialist experienced
in Slabbing, Block Paving &
Driveway Projects
Drainage & Foundation
Works, Decking, Fencing &
Garden Reforming,
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Douglas Johnston on
01575 560248 by Alyth
07834518524

Grass Cutting, Seasonal Treatments,
Scarifying, Moss Control and Removal
Organic Pest Control, Weed Killer Application
Tidy Ups, Leaf Clearance, Hedge Trimming and
Fencing
All Garden Work Undertaken

Johnston.gworks@btinternet.com

Call Chris on 07706871477

Advertise your business in the Voice
advertising@alythvoice.co.uk
DRESSMAKING &
CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
to
Professional Standards
Alyth based
Call Mariya:

07707 877319
for a quote

Telephone 01828 650728 /
07885 949766 / 07809 387893
Commercial Cleaning
Domestic Cleaning
Holiday Cottage Cleaning
One Off Cleaning
New Build Cleaning
End of Tenancy Cleaning
Office Cleaning
The Bothy, 16 Keillor Steading,
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9FT

Clinical
Aromatherapist
Liz Jenkins - mifpa

Uses therapeutic massage and essential
oils to improve and maintain health.
Conditions which may benefit from aromatherapy:
Back/neck/muscle pain
Rheumatism and arthritis
Sleep disorders
Constipation
Headaches
Stress related illness
…and much more

No job too big or too small!

For more information or to book an appointment

Tel 01828 632141

Hodge Solicitors LLP

Accident
Claims
01250 874441
28 Wellmeadow, Blairgowrie.

JOHN SWINNEY
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for Perthshire North is here to help you.
You can contact John at 17-19 Leslie Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6AH

Tel. 01250 876576
email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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(continued from page 7)

Meadowsweet is blooming, along with a tumult of valerian, hogweed and its cousin angelica, in the tall herb meadows. Wild
raspberries are in fruit.
The growth phase of early summer may be past, but this is the time of the heat, present and to come. It seems that all prospects of
keeping global warming to that 1.5-degree limit are being abandoned, and our descendants will be lucky if it’s not more like three
degrees, so get ready for the big dipper.
SEPA put out a drought warning in June, and then again in July. It has been dry this summer, but not apparently as dry as some,
though windy, which increases desiccation. We had an early warning that all was not well when the overflow tank that feeds
Gauldswell and Fyal ran low. How could this be, and so early in the season? There were discussions. Surely, there must be a
catastrophic leak somewhere - but where? Our minds turned east eventually to the supply that feeds the Newton of Bamff. Andrew
had suggested that a damp patch of some years’ standing might be a leak, but whether from the water supply or an old choked field
drain it was impossible to say. Still, we should look for this pipe, intercept it, and make a repair.
We did find it - well I cut through it with the mini-digger: a much corroded ¾ inch copper pipe that had served for years without
giving obvious trouble, but which must have been leaking steadily unnoticed. Things must have got a bit too much for it, so
suddenly it gave way. The spurting burst of the fracturing pipe, as the digger shovel struck it, only made things worse back at the
main tank.
Andrew and John came over to discuss the situation, and be updated on our efforts. This led to clarity and priorities. First, we must
turn off the water pipe to the Newton at the pend in the home-farm steading. Easier said than done, as it turned out, given the risk
of fracturing that pipe in an effort to turn a stopcock, undisturbed for forty years. Jon Pennycook (a mainstay throughout this saga)
succeeded the next day. The water level in the main tank began to rise. Job done! But the Newton of Bamff was cut off from the
home supply. What next? Reconnection of the supply, of course, and then it turned out that a spring from Alyth Hill that acts as an
alternative supply for the Newton was still running, so they weren’t cut off, after all.
Next, John Ferguson exercised his skills with a mini-excavator to intercept water that was bypassing the gathering tank at our main
spring. In practice the spring was flowing well enough without the extra help but, as John said, we need to prepare ourselves for the
rigours to come.
You don’t miss the water till the well runs dry, or the forgotten pipe bursts. Neglect of infrastructure? The interdependence of
neighbours is a lesson to remember. I shall always remember the tap on our kitchen door and the appearance of Messrs. Andrew
Mitchell and John Ferguson, as Louise and I discussed the water supply, and considered what to do next. A problem shared….
Paul Ramsay

Notes from Alyth Musical Society: If you go
down to the woods today……
We would like to extend an invitation to members past, present
and (hopefully) future to join us at our Annual General Meeting
on Monday 8 August in the Ogilvie Rooms at 7:30pm to elect a
new committee and share some exciting news about the next
12 months.
th

In addition, Alyth Musical Society is delighted to confirm that we
will be continuing our Christmas tradition of offering a
community pantomime for December 2022. We are proud to
announce that this year’s production will be “Goldilocks and the
Twee Bears” which will run from 1 to 3 December at Alyth
Town Hall.
st

rd

The first taster session for
anyone interested in
taking part will be on
Monday 15 August in the
Ogilvie Rooms at 7.00pm.
th

As in previous years, 8-11
year-olds must be
accompanied by an adult
who is willing to
contribute. Please check
our Facebook page for
further details or email
alythms.info@gmail.com.
We look forward to
seeing you then - “Oh yes
we do!”
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Incredible result for
Kirk Shop
Alyth Parish Kirk Shop in Airlie
Street Hall raised £8,100 in 5½
days (43.5 hours) during the first
week in July - another incredible
result particularly given the current
challenges around cost of living.
The Kirk Shop committee (Audrey
Young, Ruth Jolly, Elasaidh
Mollison) extend their grateful
thanks to everyone who donated
goods or money, helped set up/put
away, helped throughout the week
in various guises... everyone
contributed in some way to
generate this amount for Alyth
Parish Church and it could not
have happened without the
generosity of so many.
Pic: Some of the volunteers once
Alyth Parish Kirk Shop was
cleared away for another year.

Game Square Update
Game Square have recently received
sponsorship from Café in the Square and a
micro-grant from the East Perthshire Action fund
for under-18s to attend Game Square and other
Game Square events free of charge.
Game Square also received a grant from the
Social Isolation and Loneliness Fund to run a
series of events up until the end of September to
help combat social isolation. This has so far
included two family games days and two
over-18s events.
Our upcoming events include an over-18s night
Friday August 5 and a Cyber Coffee Morning on
Saturday August 20 at Café in the Square
(more details below and see advert at right).
th

th

Game Square continues to run every Thursday
night at the Alyth Bowling & Tennis Club
between 6pm and 10pm. All kinds of gaming are
available including board games, card games,
Dungeons and Dragons, pool and video games.
The club is for all ages, under-13s must be
accompanied by an adult.
For our younger adventurers, our spin-off group
Square One runs every Wednesday evening
between 6:30pm and 8pm at the Alyth Youth
Partnership Hub. Suitable for ages 10+,
under-13s can leave their adults at home!
Cyber Coffee Morning
Game Square are hosting a Cyber Coffee
Morning on August 20 at Café in the Square
between 10am and noon. If you need any help
with your phones or laptops, Game Square
volunteers will be on hand to help. You can also
come down and chat over some coffee and
cake. All are welcome! Free to attend.
th
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Fun-filled summer so far for AYP
We've had a fun-filled summer so far with our young people enjoying a wide range of activities including den-building, a pond-dipping with Catherine from the Countryside Trust, a barbecue, outdoor sports with Caroline from Active Schools, bowling, mocktails
and movies, and of course Alyth's Got Talent! What a special night that was when so many young people took to the stage to share
their singing, dancing, drama and comedy. Huge congratulations to our winner, Katie Thomson, who impressed our esteemed
judging panel. However, it was a tough decision for them as every act put so much effort into their performance. I am very proud of
every one of them. Thank you so much to all of the people who worked tirelessly to set up, run the event, provide refreshments,
and of course tidy the hall afterwards. Rhiona was presented with her Young Citizen of the Year Award by Tam Thomson, which
was a proud moment for her and her family.
In August, we head off on our summer camp as well as enjoying a few days of kayaking before the young people go back to school.
Our weekly programme has been adjusted slightly, and this can be found on our social media and website.
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NOTICES

We are so pleased to
announce that OUR
CHURCH is now open
each Sunday for a
service between 11.00
am and 12 noon for all
who wish to attend.
.
www.alythparishchurch.org.uk
Tel: 01828 632 238

70 years of service – but
for how much longer?
Fast-forward 20 years to 2042. You
might be elderly, frail and in need of
transport to a hospital appointment.
Maybe you have no friends or
neighbours able to take you and you
can’t manage on local buses. You’ll
be very grateful that Alyth and District
Patient Transport Service is on hand
to help. ADPTS (also known as The
Samaritan Cars) has been providing
such a service since the 1950s! But if
we don’t get some new volunteer
drivers, it might not last until the day
you need it yourself.
So – if you have your own car, could
volunteer for a couple of journeys per
month (all expenses covered) and
value the Samaritan Cars as much as
current users do, please get in touch!!
Contact Co-ordinator Liz Gordon on
07599 220045 or email her on
alythpatienttransport@hotmail.com for
more information.
One day you’ll be glad you did!

Alyth and District Patient
Transport Service
Registered Charity No.
SCO47210

ST NINIAN’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
SERVICES
August 2022
Sun 7 August – 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 14th August – 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 21st August – 11:15 Eucharist
Sun 28th August – 11:15 Eucharist
th

All welcome: masks optional
Rector: Rev Kim Lafferty
Tel: 01250 872715
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com
Further info: see Church
noticeboard or contact:
Carol Renwick 01828 640591 /
07792 240366
Church website:
www.abcsaints.co..uk
Facebook: ABC Saints, Perthshire

ROMAN
CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Saturday Vigil
6.30pm and
Sundays
11am
St Stephen’s
Bank Street
Blairgowrie

Sundays
9.30am
St Luan’s,
Alexandra Street
Alyth

www.st-stephens-blairgowrie.co.uk
Please check website for any
changes or telephone 01250 872171
to speak to the Parish Priest

Ogilvie Rooms
Please note there is a new
phone number for Tina
Tripney, the contact for
booking the Ogilvie Rooms:
01828 633337

Alyth Library
23 Airlie Street
Tel: 01828 632731

alythlibrary@culturepk.org.uk
Alyth Library has reopened for browsing,
to collect pre-ordered books and to drop
off books. We also have an A4
photocopier and hearing aid ba�eries.
Our new hours are:
Thursday: 1400 - 1800
Friday: 0900 - 1200
Saturday: 0930 - 1230
Blairgowrie Library is open for browsing, to
collect pre-ordered books and drop off books.
Tues: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1900
Wed/Thurs: 0930 - 1300, 1330 - 1730
Fri: 0830 - 1400
Sat: 0930 – 1300
You can still download free e-books and e-audio
books from:

www.culturepk.org.uk
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Alyth & Blairgowrie
Camera Club
We have a monthly programme of visits to
sites of photographic interest through the
Summer. Resuming with our new
evening programme for 2022-23 on
Tuesday 30th August 2022, at 7.00pm, in
St Catharine’s Hall, George Street,
Blairgowrie.
Club evenings include slideshows of
images taken by members, practical
sessions and tutorials, guest speakers,
competitions with external judges, and
club projects both internal and external.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
COME ALONG AND GIVE US A TRY –
For more information please see our new
website: https://www.abccameraclub.com
From this website you can link directly to
our Facebook page which will have
details of any changes to our planned
programme of meetings and site visits.

NOTICES
Alyth Senior Ci�zens’
Lunch and Socialising Club
Could you help us?
The Voice only appears thanks to a small team of
volunteers who compile, edit, design and lay out the
content, and manage the advertising and accounts,
plus a larger group of ‘Voiceteer’ delivery volunteers
who make sure each household in the town gets its
copy every month.

Dates for the Lunch Club are as follows:
Monday 29th August
Monday 26th September
Monday 17th October
Monday 31st October
Monday 14th November
Monday 28th November

We’d love to have more people on board to share the
load and make the Voice even better. If you think you
could help with any of the above activities, please
get in touch via the contact details on the back page.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Airlie Street Hall, Alyth @ 12.30
A warm welcome awaits all our members and if
you have not previously a�ended come along and
enjoy a plate of homemade soup and a roll with
lots of opportunity to socialise and have a chat.

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 200 Club
(Thanks to Flo McNeil for drawing the July winners)

July 2022 (Draw No. 219)

£2.50 for Lunch

1st - £50 - No 7 – Clare Carmichael
2nd - £30 - No 197 – Louise Donaldson
3rd - £20 - No 77 – Lynne Fleming

BLAIRGOWRIE ROTARY
COFFEE MORNING

Many thanks to everyone who has renewed their membership of
the 200 Club. It’s heartening to have so many supporters of the
Alyth Christmas Lights.

SATURDAY 27TH AUGUST 10AM TO 12 NOON
AIRLIE STREET HALL, ALYTH
SALES TABLE; RAFFLES; TOMBOLA
Donations of Cake, Candy, Jams, Chutney, Fruit, Veg,
Raffle & Tombola prizes etc can be made on the day or
to Grant Findlay 07889 071746 beforehand.
ALL WELCOME - ENTRY TO INCLUDE
REFRESHMENTS £1.50
In aid of Local & International Rotary charities

ALYTH COFFEE CYCLE
We pedal in search of coffee and cake every Wednesday morning.
If this sounds like a good idea please join us. We meet in Alyth
Square at 10 am wintertime, and 9.30 am summertime.
Find us on Facebook at The Alyth Coffee Cycle.
Phone/text Chris 07535434704 or just turn up.

Rotary Club of The Angus Glens

Folk Music Evening
With Derek Richardson, founder member of On The
Wagon Band.
Vocalist/mul�-instrumentalist. Tradi�onal &
Contemporary Folk, & much more.
Kilry Village Hall, PH11 8HS
Friday 9th September, 7.30pm
Light Supper, Bar, Raffle, Dancing
All Welcome
Tickets £15; (inc. supper). Contact: 01575 560252 or
Carol�ll56@gmail.com
All Profits for Rotary Interna�onal Charitable Causes.
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STRIDE FOR LIFE
ALYTH GROUP
Stride for Life is a walking project providing
FREE led walks for individuals in their
community. The group meets on the
Market Square by the Burn. Our walks last
approximately 45-50 minutes.Walking is a
great way to keep active and make you
feel better.
We think it's much more fun walking in a
group and enjoying a good old blether! On
average we have about 20 walkers so why
not come and join us? There is no need to
book, just turn up on the day! Tuesdays at
1.30pm on Square by the Burn
Linda Messer

958498 (Walk Leader)

Peter Robertson

632674 (Walk Leader)

Marja & Tom Dalziel 633032 (Walk Leader)
Meg & Jim Muir 07842 051599(Walk Leader)
John Eggleston

633965 (Walk Leader)

JOCK OF ALL TRADES
• Renovations/home
improvements.
• Minor vehicle servicing
and detailing.
• Garden maintenance.
• Property repairs.
• Installations.
For all enquiries please
contact Jock on mobile
07985492150

MURDO FRASER MSP
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE
For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990 or write to him at
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
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Libraries
Cultural Connections – Stitching Stories
Come along to Alyth Library and learn how to quilt, make new friendships, and
discover the fantastic historical story of local traveller Belle Stewart. Using Belle's
story, participants will learn patchwork quilting and embroidery. Over eight weeks, a
quilt will be produced, with the finished article going on display in local libraries and become a part of the collection held at Perth
Museum and Art Gallery! All equipment will be provided, and local craftspeople June and Karen will give expert knowledge.
Admission: By donation, pay what you can afford (suggested donation £5 per week). Tickets are available on Eventbrite (https://
bit.ly/3Mb2JT9) or at Alyth Library.
Dates: August: Thursday 18th and 25th / 5:30pm – 7:30pm.
September: Thursday 1st, 7th, 14th, 21st and 29th / 5:30pm – 7:30pm.
October: Thursday 6th / 5:30pm – 7:30pm.
Summer Reading Challenge
For this year's Summer Reading Challenge, the Reading Agency has teamed up with the Science Museum Group for an incredibly
special science-themed challenge that will inspire kids to use their imagination and creativity! Gadgeteers will feature amazing
books, awesome rewards, and plenty of ideas for cool experiments and activities to discover the science all around you. There's
still plenty of time to pop into your local library to sign up for the challenge and get reading!
Alyth Library opening hours:

Thursday: 2pm – 6pm
Friday: 9am – 12pm
Saturday: 9.30am – 12.30pm

The library is closed Sunday – Wednesday.

01828 632731 / alythlibrary@culturepk.org.uk

Museums
Alyth Museum is open Thursdays - to Sundays until late September. This summer has seen the exciting launch of the Cateran
Ecomuseum hub, a "Museum Without Walls" at Alyth Museum. Visitors to the museum will be inspired by the diverse heritage and
culture of the Cateran Ecomuseum area, set within a creative and engaging space. Upstairs you can find out about the
Ecomuseum – its people, places, and landscapes. At the same time, downstairs, you can enjoy some of the stories from the
Ecomuseum. Then you can step outside and explore the Cateran Ecomuseum area for yourself. Admission is by donation,
Thursday and Friday, 1pm-5pm.; Saturday and Sunday. 10am–12pm / 1pm–5pm. The museum is closed Monday – Wednesday.

Update from Alyth River Keepers:
The River Keepers co-leads, Clare Cooper and Jane Wilkinson,
have been chasing Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) for some
time now to establish the status of the new Management Plan
for the Den‘o’Alyth. PKC closed its consultation with the
community in April 2021, and the River Keepers were advised
that the draft would be released for comment in January 2022.
But the latest update from PKC landscape architect Annabelle
O’Connell is as follows: "The update from the Management
Plan side of things is that we have just received the engineer’s
report that we commissioned last month with a site visit, to
identify the options we have before us to best tackle the
substantial landslides situation in the upper Den where a
section of the footpath is closed. With these options, the pros
and cons are also presented for consideration. This is now
going to be incorporated into the overall strategy and actions
list in the Management Plan; we can then proceed with the
consultation to key stakeholders and local community groups
initially, then the wider public.”
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Jubilee Baking and Arts Competition took place in Alyth
on Saturday 18th June 2022, and was a great success!
The Alyth & District Agricultural Show Jubilee-themed Baking and Art Industrial competitions and strawberry tea was held in Alyth
Bowling Club on our traditional show day. We got a beautiful day and a good number of competition entries. Judging was held prenoon, before opening to spectators to view the entries and enjoy home baking and delicious strawberries, kindly donated by
Marshall Farm. Thank you to our sponsors G A Davidson, J W Wheatley, GRM Podiatry, Aberbothrie Farms, Angus Forbes
Photographer, Something Special Flowers, JH Stewart Haughend Farm, Jonathan Treffry Installations and visitors we were able to
stage this section of the show and raise funds. The winners were presented with their trophies and prizes to wrap-up the day.
Results:

Tasker Cup (Overall Points winner)
Isla Cup (Most points in Baking & Produce)
MMM Shield (Most points in Baking Section)
Balloch Shield (Most points in Produce Section)
Muir Shield (Most points in Floral Art Section)
Hobbies Shield (Most points in Handicraft Section)
Tullymurdoch Shield (Most points in photography)

Elizabeth Boyne
Jean Fotheringham
Marion Ross
Jean Fotheringham
Elizabeth Boyne
Elizabeth Boyne
Gail Robertson

Catalogue Front Cover competition, the kids from Alyth Primary School showed off their artistic skills in our popular catalogue cover
competition. Results: Overall Winner: Anna Robb; Reserve: Cailidh Thomson-Baxter.
Unfortunately, the full show didn’t run this year. Covid was still making things uncertain at turn of the year, and we didn’t know until
March that it might be feasible but such a short lead time left us no wiggle room to overcome the challenges and no opportunities
for fund-raising. Key groups and people were unavailable due to other events and commitments. The infrastructure costs have
risen by around a third, which we felt we couldn’t pass on to the ticket price.
For those not familiar with Alyth & District Agricultural Show, it is a one-day local agricultural show started in the 1940s. The
nearest similar shows are Kirriemuir to the east and Aberfeldy to the west. The Jubilee Park used to be the venue until around 30
years ago, when surrounding housing developments meant it could no longer safely host all the people, animals and parking for the
Show. Thereafter, it rotated between Aberbothrie, Balloch, Haliburton and Muriton farms. It is currently staged at Bogles field,
Blairgowrie, a large flat field with two-way road access, plus space for modern stock lorries and horse boxes to manoeuvre.
Heartened by the messages of support we’ve already received, we plan to regroup, fund-raise and gather support for hosting a full
Show in 2023. We would be delighted to hear from you if you are interested in joining our Committee or just wanted to be a friend
of the Show and take a support role on the day; please contact alythshow@gmail.com

Full Results: (** Most outstanding Exhibit)
Baking
Category

1st

2nd

3rd

Rock Buns

Jean Fotheringham

Gail Robertson

George King

Cherry Loaf

Jean Fotheringham

Marion Ross

Nicola Masterton

Plat Jubilee Cupcake

Laura Carnegie **

Ruth King

Lemon & Poppyseed muffins

Marion Ross

Nicola Masterton

Laura Carnegie

Custard Creams

Marion Ross

Laura Carnegie

Trish Wheatley

Crunchie Chocolate Biscuit

Gail Robertson

Marion Ross

Karen Blakemore

Arrangement in Teapot

Elizabeth Boyne

Gail Robertson

Marion Ross

Small is Beautiful

Elizabeth Boyne

Fiona Dickens

Plat Jubilee Celebration

Gail Robertson **

Floating Flowers

Elizabeth Boyne

Gail Robertson

Ruth King

Jug of garden flowers

Elizabeth Boyne

Fiona Dickens

Jean Fotheringham

Trauma Teddy

Jean Fotheringham

Elizabeth Boyne

Christine Ferguson

Plat Jubilee Wreath

Elizabeth Boyne

Marion Ross

Cross s�tch card

Gail Robertson **

Elizabeth Boyne

Farm Animal – Knit/Crochet

Marion Ross **

Nicola Masterton

Elizabeth Boyne

Pain�ng of a castle

Nicola Masterton

Karen Hicks

Jennifer Smith

Floral Art

Handicrafts
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Produce
Lemon & Lime Marmalade

Jean Fotheringham

Tablet

Jean Fotheringham

Jennifer Smith

George King

Apple Crumble

Marion Ross

Trish Wheatley

Jean Fotheringham

Sourdough loaf

Gregor MacIntyre

Sausage Rolls

Claire Lindsey

Laura Carnegie

Jean Fotheringham

Vegetable Crisps

George King **

Photography
Category

1st

2nd

3rd

Scottish Coastal Scene

Gail Robertson

Jackie MacIntyre

Trish Wheatley

Running Water

Elizabeth Boyne

Liz Crossley-Davies

Gail Robertson

Farming Yesteryear

Liz Crossley_Davies
Gail Robertson

A Dog

Gail Robertson**

Trish Wheatley

Peter Mitchell

View through a Bridge

Gail Robertson
Claire Lindsay

Motorised Vehicle

Christopher Ross

Peter Ross

Liz Crossley-Davies

Colouring Picture (Pre-School)

Lola Carnegie

Lily Mitchell

Decorated Boiled Egg (Pre-school)

Lily Mitchell

Colouring Picture (P1-3)

Susannah Smith

Flowers in Jam Jar (P1-3)

Liam Andrew

Shoe Box Castle (P1-3)

Liam Andrew

Castle picture (P4-7)

Olivia Andrew

Flowers in jam Jar (P4-7)

Gemma Stewart
Olivia Andrew

Childrens

Holly Carnegie
Liam Andrew
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It was a fantastic day at
theAlyth Market on 23
July. More than 40 stalls
and attractions took over
the Square for four hours,
with hundreds of people
coming along to see the
goodies and enjoy the fun.
Several stalls sold out,
and all agreed it was too
good not to do again, A
highlight of the day was
the official opening of the
refurbished Burnside
(right). See you all again
for the Christmas Market!
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SILVIE AND RUTHVEN SWI NEWS

Alyth lads in Royal Navy football team

The last meeting of the session was a trip to Arbroath Harbour
in June. The morning started lovely and bright , and we set off
in high spirits. The drive was pleasant with the rich, verdant
countryside showing the benefit of the recent heavy
downpours. On arrival at the harbourside our treasurer, Marion
Ross, pointed out our lunch destination and we all set off to
explore.
There were many vessels tied up in the harbour. A visit to the
museum was very informative and carried on the theme:
apparently there are still 28 ships working out of the harbour,
setting out lobster and crab creels as well as servicing the
renowned Arbroath smokie industry,
A bit of shopping, then off to the The Old Boatyard Restaurant
at the front for an excellent lunch. Due to illness our President,
Rona, was unable to attend and Vice President Cathy
welcomed us. Top of the pick off the menu was fish and chips,
with Knickerbocker Glory a favourite sweet.
Some of the members decided to buy a pair of Arbroath
Smokies, luckily vacuum sealed so no odours wafting through
the bus en-route home! On arrival back in Alyth all agreed it
had been a very enjoyable and successful day out.
The session starts again on Tuesday 13th September at 7pm
in Alyth Bowling Club with a “Getting to know you” meeting as
the first of a varied programme of talks, demonstrations and
outings. If you would like to join us please come along or for
further details talk to one of our members or president Rona
Nicolson on 01828632671

This photograph was taken in 1963 and shows a football team
with three Alyth lads in it - Jim Mann, Dave Richmond and
Stuart Farquharson. The team represented HMS Excellent, a
Royal Navy weapons training establishment on Whale Island in
Portsmouth Naval Base. The team played the Royal Fleet Air
Arm Lossiemouth in the semi-final of the Royal Navy Cup (we
lost 1 - 0).
The three Alyth lads were on different courses at that period of
time. The establishment contained thousands of naval
personnel from all parts of the UK. For three of the team to
come from a wee place like Alyth is a unique occasion and
definitely worth a mention in the Alyth Voice!

Pet Care Services

07933 705 476
01828 633 998
Based in Alyth
gordon@kittywoof.com
www.kittywoof.com
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STRATHMORE
OPEN STUDIOS
26 -29 AUGUST
10AM/5PM
Explore the creative workings of more than 30 artists and makers in and
around the Strathmore Valley. From fineart paintings and prints, to
glass and ceramic work. Thereʼs also fabric based design, wood
carving and stone sculptures to discover.
Visit yourlocal artists and makers this August and support our local
talent.
From Friday the 26thto Monday the 29th,thereʼs something here for
everyone.
For more information, scan the QR code at right and findus at:
strathmoredesign.co.uk/sos
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Janet
Brellisford

Mary 7
Conacher

Maïté 1
Allwood
knotty but nice

@knotty_but_nice

Jud
2
Pollock

conacher.mk@gmail.com

Jilly
14
Henderson

8
Stewart
Graham

Tea with Jud
teawithjud.com

sunnybankart.com

Olivia 3
van Hooft
Art

9

Mary 4
Meldrum
Brown
@mmbArts721

Eileen
Clason

5

itsonlynatural@hotmail.co.uk

Kristine 6
Blackbourn
www.rakubyk.com

rakubyk

Jillyhendersonartist

Lorna
15
Radbourne

Cornelia
Weinmann

@oliviavanhooftart

jan@frazer-b.myzen.co.uk

corneliaweinmanndesign.com

@catrionastudiodesign

16

Neil 10
Paterson

Leonie
Garrett

patersonstonecarving.co.uk

scottishpotters.org/artists/

Maria 11
Nordgren

Lynne
Fleming

momentumpottery.co.uk

17

_lynnefleming_art

12

Christine
Flynn

Ron
18
Dickens
Wildlife Art

christine.flynn@rocketmail.com

rondickens.co.uk
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Jonathan
Mitchell

19

25

Mairi
Ewen

Tom
Wallace

GlamisGallery

CreativeWood

jonathanmitchellartworks.com

Lesley
Garside

mairiewen5@gmail.com
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Annie
McLean

Manus
McGinty

Ainetheon
Arts

lesleygarside.co.uk

ainetheonarts.co.uk

Kerstin 21
Robb
Ceramics

Elizabeth
Watson

GlamisGallery

22

Donna
Balfour

27

Lesley
Barnett

@brookelands22

elliefiddesartist
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Jennifer
Alford

33

@blacktulipknits

Heather 28
Wadsworth

GlamisGallery

32

www.manusmcginty.co.uk

ElizabethWatson

piggleliggle@outlook.com

Graham
Wands

tomwallace@btinternet.com
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GlamisGallery

Ellie
Fiddes

31

34

@bylesleyknits
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Sam
Kennedy

RemakeRelove

35

GlamisGallery

jenniferalfordceramics

grahamwands.wordpress.com

samkennedy.studio
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roz.arno@btinternet.com

mailtricia_brown@btinternet.com
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Strathmore Open Studios will fill the void
left by the absence of Alyth Creates and
Perthshire Open Studios this year. More
than 35 artists at a variety of different
locations from Coupar Angus to Glamis
via Alyth and other points in between will
be exhibit ing their work and sharing their
enthusiasm for their craft, including fine
art, textile work, stone carving, pottery
and wood-carving and more. At some
locations there will be an opportunity to
see some work in progress and event try
your hand at, for example, Raku firing,
Gelli printing, block printing,
Find artist venues from the numbers on
the map. Scan the QR code or visit the
website to find addresses, phone
numbers and postcodes to use with
google maps to find your next venue and
choose your event.
All the participating artists are really
enthusiastic about this venture and
looking forward to seeing you. Look at
the map, plan a route and make the most
of this exciting opportunity!

Newtyle

Angus

Support your local creatives today!
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Providing free support for small
businesses, social enterprises
and the self-employed in rural
Perthshire

1-1 advice ~ online learning ~ networking
events ~ mentoring ~ business directory ~
grant funding for young people ~ and more

www.growbiz.co.uk
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Alyth Golf Club powers on!
The golf club powers on at pace during this very busy
summer period. The Gents and Ladies Club
Championships reached their finale over this period.
Gents Scratch Winner: Gordon Kidd
Handicap Winner: Paul Smith
The Ladies Club Championship Silver Scratch Winner: Zoe Davidson
Bronze Scratch Winner: Fran Gibson
Handicap Winner: Eileen Houston
The Youth Coaching scheme under the tutorship of Ethan Hurst, our Assistant Pro,
successfully continues. There are 45 potential ‘Champions’ going through their paces.
Block 4 of the coaching commences on the 12th August, with one or two spaces still
available for booking.
Starting on the 4th of July, there was a highly successful Scottish Mixed Pairs Open,
held on the Strathmore valley courses. Registration was at Alyth on Sunday the 3rd, with a first round held over the Alyth course on
the following day Monday 4th. There were 240 couples from all over the UK and beyond. The matches were played over Alyth,
Strathmore, Landsdown, Forfar and Kirriemuir. The weather was kind to the competitors, with a winning Dutch couple, now in their
15th year of attending the tournament. This fantastic event brings a lot of tourism and income into the region and highlights the
very high quality of our course here at Alyth.
Selected winning results, with the presentations hosted here at Alyth, with the club house having a very busy evening.
Overall Handicap Winners: Wil and Tony Appel from Westfriese Golf Club, Oudorp, Netherlands
Senior Section: John Black and Barbara Previn from Uphall, Broxburn, Scotland
Super Senior Section (Over 70): Eric Rix and Elizabeth Wood from Brancepeth, County Durham, England.
As mentioned earlier in the Ladies results, Zoe Davidson was a winner….at only 15 years of age, becoming Ladies Champion
shows she is without a doubt an emerging talent here at Alyth.

ALYTH GOLF CLUB
20% Off For New Members !
27 Hole Membership - £504
18 Hole Membership - £460
Glenisla 9 Hole Membership - £228
MEMBERSHIP VALID UNTIL 31.12.22

Flexible Membership - £160

(Allows Play For Handicap Purposes & Entry to
Certain Competitions)
For more information email: info@alythgolfclub.co.uk call 01828 632268 opt.3
*This offer is available to those who have not been a member in the past 2 years.

25

Ewan McLean
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Serving our local community for 18 years

Please leave a message for Ewan on

07711 334203
ewanamclean@gmail.com
I can provide all your chimney maintenance needs in
Alyth, Kirriemuir and surrounding areas.
Qualified in Chimney Sweeping and Advanced Fault
Finding

RSVP. JACKIE@WEB.NET

01828 632492
AIR CON SERVICING*MOT TESTING*
SERVICING * DIAGNOSTICS*

KEEP YOUR COOL & GET SET
FOR SUMMER DRIVING.
AIR CON SERVICING NOW
AVAILABLE.
Serving the Local Community since 1960
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Scouts update: tent-pitching and barbecue before Summer break-up
Putting the “out” in Scouting always provides a challenge. As part of our winter programme, we had incorporated how to pitch and
strike our hike tents.... and all was well. This led us into a false sense of security that we were good at it ..and all was not well. To
be fair there was a howling wind when we pitched the tents at the survival camp and a set of completely exhausted Scouts when
we packed them up at the end of camp. Nothing else for it but an evening in the open on this very topic. The residents of Meigle
Road must have thought there was an invasion when we rolled up on the Market Muir and set up camp for the evening. What was
encouraging was the number of passersby that waved as we endeavoured to complete the task. Next time we do it we should sell
tickets!
It is always heartening to see new members join the movement and the Cubs invested five new members. The Cub Leaders are
highly organised with this procedure by inviting parents and having everything in place. By the time this procedure is adopted by
the Scout section a more anarchic process, which reminds me that I still have one Scout to invest – where’s my diary?
The end of June saw the Sections break up for the holidays and by complete coincidence we had a common theme of a barbecue
to wind up the proceedings. To complete these events, the trailer was packed with equipment which was transported to the
location when required. The Explorers were by far the most casual. Complete with gas barbecue borrowed from one of the
Leaders, this proved to be a relaxed evening with a highly social atmosphere. The Scouts were next and the contrast could not
have been more extreme. Each patrol lit their own fire and the frying pans were forced into action. We have several of these
utensils which are all of dubious vintage, but suitable for use and abuse on wood fires. They are all the complete opposite of nonstick and the main challenge at the end of the evening was not so much getting them clean as at least removing some layers of
ground in charcoal . Unfortunately the good weather did not hold for the Cub barbecue, so the chuck wagon returned the
equipment to the hut for another session. We were particularly pleased to have Rev Mike Erskine join us for the evening, this
being his first visit undertaken following his illness. The hut was soon filled with the aroma of sausages drifting into every corner,
quickly followed by a stampede of Cubs for the “eats”.
Report on summer camp will have to follow – watch this space.
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7 Market Square, Alyth
01828 958040
Coffee - Meals - Take-away
- Ice-cream
Dog friendly
With ample parking in front of the Café and
our new relaxed coffee lounge including a
small play area for the little ones we really
have all you can wish for right here at Café
in the Square, including: Barista coffee,
speciality teas, milkshakes, ice-cold drinks
and ice-cream.
Homemade soup and freshly prepared
meals, salad bar and yummy cakes,
pancakes, tray-bakes & scones!
Full wheelchair access, toilets and baby
change. We even offer free WiFi and USB
charging points!
Open Monday to Saturday 10-4
Closed Sunday

KIRRIEMUIR AERIAL
SERVICES
All types of Aerial and satellite
Supply, Installation and repairs
undertaken.
Freeview / Freesat / Sky / TV
mounting / Multiroom TV points.
Tidy Job inside and out
guaranteed.
For free estimates
Call John Soutar 01575 572875

Removals
&
Interiors
Est. 1871

f
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IT’S GOING TO BE BRAW!
Artists and creatives in Blairgowrie and Rattray will share local tales through music, art,
photography, crafts and storytelling this summer as part of the celebrations for
Scotland’s Year of Stories.
The sessions, which take place throughout August, are being held as part of the fifth
annual It’s BRAW (Blairgowrie and Rattray Arts for Wellbeing) Festival and have been
supported by the Year of Stories 2022 Community Stories Fund. It’s BRAW runs
throughout the year and aims to highlight the wealth of creative talent in the area and
support the wellbeing of people by providing opportunities to participate in arts, crafts,
music and drama activities.
Now in its fifth year, it will culminate in a packed month-long programme of activities, encouraging people to try out new skills and
hobbies while at the same time giving professional artists the option to showcase their skills. Inspired by nature and the area’s rich
cultural heritage, there will be music events telling the history of the famous Berryfields of Blair, an accessible walk along the River
Ericht which flows through Blairgowrie and Rattray with wildlife and plantlife experts, storytelling workshops about the historic – and
rumoured to be haunted – Newton Castle, nature videography and photography workshops and several creative skills sessions.
A number of other events are also taking place in the town throughout the It’s BRAW showcase month. The Rattray Arts Festival,
which this year will be held on 27-28 August, celebrates the talent and skills of artists with an annual exhibition of work and will
feature hundreds of original paintings and selected designs by sculptors, jewellers, silversmiths, stained glass artists, potters and a
weaver. As well as the exhibition, there will be workshops over the weekend run by artists.
There will also be a chance to enjoy several performances by award-winning local amateur dramatic group, the Blairgowrie Players.
On Sunday, August 14 , there will be an opportunity to enjoy afternoon tea while solving a murder mystery, An Englishman in New
York, and then on Friday, September 9 , and Saturday, September 10 the youth section of the group will be performing Dracula:
The Final Countdown? in Blairgowrie Town Hall.
th

th

th

The team behind the month-long celebration of arts, crafts, drama and music is looking forward to what they say is going to be “a
braw month filled with workshops, exhibitions, demonstrations, live music, theatre and more”. The celebration of the area’s cultural
heritage and biodiversity through the arts is open to everyone and aims to encourage people to get involved and maybe try
something new. This event has been supported by the Year of Stories 2022 Community Stories Fund. This fund is being delivered
in partnership between VisitScotland and Museums Galleries Scotland with support from National Lottery Heritage Fund thanks to
National Lottery players. For further details and to book a place at any of the events, please visit the website at www.itsbraw.scot

BLINDS, CURTAINS
& FLOORING
Fitting Service Available

01250 872361 | shop@jjhowe.co.uk | www.howesinteriors.uk
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Still more recycling & re-using!
Local Soroptimist Jean Campbell knows that many people are in
need, for one reason or another. She also knows that too much
is sent to landfill and that we must recycle/re-use items which
have plenty of life left in them! Thankfully there are many likeminded people who donate items to her for onward
dissemination.
Jean says a big THANK YOU to family, friends, neighbours,
Thrifty One & the Kirk Sale all of whom donated either
household items, baby & young children’s items and/or clothing,
sleeping bags and gents clothing for onward dissemination to
Starter Packs, Perth, Buttons and Bows, Perth and Churches
Action for the Homeless (CATH) Day Centre. She says that all
those who donated are wonderful!
Photographs show Jean handing over baby items, including
beautiful hand knitted cardigans & jumpers from ladies in Alyth
and Meigle, to Buttons and Bows founder Caroline (at right), and Jean handing over eight sleeping bags and men’s clothing to staff
at the CATH Day Centre (below left).
All of these items will be put good use!
Jean Campbell continues her recycling
efforts and once again she is supporting
the recycling of lightly used bras! With
many thanks to friends, family,
neighbours and Thrifty One (Alyth) who
give bras and new pants to Jean for
Smalls for All, West Lothian, a Scottish
charity which disseminates them across
Africa and more recently within the UK.
The photograph at right shows Jean
handing over 640 bras and 393 pairs of
new pants to Marian, a volunteer with
Smalls for All.
If you want to find out more about
Soroptimist International see
www.sigbi.org

GrowBiz: Providing Support in Difficult Times
At a time when many rural businesses are concerned about
increasing costs, large overheads, staffing issues and making ends
meet, GrowBiz is here to help. Since all GrowBiz contractors also run
their own businesses, the community-based organisation is uniquely
placed to provide practical advice and support.
GrowBiz events for July included a learning session on reducing
energy bills by going green and a ‘sales’ focussed session of the XChange networking event, discussing how to find new
customers, retain current ones and increase income. Further helpful and topical events are lined up for August. GrowBiz events
are interactive, with opportunities to ask questions and share experiences.
If you have a specific query about your business, or want to chat to someone in a confidential 1-1 environment, join an online
Thursday afternoon drop in session to talk to a GrowBiz Enterprise Facilitator, or get in touch at connect@growbiz.co.uk to book
another time that suits you. Enterprise Facilitators can also talk you through funding opportunities and help you make an
application.
Stay up-to-date with funding options and other opportunities by signing up to the fortnightly GrowBiz newsletter, or visit the website
at www.growbiz.co.uk/news
The GrowBiz mentoring programme, which has recently been reaccredited with the SMN Quality Standard, provides wrap-around
support, with no fixed timescale, to help you develop the confidence and skills to allow your business to thrive. If you’d like to find
out more about becoming a mentor or mentee, visit www.growbiz.co.uk/free-mentoring-service
Find out about GrowBiz free services at www.growbiz.co.uk
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THE CONFIDENCE
TO SMILE AGAIN

Filling the gaps and saying goodbye to dental
problems for good with our fully comprehensive
Implants Solutions that will restore your smile
and give you your conﬁdence back.

Scan the QR code to
book an appointment

YOUR IMPLANTS OPTIONS AT INFINITYBLU:

0%

FINANCE
AVAILABLE
Full Arch Implants
New teeth in just a
few hours

Single Implant

Multiple Implants Implant Retained
Dentures

FREE consultation for all our existing patients

For further information call us on 0333 305 0886
PITLOCHRY | AUCHTERARDER | DUNKELD | CRIEFF | ALYTH | CALLANDER | DUNS | KILLIN | PEEBLES

...or visit us online www.inﬁnitybludental.co.uk
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Strathmore Men's Shed
As many wives, partners and mothers know, sometimes a man needs to
hear something a few times before he actually hears it! So I make no
apologies for giving our Shed history again. Just over six years ago, a few
men in the area arranged an exploratory meeting in the Reccie to gauge the
interest in a Men's Shed opening up. Without any enticement, about 40 men
turned up showing that there was an interest, which was a great encouragement. Shortly afterwards, we started to meet up in Wisecraft and numbers
grew quickly to about a dozen and a half coming most Tuesdays. Virtually
nobody knew each other so there was a lot of jostling, collisions and
increasingly good humoured banter with relationships developing. Unfortunately, the premises were limited in size and availability for socialising and
for workshop facilities but still more men came with some dropping out sadly
because the workshop was not suitable for individual or group projects. It
became an evening that we looked forward to - as did our wives and
partners!
We then moved to our present premises next to the Lime Tree in Coupar
Angus, still meeting Tuesdays 1800-2100 with a better workshop and social
area and with opportunities to meet as often as we want - even 25/7. We
started having open-air meetings during covid (see "Blairgowrie - my kind of
town on BBC iplayer) then we slowly got back to normal plus adding Saturday morning breakfast every two weeks. The size of our
premises is still less than what we believe is needed to meet the needs of men in our wide area so if you know of anywhere and are
interested in developing our Shed you are welcome to come and add your tuppence worth - or just come and enjoy.
The photo is of a farewell meal for Edwin Petrie, one of our founder members, who is off to Australia with his wife Elizabeth to join
family there and to join a Shed (Men's Shed started down-under). He received a wooden vase with flowers all made by one of our
men, Bill Meikle. Apologies for the photo of a bunch of grumpy looking men - I can assure you that it is not the norm.

Eric Galloway
Blue Skies Green Spaces
As I sit here writing this on the hottest day of the year so far, I have a bit of a cheek banging on about the benefits of gardening. I’m
doing more sitting (and sweating), procrastinating and planning than actual gardening as I progress through my usual ‘where do I
start’ to my inevitable ‘oh well, it’s good for the wildlife’. My ground elder is in flower and the insects love it!
The Royal Horticultural Society published the results of a survey involving 8,000 people last year showing that wellbeing scores
were significantly higher and stress levels lower in gardeners than those of non-gardeners. It is increasingly acknowledged that
gardens and green spaces contribute to better physical, social and mental health with the NHS even including gardening in their
new ‘social prescribing’ plan.
The benefits from being more sociable and active are obvious but did you know that some of the bacteria in soil is
thought help improve our immune system? These bacteria with the fancy
name Mycobacterium vaccae, activate serotonin in the brain (a natural mood
stabilizer) and infection-fighting white blood cells. Exposure to this harmless
soil bacterium trains the immune system to concentrate on destroying
pathogens that can cause us illness and disease.
I can’t leave out the benefits of growing your own lovely fruit and vegetables
too. There’s nothing more satisfying than eating your own produce and
increasing our plant food intake is widely known to reduce the risk of heart
disease and provides our bodies with a plethora of vitamins, minerals and
fibre. Rhubarb for example contains high levels of calcium – who knew?!
We are lucky in our area to be surrounded by so many beautiful green spaces
and I urge you to get your hands or feet dirty in them. Just standing bare foot
on the grass will do. And if you fancy looking at this year’s bumper crop of
ground elder and nettles – you know where to find me!
Hoping August finds you barefoot and happy,

Sue Wyles
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www.resoluteit.co.uk

Technical Support Services

Looking to buy a new computer?
Want advice on purchasing or
developing your Business I.T.
Infrastructure?
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?
Tired of Call Centres/going back to the
store?
We Offer Home & Office Visits!
(**Discount Available for Senior
Citizens**)
Resolute I.T. provide a wide range of
computer services including: Repairs
& Upgrades; Virus & Spyware
Removal; Network Solutions &
Broadband Support
E: info@resoluteit.co.uk

M: 07961 879239

Based in
- Meigle -

David Scott Ltd
Simon Bogle

LAPTOP & PC REPAIR SERVICES FOR
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS
Repairs - Maintenance - Upgrades - Broadband
Setup - New & Used Computer Sales - Tuition Web Design

Tel: 01575 560466 Mob: 07732 524139
www.airliecomputers.co.uk
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Sunday
Covering the Perthshire & Angus areas of Scotland

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather
Cleaned and Protected

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENT AGENTS
Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

7 Toutie Street Alyth
Call for appointment

Neil Stewart

Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries

Call for a Free Quote:

A 24-hour service is maintained on

07713 915546 or 01250 875216

01828 633 433

Local cleaner required in the
Lintrathen/Glen Isla area on an
adhoc basis to support with
Airbnb changeovers.
Various dates/times due to
irregular guest check-in times.
Approximate 2-3hr clean, on
average, per guest.
For further information, or to
apply, please contact Sheila on:

Grangemount–cattery@btconnect.com
www.grangemountcattery.com

+44 (0)7930 838 579 or
+44 (0)1575 560 391

Tel: 01828 632284

DENNIS MELLOY
Your Local Councillor
For Surgeries in the comfort
of your own home
Contact details
Mobile: 07786674776
Home: 01828 632284
E mail: dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk
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Don’t lose your voice - Perth & Kinross residents urged to check voter registration details
Local residents are being encouraged not to lose their voice on decisions that affect them by making sure their electoral registration
details are up to date. The annual canvass is an important opportunity for residents to make sure they can take part in elections.
The Electoral Registration Officer has already emailed many households in July to confirm that the details of the registered electors
are correct and thanks to all those who have taken the time to reply. Throughout August, all remaining households across Perth &
Kinross will be sent letters asking to confirm whether the information held about the registered electors in the property is correct, or
to provide information about any changes, such as people moving in or out of the property or about anyone now reaching 14 years
of age or over. For the majority of households, if the details held on the register of electors are correct, there is no need to reply,
but there will be instructions on how to provide details of any changes. For other households, a form and instructions on how to
confirm the information is correct or how to notify of any changes to electors will also be provided.
Roy Christie, Electoral Registration Officer for Angus Council and Perth & Kinross Council commented: “Residents are advised to
keep an eye out for messages from the Electoral Registration Officer in order to ensure we have the correct details on the electoral
register for every address in Angus and Perth & Kinross, so that you are able to vote in forthcoming elections. You might not have
been able to vote before, but with the extension of voting rights you may be able to vote now – but only if you are registered. If
you’re not currently registered, the easiest way to do so is online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.”
People who have moved recently are particularly encouraged to look out for the voter registration messages from the Electoral
Registration Officer and check the details. Research by the Electoral Commission indicates that recent home movers are far less
likely to be registered than those who have lived at the same address for a long time. Across the UK, 92% of people who have
been at their property for more than 16 years will be registered, compared to 36% of people who have lived at an address for less
than one year.
Andy O’Neill, Head of Electoral Commission in Scotland, said: “It doesn’t matter where you were born. If you are aged 16 and over
you are able to vote in elections in Scotland but only if you register to vote first. Making sure you provide the necessary information
to your electoral registration office when it is needed will ensure the process runs smoothly. There’s lots of helpful information
about registering to vote on our website https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter.”
Any residents who have any questions can contact their local registration team at Angus on 01307 499910 or Perth & Kinross on
01738 630303.

Perth & Kinross Council Community Council Elections - Thursday 3 November 2022
All community councils within Perth & Kinross will go to election on Thursday 3 November 2022, administered by Perth & Kinross
Council. The formal Notice of Election will be published on Thursday 25 August 2022, which is when nominations will open.
Candidates then have four weeks to complete and submit nomination forms. If at the close of nominations (Thursday 22
September 2022), there are more nominations than vacancies, that community council will go to election and this will be by postal
vote to all electors within that community council area or sub-area. If however there are fewer nominations than vacancies but
sufficient nominations to form a community council, then those candidates would be deemed duly elected without an election from
Thursday 3 November 2022.
In Alyth Community Council, there are just under 3,000 voters and the community council must have no fewer than six and no more
than 11 elected members. All current community councillors, whether elected or co-opted and regardless of length of time on the
community council, must stand for re-election if they wish to remain on the community council after 3 November 2022. As good
practice if any current office bearers do not intend to stand for election, it would be helpful to have all necessary paperwork in order
for handing over to the new community council after 3 November 2022. During this election process it is business as normal for
community councils and notice of meetings, agendas and minutes of meetings will continue to be be publicly displayed.
Thursday 25 August 2022

Notice of Election

Close of nominations and submission of 50 word
statement to support nomination

By 4pm

Thursday 22 September 2022

If there are less than 50% of nominations for the whole
community council area received by close of nominations, the
Returning Officer shall extend the period for receipt of
nominations by 10 days.

By 4pm

Monday 3 October 2022

In the event of more nominations than vacancies being received
publish Statement of Persons Nominated and Notice of Poll

Friday 23 September 2022

Thursday 3 November 2022

Date of Election

Friday 4 November 2022/ Monday 7
November 2022

Counting of Votes Cast (if more nominations than vacancies)
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Vacant
Always Needed

THE VOICE WILL ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS
ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice

ARTICLE SUBMISSION to the Voice

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that adverts
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month. We accept adverts in the following formats:
publisher, jpg, word

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles
for publication are submitted before the 14th day of each
month

It is the advertisers responsibility to inform the Voice of all
changes before the deadline of the14th. We will never
assume that no communication from you means you no
longer wish to advertise. Therefore if we’ve received no
instruction from you by 14th of the month your advert will
continue to be published and invoiced. Changes, and/or
adverts received after this date will not be published.
The Voice can no longer contact advertisers to request
advert update information.
Any ‘time sensitive’ adverts that are published will be pulled
if no further amendments are received.
Once your space is lost further adverts cannot be
guaranteed. We regret that space cannot be booked.
Email: advertising@alythvoice.co.uk

VOICE BOXES
If you don’t have access to a computer pop your
article in a Voice Box which are now located at several
locations in the town.
These can be found in:
Thrifty One
Lunan’s Newsagents
Rendezvous
With Collection/Donation boxes located in:
Lunan’s Newsagents
Pricecrackers
Rendezvous
Printed for Alyth Voice by Tay Valley Design

NOTE: Views expressed (incl. Ads) in the Alyth Voice are
not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any
responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article.
Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name
and address BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.
On request, the name and address may be withheld from
publication.
Any submission without these details will NOT be included.
It would be a great help and much appreciated if articles
submitted could be in a separate document and in font
Arial Narrow, 11pt with titles Arial, 12pt and bold.
Please send pictures as separate attachments.
Email: copy@alythvoice.co.uk

DONATIONS FOR THE VOICE
Donating couldn’t be easier. Thank You for your support.
These methods ensure we get your full donation
ELECTRONIC BANKING (details on request)
CASH or CHEQUE
But if its easier for you and you have a PayPal account simply
transfer/send money to The Alyth Voice
using the following email:
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk or
www.paypal.me/AlythVoice
PayPal charge a small fee for this
service which is deducted from
your donation
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