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MILLENNIUM
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Alyth Millennium Committee held a very successful
event in Airlie Street Hall on Saturday 12" Decem-
ber.

Thanks to the generosity of the ever supportive
people of Alyth a substantial amount of money was
raised, nearly £700.00.

The amount has boosted the Millennium Fund to
approximately £7,000.00. Over the last three years,
several large fund raising events have been held in
the town, a talent auction in 1995, the Flower Festi-
val in 1996, a Grand Fete in 1997 and the Christmas
Fayre in 1998.

Suggestions for using this money (to mark the Mil-
lennium) have been dropping into the Post Office
over the last three years. It was decided that a town
clock fitted the criteria of a tangible sign to mark the
Millennium.

Ideas for this clock have been passed to the Commit-
tee by members of the public which were subse-
quently submitted to the architect who has since
supplied designs and plans for the clock incorporat-
ing the fountain at the South African Memorial.

It is hoped that these plans will be on view to the
Alyth public in the near future.

The Committee, comprising of representatives from
the three churches in Alyth hope to hold two more

functions in 1999 the first being a Scottish Night in |

Alyth Town Hall on Friday 29" January when a
warm welcome will be given to everyone.
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Tickets £3, OAP - £2 & Children £1
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Millenium Celebrations

A number of Organisation/Associations in
the Town are now considering possible
celebrations for this once in a lifetime
“HOGMANAY”
ALL the Towns venues have been pre-
booked and we hope it will be a time to
REMEMBER

IAN MILLER - Local Councillor

SURGERY AT ALYTH TOWN HALL (Old Council Chambers) ON 1ST MONDAY
OF EACH MONTH AT 7.30PM DURING SCHOOL TERMS OR CONTACT BY
TELEPHONE:S.N.P. OFFICE: 01250 876576 HOME: 01250 873304

1




1 had hoped to have many more articles included
this month to highlight the Community spirit which
‘exists in this Town of ours.

Without specific details I can only estimate at the
generosity of you, the people. Let me re-cap:

1. Lights switch on Stalls. In addition to the letter
on P3 from the Tosh family - that night produced
approx £230 for Perthshire Brass, £200 for the
AMS. £100 raffle of surplus prizes from Wheelbar-
row race in September, £40 from the Mulled
wine(both to the CD&CH) who in turn made dona-
tions to Beavers(£60), Alyth PlayGroup(£60) and
The Lights(£20). there were a few other stalls who
also benefitted.

2. Donations towards the Book of Remembrance .
from various Groups incl. Millenium, CD&CH, ‘
Round Table, ADBA and some notable personal
contributions more than made its purchase possible
3. Other functions in Airlie Street Hall included a
Fayre (see front page) & several Coffee mornings.
Nearly every Saturday in Nov & Dec benefitted
either the Lights, AMS, Millenium or one of many
other ;ocal good causes, whilst giving pleasure to
all.

4. Let’s not forget The Victorian Old Time Music
Hall, Bingo Teas, Alyth Youths Pantomime
“Cinderella” and still to come - What will be a sell-
out “Scottish Variety Evening” on the 29th.

Let no one say that Alyth lacks Talent, Enterprise
and above all - generous people - congratulations
to everyone concerned.

Dates for youn diary

29th Jan  7pm Millenium Committee - Scottish
Variety Evening - Town Hall
12th Feb  7.30 Bowling Club - Scots Night
72th Feb Bowling Club - Coffee Morning in the
Airlie Street Hall
SthMar  Alyth Bowling Club - Childrens Disco

6.30-8.15 & 8.30 10.30pm

ALYTH VOICE EDITORIAL BOARD
The Editorial Board members and their contact
‘phone numbers are as follows :

Sheila Donald 632847
Billy Gordon  via Post Office
Simon Ingram 632705
Jessie McLean 632684
Jim O’ Brien. 632484
Callum Strachan 633140

Please ensure that articles for publication are
submitted by the 21st day of each month.

Note : The views expressed in the Alyth Voice
are not necessarily those of the Editors, nor can
they accept responsibility for the accuracy of any
article.

CHARITY SKY DIVE

Sandy Pollock rce 67, 5 JAMES
ST, WILL BE DOING A SPON-
sORED TANDEM SKY DIVE
AT ERROL AIRPORT ON 6TH
MARCH IN AID OF THE NA-
TIONAL DEAF CHILDRENS SO-
CIETY.

THANKS TO ALL
SPONSORS

Well done and Good Luck

VALENTINE MESSAGES
for entry

MUST BE HANDED IN BY
THE 25th JANUARY

Desperately Seeking !

Searching for Instruction Manual for a singer
Sewing Machine - Hand model - N0;- 27K, 28K
- Type with board shuttle

If yoﬁ can help please phone:
Gordon on Alyth 633423




Dear All

| was bitterly disappointed (once again) not to be
picked as Alyth’s Citizen of the Year but at the same
time must congratulate the Community Council on its
choice. Another first for Alyth! Following last years
choice | was concerned that pulchritude was becom-
ing a factor in the selection, but obviously this is not
the case this year. Alyth must be the only town in the
universe to have chosen a pipe-smoking, musta-
chioed hombre who can jig a bit. | don’t know
whether this is politically correct but it certainly gives
hope to the rest of us who are members of the
depressed minorities.

Well done Dennis and the best of luck

Yours Adam Neve.

Lights Donations

Sandy, Dawn & Alexander wish to thank everyone for
their kind donations towards the stall at the Lights
Switch-on. £181.00 was raised for the Royal Sick
Children’s Hospital, Edinburgh. The raffle for a
rocking horse was won by Hazel Gair, and the jar of
sweets Margaret Robertson, Blairgowrie.

Once again thank you all.

The Tosh family

ALYTH PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
AND EXHIBITION

March 20th is the date for the 1999 Alyth photographic
competition and exhibition.

In order to help those who may wish to enter here is a
reminder of the conditions of entry.

1. The competition and exhibition are separate events,
despite being displayed in the same hall on the same day.
2. The competition will be divided into 2 groups;
a) For entrants under 18 years of age.
b) For those 18 years and over.
3. Prints entered for the competition may be in either
colour or black and white.
4. Pictures may be of any subject but must have been taken
in Scotland.
5. Prints should be no smaller than 5 x 7 inches and
mounted on card (this makes for easier handling and
prevents damage).
6. The entrants name and age plus the title of the picture
should be written on the back.
7. As I am hoping for a good response each entrant may
enter a maximum of 2 pictures.
8. The judges may award prizes and certificates, at their
discretion, to the best pictures.

The exhibition should be a celebration of Alyth, its past, its
present and its people, in fact any subject matter to do with
Alyth. There are no limits of entry numbers for the exhibi-
tion.

I still look forward to hearing from any person who would
like to be on the judging panel. It is not important to know
about phetographic techniques to judge a picture so come on
lets have a couple of volunteers!

Entry forms will be in the next issue of the Voice.

P. Prettyman

THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS OF ALYTH

Pve travelled the country, from Lerwick to Plymouth,
Pve travelled to the north and I’ve travelled io the
South,

I’ve travelled to the east and over to the west,

And for simple effect the Alyth Lights are the best,

I’ve been to Campbeltown and to Inverness,

And for simple effect the Alyth lights are the best,
I’ve visited Glasgow and often Dundee

If only folks knew, It’s Alyth they should see

I’ve travelled to Edinburgh and to Aberdeen,

And it’s the Alyth lights that have to be seen,

Pve been to London with its tango and birds eye,

In comparison with Alyth, Hardly a twinkle in the sky,

Yes I’ve travelled around both in days and in nights

And its’ great to return to the grand Alyth lights

They light up the sky, they’re simply the best

Believe me folks, I’ve seen the rest
Stewart B. Brodie

AIRLIE STREET
CAR PARKING

It is now a serious and dangerous problem.

Traffic congestion in this street caused by the
introduction of the new marking system is worse
than ever - not to mention more dangerous with
several minor incidents in recent weeks
Abusive use of the motor cycle parks(hatched cor-
ners) and none standard parking lanes has already
seen a prosecution(as reported in the “Blairie” to
the Community Council).
The only sensible AND highway code understand-
able method is to REMOVE the white lines com-
pletely AND put conventional DOUBLE yellow
“NO PARKING” lines on the other side of the
road.

Will the Council addresse this matter urgently.




To Whom it may concern,

On Sunday I took my baby for a walk. 1 thought it
would be nice to go down the Stoney Road and
round by the right of way through the Glenisla
Golf Course, as this would keep me away from the
main road.

To my disappointment, I found that the turnstiles
at both ends of the walkway are impossible to get
through with a pram.

I would be grateful if someone could do something
about these turnstiles, to make it possible for par-
ents to walk this way with their prams, in the near
future.

Yours hopefully,

Miss Linda Robertson,
4 Commercial Street, Alyth.

Dear Alyth,

Whit, ye never missed me? Well, I missed you —
irrespective of non-stop sunshine; twenty flavours of
ice cream, raucous and rowdy Blue Jays in the back
garden & Toronto’s Skydome, and my first ever
glimpse of loons (not Forfar kind but feathered).
Twas a grand month away, with great Canadian
hospitality. Look out for them here next year when
they get their revenge. I was quite content/delirious —
some micht say, tae return tae cauld & dreich Alyth
toon & shiny, green wheelie bins (sad, no skip yet).

Being brocht up in a city and thus a fairly new
incomer, this is the first time I feel I belong.

Where else could I have a full Saturday moming at an
auction. “Are you bidding Madam”? “No, I'm just
crossing my legs” TRUE! HONEST!! Friends will
believe this!!

And so, I landed with a haggis; and away day with the
Rev. Go; George & his merry band for an evening
(musically speaking of course and Mrs McA pointedly
pointed out); a lovely light alcoholic lunch at Alyth
Golf Course — and some other tenuous bagatelles.

Where else could you afford a posh party in the Toon
Hall? Of course my guests hae tae supply their own
consumables — fluid & solid.

The many coffee mornings may not be your cup of tea
— but I like them.

My mum (white-haired & we all know why) used to
say — you can only get out of life if you put something
worthwhile in. Its thrilling to watch from my back
door the buzzards wheeling in the thermals — and
speaking of such, where else would I have the brass
cheeck tae doxy-doll up in boa, rouge and sic like bits
at last year’s Victorian Market, shown up by the
beautiful Xmas lichts, thanks to the generosity and
hard graft of our many Community Dennizens.

And if you spring a leak, or lose a slate or screw, the
local tradesmen (non sexist for they usually are) are
aye three — reliable, efficient & willing.

I could go on and on and on, but I maun leave space
for you ithers tae hae yer say in this unique newsy
boon — Alyth Ultra Vox.

Josi Havers
O’Top End o’ Toon

ALYTH DEN
“OUTRAGE”

Sometime since the New Year, Vandals have
again been destroying the facilities of Alyth.
This time it is one of the Picnic Tables on the
Den Recreation Area.

Completely destoyed, razed to ground level
and useful only as firewood. It must have been
done by MORE than one LOUT and the
conscience of any pressed accomplices should
provide a name(s) to the local police.

There is only ourselves, the people of Alyth,
who can stop this wanton destruction by
reporting all suspicious happenings.




VICTORIAN DRESS

The Victoriana Dress Competition was one of the events
that took place over the weekend 27/28™ November 1998.
To all the people who took part, thank you! The standard
of dress, the great variety of costumes, hats/mutchs’,
aprons, efc. gave many people a step back in time and let
young people see a glimpse of the past, it also made Mr
Dennis Melloy and Miss Heather Jackson’s (ACOTY)
judging just about impossible, but the impossible can
sometimes be done and they decided as follows:-
1st  Mrs Spence and Granddaughter - Lunan
Newsagents - The Shield and Framed Certificate
2nd  Mrs M. Ferguson, Newbigging — Framed
Certificate.
3rd  Mrs J. McGill - Airlie Antiques — Framed
Certificate
Once again thanks to all judges, entrants and the public
for making such a great day.

The Christmas Window

The window competition at Christmas was a fantastic
event with the Christmas Window Competition Shicld
being presented to:-

1" - Karin Donaldson, Toutie Curios,

2™ - Lunan Newsagents and

3. Margaret Duncan, (Second Time Around)

All received framed Certificates. The very large entry and
much varied standards were a credit to all entrants and
really helped to bring the Christmas Spirit to Alyth.
Dennis Melloy &, Heather Jackson, Alyth’s Citizen’s of
the Year (ACOTY) had a difficult and agonising task
deliberating over all the entrants displays before making
their decisions.

Thank you Dennis and Heather for your care and time
spent over this event. Thanks also to all entrants who

took part.

The Valentine Window

Sponsored by Alyth & District Business Association will
once more take place again this year it is open to all
businesses in the town.

The AC’sOTY will once more be called upon to have the
unenviable task of judging the top three on Saturday 13"
February.

A full entry from all businesses is requested. The Valen-
tine Window Competition Shield will be presented to the
winner, along with framed certificates for 1%, 2™ and 3
prize winners.

Michael Kay Chairman ADB Association

CHRISTMAS CARD DELIVERIES

I hope everybody enjoyed their Christmas.

The Scout troop would like to thank everybody who en-
trusted their Christmas cards to us to deliver. We man-
aged to deliver nearly 3,000 items in just two short week-
ends. It was great to feel able to provide a service to the
town especially in this season. We needed all our wits
about us, and all our knowledge of the town to deliver
some of the cards, we would like to thank all those unsus-
pecting citizens who helped in whatever way. I would
particularly like to thank those at The VG, Lunans, The
Co-op, and Spar for their help and co-operation in look-
ing after our boxes.

T am afraid some cards had incomplete addresses, many
without house No’s, this caused many problems. One
card we did manage to deliver, however, was one ad-
dressed simply “to Jessie” { A small number of cards
were deliveredonly just in time for Christmas because of a
lack of address, so I hope yours was not among them.

We raised just over £250 which is much more than last
year. Some of this money will help pay for accommoda-
tion and equipment when the Troop takes a short holiday
at an indoor camp at the end of January, so thanks again.

Derck Colley, 45th Alyth Scouts

SCOTTISH COUNTRY
DANCING

Mrs Dutch is
pleased to re-
sume the
Country Dance  ~

Class in the Lesser Town Hall on Thursday 14"
January — 7.30p.m. to 9.30p.m

At present we are few in number and look forward to
some new recruits. All abilities are welcome and
above all, we have fun.

Do come! Information 632164,




Mrs Dorothy Suttie
Oelf catering
Vuesthouse/Bed & Freakfast
12 CHAPEL STREET, ALYTH
TEL: 01828 633368

- Pennycook Dnving School
DUAL CONTROL CAR
Contact Gladys(Qualified ADI)

@

Clar-Innis, Meigle Rd, Alyth
Tel: Alyth 632135 or Mob: 040 330 1437

Ian Brogan Domestics

Domestic Appliance Repairs

Carpet Care

Make your carpets & upholstery look 100% better

Washing Machines Tumble dryers by deep cleaning and Scotch guarding.
Dishwashers Refrigeration All domestic & business cleaning also undertaken.
Cookers Vacuum cleaners Fully insured and very competitively priced
Cairnleigh, Dunkeld Road, Blairgowrie PH10 6RT Neil Stewart Tel; 01250 875216 or
Tel / Fax 01250 876376 01828 632771
THE CAMNO WORKSHOP BAMFF ROAD GARAGE

handmade dolls houses, wooden toys &

puzzles; childrens furniture, clocks, etc.
Warhammer stockists!
JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS CLUB
19 Commercial St, Alyth
Tel: 01828 633632

TEL: 01828 632376 or 633060
SERVICING, REPAIRS & MOTs

QUALITY USED CARS
Showroom in Mill Street
All vehicles with 3 months warranty & one year MOT
Open Saturday & Sunday 10am to Spm
Enquiries Mon - Fri at Bamff Rd premises 8am - 5.30pm

MURRAY PENNYCOOK
PLUMBING - HEATING
GAS, OIL & SOLID FUEL
CORGI Registered Gas Installer

ORNAMENTAL WROUGHT IRON WORK
GATES. RAILINGS, BALUSTRADES,
COFFEE TABLES, WALL LIGHTS
PLANT HOLDERS. WALL LIGHTS Ete..

; ; PHONE
Clar-Innis, Meigle Road, Alyth .
TellFax : 632135 Mobile: 0850 733481 Ray Hally on: ALYTH 632959
J & M KAY

GEO’s BAR
“THISTLE LOUNGE”

AIRLIE STREET, ALYTH Tel : 632276
roorsatt ‘LIVE’ on saya ive

Ladies & Gents Hair Stylists
13 Airlie Street
Tel 01828 632252
Wishing RALS8 Clionts and Friends a very
HMerry Christmas and a Flappy Hew Year
Dood Fealth to ARS8,

FASHION WISE

‘Tel/ Fax 632684
Jessie looks forward to meeting old and new
customers in 1999
Thank you for your support

CLASSIC Restorations
(Scotland) Ltd
Pitnacree Street, ALYTH,
PH11 8DY

Tel: 01828 633293 Fax: 01828 632529
CHARLES @ CLASSIC-RESTORE-DEMON-CO-UK




Welcome to 1999! Last month's article focussed on red squirrels
and their plight. In the end I painted a relatively optimistic picture
of their prospects. However, I thought I had better check my facts
and so rang an expert. The point at issue was that the Species
Action Plan for the red squirrel states that they need coniferous
forest blocks of at least 2000 hectares (5,000 acres) in order to
maintain viable populations.
Well, that seemed to me
rather a lot and I thought 'We
don't have that here, why
should such large chunks of
forest be necessary? The an-
swer is that although grey
squirrels do not like conifer-
& ous forest very much so long
? as they can find food else-
where, they will wander up to
500 metres into coniferous woodland. On that basis none of our
smallish woods in this part of Perthshire will provide sanctuaries
for red squirrels in their struggle for survival against the greys.

Having said that, a new landscape is growing up around us. To the
west I see farm woodlands at Tullyfergns. A little to the north are
the new woods at the Welton of Creuchies. To the west other
plantations extend as far as Kynballoch above Craighall. AsIlook
north from the Bamff Hill I see the expanse of Sitka spruce above
Craighead of Bamfl. Looking north-east I see a great dark mass of
coniferous planting on the Kilry Hill. Not the best news for the
red squirrel because they would prefer Norway spruce or Scots.
pine, but better than nothing. Scale is important for forest crea-
tures to survive and flourish, but the kind of forestry that we are
seeing expanding and growing before our eyes is much less
diverse in life forms than woodland made up of native species. It
is true that there are relics of older semi-natural woodland in this
area, as in the Dens of Alyth and Airlie, and in the Craighall
Gorge, but these are tiny remnants in the landscape of a forest that
was once much more extensive.

This new landscape has huge implications for the future. The
United Kingdom will overtake Norway as a timber producer
within the next 5-10 years. On a more local scale, as the new
woods I have mentioned start to go into production (along with
others throughout Perthshire and Tayside) thought will have to be
given to processing and transport. There should be greater
prospects for employment in the industries that use timber as a
raw material. These are a few thoughts about the economic
prospects of forestry, but there are other implications for the
expanding forest landscape. Forests are far more than their
timber. They slow down run-off from the hills, thus reducing the
risk of flooding. They protect soils from erosion. They provide
shelter in the countryside - cool shade in summer and warmth

in winter. Native woodland is especially important for the diver-
sity of life it supports. Native broad-leaved woodland by river
banks is vital to the health of rivers as habitat for fish. We are
looking forward to a landscape in which there is a network of
woodland in which timber production can be combined with the
maintenance of ecological services (i.e. nature conservation and
water and soil protection,) and public access. This kind of forest
expansion has to be reconciled with the loss of open landscape, to
which so many people are accustomed. There has been much

debate about this and no doubt there will be more in the years to
come. It is interesting that the SNP are looking to a considerable
expansion of Scotland's forest cover. This is likely to be a topic
for debate in our new parliament. Let us hope that the debate is
well informed.

Paul Ramsay December 1998

Postcard from Latin America — Fiona Heron 31.8.98
cont’d

After Bogota, I travelled on to Maranilla, about
40km before Medellin, through green rolling hills of
coffee and banana. This was Sunday and the next
day was Colombia’s Independence Day. I had cho-
sen the right place to be, in this small town, and 1
immediately felt the holiday atmosphere. It was hot
when I arrived and after installing my bags in a
cupboard-sized room in Hotel California, I ventured
out. Tables and umbrellas were out on the pave-
ments at one side of the main
plaza and as I sat having a
beer, 1 felt I'd dropped in on
Spain, the architecture all
around being traditional white
colonial buildings with green
plants hanging down over bal-
conies.

This is typical of this department of Antiquia. The
place was full of Colombian visitors walking around
or sitting at tables drinking.
The next day, there was a parade of different school
bands and majorettes, and the town's youths, wear-
ing t-shirts in yellow, red or blue, the colours of the
Colombian flag, stood in groups on the plaza so that
it became a huge flag. The Mayor then made his
long speech, emphasising Colombia’s ability to
change and improve, and the potential of the young
people for a better future.
It was soon time for me to leave Colombia and also
South America and return to Central America.

to be cont’d.......
Ed. The final letter in this series will appear in next
months voice. We wish to thank Fiona very much for
her most interesting contribution. At times it felt as
though one was present in SA with her and judging
from the comment a great number of people experi-
enced the same thing - Perhaps it is the magic of South
America - as one who has visited Rio I can assure
readers it is exactly such a place.



Contents:

CS Strachan
Building Consultant

43 Airlie Street -
Tel: 01828 632140 ——

DAVID SIM
HARDWARE CENTRE, ALYTH
PHONE 01828 622309

‘Compliments of the season to all our customers
and friends, locally and further afield.

ANDY WHITE
JOINER -
SHOPFITTER

5 BAMFF ROAD ALYTH PH11 8DT

TELEPHONE : (01828) 632298

Alyth @mﬁateé

Before the winter chill
have your gas boiler and appliances expertly
serviced by your local Gas service engineer

Tel: 01828 633707

WALTER DAVIDSON & SONS Ltd
CHEMIST
Services 9 Airlie Street, ALYTH. Tel 632302
FOR ALL Prescriptions dispensed, delivery service
YOUR COMPUTER NEEDS available
PERSONAL or BUSINESS Wide Range of Gifts and
Contact : Alec Bruce Tel - 01828 633692 Fragrances now in stock
20 High Street Alyth (Margaret’s)

59 Alrlle Street, Alyth
Tel: 632097
Open Tues - Sat

I wish everyone a Happy New Year

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU CHECKED "YQOUR HOUSE" INSURANCE.

NORWICH UNION CHECKED THEIRS AND IMPROVED IT TO SUIT CUSTOMER NEEDS.

FOR YOUR FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CUT OUT, COMPLETE AND RETURN TO
I & D INSURANCE SERVICES, 16 AIRLIE STREET, ALYTH, PH11 8AJ
or Tel: 01828 633000

NAME: ADDRESS:
Tel No. (Day) (Evening)
Number of Bedrooms: 1 2 3 45

Property Type (i.e) Semi/ Det/ Bungalow etc...
Home Security - 1) Approved Locks: yes/no

Sum Assured £
Sum Assured £

Buildings:

2) Alarm: yes/no

PCODE:

Age of Occupants:
Any claims in last 3 years  yes/no
3) N/hood watch:yes/no

Car Insurance with Norwich Union yes/no
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