
  

Alyth One Hundred Years Ago 

by Professor John M. MacKenzie 
ALYTH WAS in a state of some excitement at the beginning of 1906. 
There was a parliamentary election and the Prime Minister, no less, 
lived nearby at Belmont Castle in Meigle. Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman had come to power at the end of 1905 after a vote of no 
confidence in the long-standing Tory Government. Now he was seek-
ing a mandate for his Liberal administration. In January, the coming 
election had a terrible effect upon the meeting of the Lit (still so active 
and well-attended to this day). Two ladies were going to speak about 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning and Charlotte Bronte, but the meeting had 
to be postponed because no men turned up. They were, it was said, 
much too busy with the election! Clearly the ladies – with their female 
writers – were unwilling to be a ladies’ club! 
    Election day came on the 23rd of January and was so fiercely fought 
that a collie dog belonging to 
Mr. John Smith paraded the 
streets of Alyth with a plac-
ard in its mouth and looking 
very pleased with itself (at 
least that’s what the Alyth 
Guardian said – how it man-
aged the two at the same time 
reveals what a very talented 
collie it was). The placard 
read ‘Vote for Mr. Bu-
chanan’. Mr. Buchanan was 
the Liberal candidate for East 
Perthshire and this was brave 
of Mr. Smith and his collie 
because the Unionist candi-
date was the Marquis of Tul-
libardine, who had become 
famous for his exploits in the 
Boer War, and who was mar-
ried to a daughter of Sir 
James Ramsay of Bamff. Mr. 
Buchanan won by a fair mar-
gin, but the Marquis, as is the way with aspiring politicians, declared 
himself well satisfied with the result! 
    The Alyth Guardian is a wonderful source for life in Alyth at the 
time. It is full of advertisements revealing the great range of shops the 
town supported then. One passion was for pills and potions conducive 
to health. Products like Zam-Buk (wonderfully effective for all skin 
and scalp complaints), bile beans, and Beecham’s pills were repeat-
edly endorsed by patients who had enjoyed miraculous cures. There 
was also an article about curious old remedies, including one that 
involved powdered spiders and live toads (one must assume that the 
spiders were at least dead). But there was still a fascination with 
death. Right through 1906 a series of articles appeared on the Ro-
mance of Resurrectionism. These were not about spiritualism, but 
about body snatching, which has probably never struck us as being 
particularly romantic. There was even one article on female body 
snatchers published on the 2nd of March. Perhaps that was where the 
romance came in. 
    The good folk of Alyth seem to have been fascinated by gymnas-
tics, judging by the repeated gymnastic contests in the town. More 
surprisingly, they were keen on conversaziones. We might expect the 
Unionists to hold one of these Italianate events, but a working-men’s 
conversazione is more surprising. And if they were not in the gym or   
at a conversazione, Alythians had plenty of opportunities to read. 

McMurray’s of Airlie Street offered for sale 6-penny classics (now 
two and a half pence) of all the best books in the English language (a 
tall order). Even more surprisingly, there was a long-running debate 
on Buddhism and Christianity resulting from lectures given by the 
minister. Undaunted, the Rev. John Keddie Graham delivered a lec-
ture on Mahomet and Mohammedanism towards the end of March. 
    Meanwhile, the really important business of the town was being 
transacted by the Town Council: there was a provost, two bailies, and 
six councillors. The minutes in 1906 reveal that there were anxieties 
about building a public convenience, about the state of the roads and 
pavements, about the horses and carriages blocking the road outside 
the Airlie Arms Hotel (opposite the station), not to mention lighting, 
the coup, the sewage pond. Some of these concerns sound familiar. 

Others are of their time. The 
‘scavengers’ refused to empty 
the pail in Mr. McBain’s dry 
closet because it was too far 
from the road. McBain was 
instructed to install a water 
closet in his workshop by 
June! Mr. Bissland was or-
dered not to keep a model 
lodging house. One or two 
ladies who had lent money to 
the Council (quite common at 
that time) asked for it back. 
Mr. Gordon, the ironmonger 
in Market Square, got his 
solicitor to write to the Coun-
cil complaining about the 
itinerant traders who set up in 
the Square, while the Council 
became excited at the pros-
pect of General Booth (of 
Salvation Army fame) motor-
ing through the town in Au-

gust and resolved to stop him in the Square and present him with an 
‘address’. 
    These years, when the Merry Monarch Edward VII was on the 
throne, were generally prosperous and society was less straight-laced 
than it had been under his mother Victoria. There were plenty of jobs, 
whether in jute, lint, at the gas works, sawmill, the laundry, the rail-
way station, the mart, and the many shops. And of course there was 
the annual berry picking and tattie howking, when travelling folk 
would come to join the locals, often camping on the town mair. One 
thing we now miss was the hive of activity around the station: there 
were six passenger trains a day (and in November the Council sent a 
deputation to the Caledonian Railway directors to demand more) ar-
riving and departing, not to mention coal trains, goods, livestock, farm 
produce and much else coming and going. All this was supervised by 
Mr. Norrie the station master. Alyth was unquestionably a bustling 
place, with an active and lively population and probably very little 
poverty compared with the great cities. If someone from 1906 came 
back today, they would notice the disappearance of many of the shops, 
almost all of the horses, the absence of trains, and probably fewer 
smells. It is surprisingly a quieter place (despite the traffic) not just in 
terms of people in the streets, but also the absence of hooters, train 
whistles, and the noises of steam engines.  

Think about it: would you rather have 1906 or 2006?             
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*~*~* Dates for Your Diary *~*~* 
APRIL 
1st Car Wash, Fire Station   Alyth Scout Group 
1st Coffee Morning, Airlie St. Hall  Alyth Bowling Club 
6th Mrs. Jarvie/Gideons, Airlie St.Hall Alyth Parish Guild 
8th Spring Coffee Morn., Airlie St.Hall Alyth Parish Guild 
10-14th Holy Week Services 7pm  Alyth Parish Church 
15th Coffee Morning, Airlie St. Hall  Glenisla Drama Group 
16th Easter Sunday-meet Airlie St. Hall 8.30am walk up Alyth Hill 

(returning to Alyth Parish Church for breakfast before 11am family service) 
18th-22nd Wild Wild Women, Town Hall Alyth Musical Society 
22nd Coffee Morning, Airlie St. Hall  Chemo Unit/Maggie Cen 
28th Hoolie in the Hall, Town Hall  Jam in the Den funds 
29th Coffee Morning, Airlie St. Hall  Alyth Samaritans 
29th Daffodil Tea, Belmont Castle  Belmont Circle Friends 
——————————–——————————————————–——— 
MAY 
4th Mrs Stephen/Upstairs Downstairs Alyth Parish Guild 
6th Coffee Morning, Airlie St. Hall  Alyth Scout Group 
13th Coffee Morning, Airlie St. Hall  Alyth Brownies 
20th Coffee Morning, Airlie St. Hall  St. Ninian’s Church 
20th Energy Saving Exh. Airlie St. Hall Climate Action Town Pr. 
27th Coffee Morning, Airlie St. Hall  To be confirmed 

Alyth Voice Team 
Paul Ramsay 01828 632992 Editor  
paulramsay@bamff.demon.co.uk 
Irene Robertson 01828 633045 Compositor/Secretary  
alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
Margaret Stanford       01828 633083 Advertising 
advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 
Paul & Barbara Prettyman 01828 633725   Distribution  
Margaret MacKenzie  Advertising 
Marjory Macpherson  Advertising 
Michael Kay            01828 632252/632690 Treasurer 
mike@atcalyth.freeserve.co.uk 
Derek  Todd  Webmaster 
derek@toddalyth.freeserve.co.uk 

In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles/ads for publication are 
submitted before the 21st day of each month. Note: The views expressed in the Alyth 
Voice are not necessarily those of the team nor can they accept any responsibility for 

accuracy and spelling of any article. 

ARTICLE  SUBMISSION to the Voice 

Please note ALL articles must be accompanied with a name and address 
BEFORE they will be published in the Voice.  

On request, the name and address may be withheld from publication.  
Any submission without these details will NOT be included. 

 CONGRATULATIONS 
 

ON SUNDAY 5th March the Revd Neil Gardner announced to the 
congregation that after nearly eight years as minister at Alyth Parish 
Church he had accepted an invitation to become the Sole Nominee 
at the Kirk of the Canongate on Edinburgh's Royal Mile. This means 
that Neil will preach in that capacity in Edinburgh in April and all 
being well will be moving from Alyth in June. He admits that this is 
a cause of mixed feelings. "I'm very excited at the prospect of my 
new post right in the heart of the capital" he told the Voice, "but 
very sad at the prospect of leaving Alyth where I've been so happy 
and fulfilled in my ministry. I hope people will keep in touch and 
come and see me when they're in Edinburgh", he added, "just not all 
at once"!                           Further details will follow in May’s Voice. 

To the Editor  

THE ALYTH CROSS 

SIR, WHY has nothing yet been done to have the Alyth Cross re-
moved from Loyal to the Market Square in virtue of your editorial 
suggestion? Is this to beat ex-Provost Japp, ex-Provost Johnston, ex-
Provost Tod, and the present occupant of the civic chair, a gentle-
man with much military experience, to whom the word of command 
acts as an assent! Till the ladies, I fear, take up this duty and restore 
the old Cross of 1620 to its rightful position, it looks as if there will 
be delays and procrastinations without end. I trust this hint will be 
taken in good part and that something actual and active will be done 
without delay. I am, &c., 
        HOMO ANTIQUIS 
 (We had hoped to hear this matter mentioned at last meeting 
of the Town Council, but nothing was said. We trust it may be 
brought up at the meeting on Monday. We venture to suggest, how-
ever, that it would be a graceful act on the part of Mr Grieve of 
Loyal to offer to hand the cross over to the Town Council. – Ed. 
A.G.]                                              The Alyth Guardian 6, April 1906 

Scout Hut 
March 2006 

Dear Editor 
WIDE GAME 

I am not in the least shocked at your request for a definition of a 
wide game, for I fear there is no simple reply. As part of this re-
search, I consulted the website for the Scout Association which 
informs anyone who cares to refer to this illustrious publication(!), 
that there are no hard and fast rules for such an activity, beauty is in 
the eye of the beholder, and so I would define this boisterous activ-
ity as seen from various observers  
 
- Mothers –“ More dirty clothes – how does he manage to get so 
  dirty in such a short space of time” 
- Casual non participant passers-by – “What a rabble” 
- Leaders – “I’ve got goose pimples on my goose pimples” 
- Scout Activities Advisor – “I really don’t want to know” 
- Our local constabulary – “Not again” 
- Witnesses to the activity – (see above) 
 
As for the Scouts - 
If your team loses “Never again” 
Winning team – “Same again”  
But after the bruises have been inspected, the tactics dissected and 
the performance of the team scrutinised the inevitable question - 
“When’s the next one?!!!!!!!!” 
 
For further information, I would recommend any interested party to 
consult any Troop member past or present for a more in-depth in-
sight. Better still, you could send in your answers on a postcard, and 
we can publish the best/worst!!!! 

Ron Kirkpatrick 

 

Community Markets  

4th Saturday of the Month 

from 22nd April  

Blairgowrie Wellmeadow  

10am –3pm 

Strathmore & The Glens 
  PO Box 6621, Blairgowrie PH12 8YF 

  www.strathmoreglens.org 
  E-mail-: sue@strathmoreglens.sol.co.uk 

 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Helen  Menzies)  - 01828 632929 
Blairgowrie Police Station   - 01250 872222  

Perth Police Station - 01738 621141  
Hydro-Electric Emergencies    - 0800  300999 

Scottish Gas Emergencies  - 0800  111999 
Scottish Water    - 0845  6008 855 

Alyth Post Office - 01828 632301 
Alyth Health Centre   - 01828 632317 

Alyth Primary School - 01828 632462 
Blairgowrie High School   - 01250 873445 

Alyth Environmental Group - 01828 632907 
NHS 24—new 24 hour health service  - 08454 24 24 24 

If you offer an emergency or breakdown service  
e.g. Plumber, Electrician, Locksmith, Glazier, Central Heating or any other trade,  

please send us your name and  number for our useful numbers section 

- - - VOICE TEASER - - - 
What is Craik?  

Answer to last months Teaser- What is Gyte? Daft/Crazy 
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Your Letters  
Any problems with your Voice delivery? 

Tel: 633725 or leave a note in the Voice box 

I&D Insurance  
Services 

 

We have secured special rates for 
All PH, DD and KY postcodes 

 

Extremely competitive premiums for both 
Household and Private Car 

 

Quotes provided without obligation. 
Going on holiday?  

Let us arrange your travel insurance. 
 

Your local broker serving your local community 
16 Airlie Street 

Alyth 
01828 633000 

Email: IandDinsurance@aol.com 

AIRLIE GARAGE 
ALYTH 

Telephone: 01828 633363 
 

Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs 
Welding  & Steam Cleaning 

 

Panel Beating, Spray Painting and 
 Restoration. 

All Jobs Considered 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Estimates 
Tyres at competitive prices 

Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced 
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service 

Quality Used Cars For Sale 
Open 9 am ‘til late 

y 4WD Specialist 
y Cars & Light Goods Vehicles 
y Servicing and Repairs 
y Bike & Car MOT Testing 
y Tyres & Exhausts 
y Bike & Car Oils 

 

March 2006 
Thank you Councillor Ian Miller, for arrang-
ing the removal of a deer carcass en route to 
Meigle, and the damaged Vauxhall car, obvi-
ously abandoned, in the upper Den car park, 
after our phone call to the local 
(Blairgowrie?!) police, achieved nothing.          

Alyth Residents 

Dr. Stephen Ankier  
of North London is researching German, 
Ukrainian and other World War II ex-
prisoners of war who declined, rejected or 
refused repatriation in the mid to late 1940s 
and who then remained in Scotland.   

    If you can help, contact the Voice. 

ALFRED ANDERSON 
MEMORIAL FUND 

AFTER THE successful Public meeting held 
on the 10th March the first Committee meeting 
took place on the 14th when many decisions 
were made and actions placed. A full copy of 
both the Public and 1st Committee meeting are 
on display in the window of Michael Kay 
Hairdressers on Airlie St. Indeed that shop 
will be used as the centre to display all the 
Fund’s activities. 
    The task of the Committee was widened to 
include a duplicate copy of the Bust albeit not 
made of Bronze, to be sited together with 
duplicate medals permanently in Alyth. 
    A bank account with the above title has 
now been opened and the first deposits of 
several hundred pounds have been made 
which get it off to a fine start – progress will 
be depicted on a financial thermometer in the 
shop window display.  
    The decision was taken to try to raise the 
necessary funds by local public donation, no 
grants, and to this end an addressed enve-
lope is included in this issue for your use. 
Sealed envelopes should be handed in to Mi-
chael Kay’s and the opportunity taken to put 
your name into the record book, which will be 
buried within the Time Capsule, planned to go 
under the Cairn. Every donation will be grate-
fully received. Other events are also planned 
to raise money. 
    Any ideas would be most welcome and 
anyone is invited to attend the Committee 
meetings, the dates of which are detailed on 
the previous minutes.                                                                                                                                  

Thanking you, Memorial Committee 

To the Editor   —   LOCAL DEALING 

Sir, Along with a friend, I attended the meet-
ing in the Alyth Y.M.C.A. Literary Society 
held on Monday evening, and some of the 
doctrines enunciated at that meeting were, in 
my opinion, the reverse of righteous, just, or 
generous. Impromptu debates formed the 
agenda for the evening, and one of the subjects 
set down for discussion was “Should Alyth 
people buy all their goods from Alyth mer-
chants.” Taken literally, the suggestion in the 
question is impossible. Retail traders, for in-
stance could not purchase their supplies from 
Alyth people, but taking the question in its 
general application, the lines understood and 
taken up by the meeting, it brought forth at 
least one very peculiar declaration. Mr Lowrie 
for the affirmative, said he considered it but 
right that Alyth people should do so, that peo-
ple should spend their money in the place in 
which they earned it, from the minister down. 
  Rev. Mr. Graham, who presided, had a totally 
different view. He informed us that he once 
got a garment made in Alyth, but he assured 
the tradesman that he would buy no more 
clothes in Alyth (the tailor was not Mr Low-
rie). Fancy this, Mr Editor, from a person who 
presumably preaches “Forgiveness till seventy 
times seven.” Not only will the rev. gentleman 
not forgive his erring or “mis-fitting” brother 
for this one offence, but he classes all the other 
brethren (of the same kind of business in 
Alyth), in the same category. It is bad and 
unchristian for a person like Mr Graham to 
adopt such a policy, but the fact that he pub-
licly announces it indicates that he glories in 
his cruel, unsympathetic determination. 
    Taking a cursory glance at Mr Graham, he 
does not at all strike one as being a person who 
would baffle the capabilities of our Alyth trad-
ers. A generous application of the contents of 
the padding box should set him up fairly like 
other men. But supposing Mr Graham’s doc-
trine was made to cut, and it can be made to 
cut, the other way, Mr Graham, and such as 
he, if he has any thought at all of the fitness of 
things, should above all men, buy his goods 
from Alyth merchants. He takes his salary 
from Alyth people, and the desire of righteous-
ness and fair-play should alone prompt him to 
spend it among them again. Supposing his 
congregation retaliated against his doctrine 
and placed their contributions in “another 
plate,” where would he be? – I am, etc., 

A LOCAL PROTECTIONIST. 
[It is with considerable hesitation we insert 
this correspondent’s letter. Even accepting his 
version of Mr Graham’s remarks, may not our 
correspondent be taking them rather seriously. 
Possibly Mr Graham intended to return the 
retort sarcastic to Mr Lowrie’s humorous ref-
erence to “the minister.” – Ed. A.G.] 

The Alyth Guardian 2,March 1906 

BURGH OF ALYTH - WASTE OF WATER 
The Council again draw attention to the Waste 
of Water, and remind Parties who may be 
wilfully causing the same that they are liable 
in a Penalty of £5. 

BY ORDER. JOHN YEAMAN, Town Clerk. 
Alyth, 12 April, 1906. 

BURGH OF ALYTH 
Estimates wanted for (1) Formation of Con-
crete Pavement in Commercial Street, and (2) 
Replanking Bridge over Burn at Foot of 
Tootie Street. Specifications lie with the 
Burgh Surveyor, and Offers to be lodged with 
the undersigned on or before the 27th curt. 

                            JOHN YEAMAN, 
Town Clerk. 

Alyth, 18 April, 1906. 

CELEBRATING the 100th edition of the 
Alyth Voice, we have peppered this issue with  
memorabilia from Alyth in the early 1900s.  

Would you like more extracts from bygone days? 
Let us know. Meanwhile, there are many  

photographs in Alyth Museum (open May). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Market Square, Alyth, Perthshire, PH11 8AA 
 

Now open for Bedding Plants, Shrubs, Rhododendrons, 
Skimmia and much, much more 

 

* Special Offer on Compost - Levingtons 75Kg  
Buy 3 for £12.00 * 

 
Open  Monday -Friday 8.30am -5.30 pm 

Saturday 9.0am -5pm 
 

Tel : 01828 632309 
Fax : 01828 632609 
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THE PARISH CHURCH was the venue on Sunday night, 19th March, for a very exciting 
Spring Concert by the Choral Union. Conducted by Michael Anderson and superbly accom-
panied by organist John Kitchen, the choir gave an accomplished performance, contrasting 
light and shade to enhance the moods in three very different pieces. Once again they were 
joined by three very talented young soloists from RSAMD whose solo choices were sensi-
tively performed. The Choral Union is sad to be losing Neil Gardner and Grahame Wright 
who have been stalwarts of the base and tenor sections for a number of years. They will be 
sorely missed and we wish them both well. Thank you to all who came to support us. Watch 
the ‘Voice’ for news of our next event; or log on to www.alythchoralunion.org.uk where 
you will also find details of our new patron scheme.                                          Verity Gwyther 

LUNANS 
 

Newsagents 

8-10 Airlie Street 
 

We offer all year round newspaper and 
magazine delivery. 

A great selection of cards 
 for every occasion. 

A good selection of stationary, toys, 
wrapping paper and gift bags. 

 
 

Shop Open-  5.30 am - 5.30 pm  Mon-Fri 
 5.30 am - 4 pm Sat 
 7.00 am - 1 pm Sun 

Telephone – 01828 632330 

Envelopes Notepads Pens, Pencils & Gifts 

Newspapers 

Magazines 

Toys 

 GRANGEMOUNT 
      CATTERY 
         Aberbothrie, Alyth 

 SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 
     INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS 

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore 
 PERSONAL ATTENTION  

FROM THE OWNERS 
DENNIS & LIBBY MELLOY 

Tel: 01828 632284 

[ [[   

Alyth Springs TherapiesAlyth Springs TherapiesAlyth Springs Therapies   
Westfield Estate Alyth Tel: 01828 632450 

Reg. Holistic Reflex Therapists 
 

Sore Neck/Shoulders, Sports Injuries, Stress, Anxiety. 
Sandra Gauld AMGCP NARH 

Joan Taylor SRM, Reflex Zone Therapist 
Specialised Clinics Monthly 

 For Management of Pain, Arthritis, Stroke,  
ANAH Disorders & Menopause. 

For a Full Range of Therapies see our web site- 
www.alythsprings.co.uk 

DAVIDSONS CHEMIST 
 

 PRESCRIPTIONS 
DISPENSED 

DELIVERY SERVICE  
AVAILABLE 

 

 MINOR AILMENTS SERVICE AND 
ADVICE ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

FROM YOUR LOCAL PHARMACIST 
9 Airlie St, Alyth  Tel 01828 632303 

RENDEZVOUS 
**HAIRDRESSER** 

 
59 Airlie Street,  

Alyth 
 

Tel: 01828 632097 
Open Tues - Sat 

 
Gift Vouchers Available 

 JOHN SWINNEY 
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for North Tayside is here to help you. 

You can contact John at 35 Perth Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6DL  
Tel. 01250 876576  Fax. 01250 876991  

e-mail john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

PUP UPDATE 
FOR ALL those folk who’ve inquired about 
the pups (officially Yorkshire Terriers but 
really veer towards being Schit Tzus) – 
please also forgive possible incorrect spelling 
– here is the latest (& you hope the last) up-
date. 
    Walks are now unfettered and not a drag, 
so life goes on, if not smoothly, for some. 
Buster has been done – ouch – but is now 
full of beans and speed. Kate’s turn will 
come later. Crazy, ain’t it? Paying all that 
cash for pedigrees, and then more cash for 
nullifying matters?! No, it wasn’t B.O.G.O. 
free or even 2nd ½ price! 
    But, they still are lovely – despite the con-
stant early morn shampooing of kitchen 
flooring. All productive (or non) suggestions 
as to curing/annihilating this problem would 
be appreciated – if not welcome (or is it vice 
versa?) Starvation has been tried!  

Josi, Top O’ Toon  

 

ALYTH QUIZ LEAGUE ENDS 
WELL AFTER 16 weeks of general knowl-
edge battling the 2005-06 season has fin-
ished. Second division champions were the 
Pars & Birdies based at Glenisla Golf 
Club. 
    A clean sweep of the major competitions 
went to The Losset who won the overall 
trophy, the football style league and the 
Knockout Cup. Their success was greeted 
with warm applause when they received the 
trophy but no doubt many present at the 
Presentation Night were thinking, 'We'll sort 
you lot out next year!' 
    Each team participating contributed its 
share of the money raised during the year to 
a charity of its own choice. Charities to 
benefit were Alyth Christmas Tree Lights, 
Hope Park House, Enable, Ward 8 at 
Ninewells, The National Childbirth Trust, 
Alyth in Bloom and Alyth Youth Partner-
ship. Each team had £140 to put towards the 
charity of its choice. 
    Thanks must go to all those who partici-
pated this year and the pubs, clubs and ho-
tels who provided venues, supper and raf-
fles. So thanks to Burnside, The Blackbird, 
Lands of Loyal, Bowling Club, Alyth Hotel, 
The Losset and the Glenisla. 

John White (Quizmaster and the butt of 
much verbal abuse - kindly meant of course) 

ALYTH CHORAL UNION SPRING CONCERT 

POLICEMEN  
AS 

SHEEP INSPECTORS 
 

THE LOCAL Authority of Perthshire on 
Friday again discussed the Sheep-Dipping 
Order, especially with regard to the sugges-
tion of the Board of Agriculture that the po-
lice should be appointed as inspectors. Mr 
W. Henderson warmly resented the appoint-
ment of the police as placing an indignity on 
the farmer, but the proposal was carried by a 
majority of ten to two. 
 

The Alyth Guardian Friday, April 27, 1906 

MANY SINCERE THANKS to 
John MacKenzie, Nigel Dalziel, Gavin 
Mann, Sylvia Hogg, Joyce Pennycook, 
Mel & Pam Gibb, and AK Bell library 
for their help with this 100th edition. 
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G CLARK 
PLASTERING & TILING 

Walls & floor tiling 
Harling 
Coving 

Plastering 
Dry Lining 

Ames taping 
Wet Dash 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
   FREE QUOTES    

 

TEL:01828 633970 
     or 07821294678   

Glenfernate Fresh Meats 
 

Enochdhu, Blairgowrie PH10 7PL 
Tel: 01250 881 215 
Fax: 01250 881 780 

Email: sales@glenfernate.com 
www.glenfernate.com 

 
Beef, Lamb & Venison 

Direct from a Local Perthshire Farm 
delivered to your door 

Bred here and raised naturally with no intensive rearing, 
hormones or additives. Properly hung, cut and prepared on 
the farm. Just good meat that is tender and full of flavour 
with no fancy seasonings needed to give it taste.   
The venison is from our own wild deer from the same hills 
that the sheep and cattle graze. 
If you are not satisfied, we will replace or refund in full. 
 

LAMB PACK £30 
Leg of Lamb approx 1.5kg 
(3lb)  
1kg (2lbs) Rolled Shoulder 
450g Diced Shoulder 
4 Dble loin chops 
4 Leg Steaks 
4 Noisettes 
1 Pack Lamb Burgers  
(1/4 pounders) 

BEEF PACK £35 
3x 450g (lb) Steak Mince 
3x450g Diced Shoulder 
1kg Topside Rst 
1kg Silverside Rst 
450g Braising Stk 
230g Frying Stk 
450gStk Saus. 
450g Lorne Saus. 
1 Pack Steak Burgers 
( 1/4lb) 
BBQ PACK  £25 
2 Packs of Stk Burgers 1 Pack of Lamb Burgers 

1 Pack of Venison Burg. 1 Pack of Pork & Apple 
   Burg.  
1 Pack of Stk Saus.450g 1 Pack Lamb Saus.450g. 
1 Pack Venison Saus 450g      1 Pack Pork Saus. 450g  
1 kg Frying Stks appx.6           450g Lamb Leg Stks 
    appx.4 

VENISON PACK  £30 
1 Haunch of Venison 1.5kg(3lbs) 
2 Venison Stks. 
3x450g Diced Ven.  3x450g Ven. Mince 
450g Venison Saus.   1 pack Ven. Burgers 

Plus free delivery in the local area 
 

We deliver every Friday in the Blairgowrie/Alyth Area. 
For more information, for a price-list with all our cuts and 
produce, or to place an order, contact Ann, by telephone, 
fax or email. 
 

‘Glenfernate Fresh Meats are licensed Game Dealers’ 

Driving  
Made 
easy 

 
Contact  Colin Sidley 
Home:    01828 633 017 
Mobile:   07751072408 
Text:   ‘PRICE’  
to my mobile number for information 
Email:  colin.sidley@virgin.net 
 

Lessons available by the hour or in block  
bookings 

Pass Plus Registered 
Member of the Driving Instructors Association 

Think Afore Ye Drink 
by Dan Dewar 

THERE’S monie curse the treach’rous booze, 
yet, some will sing it’s praises; 

but ‘Moderation’s’ best tae choose – 
a freendly – dram aye plaises. 

WHAUR is the sin in drinkin’ gin 
or Rum, or Beer, or Whisky? 

But lose control, then that is whin 
it kin be kinda risky. 

 KEPT in it’s place, thir’s nae disgrace 
tae tak’ a wee bit snifter – 

in fact whin you are feelin’ blue 
it’s aye a grand uplifter. 

 OWER much will no dae muckle guid, 
but rank despair encourage: 

‘twill mak’ ye seek, an’ split yer heid, 
an’ blaa-apert yer mairriage. 

IT mak’s ye think yer whit yer no, 
it gies ye shammy courage – 

ye’d tak’-on Tyson, blow-fur-blow, 
wi’ harns as thick as parridge. 

 AND, dinna think that you can drink 
an’ drive yer car fu’ brawly – 

wha thocht it smert, broke blameless herts, 
and lived tae rue thir folly. 

 SO, quines an’ loons, whin gaen the roonds, 
ye maun stey ‘Compos Mentis’; 

mak’ shair ye ken whit you are daen – 
thae blanks will aye torment us. 

 AYE, ilka chiel shuid ken richt weel 
juist hoo tae handle drinkin’; 
and ah’ll tell you a tale or two 
a’ bound tae start ye thinkin’: 

 YE gyng oot on a friday nicht, 
a pint or twa tae rellish; 

ye rave a lot o’ ruddy rot, 
git gutter’d wi’ the fellish. 

 AN’ then ye wend yer weavin’-wey 
back hame tae see yer dearie – 

she’d shairly dee if neebours see 
‘Her Jock’ wi’ een sae blearie. 

 SHE drags ye tae yer darken’d lair 
an’ steers ye tae the toilet – 

ye see her bonnie polish’d flair 
an’ hope ye dinnae spoil it. 

 UPSTAIRS ye creep, fa’ soond asleep, 
deid tae the world, an’ snorin’ – 

but Bessie kens the things ye’ll reap 
whin you git up the morn: 

 THRAWN whitrecks fechtin’ in yer heid, 
sair grumblin’s in yer wyme; 

the nicht-afore’s a blank, indeed – 
yer no quite in the prime… 

An’ fur the umpteenth time ye plead: 
“That’s it! it’s ma last time!” 

 AE drouthie chap got in a flap 
fair scunnert wi’ the service, 

the barman chiel wis no fur real, 
this made the laddie nervous. 

 IN great despair, doon on the flair, 
he snuff’d like he wis daft… 

“Whit dae ye think ye’ll git doon there?” 
Says Wull, “a pint o’ draft!” 

 AFORE ye hit the sack at nicht 
a wee snort’s michty fine: 

it gars ye sleep sae soond an’ deep 
wi’ dreams that are sublime. 

 SO, keep a bottly in the hoose 
(aye under lock an’ key) 

for ye never ken, yer aen wee hen 
micht view’t wi’ glist’nin’ ee… 

 AN’ whin ye trachle hame some nicht, 
instead o’ hoose a’ jooter’d… 

ye’ll find her there wi’ toozy hair – 
an’ weel an’ truly blooter’d! 

 YE think that’s bad? tak’-heid, ma lad: 
if you remain a scunner – 

yae nicht ye’ll find, whin hame ye wind, 
the lassie’s duin a runner… 

 EACH nicht afore ye tak’ the door 
nae doot ye’ll need remindin’, 

so read this through, an’ don’t git fu’- 
stracht hame! an’ nae mair windin’! 

LOCAL NEWS 
 

THE REGISTRAR reports for the quarter end-
ing 31st March 15 births, 4 marriages, and 15 
deaths. Messrs J. Howie and A. Clark are the 
mason and plumber respectively for extensive 
alterations to be made on houses in Leighton’s 
Square.          The Alyth Guardian 6 April, 1906 

THE ALYAN 
‘You are not alone’ 

GREETINGS EARTHLINGS – March is off to 
a good start with blizzards and bitingly cold 
winds – where is global warming when you 
really need it? 
    See we have lost our public toilets – just 
another small chip away from our public ser-
vices, which the local council seems to want 
more and more money for each year. Still, it is 
an ill wind…I can now do a proper flit from my 
temporary accommodation in the auction hall. 
With a few bits of wallpaper and a lick of paint, 
I’m sure I can get the place habitable, once I get 
rid of all the internal plumbing and fixtures. 
    Commendations to 14 yr. old Alison Young, 
for speaking out in last issue’s letters column. 
She, quite rightly, points out that there are a lot 
of activities for youngsters in Alyth. Whilst we 
don’t have the resources of larger towns, local 
individuals such as Ashley Kennedy and her 
Alyth Youth Partnership are offering local op-
portunities for participation in various events by 
local youngsters. I would echo Alison’s com-
ment that older people should get more in-
volved with organisations such as these. 
    Thoroughly enjoyed the Guitars3 concert. 
Not quite bopping in the aisles stuff, but very 
accomplished and enjoyable. Let’s have more 
of this calibre of entertainment. 
    Welcome to our new Community Safety 
Officer: Constable Mark Stewart. He looks to 
be a really nice person and by the way Officer, I 
was only just on my way to the Post Office to 
renew my tax disc. 
    The Parliament on the bridge seems to be 
reforming, albeit on milder days. One of the 
assembled participants was heard to say to the 
other ‘I’ve had enough of having these ‘senior 
moments’. I’ve moved on to having CRAFT 
moments.’ When he was queried as to the 
meaning of this strange acronym, he replied ‘It 
stands for: Can’t Remember A Flipping Thing’. 
Obviously, due to the delicate nature of our 
readership, I have amended it slightly, but I 
think you’ll get the drift. 
    By the time you read this, the Public Smok-
ing Ban will be the law of the land. It will be 
interesting to observe how devotees of the habit 
will cope with the new restrictions. Hopefully, 
many will give up due to all the hassle in-
volved, but I suspect a large percentage will 
increase their smoking at home, thus putting 
their family members at higher risk. C’mon, 
chuck it in. Think how future King Gordon will 
miss the revenue from tobacco sales. 
    Vis-à-vis the recent PC brigade directives 
about Baa, Baa, Rainbow Sheep, etc…Can we 
now expect some of the following: The Dark 
Watch, a tour of Africa by the All Technicolors, 
Non-white pepper, Space will be full of colour-
less holes. We would remember the Ebony Hole 
of Calcutta, as well as Greenbeard the Pirate, 
not to forget Cilla unmentionable. As Terry 
Wogan often reiterates on Wrinkly Radio, ‘Is it 
Me?’ That’s about it for this month. See you 
next issue. 
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Toutie Street, circa 1900 
The shop on the right is John Robertson 
Watchmaker & Jeweller (lovingly known 
as ‘Watchie Robertson’). It would appear 
he moved from here between 1900-1913 
to 2 Commercial Street, a shop which 

many of you today will remember. 
The ladder is leaning on the corner of 
what is now the Losset Inn. Obviously 

Watchie’s shop was demolished. 

ALYTH THISTLE FOOTBALL CLUB 1903 

ALYTH AFC NEWS 
AT THE time of writing (17th March 2006), "The Amies" are only 10 weeks from the end of 
the season. We are currently sitting in 2nd place in the Perthshire First Division. The Mar-
shall Cup and Consolation Cup give us the chance to win some silverware for season 
2005/06. Our record is a winning one. We have played 25; won 14; drew 2; lost 9. Captain 
Scott Henderson, has led the way with the most appearances with 24, and Kevin Gowrie is 
not far behind with 22. On the goal-scoring front Jason Donald is out in the lead with 15 
goals from 15 games. Unfortunately, Jason has been out for some time with an ankle injury. 
We all hope to see Jason back in club colours before the end of the season.          

Sandy McCurdy, tel:632744 

Ian Miller Local Councillor. SURGERY AT ALYTH TOWN HALL 
(Old Council Chambers) on 1st TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7.00PM 

 
 

OR CONTACT BY Tel: SNP OFF: 01250 876576  Home 01250 873304 
P&K Council Tel: 01738 475018  Email: imiller@pkc.gov.uk 

Megs Mini Market 
 3 Commercial Street, Alyth 

Tel: 07868 649780 
 

 
Good Range of Household Goods in Stock 

 
If  not in stock we will try to get it for you. 

 
WHY NOT JOIN OUR ALL YEAR ROUND CLUB 

Alyth Pet & FlowersAlyth Pet & Flowers  
17 Airlie St, Alyth 

Tel: 01828 633555  
 

* Greetings Cards Now In Stock * 
 

Various Varieties of Pet Foods 
 

CUT FLOWERS, VASES & POT PLANT HOLDERS 
 

NOW SUPPLYING  HORSE FEED & DUCK FEED 
 

FISH TANKS & ACCESSORIES 
What we don’t have in stock we will get for you. 

TROPICAL FISH 
Alyth Pet & Flowers 

17 Airlie St, Alyth 
Tel: 01828 633555  

 

Good selection of tropical and cold 
water fish, tanks, stands and all 

accessories in stock or  
can be ordered 

SCOUT REPORT 
ABOUT 10 of the Scouts are undertaking a 
Zodiac Award, which involves them camping 
out at least one night per calendar month. A 
commendable concept - until they decided to 
start in February! Operating under the princi-
pal that behind every silver lining there is a 
dirty great black cloud, the Troop pitched 
tents on a Leader’s back lawn one cold Febru-
ary night. All went well – just a pity we forgot 
about the church clock chiming out the wee 
sma’ hours! Our thanks to Smudge and Pat 
Smith for providing an outdoor floodlight, 
which provided more illumination than the 
handbooks! The Leaders heartily agreed that 
this campsite has great potential! 
    We have now completed the March camp 
having slept in the hut after a night hike run 
by Yule. A very successful Bingo Tea was 
held in the Town Hall. The figure of £600 
was raised, which amply illustrates the sup-
port that we have from the community. Sin-
cere thanks to all who helped, especially the 
committee for their unstinting efforts. 

Ron Kirkpatrick 

 
 Licensed 
Grocers  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

National Lottery outlet. 
 

Video & DVD rental. 

Irvines Butcher Meat 

Dry Cleaning: Shoe Repair 

Credit/Debit card facility now available 
 

FREE HOME DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
Telephone Orders Welcome  

73-75 
Airlie 

St. 
Alyth 
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Established 1975 
 

MURRAY PENNYCOOKMURRAY PENNYCOOKMURRAY PENNYCOOK   
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
GAS, OIL & SOLID FUEL 

Clar-Innis, Meigle Road, Alyth 
 

Tel: 01828 632135 Mobile: 07850-733-481 
Oil –Gas –Solid Fuel 

Corgi & SNIPEF Registered 
Rhones  - Lead Work –Drains 

Free Estimates 

Charles A Davidson 
 

Blacksmith, Welder and Fabricator 
 

Gates and Rails made, erected and repaired 
All fabrication and farm work undertaken 

 

Tel: 01828 632948 
Mobile: 07957-766546  

Airlie Computers 
Simon Bogle 

Computer Repairs and Upgrades 
Tel: 01828 632244 Mobile: 07732 524139 

9.00am to 9.00pm, Monday to Saturday 
Free Estimates, Site Visits 

New and Used Computer Sales 
Help, Advice and Training 

Website Design and Hosting 
www.airliecomputers.co.uk 

David Scott Ltd 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENT AGENTS 

Also Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
 

7 Toutie Street Alyth 
Open Tuesday Mornings 9 a.m.-11.45 a.m. 

Or by appointment 
Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries 

A 24 hour service is maintained on 
01828 633 433 

 
 

 
For all the usual garden services including 

gravelling, paving and fencing. 
 

Now that Winter seems to be passing 
it’s time to look to the Spring. 

 

  Book your scarifying ‘moss removal’ 
 

  Cleaning service available for        
gutters and downpipes 

 

  Jet-hosing service for paths etc. 
 

  Tree work before growth starts 
 

  Have your flower beds prepared 
 for spring 

 

  I can sort out the moles on your   
precious lawn 

 

And, if your garage or shed is a mess then I  

can clean that up for you too 
 

Tel Big Gav on 07739 833595 

BIG GAV BIG GAV BIG GAV    
 

BARONY VIEW 
GROUND  

MAINTENANCE 
HAY STREET 

ALYTH  

SALE OF HOME-REARED 
STORE CATTLE AT ALYTH 

SCOTT & GRAHAM Limited, held their first 
special sale of home reared store cattle and 
sheep, also fat bullocks and heifers, at their 
Alyth Auction Mart on Saturday. The show of 
cattle was the largest that has ever been seen 
at the Mart, close on 1200 head being penned. 
These cattle are mostly blacks and blue-greys 
in forward condition, bred and reared by con-
signers, and drawn chiefly from the 
neighbouring glens. The class of cattle always 
offered at this sale are well known over a wide 
radius as good doers when transferred to 
lower lands, and the reputation of these bring 
forward a large and representative attendance 
of graziers and farmers, and Saturday’s sale 
was no exception, buyers being forward from 
the shires of Forfar, Fife and Perth, as well as 
a number of English dealers. Trade for fat 
cattle ruled active from start to finish, and a 
clearance was soon got at full market curren-
cies. Store cattle of the best class and for short 
keep were quite as dear as last year, but graz-
ing cattle, owing partly to the small margin of 
profit last year, were wanted cheaper, the 
consequence being they were harder to cash at 
easier rates. For the best class of black polled 
stirks there was an animated demand, this 
being more perceptible for heifers. Cross hog-
gets were much sought after, and met the 
highest prices of the season. 
    The following were the prices of the respec-
tive lots:- Barns of Airlie heifers £14; Bruce-
ton stots £17 10s; Balloch heifers £14 10s; 
Littleton heifers, £10 12s 6d; Viewbank heif-
ers, £16 10s; Arthurstone Queys, £17 5s; Pic-
tullum heifers, £16 10s; Fyall heifers, £13 12s 
6d to £18 2s 6d; Learoch stots £21 10s; 
McRitch (Mr Dickson) heifers, £13 5s; Pol-
calk bullocks, £21 7s 6d; Bankhead bullocks, 
£19 5s; Muirhouses bullocks, £21 10s; Pow-
derwells bullocks, £20 15s; Cardean bullocks, 
£20 15s; Inverquiech stots, £16 12s 6d; Baikie 
heifers, £13; Fortar (Mr Shaw’s) stots, £14 
15s; Middleton stots, £12 5s; Folda stots, £13 
7s 6d to £16 5s; Todpark stot, £16; Nether-
craig stots £12 10s; Mornity stot stirks, £12 
17s 6d; Philpie stots, £15 2s 6d; Bellaty heif-
ers, £13 2s 6d; Middle Coul heifers, £14 5s; 
Derry heifers, £11; Auchinleish stots, £12, 
Mucketlands stirks £8 15s; Whitehills bul-
locks, £14 15s; Little Doonie stirks £9 10s; 
Burnside of Kilry stots, £15 2s 6d; Balwhyme 
stots, £12 7s 6d; West Camno stots, £12 12s 
6d; Whiteside stirks, £9 12s 6d; Mains of 
Creuchies heifers, £13 5s; Buchal stirks, £6 2s 
6d; Peathaugh heifers, £10; Cotley stirks, £8 
17s 6d; Freuchie heifers, £10 17s 6d; Dalhally 
stots, £12; Davidson stots, £17; Shealwalls 
stots £12 12s 6d; Chapelhill stots, £18 2s 6d; 
Coreffie stots, £13 12s 6d; Faulds stirks, £10 
15s, Auchteralyth stots, £15 17s 6d; Hole of 
Ruthven stots, £15 12s 6d; Drumheads bul-
locks, £15 5s; Bardmony stirks, £8; 
Grangemount bullocks, £15 17s 6d; Newton 
stots, £15 10s; Kinnaneil bullocks, £15; Brae 
of Airlie stots, £11; Kirkton of Nevay stots, 
£11; Oakley Park heifers, £10; Cammock 
stirks, £11 2s 6d; Leitfie stots, £18 7s 6d; 
Balharry heifers, £10 2s 6d; Grange of Airlie 
bullocks, £18 5s; West Campsie stirks, £10 7s. 

The Alyth Guardian 13, April 1906 
Note: £1 in 1906 would be  £71.63 today!!  
website source - http://eh.net/hmit/ukcompare/  

HAIRY PIGS AND FERNS 
by Paul Ramsay 

 

IT IS well known that pigs are good at chew-
ing up and rooting out bracken. I have often 
been surprised at the strength of people’s 
desire to destroy bracken because, where it 
grows excessively, it does so mainly because 
the ground has been too heavily grazed: an-
other example of the messenger getting the 
blame. Anyhow, bracken is unpopular in the 
hills and ways are constantly being devised 
for getting rid of it. Asulox, a chemical, was a 
favourite for a while, but it is expensive, 
though effective. There are other ways, but I 
cannot remember them for the moment, ex-
cept, of course, the pig. I went, once, some 
years ago to a seminar on the establishment of 
native woodland and naturally enough 
bracken came up as a subject because luxuri-
ant, tall, dense and vigorously growing 
bracken is one of the best ways of suppressing 
young trees. In the course of this seminar a 
talk was given about the merits of wild boar 
as devourers of this fern and as clearers of the 
ground for tree planting. 
    Here at Bamff there is not much bracken, 
but there are plenty of other ferns, mainly I 
think the male fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), 
beautiful plants, much associated with wood-
land shade and not candidates for hate and 
destruction. For a long time the ‘hairy pigs’ 
here (the Sheriff of Stirling has judged that 
there are no such things as wild boar in Scot-
land, only hairy pigs, and I expect that he is 
right on this subject, legally speaking) ig-
nored the ferns in summer and I wondered 
why they ate bracken, but seemed to ignore 
the woodland ferns (a ridiculous thought, 
really, when you consider that many people 
dislike cabbage, but are fond of Brussels 
sprouts, which are very close relations of each 
other, whereas bracken and the male fern are 
whole genera apart). Well, the other day, I 
went with Jim to feed the pigs and found that 
they weren’t all waiting in the usual place 
(although most of them were) so, after putting 
out feed for those that had taken the trouble to 
turn up, we drove on down the drive and up 
into the woods. While Jim checked the fence, 
I walked up and through the wood to see what 
had become of the senior boar and his two 
companions. Making my way through the 
recently thinned plantation of Norway spruce, 
Scots pine and larch, I noticed a couple of 
times that the pigs had been digging through 
the snow in search of things to eat and, find-
ing the ferns, had eaten the old foliage right 
down to the base from which the stems grow 
in the Spring. So, they do eat ferns, but leave 
them until winter seems to be the answer to 
that.  
    Further on I became aware that below some 
of the larch and pine trees the ground was 
strewn with the stripped scales of cones, 
where squirrels had been working: the snow 
reveals many activities in the winter land-
scape. Eventually I reached the feeding place: 
the pigs were eating their potatoes and the 
senior boar and his companions had joined 
the party. They looked a little put out that the 
other pigs had eaten all the nuts, but it was the 
work of a moment to put a couple of scoops 
into a bucket and throw them a pail-full of 
potatoes as well to reward them for their pres-
ence. 
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• Drystone Dyking 
• Stone Garden 
  Features 
• Stone Planters 
 and Seating 
• Wall Repairs 
• and Pointing 
• Patios, Paths 
 and Decking 
• Roof Repairs 
  and Guttering 
 
Robert Miller 
Cherrybank Cottage, 
Leitfie Terrace,  
New Alyth, PH11 8NF 

Danielle Borret/James Beck as Jane Clanton/Robert McLaird  - Ron Kirkpatrick /Claire Gruneberg as Judge/Mrs West 
 

ONLY A couple of weeks to go before 'Wild Wild Women' can be seen on the Alyth stage. 
The company are putting the finishing touches to their 2006 Production and fervently hope 
that as many people as possible come along and enjoy the music and comedy this musical 
offers. Toe tappin' songs, tuneful ballads and many humorous lines and situations should 
make this a popular show for all who see it.  
    Tickets are on sale in Alyth Post Office or by phoning 01828 632047. Ticket prices are 
£4.00 and £5.00 for the Tuesday and Wednesday performances with the rest of the week at 
£6.00 and £7.00. It costs several thousands of pounds to put on a musical and if the Society is 
to stage shows with good production values, it is important that ticket sales are good to help 
us meet the rising costs of costumes, lighting and sound. The show runs from the 18th April 
to 22nd April with curtain up at 7.30pm.                                                                   John White 

SUNDAY EVENING (26th February) saw a sell out concert by Guitars3 (Martin Taylor, 
Martin Simpson and Neil Stacey) at Alyth Town Hall during which they presented the local 
primary school with a signed guitar. The concert was the first of its kind in Alyth and such 
was the level of interest that it sold out two weeks in advance. Martin Taylor’s “Guitars for 
Schools” initiative has gifted over 100 guitars to schools around the UK, had a special sur-
prise for the Alyth community when on the night he presented a signed guitar to Alyth Pri-
mary School. Guitar teacher Pete Nicol and pupil Kerry McKiddie went onstage to collect 
the guitar in front of the 250 capacity audience.   
    A spokesperson from concert organisers P3 Music said:“We’ve had such a tremendous 
response from this first concert and have had so many enquiries we could have sold the con-
cert out twice with people travelling from as far as Glasgow and Renfrewshire to attend. The 
artists received a standing ovation on the night and hopefully this will be the first of many 
concerts that we’ll look to put on in the area.” 
    P3 Music who also organise the Kirkmichael International Guitar Festival in Ayrshire 
which attracts 5,000 people over three days and is supported by Dolly Parton, Bill Wyman 
and Brian May, are looking at putting together a larger event in Perthshire in the Autumn.  

L-R - Pete Nicol, Martin Taylor, Kerry McKiddie, Neil Stacey, Martin Simpson 

GUITARISTS GIFT TO ALYTH 

NEARLY TIME FOR THOSE WILD WILD WOMEN 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 

Alyth Parish Church Guild 
 

Mrs Jarvie from Blairgowrie will give a 
talk on the Gideons Society on 6th April 

The Business meeting will be held at 
7pm on 4th May followed by a talk by 

Mrs M. Stephen on Upstairs/Downstairs  
ALL WELCOME TO BOTH 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Spring Coffee Morning  
Saturday 8th April 

Airlie Street Hall 
10am - 11.30am 

~ Usual stalls ~ Admission 80p ad./40p child. 

Alyth Parish Church  
Scottish Country Dance Class 

 

April 6th To Be Advised 
13th, 20th, 27th - Airlie Street Hall 

7.30 - 9.30pm 
For information call Anne Archbold on 632971 

or Moira Robertson Lang on 632770 

ALYTH LIBRARY 
  New for 2006 

 STORYTELLING SESSIONS 
 FOR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN 

 FRIDAYS at 2pm 
 All welcome! 

Alzheimer Scotland 
The Alyth and District Branch of  

Alzheimer Scotland will be holding a monthly 
Coffee Club in Alyth on the 3rd Wednesday 

of each month. The Coffee Club is in the 
lounge of Burnside Court which will be open 

from 10.30am till 12.30pm.We will be  
delighted to meet anyone caring for someone 
with dementia. You and the person you care 

for will be most welcome. 
PLEASE COME ALONG.  

For further details please phone: 633817 

Alyth & District Pipe Band 
 Newly Forming 

Seeking: Pipers, Drummers,  
Helpers & Sponsors 

 If interested please contact: 
Jackie Macintyre on  

01828 633369 (evenings) 
e-mail: gregormacintyre@tiscali.co.uk 

THANKS 
Local Scottish Labour thank 

everyone who supported their recent Coffee 
Morning which raised £402, 

including £20.40 for Traidcraft. 

HAPPY 18th BIRTHDAY LINZI 
06/04/88 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

with love from all the family xxx 

THANK YOU 
from 

WALLS & FLOORS 
 

Ella and I would like to thank everyone 
who phoned, sent cards, and made enquiries 

during my stay in hospital.  
I would also like to thank Ella’s family and 

all our friends who visited and gave  
Ella lifts into hospital. 

Unfortunately because of my illness, we 
have made the difficult decision to close 
WALLS & FLOORS, but the decorating 
business will still continue. Once again 

MANY THANKS TO YOU ALL. 
Alan Roger 

HOOLIE in the HALL 
raising funds for  

Jam in the Den on July 22nd 
28th April 2006 

7pm-1am 
5 Bands - Bar 

Tickets £5 each from Lunans/Geo’s Bar 

THANK YOU 
for a good night out on Sunday evening 

at Guitars3 in the Town Hall 
W.Simpson, Springbank Road 

Belmont Circle Of Friends 
DAFFODIL TEA 

BELMONT CASTLE 
on 

Saturday 29th April 2006 
2 – 4pm 

~ various stalls ~ 
Tickets £1.50 

Come along and enjoy a cup of tea in 
lovely surroundings!  

ALL WELCOME 

St Ninian’s Church 
Coffee Morning 
20th May 2006 

Airlie Street Hall 10am—12 noon 
~ Usual stalls ~ 

KILRY W.R.I. 
On behalf of Kilry W.R.I., I would like 
to thank the community of Alyth for 
supporting our Coffee Morning on Sat-
urday 4th March, when we raised the 
fantastic sum of £730.60. 
    Thanks also, are expressed to those 
members who attended and gave so 
generously. I would like to thank espe-
cially the Committee Members who 
supported me so well in their unstinting 
work and very generous contributions.                 
              Janey MacFarlane (President) 

Alyth Musical Society 
presents 

Wild Wild Women 
 

18th-22nd April 2006 
7.30pm 

Tickets from the Post Office  
or telephone 632047    Price: £4-£7 

www.alythmusical.com 

A   
GRAND VIOLIN 
COMPETITION  

(open to a radius of 15 miles round Alyth), 
in aid of the funds of  

Alyth Horticultural Society,  
will be held in the 

 

TOWN HALL, ALYTH, 
ON 

FRIDAY, 20 APRIL, 1906. 
 

ENTRY MONEY – SLOW AIR, 1s 6d; 
STRATHSPEY AND REEL, 2s 6d. 

Alyth Samaritans 
COFFEE MORNING 

in support of the hospital cars 
29th April 2006 10am-12noon 

Contributions gladly received & can be 
handed into Davidson’s Chemist  

beforehand or the hall on the day. 

WINNER  
of the Initials Quiz (in aid of equipment 
for Gordon Hardie) was  Pat Davidson. 
Sincere thanks to everyone who sup-

ported this cause and for all donations. 
£300 was raised. A White / J. Hardie 

MOTHERS & TODDLERS 
Do you enjoy a cuppy and a natter? If so, 
come along & join our group. New mem-

bers welcome. We can be found in the 
Ogilvy Rooms, Commercial Street, on 

Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays from 9.45-
11.15am. Children welcome from birth to 

pre-school. So come along & join us 
soon. Call Kathleen for details (633266) 

ALYTH PLAYGROUP is held within the 
Community Wing of Alyth Primary School. 

We are open Tuesday & Thursday 9.15-
11.5am. Playgroup is open to all children aged 

2-preschool (no need to be out of nappies). 
Call Kathleen on 633266 to enrol. 
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L to R:  Hannah Fleming, Peel Farm Coffee Shop; Frances Fleming, Peel Farm Courtyard Crafts & Gifts; 
Allison Stubbington, Glenisla Golf Centre; Marion MacDonald, Jack MacDonald Photograph; Gail Riley, 

Lochside Lodge & Roundhouse Restaurant and Patting Channon, Nether Craig Caravan Park. 

ANGUS GLENS  SHOWCASE DAY 

Country Connections held a very successful 
Networking/Showcase day at the Glenisla 
Golf centre on Thursday 9th March. The 
new leaflet which the Country Connections 
group, assisted by Angus Council and 
European funding, was also launched at the 
event. The leaflet includes a very useful 
community diary highlighting lots of events 
taking place over the summer and many of 
the local businesses are also listed. Local 
accommodation providers found the event 
useful for picking up leaflets and also  to 
hand out their own information. If any oth-
ers who missed the event would like some 
copies of the leaflets please tel 01575 
560718 or call at one of the six businesses 
involved in the Country Connections group.  
    They are Jack Macdonald Photography, 
Lochside Lodge, Nether Craig Caravan 
Park, Glenisla Golf Centre or Peel Farm. 
The leaflet will also be available at tourist 
offices once they open up for the season. 
    There were a number of businesses rep-
resented and they included Julie Hermitage 
with her selection of Coul Toys, Sheila 
Cameron and Rosie Mcnaught Wilson, both  
alternative therapists from Kirriemuir, 

Alyth Arts and Framers, Mishka design 
bags, Astute Printers from Forfar, Jenny 
Adamson wire sculptures, Linda Sinclair 
beads and jewellery, Catherine Mcintyre 
with digitally enhanced portraits, Kate 
Fleming representing the Country-
side Festival held annually at Glamis Castle, 
and the Strathmore Farming Companies’ 
home produced meats, also from Glamis. 
The Angus Website team were also repre-
sented. All in all a lot of talking was 
done, passing on of ideas, general network-
ing and discovering some of what the area 
has to offer.  
    The Country Connections group deemed 
the day a great success and hope to make it 
an annual event. Frances Fleming, CC chair-
person commented that "The venue at Glen-
isla Golf Centre was ideal and their free 
prize draw of a round of golf for 4 people 
was very generous. We hope to build on our 
success and make this a bigger and better 
event next year.”  
    The lucky winner of the round of golf for 
4 donated by the Glenisla Golf centre 
was Mrs Carmichael, Dalry, St Ninian's 
Road, Alyth.                       Frances Fleming 

PROMOTION FOR ATC OFFICER 
AFTER 15 YEARS service with 2519 (Strathmore) 
Squadron of the Air Training Corp, Michael Kay has been 
promoted to the rank of Flight Lieutenant after complet-
ing a Senior Course at RAF Cranwell. 
    Flight Lieutenant Kay began his service in 1991 at 
Blairgowrie having completed 28 year’s service with The 
Royal Observer Corp, when the ROC was disbanded. He 
began as a civilian instructor teaching principles of flight 
and the recruit training syllabus. 
    In 1992 he was appointed ATC Adult Warrant Officer, 
and then attended the first of his role specific training 

courses at RAF Newton. In 1996 he was commissioned into the Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve (Training) with the rank of Pilot Officer, this time having to attend an Initial Officers 
Course at Royal Air Force RAF Cranwell. Subsequently he was promoted to Flying Officer. 
    In 2005 he was awarded the Cadet Forces Medal for his unstinting efforts with the Corp. 
During his 15 years Flight Lieutenant Kay has accompanied cadets to camps at various bases 
around the United Kingdom, such as RAF’s Lossiemouth, Kinloss, Buchan, Boulmer, Lin-
ton-on Ouse, Cranwell, Marham, Uxbridge. Flight Lieutenant Kay, has also accompanied 
cadets on a regular basis to RAF Leuchars for Air Experience Flying and to RM Condor for 
Gliding. 
    When not in uniform Flight Lieutenant Kay resides and works in Alyth along with his wife 
Nancy, where they run a hairdressing business.                                                  Flt Lt R. Kemp                   

GEORGE W. RENNIE 
2 St. Malcolm’s  

Wynd Kirriemuir 
 

Tel: 01575 573292 
Mobile: 07711 818238 

 

Repairs Spares & Servicing Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Tumble dryers & Vacuums. 

Cycle Repairs & Spares by Post 
mary.rennie@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 
Specialised Dementia Care  

in a Domestic Setting 
. RESPITE CARE 

. RESIDENTIAL CARE 
. SELF CONTAINED DAY CARE UNIT 
 

All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens : 
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:  

Trained Staff to promote independence and choice. 
 

www.hopeparkhouse.co.uk 
 

Tel 01250 872349 
Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie  

THE ORGANIC HUT 
 

South West Fullarton, Meigle 
Tel - 01828 640391 

 
Wednesday 1pm—6pm 
         Friday 1pm—6pm 
   Saturday 10am—5pm 

 
Half mile south of Meigle on Dundee 

Road. Follow signs 
 
 
Visit us for a wide range of organic 

fruit and vegetables. Other organic 
goods include eggs, various teas, oat-

meal and chocolate. We also stock 
Ecover products, soaps and recycled 

paper goods. 

Classic 
Restorations 

Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire 
Phone: 01828 633293 
Mobile: 07885 316689 
Fax: 01828 632529 

 

•  Mechanical 
•  Electrical 
•  Panel Work 
•  Ashframe repairs 
•  Paintwork 
•  Interior Trim 

Jaguar XK140 Roadster 
Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen 

Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk 
www.classicrestorations.co.uk 
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ALYTH YOUTH  
PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 

SCOTTISH WEATHER! Great! We had to 
postpone our Car Boot Sale which was not a 
great start to our fundraising activities, but we 
will schedule another date in the near future – 
so please keep digging around for any of your 
unwanted items.   
    In the Jubilee Park, the skate ramp is about 
to be revamped for the summer, we are replac-
ing and securing the wood so that it is in full 
working order. 
    We will be organising our Easter Pro-
gramme which will see a day trip to Dynamic 
Earth in Edinburgh, Ice Skating and a trip to 
the Cinema (tbc). Please contact Paul 
MacFarlane at the Community Wing or Ash-
ley Kennedy for details.        
    Some of the younger members of AYP 
have been a great help with organising and 
producing publicity – and their efforts are 
appreciated!! 
    On a final note, we would like to send our 
deepest thanks to all at The Burnside Inn, who 
donated their quiz league funds to The Alyth 
Youth Partnership. This will contribute to-
wards the purchase of the wood for the skate 
ramp, and help towards the minibus. 
If you have any suggestions on how we can 
improve the service we provide, or wish to 
donate any games/activities, please feel free to 
contact us.         Ashley Kennedy, Chairperson   
T:07875216559   E:kennedyal@hotmail.co.uk   

R. D. BuildersR. D. BuildersR. D. Builders   
 

 
For Free Estimates 

Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH11 8EB 

Stonework 

Extensions 
Renovations 

Harling Etc. 

 

THE ALYTH  
TRADITIONAL  

FISH BAR 
Telephone Orders Welcome 

01828 632000 
 

Fish Suppers £3.00 on Wednesday 
 for OAP’s 

 

 Monday– Thursday 4.30-9 pm 
 Friday  4.30-10 pm 
 Saturday   4.30-10 pm 
 Sunday  4.30- 8 pm 

 

OLD STABLES—STB Four Star 
Bed & Breakfast 

Self-Catering Holiday Homes 

Losset Road, Alyth PH11 8BT 
 

Eileen McBain  
Tel: 01828 632547 
www.oldstables.com 

eileen@oldstables.com 
 
 

‘Walk Auld Alyth’ 
Video £9.99 DVD £11.99 

UK p&p £2.00 
NTSC Version available for USA 

The Glenisla Hotel 

'The Inn in the Glen' 
Kirkton of Glenisla 

 

Exciting menu using Scotland's best produce 
Real ales, malt whiskies and fine wines 

Traditional bar with roaring fire/beamed ceiling 
 

Open every day from Monday 17th April 
 

April Events 
Sunday 2nd April 

Glenisla Classic  Vehicle Club 4pm 
Thursday 6th April 
Quiz Night - 9pm 

Saturday 22nd April 
Live Scottish/Folk Music 

 

Tel No 01575 582223 
www.glenisla-hotel.com 

PERTHSHIRE – ALYTH 
THERE WILL be Re-Exposed, to Sale, by 
Public Roup (under the powers contained in a 
Bond and Disposition in Security), within the 
AIRLIE ARMS HOTEL, ALYTH, upon 
SATURDAY, the 14th DAY OF APRIL, 
1906, at 11 o’clock forenoon. THESE SUB-
JECTS known as BAMFF ARMS INN, HIGH 
STREET, ALYTH, with the Stables, Halls, 
Dwelling-House, and others connected 
therewith, being the Subjects described in the 
Titles as these Tenements in the Town and 
Parish of Alyth, erected by the deceased 
David Warden. Assessed Rental, £37 12s; 
Feu-Duty, 6d. Reduced Upset Price £450. For 
particulars apply to Gowans & Buick, Solici-
tors, Dundee, who have Title Deeds and Arti-
cles of Roup.    Alyth Guardian 13, April 1906 

David B. Lawson 1867-1937 
Headmaster, Alyth Public School 

1898-1931 
Gavin Mann, Cambridge  (Tel: 01223-811275)

would be delighted to hear from anyone with any 
information on his grandfather, Mr. Lawson. 

SCENE IN  
HOUSE OF COMMONS 

 

THE LATTER part of the sitting in the House 
of Commons on Wednesday was attended by 
extraordinary scenes. Mr Keir Hardie moved 
a resolution in favour of women’s suffrage. 
This was opposed by Mr Cremer and Mr 
Evans, and while the latter was speaking, 
shortly before eleven o’clock, loud cries of 
“Divide, divide” arose from the Ladies’ gal-
lery. Mr Evans continued his speech when the 
women shouted “Votes for women,” “Justice, 
justice.”  
    The disturbance continued for some time, 
and the officials of the House proceeded to 
the Gallery, under the Speaker’s orders, and 
removed all the ladies. Before she left, one of 
them thrust a flag bearing words demanding 
the suffrage through the grille, and another 
emphasised this demand by shaking her 
clenched fist in the direction of Mr Evans.  
    The motion was ultimately talked out. 

               The Alyth Guardian 27, April 1906 

FASHION YARNS AND PATTERNS 
EASTER CRAFT MATERIALS 

NEW AND EXCITING SHRINKIES from95p 
POKEMON, YU-GI-OH AND WINX TRADING CARDS NOW IN 

STOCK 
 

Open Mon-Sat 9am -4pm 
Closed for lunch 12:30—1:30pm 

Closed all day Wednesday 

19 Airlie Street, Alyth 
Tel: 01828 632565 
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As part of a series of articles, The Black Watch Museum has prepared a potted history of the Regiment, but because in this 
edition of The Voice we are concentrating on the early 1900s, we are not starting at the formation of the Regiment in 1739, 

but with the Cardwell Reforms of 1881. 
 

THE CARDWELL REFORMS of 1881 saw the 
reuniting of the 42nd and the 73rd. The latter returned 
to the parent regiment as the 2nd Battalion, The 
Black Watch (Royal Highlanders). The Regimental 
area became the Counties of Angus Fife and 
Perthshire, with the Depot located at Queen’s Bar-

racks, Perth. The 1st Battalion served in the Sudan and Egypt in the 
1880s, taking part in the Battles of Tel-el-Kebir, El Teb and Tamaai. 
    The end of the 19th Century saw the 1st Battalion serving in India and 
the 2nd Battalion in South Africa fighting in the Boer War. “Black 
Week” took place in December 1899, when the British Force suffered 
series defeats at Stormberg, 10th December, Magersfontein, 11th Decem-
ber and Colenso, 15th December. The 2nd Battalion, as the leading battal-
ion of the Highland Brigade, suffered severe losses at Magersfontein, 
with 93 men killed and 209 wounded. The commander of the Brigade, 
General Andy Wauchope, himself a former commander of the 2nd Bat-
talion was one of the first to be killed. As a result of the losses, the 1st 
Battalion, then serving in India, offered to re-enforce the 2nd Battalion. 
This offer was accepted and in December 1901, the 1st Battalion was en 
route for South Africa. This is one of the occasions when both regular 
battalions were on active service together in the same theatre of war. 
The campaign finally ended with the Treaty of Vereeniging, 31st May 
1902. After the signing of the Treaty, the 2nd Battalion went to India on 
foreign service, and indeed did not return to the United Kingdom until 
1919. The principal event was the Coronation Durbar for King George 
V held at Delhi in December 1911. The following year he became Colo-
nel-in-Chief of the Regiment. The 1st Battalion was stationed at various 
places in the United Kingdom, the last being Aldershot in 1914 when 
the Battalion went off to France as part of the British Expeditionary 
Force. 
    The Volunteer Battalions were linked to regiments in 1881. With the 
Haldane Reforms of 1908, the Territorial Force was set up. Thus there 
were the 4th (City of Dundee) Battalion, the 5th (Angus & Dundee) Battalion, the 6th (Perthshire) Battalion and the 7th (Fife) Battalion. These 
Battalions went on to play a large part in the First and Second World Wars. During the First World War there were 25 Battalions of the Regi-
ment, Regular, Territorial and Service, comprising 1st, 2nd and 3rd Line Battalions. The Battle Honours awarded reflect the famous battles in 
which the Battalions took part. In France & Flanders, there were the Marne, Ypres, Neuve Chapelle, Loos (at which no less than six Battalions 
of the Regiment were present). The 4th (City of Dundee) Battalion suffered particularly heavily. So much so, that it was ultimately amalga-
mated with the 5th (Angus) Battalion. Arras and the Somme. In Mesopotamia, the 2nd Battalion was present at Kut, the Occupation of Baghdad, 
Istabulat and Tekrit. Later in Palestine, it was present at Megiddo. The 10th a Service  Battalion, went to Salonika in November 1915 and 
fought at Doiran in Macedonia. The 6th (Perthshire) Battalion was awarded the Croix de Guerre by the French Government for the actions at 
Bois de Courton and Chambrecy in July 1918. The War came to an end in November 1918. The Black Watch had lost over 8,000 men. Then 
followed a period of re-organisation and disbandments.      

Many thanks to Lt. Col. R.M. Riddell (Regimental Secretary)  
and Tommy Smyth (Archivist) of Balhousie Castle 

THE BLACK WATCH 

“No Surrender” – a portrait of men of the 2nd Battalion after the  
Battle of Magersfontein, 11th December 1899 

(the original can be viewed in Room 3 (Boer War room) of Balhousie Castle) 

COLOUR-SERGEANT A. MILLER 
ONE OF THE HONOURED BLACK WATCH MEN 

 

COLOUR-SERGEANT Alexander Miller, who has just had the Distinguished Service Medal 
conferred upon him, is a son of Mr George Millar, tailor, Chapel Street, Alyth.  
    During his thirteen years’ connection with the Black Watch he has had a fair amount of 

active service having gone through the South African cam-
paign from beginning to end.  
    He took part in the ever-memorable battle of Magers-
fontein, passing through that ordeal of fire scathless, but 
not so at Paardeberg, where he was severely wounded.  
    He was twice mentioned in despatches—once by Lord 
Roberts, and later by Lord Kitchener.  
    He has recently been drafted to India with his battalion. 
 
 
 
 
The Alyth 
Guardian, 

8,  
November 

1902 

Traditional Acupuncture in Blairgowrie 
 

 

Acupuncture can help a variety of symptoms 
 and health problems 

Free 15 minute consultations available in Blairgowrie 
 to discuss whether acupuncture may be helpful. 

Practitioner is fully qualified and insured and is a member 
of the British Acupuncture Council. 

 

Judith Bryden MA(Hons)LicAc.MBAcC. 
Contact Judith at 01250 876345  or  

07762 188418 (mobile) 

 

MURDO FRASER MSP 
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE 

For help and advice. 
 

Look for details of regular surgeries in the local 
Press, or you can contact Murdo on 01250 874782 

to arrange a meeting; or write to him at- 
Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; 

or email him at - 
murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 
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MUIR 
DRIVING SCHOOL 

 

Dave Muir 
DSA Approved Driving Instructor 

 

Pass Plus Registered 
 

Intensive Courses Available 
Tel: 01250 870725  Mob: 07732-531767 

Book Ten Lessons Only- Pay For Nine 

 

FOR INTERIOR DECORATING AND 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL TO THE 

HIGHEST STANDARD 
* 

LIGHT DOMESTIC CLEANING       
SERVICE AVAILABLE 

* 
call 01828 632879 for free estimates. 

 

Walls & FloorsWalls & Floors  
A Roger -Decorators 

3 Bank Street, Alyth, PH11 8DB 

COLIN & CATHY FORD 
Number 5 Toutie Street, Alyth 

CHIROPODY 
SUGARING,FACIALS 

EYELASH/BROW TINTING 
PEDICURE, MANICURE  

by CREATIVE NAILS 
**Late Nights Tues. & Thurs.** 

For an Appointment  
Tel:01828 632297 

FURNITURE STORE 
PERTH STREET, BLAIRGOWRIE 

(Adjoining Shell Garage) 

COME ON IN AND HAVE A BROWSE 
 

BEDS– from £69; 2 and 4 Drawer Divans; Metal and Pine 
Beds; Mattresses; Headboards; Pine Bedroom Furniture;  

Ex-Catalogue Suites;  
Pine and Beech Look Bedroom Furniture;  

Dining room Sets and all types of furniture and furnishings. 
Stock Changes Weekly 

 
ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES 

GEO’s BAR GEO’s BAR GEO’s BAR    
& & &    

THISTLE LOUNGETHISTLE LOUNGETHISTLE LOUNGE   
AIRLIE STREET, ALYTH  

   Tel : 632276     Fax: 633939 
Email: thisletopia@aol.com 

Lounge available for meetings 
FOOTBALL ‘LIVE’ 

on Digital & Five 

ALYTH COMMUNITY  
COUNCIL 

 

THIS EDITION of the Alyth 
Voice illustrates that our town 
today is as vibrant as it was one 
hundred years ago. Society has 
changed almost beyond recogni-
tion in that time. Those many 
years ago, trains arrived from 
Dundee bringing workers to the 
factories in the town and no doubt 
taking some commuters from 
Alyth to Dundee. Pretty well 
every need of the community was 
supplied by the community itself. 
Yet our little burgh retains today 
its sense of togetherness. 
    I was not around to take part in 
the changes in local government 
more than thirty years ago. How-
ever, I do question the wisdom of 
an historic place like Alyth losing 
the status won by our forefathers 
more than five hundred years ago. 
Was it in the name of extending 
democracy? Was it for reasons of 
economy? I doubt either of these 
reasons can justify the change. I 
don’t think history has justified 
them either. The changes did ef-
fectively extend the power over 
townships like ours wielded by 
Westminster and the municipal 
offices at Perth. Now some power 
has moved a little closer via our 
Parliament in Edinburgh. Yet 
Edinburgh is still pretty far away. 
    Powers that be at the London, 
Edinburgh and Perth political 
centres have in recent years talked 
glibly about getting power, deci-
sion making, closer to the people. 
That trend has to be encouraged 
and developed. Democracy is a 
developing process or it atrophies. 
The ancient Greeks, who invented 
democracy saw no contradiction 
that their society was slave own-
ing. 
    Our own little democratic proc-
ess activates in a few weeks time. 
Soon notices will go up and pa-
pers will be out for nominations to 
your Community Council. Five of 
the existing council members, 
including myself, have to stand 
down. Last year we won approval 
to increase the size of the Com-
munity Council from nine to 
eleven. The retiring community 
councillors can stand for re-
election. However that leaves 
vacancies for new blood. Anyone 
on the electoral roll may stand.  
  Why not consider having a go? 

Jim Adam, Chairman 

A & R Robertson & Black 
Writers To Her Majesty’s Signet 
Established 1838 Blairgowrie 

 

Bank Street, Blairgowrie, Perthshire, PH10 6DE 
Tel: 01250 872043 
Fax: 01250 874485 

Email: admin@robertson-black.co.uk 
Website:www.robertson-black.co.uk 

 
Do you have a property that you want to rent? 
Are you looking for rented accommodation? 
We have over 50 properties which we currently let. 

 
If you wish further information, please contact: 

Arlene Breen on 01250 872043 
Email:arlenebreen@robertson-black.co.uk 

LOCHSIDE LODGE  
& Roundhouse Restaurant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridgend of Lintrathen, By Kirriemuir 
Tel: 01575 560340 Fax: 01575 560251 
E-mail: enquiries@lochsidelodge.com 

www.lochsidelodge.com 
 

Alongside Lintrathen Loch, just 10 minutes from Alyth, Lochside Lodge 
& Roundhouse Restaurant is an ideal venue whether for Lunch or 
Dinner – our menus are modern and imaginative using the best of 
Perthshire & Angus produce, beautifully created and presented. 
 
EASTER WEEKEND 14/15/16th April – open Good Friday & Easter 
Saturday for Lunch & Dinner, Easter Sunday for Lunch only. Enjoy a 
drive up to Lintrathen with family or friends before enjoying a relaxing 
and delicious meal. Book early to avoid disappointment as space is 
limited.  

Alyth Arts & Framing 
4 Mill Street, Alyth . Tel: 01828 633477 

 

Picture Framing .Tony Flavell 
 
 

Gallery 
Rosslyn Moran (original art & children's book illustration) 

Dez Bowman (photography ) . Morna Bissett (abstract).  
Mary Watson (feltworks) . Jude Tara (collage). 

 

Original artworks . Prints . Watercolours . Cards 
 
 

OPEN: 1 –6pm  Tue, Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun 
CLOSED: Mon & Wed 

ALYTH LIBRARY 
** NEW MULTIMEDIA MATERIALS ** 

From March 2006 every library in Perth and Kinross will 
be providing an expanded and regularly updated selection 
of music CDs, talking books and DVDs. 
    Why not try something different – borrow a CD by 
someone you’ve never heard before or listen to a new 
composer or style of music….DVDs of recently released 
films and old classics, plus many TV favourites.  
Call into your local library to see what’s available here and 
to peruse the full list. Requests for any in stock items are 
free. Enter our Movie Quiz and you could win a DVD 
player & DVDs. 

CD hire 90p/1 week - DVD hire  £2.70/1 week - 
Audiobook hire 60p/3 weeks 

Telephone 01828 632731     www.perthshire.com/library 
Eileen Carnegie 

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 200 CLUB  
March Draw 

£50 No.10—Mr. P. Holmes £30 No.125—Mr. R. Don £20 No.12—Mrs. B. Halliburton 
Attention 200 Clubbers! Subscriptions for May’06-April’07 will become due at end April. 

Anyone else who is interested in joining us in raising money for the Christmas Lights & the 
chance of winning £50, £30, £20 each month, call Liz Gordon (Treasurer) 01828 632017 
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ROBERTSON’S DAIRY 
BALKEERIE 

BY GLAMIS FORFAR 
Tel/fax 01307 840431 

 
Suppliers of milk, cheese, butter, cream, eggs, 

yoghurts, rolls, and many other dairy products to 
Private Houses, Hotels, Restaurant, schools, 

Nursing Homes, etc. in Alyth, Blairgowrie, 
 Coupar Angus, Burrelton, Woodside, Meigle, 

Newtyle and Auchterhouse 

Ash Chimney 
 Systems 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Call Simon on 

01382 580245 or 07709-340575 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Prompt and reliable –  

a clean sweep guaranteed. 
Pots, Bird guards and Cowls fitted. 

   

Carpet Care Carpet Care Carpet Care  

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather  
Cleaned and Protected 

Neil Stewart 
Call for a Free Quote: 

01828 632771 or 01250 875216    

 

PETS PANTRY 

 
 

10a High Street  Blairgowrie 

Tel: 01356 623006 
Keith Nicol 

 
PETSIT SCOTLAND 

Reliable pet care for when you can’t be there 
 

Holidays, long working hours, hospital stays and 
business trips mean we cannot always be there for 
our pets. Our professional petsitters will care for 

your pets in your own home, where they feel most 
secure 

SERVICES INCLUDE 
 Daily home visits while you are away.  

Dog walking. Feeding. Exercise and play. Basic 
training. Pet Taxi. Grooming and socialising for 

dogs. 
 

We care for all small animals including dogs, cats, 
birds, fish, rodents and exotic pets. 

 

Contact - 01250 874227 
Website - www.petsitscotland.com 

Our Petsitters are fully insured members of the National  
Association of Registered Petsitters. 

 
Dear Ethel, 
 I received your welcome letter, and I 
am pleased to hear you are having so good 
weather in the South. The weather here is 
also getting Spring-like and turning one’s 
thoughts to putting away their sombre winter 
garments. I must tell you of a visit I paid to 
LOWSON’S the other day. As you would 
see by the “Guardian” I sent you, Mr Low-
son and Dressmaking and Millinery Super-
intendents have returned from London. He is 
showing a bewildering array of everything 
that is New in Chiffon Hats (the Newest 
Shapes and Colours), Crinoline and Chip 
Hats, and one cannot fail to secure what is 
most Becoming and Dressy for their “Best” 
Hat, and in Ready Trimmed Hats he has a 
Large Assortment from 11½d up of the 
Ever-Popular Sailor, Large Assortment of 
the French Sailor and the Shanter Crowns, 
also the Toque or Pill Box Shape. In the 
same Saloon he is showing a Lovely Assort-
ment of everything that is New in Jackets 
and Capes for Matron and Maid. for the 
Matron he has Handsome Black Silk and 
Corkscrew Jackets and Capes. I saw a 
Lovely Black Silk Jacket (Accordion 
Pleated). For Young Ladies he has a Range 
of Black and Light Grey Jackets of various 
lengths and styles, and Ready-To-Wear  
Costume Skirts in Black Cashmere, Voile, 

Laburnum Villa, Alyth, 30, March 1906 
 
and Dark and Light Grey Mixtures, plain 
and trimmed from 5/11 up. He also stocks 
Girls’ Costume Skirts, every size. I also saw 
a Big Range of Feather Boas in Black, white 
and Natural Greys from 5/11 to 25/-. I un-
derstand Feather Boas are the correct Neck 
Wear for the coming season. I almost forgot 
to mention that he is showing a Big Assort-
ment of Rain Proof Coats, very useful gar-
ments for Dust as well as Rain. To come to 
the Dress Department, where he employs 
about 20 girls, the Variety is astonishing – 
Black Embroidered Voiles, Pale Blue Em-
broidered Voiles, Voiles in all the New 
Shades, also Cashmere, Habit and Vicuna 
Cloths, Crepelles, Light Grey Tweeds, &c., 
&c., to please the most fastidious, and at 
Popular Prices. Miss Shaw, the Dressmaking 
Superintendent, is very successful and fast 
earning her laurels here for Fit and Style. I 
could write for hours describing everything I 
saw, but before closing I must tell you, all 
who are interested in Renewing their House 
Furnishings at their Spring Cleaning should 
pay the Warehouse a visit, which for Value, 
Variety, and General Taste shown, must put 
many a City Warehouse to blush.  

Kind regards to all,  
I am, Dear Ethel,  

Yours as ever, FLORA   

Postcard of Market Square, Alyth - posted 7.45p.m. 25, April 1905 to Mrs J. Thomson Tayport 
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Questionnaire - ‘How Climate-Friendly Is Your Lifestyle?’ 
By Louise Ramsay on behalf of Climate Action Town Project 

NOW THAT we are pretty certain that climate change is being caused by CO2 
emissions from burning of fossil fuels we have all been a bit caught on the hop. 
A lot of us are not all that climate-friendly yet. This questionnaire is an infor-
mal way of finding out roughly how climate-friendly your lifestyle is, and it 
makes some suggestions as to how you can improve it.   
    To act local to help this global crisis, Alyth is to become a Climate Action 
Town. This is starting with an Energy Saving Exhibition in Airlie 
Street Hall, on the 20th May, 1.30pm to 4.30pm. If your score in 
this questionnaire could be improved, please come along and get some more 
ideas on how, and sign up to a Climate Action Town Pledge. 
 
 
Travel to Work, School or College 
I never leave the house      +10  
I Always walk, cycle or take bus     +10 
I lift share 4/5 to a car      +3 
I drive and bus/train      +1 
I drive everywhere      -5 
I fly everywhere I can      -10 
Score yourself based on above   
 
 

Car Ownership 
I do not own a car and rarely go in one.    +5 
The car I normally drive is fuel efficient (over 45mpg on average), 
my weekly mileage is usually low and I often carry passengers. 0 
The car I normally drive is a huge SUV (which I don’t need). It 
guzzles fuel and I drive hundreds of miles a week on my own just 
for fun.        -5 
I only travel by helicopter!     -10 
Score yourself based on above    
 
 

Holidays 
I regularly nip off in my private jet or helicopter for weekends in  
Australia!       -10 
I take many holidays and usually fly abroad often to exotic 
destinations       -5 
I take few holidays and usually stay in the UK, travelling by train, 
bus or a full car.       +5 
I never go on holiday, except on foot or by bike   +10 
Score yourself based on above 
 
 

Householders Section  
We live in a ECO house made of straw bales and sheep’s wool +5 
Our home is small and well insulated    +2 
Our home is average size and could be better insulated.  -2 
Our home is large and badly insulated.    -5 
Score yourself based on above      
 

We keep our home tropical in winter and wear no clothing indoors! -10 
We keep our home warm in winter and wear T shirts indoors  -5 
We keep our home moderately warm in winter and wear warm 
clothes indoors       +5 
We never put on any heating but are able to save money and  
energy on not using a fridge.     +10 
Score yourself based on above      
 

Our home is entirely heated by a very inefficient gas or oil boiler -10 
Our home is entirely heated by a very efficient gas or oil boiler 0 
Our home is partly heated by efficient gas or oil and some  
renewables (solar, ground source, wind power, biomass eg  
Wood burning stove), renewable source electricity   +5 
Our home is entirely heated by renewable energy   +10 
Score yourself based on above      
 
 

Electricity 
All our electricity is generated on site through a renewable source +10 
We buy out electricity through a ‘green’ contract where all the  
electricity is generated commercially from a renewable source. +5 
Our electricity is supplied by a conventional supplier.  -5 
I have made my own coal or nuclear power station in my back 
garden        -10 
Score yourself based on above  
 
 

Switches 
We leave the computer, television, DVD radio and all lights on  
all day and night to discourage burglars.    -10 
We turn everything off with the remote control but leave the  
standbys and a few lights on all night and day   -5 
All electric items and lights are turned off at the switch when not 
in use.        +5 
I only allow my self 5 minutes of TV per day and that has to be in  
the dark        +10 
Score yourself based on above 

Food Shopping 
I grow and rear all my own food organically in the garden with no 
mechanical aids.       +10 
I walk/bicycle or take the bus to the shops and buy mainly  
locally produced organic goods     +5 
I drive solo to the shops several times a week, and buy anything I 
want, regardless of where it comes from.    -5 
I have my food flown in by private jet from exotic destinations -10 
Score yourself based on above 
 
 Now add up your total score.  
-30 or more. Really terrible. You are a climate criminal. Get a grip! 
-20 to -10  Bad. You have a large carbon footprint! Time to make some  
    changes. 
-10 to 0   Lots of Room for improvement. 
0  Average, which is not nearly good enough. 
0 to Plus 10 Reasonable, but could be much better. 
10 to 20  Not bad, but don’t be complacent. 
20 to 30. Very good but you could be even better. 
30 to 40  Fantastic. There is probably not much more you can do! 
 
Here are some suggestions for improvements 

Change all your light bulbs to low energy.  (If everyone in Britain changed 
even one light bulb a whole power station could be closed down) - and turn off 
the lights when you are not in the room. 

Switch your electricity supplier to a renewable one. Try this link for further 
info. http://www.foe-scotland.org.uk/press/pr20051002b.html 

• Improve the insulation in your home (one more inch of insulation in 
all British homes would save huge amounts of C02 emissions) 

• Walk and bike more, use your car less 

• Install solar panels, or another renewable energy source 

• When you change your car, get a low fuel one. 

• Change your holiday making pattern (taking one transatlantic flight 
produces as much C02 as a whole year of powering your home). If 
you have to fly abroad then plant more trees (or give money for some-
one else to). 

• Plant more trees anyway! 

• When you go to London, take the train or bus instead of flying. (You 
can get cheap train tickets if you book well in advance). 

• Turn all stand-bys off at night.  (If everyone did this the electricity 
needed would be reduced by a surprising amount.) 

• Change the way you go to work – perhaps join our lift-sharing 
scheme. 

 
GLOBAL WARMING 

Each time that you switch on a switch in your kitchen 
They stoke up the boilers from Grangemouth to Hitchin 
And the leccy goes whizzing throughout the whole grid 

To meet the demands of the ego and id 
Of all of the humans that live on this planet 

That will soon be so hot that you just cannot fan it - 
And hundreds of scientists are out to detect 

The dreadful results of the greenhouse effect 
On every aspect of the world’s climate, 

Writing thousands of papers to clearly define it, 
And we add to the problem by driving and flying 

Until poor old Gaia is weeping and sighing 
“Oh humans please slow down before it’s too late 

Or I’ll just have dump all of you at this rate.” 
Will the people all say now “Enough is enough 
We’ll cut down on energy though it is tough. 

We’ll wrap up our houses and scale down our cars 
And cancel that trip we were planning to Mars. 

We’ll switch off the telly and turn down the heating. 
We hear all you scientists moaning and bleating 

We don’t want the poor polar bears to die out 
If we get going now we’ll be in with a shout. 

We don’t want poor people to have more privation 
And starving, be forced into mass emigration 

And besides all the flooding and landslides and stuff 
The rise in our fuel bills is really enough 

To persuade us to alter the way we consume.” 
Is this what they’ll say?   It depends upon whom. 
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RAILWAY TIME TABLE 
Stationmaster – MR JAMES NORRIE 

--- 
PASSENGER TRAIN SERVICE AT ALYTH 
From Alyth to the South – Leave Alyth at 6.5, 7.30, 8.40, 12.15 a.m., 
2.50, 5.45. 
From the South to Alyth – Arrive at Alyth at 7.20, 10.10 a.m., 1.30, 5 
(4.45 on Saturday), 5.30, 8.25 p.m. 
From Alyth to the North – Leave Alyth at 6.5, 8.55 a.m., 12.15, 4, 7 p.m. 
(not beyond Forfar). 
From the North to Alyth – Arrive at Alyth 7.20, 10.10 a.m., 1.30, 3.50, 
6.45 p.m. 
From Alyth to Dundee – Leave Alyth at 7.30, 8.55 a.m., 12.15, 2.50, 5.45 
p.m. 
From Dundee to Alyth – Arrive at Alyth at 10.10 a.m., 1.30, 5 (3.50 on 
Saturdays), 5.30, 6.45, 8.25 p.m. 
From Alyth to Blairgowrie – Leave Alyth at 6.5. 8.40 a.m., 12.15, 2.50, 
4, 5.45, and 7 p.m. 
From Blairgowrie to Alyth – Arrive at Alyth at 7.20, 10.10 a.m., 1.30, 5 
(4.45 on Saturdays), 8.25 p.m. 
From Alyth to Newtyle – Leave Alyth at 7.30, 8.55 a.m. 12.15, 2.50, 4, 
5.45 p.m. 
From Newtyle to Alyth – Arrive at Alyth at 10.10 a.m., 1.30, 3.50, 5 (4.45 
on Saturdays), 5.30, 6.45, 8.25 p.m. 
From Alyth to Alyth Junction – Leave Alyth at 6.5, 7.30, 8.40, 8.55 a.m., 
12.15, 2.50, 4, 5.45, 7 p.m. 
From Alyth Junction to Alyth – Arrive at Alyth 7.30, 10.10 a.m., 1.30, 
2.50, 5 (4.45 on Saturdays), 5.30, 6.45, 8.25 p.m. 
GOODS TRAIN SERVICE AT ALYTH. 
Leaves Alyth at 11 a.m. and 5.35 p.m. 
Arrives at Alyth 9.45 a.m. and 2.15 p.m. 

The Alyth Guardian 13, April 1906 

A busy platform at Alyth Train Station 1905 

Engine 1445 arrives at Alyth Train Station 1905 

THOMAS McMURRAY, 8 & 10 Airlie Street 

Currently Lunans, Thomas McMurray was a stationer, bookseller, to-
bacconist, bookbinder and general printer, being proprietor and pub-

lisher of the Alyth Guardian established in 1868.  
(every Friday, price one halfpenny) 

GEORGE MUSTARD, The Cross 

Now demolished, George Mustard’s shop was at the top corner of 
Toutie Street and was a grocer and wine merchant. In one advert his tag 
line is “If you want to wet your throttle, try MUSTARD’S famed Three 

Shilling Bottle.”!! 

A. CRUICKSHANK, 1 Airlie Street 

Currently the Fish & Chip Shop, Cruickshank’s was a butcher “for 
scotch meat of the highest quality - purveyor of the primest home-killed 

beef, mutton, lamb” as well as corned beef, salt rounds and  

Wm. ROBERTSON & SONS, Toutie Street 

No longer a shop, Robertson’s was on Toutie Street, directly opposite 
Chapel Street. Established in 1837, they claimed to “hold the Largest 

and most Choice Selection of all Classes of UP-TO-DATE FOOT-
WEAR.” with “Repairs Executed by Practical Shoemakers”! 


